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Editor’s Note

Have a fun break!

Happy holidays, everyone! It’s been a busy year, and
I know I’m excited about the upcoming break. For those
of you that haven’t started on your gift shopping, Applause has surveyed the entire school and on page eight
you can find the top 15 books students want for the
holidays! Next month Applause is doing an entire issue
dedicated to The Wiz
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Events around the school

Piano majors remind students of SOA’s talent at their fall recital
By Dorothy Behre

Sophomore Dylan Walsh

For anyone who
didn’t see the high school piano
majors play on November 20th, you
missed a great show. At SOA, we can
become absorbed in our own arts
and forget that, during academic
classes, we are surrounded by
people with talents other than our
own. I was reminded of this when
I saw many of my fellow classmates
sit down at the piano and play.
It was interesting to see the variety
of pieces that the players chose,
from a slow, steady rhythm to
Junior Yeung Shan
speeding fast, like in “Tarantella” by
Pieczonka, performed by Dylan Walsh; and from classical and baroque to a Gershwin piece, performed by Trey
Cooper.
Every high school piano major played wonderfully. It reminded me of why I love SOA: I am surrounded
by such talented classmates. Next time you have the chance to see the piano majors play, seize the moment to
appreciate the talent around you.

Students and staff make final preparations for The Wiz

Picture: Ms. Nichols

Wiz actor, Francis Smalls, stands with
costume designer Heather Corson

The Wiz is in the last month of
rehearsing before it premieres in January.
Musicians, cast members, and dancers are
coming together to help form a musical
that will surely make its mark in SOA’s
history.
Mr. Baker, the assistant director, says that
the hardest thing so far has been time
management. He says, “You want to use
everyone’s time efficiently, but there are so
many people, it becomes hard at times.”
He adds, however, “Working with the students and their talents. We’re all working
together and doing something new.”
While the dancers and cast are
very important, they would be nothing
without the costumes. Costume making
has been very difficult for the students,
Ms. Nichols, and her Co-Costume Directors, Janet Machado and Grace Brown.
There are more than 150 costumes, each
with several pieces. Ms. Nichols explains,
“Patterns do not exist for most of the students’ costume designs, so we have had to

problem-solve and come up with our own
patterns.” Not only are the students sewing and creating the costumes, but they
are also designing the make-up and accessories for each character.
The musicians have done a wonderful job of picking up the funk/disco
style of the music. Most of the music is
very simple, but it’s the challenging passages that keep them on their toes. Before
opening night, the tempo of the dance sequences, intonation, and the balance still
have to become perfection. Mr. Kerr says,
“We’re all having fun, and that’s what’s
important.”
For both the cast and behindthe-scenes crew, it has been a very busy
few months. Senior Tanya Lewandoski,
who is a poppy and winkie in the production, says, “It’s been hard remembering all
of the blocking. But I can’t wait to wear
my poppy costume! It’s so cute!” Everyone’s hard work will definitely show when
The Wiz hits the stage!

Lydia Kimmerlin tries on her Evilene
costume for The Wiz

Picture: Ms. Nichols

By Chelsea Adent
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December Events Calendar

Dec 18 – HS Vocal Concert at 7:30pm at The Cathedral of St. Luke & St.
Paul on Coming Street
“The Wiz” Costume Parade – 3:30 – 6:30 pm
Dec 19 – 6th Grade Dance Performance – 11:40 am – 12:00 pm
Dec 22 – Jan 5 – WINTER BREAK

All month- Holiday Festival of Lights
All month- Holiday Farmer’s Market at Marion Square
Mondays- “Monday Night Blues” at East Bay Meeting House
Thursdays- open mic at Kudu Coffee
December 1st-20th- A Christmas Story at the Village Playhouse
December 3rd- Laugh for a Lincoln at Theatre 99
December 2-21st- “A Christmas Carol: A Ghost Story of Christmas” at
the Dock Street Theater
December 17th-20th- The Santaland Diaries performed at Theater 99
December 20- Charleston Men’s Chorus
December 26th- “Moscow Ballet Great Russian Nutcracker” at the North
Charleston Coliseum Performing Arts and Convention Center
December 31st- New Years celebration at Marion Square

SOA remembers Jasiri
By Dorothy Behre

In the early morning of Friday, December 12, Jasiri
Whipper, an SOA graduate of the class of 2002, passed away after a
vehicle struck him on I-95 in Florence County. Ms. Graves recalls that
Jasiri’s class was the first to go through the school from 6th to 12th grade,
and that Jasiri in particular “showed the SOA spirit in everything he
did.”
Ms. Miller said that Jasiri, whom she nicknamed “The Whip,”
credited the school for “enriching his life.” During Jasiri’s recent visit
to the career center, Ms. Greer was impressed with “his understanding
of the way the world worked.” Jasiri began his career as a reporter a few
years ago, fulfilling his aspiration to become a writer. Mrs. Marshall recalls that his writing
was full of “infectious enthusiasm and sense of humor… its voice was clear and powerful. He
was destined to be a writer.”
Jasiri’s life was deeply rooted in his community. He covered North Charleston and
Berkeley County community news for The Post and Courier. As a leader in the community,
Jasiri had many talents beyond writing. Ms. Nichols remembers him as a “gifted artist,”
talented in costume and fashion design. In the eighth grade, Jasiri was the principal costume
designer for Oklahoma, SOA’s first musical production. He also won several awards in art
competitions.
Above all, SOA teachers and friends remember his infectious smile and warm,
outgoing personality. Ms. Awkerman remembers that he “embraced life with openness and
enthusiasm everyday, every time.” All his teachers agree, he will be greatly missed not only by
SOA, but by the entire community.

