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Letter from the Editors
Letter from the Editors
Dear SOA,
 Welcome back! As your new editors, the three of us are beyond excited to keep Applause 
clapping, bring you up-to-date with what’s happenin’, and, as always, provide entertainment.  
� ,Q�KRQRU�RI�WKH�XSFRPLQJ�¿IWHHQWK�DQQLYHUVDU\�RI�Applause, we have continued to 
enhance our publication, including the development of a new state-of-the-art website, www.soa-
applause.com, which will feature our 15 year archive. Also, please like our page on Facebook to 
keep up with activities, events, performances, and the general goings-on at SOA. 
� ,Q�WKLV�LVVXH��\RX¶OO�¿QG�DQ�RYHUYLHZ�RI�RXU�QHZ�PDMRU��&RVWXPH�DQG�'HVLJQ��DV�ZHOO�DV�D�
look at the origins and accomplishments of the program. On pages 6 and 7, you can get to know 
62$¶V�QHZ�WHDFKHUV��$QG�ZH�NQRZ�\RX�ZLOO�HQMR\�RXU�LQWHUYLHZ�ZLWK�'U��3HUULQHDX��WKH�QHZ�DV-
sistant vice principal. Who knew that Dr. Perrineau is a Star Wars�IDQ"�&KHFN�RXW�ZKDW�HYHU\-
one was up to over the summer in our colorful “Summer Highlights” centerfold.
 We will continue to feature plenty of student artwork and writing, because after all, this 
is your newspaper. We want to make sure every student, teacher, and parent can take a look 
into our pages, appreciate the value of our school, and be proud of the unique contribution each 
person brings to SOA.  Thank you to all our patrons and advertisers! 
 This one’s for you, Mom.
   Love, 
   Taylor, Suzanne, and Graham
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Editorial: Disappearing Ink
 As members of the SOA Applause staff, we have important roles we must take on. We 
are writers, publishers, reporters, photographers, and more recently, preservers of printed 
QHZV��2XU�JRDO�LQ�WKH�HQG�LV�WR�SURGXFH�D�QHZVSDSHU��WKH�¿QDO�SURGXFW�RI�ZHHNV�RI�UHVHDUFK��
interviewing, and editing. 
 When we complete a paper, it is right there in front of us. We can hold it in our hands, 
feel the weight of the pages, see our articles and pictures set down in neat margins, smell the 
ink. Putting out the newspaper is a tradition we seek to continue— it is essentially a log of 
human communication. It is us giving you the news via a tangible product. 
� 2Q� WKH� RWKHU� KDQG�� DV� WKH� DJH� RI� WHFKQRORJ\� H[WHQGV� LWV� LQÀXHQFH� LQWR� WKH�PHGLD��
Applause embraces it. Our website, soa-applause.com, is yet another way for our readers to 
connect with us. Readers can also provide feedback on articles or features they have read. The 
Internet is extremely important in the exchanging of news in this way— but we can’t stress 
enough the validity of an actual newspaper. 
 More and more information in the 21st century is making the transition from paper to 
pixels. Poet and former President of the National Endowment for the Arts Dana Gioia refers 
to this modern phenomenon as “disappearing ink.” 
� .HHSLQJ�WKLV�LQ�PLQG��RXU�JUDWLWXGH�WRZDUGV�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�SURYLGHG�¿QDQFLDO�DQG�
moral support is without bounds. Your generosity ensures that we can keep Applause in print 
and continue to strengthen our presence online, not as a replacement for our physical paper, 
but as an extension of our publication. 
 As the new generation of Applause staff, as lovers of the printed word, as maintainers 
of a newspaper now 15 years strong, we promise to our readers that we won’t let our ink 
disappear.



PEARL
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AMETHYST
Ms. Rhoda Ascanio

Mr. Mark Lazzaro

Mr. Alan Brehm

Mr. Mark Teseniar

The Schaible Family

Ms. Kimberly Zerbst

TURQUOISE
Ms. Christine Bednarczyk

Ms. Tracey Castle
Ms. Anne M. Cimballa

Dr. John Cusatis
Debbie Dekle

Ms. Sylvia Edwards
Mr. Rutledge Hammes

Ms. Tiffany Clementi Hammes
Ms. Beth Webb Hart

Mr. Brett Johnsen
Ms. Robin Greig

Ms. Rosemarie Miles
Mr. Vincent Pezzeca
Mr. Sean Scapellato

Ms. Penny Zhang

PERIDOT
The Crosby Family

Mr. Basil Kerr
Ms. Stacey LeBrun
Christian Leprettre

Olivia Lopez
Claudia Ludden

Ms. Shannon Pennetti
Ms. Mandy Wade

John White

Luke Ablonczy

Ted Anastopoulo

McKenna Andrews

Maria Carrillo

Kelsey Costa

Sarah Courville

Houdini

Yulma DiPaolo

Carly Edwards

Frank Fabor

Jacob Fairchild

Abbey Kirkland

River Kopsak

Emily Lanter

Katy LeBarron

Abby LeRoy

Olivia Levins

Mr. Kirk Lindgren

Emma MacMillan

Callie McLean

Destiny Meadows

Sterling Moore

Mr. Michael Morelli

Ms. Courtney Moschella

Leigh Nelson

Meredith Riggs

Elle Root

Vasantha Sambamurti

Christina Simpson

Denver Smith

TOPAZ
The Doran Family

John and Joan Hogan
Jane and Kerry Lassiter

The McCord Family

GARNET
Ms. Sue Bennett

Ms. Debra Benson
Angie and Grant Carwile

Mr. Karl Clark
Ms. Bethany Crawford
Ms. Susanne Drennan

Ms. Ann Marie Fairchild
Ms. Sarah Fitzgerald

Jim and Rhonda Hunter
Ms. Beth Lasley

Ms. Rosamond Lawson
Mr. and Mrs. H. Chapman McKay

Mr. Heath Orvin
Ron and Valerie Paquette 

Jonah, Keara, & Caelan Paquette
Ms. Nan Rickson

Ms. Christine Rogers
Mr. Kevin Short
Mr. Bill Smyth

The Varnado Family

SAPPHIRE
James and Jennifer Moriarty

The Wise Family

Thank you Applause patrons for your generosity! 

If you would like to be added to our growing list of patrons, please e-mail  
taylor@soa-applause.com. 
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Catching up with Madeleine Vath, outgoing Applause editor
by Suzanne Jackson
 This fall, our beloved 2014-2015 Applause editor left Charleston for Columbia to study at the University of South Carolina Honors 

College. We’re curious to see how she’s spending time now that she is no longer yelling at us to turn in our assignments on the due date. 

Suzanne Jackson: What is your favorite part about college so far? 
Madeleine Vath: It’s so hard to pick just one thing! I am torn between taking naps–I mean doing 
homework in my hammock and sleeping past 8am every day. Having a meal plan is pretty great too, 
especially seeing as the best food is on the first floor of my dorm!
SJ: What do you miss the most about the 2013-2014 Applause staff? 
MV: Ted Anastopoulo.
SJ: What advice would you give the current editors?
MV: Delegate, delegate, DELEGATE! Do not stretch yourselves too thin. You have a huge staff this year; 
take advantage of that manpower.
SJ: Are you involved with anything pertaining to journalism? 
MV: Well first of all, I am majoring in print journalism. This semester I am taking a class called “Writing 
for Mass Communications” taught by a professor who was the editor of a newspaper for 22 years. It’s all 
grammar, phrasing, and style, so you can imagine how incredibly excited the grammar nerd in me is to 
be taking that class! I am also planning on writing for The Daily Gamecock, USC’s daily newspaper, and 
possibly Garnet & Black, the university’s monthly magazine.
SJ: How did being editor of Applause prepare you for any aspect of college, if at all?
MV: Being on the Applause staff for two years gave me invaluable experience, not only in journalism, 
but also in time and stress management. In college, you have a lot more “free time” out of class, but 
more than enough reading assignments to fill it with. Basically, if you don’t know how to buckle down 
and focus, it is difficult to get anything done. Being a big part of the staff prepared me for the inordinate 
amount of outside work I now have. Like seriously, I had to read The Tempest in five days. I am extremely 
grateful I had already read it once in Ms. Bronk’s class.

Graham Crolley
Senior Creative Writer

Known for: The hair
Smells like: Teen spirit
Favorite movie: Almost 

Famous

According to Carly 
Simon: Probably thinks 
this song is about him

Taylor Dahl
Senior Creative Writer

Known for: Giving bad 
advice and being sarcastic
Can be found: Sleeping 
in unusual places
Favorite hobby: Sleeping
Favorite Cookout 
milkshake: Banana 
Pudding

Suzanne Jackson
Senior Creative Writer

Favorite unappreciated 
breakfast cereal: Raisin 
Bran
Can be found: Asleep in 
various locations
Best friend: F. Rutledge 
Hammes
Skills: Mad

Meet Your 2014-2015 SOA Applause Editors
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2014-2015 

SOA Applause 
Staff

Nikita Narodnitskiy
Senior Creative Writer

Loves: Long drives

Eats: Golden earlobes of the 

¿QHVW�EHHI
Has never: Been on a long 

drive

Can be found at: Who’s 

asking?

Savanna Osborne
Senior Creative Writer

Favorite late night horror 
movie: Silent Hill

Can be found: Holed up in my 

room playing Bioshock

Favorite book focusing on 
WKH�ÀDZV�RI�PRGHUQ�VRFLHW\: 

Fahrenheit 451

Most likely to:�)DOO�ÀDW�RQ�IDFH�LQ�
front of a large crowd

Dmitri Grigorieff
Senior Creative Writer

Likes to: Participate in Arts & 

Crafts.

No: Flex Zone

Yes: Would you like a ripe 

plump peach?

Likely to be found: Chasing 

hope

Photo C
redit: Suzanne Jackson

Sarah McCord
Senior Piano Major

Celebrity crush: Shaggy Rogers

Favorite documentary: Twilight

Dream job: Writing for the school 

newspaper 

Short term life goal: World Peace

Aly Wintz
Senior Vocal Major 

Favorite anime: Hetalia 

Favorite pair of socks: Black mustache 

crew socks

Pastimes include: Pretending to be 

Iron Man in the local Mount Pleasant 

Walmart.  

Jacob Lazzaro
Junior Piano Major

Favorite books: Too 

many

Favorite online link 
aggregator: Reddit

Favorite foreign candy: 

Picnic Bar

Has lived in: Sydney, 

Australia for 2 1/2 years.

Cherry Hu
Senior Strings Major

Favorite fruit: Mango

Coffee or tea: Tea

Likely to be found: Searching for 

WKH�WUXWK�LQ�¿FWLRQ

Noah Jordan
Senior Creative Writer

Popular pseudonyms: Scrapdog 

Johnson

Favorite restaurant: Captain D’s

Employed by: Taco Spot

Photo C
redit: Suzanne Jackson

Photo C
redit: Suzanne Jackson

Photo C
redit: Suzanne Jackson

Photo C
redit: Suzanne Jackson

Photo C
redit: Suzanne Jackson

Nick Scapellato
Junior Creative Writer

$OVR�NQRZQ�DV: Sick Napellato

Can be found: Frolicking

Feelin’: 22

Favorite article of clothing: Socks

Photo C
redit: G

raham
 C

rolley

Photo C
redit: Suzanne Jackson

Tommy Nauman
Junior Theatre Major

'LUHFWLRQ�,�ZDQW�WR�JR�LQ�OLIH: 
Backwards

I enjoy: Making my own food, 

even if it’s really simple.

Favorite topping: Bacon

Photo C
redit: Suzanne Jackson

Photo C
redit: N

ick Scapellato



 Page 6                      Features           October 2014             

  Ms. Stallsmith has lived 
in Charleston her entire life. She 
says there is something about 
the area that she couldn’t get 
away from. She completed her 
counseling internship at Fort 
Johnson Middle and James 
Island Charter High School. 
Last year, she was a counselor 
at C.E. Williams Middle School.  
Ms. Stallsmith received a B.S. 
in Psychology at The College of 
Charleston as well as a M.Ed. 
in Educational Counseling 

at The Citadel Graduate College. She has always aspired to be a 
counselor so she can help children of all ages with their problems. 
She stated in our interview, “I feel as though I have found my calling 
as a school counselor.” She loves being able to positively impact 
the lives of students here at SOA. She has three children of her own 
and loves to spend time with them out on the waters of Charleston.

Ms. StallsmithPhoto Credit: Nick Scapellato

Middle School Guidance

Ms. Yackey

 Ms. Yackey grew up in 
Columbia, SC, and received 
her undergraduate degree in 
mathematics from the College of 
Charleston. She then moved  to 
North Carolina and stayed there 
for six years. Five of those years she 
spent teaching math at two different 
schools. “I missed Charleston 
so much that my husband and I 
decided to move back,” she stated. 
They have 3 cats, love math and both 
play Ultimate Frisbee. As a child, 
she wanted to be a professional 
soccer player, but that all changed after she discovered Ultimate. 
She went on to be on Team USA when they won the 2009 Kaohsiung 
World Games. She has “always loved math and teaching Geometry, 
but I love teaching Cadet Class - a class full of students who want to be 
future teachers.” She continued by noting that her “classes are also full 
of amazing and AWESOME KIDS who care, attempt to do homework, 
ask questions, and are respectful to their teacher (which is pretty 
H[FLWLQJ�ZKHQ� \RX� DVN� D� WHDFKHU��´� 6KH� ¿QGV� WHDFKLQJ� KHUH� FRPSOHWHO\�
different and cannot wait to continue teaching such respectful students.

Photo Credit: Nick Scapellato

High School Math

Ms. Tillotson

 Becoming SOA’s newest dance 
teacher is something that just makes 
sense for Ms. Kristin Tillotson. She 
attended a performing arts high 
school in New York and went on to 
teach dance for four years at a magnet 
school in Philadelphia called Hill 
Freedman World Academy, where she 
co-directed and choreographed the 
annual musical. She earned a BFA in 
dance education from the University 
of the Arts in Philadelphia and a 
Masters in Dance/Movement Therapy 

IURP� 'UH[HO� 8QLYHUVLW\�� 6KH� WROG� XV� KHU� ¿UVW� GD\� ZDV� H[FLWLQJ� DQG�
that she loves meeting new people. She enjoys all types of music and 
likes movies and books ranging from Top Gun to Watership Down. 
She loves her dogs, Brutus and Pita, her cat, Alora, and getting to 
see her family more often now that she lives here in South Carolina.

Photo Credit: Suzanne Jackson

Dance

Meet SOA’s New Teachers

Photo Credit: Nick Scapellato

 Ms. Bourgeois  graduated 
from to Oakland University in 
Michigan. Before coming to SOA, 
she taught grades 6-8 at South Lake 
Middle School for two years. Her 
¿UVW�GD\�WHDFKLQJ�DW�62$�³ZDV�IXOO�RI�
emotion.  I was excited and nervous 
at meeting my new students and 
being at a new school.  This was by 
IDU�WKH�EHVW�¿UVW�GD\�RI�VFKRRO�,�KDYH�
had teaching.” She says that social 
studies was always her favorite 
subject in school, and that she had considered teaching for as long as she 
could remember. She decided she would be a teacher when she took a 
high school course where she helped to run a pre-school. If she attended 
SOA, she says that she would choose dance as her major. She wants her 
students to know that if she’s ever in a bad mood, to tell her a corny joke.

Middle School Social Studies

Ms. Bourgeois

by Graham Crolley, Savanna Osborne, 
and Tommy Nauman
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 Ms. Stacey Lebrun received degrees from both Boston University and Central Connecticut State 

8QLYHUVLW\�EHIRUH�VKH�¿UVW�VWDUWHG�WHDFKLQJ�DW�:LQGVRU�/RFNV�+LJK�6FKRRO�LQ�&RQQHFWLFXW��HYHQWXDOO\�
PRYLQJ�RQ�WR�:RRGURZ�:LOVRQ�0LGGOH�6FKRRO�LQ�0LGGOHWRZQ��&7��:KHQ�VKH�PRYHG�WR�6RXWK�&DUROLQD��
VKH�WDXJKW�DW�*UHJJ�0LGGOH��7LPEHUODQG�+LJK��:HVW�$VKOH\�0LGGOH��DQG�%XUNH�+LJK�EHIRUH�PRYLQJ�
WR�6DYDQQDK��*HRUJLD�ZKHUH�VKH�WDXJKW�DW�%HDFK�+LJK�6FKRRO��$IWHU�WKDW��VKH�IRXQG�KHU�ZD\�WR�62$�
DQG�VD\V�VKH�LQWHQGV�WR�VWD\��6KH�GHVFULEHG�KHU�¿UVW�GD\�RQ�WKH�MRE�KHUH�DV�³D�MR\´�DQG�KHU�VWXGHQWV�DV�
³ZHOO�EHKDYHG��NLQG��DQG�UHFHSWLYH�´�6KH�VD\V�VKH�ZRXOG�EH�D�9LVXDO�$UWLVW�LI�VKH�FRXOG�KDYH�D�PDMRU��
DQG� HQMR\V� ROGHU� 6WHSKHQ� .LQJ� QRYHOV�� 2XWVLGH� RI� VFKRRO�� RQH� FRXOG� ¿QG� KHU� GRLQJ� IXQ� DFWLYLWLHV�
VXFK� DV� ND\DNLQJ�� ULGLQJ� KHU� ELNH�� ZDWFKLQJ� 79� VKRZV� RQ� 1HWÀL[�� DQG� VHDUFKLQJ� IRU� D� SHW� SXSS\�

Photo Credit: Nick Scapellato

Ms. Pennetti
    

 Ms. Pennetti graduated from 

:HVW� &KHVWHU� 8QLYHUVLW\�� 3ULRU� WR�
62$��VKH�WDXJKW�LQ�WKH�'RZQLQJWRZQ�
6FKRRO� 'LVWULFW� DQG� FRPSOHWHG� KHU�
VWXGHQW�WHDFKLQJ�LQ�WKH�8SSHU�'DUE\�
6FKRRO� 'LVWULFW� RI� 3HQQV\OYDQLD��
:KHQ� DVNHG� KRZ� KHU� ¿UVW� GD\�
WHDFKLQJ�DW�62$�ZDV��VKH�UHVSRQGHG��
³,W� ZDV� DPD]LQJ�� 7KH� VWXGHQWV� DUH�
VR� NLQG� DQG�JHQXLQHO\� H[FLWHG� WR�EH�
KHUH��7KH\�ZHUH�WKH�PRVW�SROLWH�DQG�
VZHHWHVW� JURXS� RI� VWXGHQWV� ,� KDYH�
HYHU� H[SHULHQFHG� RQ� D� ¿UVW� GD\�´�
She says that she loves the unique 

DWPRVSKHUH� RI� 62$�� DQG� WKDW� KHU� PDMRU� ZRXOG� EH� YLVXDO� DUWV� DV�
VKH� ORYHV� VNHWFKLQJ�� SDLQWLQJ�� SKRWRJUDSK\�� DQG� PHWDO�VPLWKLQJ��
6KH� VD\V� WKDW� PDWK� KDV� DOZD\V� FRPH� QDWXUDOO\� WR� KHU�� DQG� WKDW�
VKH� ¿QGV� LW� IXQ� WR� FUHDWH� QHZ�ZD\V� WR� VROYH� SUREOHPV� DQG� FRPH�
XS� ZLWK� QHZ� PHWKRGV� DQG� DSSURDFKHV�� 0V�� 3HQQHWWL� NQHZ� VKH�
ZDQWHG�WR�EH�D�WHDFKHU�ZKHQ�KHU�WKLUG�JUDGH�WHDFKHU�PDGH�VXFK�DQ�
LPSDFW�RQ�KHU�OLIH�WKDW�LW�PDGH�KHU�ZDQW�WR�GR�WKH�VDPH�IRU�RWKHUV�

Photo Credit: Nick Scapellato

High School Math

Ms. Luzier

� *URZLQJ�XS�LQ�0DU\ODQG��0V��
-HVVLFD�/X]LHU�ZDV�XQFHUWDLQ�RI�KHU�
career interests until she discovered 

her love for science in high school. 

