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Letter from the Editors

Dear SOA,

 All three of us editors started as writers on the staff, years ago, keen to learn the art and 
discipline of reporting, of interviewing, of creating a timely and succinct product. We would like to 
say that at the start of our senior year, we took on editorship with the grace of three beautiful stallions, 
but perhaps our backs buckled a bit under the saddle of real world responsibility, deadlines, and that 
daunting virtue of cool-headed teamwork. 
 But as the year continued, it all became an effortless immersion-- habitual practices became 
the rhythms of our work, and we sacrificed hours and hours of what would have been free time 
to write and perfect each issue of this newspaper. At times, it was kind of like walking through a 
haunted house, recoiling in fear at the ghoulish forgotten advertisements waiting around the corner, 
running away screaming from chomping stacks of pages to be copy edited. But at the end of every 
month, when we emerged on the other side, shaking, wiping stress sweat from our brows, we knew 
it was worth it, observing the ink blotches on the pads 
of our fingers, hefting thick blocks of newspapers and 
knowing it was our hard work.
 Applause has taught all of us innumerable 
skills that will follow us for the rest of our lives: editing, 
programming, public relations, email etiquette (thanks 
Dr. C), writing for specific audiences, time management. 
We will use these as we move on, Taylor to Virginia 
Commonwealth University, Suzanne to Bard College, 
Graham to Emerson College. No matter where we go, we 
will be linked by this year’s experiences. And of course as 
disciples of the great advisor Lord Cusatis.
 This 64 page, full-color graduation issue 
celebrates the successes and achievements of the class of 2015 and bids farewell to SOA’s retiring 
teachers. Be sure to check out the senior essays and surveys throughout the paper, as well as 
overviews of all the majors for the 2014-15 school year. Lovely congratulations from the families of 
graduating seniors are included as well. As always, our entire 15-year archive can be found online at 
soa-applause.com.
 A heartfelt congratulations goes out to the class of 2015. We’ll miss you. Let’s cultivate our 
gardens.

Love,
Graham, Taylor, and Suzanne
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Congratulations Jakob Lazzaro for 
being named Applause’s 2015-2016 

Editor-in-Chief!

Congratulations, Class of 2015!

 Now is the time for celebration! 
You are accomplished artists who have 
achieved much and impacted many. 
We are proud of your awards and 
success and thankful for the lives you’ve 
touched as you performed, modeled  
and served.
 I look forward to hearing about 
the experiences you will have as you 
continue to make a difference in the 
lives of those around you, whether in 
the local community or on the global 
stage.

With much respect,

Dr. Cook

Best Wishes to the Senior Class from 

the SOA Administration
Dear Class of 2015,

 I am truly excited to witness my 
first graduating class of SOA seniors. 
I came into this school year without 
expectations or an understanding of 
all the great things I would have the 
pleasure of being associated with.
 I will truly miss the conversations 
I have had with many of you, as well 
as the relationships formed over the 
course of this school year.  It is always something special 
about a “first,” and this first group of 12th graders have 
really made a lasting impression on me. 
 I look forward to the successes you all will experience 
in the future, and am proud to be associated with such a 
talented group of young people.

Warm regards and best wishes,
 

Dr. R. Perrineau, Jr. 

Dr. Shannon Cook
Principal

Dr. Robert Perrineau
Vice Principal



PEARL
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AMETHYST
Ms. Rhoda Ascanio

Mr. Mark Lazzaro

Mr. Alan Brehm

Dr. Angela Saito

Dr. Mark Teseniar

The Schaible Family

Ms. Kimberly Zerbst

TURQUOISE
Ms. Christine Bednarczyk

Ms. Tracey Castle
Ms. Anne M. Cimballa

Dr. John Cusatis
Debbie Dekle

Ms. Sylvia Edwards
Mr. Rutledge Hammes

Ms. Tiffany Clementi Hammes
Ms. Beth Webb Hart

Mr. Brett Johnsen
Ms. Robin Greig

Ms. Rosemarie Miles
Mr. Vincent Pezzeca
Mr. Sean Scapellato

Ginger and Heather Snook
Ms. Penny Zhang

PERIDOT
The Collins Family
The Crosby Family

Mr. Basil Kerr
Ms. Stacey LeBrun
Christian Leprettre

Olivia Lopez
Claudia Ludden

Ms. Shannon Pennetti
Ms. Mandy Wade

John White

Luke Ablonczy

Ted Anastopoulo

McKenna Andrews

Maria Carrillo

Kelsey Costa

Sarah Courville

Houdini

Yulma DiPaolo

Carly Edwards

Frank Fabor

Jacob Fairchild

Abbey Kirkland

River Kopsak

Emily Lanter

Katy LeBarron

Abby LeRoy

Olivia Levins

Mr. Kirk Lindgren

Emma MacMillan

Callie McLean

Destiny Meadows

Sterling Moore

Mr. Michael Morelli

Ms. Courtney Moschella

Leigh Nelson

Meredith Riggs

Elle Root

Vasantha Sambamurti

Christina Simpson

Denver Smith

TOPAZ
The Doran Family

John and Joan Hogan
Jane and Kerry Lassiter

The McCord Family

GARNET
Ms. Sue Bennett

Ms. Debra Benson
Angie and Grant Carwile

Mr. Karl Clark
Ms. Bethany Crawford
Ms. Susanne Drennan

Ms. Ann Marie Fairchild
Ms. Sarah Fitzgerald

Jim and Rhonda Hunter
Ms. Beth Lasley

Ms. Rosamond Lawson
Mr. and Mrs. H. Chapman McKay

Mr. Heath Orvin
Ron and Valerie Paquette 

Jonah, Keara, & Caelan Paquette
Ms. Nan Rickson

Ms. Christine Rogers
Mr. Kevin Short
Mr. Bill Smyth

The Varnado Family

SAPPHIRE
James and Jennifer Moriarty

The Wise Family

Thank you Applause patrons for your generosity! 

If you would like to be added to our growing list of patrons, please e-mail  
taylor@soa-applause.com. 
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Creative Writing Overview

                                                                                           by Rutledge Hammes 

 This year, the Creative Writing Program at SOA has made a big splash on the national stage, earning countless 
awards in some of the country’s most prestigious writing competitions, including about 380 regional and national Scholastic 
Writing Awards (the nation’s oldest and most prestigious contest for teenage writers), which is more than any other school 
in the country. Our program won 18 National Scholastic Medals that will be accepted at the world-famous Carnegie Hall in 
June, the most in our program’s history. That night, the top of the Empire State Building will be lit in gold, in honor of their 
achievements. What’s more, one of our sixth grade creative writers won first place in the entire nation (and out of almost 
300,000 submissions) in the National Reflection Contest.
 The 6th grade began their year with poetry and nonfiction. They took a ferry to Bull Island and spent the day 
hiking the island in search of characters and conflicts for their puppet shows. Each student wrote a novel-in-verse inspired 
by Sharon Creech’s Love That Dog and a puppet show with the Visual Artists. In the Spring, students were introduced 
to fiction and scriptwriting. They wrote two short stories, several vignettes and collaborated with the Dance and Theatre 
majors to produce traditional Kabuki plays.
 7th graders focused on fiction and poetry during the first semester. They studied plot structure, pacing, and 
characterization within a short story and crafted four pieces that explored different techniques of narrative voice. In the 
spring, they studied poetry, creating works from unusual points of view, constructed like letters, based on current events, 
and embedded with memories. They also explored nonfiction, writing essays which examined a single trait in an individual 
and how it related to them. Finally, they gave a literary reading in the Media Center which proved to be a magical evening. 
 8th graders began their year studying fiction and wrote two full-length short stories, centered around experience 
and perspective, narrative voice, folklore and magical realism, as well as ways in which writers plant their endings early 
on in a story. The second half of the year they studied poetry and experimented with various methods: borrowing phrases 
and words from classmates to construct poems, basing poems on news articles, and following the masters by composing 
sonnets. After reading selected essays, they created nonfiction vignettes which captured aspects of their own lives. Finally, 
they shared their works with parents and friends at a literary reading in the Black Box Theatre.
 9th graders began the year with Poetry Workshop and started each day with a poem from Billy Collins “Poetry 180” 
website. They learned a new form of poetry every week studying imagery, voice, prose poems, sonnets and Ars Poetica. In 
Fiction Workshop, they wrote three short stories and several vignettes for Mr. Hammes, and studied a number of advanced 
fiction techniques like minimalism, crisis of faith, narrative uncertainty and the role of objective correlatives. During the 
2nd semester, both 9th and 10th graders traveled to the Penn Center on St. Helena’s Island for a writer’s retreat, which 
focused on the literature and culture of the Civil Rights Movement and Gullah traditions.
 10th graders learned to craft a script for the stage and the screen as well as how write and perform slam poetry, 
and in the process, produced a film script, a play script, a solo slam poem and a group slam poem. In Nonfiction Workshop, 
students wrote essays exploring their personal flaws as well as the lives of relatives and friends, the essence of Creative 
Writing class and a childhood memory. Students gained insight into the daily work of a writer through their interview with 
Gary Smith, senior writer for Sports Illustrated. 
 11th graders studied the works of Nobel Prize winning authors in Finding Your Voice, learning to identify their own 
voice through a thematic series of poems, non-traditional plot structures and current social issues. They also learned about 
the Senior Thesis process at the Creative Writing Retreat in Lake Logan, North Carolina.  In the Place and Gender course, 
11th graders took an in-depth look at what role both locus and gender play in the alchemy of creating a work of literature.  
Students wrote three linked episodic stories based on a fictional place as well as a personal essays about the culture in 
which they find themselves and some aspect of nature in their unique locale.  In addition, students wrote a story from 
the point of view of the opposite gender, challenging themselves to see from another perspective, and they wrote a series 
of coming-of-age poems and stories where a protagonist comes to adulthood through a process of epiphanies, obstacles, 
strengthening and maturity.
 The intensive yearlong Senior Thesis course afforded sixteen students the enviable opportunity to learn the ins 
and outs of the writing profession. They each worked one-on-one with a renowned writer to write, revise and publish an 
original 100-page book, now available for purchase at Amazon.com. The year culminated in numerous state, regional and 
national awards, along with a well-attended Senior Thesis Reading, themed Carpe Diem.
 For all their hard work and dedication to their craft and for all their countless awards and recognitions, the Creative 
Writers truly deserve a big round of applause.    
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Dance Overview
by Linda Cline

 The Dance Department has been extremely busy this year! Senior Thesis 
choreographed 3 full length performances and took a trip to NYC, the dance 
capital of the USA, where they took class at the Alvin Ailey Dance Theatre, Paul 
Taylor Studio, and Broadway Dance. They saw several Broadway shows and 
played in Central Park in the snow. The juniors choreographed 2 full length 
performances this year. Ashley Green’s solo dance was selected to be performed 
at the Regional HS dance festival in Virginia in March. 9th-11th graders 
attended the regional festival and all of those who auditioned for summer study 
and college dance programs received scholarships and/or program admissions. 
Two students won scholarships to prestigious dance programs:  Jordan Benton 
received a scholarship to Pointe Park University in PA and Hollins University in 
VA. Ashlee Green received a scholarship to Paul Taylor School in NYC. 
 The 8th Grade Dance and Visual Arts performance, an annual event, 
was gorgeous! The students painted furniture and choreographed dances 
inspired by famous works of art. They came together on the stage in April and 
the audience enjoyed a colorful and artistic evening of art and dance.
 The Middle School Dance majors attended the Grand Opry in Myrtle 
Beach for a full day of workshops, classes, and performances. They performed 
in the pre-show, before getting to see the Opry performers do what they do best- 
sing and dance!
 The entire dance department, 6-12, was involved in 2 enormous 
concerts. The first was the holiday concert with the piano department, and the 
second was the full departmental performance in April. The April performance 
showcased student work, faculty work, and the work set on our dancers by our 
guest artists from Charleston and out of state. In particular, Marlayna Locklear 
from Dayton Contemporary Dance Company, came for an entire week to work 
with our students and she set a piece on the 9th graders.

Band Overview
by Basil Kerr

 This was another successful year for the Band Department.  Beginning 
in August at Band Camp, the HS Band was ready to begin the year in style.  The 
large ensembles were reorganized into a smaller Wind Ensemble and a large 
Symphonic Band, each with their own unique sounds.  The SOA Jazz Band was 
getting ready for a big year, and a second jazz ensemble, the Jazz Lab Band, was 
officially organized to develop the jazz skills of less experienced musicians.  The 
Middle School Bands welcomed a new crop of 6th graders to begin their musical 
adventures as well.  
 After starting the concert season 
in the RMMT with concerts in September, 
October featured the annual “JUMP, JIVE 
AND WAIL” dance and show at the Visitor 
Center.  “JJW” has become THE event of 
the fall, and is the unofficial Homecoming 
event for the School of the Arts.  A crowd 
of over 800 ate and danced the night away.
 The holiday season featured 
chamber ensembles from the Band 
performing downtown for the “Holidays in 
Charleston” series in Marion Square and 
in the Market area.  The MS and HS bands 
had their annual holiday concerts, both of 
which were big successes.
 The spring semester is the time for auditions and 
competitions.  The bands hosted the All-County Band Clinic the first week in 
January, and middle and high school band members auditioned for the All-
Region and All State Bands later in the month.  The High School Band had 
their largest representation in All State Band this year, and again had the 
most students selected to the All State Jazz Ensemble.  In the midst of all the 
auditions, the SOA Jazz performed at the first annual Charleston International 

Jazz Festival.  The show was to a huge crowd at the Charleston Music Hall.  The 
Jazz Band also reached out to our neighbors in Liberty Hill, participating in a 
“roast” honoring Lonnie Hamilton III for his service to the community.
 February and March featured MS and HS band majors representing the 
school at the All Region Band, the All State Band, the All State Jazz Ensemble, 
and the All State Orchestra.  Almost every band major participated in at least 
one of these events.  The  State Concert Performance Assessment (formerly 
known as the Concert Festival) capped off the March Madness with superior 
performances by all the middle and High school bands.  SOA hosted the middle 
school event, and over 1600 students visited the school and performed on our 
stage.  