First Quarter High School Honor Roll
Helena Ball
Jillian Campbell
Cayli Crawford
Josh Fairchild
Yasmin Alvarez Garcia
Angelica Halvarsson
Chris Haycook

Jordan Baer
Megan Broadwater
Leah Hildreth
Lukas Hadstein
Cat Bowler
Heather Corson
Lauren DiNicola
Jacob Fanning
Daniel Anthony
Francis Caulder
Gary Cooper
Alexandra Danna
Taylor Dennett
Serena Doose
Paige Griffith

9th Grade

10th Grade

11th Grade

12th Grade

Samantha Hord
Matt Lehman
Savannah Miller
Caitlin Newton
Lucy Rummler
Eileen Szwast

Megan Lewis
Rachel Riddle
Josh Rodriguez
Ellen Underwood
David Nicholson
Melissa Rauton
Graeme Rock
Shannon McNellis
Steven Moskos
Andrea Musslewhite
Amanda Nelson
Anastaia Timina
Robert Widlowski

The 3D’s

By Kimberly Jenkins

Decorating for Christmas can be a hassle for many people;
finding the perfect tree, searching for all the ornaments in
the attic, and making sure all of the lights on the tree light
up. Mr. Dawson is probably “Speedy Gonzales” when he
decorates for Christmas. I asked, “How long does it take
you to decorate for Christmas?”
“Well, it doesn’t take me a long time to decorate for
Christmas because I don’t put up a lot of decorations.
Christmas is in my heart all year. I live with the
Christmas spirit in me all throughout the year.”
Look out Mr. Davis, Santa Claus is coming to town!
Confident that our V.P. has always been on his best
behavior, we assumed Good Ol’ Saint Nick has been
delivering presents to Mr. Davis for many years. So I
asked, “In your lifetime, what’s the best Christmas present
you have ever received?”
“I really enjoy being with my family during the
holidays. I’m not concerned with material things. The
greatest present I ever received was seeing my daughter’s eyes light up on her
first Christmas morning.”
Miss Darlene is always busy whipping up good treats
in the cafeteria for SOA students, but everyone needs a
chance to take a break. I asked her to take a walk down
memory lane and remember Christmas as a child.
“I remember Christmas being a day when all of the
family could come together and feast on great food
and have a great time.”
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Theatre student recieves Eagle Scout badge Upcoming Southern Italy and Greece Trip
By K. Chaney Long

This summer, Dr. Price and Mr. Pezzeca are offering a trip to Southern
Italy and Greece to rising seniors and juniors. The cost of the trip is about $3, 648,
and the trip includes a nine day excursion in Southern Italy and Greece, and a
three day Greek Isle cruise extension.
The trip begins on June 10, 2008, and is not sponsored by CCSD. For
more information about the trip ask either Dr. Price or Mr. Pezzeca.

(From left to right) Mr. George Younts stands with Eagle Scout Daniel Prentice and Ms.
Lillian Mathews.

Junior theatre major, Daniel Prentice, recieved his Eagle Scout badge
Saturday, November 1st. Theatre teacher, Mr. George Younts, who is also an
Eagle Scout, spoke to the audience about the honor.

The itinerary for this summer’s Southern Italy and Greece trip.

Poetry Out Loud Competion at SOA
By Alek Mihok

On December 2nd fifteen
School of the Arts students competed in the Poetry Out Loud competition held in the Black Box theatre.
The participants included Austin
Jur, Teshia Barr, Alek Mihok, Leah
Wilson, Lauren DiNicola, Christopher Richardson, Rebecca Witcher,
Lukas Hadstein, Samantha Hord,
Savannah Miller, Mary Lee Carter,
Katie Ridgeway, Rachel Anthony,
and Wilfred Rivers. The competetors were required to choose and
memorize two poems found on the
Poetry Out Loud website. Some of
the poems included the famous “Annabel Lee” by Edgar Allen Poe and
“Broken Promises” by David Kerby.

Each student recited both poems
and at the end of the competition
three winners were chosen. Leah
Wilson took third place, Austin Jur
took second, and the first prize went
to Lauren DiNicola. Each winner
was given a certificate and a check.
When asked what he would do
with the money, Austin Jur replied,
“Well, I’ve always wanted a Russian
Box Turtle, but I hear they make indecent pets.” Lauren will move on
to compete against other students in
the Charleston area at a later date.
If she proves victorious yet again she
will compete state wide, and then
possibly even onto nationals.
Winners Leah Wilson, Lauren DiNicola, and Austin Jur with Ms. Miles and Dr. Bundschuh.
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Rock-N-My College: USC
By: Monique Collins
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In the last few articles, I’ve featured your bachelors and masters degree all in five
students and their diverse styles of fashion. years.” Hearing her talk, I wanted to go to
You’ve seen Mohawks, bling, and crazy USC’s website and check it out for myself.
coats with fur. Now, I’m going to change it She is definitely rock-n her college. Are you
up a bit. Being a senior myself, I know the rock-n yours?
pride and mind numbing fear that is
often attached to going to college.
So, I’ll be featuring seniors who
know their college choice and
are ready to declare why it rocks.
Raven Gadsden, creative writing
major, is rock-n USC. Raven said
USC is an ideal school for her
because it’s “instate, close to home,
and a Teaching Fellows school.”
According to USC, Teaching
Fellows is a scholarship program
for high school students who wish
to pursue a degree in education.
Unfortunately for those who are
going “ooh-ahh, where can I sign
up?,” the deadline was November
1. Recipients are awarded up
to $24,000 in scholarships and
loans and, because Raven plans
to major in education, USC is
the perfect school for her. “They
have a program that allows you to
Senior creative writing major Raven Gadsen
become a certified teacher, and get