She received her education from 

Salisbury University and the 

8QLYHUVLW\� RI� 0DU\ODQG�� ZKHUH�
she studied chemical engineering. 

6KH� WKHQ� ZRUNHG� DV� DQ� DQDO\WLFDO�
chemist. She later became a 

FKHPLVWU\� WHDFKHU� DW�3DUNVLGH�+LJK�
6FKRRO� LQ� 0DU\ODQG�� 0V�� /X]LHU�
VD\V� ³&KHPLVWU\� LV� DQ� DPD]LQJ�
VXEMHFW��,W¶V�DOZD\V�H[FLWLQJ�WR�NQRZ�
ZK\� VRPHWKLQJ� KDSSHQV� DQG� WR� IXUWKHU� XQGHUVWDQG� WKH� ZRUOG�
DURXQG� \RX�´� 6KH�PRYHG� IURP� KHU� VHOI�EXLOW� KRPH� LQ�0DU\ODQG�
WR�&KDUOHVWRQ�WKLV�VXPPHU� WR�EH�FORVHU� WR�KHU�KXVEDQG¶V� IDPLO\��
6KH�DQG�KHU�KXVEDQG�KDYH�D����JDOORQ�VDOWZDWHU�WDQN�ZKHUH�WKH\�
JURZ�FRUDO�DQG�WDNH�FDUH�RI�VDOW�ZDWHU�FUHDWXUHV��7KH�FRXSOH�KDV�
D� 6LEHULDQ� KXVN\� QDPHG� +DQQDK�� 6KH� VDLG� WKDW� 62$¶V� GLYHUVH�
VWXGHQW�ERG\�UHPLQGV�KHU�RI�WKH�VWXGHQWV�VKH�WDXJKW�DW�3DUNVLGH�

Photo Credit: Graham Crolley

High School Science

Ms. Bridges

 Ms. Bridges graduated from the 

University of Georgia. She taught high 

VFKRRO�LQ�$WKHQV��*$�DQG�HOHPHQWDU\�
VFKRRO� LQ�$WODQWD��*$�IRU� IRXU�\HDUV�
before coming to teach costume and 

GHVLJQ� DW� 62$�� 6KH� VD\V�� ³,� KDYH�
DOZD\V� EHHQ� LQWHUHVWHG� LQ� ¿EHU� DUWV�
DQG�,�OHDUQHG�WR�VHZ�DW�D�\RXQJ�DJH��
,�UHDOO\�HQMR\�WKH�VSDWLDO�FKDOOHQJH�RI�
WXUQLQJ�D��'�PDWHULDO�LQWR�D�FRPSOH[�
WKUHH� GLPHQVLRQDO� VFXOSWXUH�´� 6KH�
VD\V�WKDW�KHU�¿UVW�GD\�ZDV�D�MR\��DQG�
WKDW�62$�LV�D�IULHQGO\�DQG�ZHOFRPLQJ�
VFKRRO�� 6KH� ORYHV� KRZ� WDOHQWHG� DQG�

HQJDJHG�WKH�VWXGHQWV�DUH��6KH�GLGQ¶W�DOZD\V�ZDQW�WR�EH�D�WHDFKHU��WKRXJK��
ZKHQ�VKH�ZDV�\RXQJ�VKH�ZDQWHG�WR�EH�3UHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�

Photo Credit: Graham Crolley

Fashion Design

Ms. Lebrun
Middle School/ High School Math

Photo Credit: Nick Scapellato

� 0U�� .\OH� :HOOV� UHFHLYHG�
his education at Otterbein College 

DQG� 0LDPL� 8QLYHUVLW\� �2+���
%HIRUH� FRPLQJ� WR� 62$�� KH� WDXJKW�
DW� :HVW� $VKOH\� 0LGGOH� 6FKRRO��
DQG� KH� GHVFULEHG� KLV� ¿UVW� GD\�
KHUH� DV� ³DZHVRPH�´� 2QH� PD\� ¿QG�
KLP� SDUWDNLQJ� LQ� YDULRXV� RXWGRRU�
DFWLYLWLHV�VXFK�DV�VSRUWV�RU�KXQWLQJ��
2Q�WKH�JUHDW�IURQWLHU�RI�WKH�LQGRRUV��
\RX� PD\� ¿QG� KLP� UHDGLQJ� The 

Green Mile�� ZDWFKLQJ� The Lion 

King�� RU� MDPPLQJ� RXW� WR� %UXFH�
6SULQJVWHHQ�� +H� ORYHV� KLV� IDPLO\��
DQG�HQMR\V�³KDYLQJ�WKH�IUHHGRP�WR�OLYH�VRPHZKDW�VSRQWDQHRXVO\�´�

Mr. Wells
Middle School Social Studies
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Photo Credit: Jakob Lazzaro

Meet SOA’s New Assistant Principal, Dr. 

Perrineau
Applause staff member Jakob Lazzaro sat down with Dr. Robert Perrineau, Jr., the new 

high school assistant principal, to get a picture of life before SOA.

Jakob Lazzaro: So you grew up in Charleston, like many of us. Do you have 
any exciting memories of your childhood?
Dr. Robert Perrineau, Jr.: The most exciting thing about my childhood was that I had 

the opportunity to spend lots of time with both sets of my great great-grandparents, great-

grandparents, grandparents and parents. I grew up in a very close-knit family.

JL: How did you become interested in the arts and music?
RP: Charleston County’s Arts Program was very vibrant and widespread throughout the 

district schools when I was growing up, so I got involved with the arts in 3rd grade through 

the schools. Love of the arts also runs in my family, as my older siblings were gifted both 

instrumentally and vocally. I also have one uncle who is a published writer and another 

ZKR�LV�DQ�DUWLVW��0\�¿UVW�LQVWUXPHQW�ZDV�WKH�FHOOR��EXW�,�ODWHU�PRYHG�RQ�WR�WKH�EDULWRQH�
tuba, trombone, and drums.

JL: Where did you earn your degrees?
RP: I got my undergraduate degree at both Florida A&M and Florida State University. My graduate degree came from studies at Southern 

Wesleyan University, the Citadel, and the College of Charleston. My doctoral and postgraduate studies were at Argosy University.

JL: What made you interested in education as a career?
RP:�0\�EHVW�IULHQG¶V�GDG��RQH�RI�P\�PHQWRUV�JURZLQJ�XS��ZDV�D�ORQJWLPH�HGXFDWRU�DQG�VFKRRO�DGPLQLVWUDWRU�DQG�WKDW�GH¿QLWHO\�LQÀXHQFHG�
me. Alongside that, my parents always pushed education as the key to being successful despite any obstacles or challenges one may have 

WR�HQGXUH�DORQJ�WKH�ZD\��,�ORYH�HGXFDWLQJ�DQG�WKH�GHVLUH�WR�JLYH�EDFN�DQG�SRVLWLYHO\�LQÀXHQFH�WKH�OLYHV�RI�VWXGHQWV��,�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WHDFKLQJ�
is innate. In most cases, people who become educators were born wanting to do that. It’s a profession of passion, and I really love it and 

care about the well-being of the kids.

JL: What do you want the student body to know about you the most?
RP: I’m transparent with everyone and focused on everyone reaching his or her potential, both students and staff. I am collaborative in 

nature and a supporter of individual success.

JL: Do you have a favorite book/movie/album that you would like to share?
RP: My favorite movie is the original Star Wars trilogy. Everything starts with The Empire Strikes Back and ends with Return of the 

Jedi, and all of the prequels were just someone’s imagination of what life was like in the galaxy before Luke Skywalker. I don’t have just 

one favorite book, but what got me interested in reading for pleasure was The Norton Anthology, Volumes 1 and 2. Those were my 9th 

and 10th grade English textbooks and they opened up a whole new world of literature to me with works like Dante’s Inferno, The Iliad, 

and The Canterbury Tales. As for music, I listen to everything but if I had to pick a favorite album it would either be Maze featuring 

Frankie Beverly or something by Earth, Wind, and Fire.

JL: What are you looking forward to the most about being at SOA?
RP: I am most looking forward to the experience of working with the staff and the 

students. It’s different here, and that is a good thing. When you’ve been an educator 

for a while you need change so you don’t become complacent in what you do. Change 

reinvigorates your passion and drive for teaching. I’m living the dream.

JL: Can you tell me a bit about your family?
RP: I have a large and very close-knit family. Immediately, I’m married and have 

three kids. The value of a strong family is one my family holds dear, and that’s why I 

approach people the way I do. I believe in genuine relationships. That’s what family 

means to me -- close, and full of shared experiences.

JL: As a Charlestonian since birth, what is one thing you would change 
about the city if you could?
RP: There are some human attitudes and behaviors that are innate to growing up in 

Charleston and that’s what I’d want to change. Other than that, it’s a beautiful place 

to live, close to the beach and not to big or small, moderately sized.

JL: What arts major do you identify with the most?
RP: Band, since I play instrumental music! Dr. Perrineau watches while 8th grade Band major 

Thandi Nixon practices clarinet. 

Photo Credit: Jakob Lazzaro
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SOA Piano scores with night at the Charleston Battery
by Jakob Lazzaro

 SOA’s Piano majors had a stellar kickoff to the year with the fundraising concert night at the 

Charleston Battery. Students from both the middle and high schools chose times and prepared pieces the 

week before, with the live piano extravaganza beginning an hour and a half before kickoff.

 “In previous years we worked with the Charleston 

Riverdogs,” said Piano department head, Debbie 

Benson��³%XW�WKHLU�¿QDO�KRPH�JDPH�ZDV�EHIRUH�VFKRRO�
started so instead we decided to team up with the 

Charleston Battery.”

 Students played a wide array of tunes, ranging from 

Jazz classics such as “Take the ‘A’ Train” to classical 

numbers, both well known pieces such as “Für Elise” 

by Beethoven and more obscure songs like “Run, Run!” 

by Pinto. The Piano department had procured a prime 

ORFDWLRQ�GLUHFWO\�QH[W� WR� WKH� WLFNHW�JDWHV�DQG�ER[�RI¿FH��
ensuring that many passers-by heard the Piano majors 

perform. As the kickoff neared, the Piano majors retreated to the bleachers to get a look at the 

Charleston Battery vs. the Pittsburg Riverhounds.

 The game went splendidly, with the Charleston Battery demolishing the Pittsburgh Riverhounds 

4-0. The four fantastic goals were scored by forward Dane Kelly, earning him a “hat trick” and 

the Charleston Battery a place in the USL PRO postseason playoffs. To cap off the victory, the 

QLJKW�HQGHG�ZLWK�D�¿UHZRUNV�GLVSOD\��,W�ZDV�D�JRRG�QLJKW�IRU�ERWK�WKH�%DWWHU\�DQG�WKH�62$�3LDQR�
department, which raised over $700 for the Piano Boosters, scoring a great start to the year.

Photo Credit: Jakob Lazzaro

Freshman Piano major McCormick 

Emge performs at Blackbaud Stadium.

Photo Credit: Jakob Lazzaro

The Charleston Battery outmaneuvers the Pittsburgh 

Riverhounds to enter the postseason playoffs.

“We work hard!”
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Where Were They Then: Mr. Taylor
by Suzanne Jackson

 Mr. Roger Taylor teaches honors and AP statistics as well as an audio engineering course. He grew up in Toledo, Ohio, with two 
siblings. We decided to interview him about his past- and get some great pictures. 

Suzanne Jackson: :KDW�LV�WKH�¿UVW�WKLQJ�\RX�FDQ�UHPHPEHU�IURP�\RXU�FKLOGKRRG"
5RJHU�7D\ORU��0\�PRWKHU�DQG�IDWKHU�PDUULHG�YHU\�\RXQJ�DQG�ZH�GLG�QRW�KDYH�PXFK��0\�¿UVW�PHPRU\�RI�P\�FKLOGKRRG�LV�VKDULQJ�D�
URRP�ZLWK�P\�EURWKHUV�DQG�SDUHQWV��7KLV�LV�KRZ�ZH�OLYHG�ZKHQ�WKH�EOL]]DUG�RI������KLW�QRUWKZHVW�2KLR��0\�IDWKHU�GLG�QRW�FRPH�KRPH�
IRU�WKUHH�GD\V�VLQFH�KH�ZDV�VWXFN�DW�RQH�RI�KLV�PDQ\�MREV��%\�WKH�WLPH�KH�ZDV�DEOH�WR�FRPH�KRPH�KH�KDG�WR�FOLPE�WKH�YHU\�ODUJH�VQRZ�GULIW�
MXVW�WR�JHW�WR�WKH�IURQW�GRRU��:H�DOO�VWRRG�DW�WKH�GRRU�ZDWFKLQJ�KLP�FOLPE��ZKDW�ZDV�WR�XV�WKH�ODUJHVW�PRXQWDLQ�RI�VQRZ�ZH�KDYH�HYHU�VHHQ��
2I�FRXUVH��WKLV�PHPRU\�VRXQGV�OLNH�D�VWRU\�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�IDWKHU�FRPLQJ�KRPH�ZDV�VR�MR\RXV�ZH�DOO�FULHG�DQG�KXJJHG�ZKHQ�KH�HQWHUHG�WKH�
GRRU��EXW�XQIRUWXQDWHO\�P\�IDWKHU�VOLSSHG�DQG�IHOO�RQ�WKH�ZD\�GRZQ�DQG�NLQG�RI�UROOHG�WR�WKH�GRRU��7KHUH�ZHUH�WHDUV����RI�ODXJKWHU��,�ZLVK�
P\����\HDU�ROG�VHOI�FRXOG�¿QLVK�WKLV�PHPRU\�ZLWK�D�³PRUDO´�WR�WKH�VWRU\�RU�PDNH�VRPH�RGG�FRQQHFWLQJ�PHWDSKRU�EXW�,�FDQQRW��,W�ZDV�MXVW�

funny.