 There were some individual honors 
as well, with Destiny Meadows and 
Jarby Brown selected to perform at the 
SC Music Educators Master Recital in 
Columbia.  Destiny Meadows and Peter Gair 
represented SOA in the National Honor 
Band, performing in Indianapolis in March. 
 As the year wound down, the band 
kept playing along, with their spring “POPS” 
concert, and a recording session by the 
SOA Jazz at the Charleston Music Hall.  
The Middle School band did their part, 
performing at the Spring Showcase, and 
with their own big spring concert as well. 
The SOA Wind Ensemble rehearsed “Lincoln 
Portrait” with Mayor Joe Riley, and while 

the performance scheduled for the Battery downtown was rained 
out, the experience was memorable.  The Senior Thesis Concerts were amazing, 
with each performer displaying their unique musical character.  
 “I am proud of the students, especially the Seniors, this year” said Mr. 
Kerr.  “In terms of performance and individual success, this has been our best 
year yet!”

All State Band members
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Piano Overview 

by Debra Benson

 We started the year off showcasing the talents of our students with a 
September performance at a Charleston Battery soccer game. In late October, 
middle school students hosted the Spook n’ Blues concert in conjunction with 
the theater’s haunted house, playing blues on piano accompanied by bass, 
drums and solo instruments.
 Next, both middle and high school students prepared ensemble pieces 
involving one to three pianos, with the middle school students performing in 
early November and the high school students performing along with the high 
school dance majors as part of the holiday showcase.
In December, the high school students experienced the winter glamour of New 
York City on our piano class trip. Students saw the famous Piano Guys and the 
dazzling Rockettes, attended Jazz at Lincoln Center, and visited Swing 46 for 
dinner and a jazz show- where student Nolan Tecklenburg was able to play. The 
four-day trip also included visits to several museums and a midnight trip to the 
top of the Empire State Building.
 In early February 10 students, selected based on their outstanding 
performance at the Solo & Ensemble Festival at Lander University the previous 
April,  performed at the SCMEA Honors Recital in Columbia. In late February 
high school students rocked out to the music of Billy Joel and Elton John in 
the Piano Rocks concert, a big success with over 300 attendees. We discovered 
that many of our piano majors are also talented singers, with several singing 
numerous songs, both while they played and in accompaniment. Some vocal, 
band and strings majors also assisted us.
 March brought a time of recitals and competitions.  Students 
performed in solo recitals in the Black Box Theater and North Charleston 
United Methodist Church. We had 40 students participate in the Achievement 

Day Competition which required students to perform 2 solo pieces from 
memory, a battery of technique including scales, arpeggios and chords, sight-
reading and a written theory test with 35 students receiving an “Outstanding” 
rating and 8 selected to perform on the CMTA Honors Recital. Towards the 
end of March, 25 students participated in District Auditions with 16 receiving 
an “Outstanding” rating and continuing on to compete at the state level in late 
April. 6th grader Jason Guo received the state title for his division, 6th grader 
Lane Copeland received alternate, and 6th grader Henry Schrecker received an 
honorable mention. Jason performed on the state recital in mid May.
 March was a time of preparation for senior thesis.  Dr. Weeks of 
Converse College came and spent the day with many seniors in a master class 
giving them suggestions and feedback on their repertoire. From April 19th-21st, 
there were performances of various types of piano music, presentations by the 
students who completed the education thesis, and the performance of original 
compositions and arrangements. 
 We concluded the year with performances at the SOA Showcase in 
April and a three-hour performance of piano music at the North Charleston 
Arts Festival on May 2. It’s been a great year for piano! We will all miss seniors 
Julia Brisbane, Sabrina Sanchez, Mark Ablonczy, Liam Brunson, Tevin Deas, 
Dallas Grant, Max Hutton, Victor Mardikian, Tony Pinckney, and Tradd Zanin 
and wish them luck in their future endeavors.

Piano Senior Thesis a 
Hit

by Jakob Lazzaro 

 Piano senior thesis isn’t just two 
hours of classical music, as many would 
believe. Instead, piano majors have three 
varied options- Education, where the 
student teaches piano for the year and 
presents their students’ achievements; 
Composition, where the student composes 
several pieces and oversees their 
performance; and Performance, where the 
student prepares and performs a thirty 
minute program of piano music. Seniors 
are also required to design a program for 
their performance.
 Mirroring these three options 
were the three piano senior thesis 
performances- April 19th, 20th, and 21st. 
Unfortunately, I was only able to attend 
the April 19th performance featuring 
seniors Sabrina Sanchez (Education), 
Dallas Grant (Performance), Tradd Zanin 
(Composition), and Antonyo “Tony” 
Pinckney (Performance). 
 The theses started off strong with 
Dallas Grant and Tony Pinckney performing 
a varied spread of classical repertoire from 
Joplin’s “Maple Leaf Rag” to Mozart’s 

“Rondo Alla Turca.” Next, Sabrina Sanchez 
took the stage and presented an overview 
of her yearlong teaching process and her 
students’ progress, ending with a clip 
from the Christmas recital. Finally, Tradd 
Zanin strode forward to conduct two of 
his four original compositions. Varied in 
style, they were an ensemble involving 
various keyboard, brass, and strings 
instruments and, my personal favorite, a 
piano composition involving 16 hands on 
one piano- inspired by the Piano Guys.
 After a brief stage reset to swap 
out some accompanying instruments, the 
program moved in a lighter direction with 
Dallas, Tony, and Tradd showcasing music 
from Piano’s recent Billy Joel/Elton John 
concert. The repertoire was a smorgasbord 
of well-known tunes such as “Piano Man,” 
“Honesty,” and “Stiletto,” sung by junior 
band major Parris Byars and “Allentown,” 
sung by Mr. Clarke. Dallas also rocked 
a rendition of Michael Jackson’s “Billie 
Jean” with Shelby Levine singing.
	 The	 final	 notes	 of	 “Stiletto”	
drew the performance to a close. The 
celebratory cake was cut while performers 
and spectators milled about in the lobby- a 
fine	end	to	the	final	concert	of	four	senior	
piano majors as they prepared to step out 
of the theatre (one last time) and into the 
world.

Senior Piano majors post-thesis performance
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Theatre Overview
by Megan Link

 What a whirl wind of a year for the SOA Theatre Department! As soon 
as the students started to rub their weary eyes at 8 am on the first day of school, 
our Seniors were coming in with a first draft for Senior Thesis. They kicked it into 
high gear with their Practicum Show; She Kills Monsters, which we also took to 
Competition of South Carolina One Act Festival. Their work assisted in achieving 
two all star acting Awards.  The 9th Grade warmed up the SOA Black Box with 
their practicum show; Drum Taps, a look back on the civil war.   
 Not to be left behind, the tour de force that is our Improv Troupe lived up 
to its reputation. Traveling far and wide, the Gnomes performed for audiences 
in Savannah, GA; Chattanooga TN and in our own Elementary Schools and in 
the North Charleston Arts Festival. Their outreach to local schools also showed 
the jewel that we have in the Gnomes. Finishing off the year with their Annual 
Gnome Coming they said Adieu to  Seniors; Ted Anastopoulo, Devin Donaldson, 
Ce Ce Fish, and Mattie Smith.  
  The middle school, stretched their performing wings multiple times. The 
6th grade performed their original monologues and scenes to a packed house. 
Then the 8th grade started to prepare for their play Their Hearts were Pure a 
fun melodrama. It truly was a success. The costumes designed by our Costume 
Design Major really heightened the concept that director George Younts was 
going for. Through in the Physical Theatre shows and the eighth grade was busy. 
The 7th grade worked on their Workshop Show; Rainbows vs Bunnies with Mrs. 
Catangay. 6th grade performed with the Dancers,  Creative writers and finished 
up with Shakespeare and Kabuki performances.  
 Going into 2015 there was no rest for the weary. The seniors began 
rehearsing their Senior Thesis Group Performances while 10th and 11th graders 
geared up for their  Practicum Shows, The Sweet Life of Jack Smith, and The 
Misanthrope. In tandem with those shows the students also participated in Mask 
work. In the midst of all these performances over half of the high school travelled 
to Chattanooga, TN to the South Eastern Theatre Conference. Once back Seniors 
successfully performed their Thesis pieces. 17 eclectic and brilliant pieces were 
shown over the course of 5 days. After all of that work 9th through 11th graders 
started into the Departments Annual Playfest in which the Junior writes and 
directs while the 9th and 10th graders act. Best Actress went  to Elizabeth 

Hamf, Best Actor went to Jack Stalcup, Best Ensemble went to Stop Opera, 
Best Playwright was Dalia Tucker, Best supporting Actor was Mark Wolfe, Best  
Supporting Actress was Zoe Counts, and Best Director went to Jessie Cox. 
 Middle School finished the year up with Adjudications and their Picnic. 
We wish the 8th grade luck in the future.   
Finishing up with our High School theatre Banquet we found out that Theatre 
Artist of the Year was Emma Macmillan. This is one of our highest awards 
decided on by our student body. We also recognized those students who went 
above and beyond the call of duty. As we say good by to our talented 12th grade 
majors, we KNOW that our success this year was sustained by the talent and 
dedication of our theatre majors and their families. We look forward to next year 
and what it has to offer. 

Theatre Senior Thesis a Rewarding 

Event
by Sarah McCord and Devin Donaldson 

The Senior Theatre Major’s last performance took place on April 28th through 
May 1st.   After their performances of She Kills Monsters and the group pieces, 
the senior class of 2015 showed their true talents as they successfully made 
audiences laugh one second and cry moments later in the concluding portion of 
the thesis trilogy. 
 These incredible students had less than two weeks to cast their scenes, 
memorize them, block them, and then tech them before finally performing.  
They wrote these pieces themselves based off of topics such as abuse, mental 
disorders, the Holocaust, superheroes, werewolves, and even sad clowns. 
 With the help of other theatre majors, the students were able to delve 
into the process of taking an idea and being able to produce it. They were able 
to develop skills that they can use in the future if they plan on pursuing theatre 
as a career or not. 
 Completing senior thesis is one of the most rewarding events at SOA, 
and this part of theatre thesis should have made all the theatre seniors proud, 
as each one was brilliant in its own way.
 Senior Ted Anastopoulo, who casted only middle school students, 
states, “I can’t believe I survived that. I’m done. Now I can focus on more 
important things like my friends…and APs.  I’m serious; during thesis week I 
showered once.” 
 After the performance Ted and his classmates celebrated at Saki 
House, indulging in sushi and hibachi.  
 Thanks to these wonderful seniors for sharing their gifts.

Theatre majors perform pantomimes in the Black Box Theater.

Senior Theatre majors strike a celebratory pose after performing their senior 
theses.
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Vocal Overview
by Alyssa Wintz and Cheyenne Koth

 This year has been an eventful one for vocal, middle and high school 
alike. With the National Choir, All-State, and the fabulous Young Americans 
coming into town, the vocal department has been bustling with many genres of 
music. 
 The Middle school Vocal Department was busy as always. In October, the 
department headed to Anderson for the All-State Choir, an intense experience 
that thirty-eight of our students got to enjoy. Then, twenty-eight Middle School 
students joined the high school in National Choir auditions. These students, 
if they got in, would get the chance to go to, and perform with the Mormon 
Tabernacle in Salt Lake City, Utah. In total, 5,000 auditioned, and 800 were 
chosen. Approximately forty-two SOA students from grades six through twelve 
were able to attend, an astounding number on the national level. 
 After a remarkable orchestra concert in December, the middle school had 
the opportunity to work with the Young Americans, a traveling group of college 
students who specialize in musical theatre. Full of energy and professionalism, 
the YA’s stood as role models for the middle and high school students. For 
three days, vocalists received a break down in dancing, singing, acting, and self-
discipline in genres such as Broadway, Pop, and Jazz. 
 The high school began their year with a fall concert that consisted 
of every genre of music. The pieces ranged from Rocky Horror Picture Show 
selections to classical chants of the 1500s. The students, again, displayed the 
diversity of their talent. Soon after, it was All-State and National Choir audition 
time. Just like every year, the SOA vocal department flooded the All State choirs 
with students with a total of 58 high school students selected. Later in December, 
the Christmas concert with the orchestra came along, tackling classical pieces 
such as “This Little Babe” from Britten’s Ceremony of Carols to well known 
holiday tunes such as “Santa Claus is Coming to Town.” 
 In the spring, both middle and high school enjoyed a similar experience 
in the annual “Masterworks” concert. This concert was a collaboration with the 
high school symphony on a series of choruses. Selections from The Marriage 

of Figaro and Carmen were included. There was also an encore number from 
“O Fortuna” from Carl OrFF’s “Carmina Burana.” The middle school vocalists 
joined the high school for two numbers as well.
The Middle School Spring Concert featured classical works and a medley from 
Disney’s The Lion King. 
 However, the event that has been all the buzz around campus is the 
recent Senior Thesis. This year, SOA vocal had a myriad of musical theatre 
inclined students graduating and that certainly showed in the performance. 
From Aly Wintz’s rendition of “Defying Gravity” to Madison Bowman’s “On 
My Own,” the seniors had the opportunity to showcase their talent, and it went 
beautifully. 
 Another year is gone, but vocal continues to improve and shine with 
students from all backgrounds and musical tastes. 
 