December 2008

Vol. 10 No. 4

Vol. 10 No. 4

Features December 2008
Marriage, a right for all citizens
The negative inevitabilities of gay marriage
Applause

By DeAnna Kerley

Out of every
controversial subject
disputed
between
Americans today, the
topic of gay marriage
is easily the debate of
our generation. It is a
debate that finds the
line between “pro”
and “con” slightly blurred, a debate that does
not neatly group U.S. citizens in a “for” or
“against” box. While this all may be true, I
am against the idea of same-sex marriage.
Religious arguments aside, samesex marriage would weaken the definition of
marriage for the entire country. At its current
definition, marriage is defined as existing
between one man and one woman. Marriage
is quickly becoming trivial and silly; drunken
celebrities tie the knot in Vegas and separate
within the month while half of the marriages
today end in divorce. If gay marriage was
legalized, dishonest people would take
advantage of the opportunity and wed to
obtain the financial benefits marriage offers.
Instead of a gay couple who truly loved each
other, two same-sex friends would be able to
marry (does “I Now Pronounce You Chuck
and Larry” ring any bells?).

Gay marriage would inarguably
change the legality of marriage itself.
Without a set definition (between a man
and a woman), there would be arguments to
allow all types of marriage - whether it be
polygamous, incest, or zoophilia. Once a law
is passed legalizing same-sex marriages, what
would stop someone from marrying ten
wives or even their car?
The traditional views of family
values would also be weakened, values that
our country was founded on and which have
continued to exist since its creation. Family
has always been considered a father, a mother,
and children. The question is: if gay marriage
was legalized, how would this new version of
“family” affect the minds and expectation of
future generations?
While I disagree with the idea of
same-sex marriage, I believe in the idea of a
civil union (an institution that allows a gay
couple to enjoy every right a heterosexual
union would) where a same-sex couple
would essentially be married without the
title of “marriage.” A gay couple would be
allowed every opportunity of marriage under
a civil union, from the adoption of children
to tax benefits.

Tidelands Contracting
Supports

Applause

By Wes Snell

The
looming
question of gay marriage
is one of particular
relevance in today’s
world, one that I think
will soon be decided in
a Supreme Court. It is
one of the last battles we
have to face towards civil
equality – not prejudices, of course – but of
granting that final segregated community of
homosexuals the same inalienable rights that
heterosexuals enjoy, the right to pursue their
happiness. This one isn’t even a question,
guys. It’s not a matter of whether or not we
should: that’s given. It’s a question of when –
and the sooner the better.
People hold so tightly to their
definitions. We are hard set to change our
rules, no matter how unfair. Just look at
the civil rights movement. Everyone then–
well, the privileged whites, at least – ranted
about how it would upset the structures and
definitions of society. It was right there on
paper, they pointed out, segregation is right.
It’s even got the Supreme Court’s stamp.
Separate but equal. That’s the way things
have always been, and that’s how things
should remain. But patterns do not mean
perfection, and civil unions are not the
same as marriage, they’re a spit in the face.
Okay, they get tax benefits. But what about
respect? We must consider the connotations
behind marriage versus a civil union. Think
of the “separate but equal” education system
for blacks in the first half of the twentieth
century. We’re using civil unions to take the
argument out from underneath those who
want not only tax benefits but respect for
their companionship. And here we are, still
dragging our feet towards what is right, what
is equal, what is fair.
The definitions of marriage have
already changed, in case nobody noticed. Do
fathers still choose their daughters husbands
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for them? No. Can women now leave their
husbands on an equal footing? Yes. We
have begun to eliminate the discrimination
towards women in marriage. Why shouldn’t
the same hold true towards two women, or
two men? Marriage should be redefined as
a union between two people in love, who
want to spend the rest of their lives together,
instead of between a man and a woman.
God knows the marriage system today rarely
fulfills both ends of that deal.
There is no ulterior agenda here.
There is not any scheming between thousands
two straight friends to get the legal benefits,
no more than between heterosexual couples
today. It doesn’t mean polygamy, it doesn’t
mean bestiality, and these comparisons are
disrespectful and narrow-minded. There is
an enormous difference between two men
and a man and a goat. Honestly, I don’t
even see the comparison. Homosexuals are
people, too, in case nobody noticed. They’re
not subhuman perverts. Do people really
not see that? Do I really need to make this
argument in the twenty-first century?
Homosexuality has been around as
long as heterosexuality. The Greeks practiced
it, the Romans, the Roman Catholics
and Protestants, Hindus and Muslims,
Americans and the French, men and women,
old and young, good and bad. We have to
stretch our prejudices across an ocean of
diversity to persecute them all. It’s not our
business to tell these people what to do with
their lives, nor to deny them the respect
they deserve for their love. On November
4 California passed Proposition 8, denying
gay marriage in a state that had once allowed
it. The issue of gay marriage is extremely
relevant in these times. I think it would be
the best example for generations to come to
not take advantage of our last chance to deny
someone civil rights. Let’s learn from history
and not repeat our mistakes. Give them their
rights. This is America, after all.

251 Meeting St. Charleston, SC 29401 . 843-722-7224
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SOA Book Wish List

Applause surveyed the SOA student body, to find out what books
they would most like to receive for the holidays.
Here are the top 15 responses from middle school and high school.