6-��/RRNLQJ�EDFN��ZKDW�GR�\RX�WKLQN�LV�WKH�PRVW�UHJUHWWDEOH�IDVKLRQ�FKRLFH�\RX�KDYH�PDGH"
RT:�,�IHHO�,�GR�QRW�QHHG�WR�DQVZHU�WKLV�FRQVLGHULQJ�,�DP�VXUH�\RX�ZLOO�MXVW�VKRZ�WKH�SLFWXUH�DV�P\�DQVZHU�
6-��)URP�WKH�FODVVHV�\RX�WHDFK��ZH�DOO�NQRZ�\RX�DUH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�ERWK�PXVLF�DQG�PDWK��
'LG�\RX�HYHU�H[SHULHQFH�D�UHDOL]DWLRQ�ZKHUH�\RX�IRXQG�WKDW�\RX�FRXOG�FRPELQH�WKH�WZR"
RT:�0DWKHPDWLFV�LV�LQKHUHQWO\�FRQQHFWHG�WR�PXVLF�DQG�WR�EH�KRQHVW��WKLV�UHDOL]DWLRQ�RFFXUUHG�HDUO\�LQ�
OLIH�DV�,�KDYH�KDG�EDQG�DQG�FKRLU�WHDFKHUV�LQ�KLJK�VFKRRO�WKDW�PDGH�D�SRLQW�WR�HQVXUH�ZH�XQGHUVWRRG�
LW��7KHLU�WHDFKLQJV�DOORZHG�PH�WR�PDWXUH�LQ�P\�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�PXVLF�FRPSRVLWLRQ�ZKHQ�,�SOD\HG�LQ�
EDQGV�DV�D�\RXQJ�SHUVRQ��2I�FRXUVH��WKH�PXVLF�,�ZDV�ZULWLQJ�DSSHDUHG�WR�RQO\�EH�HQMR\HG�E\�D�VPDOO�IHZ�
EXW�ZKHQ�,�ZDV�WZHQW\�,�SLFNHG�XS�D�&'�IURP�D�EDQG�FDOOHG�3ROYR�ZKR�ZDV�IURP�&KDSHO�+LOO��1&��(YHQ�
WKRXJK�WKH\�KDWHG�WKH�WLWOH��WKH\�ZHUH�FRQVLGHUHG�RQH�RI�0DWK�5RFNV�IRXQGLQJ�IDWKHUV��³&HOHEUDWH�WKH�
1HZ�'DUN�$JH´�ZDV�VXFK�D�ZHOO�FRPSRVHG�DQG�SURGXFHG�DOEXP�LW�VRUW�RI�EHFDPH�P\�PXVH�DQG�,�VWDUWHG�
SOD\LQJ�ZLWK�LPPHGLDWH�WRQH�DQG�PHWHU�FKDQJHV��7KLV�VHHPHG�WR�DSSHDO�WR�D�JUHDWHU�DXGLHQFH�LQ�RXU�DUHD�
DQG�WKH�EDQG�ZDV�HYHQ�LQWHUYLHZHG�E\�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�7ROHGR¶V�VWXGHQW�OHDG�UDGLR�VWDWLRQ��
SJ: ,I�\RX�KDG�D�KLJK�VFKRRO�YHUVLRQ�RI�\RXUVHOI�LQ�RQH�RI�\RXU�FODVVHV��ZKDW�ZRXOG�\RX�
WKLQN�RI�KLP"
RT:�7KH�VDPH�WKLQJ�,�WKLQN�ZKHQ�,�ORRN�DW�DOO�RI�\RX��³,�KRSH�,�GR�QRW�IDLO�KLP�´
SJ: :H� NQRZ� \RX¶YH� KDG� VRPH� SUHWW\� FRRO� MREV� EHIRUH��:KDW�PDGH� \RX�ZDQW� WR� VWDUW�
WHDFKLQJ"

RT: ,�KDYH�DOZD\V�ZDQWHG�WR�WHDFK��7KLV�RFFXUUHG�ZKHQ�,�ZDV�LQ�KLJK�VFKRRO��,�KDG�D�UHDOO\�FRRO�FKHPLVWU\�DQG�SK\VLFV�WHDFKHU��7KH\�
ZRUNHG�LQ�WKH�SULYDWH�VHFWRU�DQG�EHFDPH�WHDFKHUV�ODWH�LQ�WKHLU�OLYHV��7KHLU�OHVVRQV�DOZD\V�VHHPHG�WR�KDYH�GHSWK�WR�WKHP�DV�WKH\�FRXOG�
UHODWH�WKH�PDWHULDO�WR�VRPH�UHDO�OLIH�HYHQW��
� %DFN� LQ� WKRVH� GD\V�� PXVLF� VOLJKWO\� HGJHG� RXW� SK\VLFV� DQG� FRPSXWHUV� VR� ,�
IROORZHG�WKDW�DPELWLRQ�DIWHU�JUDGXDWLRQ��,�ZDV�RND\�ZLWK�WKLV�VLQFH�,�¿JXUHG�,�ZRXOG�
WHDFK�RQFH�,�UHWLUHG�IURP�ZKDWHYHU�LW�ZDV�,�IRXQG�P\VHOI�GRLQJ��7LPH�PRYHV�RQ�DQG�
OLIH�KDSSHQV��$IWHU�D�PDMRU�OLIH�HYHQW��\HV��,�DP�SXUSRVHO\�EHLQJ�YDJXH���,�VROG�DOO�RI�
P\�PXVLF�HTXLSPHQW�DQG�PRYHG�WR�&ROXPEXV��2KLR��WR�JR�WR�VFKRRO��,�ZDV�KLUHG�LQWR�
D�JRRG�MRE�GRLQJ�QHWZRUN�DQG�F\EHU�VHFXULW\�IRU�D�FRPSDQ\�FDOOHG�%DWWHOOH��
� ,�PDMRUHG�LQ�PDWK�DQG�WKURXJK�WKLV�ZDV�JLYHQ�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�EHFRPH�D�
WHDFKHU��1RZ�,�DP�QRW�TXLWH�DW�UHWLUHPHQW�DJH��EXW�,�DP�JODG�,�PDGH�WKH�WUDQVLWLRQ��
,�KDYH�EHHQ�WHDFKLQJ�IRU�JRLQJ�RQ�WKUHH�\HDUV�QRZ��IRXU�LI�\RX�FRXQW�WKH�\HDU�,�VSHQW�
VWXGHQW�WHDFKLQJ��DQG�,�FDQ�VD\�ZLWK�PXFK�MR\�WKDW�,�KDYH�QHYHU�IRXQG�VXFK�HQMR\PHQW�
LQ�P\�ZRUN��7KLV�\HDU�,�KDYH�EHHQ�JLYH�WKH�H[WUD�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�EULQJ�PXVLF�EDFN�LQWR�
P\�SURIHVVLRQ�E\�WHDFKLQJ�WKH�EDVLF�DXGLR�HQJLQHHULQJ�FODVV��:RUNLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�WDOHQW�
DW�6FKRRO�RI�WKH�$UWV�LQ�WKLV�PHGLXP�KDV�EURXJKW�DOO�RI�WKH�WKLQJV�WKDW�,�KDYH�HYHU�
HQMR\HG�GRLQJ�DOO�LQWR�RQH��7KH�FLUFOH�LV�FRPSOHWH�

7KH�SLFWXUH�ZH�KDYH�DOO� EHHQ�ZDLWLQJ�
IRU����<RXQJ�0U��7D\ORU�VKRZLQJ�RII�KLV�
WUHQG�VHWWLQJ�VW\OH��

Photo Credit: Provided

0U��7D\ORU��OHIW��SOD\LQJ�LQ�KLV�VHFRQG�EDQG��4URQRV��

Photo Credit: Provided
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Classic Album Review: Bridges by Gil 

Scott-Heron
by Dmitri Grigorieff 

 Let’s get the history out of the way 

¿UVW��)RU�WKRVH�RI�\RX�ZKR�DUH�XQIDPLOLDU�
ZLWK� *LO� 6FRWW�+HURQ�� KH� ZDV� RQH� RI� WKH�
PRVW� LQÀXHQWLDO� EODFN� PXVLFLDQV� RI� WKH�
��WK� FHQWXU\�� $� ZULWHU�� VHOI�SURFODLPHG�
³EOXHVRORJLVW´�� DQG�� SULPDULO\�� PXVLFLDQ��
KLV�ZRUN� WUDQVPRJUL¿HV�HOHPHQWV�RI� MD]]��
VRXO�� VSRNHQ�ZRUG�� SRS�� EOXHV�� HDUO\� UDS��
DQG�IXQN�LQWR�D�VRXQG�WKDW�FDQ�VRPHWLPHV�
RQO\�EH�LGHQWL¿HG�E\�KLV�KXVN\�WUDGHPDUN�
YRLFH�� EXW� LV� VDWLVI\LQJ� LQ� WHUPV� RI� LWV�
HPRWLRQDOO\�UHVRQDWH�DQG�SROLWLFDO�FRQWHQW�

DQG� LWV� OXFLG�PXVLFDO� VHQVLELOLW\�� +H� LV� ODUJHO\� �DQG�PD\EH� DFFLGHQWO\��
UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�D�ORW�RI�PRGHUQ�UDS�PXVLF�DQG�LV�FRQVLGHUHG�D�SLRQHHU�WR�
WKH�JHQUH��%ULDQ�-DFNVRQ� LV�D�SLDQLVW��ÀDXWLVW��SURGXFHU��DQG�FRPSRVHU��
NQRZQ�PRVW� IRU�KLV�ZRUN�ZLWK�+HURQ��PRVW�QRWDEO\�RQ�����¶V�FULWLFDOO\�
DFFODLPHG�Winter in America��+RZHYHU��WKH�SDLU�UHOHDVHG�VHYHUDO�SURMHFWV�
WRJHWKHU��%ULGJHV�DUULYHV�LQ�WKH�ODWWHU�KDOI�RI�WKHLU�GLVFRJUDSK\�
� ³+HOOR�6XQGD\��+HOOR�5RDG�´�RSHQV�WKH�DOEXP�LQ�D�IDPLOLDU�XSEHDW�
IXQN�JURRYH��,�XVH�µIDPLOLDU¶�QRW�WR�UHIHU�WR�W\SLFDOLW\�WR�+HURQ�RU�-DFNVRQ¶V�
VW\OH� EXW� WR� WKH� VW\OH� �RU� UHDOO\� UK\WKP�� RI� WKH� WLPH�� 7KH� WUDFN� ULGHV� D�
SOD\IXO�V\QWK�OLQH��-DFNVRQ�SOD\V�D�5KRGHV�HOHFWULF�SLDQR��WKDW�VRXQGV�OLNH�
VRPHWKLQJ�HPHUJLQJ�IURP�DQ�RUDQJH�MXLFHU��DQG�HYHQ�WKRXJK�LW¶V�QRW�DV�
QHZ�RU�KDXQWLQJ�DV�VRPH�RI�WKH�GXR¶V�RWKHU�ZRUN��,�KDYH�QRW�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�
JHW�VLFN�RI�LW��
� 7KH�DOEXP¶V�VHFRQG�WUDFN�³6RQJ�RI�WKH�:LQG´�LV�RQH�RI�P\�IDYRULWHV�
RQ�WKH�DOEXP��-DFNVRQ¶V�QRWHV�JHW�VWXFN�LQ�WKH�VRQJ¶V�VSDFH��DV�LI�FDXJKW�LQ�
KRQH\��ZKLOH�+HURQ¶V�YRLFH�ZDQGHUV�DQG�EORZV�DURXQG��YHU\�PXFK�OLNH�WKH�
ZLQG��+HURQ�VLQJV�FOHDUO\�DQG�EHDXWLIXOO\�DERXW�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�QDWXUH�
RI�WKH�ZLQG��DQG�DW�QR�SRLQW�GRHV�WKH�VRQJ�JURZ�VWDOH�
� ,� VKRXOG�PHQWLRQ�� DW� WKLV�SRLQW�� WKH� ODUJH� WKHPHV�RI� WKH� UHFRUG��
FXOWXUDO� H[FKDQJH� DQG� WUDYHO�� 7KH� WKHPHV� H[LVW� LQ� WKH� VRQJV� H[SOLFLWO\��
VXFK�DV�LQ�³5DFHWUDFN�LQ�)UDQFH�´�WKH�QH[W�VRQJ�RQ�WKH�UHFRUG��,W¶V�D�IXQ��
V\QWK�GULYHQ�� GDQFHDEOH�� DQG� OLJKWKHDUWHG� QXPEHU� DERXW� WKH� FXOWXUDO�
EULGJHV�EXLOW�E\�PXVLF��DOWKRXJK�LW�GRHV�JHW�VRPHZKDW�UHSHWLWLYH�WRZDUGV�
WKH�WDLO�HQG���,W�DOVR�LV�SUHVHQW�LQ�OHVV�REYLRXV�SODFHV�OLNH�WKH�SOD\IXO�DQG�
HDV\�WR�DSSUHFLDWH�MD]]\�NH\ERDUG�VROR�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�³9LOG��'HDI��'XPE��
DQG�%OLQG��´�ZKLFK�EXUVWV�IURP�D�VORZHU�DQG�JULPLHU�LQVWUXPHQWDO��IXOO�RI�
KRUQV�DQG�EDVV��HVVHQWLDOO\�EHFNRQLQJ�DQ�XQIDPLOLDU�OLVWHQHU�WR�HPEUDFH�
VRPHWKLQJ� WKH\�PLJKW�XVXDOO\� FDVW� DVNDQFH��)RU� WKLV� UHDVRQ�� DV�ZHOO� DV�
WKH�PHVVDJH�+HURQ�LQYRNHV���EHLQJ�KXUW�E\�$PHULFD��ERUQ�D�SDULDK�DQG�
GHVSHUDWH�IRU�FRPSDQ\��WXUQLQJ�WR�GUXJ�XVH�WR�HVFDSH�ORQHOLQHVV��RQO\�WR�
GLVFRYHU�$PHULFD�WKHUH�DV�ZHOO���WKH�VRQJ�LV�DOVR�D�IDYRULWH��
� ³8QGHU� WKH� +DPPHU´� VWDQGV� XS� VROLGO\�� FRQWDLQLQJ� ZDQGHULQJ�
QDUUDWLYH� YHUVHV� ZKRVH� PHDQLQJV� DUH� HYDVLYH� GXH� WR� +HURQ¶V� IDXFHW�
OLNH�O\ULFDO�VW\OH�DQG�GHOLYHU\��+RZHYHU�LW�KDV�D�VWURQJ�FKRUXV�ZLWK�FOHDU�
PHDQLQJ�³8QGHU�WKH�KDPPHU�VLQFH�WKH�GD\�\RX�ZDV�ERUQ�´
� ³:H�$OPRVW�/RVW�'HWURLW´�LV�IDU�DQG�DZD\�WKH�PRVW�IDPRXV�VRQJ�
RQ�WKLV�UHFRUG��,W�WDNHV�LWV�WLWOH�IURP�D�-RKQ�*��)XOOHU�Reader’s Digest�ERRN�
DERXW�D�QXFOHDU�PHOWGRZQ�DW�WKH�)HUPL�$WRPLF�3ODQW�LQ�0LFKLJDQ��&ULWLFV�
DQG�VFLHQWLVWV�DOLNH�DJUHH�WKDW�)XOOHU¶V�ERRN�GRHV�QRW�GHVHUYH�LWV�WLWOH��EXW�
OXFNLO\�+HURQ¶V�VRQJ�DEVROXWHO\�GRHV��7KH�LQVWUXPHQWDWLRQ�LV�LPPHGLDWHO\�
GLIIHUHQW� IURP�WKH�GDQFHDEOH�QDWXUH� WKDW�PRVW�RI� WKH� UHVW�RI� WKH�DOEXP�
FRQWDLQV��,W�LV�VSDUVH��HHULH�ZLWK�D�GDUNHU��IUHHU�PHORG\��$V�+HURQ�VLQJV�
WKH�WUDFN�EXLOGV�DQG�FUHVFHQGRV�LQ�D�VZHOOLQJ�V\QWKHVL]HU�SDG�DQG�KH�EHOWV�
RXW�³:KHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�SHRSOH¶V�VDIHW\�PRQH\�ZLQV�HYHU\�WLPH�´�
� ³7XVNHJHH������´� D� ���VHFRQG� ORQJ� WUDFN� ,� EHOLHYH� LV� DERXW� WKH�
7XVNHJHH�6\SKLOLV�([SHULPHQW�LV�VKRUW�DQG�KDUGO\�D�VRQJ��DOWKRXJK�LW�GRHV�
PDQDJH�WR�EH�FDWFK\�EHFDXVH�RI�LWV�UK\WKPLF�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�YRLFH�
DQG�GUXP��+RZHYHU��,�ZRQGHU�LI�WKH�ZRUN�DV�D�ZKROH�UHDOO\�EHQH¿WV�IURP�
LWV�SUHVHQFH��DV�LW�FHUWDLQO\�FDQQRW�VWDQG�DORQH�

� 7KH� UHFRUG�HQGV�RQ�D�KLJK�QRWH� WKRXJK��ZLWK� ³���6RXWK� �$OO�RI�
WKH� 3ODFHV�:H¶YH� %HHQ��´� $Q� DFRXVWLF� JXLWDU¶V� SUHVHQFH� LQ� WKH�PHORG\�
SURYLGHV� D� SOHDVDQW� YDULDWLRQ� LQ� VRXQG�� DOEHLW� DW� WKH� DOEXPV� FORVXUH��
%XW�ZLWK�WKLV�LW�VHHPV�WR�VKLIW�LQWR�DQRWKHU�FXOWXUH��LQ�NHHSLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�
UHFRUG¶V� WKHPH��ZKLFK� LV� HYLGHQW�HYHQ� LQ� LWV� WLWOH��%ULGJHV��$V� WKH� VRQJ�
HQGV�+HURQ¶V�XQDFFRPSDQLHG�YRLFH�IDGHV�DZD\�VLQJLQJ�³$OO�RI�WKH�SODFHV�
ZH¶YH�EHHQ�GRZQ���EHHQ�GRZQ�D�ORW�RI�URDGV�WRJHWKHU«´