 

High school All State vocal majors.

Fashion and Costume Design Overview
by Nikita Narodnitskiy

 If you were at the Fashion Show this year, then you don’t need me to tell you about how 
good the inaugural class of the Fashion Design major is at creating original and fashionable 
clothing. However SOA’s history with fashion goes back a little farther than that. Mrs. Nichols 
has been teaching Fashion as an elective class at SOA for over 13 years and though she is retiring 
this year, she is leaving the program in the good hands of Mrs. Baker, who has helped the class 
blossom into knowledgeable and creative designers. 
 Earlier this year, the major teamed up with some of Mount Pleasant Performing Arts 
Company’s dance members for a trip to New York City where they explored fashion in one of the 
industry’s leading cities in museums and even took a tour of a Broadway Costume Shop. 
 Back at SOA, they created the costumes for the 8th Grade Theater production of 

“Because Their Hearts Were 
Pure” and took trips to some local 
sites for learning and inspiration. 
They visited the Charleston 
Museum where they got to listen 
to a lecture about 19th century 
fashion followed by a showing 
where they saw pieces from that 
era first hand.  
 With a successful first year, 
the Costume and Fashion Design 
Major has everyone waiting to see 
what is to come as the program 
develops further. 

Fashion and Costume Design majors on their trip to New York City 
with Mrs. Nichols and Mrs. Miles.

Pennies for Patients 

fundraiser a success

SOA raised over $3,400 for 
Pennies for Patients, so Mr. 
Clark had a thrill getting his 

head shaved. Good job SOA!

Mr. Scapellato brings Mr. Clark over to the bald side.

Jakob Lazzaro
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Spring Sports Wrap-up
by Nick Scapellato

	 SOA	has	been	seen	a	busy	final	quarter	between	the	
ACT,	SAT,	and	PASS	tests,	as	well	as	AP’s	for	some	people,	
but	the	real	bulk	of	quite	a	few	students’	workloads	has	been	
on	the	field,	in	the	gym,	on	the	court,	and	in	the	pool.
	 Several	 of	 our	 Seniors	 --Brandon	 Holmes,	 Jarby	
Brown,	 Gabe	 French,	 Simeon	 Washington,	 Stuart	 James,	
and	Joe	Roddey--	formed	the	backbone	of	the	Ravens	Rugby	
team,	 while	 others	 such	 as	 Devin	 Donaldson	 balanced	 her	
academic	and	theater	work	with	her	responsibilities	as	a	key	
player	on	West	Ashley	High	School’s	soccer	team.
	 Ted	Anastapoulo,	John	Saddler,	and	Ben	Foster	also	
played	for	West	Ashley,	helping	to	lead	their	tennis	team	to	
victory.	Ben,	 the	 only	non-senior	 of	 the	 group	was	 pleased	
with	 “a	 great	 season”	 and	 says	 he	 “can’t	 wait	 until	 next	
season.”	Ted	rose	to	the	challenge	of	being	one	of	the	best	on	
the	team,	leading	WAHS	to	wins	in	several	tournaments.	In	
fact,	the	three	students	took	the	team	to	playoffs	and	won	the	
first	round	game.	
	 Meanwhile,	on	the	other	side	of	town,	Woods	Browder	
honed	and	displayed	his	tennis	skills	at	Wando	as	well	as	in	
several	United	States	Tennis	Academy	tournaments.	Woods	
has	 an	 11-7	 record	 according	 to	 the	USTA	website,	 putting	
him	 in	 the	 upper	 quarter	 of	 high	 school	 players	 in	 South	
Carolina.	
	 SOA	 students	 filled	 soccer	 fields	 across	 Charleston	
with	 sophomores	 Ariel	 Hills	 and	 Taylor	 Jarret	 playing	 for	
the	 varsity	 girls	 team	 at	West	 Ashley,	 while	 seniors	 Jaiera	
Roberts	and	Betina	North	played	for	the	varsity	girls	team	at	
Stall.	“It	was	weird	playing	against	girls	I	share	the	hallways	
with,	but	I	enjoyed	it	nonetheless,”	explained	Taylor.
	 In	addition,	Hernan	Peña	and	Alec	Johnson,	juniors,	
brought	SOA	strength	to	the	West	Ashley	varsity	boys	team.	
Hernan	 excelled	 as	 a	 central	 defender,	 while	 Alec	 prowled	
in	the	wings,	using	his	lethal	speed	and	play-to-play	instinct	
to	 hold	 off	 some	 of	 the	 league’s	 best	 attackers.	 On	 those	

same	West	Ashley	fields,	sophomores	David	Seim	and	Irvin	
Rodriguez	 led	 the	 junior	 varsity	 team	 to	 several	 wins	 as	
returning	players.	Irvin	took	over	as	a	captain	of	the	young	
team,	and	his	work	as	a	striker	was	a	key	component	to	the	
team’s	success.
	 Finally,	Senior	Douglas	Smith	was	a	standout	starting	
infielder	 on	 James	 Island’s	 varsity	 baseball	 team,	 which	
enjoyed	 post-season	 success	 after	 bringing	 their	 legendary	
coach,	Tom	Hatley,	his	500th	career	victory.	

David	Seim

Irvin	RodriguezWoods	Browder

Devin	Donaldson	(far	left)

The	West	Ashley	Girls’	Lacrosse	Team

Douglas Smith: Baseball 
Star
by Nick Scapellato

Nick	 Scapellato	 sat	 down	 with	 senior	 creative	
writer	Douglas	Smith	to	talk	a	little	about	America’s	
pastime.	 Douglas	 has	 been	 playing	 baseball	 since	
age	 four,	and	started	playing	for	James	Island	HS	
ten	years	later.	Playing	for	a	high	school	team	as	a	
freshman	is	no	small	feat,	but	Douglas	has	repped	
the	 #10	 jersey	 since	 9th	 grade,	 playing	 anywhere	
from	second	base	to	catcher	to	his	regular	position	
at	shortstop.	

Nick Scapellato: What	is	your	favorite	part	about	
playing baseball? 
Douglas Smith:	My	favorite	part	about	baseball	is	
my	team.	I	have	been	through	many	different	teams	
and	 all	 of	 which	 have	 lead	 to	 one	 thing,	 lasting	
friendships	 and	 glorious	 memories	 that	 I	 won’t	
soon	forget.
NS:	 Personal	 highlight	 of	 the	 season?	 Team	
highlight?
DS:	My	personal	highlight	of	the	season	was	scoring	

three	times	to	gain	my	coaches	500th	win.	A	team	
highlight	was	probably	beating	West	Ashley,	since	
they	had	gone	undefeated	their	entire	season	until	
we	played	them.
NS:	How	has	your	perspective	of	the	game	and	the	
team	changed	as	a	senior?	
DS:	My	perspective	has	changed	so	much	over	the	
years,	 mainly	 because	 I	 would	 become	 nervous,	
but	now	I	have	nothing	to	lose	as	a	senior	so	I	can	
play	 the	game	with	what	my	coaches	call	 “relaxed	
aggression”.
NS:	 If	 you	 could	 go	 back	 and	 change	 one	 thing	
about	your	season	what	would	it	be?	
DS:	 I	 wouldn’t	 change	 a	 single	 thing	 from	 our	
season.	 (Mainly	because	we	ended	up	winning	1st	
in	the	region).
NS:	Is	it	strange	to	play	multiple	positions?	
DS:	Personally	I	love	playing	more	than	one	position	
because	it	makes	you	much	sharper	defensively	 in	
all	aspects.	I	think	I	have	learned	most	of	my	skills	
from	playing	shortstop	and	catching.
NS:	What	were	 some	of	 the	biggest	 games	you’ve	
played? 
DS:	I	think	that	our	biggest	game	could	have	been	
any	of	our	three	initial	teams	Stratford,	Wando	and	

West	 Ashley.	 I	 think	 that	Wando	was	 our	 biggest	
rival	so	it’s	always	nice	to	be	able	to	come	out	on	top	
against	them.
NS:	Do	you	plan	to	pursue	a	future	in	baseball?
DS:	 I	 do	 plan	 to	 play	 for	 Winthrop	 University,	
however	 I’m	 thinking	 about	 catching	 instead	 of	
playing	shortstop	like	I	do	for	high	school.
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Visual Arts Overview
by Nick Scapellato and Camille Richmond 

 Looking back on a very busy year for our 
Visual Arts majors, it will not take long to realize the 
hard work paid off. The artists pulled in a whopping 

121 regional Scholastic 
awards, 52 of which were 
Gold Keys, six being 
Gold Key Portfolios. All 
gold keys are sent on to 
the national Scholastic 
judges, and one lucky 
student was selected for 
a national Gold Medal. 

 But it doesn’t stop there: 
the program had a 100% 
AP passing rate last 
year, the junior visual 
artists displayed work at 
the annual Sugar Shop 
Show, and Julia Dotson 
will be designing the new 
Gibbes Museum mascot. 
The middle school artists 
won second and third 

place at QUEST for their art. 
 As if that wasn’t enough, at our second 
annual Spring Showcase, the Visual Artists sold 
over 20 pieces in one night. They also put together 
several art shows throughout the year, sometimes 
even collaborating with other majors such as dance. 
The cover for the third Arts and Humanities book 
was also designed by Visual Artists. 
 At the end of this 
fantastic year, we will be 
giving our final farewells to a 
teacher who has been a large 
part of any Visual Artist’s life: 
Ms. Nichols. Clearly a master 
of ending on a high note, Ms. 
Nichols bleeds crimson and 
gold and has the heart of a 
Pegasus. She has embodied 
the SOA mentality for years 
now, encouraging students to 
pursue careers in their arts, 
opening eyes to new styles 
and ideas. Ms. Nichols is not 
just a teacher but family, and 
I know we will all miss her 
dearly.

Featured are a few of the pieces from the 

Visual Arts Senior Portfolios. 

SOA says farewell to its last 

original faculty member

By Dmitri Grigorieff

Ms. Mandy Wade started her SOA career as our first 
school secretary before becoming our Integrated 

Business Applications teacher. Her kind heart, 

refreshing sense of humor, and ability to connect with 

students and colleagues will be deeply missed. Thank 

you, Ms. Wade, for your teaching, your guidance, 

and your friendship!

D.G: What is your favorite SOA memory?

M.W: There are so many . . . maybe I will write a book 
about all of my experiences now that I have more time 
on my hands!   But, there are two that stand out.  One 
would have to be those first days when we were trying 
to put together offices and classrooms in a dilapidated 
building with old furniture and equipment.  Even 
though we were putting in 12 hour days, the excitement 
far outweighed the fatigue.  We were blazing a new trail 
– at least for Charleston County – and we had to show 
our adversaries that we were more than 
a “singing and dancing” school.  And of 
course, we have proven ourselves as one 
of the top schools in the county, state and 
even the nation.   
 My second memory is a personal 
one.   It is the first time I stood in front 
of a classroom.  I was fifty years old 
and teaching for the first time.  It was 
terrifying but exhilarating.  Teaching had 
always been my dream but teaching at 
SOA was more than I could ever imagine.  
D.G: What will you miss most about 

SOA?

M.W: I will miss the students:   their talent, their 
enthusiasm, their uniqueness.  I will miss my friends:  
their support, their wisdom, their loyalty.  I will miss 
that daily connection with some of the best people I 
have ever known.
D.G: What won’t you miss about SOA?