Middle School
1. Twilight
2. New Moon
3. Breaking Dawn
4. Eclipse
5. Brisingr
6. The Host
7. Inkdeath
8. The Clique series
9. The Lightning Thief
10. The Secret Life of Bees
11.Tails of Beedle the Bard
12. Titan’s Curse
13. The Bible
14. Inkheart
15. Eragon

High School
1. Twilight
2. Breaking Dawn
3. Brisingr
4. The Host
5. The Bible
6. Drama High
7. New Moon
8. Sex and the City
9. Guinness Book
of World Records 2009
10.The Clique
11. Eclipse
12. Snuff
13. Choke
14. Tears of a Tiger
15. Scar Tissue

Applause also asked SOA faculty members what books they would like for the holidays.

The Bible
Ms. Cromartie

A book by Dr. Cusatis.
Mr. Davis

A study bible.
Mr. Dawson

To Kill a Mockingbird
Ms. Gail

Any book with sodoku.
Ms. Sylvia

The complete Milford
series
Ms. Debbie

Encouraging the Heart
Mr. Reinhart

Vo. 10 No. 4

“A Lamborghini.”
Demitri Grigorieff
6th grade, Creative Writing

Applause
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“I would love to have point shoes.”
Elle Root
6th grade, Dance
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“Rock Band 2.”
Walker Townsend
7th grade, Strings

“A new skateboard.”
Sydney Dixon
7th grade, Theater

“What would be your
perfect Holiday gift?”
Compiled by
Chelsea Adent and Lizzie Caulder

Jay Holt
“I would like a new pair of Jordans.”
8th grade, Visual Arts

“I would like for all of the people in the
world to be healthy.”
Mrs. Cromartie

“A record deal.”
Joseph DuBose
9th grade, Creative Writing

“A cruise vacation with all of my friends.”
Claire Bailey
9th grade, Strings

“A giant closet full of my favorite clothes.”
Michael Lowman
10th grade, Theatre

“A small, cute puppy.”
Shelli Ciandella
10th grade, Strings

“A Peruvian, hot, fangorious-natured pepper
plant.”
Austin Jur
11th grade, Theater

“A penguin from Antarctica that can say
the alphabet backwards.”
Maddie Cooper
11th grade, Band

“An ’88 Pontiac would be awesome.”
Mark Reed
12th grade, Band

“Edgar Allen Poe’s poetry.”
Penelope Murray
12th grade, Piano
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Madagascar 2

Reviewed by DeAnna Kerley

Looking for another great family
movie? Look no further: Madagascar: Escape
2 Africa is finally here, three years since its
precursor first opened in theaters.
The film picks up just where the
first ends, as Alex (Ben Stiller), Marty (Chris
Rock), Melman (David Schwimmer), and
Gloria (Jada Pinkett Smith) board a penguincrafted airplane in hopes of reaching the their
home in New York City. A constant source
of laughter from the audience, the animals
accidentally land on the African continent.
Finally among their own kind, the animals
are introduced to their possible lives outside
the bars of the Central Park Zoo.
From
beginning
to end, the
film’s script
is
filled
with cute
jokes and
crazy gags,
leaving the
viewer with
a feeling
nothing
short
of
satisfaction
at
the
closing
credits.
While the movie sometimes seems to steal
from the classic animated movies (Lion
King, anyone?), the hilarious characters and
zany plot will definitely be something that
everyone can enjoy.

Reviews December 2008
Classic Movie Review Only by the Night
Applause

Reviewed by Lizzie Caulder

Director Colin Higgins’ 9 to 5 was released on
December 19, 1980. Higgins and producer
Bruce Gilbert
made this
m o v i e
with writer
Patricia
R e s n i c k ’s
screenplay.
T h e
story takes
place
in
1980 as Judy
Bernly (Jane
Fonda) takes
her first job
as a secretary
along with less than happy co-workers Violet
Newstead (Lily Tomlin) and Doralee Rhodes
(Dolly Parton). They work for Franklin
Hart, Jr., the Vice President of Consolidated
Companies, Inc. When finally pushed too
hard, the three mistreated women plan to
take revenge on Hart, a “sexist, egotistical,
lying, hypocritical bigot” (official tagline).
What made this movie so popular
was the song “9 to 5” by Dolly Parton. After
the movie was released, the up-beat country
song remained number one on the Billboard
Hot 100 for two weeks. It also won several
awards such as the Peoples Choice Award for
Favorite Motion Picture Song and two 1982
Grammy’s (Country Song of the Year and
Female Country Vocal of the year).
9 to 5 was greatly enjoyable to
watch, and fully demonstrates that “getting
even is a full time job” (alternate tagline).

Reviewed by DeAnna Kerley

As Kings of Leon’s Only by the
Night gained widespread popularity after its
release in September 2008, phrases like “too
commercial” and “too polished” were slung at
the band’s fourth effort. These phrases could
not be more deceptive or more untruthful.
The album is merely a reintroduction of the
band’s initial tone, as bassist Jared Followill
stated, “[the band was] ready to tackle their
southern roots.” Listening to Only by the
Night it is clear as to why the record is so
likable: its good music.
From the resonating echoes of
“Closer” to the soulful force of “Cold
Desert,” “Only by Night” is an inventive and
imaginative album from beginning to end.
While it may be true that the
record is not the band’s greatest - especially
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Classic Album

Reviewed by Rebecca Forman

when looking at the third album Because
of the Times - it is certain that Only by the
Night will be known as an artistic album and
possibly one of the best of 2008.