Contemporary Album Review: Caustic 
Window by Aphex Twin
E\�1RDK�-RUGDQ

� $SKH[� 7ZLQ� KDV� EHHQ� RQH� RI� WKH�
PRVW� UHSXWDEOH� XQGHUJURXQG� SURGXFHUV�
WR� VXUIDFH� RQ� WKH� ,QWHUQHW�� +H� ZDV� ERUQ�
LQ� (QJODQG� DQG� KDV� EHHQ� FDOOHG� ³WKH�
PRVW� LQYHQWLYH� DQG� LQÀXHQWLDO� ¿JXUH� LQ�
FRQWHPSRUDU\� HOHFWURQLF� PXVLF´� E\� The 
Guardian��7KLV�GHVFULSWLRQ�ULQJV�WUXH�LQ�WKH�
HDUV� RI� HOHFWURQLF� PXVLFLDQV� HYHU\ZKHUH��
DQG� LQ� WKLV� UH�UHOHDVH� FDOOHG� ³&DXVWLF� :LQGRZ´�� RULJLQDOO\� FUHDWHG� LQ�
������ZH�FDQ�KHDU�WKH�WHFKQLFDOO\�URXJK�EXW�FUHDWLYHO\�LQVDWLDEOH�URRWV�RI�
WKLV�FRPSRVHU��
� 7KH�DOEXP�RSHQV�ZLWK�D�PLQLPDOO\�WKXPSLQJ�EDVV��D�IUDPH�WKDW�LV�
YHU\�IDPLOLDU�WR�WKH�ZRUOG�RI�WHFKQR��%XW��RQO\�VHFRQGV�LQ��LW�LV�HDV\�WR�VHH�
WKDW�WKLV�LV�QR�JHQHULF�DOEXP��
� ,Q�WKH�RSHQLQJ�WUDFN�³)OXWH\�´�ZH�DUH�LQWURGXFHG�WR�D�PHVPHUL]LQJ�
UK\WKP�� ZLWK� VSDUVH� VQDUHV� DQG� KLJKO\� FRQGHQVHG�� IDVW�SDFHG� V\QWKV�
DQG�NLFNV��7KHUH�LV�D�FHUWDLQ�HOHPHQW�RI�'UXP�DQG�%DVV�LQÀXHQFH�LQ�WKH�
KLJK�HQG�RI�WKLV�WUDFN�DQG�PDQ\�RWKHU�VRQJV�LQ�WKH�DOEXP��ZLWK�VWUDQJH�
VRXQGLQJ� KL�KDWV� WKDW� VNLS� DFURVV� WKH� VXUIDFH� RI� WKH� VRQJ� HOHJDQWO\�
SDLQWLQJ�D�VPRRWK�LQGXVWULDO�DHVWKHWLF��
� 0\�IDYRULWH�WUDFN�RQ�WKLV�DOEXP�LV�³)LQJHUWULSV�´�,W�KDV�NLFNV�DQG�
VKDNHUV� UHPLQLVFHQW� RI� D� KLS�KRS� GUXP�NLW�� WKRXJK� D� ELW�PRUH� KROORZ�
DQG�GDUN��7KH�VRQJ�LV�DW�¿UVW�FDUULHG�E\�D�VSRRN\�VRXQGLQJ�V\QWK�ZLWK�
D�OXUFKLQJ�UK\WKP�ZKLFK�OHYHOV�RXW�WR�EHFRPH�D�ODQGVFDSH�RI�DPELHQFH�
DQG�PRUH�VSDFHG�RXW�SHUFXVVLRQ�ZLWK�FDVFDGLQJ�RSHQ�KDW�VRXQGV�WKDW�DUH�
VRRWKLQJ�DQG�EROG� OLNH�D�EDOODG�RI�VRUWV��$W�WLPHV�WKH�FRPSRVLWLRQV�DUH�
LQFUHGLEO\�VLPSOH��\HW�WKH�GHSWK�RI�WKH�VRXQG�DQG�WKH�DPRXQW�RI�VSDFH�
WKH\�WDNH�XS�LV�QHDUO\�RYHUZKHOPLQJ�
� 7KH� VRXQGV� FUHDWHG� RQ� WKLV� DOEXP� DUH� YHU\� SURJUHVVLYH�� DQG�
WKH�FRPSRVLWLRQ�LV�DOVR�YHU\�LQWHOOLJHQW��EXW�P\�PDLQ�SUREOHP�ZLWK�WKH�
DOEXP� LV� WKDW� WKHUH� LV� D�YHU\� FOHDU�SDWWHUQ� LQ� WKH� FRPSRVLWLRQ�RI� WKHVH�
WUDFNV��$SKH[�7ZLQ�¿UVW� LVRODWHV�D�VKRFNLQJ��VWUDQJH�QRLVH�IRU�D�FRXSOH�
RI�VHFRQGV�DQG�WKHQ�EULQJV� LQ� IDVW�SDFHG�SHUFXVVLRQ��+H�WKHQ�W\SLFDOO\�
EHJLQV�WR� LQWURGXFH�D�VHFRQG�VWUDQJH�VDPSOH�RU�V\QWK� LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�
WKLV�¿UVW�VHFWLRQ�RI�SHUFXVVLRQ�DQG�WKHQ�LVRODWHV�WKLV�QHZ�VRXQG��D�VOLJKWO\�
GLIIHUHQW� EHDW� WKHQ� EHJLQV� DJDLQ� RYHU� WKLV� QHZ� VRXQG� ZLWK� WKH� VDPH�
PHVPHUL]LQJ�GURQH�DV�EHIRUH��
� 7KLV�RI�FRXUVH�LV�D�YHU\�EURDG�TXDOLW\�RI�KLV�FRPSRVLWLRQ��EXW�WKH�
IDFW�WKDW�LW�LV�XVHG�LQ�QHDUO\�HYHU\�WUDFN�RQ�WKH�DOEXP�LV�D�ELW�GLVDSSRLQWLQJ��
7KLV�FDQ�EH�DWWULEXWHG�WR�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKLV�ZDV�RQH�RI�$SKH[�7ZLQ¶V�YHU\�
¿UVW�UHOHDVHV��DQG�KLV�OHYHO�RI�H[SHULHQFH�ZDV�YHU\�ORZ��
 ,W¶V� WKLV� ODFN� RI� H[SHULHQFH� ZKLFK� LV� DOVR� SRVVLEO\� WKH� JUHDWHVW�
SDUW�RI�WKH�DOEXP��LW�LV�WKH�UDZ�IXU\�DQG�KRSHOHVV�GHVFHQW�LQWR�LQVDQLW\�
ZKLFK�HQWKUDOOV�WKH�OLVWHQHU��7KLV�PRUH�VLPSOLVWLF�VW\OH�IURP�WKH�XVXDOO\�
PLQG�ERJJOLQJO\�FRPSOH[�$SKH[�7ZLQ�LV�VRPHZKDW�UHODWDEOH�UDWKHU�WKDQ�
DOLHQDWLQJ��DQG�GXH�WR�WKDW�DVSHFW�,�ZDV�PRUH�HPRWLRQDOO\�LQYROYHG�ZLWK�
WKLV�DOEXP�WKDQ�PDQ\�RWKHU�WKLQJV�,¶YH�KHDUG�IURP�$SKH[�7ZLQ��
� ,�JLYH�WKLV�DOEXP���RXW�RI����IRU�LWV�LQQRYDWLYH�VRXQG�GHVLJQ�DQG�
LQÀXHQFH�RQ�PRGHUQ�WHFK�KRXVH�



Work of SOA students and staff 
published in esteemed new collection
By Graham Crolley

 “I really enjoyed talking to everybody today,” says former U.S. 
Poet Laureate Billy Collins, in an interview with SOA students included 
in the recently published literary reference book Twenty-First Century 
American Poets. “If you can’t bring a lot of authors into the classroom, 
why not just call them up?” 
 The book is the latest volume in the highly regarded Dictionary of 
Literary Biography, which Library Journal has called “hands-down the 
best overall literary reference work ever published, a proverbial diamond 
as big as the Ritz.” 
� &ROOLQV� LV� RQH� RI� QHDUO\� ¿IW\� PDMRU� $PHULFDQ�
poets who agreed to be interviewed by Dr. John 
Cusatis’s $3�(QJOLVK�/LWHUDWXUH�FODVV�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�¿YH�
years.  Ten of these interviews appear in this collection 
of literary biographies, published in June by Gale 
Cengage Learning.  
 The book not only includes the words of the 
more than sixty School of the Arts students who 
arranged, conducted, and transcribed the interviews, 
but also in-depth critical essays by SOA creative writing 
instructors Mr. Sean Scapellato and Mr. Rutledge Hammes, as 
well as former assistant principal Ms. Gretchen Looney, who taught 
AP English before becoming an administrator. Dr. Cusatis edited the 
book and contributed the “Preface.”
 Collins goes on to suggest in his October 2010 interview, “Why 
not use Skype next time?”  The class took Collins’ advice and began 
FRQGXFWLQJ�LQWHUYLHZV�IDFH�WR�IDFH��7KH�¿UVW�ZDV�ZLWK�SRHW�.LP�$GGRQL]LR��
who spoke from a medieval castle in Italy where she was staying as part of 
a literary fellowship.  The book, which features hundreds of photographs, 
includes one of Addonizio speaking to SOA student Haley Malone via 
SMART Board, with Malone’s Skype image in the corner of the photo. At 
the close of  the interview, Addonizio performed a blues harmonica solo.
 Another photo shows the octogenarian Peter Meinke addressing 
students in person in Dr. Cusatis’s classroom. Upon Mr. Scapellato’s 
invitation, Meinke, who lives in St. Petersburg, FL, visited the school 
for two days last November.  His interview appears alongside Mr. 
Scapellato’s essay, which traces the development of Meinke’s career.
 Other poets interviewed in the collection include the famously 

candid writer and activist Nikki Giovanni, who talks 
DERXW�WKH�GD\�'U��0DUWLQ�/XWKHU�.LQJ�ZDV�DVVDVVLQDWHG��
the shooting at Virginia Tech where she teaches, and 
her antipathy for the late, “ungracious” novelist Ralph 
(OOLVRQ�� � �+HU�LQWHUYLHZ�LV�DOVR�¿OOHG�ZLWK�KXPRU��³,¶P�
not a fan of marriage. But I am a big fan of divorce.”) as 
is that of Collins, who, when asked why he has chosen 
to write exclusively in verse, responds, “It’s like this: 
Poetry is a bird, and prose is a potato.”
 Each poet begins his or her interview by reading 

a poem at the students’ request and then commenting on its origin and 
development.  Collins read a poem he wrote earlier that day and granted 
students the exclusive right to publish it, as it has not appeared in any 
other book or magazine.
 In their respective interviews, Tony Hoagland speaks of his 
rebellious childhood, and Dean Young reads and comments on a poem 
about his heart transplant. Amy Gerstler, who rose early to speak to a 
¿UVW�EORFN�FODVV�IURP�KHU�KRPH�LQ�&DOLIRUQLD��GLVFXVVHV� OHVVRQV�ZH�FDQ�
learn from animals.  Mr. Hammes wrote the accompanying essay on 
Hoagland, while Ms. Looney penned the article on Gerstler. A 7,000 
word interview with Pulitzer Prize and National Book Award winner 
Philip Levine is perhaps the book’s crowning achievement. Levine, 82 at 
the time, was named U.S. Poet Laureate the following year.

 Students prepared carefully for the interviews, studying a 
substantial selection of each poet’s work, and reading a brief biography 
as well as previously published interviews before writing and revising 
their questions. Later, the poets provided manuscripts and typescripts of 
their work, complete with dozens of penciled-in corrections, to be used 
as illustrations for the book. “The purpose of requesting these from the 
poets is to show students who use this book that writing is serious work,” 
said Dr. Cusatis. 
� )ORULGD� SRHW� 'DYLG� .LUE\� KDG� D� ORW� RI� ODXJKV� ZLWK� WZR� GR]HQ�
seniors who came to school on senior skip day to interview him. At the 
VWDUW�RI�WKH�LQWHUYLHZ��.LUE\�SLFNV�XS�WKH�SKRQH��VKRXWLQJ��³:KR¶V�WKLV�´�
When senior Henry Cain, who arranged the interview, responds, “This 
LV�+HQU\�IURP�WKH�6FKRRO�RI�WKH�$UWV�LQ�&KDUOHVWRQ�´�.LUE\�\HOOV��³'RQ¶W�
JLYH�PH�WKDW�FUDS��3XW�PH�RQ�WKH�µ'RQ¶W�&DOO¶�OLVW�´��
� %HIRUH�VD\LQJ�³JRRGE\H�´�.LUE\�H[SODLQV��RQ�D�PRUH�VHULRXV�QRWH��
that such conversations with likeminded people justify both his work and 
his day to day existence: “I’ve had a great time talking with you.  And 
that’s all I need for this morning. That’s all I need for this life are these 
kinds of exchanges.”
 Levine also expressed his gratitude.  In a follow up e-mail to Dr. 
Cusatis, he wrote: “I enjoyed talking to the students. 
Their questions were more interesting than I usually 
get, but then I’m usually questioned by students in 
writing classes.  They want to know if I write in the 
morning or late at night, with a pen, a #2 pencil, or a 
computer.  These young people went to the heart of my 
concerns.”
 Addonizio was equally pleased with the 
interview, pausing before answering a question to 
interject, “These are such good questions, you guys, 
just so you know. They’re really smart, so much smarter 
than those of a lot of interviewers I’ve talked to.”  And 
it was Gerstler, who had just edited Best American Poetry 2012, who 
suggested the students consider publishing their work: “I wish I could 
hear all these conversations. You guys might think in the future about 
editing a book of these interviews.”

 DLB 374 is the second of two volumes. The 
¿UVW�� ZKLFK� LQFOXGHG� IRXUWHHQ� RWKHU� LQWHUYLHZV�
by Dr. Cusatis’s AP classes, appeared in 2013 and 
also included the work of Mr. Scapellato and Mr. 
Hammes, as well as more than 100 SOA students.  
$OO� SDUWLFLSDWLQJ� VWXGHQWV� DUH� LGHQWL¿HG� E\� QDPH� LQ�
the published interviews. The two volumes represent 
WKH� ¿UVW� WLPH� WKH�ZRUN� RI� KLJK� VFKRRO� VWXGHQWV� KDV�
been included in the DLB. A small group of students 
is preparing two dozen remaining interviews for 
publication.

 According to WorldCat.org, the books have 
been acquired by the University of South Carolina and 
Clemson libraries and are also available at academic 
libraries such as Harvard, Cornell, Princeton, 
Stanford, and Notre Dame in the United States, 
and libraries around the world such as Cambridge, 
*ODVJRZ��DQG�WKH�&KLQHVH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�+RQJ�.RQJ��
Both books are also available in the SOA media center. 
In addition, the interviews and essays can be accessed 
on the online data bases “Literature Resources from 
Gale” and “Gale Virtual Reference Library.”
 “This project represents academic research taken to its highest 
level,” Dr. Cusatis said. “It’s gratifying to see scholars around the world 
beginning to cite these student interviews and accompanying essays in 
their own books and articles.”
 Staff members who contributed essays enjoyed the challenge of 
what Mr. Scapellato described as “intense scholarship.” He noted that 
the amount of “reading, rereading, researching and drafting” demanded 
by the project was “all-consuming, but in a soul-satisfying way.”
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Sass Attack: Less Hate, SOA
by Aly Wintz 
Sass Attack was created by David Sass in 2008. 

Although David has long since graduated, our staff 

has continued the legacy. 

 I’m sure this will surprise 
many of you, but SOA is actually not 
the third circle in Dante’s Inferno. 
You are not in hell. You are just being 
overly dramatic. 
 If you sit around the cafeteria, 
you’ll often hear crude remarks with 
a sparkling sense of sarcasm over 
the newest teacher, the dumbest 
assignment, or you’ll complain once again about how 
ridiculous you think our ID policy is. These petty 
things actually do not compare to the number of 
positive milestones SOA has crossed. 
 The School of The Arts is really amazing! We 
KDYH�D�KXJH� VSRQVRUHG�JDUGHQ��¿OOHG�ZLWK� VKDUGV�RI�
colorful glass. Our school is on a beautiful campus 
with a better theater than some of South Carolina’s 
college campuses. Also, most of your day is dedicated 
solely to your art, your passion. You’re in between the 
DJHV�RI�������DQG�FDQ�FRQ¿GHQWO\�VD\�WKDW�\RX�KDYH�D�
major in school!
 Even though your parents always discourage 
comparing yourself to others, when we compare 
ourselves to the local schools around Charleston 
County, it’s obvious that we kick butt. How many 
schools get to have a dance centered ENTIRELY on 
the Jazz era? In how many schools is it normal to be 
UHOD[LQJ�LQ�WKH�KDOOV�RU�EHLQJ�RQ�D�¿UVW�QDPH�EDVLV�ZLWK�
a teacher you haven’t even had yet? In what school 
is there such an aspect of trust that students AREN’T 
constantly threatened by faculty, or called upon for a 
signed pass when roaming the halls? 
� 6R�ORRN�XS��62$��:H¶UH�DQ�DUWV�VFKRRO�¿OOHG�ZLWK�
students who DEEP DOWN really do have that raw 
passion for what they do. We may not be Victorious, 
or High School Musical, but we are uniquely us, and 
our school is pretty cool.  

Photo Credit: Nick Scapellato
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Where Are They Now: Louisa Ballou
Louisa Ballou, SOA’s class of 2011 salutatorian, is currently enrolled in Central Saint Martins College 

in London, England. Nick Scapellato spoke with Louisa about the success she has found on her journey 

as a fashion major.

Nick Scapellato: How has your SOA major, Visual Arts, affected you? 

Louisa Ballou: It was wonderful in middle and high school to be taught to my strengths daily. The 

academics also profoundly impacted my future. The critical thinking and writing skills I learned are 

invaluable in the research I do for my projects and the papers I write for my cultural studies classes. 

NS: What made you decide to pursue a future in fashion? 
LB: I’ve wanted to be a fashion designer since I was in 3rd grade. 

NS: What’s an average day like for you?
LB: Everyday is different and always presents its challenges, but I generally work at school daily from 

8 AM until 10 PM when the college closes. Our projects usually last about 3 weeks. We are given a 

GHVLJQ�EULHI��DQG�WKH�¿UVW�DQG�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�SDUW�LV�UHVHDUFK�ZKLFK�FRQVLVWV�RI�JDOOHU\�DQG�PXVHXP�
visits, library research, observational drawing, literature and any other form of inspiration that would 

LPSDFW�WKH�SURMHFW��,�¿OO�DW�OHDVW�DQ�HQWLUH�VNHWFKERRN�IRU�RQH�SURMHFW��,�WKHQ�VWDUW�DQ�H[KDXVWLYH�GHVLJQ�
GHYHORSPHQW�SURFHVV�ZKLFK�OHDGV�WR�WRLOLQJ�DQG�HYHQWXDOO\�WKH�¿QDO�JDUPHQW��WRLOLQJ�LV�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�PDNLQJ�D�SURWRW\SH�IRU�D�JDUPHQW���
/RQGRQ�LWVHOI�KDV�EHHQ�DQ�H\H�RSHQLQJ�H[SHULHQFH��,�ORYH�WKH�FLW\�DQG�DOO�RI�LWV�FRPSOLFDWLRQV��&HQWUDO�6DLQW�0DUWLQV�LV�NQRZQ�IRU�LWV�
UHQRZQHG�IDVKLRQ�SURJUDP�DQG�KDV�LPSUHVVLYH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�VWXGHQW�SRSXODWLRQ��7KH�IULHQGV�,�KDYH�PDGH�FRPSOHWH�P\�H[SHULHQFH��,�
work with them now, and they will be my future colleagues in the fashion industry. 