M.W: I will miss everything about SOA.  What I 
won’t miss is trying to get out of the parking lot in the 
afternoons, cheap toilet paper in the faculty restrooms, 
meetings and unnecessarily blocked internet sites.
D.G: When, and under what circumstances did 

you first come to SOA?
M.W: That is a really funny story that I have shared 
many times so I apologize to those who have heard it 
before.  The first principal of SOA was using office space 
at an elementary school where I was working at the 
time.  She sent her secretary to ask me if I would meet 
her to discuss a position at this new art school they 
were creating.  It had to be a God thing, because I was 
perfectly happy at my current school.  When I arrived 
for my interview, the building looked condemned.  It 
was a former tech school that had not been used for 
years.  Then I saw it . . . this mammoth white Cadillac 
with a distinguished woman hissing “pssstt” . . . calling 

out my name . . . luring me to the vehicle 
with her elongated finger.    Everything 
my mother taught me about not getting 
into a car with a stranger left me as I 
approached and entered the great white 
vehicle.  She introduced herself as Rose 
Maree Myers, principal and founder 
of the newly created School of the Arts.  
Within five minutes, she had enlightened 
me about the philosophy of the school, 
given me the details of the job and 
offered me the position.  Mrs. Myers had 
a charisma and charm that was quite 
persuasive.  She had me at “Pssst!”
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SOA sixth grader’s short story chosen best in the nation

by Dmitri Grigorieff

 Sixth grade creative writer Logan Baker won the National Award of Excellence in the PTSA Reflections contest 
for her short story “Our Forest,” which was chosen as the best of 300,000 middle school submissions this spring. 
 The Reflections prompt is generally kept deliberately vague, and this year was no exception, with the fragment 
“the world would be a better place if…” being the only lead young artists and writers were given. Logan’s story, which 
she describes as “conservationist,” took off through the ranks of the competition, tearing its way from school, district, 
and state, before winning at the national level.
  Logan was honored in May at the Charleston County School Board meeting, and she will attend an official 
award ceremony in Charlotte in mid-June. 
 According to Logan, her story is “based on the development around my house in West Ashley.” She explains, “I 
see deer and other animals walking around with no place to go. It really hits home.”
 “That’s how the story evolved,” she says. “I really like everything about nature, and I don’t like seeing it dissolve into 
houses and roads, and everything that follows that.”
 Logan’s incredible talent is equaled by her modesty, as she attributes much of her success to others. “Thank you 
to my family and to the creative writing program here. I love SOA. It’s an amazing school. It’s a different school, which 
I think will help me a lot in everything I do.” 
 On behalf of SOA, Applause congratulates Logan on this fantastic achievement and is grateful to print her 
winning entry below.

6th grade Creative Writer Logan Baker 
was chosen out of 300,000 middle school 

contestants as the best  fiction writer.Our Forest

 Every Saturday afternoon, just as the sun 
is rising over the dark treeline behind my house, I 
ride on my bicycle through my neighborhood, along 
the towering forest. It started as a tradition with 
my Dad. Every Saturday, only postponed if thunder 
was crashing above our heads, we would ride to the 
forest, and then be back in time for breakfast.  He was 
always up first, I knew by the way the smell of coffee 
would thread up the stairs from our kitchen to my 
room. I would wake from my deep sleep, disoriented 
and then excited that it was Saturday. I rolled out of 
bed and trudged down the stairs to the kitchen, the 
smell of coffee thickening in the air all the way.  Dad 
was always there, waiting for me, already dressed, 
a cup of dark, creamy coffee in his hand.  He would 
tease and call me Sleepy Head before telling me to 
dress warmly or to bring a sweater.  
 Soon after, we would shut the door softly, 
as to not wake Mom and my little brother sleeping 
upstairs. Our garage smelled like gasoline and 
freshly cut grass. The garage door creaked as we 
pulled our bikes into the cool, crisp, morning air. We 
rode slow at first, but then gathered speed, racing 
along the street, the pastel-colored houses with neat, 
prim grass yards and grids of tidy flowerbeds. Ever 
so slowly, the landscape changed, even the air. The 
neat yards turned into sprawling brambles and wild 
rose bushes. Dark pine trees scraped against the 
dawn sky. Morning glory vines twined around every 
available surface, lavender and magenta blooms 
dotted among the thick, twisted vines. When we 
got to the edge of the wild, he would look up at the 
untamed forest. The trees growing thickly together, 
vines interlacing, underbrush bristling, and he 
would say “This is how it should be.” Then, silently, 
without a word, we would pedal back home, just as 
dawn was breaking in the sky. That’s the way it was 
for so long.
 This morning, when I woke up, the smell of 

coffee wasn’t floating in the air. It hasn’t woken me in 
a while, for weeks, in fact. Not since Dad had to start 
working on Saturdays. When his company started 
layoffs, he was one of the first to go. Until he gets a 
stable job, he’s stuck as a waiter at a restaurant not 
far from our house. He hates it, diners are snippy all 
day and he says he doesn’t get paid enough to come 
home tired every day of the week. I hope he can get 
a new job as soon as possible, one that he actually 
likes. I miss our morning rides, but still, I’m glad 
that my parents decided I was old enough to ride 
my bike by myself last year, I hate falling out of a 
routine.
 I had to wrench my bike free of the mess of 
bicycles, scooters, and lawn chairs that were leaning 
against the drywall in the garage. My bicycle is sky 
blue with dents and scratches marring the shining 
paint. Most of the tread has worn off of the wheels 
and the entire bike is splattered in dry mud from 
my last ride. When I walked outside, the only sound 
was my sneakers crunching against the gravel in our 
driveway and a lone mocking bird singing at the top 
of the bare tree in my front yard.  
 “This is much colder than I thought it would 
be.” I muttered as a shiver rattled my frame.  The 
cold wind blowing into my face wasn’t helping either. 
Instead, I focused on the colors of the houses on 
either side of the street. Lime green, daffodil yellow, 
cotton candy pink mixed in with dove, chocolate, and 
gray. What really bothered me was that every house 
had exactly the same layout: Tiny front porch with 
exactly four steps, two glass windows symmetrical 
under a peaked roof. Most had fenced backyards, 
where no doubt the grass was as well manicured as 
rest of the yard. My house was exactly the same. I 
wasn’t paying attention to where I was going; my feet 
knew the route well enough. “Why does everything 
have to be the same?” I mumbled aloud. “Why do I 
talk to myself?”

 I was so caught up in my thoughts that I 
didn’t notice the street becoming narrower, or the 
shadows of the trees on the side of the road becoming 
longer and darker, tell-tale signs that I was entering 
the forest. I didn’t notice that the air was becoming 
fresh with the scent of pine or that the street was 
ending. In fact, I didn’t notice until I was off of the 
road and pitching over my handlebars.
 I landed inches from a gnarled trunk, the 
front tire of my bike stuck in a hole that had been 
covered by pine straw. The back tire was suspended 
in the air, still spinning.
 I was a mess, dried bits of leaves and clods 
of dirt clung to my jacket and jeans. My hands were 
raw and scraped, but other than that, I wasn’t hurt. 
I wriggled my shoulders and the rock that had been 
digging into the small of my back shifted.  
 “Awesome.” My sarcasm echoed through 
the trees. I carefully dusted off my jeans and stood 
up. I reached out to stop the gradually slowing 
spinning of the tire on my bike. It didn’t look as bad 
as I thought it was, after I pulled it out of the hole 
and dusted it off, the bike looked good enough to 
ride home.  
 For the first time, I paused to take a look 
around. This place was well… beautiful. I had been 
here for a while now, the sun was already streaming 
through the canopy of pine needles above my head. 
Rays of light shimmered in the air, spotlighting the 
forest floor. In the soft light, the entire forest seemed 
to glow. The trunks of the trees towering over my 
head were the color of warm cocoa, veined with 
amber. The ground was a carpet of golden needles 
that had fallen from the trees above my head. The 
vines sprawled everywhere were brown, with no 
blooms in sight, but nothing could have made this 
scene any better. Birds I had never heard before 
serenaded in the distance, and squirrels scampered 
noisily from tree to tree. Continued on following page.
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A Starry Night to Remember
by Savanna Osborne 

 DJed by Dmitri Grigorieff and Nikita Narodnitskiy (and guest 
DJ Will Dodge), this year’s prom has left some big shoes to fill for the 
future. Loud music and bright lights exploded at Charlestowne Landing, 
and everyone danced their hearts out, finishing up the year exhausted 
but satisfied. 
 A Starry Night background was offered for those who wanted 
professional prom pictures as well as a photo booth with multiple 
props so that all attendees could pocket the memories made with their 
friends and dates. A row of glass doors separated the main room from 
the porch, dividing the party area and the room where food and tables 
waited for tired guests. Outside of the porch, a dark lawn with steps and 
several benches offered a quick break from the hustle inside. Couples 
and friends chatted as the night fell and the stars appeared overhead. 
 At the end of the night, SOA seniors chose their gift from a 
variety of beautifully handcrafted cups made by the pottery class. Each 
one was unique in shape, color, and size but every piece had the SOA 
emblem on the front. I saw it as symbolic for the students here at SOA, 
diverse and unique, yet all going out into the world from one place. 
 2015 Prom was a night that I won’t forget, and I thank everyone 
who put effort into making it the best it could be.

“Our Forest” cont. 

 Fresh evergreen mingled with earthy air, to 
me the smell of heaven.
 This was like a dream. Had the woods 
always been as beautiful as they were today? Surely 
I would have noticed if they had. Then I realized 
that this is what Dad had seen every Saturday. 
 Beep. Beep.
 The watch on my wrist beeped again, and 
again. The spell broken, I looked at my watch.  I 
must have changed a setting when I fell, because, 
according to the watch, a timer I had unknowingly 
set had gone off. I pressed a button on the side and 
ended the timer. The time on the watch said 8:03. I 
was late, really late, Mom would be worried if I was 
gone for too much longer.
 Reluctantly, I turned and walked over to 
my bike, turned it around, and pedaled back home, 
absorbed in thought. That place in the woods at 
the end of our neighborhood was mine, mine and 
possibly my Dad’s. Then it struck me, no one goes 
back there, no one ever goes back there. Was there a 
way I could show people what I had seen? What if…  
 From then on, I went to the forest almost 
every day, sometimes bringing my camera along. 
Once, on a weekend trip, it started to drizzle. I didn’t 
want to ride home in the rain, so I stayed in the 
woods until the rain stopped. It was very peaceful, 
sitting there on a smooth, gray rock, watching the 
drops of water slide down the leaves, gray light 
bathing the forest, listening to the gentle drip of 
water falling to the ground. Snap! I took pictures of 
the water sliding down the leaves. 
 When the spring came, I ventured further 
into the depths of the woods. To me it was never-

ending. One day, I came upon a tiny stream. Olive 
green moss grew on the rocks lining the creek. Dainty 
ferns sprung from the cracks in the plain gray stone. 
Plain until I looked closer.  They weren’t gray. Some 
rocks were cream, with red veins and brown specks. 
Others were dark brown, almost black, with flecks 
of silver and gold. Spider webs were bowed with 
dew, like pearly beads on a necklace. A reedy chorus 
of frogs, hiding among the thick foliage serenaded 
me. Snap! I took pictures of the ferns, the webs, the 
moss, even the rocks.
 The next time I went to the stream, a doe 
and a fawn were drinking there, lapping up the 
crisp, clear water. Their necks still outstretched 
from drinking, they stared at me with their soulful 
brown eyes before leaping away into the shadows of 
the woods. Snap! I took a picture of the retreating 
deer.
 There were many days like this, maybe it 
was just too good to be true. I hadn’t been to the 
woods in a week, my family had gone out of state to 
visit my grandmother. I couldn’t wait to get back to 
the woods.  
 I knew something was wrong the moment 
I leaned my bike against one of the trees. The air 
was still, there was no sound of birds or frogs, no 
scrambling squirrels. Then I saw it. A florescent 
orange tag fluttering on a nearby tree. I looked 
around. Almost every tree for as far into the 
shadowy woods as I could see had an ugly tag tied 
around its base. Some even had stripes of red spray 
paint covering their bark. To me it looked like blood. 
I couldn’t look anymore. I turned away and biked 
back to my house as fast as I could go.
 More perfect houses. My beautiful forest 
was being destroyed so that more perfect houses 

could be built. My little stream would be paved 
over, my rocks would be chipped into gravel, my 
deer would run away and never come back. The 
newspaper that came out Sunday said that the city 
considered this “renovation” an exciting project. 
A forest must have been cut down for my house 
to be built. That must have been some other girl’s 
beautiful forest. The idea made me sick.  
 I figured that I couldn’t just stand by while 
men in bright yellow vests massacred my little bit of 
Heaven on Earth. So I printed out all of the pictures 
I took of the woods and put them in an envelope 
along with a letter. I poured my entire heart into 
this one letter. I told of everything I had seen in 
the woods, the way it made me feel. Then I put the 
sealed envelope in the mail, addressed to the same 
newspaper that had printed the story about the 
“exciting renovation.”  I hoped that my plan worked, 
I wanted the letter to be printed so that other people 
would know about my forest. Maybe if they knew 
how special this forest was, they would want to save 
it.
 Today, my letter was printed in the 
newspaper under the title “Girl Rallies to Save 
Forest.” I suppose it was rallying. They even printed 
a few of the pictures I took. Now I know the word is 
out, and when I went into the woods today, I noticed 
a few cars parked at the edge of the trees, and a few 
bicycles propped up against bushes and pines. I 
know that there are others who want to help me save 
this forest, others that want to help me make this 
world a better place, for now and for generations to 
come. To start, we can all go enjoy our forest.

Juniors and seniors posing for prom pictures in Hampton Park.
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Inaugural poet Richard Blanco talks with 

SOA students

Poet Richard Blanco 

and SOA senior 

Sabrina Sanchez 

discuss their shared 

Cuban heritage 

during Blanco’s visit 

to SOA in late April. 

Blanco was chosen 

by President Barack 

Obama to read his 

poem “One Today” at 

the 2013 Presidential 

Inauguration. 

The poet visited 

classrooms during 

the day and offered 

a reading of his work 

in the evening.

Class of 2015 College Map
Below is a map compiled by Jakob Lazzaro of all the schools seniors will be heading off to in the fall. Way to go seniors!