C l o s e r
by
Joy
Division
is one of
the most
haunting
a
n
d
creative
albums
one might
hear in a
lifetime. Released in 1980, it remains on
almost every important “top 100” album
list to this day, including Rolling Stone
and NME. Despite this, it seems to have
sunk into the sidelines of New Order and
Interpol, bands that were clearly inspired by
Joy Division’s somber sound and heavy use
of synthesizer.
Ian Curtis, vocalist, remains
heartbroken and bitter even with his pretty
much unemotional voice. The sound and
vocals truly combine in songs like Isolation,
one of their shorter songs, which combines
the high-pitched keyboard with echoing
drums.
In every song, his voice bears a
close resemblance to Jim Morrison, but
that’s just my opinion, and that’s the beauty
of Closer. No matter what you hear or how
you interpret the album, you are right. The
album was made for those who can appreciate
a masterpiece that can tie into almost any
emotion. It is versatile and approachable, as
well as, at times, good dance music.

a sublime level. Most notable is the extensive
use of lamb rather than beef, as it would be
blasphemous for a Hindu restaurant to serve
the meat of a cow. This lamb is as tender
as butter and carries the flavor of whatever
sauce it is cooked in, and is why I would
recommend the lamb dishes over those that
use chicken, vegetables, or seafood. Lastly,
no desserts I have ever encountered can
compare to Gulab Jamun, which are balls of
cheese-flavored cake cooked in honey-clove
syrup, and Rasmalai, a cake of sweet milk
curd served in a cold cream syrup.
Indian cuisine is also particularly friendly
to vegetarians, and at least half of the menu
is composed of extremely complex curries
and stews that use no animal flesh. As Indian

cuisine arose from a culture that largely
promotes vegetarianism, many dishes are
ancient vegetarian specialties that emphasize
flavor over “dietary” health. In addition,
lunch hours offer a daily selection of dishes
from different categories in the form of an
extensive buffet where Indian delicacies are
all-you-can-eat. This is the highest-quality
buffet I have ever seen.
There is no widely-available cuisine quite
like Indian. It is one of the oldest and most
refined styles of cooking in the world, and
its extraordinary flavors are not to be missed
by anyone who enjoys excellent and complex
food. The Lowcountry is lucky to have an
authentic Indian restaurant like Taste of
India, and I would recommend it to anyone.

Restaurant Review: Taste of India
By Forrest Putnam

It is fortunate that Charleston possesses a
good example of the delights of Indian food.
Taste of India is a distinct, pastel-orange
establishment located at 851 Savannah
Highway amid the fluttering eyesores of
car dealerships. The Indian atmosphere is
immediate and authentic from the first step
in the door, with a tray of sweet fennel seeds
offered by a Hindu goddess to one side of
the welcome mat. The wait staff is quick
and very gracious, and everything from
house-provided appetizers to pre-warmed
dinner plates are presented with professional
flourish. In fact, it is the friendliness and
exceptional service that set Taste of India
apart from its rival, oddly located just down
the street.

It is always advisable to begin an Indian
meal with an appetizer, and Taste of India
does not disappoint with its selection of
delectable meat and vegetable pastries,
sampler platters, and chutney. Particularly
excellent are the lamb somosas, which are
crispy deep-fried dumplings stuffed with
spicy ground lamb. There are also fragrant
teas and cold yoghurt drinks for those who
want a unique beverage.
The centrepiece of Taste of India’s offerings
are the entrees, which typically consist of
a thick yoghurt-based sauce flavored with
large amounts of curry, masala, and other
strong spices, stewed with meat or vegetables
and served over a bed of long grain rice. The
dishes are hearty, flavorful, and satisfying on
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Where were they then? Mr. Percy shares his childhood activities and memories
By Dorothy Behre

Mr. Steve Percy
bagan teaching
math at SOA
last year. He
took some time
to tell Applause
staff
writer
Dorothy Behre
about his life
prior to SOA.
Where were you
born/where did
you grow up?
I was born in
New
Kensington, PA on
June 10, 1968.
We didn’t live
there very long
because my dad
got transferred
to
Fostoria,
Ohio. That is
where I lived until my eighth grade year when
Dad was transferred to Charleston. That was
1982 and I have lived here ever since. I have
an older brother, Mike, and a younger brother,

Ryan. I attended both public
school and private Catholic
school. When summer break
came around, Mom would
have our bags packed, waiting
for us outside of school. We
had a summer camp on Lake
Ontario in New York. We had
“summer friends” that we hung
out with. We stayed there with
my aunt, uncle, and my cousins, who would come down
on the weekends. My Dad always took two weeks vacation
in July and we would all go to
my grandparent’s camp near the
St. Lawrence River. We would
go on a getaway every summer
too. I can remember going to
Lake Placid when they were getting ready for the 1980 Olympics and to Niagara Falls. The
highlight of the summer was
always The Fireman’s Field Days. It was the
equivalent to the fair at Ladson Fairgrounds.
We usually did our school shopping there and
wouldn’t come home until the weekend before

school started.
My backyard in Ohio
was hundreds of acres of
farm land. One year it would
be corn fields and others it
would be wheat fields. When
the farmer planted corn,
we used to go out into the
middle and spin around and
try to find our way out of the
corn. We would also build
dirt tracks in the fields with
ramps and stuff for our BMX
bikes. I was also involved in
other activities. I was a Cub
Scout and played rec. football, basketball, and swimming. I played for Emerson
Junior High School in 7th
and 8th grade. I have to say
that I enjoyed my childhood.
Where did you go to school?
Was it similar or different from
SOA?
I went to Middleton High School in West Ashley. It has since merged with the old St. Andrews High School to form West Ashley High
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School. I don’t think there is another school
like SOA. It is very
unique. We did
have some arts. I remember band and
vocal. Mr. Rogers
taught there when I
went. Darius Rucker of Hootie and
the Blowfish graduated from Middleton two years ahead
of me. I guess he
is our most famous
arts graduate. We
also had auto shop,
so I guess that is different. I was able to
work on photography because I was
on the yearbook
staff. We had a
darkroom, developed our own film,
and printed all of the black and whites for our
yearbook. We also had all of the major sports