NS: What is your fondest memory of SOA? 
LB:�,�GRQ¶W�KDYH�D�VSHFL¿F�PHPRU\��EXW�,�ORYHG�KDYLQJ�WKRXJKW�SURYRNLQJ�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�ZLWK�P\�WHDFKHUV�
NS: Is there any advice you’d give to the members of the new fashion and design major? 
LB: Push yourself, go outside your comfort zone, and always learn from and accept your mistakes.

Photo Credit: Provided

SOA's New Intern Program Producing Professionals
by Nikita Narodnitskiy

 Mr. Smyth�� ZRUOG� KLVWRU\� DQG� DUWV� DQG� KXPDQLWLHV� LQVWUXFWRU� DW� 62$�� KDV� DGGHG� RQH�PRUH�
program to his repertoire: Interns that Work.  

� ³,�IHHO�D�KXJH�VHQVH�RI�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�´�VD\V�0U��6P\WK��UHJDUGLQJ�VHQGLQJ�VWXGHQWV�RXW�WR�YDULRXV�
MRE�VLWHV�WR�LQWHUQ�ZLWK�SURIHVVLRQDOV��³,W�GRHVQ¶W�ERWKHU�PH�´�0U��6P\WK�KDV�IXOO�FRQ¿GHQFH�LQ�KLV�VWXGHQWV¶�
DELOLW\�WR�GHYHORS�D�SURIHVVLRQDO�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�VRPHRQH�LQ�WKHLU�¿HOG�RI�LQWHUHVW��,W�DOO�VWDUWHG�ZLWK�MXVW�D�
IHZ�VWXGHQWV�QHHGLQJ�KHOS�¿QGLQJ�LQWHUQVKLSV��0U��6P\WK�ZDV�PRUH�WKDQ�UHDG\�WR�WDNH�RYHU�DQG�KHOS�
these students follow their passions.

� 7KH�SURJUDP�LV�YHU\�\RXQJ��KRZHYHU�LW�LV�YHU\�ZHOO�FRQVWUXFWHG��(YHU\�GHWDLO�LV�WKRXJKW�RXW�DQG�
SXW�RQ�SDSHU��0U��6P\WK�NHHSV�D�ORJ�ZLWK�HDFK�RI�KLV�VWXGHQWV�QDPHV��WKH�LQWHUQVKLSV�WKDW�WKH\�VHW�XS��
prospective internships for the future, and the dates each student will meet with his or her intern. Each 

student is responsible for getting to and from their mentor meetings. Tevin Deas, who is working as 

DQ�HQJLQHHULQJ�LQWHUQ�KDV�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�VXFK�FRQFHUQV�DV�³ZKHUH�WR�SLFN�XS�D�KDUG�KDW�´�VD\V�0U��6P\WK��
:KHQ�,�VSRNH�ZLWK�7HYLQ�KH�ZDV�YHU\�JUDWHIXO� IRU�HYHU\WKLQJ�0U��6P\WK�KDG�GRQH� WR�KHOS�KLP��³0U��
6P\WK�VHW�XS�WKLV�HQWLUH�WKLQJ�IRU�PH��ZKLFK�LV�DZHVRPH�´�
 Other students, such as Mattie Smith, set up their internships by contacting professionals 

around the city. “I got the internship by emailing the editor at the Charleston City Paper.” Later this 

school year she will be interning at the Post and Courier.

� $FFRUGLQJ�WR�0U��6P\WK��WKH�SURJUDP�LV�LPSRUWDQW�EHFDXVH�LW�DOORZV�KLJK�VFKRRO�VWXGHQWV�WR�HVWDEOLVK�SURIHVVLRQDO�UHODWLRQVKLSV�
ZLWK�SRWHQWLDO�IXWXUH�HPSOR\HUV��6WXGHQWV�QHHG�WR�DFTXLUH�SURIHVVLRQDO�KDELWV��KH�VD\V��³,W�FRXOG�OHDG�WR�D�MRE�LQ�¿YH�\HDUV�´
 Sophie Kendrick��ZKR�LV�KRSLQJ�WR�VWDUW�LQWHUQLQJ�ZLWK�D�PHQWRU�LQ�WKH�¿HOG�RI�RFFXSDWLRQDO�WKHUDS\��VD\V�WKDW�³DFWXDOO\�JHWWLQJ�
WR�VHH�DQG�H[SHULHQFH�WKLV�SUDFWLFH�ZLOO�EH�VRPHWKLQJ�FRPSOHWHO\�QHZ�´
� 0U��6P\WK�KRSHV�WKDW�PRVW�KLJK�VFKRROHUV�DW�62$�ZLOO�EH�SDUW�RI�DQ�LQWHUQVKLS�ZLWKLQ�D�IHZ�\HDUV�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�FRXQWOHVV�EHQH¿WV�
RI�D�SURJUDP�OLNH�WKLV��7KHVH�LQWHUQVKLSV�SURYLGH�D�JUHDW�RSSRUWXQLW\��$V�0DWWLH�6PLWK�VD\V��³VWXGHQWV�FDQ�IROORZ�DOO�NLQGV�RI�GUHDPV�´

Photo Credit: Provided

0DWWLH�6PLWK��6HQLRU�7KHDWUH�
Major, works on an article for the 

Charleston City Paper.
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by Nikita Narodnitskiy

 Being extremely hungry 
after school, Dmitri and I were 
very excited to be preparing 
for this review.  We drove to 
Zia Taqueria, located on 1956A 
Maybank Highway, James Island.  
Upon entering the building, 
we noted how clean it was. A 
soft, pleasant aroma of freshly 
SUHVVHG�ÀRXU�WRUWLOODV�DQG�SHSSHUV�
permeated the room. 
 It was hot outside and 
the A/C was blasting, which was great. Overall It’s a very pleasant 
atmosphere. The dim orange lamplight inside provides a glow that is 
both comfortable and eerie, although if you walk in at the wrong time 
(say, right after happy hour) you might catch some hyper-muscular 
goons with bottle openers on their hats heckling the bartender. We 
went during a lull in the day, and because you order your food at the 
bar (a convenient service because you usually get your food pronto 
and don’t have to wait around on busy servers). I ordered the Carne 
Asada Plato Mexicano --which are served with a main choice of meat, 
guacamole, sour cream, jalapeño relish, pico de gayo and tortilla shells-- 
and Mexican rice and pintos as my two sides. Dmitri ordered portabella 
mushroom tacos, Mexican street corn, and frijoles negros. The server 
who took our order was muy professional, polite and welcoming. 

Restaurant Review: Zia Taqueria

Cleanliness/atmosphere: 5 tacos
Price: 4 tacos
Service:4.5 tacos
Food: 4 tacos

Overall:

 We chose a table 
near the window and 
almost immediately 
a server was handing 
us tortilla chips and 
salsa. Both were good, 
especially when the 
great service and 
unlimited free chips 
and salsa (an item you 

can’t extract from many Mexican restaurants for less than $5) are taken 
into consideration. Our food was brought out in approximately seven 
minutes. 
 My food was delicioso and yo quiero mas. All the toppings for 
the Platos Mexicanos are brought out as sides so you get to choose 
what goes into your tortilla, and the proportions are also up to you. The 
meat is prepared well-done as it is in traditional carne asada recipes, 
but I tend to like steak more on the medium rare side. The sour cream 
balanced things out. The side of rice was delicious, possibly some of the 
best rice I’ve eaten. Zia mixes tomatoes, garlic, onions and carrots into 
WKH�ULFH�WR�HQKDQFH�WKH�ÀDYRU��
 Dmitri’s portabella tacos were riquísimo, although they were 
the only vegetarian taco option (if you are not a vegetarian, Dmitri 
UHFRPPHQGV� WKH� EDMD� ¿VK� WDFRV��� 7KH� VHDVRQHG� PXVKURRPV� ZHQW�
together well with the sour cream. He also ordered the black beans, 
which are not just scraped out of a can, but have a distinctly well-
VHDVRQHG��ÀDYRU���7KH�VWUHHW�FRUQ�ZDV�D�OLWWOH�PRUH�ZLWKHUHG�WKDQ�XVXDO��
but its excellent spices and preparation made him overlook that aspect. 
We tried to get a tres leches cake as a dessert, but learned that they 
did not carry the traditional vanilla cake, only chocolate. Tres leches 
cake is a three milk sponge cake made with evaporated rum, and while 
delicious in vanilla, is only mediocre in chocolate. However, this did not 
sour his experience.
 As a whole, the food was great. Everything was prepared 
H[FHSWLRQDOO\��DQG� ,�ZLOO�GH¿QLWHO\�EH� UHWXUQLQJ� WR�=LD� IRU� VRPH�PRUH�
comida Mexicana in the near future. Dmitri and I both agree that Zia is 
hands down one of the best restaurantes mexicanos we’ve been to. 

Arriba!

SOA SPIRIT WEEK

Monday, Oct. 13: Safari Day

Watch The Lion King to prepare yourself. 

Tuesday, Oct. 14: Character Day

Want to dress like Harry Potter? A teacher? Your best friend? 
Take advantage of Character Day and get creative. 

Wednesday, Oct. 15: Superheros vs. Aliens

It’s self explanatory. 

Thursday, Oct. 16: Throwback Thursday

Analyze some old pictures and scrounge up a wonderfully 
HPEDUDVVLQJ�RXW¿W�IURP�WKH�EDFN�RI�\RXU�FORVHW��

Friday, Oct. 17: Spooky Day

To scare your classmates, dress as a ghost, a zombie, or even a 
math test. 

Saturday, Oct. 18: Jump, Jive, and Wail

You can buy a $25 ticket from a Band major  until Friday, Oct. 
17. Tickets at the door are $30. 
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SUMMER

Chisolm Jackson
7th grade Creative Writer

“I went hiking in North 
Carolina.”

Christina Simpson 
12th grade Visual Artist

“This summer I went to France, Monaco, and Italy 
with my French class. I liked Monaco the best, and 
I had an extremely fun time with my classmates and 

Mrs. Bednarczyk.”

Abby Edwards
10th grade Theater Major

“My cousin and I went to Sacre Coure 
in Paris.”

Zoe Abedon
12th grade Creative Writer

“I went to the Galapagos Islands at 
the beginning of the summer.”

Photo C
redit: Provided

Dr. Teseniar
Social Studies Teacher

“Here I am with new friends, Adella and Pura, on Lake 
Atitlan, Guatemala.””

Photo Credit: Provided

Photo C
redit: Provided

Photo Credit: Provided

Kannon Rickell
12th grade Visual Artist

“At SCAD, we did this LARPing 
thing called humans vs zombies, 
and we all dressed up like nerds.”

Photo C
redit: Provided

Photo Credit: Provided
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HIGHLIGHTS

Dalton Edens
12th grade Visual Artist

“I went to a place modestly called ‘The 

Garden of the Gods’ over the summer while 

in Colorado.  It’s a series of amazing natural 

rock formations that came by its name due 

to my visit.”

Lilly McCully
7th grade Piano Major

“I went to the beach and went 

VXU¿QJ�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�´

Igor Statsenko
8th grade Theatre Major 

“I went to Niagara Falls,  and I can still 

remember the roaring of the falls.”

Mr. Lindgren
High School Physics Teacher

“I spent the summer in Ireland, Norway, Sweden, Russia, 

and best of all, ICELAND!  Go. It’s awesome!”

Zachary Shirley
8th grade Vocal Major

“I went to LA and hung out with Tobuscus.”
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Teacher turns overcrowded class 

into dual-teaching effort
by Cherry Hu
 
 7KLV� \HDU�� VL[W\�¿YH� VWXGHQWV� QHHGHG� WR� WDNH� $UWV� 	�
+XPDQLWLHV�LQ�EORFN��$��7KDW¶V�DOPRVW�WKUHH�WLPHV�WKH�QXPEHU�
RI� VWXGHQWV� LQ�D�QRUPDO� FODVVURRP��:KLOH�DJRQL]LQJ�RYHU� WKLV�
XQOLNHO\� VLWXDWLRQ�� 0U�� 6P\WK�� WKH� PDLQ� WHDFKHU� RI� $UWV� 	�
+XPDQLWLHV�� IRXQG� DERXW� ��� VWXGHQWV� RQ� KLV� UROO�� 7KH� RWKHU�
KDOI�RI�WKH����ZHQW�WR�0V��%ULGJHV��WKH�QHZ�&RVWXPH�	�)DVKLRQ�
'HVLJQ�WHDFKHU��7KRXJK�WKLV�VSOLW�XS�PD\�VHHP�OLNH�D�WROHUDEOH�
VROXWLRQ�� D� KXJH� SUREOHP� VWLOO� H[LVWHG�� RQO\� RQH� VHW� RI� FRXUVH�
PDWHULDOV�ZDV�DYDLODEOH�IRU�WZR�FODVVHV�WDXJKW�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�

  

� $V�SHRSOH�PD\�NQRZ���UG�SHULRG�LQ�62$�KLJK�VFKRRO�LV�
GLYLGHG�LQWR�WZR����PLQ�VHFWLRQV�WKLV�\HDU��VHW�EHIRUH�DQG�DIWHU�
OXQFK��8VLQJ� WKLV� VSOLW� VFKHGXOH� WR� KLV� DGYDQWDJH��0U�� 6P\WK�
GHWHUPLQHG�DQ�LQJHQLRXV�V\VWHP�RI�FRQWHQW�YV��SURMHFW�OHVVRQV�
WDXJKW�E\�WKH�WZR�WHDFKHUV��³6KH�LV�SURYLGLQJ����PLQXWH�SURMHFW�
OHVVRQV�� DQG� ,�DP�SURYLGLQJ����PLQXWH� FRQWHQW� OHVVRQV�´� VDLG�
0U�� 6P\WK�� %HIRUH� OXQFK�� KDOI� RI� WKH� VWXGHQWV� OHDUQ� FRQWHQW�
FRYHULQJ� DUW��PXVLF�� GDQFH�� DQG�PRUH�ZKLOH� WKH� RWKHU� KDOI� RI�
WKH� VWXGHQWV� FUHDWH� SURMHFWV� FRUUHVSRQGLQJ�ZLWK�ZKDW� WKH\¶YH�
OHDUQHG��6WXGHQWV�VZLWFK�WR�WKHLU�RWKHU�FODVV�DIWHU�OXQFK��
� ³,W¶V�ZRUNLQJ�ZHOO�´�UHPDUNHG�0U��6P\WK��+H�VSHDNV�IRU�
0V��%ULGJHV�DQG�KLPVHOI�ZKHQ�KH�VD\V��³ZH�KLJKO\�UHFRPPHQG�
LW�WR�RWKHUV�´
� %RWK� ZHOO�WUDYHOHG�� WKH� WZR� WHDFKHUV� EULQJ� RXWVLGH�
NQRZOHGJH� DQG� H[SHULHQFH� WR� WKH� FRXUVH��0U�� 6P\WK� H[SODLQV�
WKDW� KH� JLYHV� WKH� KLVWRULFDO� SHUVSHFWLYH� LQ� KLV� OHVVRQV� ZKLOH�
0V�� %ULGJHV� DGGV� WKH� FUHDWLYH�� GHVLJQ� SHUVSHFWLYHV�� 'XULQJ�
SODQQLQJ��WKH�WZR�WHDFKHUV�PHHW�VHYHUDO�WLPHV�D�ZHHN�WR�GLVFXVV�
LGHDV� WKDW� PDNH� OHVVRQV� ³PHDQLQJIXO� IRU� HYHU\RQH�´� 7KHVH�
LGHDV� ORZ�QDWXUDOO\�DV�RQH�PLQG� LQVSLUHV�DQ� LGHD� LQ� WKH�RWKHU�
DQG�YLFH�YHUVD���7KRXJK�D�ZLGHVSUHDG�V\VWHP�RI�WHDP�WHDFKLQJ�
PD\�EH�D� ORQJ�ZD\�RII� IRU�62$��VRPH�VFKRROV�VXFK�DV�:DQGR�
+LJK�DOUHDG\�KDYH�HVWDEOLVKHG�V\VWHPV�RI� ³FXUULFXOXP�WHDPV´�
WR� LQVXUH� WKH� EHVW� HGXFDWLRQ�� 6LQFH� UHWLULQJ� DV�:DQGR¶V� YLFH�
SULQFLSDO�WR�UHWXUQ�WR�62$��0U��6P\WK�LQVSLUHV�WR�EULQJ�DERXW�
IDFXOW\�FROODERUDWLRQ�DQG�WHDPZRUN��³7KH�VWXGHQWV�JHW�WKH�EHVW�
RI�ERWK�ZRUOGV��WZR�WHDFKHUV�ZKR�HQMR\�ZRUNLQJ�WRJHWKHU�DQG�
FUHDWLQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW¶V�QHZ�DQG�H[FLWLQJ�´�VDLG�0U��6P\WK�

Ms. Pass’s class celebrates summer 

reading

Photo Credit: Cherry Hu

0U��6P\WK�DQG�0V��%ULGJHV� VLW� GRZQ� WR�GLVXVV�
OHVVRQ�SODQV��

(Above, from left) Sam DuPree, 
Noah Rigsby, Noah Evans, 
DQG�Taj Horton�SUHVHQW�D�ZRUN�
RI�DUW�WKH\�KDYH�FUDIWHG�UHODWLQJ�WR�
The Adventures of Huckleberry 

Finn��
(Left) Julia Goller�DQG�
Rhyanna Breadlau�GUHVVHG�
XS�IRU�WKHLU�VXPPHU�UHDGLQJ�
SUHVHQWDWLRQ��-XOLD�*ROOHU�VD\V��
³,�GUHVVHG�DV�/LHXWHQDQW�+HQU\�
from A Farewell to Arms because 
KH�ZDV�D�V\PERO�RI�FRUUXSWLRQ�LQ�
WKH�ERRN�´�0V��3DVV�HQFRXUDJHV�
KHU�VWXGHQWV�WR�VKRZ�FUHDWLYLW\�
DORQJ�ZLWK�WKHLU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�
WKH�QRYHO��
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Applause prepares to celebrate 

¿IWHHQWK�DQQLYHUVDU\�
by Suzanne Jackson

� 7R�SUHSDUH�IRU�WKH�¿IWHHQWK�DQQLYHUVDU\�RI�Applause, the staff 

KDV�LPSOHPHQWHG�VRPH�HQKDQFHPHQWV�WR�RXU�SXEOLFDWLRQ��7KDQNV�WR�
VWDII�PHPEHUV�$O\�:LQW]�DQG�-DNRE�/D]]DUR, the Applause has a 

QHZ��VWDWH�RI�WKH�DUW�ZHEVLWH��(YHU\WKLQJ�LV�XS�DQG�UXQQLQJ�DW�ZZZ�VRD�
DSSODXVH�FRP��
� )RU�DOO�\RX�IDQV�RI�D�WDQJLEOH�SDSHU��GR�QRW�ZRUU\��ZH¶OO�VWLOO�
FRQWLQXH�RXU�UHJXODU�SULQWHG�QHZVSDSHU�HYHU\�PRQWK��$�ZHEVLWH�VLPSO\�
PHDQV�D�EHWWHU�DELOLW\�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�ZLWK�WKH�VWXGHQW�ERG\��)RU�
LQVWDQFH��SHUKDSV�\RX�GLVDJUHHG�ZLWK�RQH�RI�RXU�FROXPQLVWV�DQG�ZLVK�WR�
VKDUH�\RXU�RSLQLRQ��<RX�FDQ�HDVLO\�VXEPLW�D�/HWWHU�WR�WKH�(GLWRU�DQG�OHW�
XV�NQRZ�ZKDW�\RX�WKLQN��:H�ZDQW�WR�KHDU�IURP�\RX�
� $QG�¿QDOO\��DIWHU�ZKDW�KDV�VHHPHG�OLNH�\HDUV�RI�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�Dr. 

&XVDWLV�WDON�DERXW�SUHVHUYLQJ�ROG�FRSLHV��ZH�KDYH�VWDUWHG�WR�VFDQ�WKH�
SUHYLRXV�YROXPHV�RI�WKH�Applause��6RRQ�DOO�FRSLHV�IURP������WR������
ZLOO�EH�DYDLODEOH�XQGHU�WKH�³$UFKLYH´�WDE��%DFN�LQ�2FWREHU�RI��������ZKDW�
LV�QRZ�Applause was known as Artifacts��,W�FHUWDLQO\�GRHV�VHHP�OLNH�DQ�
DUWLIDFW�QRZ�WKDW�LW�KDV�EHHQ�LQ�SULQW�IRU�¿IWHHQ�\HDUV�

� :H�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�WKDQN�HDFK�RI�RXU�SDWURQV�DQG�DGYHUWLVHUV�IRU�
WKHLU�JHQHURVLW\��:LWK�RXU�LQFUHDVH�LQ�IXQGV��ZH�KDYH�SXUFKDVHG�WKH�
ODWHVW�$GREH�VRIWZDUH��D�ODUJH��KLJK�WHFK�VFDQQHU��DQG�D���7%�GULYH�WR�
EDFN�XS�RXU�SXEOLFDWLRQV��
� 6WD\�WXQHG�IRU�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�ZH¶YH�EHHQ�ZRUNLQJ�WR�EULQJ�WR�
\RX��ZKHWKHU�LW�LV�RQ�D�VFUHHQ�RU�LQ�SULQW��:LWK�RXU�QHZ�VWDII��ZH�KRSH�
WKDW�ZH�FDQ�FDUU\�RQ�WKH�OHJDF\�RI�WKH�Applause�DV�EHVW�ZH�FDQ��

,Q� WKH� ¿UVW� LVVXH� 'U�� &XVDWLV� ZDV� LQWURGXFHG� DV� D� QHZ�
WHDFKHU�� 7KH� IDFW� WKDW� 'U�� &XVDWLV� XVHG� WR� EH� D� ³0U��
&XVDWLV´�VHHPV�VWUDQJH��,�� IRU�RQH��WKRXJKW�KH�ZDV�ERUQ�

SURXGO\�EHDULQJ�D�3K��'��

62$�)DOO�6HPHVWHU�3HUIRUPDQFH�6FKHGXOH
All performances are at SOA and are free, unless otherwise noted.

October

Surprise Concepts,�6HQLRU�7KHVLV�'DQFH�3HUIRUPDQFH��7KXUVGD\��
2FW������������VW�KDOI�*���QG�KDOI�3*�

�WK�*UDGH�7KHDWUH�6KRZFDVH��7KXUVGD\�	�)ULGD\��2FW����WK�	���WK��
����SP

Jump, Jive & Wail,�+LJK�6FKRRO�%DQG�)XQGUDLVHU�6DWXUGD\�2FW��
��WK�� ����SP������SP� �'RZQWRZQ� 9LVLWRUV� FHQWHU� %XV� 6KHG��
7LFNHWV������DGYDQFH�����DW�WKH�GRRU�

�WK�*UDGH�0RQRORJXH�6KRZ��7KXUVGD\��2FW����UG������SP

Spook n’ Blues� +DXQWHG� +RXVH� DQG� %OXHV� )HVWLYDO� )XQGUDLVHU��
6DWXUGD\��2FW����WK������SP��7LFNHWV��+DXQWHG�+RXVH�����%OXHV�
)HVWLYDO�����VWXGHQWV�����DGXOWV��WLFNHWV�LQFOXGH�D�%%4�GLQQHU�

Harvest of Harmonies,�9RFDO�'HSDUWPHQW�)DOO�&RQFHUW��7XHVGD\�
2FW����WK������SP��7LFNHWV�����

9LVXDO�$UWV�6WXGHQW�'LVSOD\�DW�WKH�&RDVWDO�&DUROLQD�)DLU��2FW����WK�
1RY���WK��/DGVRQ��6&�

+DLNXV�RI�WKH�0RQWK
______________

No

E\�0V��3DMLF

1R�QR�QR�QR�QR�
No no no no no no no,

QR�QR�QR�QR�QR�

(GLWRU�7URXEOHV
by Suzanne Jackson

&RPH�RQ�JX\V��VXEPLW�
+DLNXV�DUH�VXSHU�GXSHU�
'RQ¶W�EH�VR�GDUQ�ODPH��

+DYH�\RX�EHHQ�G\LQJ�WR�VKRZ�RII�\RXU�SRHWLF�
VLGH"�<RX�FDQ�VXPELW�\RXU�KDLNX�WR�WKH�62$�
Applause�����������)DFHERRN�SDJH�DQG�\RX�

FRXOG�VHH�\RXU�KDLNX�IHDWXUHG�KHUH�

&ROOHJH�$OXPQL�)DLU
If you are beginning to look at colleges, come ask alumni 
about their college choice and receive advice concerning the 

application process. 
0RQGD\��1RYHPEHU��UG������

����������SP�LQ�WKH�62$�&DIHWHULD
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Point/Counterpoint

This year, we’re doing something a little different with our beloved Point/Counterpoint. Three of our staff members will be participating this year: 
Noah Jordan, Nikita Narodnitskiy, and Graham Crolley. Whoever wins the argument will move on to “compete” in the next issue. Starting 

off, we have Graham and Noah taking on the old argument...Graham: Cats
 Majesty— that’s right, beloved readers, 
majesty. A quality that has largely been lost 
in the human quest of pet ownership. Look 

at that lovely little cute hamster, Daddy, 
the children of America croon. Oh, Johnny, 

just look at that adorable puppy! Its tongue 

is all the way out of its mouth! There is 
something missing still. Veronica, dear, 

would you take a gander at the Robinson’s 

dear pet cockatoo? Why, it’s got feathers!

 Here, try this: Look at that cat.

 The cat as we know it today is a 
creature that retains both the cuteness 
desired in a pet, and also the untamed and 
dangerously beautiful majesty of a hunter. 
They roam our homes in a sort of unfettered 
grace, the great haunches of a jungle cat 
tensing and un-tensing as they cross the 
ÀRRUV�� WKH� H\HV� RI� D� QLJKW�WLPH� SURZOHU� DOHUW� LQ� WKHLU� IHOLQH� VNXOOV��
the teeth of a deft carnivore in their whiskered mouths. They are a 
breath of cool wilderness inside our pampered homes— even as we 
feed them mushed kibble, or dangle Toys-R-Us’s plush take on a dead 
mouse in front of their faces, we are fascinated by their reactions, 
how they strike with their paws, how they meow almost inquisitively.
 Ultimately, cats are the most versatile of pets, therefore making 
them the utmost best. One second, they can be donning a sweater 
for a feline photo op that will forever brand them into the churn of 
the Internet, and the next minute, they can be pouncing upon a tree 
frog in the backyard, courteous to leave the less desirable innards of 
the amphibian on their owner’s front steps. They are at once a cute 
thing to dote upon and a slinking predator that deserves respect.
 When it comes down to it, the cat has always been there, 
worshipped for centuries by olden cultures, keeping the neighborhood 
mole population under control, and kneading the quilt on their 
owners bed, perhaps purring softly, a sound both gentle and proud. 

Noah: Dogs
 This ageless debate between cats and 
dogs is nothing short of pointless. It takes 
no more than a real American soul to know 
that dogs were born as the superior beings 
and will remain as such until the great 
spaghetti monster comes down to smite us all. 
 The dog is a plucky, warmhearted 
member of the family. Your dog is not just 
an accessory to be toted along on trips to 
the beach. A dog is a true blue companion 
who will dash through the waves to retrieve 
any ball you throw and will return to your 
side with the slobbery thing plopping from 
its mouth onto the ground by your feet.
 The dog lover is hardcore by birth. 
What’s the point of owning an animal 
that can’t also be trained to be a deadly 
weapon? I support any and all purchases 

which further the true patriotic right to bear arms, or any other right 
which makes me feel real good about all the different things I can buy.
 Dogs are real with themselves. They roll in the most 
GLVJXVWLQJ�SLOH� WKH\� FDQ�¿QG�� DQG� VWLOO� FRPH�KRPH�H[SHFWLQJ�D�ELJ� IDW�
rub on the head. Dogs eat what they are given and never question or 
complain. We could hope to be such carnal and ignorant creatures.

Photo Credit: Suzanne Jackson

Who Won?
The Applause staff 
voted... and Graham 
Crolley put the best 
paw forward. He was 
not kitten around! 
Due to his purr-fect 
argument he will 
return next month to 
go up against Nikita 

Narodnitskiy. 

Proudly Supporting 
the Arts for 

Over 17 Years

WE’RE HERE
FOR THE

APPLAUSE

www.CharlestonCityPaper.com
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Abby Edwards, 10th grade 

Theatre major, snapped this shot 

in Paris, France, while on top of 

the Montparnasse Tower. 

She enjoyed the experience. “It 

was really cool to be on top of 

such an iconic city.”

Melanee Taylor,  12th grade Vocal major, 

eloquently describes her piece: “Of course 

there are many different interpretations. 

The moon changes gradually overtime and 

WKURXJKRXW�LWV�VKRUW�OLIH��WKH�GUDJRQÀ\�ZLOO�GR�
the same. Journeying day by day from place 

to place, becoming an even more distinctly 

beautiful creature. The moon phases are 

supposed to symbolize the change of time 

DQG�ZH�DUH�WKH�GUDJRQÀ\�´�

Photo Credit: Taylor Dahl

Photo Credit: Nick Scapellato

“Journey”

“Paris”
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Excerpt from “Chestnuts in the Summer”
 by Maddie DePuy, 11th grade Creative Writer

  Through the fence she sees the 
same tree line of the neighboring farm 
that she had always seen. But it seems one 
of the big pines has been taken down. It is 
almost harvest, after all. She feels a rush of 
adrenaline. Her parents have always told 
her never to look over there and never to go 
over there, but now, now she can see. Sight 
is powerful.  She can lay her eyes on a sliver 
of the forbidden land, which makes it all that 
more foreboding.  And yet at the same time, 
beckoning. She can see a small building in 
the distance, one she has only ever seen 
the chimney of. The pines around the hole 
seem to bend and stretch towards her side 
of the fence.  They are leaning over enough 

that they could pick her up, like a father and his infant. I hope they don’t 
break, I better go over so they won’t break, she thinks. So she shimmies 
her way under the fence, and begins to run through the trees. Her feet 
pump, her boots now make indents in the dark ground instead of hay. The 
greenness surrounds her; she can see the sky through the hole at the end. 
Sky of blue and sea of green… the lyrics move through the trees with her, 
the Beatles creep along the ridges of her mind. 
� 6KH�¿QDOO\�UHDFKHV�WKH�KROH�RI�VN\�VKH�KDG�VHHQ�WKURXJK�WKH�IHQFH��
the chestnut girl almost cracks. She sees everything here is strange. 
Nothing here is shining and slick like her barn she so loves.  There is that 
same small building, its brown closest to the trees. It is wicked and rickety 
and black. Smoke pours through the top and then an awful stench pours 
into her nostrils. 
 And then come the sounds. They are squeals, they travel along 
the ridges of the wooden building and then the dark ground and then 
her small ears. There is something intriguing though, the squeals are like 
sirens calling from a rocky shore. She inches closer towards the building, 
DV�LI�WXUQLQJ�D�FROG�GRRUNQRE�ZLWK�KHU�VPDOO�¿QJHUV��KHU�VPDOO�IHHW�WXUQLQJ�
along the ground. 
 She is almost to the back of the building when she sees him. His 
broad shoulders, his small head, his boots.  It is Father’ silhouette. 
 Her heart drops. He cannot see her here. He will kill me, she 
thinks. She now remembers he had said he was going over here to help his 
friend. She darts the rest of the way to the buildings edge, the closest place 
to hide. The stench overcomes her and now she wishes she had thought of 
a better hiding place. 
 The smell is all pink and the squeals are red, but not because of the 
bloody tone. They are red because they make her feel scarlet. A little fear, 
a little embarrassment for disobeying her father. The emotions mix and 
plaster themselves on her face. The red moves through the entirety of her 
and her surroundings. 
 Her focus shifts from her father, though, when she sees the hole. 
There is a small opening on the side of the wall, just above where she is 
crouching. She moves upward till her brown eyes can see through. The 
squeals increase. She blinks and then focuses. 
 A few hundred ropes. The ropes close around hundreds of pink 
feet. Pigs, pigs, pigs. A man, not her father’s friend, she is sure, moves 
through the forest of hanging bodies, slicing, slicing slicing. He stops at 
one pig. The pink thing is screaming all red and the man carefully saws 
WKURXJK� WKH�ÀHVK�� ,W� LV� DFULG�� ,W� LV� DFLGLF� WR�KHU� VPDOO�KHDUW��7KH�KHDGV�
fall to the ground with a thud.  She is still a chestnut and the pressure 
is rising- she feels the cracks coming- they are here, they are here- they 
break across the walls- she crumbles. She was wrong. Everything is shiny 
KHUH��,W¶V�GDUN�DQG�SRXULQJ�RQWR�WKH�JURXQG��WKH�VKDUS�VWHQFK�¿OOV�KHU��6KH�
picks up the pieces of her nutty, cracked, ten-year-old body and runs.

Photo Credit: Nick Scapellato

The Red Cardinal

The red cardinal comes back each and every day
The afternoon sun catches on its back 
Giving me a glimpse of its dark, glaring eyes 
That make you want to run away
 but get closer at the same time
The lamp holds the bird
As it stands like a statue
I walk by over and over again
 but it seems that the red cardinal doesn’t move at 
all

The bees buzz past it
It doesn’t give a sign that it cares
So I walk away stepping in cracks on the walkway
I run as dandelions blow 
$QG�IDOO�DV�WKH�À\�DZD\�LQ�WKH�ZLQG
I love to fall sometimes
It feels like falling until you hit the ground

7KH�OHDYHV�DQG�ÀRZHUV�RI�WKH�WUHHV�
Fall onto the grass as you stroll by
It looks like Heaven on Earth
7KH�ÀRZHUV�VWDQG�XS�VWUDLJKW
Like tiny soldiers marching into 
The tiny leaves as their swords
The wind can’t knock them over

The scent of the barbeque lingers in the air
0L[HG�ZLWK�WKH�VZHHW�VPHOO�RI�ÀRZHUV
And the noise of the laughing children
Playing in their backyard
I feel safe
In a place that gives me hope
This is what home feels like to me

And when the sun sets over the horizon
And the bees buzz away to their little, yellow hives
7KH�UHG�FDUGLQDO�ÀLHV�WR�KLV�QHVW
That sits upon a twig
$V�,�À\�WR�PLQH
That sits right around the corner
Goodnight

Hanna Elledge, 6th 
grade Creative Writer

Photo Credit: Nick Scapellato

Power Belongs to the Beautiful

Power belongs to the beautiful:
Angels with immense features

The talons of an eagle that symbolizes 
freedom

The glow of a sunset,
 That glazes the skies with colors of joy

The towering mountain
That casts a shadow over the vast land.