Proudly Supporting 
the Arts for 

Over 17 Years

WE’RE HERE
FOR THE

APPLAUSE

www.CharlestonCityPaper.com
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Ted Anastopoulo Maddy Parnall

“Set your life on fire.  
Seek those who fan your 

flames.” 
-Rumi

Rock on, Maddy 
Love, your adoring 

family.
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Abigail Floyd 

Susan Llloyd Photography

Abigail, you are our funny, bright 
songbird;

our laughter-loving foodie;
our intelligent, impatient at times, 

Blessing;
our ambitious, driven leader and a 

wonderful young woman whom we love 
and are extremely proud of.

Love, Mom and Dad     

June 2015

Megan Strange

Congratulations, you did it!  Be proud 
of your accomplishments, we are! Work 

hard and make great memories. You have 
been a survivor from the beginning and 

you have the strength to accomplish 
anything you want.  Can’t wait to see 

what comes next!
Love, Mom, Dad and Michael

Congratulations to Applause editors Suzanne 
Jackson, Graham Crolley, and Taylor Dahl from 
junior Staff Members Jakob Lazzaro and Nick 

Scapelleto and Adivsor Dr. John Cusatis!
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Taylor Dahl

Taylor,

Now that you’ve graduated, follow your 
heart and embrace your dreams. Take 
chances. Fight for what you believe in.  

Speak out. Try. Fail. Try again. And know 
you will always have my fullest support.  
I couldn’t be more proud to call you my 

best friend. The Rory to my Lorelai.
Mom

Luke Deavor

Congratulations, Luke! Best wishes from 
Mom, Dad, Grace, Trixie, Grandmama, 

Granddaddy, Lucy, and Susan

Tevin Deas

Congratulations, Tevin! You’ve made us 
so proud!! We love you!!

Love, Dad, Mom and Shane
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Devon Nalley

CONGRATULATIONS!

You’re such a blessing to us! 

We look forward to seeing where your 

dreams will take you!

All Our Love, Mom, Dad & Collin

Tradd Zanin

Congratulations to               

Tradd Zanin and 

everyone in the SOA Class of 

2015!

Sean Fitzgibbon

Sean, We are proud of your           

achievements. We are confident that you 
will have a bright and successful future.   

Congratulations!

Mum and Dad

Tradd,
We love you so much and  
we are so proud of you. It 
seems like only yesterday 
we were dropping you off 
for your first day of school, 
watching you play in your 
first soccer match, and 
enjoying your first piano 
recital.
We are truly grateful for 
your incredible talents, your 
fun sense of humor, your 
creativity, your intellingence, 
and your compassionate 
spirit.
Congratulations to you and 
all your wonderful friends in 
the Class of 2015!
Love, 
Mom and Dad
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Hannah Demos

Hannah,

We are so proud 

of what a 

beautiful and 

special person 

you have grown 

up to be! We love 

you so much!

Mom, Dad, and 

Sarah Cate

Sabrina Sanchez

Sabrina,

You are a 

beautiful, 

confident, and 
exceptional 

individual!

We are so very 

proud of you!

Love,

Mom, Dad, and 

Sebastian

Lexi Levin Jane Hilton

May your future 

be as wonderful 

as you are. Re-

member, " Shoot 

for the Moon!  

Even if you 

miss...you'll land 

among the stars."

Mom/Dad

Congratulations, 
Honey!!!

We couldn’t be more 
proud of all your 

achievements!
Your hard work and 
determination will 

serve you well into the 
future.

We love you so much!
Mom, Dad, and Lucy
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Mattie Smith

Congratulations, Mattie!  We are so proud of you!  Ever since your Granddaddy 
declared you a "Brain" at 3 months old, we knew you were destined for greatness!

Sarah Anne McCord

“You have brains in your head.  You have 
feet in your shoes.  You can steer yourself 

any direction you choose” - Dr Seuss.
Congratulations, Sarah Anne!  We cannot 

wait to see the direction your brain and 
feet will move you!

Love, Mom and Dad.

Morgan Holt

Morgan:
I can’t begin to tell 
you how proud I 

am! You are 
beautiful inside 
and out. I can’t 

believe this day is 
already here, but 
I am looking for-
ward to what you 
will accomplish in 
the future!  I love 

you more than 
words can say.  

xoxo  Love, Mom
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We are so VERY proud and excited for you, Madison 
Caroline Bowman!  Congratulations on a fantastic high 

school career.  Your love of learning is evidence that many 
of your teachers were successful in “lighting a fire” and not 

just “filling a bucket.” More than just learning the basics and 
making the grade, you have a passion for experiences.  Mad-
ison, you are a blessing to many!  You have shown us what it 
looks like to love unconditionally.  Now you are off to see the 
world!  Shine His light, sweet girl.  We love you all the way to 

the moon and back.  Love, Mama and Daddy

Alyssa Jane Wintz

From big sister to the Cat in the Hat, from 
real life to the stage, YOU are amazing! We 
are so proud of you, Aly. Reach for the stars 
and dream big. Anything’s possible... believe 

in yourself. Love, 
Mom, Joey, and Stevie

CeCe Fish

Congratulations, 
CeCe! You've 

accomplished great 
things at SOA! We're 

confident the next 
chapter will be even 

more amazing! We're 
so proud of you! 

Love, 
Mom, Dad, Ren & Ele

Madison Bowman
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Raven White

I remember my 

parents driving me 

to school and taking 

the school bus on my 

own, but now I am a 

high school graduate 

and want to thank 

GOD and those who 

helped along the way. 

My parents I LOVE 

YOU and I hope to 

make you PROUD!

-Raven Simone White

Madison Hall

We are so proud 

of you, Madi! 

You can 

accomplish 

anything you 

put your mind 

to. 

Congratulations. 

We love you. 

Mom & Dad

Michaela Ruth Buttel

Michaela (AKA “Baby Ruth, AKA 

"Mickie"),  you have grown into 

such a wonderful young lady! 

We all wish you love and support 

on life’s journey! Congratulations!

Love Ashlee, Ryan, Reece, Dylan, 

Jennifer, Ed, Eli, Cason, Buddy, 

Ivy, Shelby, Aunt Penny, Uncle 

Bud, Debbie, Granddad, Evelyn, 

Uncle Larry, Anne, & Mom
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Anna Woodward
Anna-

Time flies and we have 
loved every minute with 
you!  We are so proud of 

you!  Love, 
Mom, Dad, and Julia

“You don’t need a 
weatherman to know 
which way the wind 
blows.” -Bob Dylan

Antonyo Pinckney

We are extremely proud of you. Follow your 
dreams and reach new heights. May God 

bless and direct your path. You are an 
awesome son!

Maddy Seabrook

Maddy-Lou, 
Stretch your 

wings and enjoy 
your journey! 
We love you 

super, big 
bunches!

Love, 
D,M,C,E,P
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Emilie LaPlante

Our sweet Emilie, we are so proud of you. 

Make the most of your next life’s journey 

to Clemson University. 

Love Mom, Dad and Alex. 

“The vision to see, 

the faith to believe, 

and the will to do 

will take you any-

where you want to 

go.” Julia we are 

all so very proud of 

you and all of your 

accomplishments.

Julia Brisbane Zoe Abedon

Congratulations to one of 
my favorite cousins!

Julia M. Brisbane

What a joy to see you grow up and become the beautiful 

young lady that you are today...

With my help of course :D 

Long live the “Duck Swag” (Shhhh)!

Remember, CLEMSON bound, but what you decide to do in 

life is just like the stars in the sky, unlimited...

Wishing you all the best with your future 

endeavors, Julander.
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 Matthew Stephen Boyle

\

As time goes by, we begin to learn what matters. 
Years don’t matter. Differences don’t matter. 

Love matters. Faith, Family, Friends.
Use your gifts to make the world a better place. 

We Love You
Mom, Dad, Mark & Casey

Jeremiah 29:11

Gabriel French

GABRIEL “GABE”  FRENCH
We are so PROUD of YOU!

CONTINUE to follow YOUR 
path! ALL our LOVE,

Mom & Dad, Rich & Jenn, 
Lauren & Alaina, Pop & Joyce

Destiny Meadows

Congratulations, Destiny!
Love, Mom & Dad

THANK YOU Creative Writing Teachers & 
CONGRATULATIONS Gifted Graduates 

SOA Class of 2015!
You have brains in your head.
You have feet in your shoes.
You can steer yourself any direction 
you choose.
So...
be your name Buxbaum or Bixby or Bay
or Moredecai Ali Van Allen O’Shea, 
You’re off to great places!
Today is your day!
Your mountain is waiting.
So... get on your way!”
 - Dr. Seuss

“Ditto...”
 -The Abedons
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“thnks fr 
th mmrs”
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Senior eSSayS
Kelsey Costa

 I like to remind people that humans came up with the 

idea of perfection, yet humans are flawed, and, therefore, the 
idea of perfection is flawed and does not exist anywhere in our 
society. Acceptance is one of the most important necessities 

in our world because people are so diverse and the pressure 

of the “obligation” to conform to everybody’s expectations is 
oftentimes too much. 

 Throughout my high school years I have felt these 

pressures, as have many other children and young adults, and it 

has caused us to develop a very skewed view of life. I have been 

struggling with severe anxiety and depression for several years 
now, and one of the things that I have learned through this is that nobody on this earth 

is irrelevant, no matter their financial situation, background, skin color, mental state, 
sexual orientation, gender, etc. So many people consider uniqueness a negative concept, 
which is why many of us feel this inclination to be like those around us. But in reality, it 

makes us all beautiful in our own way. There is no set standard for beauty, no matter what 

the media tries to tell and sell us. Uniqueness is nothing to be ashamed of. Self-love is one 
of the most important things we can have, and it is not arrogant or selfish or immodest, 
as so many of our parents want us to think. 

 Complete equality among all people is something we are still trying to obtain, but 
that can only come when we learn to accept others as well as ourselves. The faculty and 

students at SOA have opened my eyes to this and have given me the means to spread the 
idea of acceptance, kindness, and equal rights. These past few years have been difficult, 
but I have had the help of friends and teachers who have encouraged me to continue 

searching for my inner and outer beauty. Honestly, I haven’t found it yet, but if it weren’t 

for incredible friends like Anna Woodward or Savannah York, I probably wouldn’t 

be at this school right now. 

 SOA has such great students that embrace their uniqueness and are willing to 
help others, and so many of them are adamant about fighting for equality and acceptance 
of all people. I’m honored to be graduating from this school, and I hope with all my heart 

that everyone will continue to face whatever challenges emerge. If you are reading this, 

I want you to know that there is always hope, even if you do not believe that right now. 

Please keep fighting and know that your beauty and importance exists no matter your 
opinions of yourself. Never be ashamed of your feelings, for they are valid. You are a 

person, just like all other people, and you deserve all of the respect and satisfaction the 

world has to offer. 

Brandon Holmes

 I’d like to start off this essay by giving a shout out to 

the Class of 2015. Though I probably won’t see the majority of 

you ever again, I wish you all the best in whatever endeavors you 

choose to pursue. 

 Reflecting on my seven years at SOA, I think about 
the classmates and teachers I’ll miss. I think about the great 

memories that will stay with me for years to come, and, most 

of all, I think about what I’ll miss the most: the Ravens Rugby 

team. 

Though it’s not school sponsored or affiliated, I would not have 
begun playing rugby if it was not for the School of the Arts. 
Thanks to SOA and 2014 graduate Josh Marsh, I discovered the great sport of rugby my 

freshman year and eventually fell in love with everything from the game to the culture to 

the environment. At first, I was ignorant to it all, but during my sophomore year I began 
to immerse myself in every aspect and developed my enthusiasm even further my junior 

year. 

 I’ve created lifelong bonds with individuals that I might not have ever interacted 

with had it not been for rugby, and I’m thankful for them all. Though I may not stay in 

direct contact with everyone they will forever be my brothers on and off of the field. To 
all the Ravens reading this: Love you, boys. I wouldn’t have picked any other team to be a 

part of, win or lose. #RavensNation till the end.

 Sidenote: Shouts out to all the Lady Ravens out there doing it big.

Madison Bowman

 In 2025, I will be awakened each morning by the 

curious sunlight that peeks in through  the floor-to-ceiling 
windows that line my studio apartment. By the tangible golden 

light, the smell of brewing tea, and freshly made bread. Maybe 

the sound of my husband’s shuffling feet and his distinct laugh 
echoing from wall to art-laden wall will fill the whole home with 
an irresistibly warm cadence. I graduated high school exactly 
ten years ago today. I am twenty-eight. College and grades and 
fear of the future all so far behind me. I have completed my 

PhD in clinical psychology only two months ago and the reality 

has not yet hit me. My days are spent both in filling up on life 
and pouring it out to those who need it the most. My bare feet hit the oak floor and 
instantaneously my whole being prepares for this new day, this new adventure, this new 

chance to love living.     

Jackie Berry
 In 2025, I plan to continue working at the Lawrence Livermore National Labs 

over the summer, and during the school year continuing my education at Howard 

University. My tuition for my masters will be completely paid for by Livermore labs, 

and the grants and the scholarship money I will receive from the cyber security pipeline, 

which I have been involved in since my junior year of high school, will help achieve my 

goal of becoming debt free. After I graduate from Howard, I will apply for a job at the 

Department of Energy, and then I will be able to afford a house in Howard County, 

Baltimore, Maryland.         