Continued on Page 15

Where are they now? Elaine Hume discusses the joys and hardships of teaching
By Kimberly Jenkins

Elaine Hume was a creative writer in
SOA’s first graduating class, in 2001. She has since
gone on to graduate from Tulane University and
has become a teacher in New Orleans.
How has your SOA education affected you?
SOA gave me an opportunity to develop my
interests and talents. I received a well-rounded
education and gained exposure to ideas, theories,
practices, artists, movements and art forms. SOA
planted a seed of curiosity and appreciation for the
arts which I cultivated throughout college and my
professional life.
How has your experience as a student of the creative
writing program at SOA influenced you?
It developed my writing ability. It also forced me
to be a voracious reader. I don’t think I would
have been as successful in college as I was if I had
not read and written so much. Mrs. Miles was an
incredibly supportive figure in my life. She kept all
of us in line and treated us like her own children.
I’ll never forget the trips to New York and Italy
with the creative writing class, or the time Mrs.
Miles and I drove up to Washington, D.C. for the
Scholastic Art and Writing Awards ceremony.
Which college or university did you attend for
undergraduate studies and what was your experience
like?
I attended Tulane University and double-majored
in linguistics and communication.
I was involved in a lot of leadership and community
service organizations. I ran an adult literacy
volunteer program and tutored in elementary

schools. I was a resident advisor for the all-female
freshman dorm. I was also president of my
sorority, Kappa Alpha Theta, and really enjoyed
taking a leadership role in
such a historic and respected
international organization.
I got to represent my chapter
at the International Grand
Convention in California
and was overwhelmed by
the connections I made
with women of all ages
from all over the continent
who pledged themselves
to uphold the same values
and ideals as I. The people
with whom I keep in touch
the most from college are
sorority sisters and friends
with whom I served on
student government.
What influenced you to
become a teacher?
I come from a family of
educators, so I always
respected the profession. I
wasn’t going to be satisfied
unless I was working toward improving the lives of
others while challenging myself. I applied to Teach
for America, a highly competitive organization
whose mission is to build the movement to
eliminate educational inequity by placing young,
motivated college graduates in rural and urban

schools in high-poverty areas. Even though I did
not pursue education coursework during college, I
was able to get certified while teaching.
Please give a brief summary
of your experiences as a
teacher.
The
New
Orleans
public school system has
historically been one of
the worst in the nation. I
spent my first two weeks
in a severely overcrowded
school in the eastern part of
the city. I found out what
I classes I was teaching two
days before school started.
I remember leaving school
that Friday in tears because
I was so overwhelmed by
the task ahead of me.
It never occurred to
me that I would not be
returning to that school the
next Monday. Hurricane
Katrina
blindsided
everyone.
The school
where I initially taught was
flooded severely and has since been torn down. It’s
rumored that people were trapped in the school
during the flood and drowned. No one knows
exactly what happened in the days after the levees
broke.
After a brief hiatus from the classroom, I began

teaching at a different school, one that was 45 miles
from my house. That was a miserable year: I left my
house at 5:15 every morning and often fell asleep at
the wheel. The school was overcrowded. I pushed a
wheeled metal cart from class to class, pushing my
way through almost 2,000 students. That first year
was about survival; I think I probably learned more
than my students.
I’m teaching English at the oldest public high
school in New Orleans. I’m teaching there for a
second year and feel like I am able to impact my
students’ lives. I wish I had the resources and the
ability to give my students the kind of education I
received. I never realized how much the culture of
SOA benefited me until I worked at schools that
did not offer the same. My students have to struggle
with so much more adversity on a daily basis than
I ever had to face. Often they are caring for their
siblings or their own children while working full
time and attending school. I sometimes feel guilty
for pushing them and demanding so much from
them academically when I know so much else
competes for their attention outside of school.
However, I also know that if I do not maintain
high expectations of them that they often will not
achieve academic success elsewhere.
New Orleans has infected me with its charm, its
dysfunction, and its personality. There is so much
work to be done here that I can’t see myself leaving
until I have put forth all my effort to improving the
educational landscape for my students.

Page 12

Applause

Student Work

December 2008

Vol. 10 No. 4

Miles Merritt
Eli Hayden

Amy Fox

Henry Camp
Chrissy Thorne

Hans Turner

Vol. 10 No. 4

Applause

Strange Columns

Page 13

December 2008

Beyond Strange:Diabetes is the lesser of some evils Sass-Attack: Taking road rage to a whole new level
By Sam Whitley
By David SassNobody likes getWe’ve all seen
this ad. A man with
a cowboy hat and a
handlebar mustache sits
astride a horse. “Hello,
I’m Wilford Brimley,”
he drawls, “And I have
diabeetis.” Those words
were probably the first
that many of us had
heard about debilitating diseases, with these
commercials crammed in the middle of
our cartoons and toy commercials. Though
diabeetis is one of the first severe illnesses
we learned about, there are a lot worse ones
out there, ones that any network executive
wouldn’t dare make an infomercial about.
This is the worst of the worst – not even a
b-list Hollywood actor could save you from
these diseases.
Fibrodysplasia ossificans progressiva
is one such disorder, and quite possibly the
leading cause of atheism. In short, it turns a
person’s muscles into bone. Everybody starts
off with this gene in their body; it’s necessary
for a baby to grow a skeleton as it develops.