Power belongs to the hideous:
The infectious wound that reaches 

To your mind,
The boils the begins to pop from heat on 

A zombie’s gruesome face,
Cruel words that lash the victim’s heart

 An unused play doll that is old and falling 
apart.

Luke Christy, 6th grade 
Creative Writer

Photo Credit: Nick Scapellato
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Black & White

Black things are beautiful
The pupil of an eye

Dark night sky
Tip of a pencil

An abyss of the ocean
White things are beautiful

The sclera of an eye
The twinkle of the night sky

Snow falling from above
White chalk against a dark surface
Black & White things are beautiful

Fire and Frost

Heat is gentle
Like the warming of a 
Hand 
An oozing marshmallow
Just slightly tanned
7KH�¿HU\�EOXVK�RQ�\RXQJ�JLUOV�
Soft cheeks
A hug from a 
/RYHG�RQH�LQ�WKHLU�¿QDO
Weeks
A droplet of blood 
On a pale piece of paper
The quick pang of guilt 
From a skilled nighttime caper
And cold is gentle
The slight winter breeze 
7KH�VQRZÀDNH�WKDW�IDOOV
On the brown crispy
Leaves
$�ÀXII\�FORXG
At a high altitude
The peak of a mountain 
As it comes into view
The frost covered balcony
Of lonely princess
And the thin line between 
Hate and forgiveness

Night is Stunning

Night is stunning
The slab of 

 creamy white rising leisurely 
above the horizon ,

DQG�WKH�ÀLFNHULQJ��OXPLQHVFHQFH��
of lightning bugs 
are all treasures
only to be seen
when the light

 escapes the  sky.
Day is stunning

The radiant tangerine 
$QG�¿HU\�UHG�RUE�
Hovers above us 
Providing light 

and beauty,
birds the color 

of sapphire 
soar down

 from maple trees

Wave 

I stroll down an old splintering boardwalk
On a clear, sunny day

With a scratched surfboard resting
On my head

And I smell the salty air

And gaze at the waves crashing
Onto the quartz sand beach 

 Feeling  a charge 
Of excitement as I run toward 

The ocean

 I splash into the water
And paddle out to sea

Then I am met by 
A towering wave glistening in 

The hot sun

I start to move with it 
As if I’m being pushed

By a moving wall
Then it falls on me like a child

Tripping over a stone

Sharp Things are Beautiful

Sharp things are beautiful:
The tip of a blade,
The claws of a cat,

And bolts of lightning
Striking in to the shade.

The tip of a page,
&XWWLQJ�LQ�WR�P\�¿QJHU�

The very sharp words,
That seem to linger.

And dull things are beautiful:
The sparkling white edges

Of shiny hospital walls,
And the soft clean voices,

In dull brown halls.
With the sleek wet rain,

Come inky storm clouds.
And a dusty old book,

That was once read aloud

Autumn Chaveco, 6th 
grade Creative Writer

Photo Credit: Nick Scapellato

Breona Green, 6th grade 
Creative Writer

Photo Credit: Nick Scapellato

Clair Martin, 6th grade 
Creative Writer

Photo Credit: Nick Scapellato

Charlie Hastings, 6th 
grade Creative Writer

Photo Credit: Nick Scapellato

Bojena Sabin, 6th 
grade Creative Writer

Photo Credit: Nick Scapellato

Are you interested in seeing your writing in 

print? Send your submissions to:

suzanne@soa-applause.com

We welcome all majors! Let’s see what you can do. 

Thank you to Ms. Beth Webb 

Hart and her Creative Writing 

students for submitting their 

work to Applause. We look 

forward to featuring more in 

the future!
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SOA’s most fashionable major has 

early origins

by Sarah McCord

 The costume department began in 1997 when SOA was putting 

RQ� LWV�¿UVW�PXVLFDO��Oklahoma�� DQG�ZDV� LQ�QHHG�RI� FRVWXPHV��%HLQJ�D�
QHZ�DUW�WHDFKHU�ZKR�FRXOG�VHZ��0V��1LFKROV�VWHSSHG�XS�WR�WDNH�WKLV�RQ��
,W�VWDUWHG�RXW�DV�DQ�DIWHU�VFKRRO�FOXE�ZLWK�RQO\��D�IHZ�VWXGHQWV�LQWHUHVWHG�
LQ�OHDUQLQJ�KRZ�WR�VHZ�DQG�GHVLJQ�ZDUGUREHV�IRU�WKH�PXVLFDO��

� %HFDXVH� RI� ODFN� RI� PRQH\� DQG�
UHVRXUFHV�� WKH� GHSDUWPHQW� MXVW�
KDG� WR� DOWHU� FRVWXPHV� WKH� WKHDWUH�
GHSDUWPHQW� DOUHDG\� KDG�� 7KH� FOXE�
VWDUWHG�RXW�LQ�WKH�WKHDWUH�FODVVURRP�
ZLWK� RQH� VHZLQJ�PDFKLQH� WKDW�0V��
1LFKROV� EURXJKW� IURP� KHU� KRPH��
,Q� ������ WKH� GHSDUWPHQW� KDG�
GHYHORSHG� HQRXJK� WR� KDYH� LWV� RZQ�
WUDLOHU�EHKLQG�WKH�WKHDWUH��7KLV�ZDV�
DOVR�WKH�¿UVW�\HDU�WKH�FRVWXPHV�ZHUH�
PDGH�IURP�VFUDWFK�IRU�WKH�PXVLFDO��
Peter Pan�� ,Q� ������ RQH� VWXGHQW�

IURP�WKH�FODVV��3DXO�0F5DH��GHFLGHG�KH�ZDQWHG�WR�GR�FRVWXPHV�IRU�KLV�
WKHVLV�VR�FRVWXPH�GHVLJQ�EHFDPH�DQ�RI¿FLDO�FODVV��D�FODVV�RI�RQH��EXW�D�
FODVV�QRQHWKHOHVV��%\�WKLV�WLPH��WKH�FRVWXPH�GHSDUWPHQW�KDG�D�VHFRQG�
WUDLOHU�MXVW�IRU�ZDUGUREHV��7KLV�ZDV�WKH�VDPH�\HDU�9HQXV�:LOOLDPV�ZRQ�
WKH�)DPLO\�&LUFOH�&XS��DQG�EHFDXVH�VKH�ZDV�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�GHVLJQ�KHUVHOI��
VKH�GRQDWHG�D� JHQHURXV�DPRXQW�RI�PRQH\� WR� WKH�GHSDUWPHQW� IRU�QHZ�
VHZLQJ�PDFKLQHV��
� 2YHU�WKH�\HDUV��WKH�FODVV�JUHZ�IURP�RQH�WR�HLJKW�WR�WHQ�VWXGHQWV�
WR�PXOWLSOH�FODVVHV�ZLWK�DERXW�WZHQW\�¿YH�VWXGHQWV� LQ�WKH�SURJUDP��DV�
LW�LV�WRGD\��$ERXW�¿IWHHQ�62$�JUDGXDWHV�ZKR�ZHUH�LQ�FRVWXPH�DUH�QRZ�
SXUVXLQJ�JDUPHQW�DQG�IDVKLRQ�GHVLJQ��PRVW�RI�ZKRP�DUH�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�
6WDWHV�ZLWK�D�IHZ�VWXG\LQJ�LQ�(XURSH��
���������,Q�FODVV��VWXGHQWV�OHDUQ�PXOWLSOH�W\SHV�RI�VWLWFKLQJ�DV�ZHOO�DV�KRZ�WR�
XVH�D�VHZLQJ�PDFKLQH��7KH\�SXW�WKLV�LQWR�SUDFWLFH�E\�PDNLQJ�RU�DOWHULQJ�
FRVWXPHV� IRU� WKH�PXVLFDO� HDFK� \HDU� DQG� IRU� WKH� DQQXDO� IDVKLRQ� VKRZ��
7KLV�\HDU� LV� WKH�¿UVW�\HDU� WKDW�FRVWXPH� LV�RIIHUHG�DV�D�PDMRU� IRU�QLQWK�
JUDGHUV��(DFK�\HDU��D�JUDGH�ZLOO�EH�DGGHG�IRU�KLJK�VFKRRO�XQWLO�DOO�IRXU�
\HDUV�RIIHU�WKH�PDMRU���
� 6WXGHQWV�LQ�WKH�PDMRU�XVH�WKHLU�DGYDQFHG�VNLOOV�WR�LPSURYH�WKHLU�
DELOLWLHV�DQG�KDYH�PRUH�KDQGV�RQ�WLPH��DV�WKH\�DOUHDG\�NQRZ�WKH�EDVLFV��
7KH� UHTXLUHPHQWV� WR� JHW� LQWR� WKH� PDMRU� LQFOXGH� D� VXEPLWWHG� IROGHU�
FRQWDLQLQJ�VNHWFKHV�RU�SKRWRV�RI�RULJLQDO�FRVWXPHV�RU�IDVKLRQ�LGHDV�DQG�
DW�OHDVW�RQH�FRQVWUXFWHG�RU�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�DOWHUHG�SLHFH��
� )RU� WKH� DXGLWLRQ�� WKH� VWXGHQWV� PXVW� EULQJ� WKHLU� EHVW� H[DPSOH�
RI� FRQVWUXFWHG� RU� DOWHUHG� GHVLJQ�� 7KH\� KDYH� DQ� HLJKW\�PLQXWH� GHVLJQ�
DVVHVVPHQW�RQ�VLWH��VLPLODU�WR�D�3URMHFW�5XQZD\�FKDOOHQJH���%DVHG�RQ�WKH�
VSHFL¿F�WRSLF��WKH�VWXGHQWV�FUHDWH�D�VNHWFK�GHVLJQ�WR�PDNH�DQ�RXW¿W�IRU�D�
�����´�ZRRGHQ�PDQQHTXLQ��7KH\�DUH�QRW�DOORZHG�PDFKLQHU\�EXW�FDQ�XVH�
IDEULFV��SDSHU��QHHGOHV�DQG�WKUHDG��KRW�JOXH�JXQV��DQG�RWKHU�PDWHULDOV�
DQG�WRROV��
� � � �7KH�FRVWXPH�GHSDUWPHQW�KDV�JURZQ�VXEVWDQWLDOO\�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV� WR�
QRZ�KDYH� LWV� RZQ�ZLQJ� DQG� H[WUD� OHYHO� MXVW� IRU� JDUPHQWV� DQG� HQRXJK�
VHZLQJ�PDFKLQHV�IRU�HYHU\�VWXGHQW�LQ�D�FODVV��$OO�WKDQNV�WR�0V��1LFKROV��
DQG�QRZ�0V��%ULGJHV��IRU�FUHDWLQJ�WKH�SURJUDP�DQG�PDNLQJ�LW�ZKDW�LW�LV�
WRGD\��
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Good Morning, Vietnam: a Showcase 

of an Actor’s Genius 
E\�*UDKDP�&UROOH\

� ,�ZDV� VLWWLQJ� LQ� D�PRYLH� WKHDWHU�ZKHQ� ,� IRXQG� RXW�5RELQ�
:LOOLDPV� GLHG�� ,W� ZDV� ¿WWLQJ� UHDOO\�� VLWWLQJ� WKHUH� LQ� WKH� GDUN� RI�
WKH�URRP��GLJHVWLQJ�WKH�ORVV�RI�WKH�EHORYHG�FRPHGLDQ��DFWRU��DQG�
SHUIRUPHU�DV�+ROO\ZRRG�SUHYLHZV�ÀDVKHG�DFURVV�WKDW�JUHDW�VFUHHQ��
WKH�LPPRUWDOL]HU�RI�FRXQWOHVV�SHUIRUPHUV�LQFOXGLQJ�:LOOLDPV��$V�
ZLWK� DQ\� DUWLVW�� KH� LV� DOLYH� VWLOO� WKURXJK� KLV� ZRUNV�� DSSUHFLDWHG��
VWXGLHG��ORYHG��DQG�UHPHPEHUHG�ZLWK�D�ODXJK��,�WRRN�DOO�WKLV�LQWR�
JUHDW�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�ZKLOVW�FKRRVLQJ�ZKDW�PRYLH�WR�UHYLHZ�IRU�WKLV�
¿UVW�LVVXH��
� 7KH�PDQLF�JHQLXV�RI�:LOOLDPV�LV�FDSWXUHG�LQ�DOO�RI�KLV�PRYLHV��
but Good Morning, Vietnam�� IURP�ZULWHU�0LWFK�0DUNRZLW]�DQG�
GLUHFWRU� %DUU\� /HYLQVRQ�� LV� D� SHUIHFW� H[DPSOH� RI� KLV� FDSWLYDWLQJ�
RQVFUHHQ�SHUVRQD��
7KH������ZDU�GUDPD�FRPHG\� IROORZV�DQ�DUPHG�IRUFHV�UDGLR�'-��
$GULDQ�&URQDXHU��:LOOLDPV���DV�KH� LV�VHQW� WR�EHFRPH�SDUW�RI� WKH�
EURDGFDVW� LQ� 9LHWQDP�� 7KH� FRQÀLFW� LV� UHPLQLVFHQW� RI� WKH� HYHU�
SRSXODU�³VWLFN�LW�WR�WKH�PDQ´�SDUDGLJP²�5RELQ�:LOOLDPV�RSSRVHV�
DOO�HIIRUWV�RI�WKH�DXWKRULW\�WR�UHJXODWH�WKH�UDGLR�EURDGFDVW�DQG�VWDUWV�
DFWXDOO\�HQWHUWDLQLQJ�WKH�VROGLHUV�OLVWHQLQJ��ERRVWLQJ�PRUDOH��DQG�
VSUHDGLQJ�WKH�IHHO�JRRG�DWWLWXGH�RI�ROG�URFN�Q�UROO�LQWR�SRSXODWLRQ�
RI�$PHULFDQ�UHFUXLWV�

� 7KH� PRYLH� KDV� SOHQW\� RI�
VWDQGRXW� TXDOLWLHV�� IURP� WKH�
ODUJHO\� LPSURYLVHG� PDFKLQH�
JXQ�SDFH� EURDGFDVWV� RI� 5RELQ�
:LOOLDPV�� WR� WKH� HYROYLQJ�
IULHQGVKLS� EHWZHHQ� :LOOLDPV¶�
FKDUDFWHU� DQG� WKH� JRRG�QDWXUHG�
SULYDWH��*DUOLFN��SOD\HG�E\�)RUHVW�
:KLWDNHU��� WR� XQGHUFXUUHQWV� RI�
WKH�SROLWLFDO�FRQIXVLRQ�WKDW�FDPH�
ZLWK�WKH�9LHWQDP�:DU�
� :KHQ� ZDWFKLQJ� LW�� ,� IHOW� WKHUH�
ZDV� D� GH¿QLWH� SDUDOOHO�� LQ� RQH�
VFHQH�� :LOOLDPV¶� FKDUDFWHU�
LV� HPRWLRQDOO\� EHDWHQ� GRZQ��
FRQYLQFHG�KH� VKRXOG�GLVFRQWLQXH�
KLV�LQYROYHPHQW�LQ�WKH�EURDGFDVW��
ZKHQ� VHYHUDO� WUXFNV� RI� VROGLHUV�

UROO�XS�QH[W�WR�KLP�LQ�WKH�VWUHHWV�RI�9LHWQDP��$IWHU�DOO�KH�KDV�EHHQ�
WKURXJK��KH�VWLOO�PDNHV�WKH�FKRLFH�WR�VWDQG�XS�DQG�HQWHUWDLQ��PDNH�
WKH�PHQ�ODXJK��LQVSLUH�WKHP��7KDW�VFHQH��SHUKDSV�RQH�RI�WKH�EHVW�LQ�
WKH�¿OP��LV�GLUHFWO\�DSSOLFDEOH�WR�KRZ�KXPRU�FUHDWHV�D�OLQN�ZLWKLQ�
XV�DOO��DQG�WKDW�OLQN�LV�IDFLOLWDWHG�E\�DQ�HQWHUWDLQHU��9LHZLQJ�WKDW�
VFHQH��,�VDZ�WKH�FKDUDFWHU�DV�ERWK�&URQDXHU�DQG�WKH�PDQ�5RELQ�
:LOOLDPV�DW�RQFH�
+HUH¶V�WKH�EUHDNGRZQ�
 Pros:�JUHDW�FKDUDFWHU�GHYHORSPHQW��:LOOLDPV¶�GLDORJXH�LQ��
� WKH�EURDGFDVWV��FOHYHU�KXPRU
 Cons:�VRPHZKDW�SUHGLFWDEOH�SURJUHVVLRQ�RI�HYHQWV��� �
� XQQHHGHG�DQG�SRLQWOHVV�ORYH�LQWHUHVW�DV�DQ�DVLGH�� �
� XQVXFFHVVIXOO\�IRUFHG�LQ
� ,� UHFRPPHQG� WKLV� PRYLH²� LW� LVQ¶W� H[FOXVLYHO\� IRU� 5RELQ�
:LOOLDPV�IDQDWLFV�RU�SHRSOH�ZKR�ORYH�ZDU�PRYLHV��,W�LV�PRUH�D�PRYLH�
DERXW�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�DQG�KXPDQ�PRUDOH��DQG�WKDW�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�
ZH�FDQ�DOO�DSSUHFLDWH��
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Evolution of Costume Design

by Sarah McCord

Paul McCrae’s sketch for 
Captain Hook’s costume for 

Peter Pan (above)�DQG�KLV�¿QDO�
thesis (below),  2001.