Graham Crolley

 There should be nothing here I don’t remember… is 

what one poet said, which makes me think that too, driving over 

barebacks of roads I’ve known for 15 years, drinking coffee now 

the way I watched my father drink coffee when I was young, 

realizing in some strange universe fiasco, my spine stretched 
up like a flagpole and my chest barreled out, and I’m a serious-
eyed lighthouse circling my lights around at children running 

to class, trying to figure how I grew out of that lapping water. 
There should be nothing here I don’t remember… nervous smell 

of auditorium carpet, tubas like deity laughs and trumpets like 

sonar blips, binders flaking apart at the corners, CroGra2072, 
William Carlos Williams and Robert Frost, hissing test tubes, writing on writing upon 

writing on writing, big sound of rain from inside the classroom where everyone grew 

hushed and turned their faces to the windows and listened to the noise open up on the 

roof, like it was the top of one collective head, and we were listening to the water in our 

ears. 

 So it goes is what one writer said, which makes me think that too, knowing deep 

in my scared rabbit heart it is my turn now to step briskly and honored into the next 
idea of Real World, feeling Time rap her knuckles against my brow. So it goes- orange 
juice and donuts for Honor Roll, project on Melville, sonnet rhyme structure, replaced 

with gas money, schedule blues, grasping at discipline, but they are good memories, 

learning art and how to preserve it, understanding our significance as communicators of 
archetypes and knowing not even time can claim that beast that is curled proud in all our 

ribs.

 Don’t tell anybody anything. If you do, you start missing everybody is what 

one writer said, and I laugh, thinking about everyone I have loved over the years, how 

I stumbled in at 11, that-hair-kid, how those saints of writing teachers raised me like 
a fresh son, how this school gave me the opportunity to validate my dreams of novels 

made, of stories created, characters spun, and I laugh. Thank you Rene, Rutledge, 

Sean, Beth Webb, John, everybody. Tell everybody everything. There is nothing less 
than self you can lose.

SOA’s graduating seniors were asked to choose one of the 
following prompts to include as an essay in the final issue 
of Applause: reflect on the value of an SOA education, 
explain on what teacher has had the strongest impact on 
their time at SOA, where they would like to be in 2025, 
elaborate on their time spent at SOA, and reflect on 
anything they would do differently if they were once more 

entering SOA as a sixth grader. 
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Julia Brandon

 It’s been seven years since I made my first rounds of the 
halls at SOA.  I’ve spent my time in attention grabbing classrooms 
and classrooms meant for naps. I’ve had teachers that try their 
hardest to do nothing and teachers who do everything. The most 
important things I’ve learned over the years I’ve spent here were 
not taught by the people on the county payroll. 
 The ones that taught me the most are the numerous 
faces that walk among me in the halls five days a week. SOA holds 
every type of individual. This school is home to the attention 
seekers, animal lovers and haters, kids that hide behind the wall 
of hair that never leaves their face, the try-hards, burnouts, the 
boys who can actually play sports, the wannabe American Apparel models, the dance 
majors, the 9th grade clones, preppy preps, and the invisibles that may or may not show 
up. 
 Hundreds of teenage zombies taught me more bout life than fifty adults could 

ever teach me.

Lindsey Bryant

 During my seven years at SOA, I have learned several 
life lessons. I have learned the value of a good teacher and how 
to put up with the bad ones. It is not every day that you find a 
teacher who is both down to earth and extremely dedicated. 
However, SOA is lucky to have been blessed with a teacher that is 
all of those things and more, Mr. Alan Brehm. Not only is Mr. 
Brehm one of the smartest teachers I’ve encountered, he gives 
the best advice and always knows how to cheer anybody up, with 
his goofy nicknames and dry humor. 
 SOA is lucky to have a teacher as great as Mr. Brehm. 
Although we met for the first time this year in Econ, I feel like we 
have known each other for so much longer. I can honestly say that I have learned more 
life lessons in Mr. Brehm’s Econ and Government classes than I have in any of my other 
classes. Mr. Brehm brings so much to School of the Arts, and I am glad to have gotten to 
know him as well as I did over the past year.

Sierra Crossetti

 My journey here at SOA is coming to an end.  It’s time 
to pass the torch to the rising seniors. Here at SOA there have 
been ups and downs. Through all my years the most important 
thing I’ve learned is fake it till you make it. For me this applied 
most  in math class, especially when the teacher said show your 
work.  I learned a lot here at SOA. Some stuff I’ll use in the 
future; some I won’t (geometry). 
 If I had to pick a teacher that impacted my SOA 
experience the most, it would have to be Ms. Sarah Fitzgerald, 
my film teacher. Ms. Fitz’s class offered so much creative 
freedom, and that was awesome. 
 SOA was a great outlet to express my creativity not 
only through dance but through my mind as well. I have so many great memories at this 
school. My favorite would have to be when the seniors won the powder puff football game. 
This is my favorite memory because we won the game fair and square, and all the seniors 
really came together. I’m going to miss SOA.  I’m going to miss the people, the teachers, 
dance, and more. 

 It’s sad to go, but I’m really excited for college. Pittsburgh here I come!

Taylor Dahl 

 Attending SOA since 6th grade has changed my 
perspective on many things- including the school itself. I can say 
that I have not always taken advantage of this experience I have 
been given. I dreaded classes- specifically my major- and I didn’t 
try to connect with others. 
 At one point, I considered leaving, but, I must say, I am 
very happy I didn’t. I began to love my peers (some of them), my 
teachers, and writing. I came into my own skin, which is cliché, 
but there is no better way to describe it. I molted and found 
myself a newer and better person. I have become very aware of 
my blessings, most stemming from SOA. I am aware of the kids 
who love writing, or any art, but are unable to practice it every 
day and the teachers who devote their time to my education. 
 Despite over looking these things many times, they have always influenced 
me and have changed some aspect of my life. Without the Creative Writing teachers’ 
lessons- both about writing and aspects of life- I may still be hiding somewhere in my 
skin, trapped behind blank papers and empty words. The four of them have given me so 
much in such a little amount of time. 
Looking back, these past six years have truly gone by quickly. The Creative Writing 
Department is my family. The other seniors and I have grown up together.   We have 
been nurtured and prepared for what a life outside of SOA will be like. 
 Despite this preparation, I don’t think I’m quite ready to leave, knowing that a 
relationship like this is hard to come by.

Gabby Hilario 

 I think by 2025 every senior hopes they have a stable 
job, if not their dream job. I’m no different in the sense that I 
simply wish to make a living wage. 
 Professionally I want to become an animator for a 
French or Korean Studio. They seem to be the ones with the best 
up-and-coming artists.  Just take a look at Gwenn Germaine’s 
homage to Miyazaki in the short film Celles et Ceux des Cimes 
et Cieux and Rebecca Sugar’s Cartoon Network Series Steven 
Universe. I simply want to be able to illustrate or use my artistic 
talents in such a way that the poor, whether adults or children, 
may see a life-changing piece of my artwork and find some 
peace. 
 Also, I hope to do a ton of more gardening. Bees are important to me. I would 
also like to make my home look beautiful, even if it’s run-down: a simple existence 
through and through.
 To sum up, I would like for children and adults to find something relatable in 
my films, animations, photos, drawings, paintings, and sketches. To do this, I’m going 
to school for all of those studies and beginning at least three webcomics this summer in 
order to gain some recognition for myself and my younger collaborators. I wish to inspire 
people through media. It’s a powerful tool, and one that I hope to master in the very near 
future. 
 I think that’s all you can ask for, to change someone else’s life through something 
you’ve created.

Teresa Elj 

 As a senior who has been here only two years, it’s hard 
to reflect on a lot of these topics. My years at SOA have been filled 
with extreme stress, regret, kindness, laughter, joy, sadness, and 
fun. I have met some amazing students and teachers, and I have 
met some horrible students and teachers. However, I think the 
one defining feature of my time at SOA is growth. If you would 
have told me last year how much I was going to grow this year, 
I would have laughed in your face. Specifically, I remember a 
friend who told me, “Teresa, I know you think you know who 
you are, but you’ll be surprised to see how much you grow next 
year.” Now, if someone said that to you, you’d probably roll your 
eyes or ignore the person (maybe both). Unfortunately (and I 
really hate doing this), she was right. 
  For any underclassman who might find the time to read this, do the whole 
college research thing now. If you want to go into your art, you better know it and be able 
to commit. I think the biggest struggle, especially this year, was exactly that: I questioned 
myself and asked, “Do I really want to travel all over the country to audition for schools 
that may or may not accept me? AND if they don’t accept me, do I still pursue this 
farfetched dream?” From someone who has attended a regular public school, a charter 
school, a private school, and then SOA, I honestly think no school could have helped me 
answer these questions better.
 Anyone who attends SOA deals with the pressures of going to school where 
EVERYONE is talented. You look around and ask, “How can I compete with so and so for 
this role or solo or chair?” When deciding whether or not to pursue your art this question 
intensifies to include the whole world- “How can I compete with the whole country for 
this one school?” It’s like auditioning for SOA, except this time you’re paying, and it could 
be the determining factor in your future. 
 That’s why I’m glad I came to SOA for my last two years of high school. I have 
struggled so much with the idea of my own talent here, but, I also decided to believe in 
myself (as cheesy as it sounds). Think about it though. It’s a profound thing, though, to 
say you believe in yourself. The thing about SOA is that it challenges you to challenge 
things about yourself. If you’re an underclassman, I hope you realize the opportunity you 
have to struggle with yourself and grow to be the amazing person you were meant to be.  
We are all destined for greatness. We just have to realize it and accept it. 
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Gabe French 

 When I first received acceptance to the Charleston 
County School of the Arts, I was so excited I could barely speak. 
I couldn’t wait to start my major class and start truly learning. 
Middle school and high school are the most crucial parts of a 
person’s life because it is when they truly find themselves and 
learn things that they will use for the rest of their lives. I think 
that the School of the Arts gives a good outlook on education 
overall and each teacher is very different. Teachers are the ones 
that grade us and give us information, so the teacher has the 
biggest affect on our learning. We have a wide variety of opinions 
throughout the teachers at the school, and I think that is very important. I really like 
how SOA is based around a major because it gives us an advantage that not many other 
students at other schools have. It gives us a backdrop later in life because it is a talent that 
we will always have in our arsenal. Although we lack sports, we have the opportunity to 
play sports for our home schools, and I think that is awesome.

Tavaris Brooks

 If I could somehow manage to communicate with my sixth grade self, I would 
have lots of advice to give. 
 First off, I would warn myself that middle school would be nothing like elementary 
school in terms of responsibility and time management. Although you could get away with 
never studying basic multiplication or division and still ace the test back in elementary, it’s 
a different story when you’re solving for x or y in algebra class. 
 Next, I would recommend that my younger self keep his schoolwork more 
organized and be a lot more prepared for class, because it’ll keep him from earning a few 
zeros for not being able to find homework that was definitely completed, but impossible to 
locate within the chaos of his binder. As the conversation continued I would advise him to 
MAKE SURE not to waste away precious time in art class because he’ll regret it later down 
the line, and that coming up with idea after idea is useless unless you have the motivation 
to go through with those ideas as an artist. I would absolutely advise myself not to take 
such difficult classes senior year because you’re just going to want to relax and have fun 
that year, not to mention that senioritis is at its worst right around the time of all your 
finals and AP exams. 
 I think, above all else, I would remind myself of the amazing potential that I hold 
within, and that this potential will remain latent unless I gather up the strength to properly 
act upon it. I would notify myself that sometimes it may seem like certain teachers are 
being too hard on you, but in reality they’re just attempting to push you to the limits of 
your intellect and creativity, ultimately helping you reach your full potential and become 
all that you can become.

Lamar Hunter

 The value I’ve gotten since I stepped foot in SOA has 
been tremendous: more colleges in my pocket, and the dance 
opportunities I’ve been given. The education was pretty easy to 
get into, but it soon became an everyday thing. Most teachers 
are definitely there for you and your education, which is a great 
environment to be around.
 The Major environments could be better. I’m not 
being bias, but dance seems to be the one major that tries to get 
involved with other majors; the other major teachers couldn’t 
care less. Which I think is holding the school and their students 
back from their true potential. Even though I didn’t enter SOA in 
sixth grade like most, I would’ve loved to get to know my senior dance class a little better, 
so we could be closer. I don’t think I had much time to grow with them, same with my 
other senior class mates.
 Starting this school as a Junior Dance major was rough. Wasn’t the best year of 
my life at school, but the teachers I want to thank who helped me get through these last 
two years are Ms. Passarello, Ms. Ratigan, Ms. Cline, Ms. Zerbst, Mr. Taylor, 

Mr. Brehm, and Dr. Cusatis. You guys are my MVP’s. You guys helped me do great 
things in this school small and big. You all helped me out of my shell, molded me, and 
helped me grow as a artist and a student. You all helped me find talents, and  gave me 
opportunities I never thought I would get. You each individually brought something to the 
table that helped me pull through these two years here. So thank you. I’m might not seem 
to show it as much, but just know you’re very appreciated.
 In ten years I would like to be graduated from college, living and working in New 
York City, and also doing something spectacular with my dancing like, STOMP or Alvin 
and Ailey. I want to be traveling the world by now, getting new experiences, and views 
on the world. But it just takes dedication and applying myself, taking risks, and taking 
opportunities no matter how small they are. But I’m not going to limit myself by saying 
what I think might happen, because God has a plan for me, and I know he will give me ten 
times more then what I imagine.
 My years here at SOA, to be honest, I never thought I fit this lifestyle, and never 
thought I would fit in... and my junior year was that way. But I didn’t apply myself more, 
I always thought I was less of a person here, especially because of where I came from, 
moneywise and life-wise. But I felt this way, especially through dance with my class in 
general, I just felt no one liked me, and if I tried to be apart they would just separate me. 
Because they all have known each other since the six grade and bonded greatly over time 
and this new guys shows ups. I ignored them, and really didn’t want anything to do with 
them. 
They all can tell you as well, I never talked to them unless I was talked to. I never sat in the 
circle and I was just always in the back ground. The next year fast approached and I wasn’t 
really ready to see anyone including my dance class. But the first four to five months went 
by and I noticed I talked to them more, I laughed more than I usually do. They slowly grew 
on me and my heart. February slowly came I think my heart just fell for them. I never had 
that much fun on a road trip ever, with a group this big and I bonded with them so much 
on our New York Trip. They felt like my brother and sisters finally, and that was the best 
feeling in the world to me,  to where I would sacrifice my life for them. I shared with most 
of them how I felt on Instagram, with a photo of us in New York. This year has turned out 
to be one of my best years in high school.