Moon Love

By Forrest Putnam

The USA, the
Russian Federation, and
the People’s Republic of
China have all decided to
put aside petty concerns
like the global economic
recession and a starving
Third World to build a
colony on the Moon! All
three countries have serious
plans to begin construction of permanent bases
on the moon by 2025. Russia wants to start
as early as 2022, and they have eagerly proved
that, with the addition of air, food crops can be
grown within Lunar conditions of 15-day days
and reduced gravity. Americans point out that
it would be so much easier to send a spacecraft
to Mars from the moon than from Earth. China
is going to send a single manned mission to our
lifeless satellite in 2009, mostly to try and prove
that the 1969 moon landing was a fake. These
are all pressing issues, especially since the moon
contains a wealth of Helium-3, an isotope rare
on Earth, that is useful for producing muchneeded nuclear weapons. This is considered the
best prize that a potential mine on the moon
could provide.
There are three logical locations
for a Lunar outpost. The North Pole is the

Unlike everyone else, this gene never stops
working in somebody with FOP. Whenever
the muscles become worn or damaged, they
become ossified (jargon for turned to bone).
Eventually, anyone unfortunate enough to
have this disease loses the ability to move and
becomes a living statue.
Epidermodysplasia verruciformis is
slightly better than FOP, though that’s like
saying Meet the Spartans is better than being
devoured by ants – not by much. This disease
causes a sufferer to erupt in a sickening mass
of warts and lesions. Like FOP, its cause is
genetic, leaving one especially susceptible to
skin infections. The severity of these warts is
so extreme, it makes a person resemble a tree.
Accordingly, the most famous individual with
the disease, Dede Koswara, was nicknamed
“The Tree Man” by the press.
If these aren’t some of the worst
diseases, I don’t know what is. Maybe the
Tree Man should have his own infomercial
to teach the youth about our world’s ungodly
horrors. But then again, I don’t think the
Tree Man was in The Thing. And he doesn’t
have as cool a mustache.

safest, with minimal attention from scorching
sunlight, subzero night chills, and superfast
space pebbles capable of reducing an armored
shuttle to orbiting junk. The second location
would be the equator, which has a fractionally
lower escape velocity for launching vessels,
and is therefore the optimal site for a Martian
waystation. The only drawback would be a
constant barrage of UV radiation from the sun,
as well as “moon dust,” which means clouds
of razor sharp grains of sand traveling faster
than a jet across the lunar landscape. Last is
the dreaded Far Side of the moon, which has
not been explored on the ground at all, even
by rovers. This constantly subzero-frozen, pitch
black wasteland would make the perfect spot
for a high-powered observatory. This is because
the Dark Side always faces outward, toward
the stars, and is not affected by light distortion
from Earth.
Though the deadlines these three countries
have set up regarding moon colonization
may be challenging at best, it is refreshing to
know that the old twentieth century dreams of
disregarding earthly concerns to conquer the
stars are still alive. Even though Earth may have
been stuck with an airless, inhospitable rock
of a moon, it apparently does not mean that
mankind won’t attempt to live there.

ting hit, especially
when the thing hitting you is an SUV
that makes a woolly mammoth look
like a Chihuahua
and whose license
plate is at about
the same height as
your head. Okay,
so maybe the SUV
that backed into
me the day before I am writing this (which,
coincidentally, is the day that it’s due; I can
see Chaney shooting looks at me filled with
enough venom and barely contained menace
to fell a small wildebeest) wasn’t bigger than
a caveman’s favorite food, but it sure seemed
like it compared to the tiny VW Golf I was
in. And the last time I checked, most people
like to look behind them when they back up,
primarily to avoid complete failures such as
that.
I’ll be the first to admit that I’m not
the most experienced driver, having only been
driving legally for about half a year. But honestly, I am pretty much more willing to enlist in the Marines and be shipped off to Iraq
than drive on most highways and interstates
in America, if only because my chances of
dying overseas in the middle of “World War
III” (as our soon-to-be-gone President Bush
has referred to it) are equal, if not lesser, than
my chances of getting in a fatal car wreck in
America. As my old man is fond of saying,
“One of the most dangerous things you can
do is to get in a car in America.” Just in 2007
alone, over 41,000 Americans were killed in
car accidents on the highway. And the sad
thing is, I can see why so many people have
been killed on United States “dieways.” I’ve
seen people doing some of the stupidest things