Photo Credit: Provided

Photo Credit: Provided

In 2005, 18 Costume Design students provided 85 actors 
ZLWK�����FRVWXPHV�IRU�WKH�PXVLFDO�Big River. 

Photo C
redit: Provided

 In honor of SOA’s newest addition, Costume Design, 
ZH¶UH�WDNLQJ�D� ORRN�EDFN�DW� WKH�SURJUDP¶V�SURJUHVVLRQ�RYHU�
the past few years. From providing costumes for numerous 
SURGXFWLRQV�WR�SXWWLQJ�RQ�IDVKLRQ�VKRZV�IRU�WKH�VFKRRO��WKH�
SURJUDP�KDV�VHUYHG�DV�DQ�XQRI¿FLDO�PDMRU�VLQFH�WKH�IRXQGLQJ�
RI�WKH�VFKRRO��:H¶UH�WKULOOHG�WR�QRZ�ZHOFRPH�RXU�QLQWK�PDMRU��

Photo Credit: Provided

Photo C
redit: Provided

(Above) Costumes made by the 
students for the 2009 production of 
The Wiz. 
(Left) Abbie Reynolds works 
GLOLJHQWO\�WR�PDVWHU�WKH�VHZLQJ�
PDFKLQH�LQ�WKH�ROG�EXLOGLQJ��

Margaret Szwast��&ODVV�
of 2014) mans a sewing 
machine in the new 
EXLOGLQJ�ZKLOH�SUHSDULQJ�
for Thoroughly Modern 
Millie, 2014. 

(Right) Paris Scott 
poses with Madelyn 
Knight before the 
¿UVW�SHUIRUPDQFH�RI�
Thoroughly Modern 
Millie, 2014. 

(Left) Julia Dotson 
SXWV�WKH�¿QDO�WRXFKHV�
on Maddy Seabrook’s 
costume. 

Photo Credit: Provided

Photo Credit: Provided

Photo Credit: Provided
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SOA Embraces the Pegasus Garden

By Nick Scapellato

 After a minor setback caused by some unauthorized mulching, The Pegasus Garden is 

EDFN�RQ�WKH�MRXUQH\�WR�UHDFK�LWV�¿QDO�IRUP��6RPH�FKDQJHV�WR�ORRN�IRU�LQ�WKH�QHDU�IXWXUH�LQFOXGH�
dwarf palmetto trees to be planted when the cool weather hits (around the time the fair comes 

WR�WRZQ��LI�0U��2UYLQ¶V�SUHGLFWLRQ�SURYHV�WUXH�IRU�\HW�DQRWKHU�\HDU���VFXOSWXUH�SODTXHV�FRPSOHWHG�
E\�0U��%UHKP�DQG�0U��'DYLV��DQG�PRXQWV�IRU�WKH�ZLQG�FKLPH�VFXOSWXUHV��+HUH¶V�D�ORRN�DW�WKH�
3HJDVXV�*DUGHQ�DQG�KRZ�IDU�LW¶V�FRPH�VLQFH�LWV�HDUO\�JHQHVLV�

Photo C
redit: John C

usatis

6DYDQQDK�<RUN����WK�JUDGH�6WULQJV��UHFLWHV�SRHWU\�LQ�
WKH�3HJDVXV�*DUGHQ�GXULQJ�'U��&XVDWLV¶V�$3�(QJOLVK�

/LWHUDWXUH�FODVV��

Photo Credit: Nick Scapellato

Many organizations and clubs donated 

D�EHQFK�WR�WKH�JDUGHQ��
Students, parents, or teachers sponsored bricks that 

could bear the name of a fellow student, staff member, or 

LQÀXHQWLDO�DUWLVW��

Photo Credit: Nick Scapellato

Photo Credit: Nick Scapellato
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(Above and Left) The meticulous landscaping of 

the Pegasus Garden  includes a birdbath, a sundial, 

DQG�D�YDULHW\�RI�SODQWV��

Photo Credit: Elle Root
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This Week in History

by Jakob Lazzaro
Source: wikipedia.org

SUNDAY
10/12

MONDAY
10/13

TUESDAY
10/14

WEDNESDAY
10/15

THURSDAY
10/16

FRIDAY
10/17

SATURDAY
10/18

1692: The 
Salem Witch 
Trials end.

1810��7KH�¿UVW�
ever Oktoberfest 

was held in 
Munich.

1971: Jesus 
Christ Superstar 

opens on 
Broadway.

2000: The USS 
Cole is bombed.

2002: The Bali 
Bombings occur, 

killing 203.

Columbus Day

Free Thought 
Day

1792: The 
cornerstone 
of the White 

House is laid.

1974: Ed 
Sullivan dies.

2006: Ban-Ki 
Moon becomes 

the current 
United Nations 

Secretary 
General.

2010: The 33 
Chilean miners 

(trapped for 
69 days) were 

rescued.

International 
Day for 
Natural 
Disaster 

Reduction

1586: Mary, 
Queen of Scots, 

goes on trial.

1890: Dwight 
D. Eisenhower is 

born.

1947: Chuck 
Yeager becomes 
WKH�¿UVW�KXPDQ�WR�
break the sound 

barrier.

1964: Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 
wins the Nobel 

Peace Prize.

1986: Elie Wiesel 
wins the Nobel 

Peace Prize.

1990: Leonard 
Bernstein dies.

World 
Standards Day

1783��7KH�¿UVW�
human ascent occurs 
ZKHQ�WKH�0RQWJRO¿HU�
brothers launch a hot 

air balloon.

1815: Napoleon I 
begins his exile on 

Saint Helena.

1951: I Love Lucy 
premiers on CBS.

1990: Mikhail 
Gorbachev wins the 
Nobel Peace Prize.

1993: Nelson 
Mandela wins the 
Nobel Peace Prize.

Global Hand 
Washing Day

White Cane Safety 
Day

1781: George 
Washington 

captures Yorktown, 
VA.

1793: Marie 
Antoinette is 

executed.

1859: John Brown 
raids Harper’s 

Ferry, VA.

1978: Pope John 
Paul II is elected

1923: The Walt 
Disney Company is 

founded.

Boss’s Day

World Food Day

World 
Anesthesia Day

1777: The 
British forces 

at Saratoga, NY 
surrender to 

American army.

1931: Al Capone 
is convicted of 

tax evasion.

1933: Thomas 
Edison patents 
WKH�¿UVW�PRYLH�

1979: Mother 
Teresa wins the 

Nobel Peace 
Prize.

1985: Orson 
Wells dies.

International 
Day for the 

Eradication of 
Poverty

1851: Moby Dick 
is published.

1867: Russia 
sells Alaska to the 

United States.

1922: The BBC is 
founded.

1968: The 
U.S. Olympic 
Committee 

suspends two 
black athletes for 

giving a “black 
power” salute as 

a protest during a 
victory ceremony 
at the Mexico City 

Olympics.

1972: The 
Clean Water 

act is passed by 
congress.
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Across
3. With this invention, you can look through a wall. It is a 
_____.
���)LQLVK�WKH�O\ULF��µ&KLOOLQ¶�E\�WKH�¿UH�ZKLOH�ZH¶UH�HDWLQJ�
_________.’
7. He has married many women, but has never been married. 
He is a _______.
8. What is greater than God, more evil than the devil, the poor 
have it, the rich need it, and if you eat it, you’ll die?
9. Which word in the dictionary is spelled incorrectly?
10. What species has four legs in the morning, two legs at noon, 
and three legs in the evening?

Down
1. There was a green house. Inside the green house there was 
a white house. Inside the white house there was a red house. 
Inside the red house there were lots of babies. What is it?
2. Who makes it, has no need of it. Who buys it, has no use for 
it. Who uses it can neither see nor feel it. It is a ______.
5. There’s a man in the cabin in the woods and he’s dead. There 
are no weapons and he was healthy. How’d he get there? (two 
words)
6. What kind of tree can you carry in your hand?
11. Paul’s height is six feet, he’s an assistant at a butcher’s shop, 
and wears size 9 shoes. What does he weigh?

Help Mr. Taylor comply with the dress code!

Monthly Crossword

SUDOKU
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Then and Now
:KDW�ZDV�LV�WKH�KRWWHVW�RXW¿W�LQ�VL[WK�JUDGH"

Lena Matthews��D��WK�JUDGH�9RFDO�PDMRU��
VSRUWV�ÀRUDO�VNLUWV�DQG�-DFN�5RJHU�VDQGDOV��
:KHQ� DVNHG� WKLV� PRQWK¶V� TXHVWLRQ�� KHU�
LQVWLQFWLYH�UHVSRQVH�LV��³$Q\WKLQJ�WKDW¶V�QRW�
-XVWLFH�´

Sarah Courville�� D� ��WK� JUDGH� &UHDWLYH�
:ULWHU�� FODLPV� VKH� RIWHQ� VDZ� EHOO�ERWWRP�
RU�VHYHUHO\�ÀDUHG�MHDQV��6KH�DOVR�LV�JXLOW\�RI�
VSRUWLQJ�WKH�IDQWDVWLF��QHYHU�RXWGDWHG��-HDQ�
RQ�-HDQ�HQVHPEOH�

Photo C
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HOROSCOPES 

Libra - It may be in your best interest to remain detached from 
the war that is likely to follow today’s tension. Try your best to keep 

things light on your end; your strong spirit will follow you through this 
situation. Take some time to heal yourself and you’ll begin to thrive.

Scorpio - Keep things positive today, Scorpio. Wake up on the 
ULJKW�VLGH�RI�WKH�EHG�DQG�\RX¶OO�¿QG�WKDW�LW¶V�PXFK�HDVLHU�WR�NHHS�IURP�

¿JKWLQJ�DJDLQVW�D�EULFN�ZDOO��0DNH�VXUH�\RX�VWD\�RSHQ�WR�DOO�SRLQWV�RI�YLHZ��
Socialize, talk, listen and share what’s in your head and heart.

Sagittarius - You may feel an especially strong connection with 
\RXU�HPRWLRQDO�VLGH�WRGD\��<RX�PD\�¿QG�\RXUVHOI�GD\GUHDPLQJ�DV�WKH�GD\�
goes on. However, there are strong forces that oppose these dreams. Use 

this time to assess your options and possibilities.

Capricorn - This month you will need to come back to reality. 
Lately, you might have found that you have intense ideas to improve the 
ZRUOG�DURXQG�\RX��,QVWHDG�RI�VQXI¿QJ�RXW�WKHVH�GHVLUHV��VLPSO\�VHW�WKHP�

to the side for now. You will need them for later.

Aquarius - Now is the time for decisive action. You may feel 
that some of your choices have and are being opposed lately. It may feel 
like a tedious balance between war and peace, so share the calm that you 

feel and it will mellow out as time goes on.

Pisces - Restless energy urges you to take action but the 
nervousness you feel is preventing you from making any movement in 

HLWKHU�GLUHFWLRQ��,I�\RX�¿QG�\RXUVHOI�LQ�D�VOXPS�WRGD\��3LVFHV��GRQ¶W�ZRUU\��
*LYH�LW�VRPH�WKRXJKW�DQG�\RX�ZLOO�¿QG�\RXU�DQVZHU�

Aries - Due to your energetic nature, Aries, today will hold many 
opportunities for you to take control and make something happen. What 
you begin today will resound throughout the coming days. This is no time 

IRU�EOXVWHU�RU�IDOVH�FRQ¿GHQFH��*R�IRU�LW�

Taurus - Beware of misinformed people and false information. 
0LVJXLGHG�GUHDPV�SUHVHQWHG�DV�WUXWK�FDQ�HDVLO\�FUHDWH�¿JKWV��VR�NHHS�
\RXU�WHPSHU�FRRO��/HDUQ�WR�¿QG�MR\�LQ�WKH�VPDOOHU�WKLQJV�IRU�ULJKW�QRZ��

Taurus; you’re going to need it for the coming weeks.

Gemini - Things have been moving fast for you lately, Gemini. 
What has happened has happened, and you must move on from it. Use 
these next few days to take the focus back to your own self and security. 
There is a whole, wide world out there for you to explore and conquer 

when you’re ready.

Cancer - Take some time to renew your contacts and get 
caught up on what’s going on around you. Remember not to lose touch 
with those that don’t often cross your path. You have incredible gifts to 

EH�SURXG�RI�DQG�WKDQNIXO�IRU��VR�ZRUN�RQ�¿QGLQJ�\RXU�RXWOHW�

Leo - Remain aware of a certain powerful, self-centered energy 
working against your peaceful position. Stick with what you know and 

don’t stoop to another’s level to win; keep your balance and things 
should smooth out in the end.

Virgo - You may be called to stand today, so be careful that 
\RXU�YLHZSRLQW�GRHV�QRW�EHFRPH�¿[HG�DQG�VWXEERUQ��8VH�WKHVH�QH[W�IHZ�
GD\V�WR�NHHS�\RXU�HDUV�RSHQ�DQG�\RXU�PRXWK�VKXW��\RX�PLJKW�MXVW�¿QG�

that you learn a few things.
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Paint the Town Red and 
Gold
by Taylor Dahl

Every Monday
Monday Night Poetry and Music at East Bay Meeting 
House is back! Come and see live poetry readings and 
music. An open mic is following the feature. 

September 26- November 1st
,W¶V�¿QDOO\�+DOORZHHQ�VHDVRQ�ZKLFK�PHDQV�DOO�WKH�IXQ�
spooky events are up and running. Get scared at Boone 
+DOO�)ULJKW�1LJKW��,W¶V�¿OOHG�ZLWK�KHDUW�UDFLQJ�DWWUDFWLRQV�
that will leave you shaking. 

October 17th- November 2nd 
Mel Brook’s Young Frankenstein will start playing at 
the Dock Street Theater. It’s the perfect spooky play for 
Halloween. 

Now- December 29th 
It’s a thrilling and comedic murder mystery at The Black 
Fedora Comedy Mystery Theatre. Come see Inspector 
1R&OXH¶V�0XUGHU�0\VWHU\�DQG�ZLWQHVV�D�JXW�UXSWXULQJ�
mystery. Not one for something goofy? The Black Fedora 
Comedy Mystery Theatre is also showing Sherlock 
Holmes and the Charleston History Murder. Explore 
Charleston’s past from your seat!

Competitor 1: Theresa Elj

1.Colin O’Donoguhe and Winnie the Pooh.
2.False.
3.The Lamp.
4.Ellie.
5.True.
6.A Bug’s Life
7.Fish are friends, 
not food.
8.These questions are 
too hard.
9.I think it’s a Bug’s Life,
but I hate Cars.
10.“Laughs ironically”

The Trivia Challenge
by Jakob Lazzaro

Amid the hectic rush of heading back to school many students feel lost and 
overwhelmed, in need of a way to relax after a crazy day. And what better way to relax 

then watching a Pixar movie! Yes, this month’s trivia will be themed around Pixar, with 
Teresa Elj battling Chase Godwin.  

Questions:

1. Name two of the three founders of Pixar.
���7UXH�RU�)DOVH��7KH�3L]]D�3ODQHW�WUXFN�DSSHDUV�LQ�DOO�3L[DU�IHDWXUH�¿OPV�
3. What is the name of the Pixar desk lamp character that appears in the logo?
4. What is the name of Carl’s wife (UP)?
5. True or False. Pixar has won more than thirty Academy Awards?
���:KDW�ZDV�3L[DU¶V�¿UVW�IHDWXUH�¿OP"
7. Name all three sharks in Finding Nemo.
8. Name the daycare center in Toy Story 3.
���:KDW�LV�JHQHUDOO\�FRQVLGHUHG�WKH�ZRUVW�3L[DU�¿OP"
����:KDW�ZDV�3L[DU¶V�¿UVW�DQLPDWHG�VKRUW"

  

And the winner is...
CHASE GODWIN

Chase recalled more cherished childhood memories about Pixar movies while 
Teresa fell short (although she would like to point out that she knows more 

about Disney). Thus, Chase will return again next issue as Applause’s reigning 
Trivia Emperor.

Competitor 2: Chase Godwin

1.Steve Jobs…
2.True.
3.Steve.
4.Ellie.
5.True.
6.The Incredibles.
7.Bruce and… that’s all I 
got.
8.Sunnyside.
9. A Bugs Life?
10.I don’t know.

Photo Credit: Jakob LazzaroPhoto Credit: Jakob Lazzaro

Are you interested in competing for the title of Trivia Emperor in 
The Trivia Challenge? The winner will receive a $15 Barnes & Noble 
gift card and eternal glory. If you are interested in competing email 
jakob@soa-applause.com or message us on Facebook. We hope to 

hear from you!



“What song describes 
the way you felt on the 

ÀUVW�GD\�RI�VFKRRO"µ

By Dmitri Grigorieff
Photos by Nikita Narodnitskiy

“‘I Am a God’ by Kanye 
West”

Sasha Grigorieff, 9th Grade, 
Visual Arts

“‘War Ready’ by Rick Ross”
Jarby Brown, 12th Grade, Band

“‘Fancy’ by Iggy Azalea with 
Charli XCX”

Kanisha Coleman, 9th Grade, 
Fashion/Costume Design

“‘Happy’ by Pharrell 
Williams”

Gorge Medina-Valencia, 6th 
Grade, Vocal

“A lullaby because I was very 
tired.”

Molly Weaver, 7th Grade, 
Theater

“‘Thriller’ by Michael Jackson”
Max Rosenberg, 7th Grade, 

Strings

“‘One Foot Wrong’ by P!nk”
Mrs. Wright, Teacher

“‘Problems’ by ASAP Rocky”
Douglas Smith, 12th Grade, 

Creative Writing

“‘No Flex Zone’ by Rae 
Sremmurd”

Rylee Puckhaber, 11th Grade, 
Theater

“‘We Are Never Ever Getting 
Back Together’ by Taylor Swift”

Cassie Simpson, 9th Grade, 
Dance
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