Teonna Breland

 As I enter college I plan to start working on my future 
goals immediately. I will major in Fashion Merchandise, and I 
will take classes both inside and outside of school to help me 
become more successful in this field. 
 By my senior year in college, I will have already 
completed internships in New York and helped with multiple 
Fashion Weeks. Coming out of college --as promised by one 
of  my professors to whom I’ve already spoken-- I will go  into 
retail buying, earning between $60,000 and $100,000 a year.  
My main goal after college is to partake in multiple aspects of 
the fashion industry, so that I can become well rounded in this 
field. After refining my skills, I will have the experience and knowledge to start my own 
company.    
 Now that we’ve discussed my career, let’s talk about my personal life.  Before I get 
married to my one and only, I would love to live in a  two-story penthouse in Manhattan 
, where the interior will be designed by me or Megan Strange. I will have a cute teacup 
Yorky named Ohana. Brandon and I will take exotic trips, and experience incredible 
adventures. By the time I’m 27, I hope that this big headed boy puts a ring on it, and we 
have an amazing honeymoon, and take a year off to travel to the places we haven’t been to 
yet. During this year of travel I hope to be blessed with our first child . I really would like to 
try for a child while we’re in China so that I can tell our first child that he or she was “Made 
in China.” Haha. I know, I’m corny, but that’s okay. 
 Anyway, I think I’ve given you all a little preview of how I want my life to be. I 
hope to look back on this article and be able to check off my accomplishments in order, 
one by one. 

Rachel Windsor 

 At my home school I felt lost. I felt like just another face 
in a sea of faces. I had friends and I still cherish the friendship 
I shared with them, but I had to come here. I felt like I needed 
to be here. I was scared at first. I didn’t know what to expect, 
and after I got here I still thought I was just another face, but 
instead of a sea I was in a pond. That was until I got to know 
the crazy amazing friends that showed me that we’re all different 
and weird. They are also kind and accepting as I’ve never seen 
anywhere else. I’ve found myself here. I can’t imagine where I’d 
be or what path I’d be on if I were anywhere else. This sense 
of confidence is not only due to the friends I’ve made, but also 
the teachers I’ve had. Mr. Scapellato, who is no longer going 
to teach at this school anymore, taught me some of the most important and necessary 
information that I could learn. He’s been my teacher for both of the two years I’ve been at 
SOA. I know that I belong in law because of the information he taught me. Not only am 
I going to be prepared for the career that I have chosen as a result of his teachings, I will 
be ready for life and whatever difficult decisions that will be thrown at me. I will be able 
to make the moral choice now because I know how to reason through problems carefully. 
Thanks Mr. Scap!
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Luke Deavor 

 In 2025, I plan to be doing something associated with 
basketball. I intend to make this happen by either being a coach 
or by being involved in sports management. I am considering 
becoming a physical education teacher, which would also allow 
me to be a high school basketball coach.  I love being active, 
teaching kids about sports, and helping people as best I can. 
So teaching and coaching would be careers I would enjoy. 
Any career involving sports, particularly basketball, would be 
fulfilling to me, and I expect to be involved in such a career over 
the next ten years.

Morgan Holt

 Everyone wants a bright and successful future, but you 
can achieve that in multiple ways. The future terrifies me, but I 
have to jump in and be independent at some point! My future 
seems bright right now, and I hope it stays that way!
 I am currently planning on majoring in PR and 
minoring in graphic design, which may change, but that’s what I 
am interested in. In hopes that I make it through college, I will be 
a graduate from College of Charleston with both degrees. Having 
my own business would be ideal, and what I will be shooting 
for. My business name is undecided as of now but will probably 
be something clever that can relate to both a PR business and 
graphic design. For my business, I will have a PR team and graphic team that work on 
each part of the business in hopes of having a large client base. My dream place to live is 
London, but in the States it would be Charleston or Charlotte.
 In 2025, we will be 27 or 28 so I would hope to be married and have at least 
one child by then. I want three or four kids. Yes, I know that sounds like a lot, but I only 
have one brother and I am bored all the time. So I don’t want them to be bored like I 
was. Hopefully, my husband and I will have stable, good paying jobs to support all of our 
children. All my life I have lived in one-storey houses, so I will most definitely have a two-
storey house. My modern home will be designed by Megan Strange, who will have her 
degree in Interior Design. Megan and I will still be best friends, hanging out ALL the time. 
Our children will be the same ages, so they can grow up together. My family pets will be 
two dogs and a bunny, names undecided. All jokes aside, no matter how my life turns out, 
I will make the best of it and enjoy every second of it. 

Cameron Leopold

 The class that has had the strongest impact on me at 
SOA is Jazz Band. It’s sort of cliché to pick an art major as most 
influential at an art school, but my experience with that group 
has not just been that of a music class. It has been a team, as our 
directors have often reminded us, it has been a transformation 
for me as a musician and piqued my interest and abilities, and 
influenced me endlessly as a person. For me, the band has been 
a family. Mr. Kerr and Mr. Foberg have been there for me in 
countless ways, always there with the perfect advice to progress 
musically when I struggled, with emotional support when it was 
needed and the most nurturing environment to progress as a 
person throughout high school. I am eternally grateful for their support and everything 
that have given me and done for me. 
 The band itself has been the best environment for me, every year. I’ve experienced 
it change immensely. When I first joined, I was a terrified sophomore, certain it would be 
impossible to reach the level of the accomplished leaders of the band, obsessively listening 
to every note played, learning about feel and basics, confused about an entirely new and 
different genre. It got easier and I got better, and I’ve never gained so much satisfaction 
from other accomplishments because I learned to push myself in a completely new and 
different way, and I was so proud. Everyone learned and grew together, because playing 
together and listening across the band is essential and taught us all so much. We got 
better and the other musicians my age and I learned how to groove together, how to trade 
musical ideas and collaborate without having to speak.  And this year we have had the best 
band in the history of the jazz department. We’ve learned about the next level of music 
and talked about playing with emotion and love. The group has this environment that 
inspires and excites everyone involved, and everyone is ready to do whatever is needed 
to progress. As a group we play with the best feel and musicality I’ve had the privilege of 
experiencing. The bond we have within the group and the fun and loving dynamic always 
feels like home to me. 
 Out of all the things I will miss, I am going to be the most distraught over leaving 
the Jazz Band. I am filled with love for all of my peers in the group and will never lose the 
excitement I have for everything I have learned. 

Katy LeBarron

 Seven years is a long time to spend at a school. In that 
amount of time, you tend to learn a lot - both academically and 
socially. 
 When I first came to SOA in sixth grade, I was behind 
in my schoolwork. Starting at a new school is daunting on its 
own, but coming from a Catholic school to a public school just 
added to it.  I had never seen people act so friendly towards 
someone that they just met, practically strangers. In sixth grade, 
the teachers spent the entire year telling us to get to know our 
fellow classmates because for the next seven years, we would be 
“a family.” 
 That’s one thing I learned from SOA - how to make friends with people that 
you wouldn’t normally be friends with. But at SOA, we all had one thing in common. 
Everyone had their art. The emphasis that SOA places on the arts is something that I have 
never seen anywhere else. It’s taught me to not take it for granted. I’ve seen students at 
other schools hate where they are. As boring as it may have seemed at times, spending 
seven years with the same people, I still enjoyed going to my major because it was a whole 
class devoted to what I love doing.
 And the other students in every major, no matter that major’s stereotypes, are 
so completely different. I’ve finally learned to not judge people based upon their major, 
or any other characteristic, before getting to know them (thank you to Dr. Cusatis and 
To Kill A Mockingbird). Also, in high school especially, the teachers stop treating you like 
children and more like intelligent young adults, capable of making important decisions. I 
have to thank Mr. Kerr, Mr. Taylor, and Mr. Short for serving as both teachers and 
mentors to me.  Also, this year, I think I’ve learned more real world knowledge from Mr. 

Brehm in Econ/Gov than I have course material. Still, being treated like this has taught 
me that even though I haven’t graduated high school just yet, I am about to go out into 
the world as an adult. 
 Although the idea of it is terrifying, I think that I’m going to do just fine, because 
of my SOA education - not just what in learned in my classes, but what I learned about 
myself and others.

Sophie Kendrick

 I started at SOA when I was a wee 12 year old wearing 
denim capris, a halter top over a t-shirt, a tacky heart necklace, 
and my black and pink checkered shoulder bag. Now I am 
18 years old writing on my laptop, looking at my keys on the 
desk that belong to the car I drive, and thinking about college 
in Chicago in a few short months. A lot has occurred over the 
course of these seven years and clearly a lot has changed. 
 Through everything however, there is one thing that 
has remained constant-- my major. As the years have passed 
on and I’ve taken new classes from new teachers, moved from 
the old SOA to the new SOA, switched from the middle school 
to high school buildings, the only thing I’ve been able to keep coming back to are those 
90 minutes of theatre every day. Though it has certainly not always been enjoyable, and 
though we’ve lost some old faces and gained some new ones, the closeness and comfort I 
have felt with my theatre class has been unchanged since the 6th grade. 
 One of my favorite memories with the theatre class is when we took a trip to 
Aiken, South Carolina for the South Carolina Theatre Association conference. As one 
might imagine, a theatre convention in the middle-of-nowhere South Carolina could 
make for one of the worst weekends ever, but we were determined not to let that happen. 
On the last night of the convention there was a dance for all of the students, featuring a 
sub-par DJ and decorations. Instead of awkwardly bobbing up and down to the beat like 
the rest of the attendees, the SOA class of 2015 theatre class completely took control of 
the dance floor. Some highlights from the night included moshing to “Dark Horse” by 
Katy Perry, crowd surfing, initiating dance battles, giving each other bloody noses, and 
a stunt where we all fell on the ground at the same time. Those watching us reacted in 
many different ways. Some were aghast with horror mouthing, “Are they on drugs?” to 
their peers. Others responded well and joined in on the fun, despite their confusion. No 
matter how people reacted we made sure to give them a night they would never forget 
and created a very special memory for ourselves as well. 
  I’ve found that it’s nearly impossible to come to terms with the fact that my time 
as an SOA theatre major is coming to a final curtain. With everything that we have gone 
through together from middle school adjudications to senior thesis, it’s hard to imagine 
venturing on without them. I know we will all go on to do fantastic things and I am 
beyond thankful for the accomplishments and memories that I will be able to look back 
on for the rest of my life. 
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Joe Roddey
 I guess this is my last hurrah. Located in the middle 

of a rough part of North Charleston, School of the Arts creates 

a protective bubble around its students and staff and preserves 

a culture that, in a paradoxical way, remains ever present while 

evolving drastically through the years. This infamous culture 

simultaneously draws and repulses students from all across 

Charleston County. I would go into a cliché breakdown of every 

stereotype in the high school book, outlining this school as some 

sort of romantic Breakfast Club where the freaks and geeks 

and jocks and burnouts and prom queens and gangsters and 

whatever other category of student one could fall into all coexist 

in separate harmony, but that is not even close to the reality. Not even a little bit. 

 While it is true that we have students that fall almost perfectly into those 

categories so eloquently created by the 1980’s, more than 80% of our student body does 

not fit into a single area. This creates a culture of fluidity. Our students move seamlessly 
throughout all social scenes with ease. Our culture rests heavily on our mantra of 
tolerance. That is our culture. To take that away would strip away the very essence of 

what makes our school the hub for individuality that it strives to be. Without it, we would 

ultimately fail as an art school. With our ability to express ourselves uncompromised, we 

flourish in the freedom to shout our own individual war cry to whoever wants to hear. 
And for those that do not care to listen, we pay no mind. 

 We have our problems, but we persevere in solving them and set an example 

for the rival schools. Sure, we are tailored to the freaks, the burnouts, the not-so-cool 

kids; “bring us your misfits,” remains our school’s proud unspoken motto. But we do not 
exclude any walk of life. Our school is vilified for being too tolerant, but we like it that 
way. 

Lexi Levin
 If I were to re-enter SOA, I would start beefing up on 
my lack of math skills. This is the first thing I would do so that, 
by the time I reached high school, I would be able to double up 

one year on the subject and not have to deal with mathematics 

my senior year. 