instead of actually driving: putting on their
makeup, getting dressed for work, trying to
eat a colossal sub or hamburger that requires
both hands to stuff it in your face, and other,
increasingly absurd acts of either daredevil
recklessness or arrogant ignorance (or maybe
even both; I’ve yet to make up my mind). I
mean, I remember seeing one woman doing
her makeup, talking on her cell phone, tending to her infant child in the front seat next
to her, and cradling a Chihuahua dressed in a
hideous little doggie Halloween outfit in her
lap. Oh, I almost forgot to mention that she
was going at about 80 to 200 miles an hour
down the highway in a gigantic H2. Sometimes, I’m surprised to wake up and see that
the human race is still alive.
And then there are the insane people driving like they’ve only got five minutes
left to live and they need to get all the way
to California before their time is up. Or
maybe they just want to go really, really fast
and break some record before the cops haul
them away to meet their new, orange-clad
cellmates. I can understand the desire to just
floor it and scream down the highway eking
as much speed as you can get out of the engine; I think everyone has experienced it at
one point or another. But that’s why we have
old country roads that nobody uses anymore;
no cops around to ruin your fun, and when
(not if ) you crash, no one else will get hurt
because of your stupidity. See? It’s a win-win
situation; you get to have your fun, and I get
to have a slightly less polluted gene pool in
America!
All in all, considering how dangerous it is
to drive nowadays, don’t be surprised if you
come across a huge armor-plated tank rolling
down the street crushing everything stupid
enough to not get out of its way. That’ll just
be me, taking the maximum precautions to
make sure I stay safe while I go to do my grocery shopping.

Gregory Samuel Foreman Attorney At Law
171 Church Street
Franke Building, Suite 160
Charleston, SC 29401
Fax: (843) 577-0460
Office: (843) 720-3749
Mobile: (843) 224-6973
Email: attorney@gregoryforman.com
Web: www.gregoryforman.com
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Where were they then? Mr. Percy (cont. from page 11)
By Dorothy Behre

and I lettered in football, wrestling, and track
& field. The student population was not much
different than what we have here at SOA.
What were your favorite hobbies when you were
younger? Have they changed?
I collected baseball cards, and strange as it
sounds, I was a beer can collector. I have no
idea why I started, but I had a pretty nice collection. I have since sold most of my baseball
cards and what I had left I gave to my son. My
beer cans are still boxed up in my attic. I may
have to break them out and start
e-baying now that I think of it. Nowadays, I
like to play golf and spend time with my family.
Have you always enjoyed math? How long did you
know you wanted to teach?

I have always enjoyed math. I can remember
making a 100 average in Algebra I. I went in
to teaching because I wanted to coach football.
When the time came for me to pick a subject,
I chose math because it’s considered a “critical
needs” subject. I got the itch to start teaching
in 1995 and completed my masters program by
1997. That is the first year I taught. I taught
7th and 8th grade math at C.E. Williams Middle School, while coaching both J.V. and Varsity football at St. Andrews HS.
What bands did you listen to as a teen and in your
college years?
As a teen I remember listening to Van Halen,
Journey, AC-DC, The Police, Lynard Skynard,
The Eagles, Duran Duran, Prince, The Beastie
Boys, The Violent Femmes, and a whole lot

more. In college I was into The Doors, Led
Zeppelin, Pink Floyd, Hendrix, Janis Joplin,
The Grateful Dead, REM, Metallica, Nirvana,
Jane’s Addiction, The Steve Miller Band, and a
lot of the older bands. I still listen to all of it.
Music is a big part of my life. I have almost
1000 songs on my i-Pod.
Looking back, is there anything that you wore/listened to/did that would seem goofy now, that you
wouldn’t mind sharing?
Okay, I am guilty of a few here. In the ‘80’s,
I wore parachute pants and had a semi-mullet
with a rat-tail.
In the ’70’s I wore polyester shirts with huge
collars and bell-bottomed pants. I also listened
to Barry Manilow and The Bee Gees.

Horoscopes
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By Zordon

Sagittarius (November 22 – December 21):
Now’s not the time to be truculent. For now, you
should strive to be silent, reticent. There’s never a
bad time to brush up on SAT words.
Capricorn (December 22 – January 19): Caring
about your appearance is a good thing, but don’t
get too carried away. It’s not like the legions of
microscopic insects infesting your body will ever
care.
Aquarius (January 20 – February 18): Sleeping
that extra hour’s never going to help you. The
time to act is now, so get up out of bed. Don’t you
know how many people die in those things?
Pisces (February 19- March 20): There is a map
hidden on the back of this issue. Follow its clues
wisely – find Grover Cleveland’s secret treasure!
Aries (March 21 – April 19): Remember, using
dated Internet catchphrases makes you the
pinnacle of cool! Your friends may stop talking
to you, but don’t be fooled: they only think that
they’re not AWESOME enough to be in your
presence.

Sudoku

Taurus (April 20 – May 20): Is the world an
unforgiving place? Do you feel that nobody will
ever understand you? Sometimes it helps to sit
and think in a quiet place, like a peaceful park in
the morning, the train tracks, or the ocean floor.
Gemini (May 21 – June 21): Here’s a
[UNSPECIFIED
WINTER
HOLIDAY]
greeting just for YOU! Be jolly, or don’t, if that
doesn’t agree with your customs! Have a good
time participating in [HOLIDAY ACTIVITY]
this winter break!
Cancer (June 22- July 22): A slavering space
demon has approached you! To cast magic
missiles, turn to page three. To try to escape,
turn to page five. Reader beware: YOU choose
the scare!
Leo (July 23 – August 22): Don’t let a minor
setback interfere with your plans. You can always
opt for manslaughter.
Virgo (August 23 – September 22): Be sure to
keep up with your daily responsibilities. You will
be rewarded – you might even have your own
cubicle one day!

Can you get to the star?

Libra (September 23 – October 22): You shouldn’t
let the little things get to you. Sometimes it’s best
to relax and ignore the stressful aspects of life, like
traffic lights and sirens.
Scorpio (October 23 – November 21): Don’t
move. Keep perfectly still and stay quiet. It’s
watching.
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