 Also, I would start studying foreign language in middle 

school so that when I transitioned into high school it would be 

somewhat easier for me. Foreign language is not my thing! 

In terms of that same subject,  I would start foreign language 

classes immediately freshman and sophomore years so I would 

also be done with that and  wouldn’t have to worry about it 

junior or senior year. Taking an online course in the summer, like Health or one of the 

easier required ones, would be of benefit so that I would have one less credit to worry 
about.

 Speaking of credits, I would have really liked to take one other AP class to 

possibly help me with receiving a little college credit early on. Regarding my major, visual 

arts, I would most definitely create more pieces junior year and over the summer so I 
would have a better sense of security when thesis time rolled around. Mapping the Mind 

was a course I was super interested in, but because of my schedule and heavy load one 

year it just didn’t work for me. Other electives that I would highly recommend taking 
would be foreign policy and yoga, they were fantastic and I would love to take them again. 

Looking back, I would definitely reach out to each of my past  literature teachers and 
request help with writing in general and how to organize my thoughts in essays. 

 Another form of help I would get would be with timed testing. Testing, in 

general, is no cake walk for me, but timed tests are the worst kind. Out of the classroom 
I would have preferred to get my community service done earlier in the beginning of 

the year so it would have been out of the way.  I did this senior year and was finished 
by Thanksgiving, and that was terrific. Getting involved in a few more competitions in 
my major would have made me feel good. Lastly, I would get involved with clubs, and 

actually keep with them, even though they were sometimes disorganized.  

Delaney McLernon
 In 2025, I will be 28, turning 29 in September. It’s 

weird to think how far away 2025 is, but it’s not as far away as 

we all think; I’ve already been through 18 years of my life, and it 

doesn’t feel like that at all. 

 It’s kind of funny to say where I would want to be 

because it seems so soon, but I would hope to be married and 

have a couple of kids in ten years. I’ve always wanted to have 

kids, and have them early so that I could be young with them, 

instead of getting arthritis from pushing them on the swing too 

often. I’d be working a small job and leading worship at my 

church, if I don’t move, to provide for my family. If I do move, 

then I hope I’d live somewhere more North like New York, but not the city because I 

wouldn’t be able to afford anything up there. 

 At this point, I don’t mind where I am or what I’m doing. As long as I’m happy 

then I’m okay. It would be nice to have the 50’s idea of the American Dream: white picket 

fence, a husband, being a stay-at-home mom. It I get even half of that, then I think I’ll be 

okay in the end.

 To get where I’d like to be, job wise, I plan on interning at my church this 

summer until I get a job, and then applying for a part-time job somewhere else. That’ll 

get me enough money to move out of my parents’ house and into an apartment by myself 

or with someone else. Then I’ll just kind of let life take me wherever it wants. If I have kids 

at 22, then cool! If I start taking classes at a technical college and realize I was basically 

born to be an architect, then I’ll pursue that. If I fall in love and get married, but can’t 

afford to buy a real house until I’m 30, then that’s okay. Wherever I go, and whatever I 

do, I believe that I’ll be okay. 

Dallas Grant
 To be honest, I believe that I will be rich.  Prior to 2025, 

I will have started my own business setting up security systems 

around the country.  By 2025, I will be collecting checks in 

Malibu Beach.  I will donate money to charities because I want 

to give back.  I will also drop my mixtape that year.  It will be so 

fire that it burns the radio when it plays.  I’ll collect another 20 
million off that.  Also, I will try to play basketball in France.  I 

will also become a humanitarian.  After that success, I will try to 

have a wife and kids……Actually, no.  I will not have kids. 

Claudia Ludden
 By 2025 I will be in my second year of residency and 

preparing for board certifications so that I could start practicing 
medicine. I will have graduated from Clemson with a degree in 

pre-professional health sciences and from MUSC.  Hopefully, 

by the time I’m thirty I will be able to join the work force as 

an OBGYN so I can help deliver babies and help women 
become mothers. I plan to achieve this by studying hard, taking 

opportunities to intern at hospitals, and perhaps volunteering 

with the American Red Cross. 

 In addition to being studious, I hope to let loose and 

start my life goal of traveling somewhere new every year. I plan 

to start this summer (and continue every summer following this 

one) by traveling to Scotland and England. Maybe by 2025 I’ll even get to see my top 

ten places on my bucket list: Venice, Barcelona, Paris, Greece, Galapagos, South Africa, 
Yellow Stone, Zurich, Bora Bora… The list continues. I hope to live in Washington, D.C 

and New York City (which might actually get to happen this summer for a month) to get 

the experience of living in a big, bustling city. I think that’s an important, fun opportunity 

to take advantage of when you’re young. Even if I don’t get to complete all of this --because 

it’s pretty ambitious-- I’ll be happy with whatever I do, (even if the plan changes, since 

life doesn’t always go according to plan) and enjoy every minute of the memories I’ll be 

making in the decade to come.

Xavier Wright
 The teacher that has had the strongest impact on my 

life is Mr. Roger Taylor. I had him for AP Statistics my junior 

year and for Audio Engineering this year. 

While in AP Stats I developed a strong interest in the subject due 

to his engaging teaching style and our interesting conversations 

on the topics of applied and theoretical mathematics. These 

conversations have given me a lot of insight into the complex 

nature of statistics. I’ve learned a great deal from him, and it has 

helped me get to where I am today.  

 Mr. Taylor has helped me find a passion for 
mathematics and inspired me to go into the field of actuarial 
science, which consists of a lot of computer programming and 

risk management statistics. Along with being a great math teacher, Mr. Taylor has also 

been a mentor who was helped me develop my identity, both as a person and a musician. 

I have always held his advice in high regard, as it has helped me improve myself as a 

student and allowed me to make good decisions, especially in choosing a college and 

career field. 
 I am glad to have had Mr. Taylor as a teacher and a mentor. His impact on 

my life has been one of the greatest at SOA, and I am very grateful for all he has and 
continues to do for me.
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Angelo Moe
 The teacher that has had the strongest impact on me 
would be my band teacher, Mr. Kerr. He has been my band 
teacher since my freshman year of high school, and he has been 
a great inspiration to me. 
 When Mr. Kerr started to do Smart Music this school 
year, no one wanted to do it, especially the seniors. Having to do 
Smart Music meant that we had to play something for a grade 
outside of class. I was unsure if I would have time to complete 
Smart Music assignments because I had 5 other academic classes 
that involved rigorous work. However, I was able to make time 
to do the assignments that were given to us throughout the year, 
and I turned them in on time. What I learned from this is that I 
am going to have to be able to manage my time when I have things to do, especially when 
I go to college. 
 Overall, in a way, Mr. Kerr helped me to prepare for college by learning how to 
make time for things. If there is one quote that I would remember from Mr. Kerr, it would 
be, “YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE!!!!” Hearing this quote in Mr. Kerr’s voice motivates me to 
take responsibility for my actions and to try to be a dependable person.  Mr. Kerr has also 
taught me the value of teamwork. In band, we all have to work together in order to have 
success. For example, Mr. Kerr would stress how bad it was if there were a few people 
missing or if there were some parts not being covered. If people were goofing off during 
rehearsals, nothing would get accomplished because people were not working together 
as a whole. It was important for people to not slack off and to play their parts so the band 
would sound good. Mr. Kerr also talks about how he wants people in band to step up as 
leaders. Being a senior this year has helped with demonstrating my leadership skills. 
During band class, I would help out with passing out music to people, and I would make 
sure that people get to their seats and set up when class starts. On a couple of occasions, 
I led the band with the warm up when Mr. Kerr was occupied by other things. 
 Performing these leadership roles has proven that I am a dependent and 
trustworthy person, and I am glad that Mr. Kerr allowed me to show my potential as a 
leader. Mr. Kerr has taught me values that have made me the kind of person that I am 
today. I will always remember his words of wisdoms for the rest of my life.

Callie McLean
 In 2025, I will be 28 and ridiculously wealthy/making 
bank. Some of my money will be from lucrative investments 
in the stock market, but most will be from my invention of a 
substitute for gluten. Even though I will have more money than 
the GDP of six countries combined, I will finish college and 
medical school, because a good education is important. 
 In addition to saving lives on a daily basis, I will use my 
fortune to help others philanthropically. This, of course, will be 
done through my global charity, Not All Heroes Wear Capes. In 
addition to distributing money to smaller, individual charities, 
we will provide money and medical supplies to impoverished 
third world countries. Another focus of the charity will be wildlife and environmental 
conservation, buying land to preserve the habitats of plants and animals around the 
world. We will also have minimal administrative cost to maximize our effectiveness and 
outreach. I expect to have won a few Nobel Peace Prizes by this point. 
 By this point, I will have also orchestrated a coup d’état of the Celiac Disease 
Foundation, becoming the leader and taking it global. Eventually, I hope to completely 
eliminate gluten from the world. I will probably have to dip into my vast fortune to do 
this, funding incentives for farmers to stop growing natural wheat and instead grow wheat 
that has been genetically engineered with my synthetic substitute. I will also probably 
have to buy contracts with food suppliers and food establishments to ensure that my 
gluten substitute replaces the real thing. It will be a lot of time, energy, and money, but it 
will be worth it if I never have to ask for a gluten-free menu again. 
 Once I’m done saving the world and altering one of the main food sources of 
the human race, I’ll probably turn to being a doctor full time. I envision myself being a 
surgeon, specializing in neurosurgery. As for my personal life, I can’t really say for sure, 
but I’ll probably marry a male model and adopt a bunch of kids from different countries. 
I’m keeping my options open. 

Chyna Reese
 In ten years my goal is to be the best adolescent social 
worker I can be. As young adults we face so many issues and 
setbacks, and we need to be able to let these frustrations out. 
Life throws us so many distractions. We hear so many sad stories 
about the problems teenagers face. I feel that if more teenagers 
are able to face up to their problems and talk out their issues, 
we wouldn’t have the bullying, drug abuse and suicides that we 
see among young people today. Many of us in this generation 
are experiencing expectations that can be so overpowering. We 
think we are prepared to handle our problems but then when we 
try seek solutions on our own, we find that it is just too much for 
our young minds to handle. 
 While in college I plan to participate in ROTC with the goal of joining the Armed 
Forces after graduation. Joining the Armed Services will allow me the opportunity to 
work with young people all over the world and experience the excitement of meeting new 
people. I love my home town but I am ready to experience life outside of Charleston. You 
can’t be afraid to try new things. 
 I have always loved traveling the world with my family,  and I always make sure 
that I cherish the moments.  Family is very important to me. I will have to live wherever 
the military puts me and hopefully be married with two or three children at some point. 
(Yes, Mom I know. After I have established myself in a career and traveled the world).  
I love fashion and I want to be able to continue to work on my fashion blog. Community 
is also very important to me, and I will continue to do community service throughout the 
world. I intend to work hard and make myself proud (as my mother always says, at the 
end of the day you have to be proud of your accomplishments. It’s not so much about 
making her happy. I have to be happy with myself). 
 Through working with others, I hope to make them love themselves and their 
lives.   I’ve seen people go through horrible things, and seeing this has made me want to 
work my hardest to accomplish the goal of being the best social worker that I can be. I 
want to keep the same mind set I now possess, but I want to learn new things and add 
them to what I already know. As times goes on, I want to continue taking trips with my 
family. I have three brothers and two sisters, and I love them dearly. My three nephews 
and three nieces are a blessing, and I want to make sure that I spend time with them as 
they get older. 

Stuart James
 I think the most important thing I learned at SOA did 
not come out of a single course. It was in each classroom that 
contained groups of completely different people.  The most 
important thing I learned was to be myself and accept other 
people for themselves. 
 Even though SOA is a superior academic school, we are 
primarily an arts school. So while I can find other schools that 
place similar emphasis on academics, it is almost impossible to 
find anywhere that is as focused on the arts as SOA. The spirit 
that is shared at SOA is something that I will never forget and 
never want to forget. Whether you want to continue with your 
major after high school and college or whether you want to move 
into the science, business or other field, SOA is a great place to find yourself, through your 
art major and other creative efforts. 
 SOA has also been valuable to me because it has helped me have a better 
understanding and appreciation, not only for others, but for art areas other than my own.

Maddy Parnall 

 If I were entering SOA as a sixth grader, I would first 
and foremost congratulate myself, as it’s ridiculous the length 
people go to get in these days. 
 I would have tried a little harder to not cry after 
my entrance audition (I thought I bombed it), which leads 
into the overarching theme that I would like to get across to 
lowerclassmen- do not try so hard. This is not good advice 
for people that already do not try, but seriously, if you are a 
perfectionist like I have been these past seven years, just stop. 
The amount of stress you add on yourself can crush you, and 
while I made it out alive (somehow), my experience at SOA has 
made me wish that I had just eased back a bit and not have sacrificed as much sleep for 
studying. The small margin of improvement that hours of reading generate isn’t worth it, 
and this small bit won’t make the difference to colleges either. I also wouldn’t have taken 
myself so seriously: if I’d known I would be making fun of everything I did two years back 
and more, I would have attached less dignity to my Mayday Parade shirt and smudgy 
black eyeliner. 
 None of this truly matters though, it was fun. 
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Applause Senior Superlatives
Best Hair

Graham Crolley and Anna 

Woodward
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The Dream Team

Cece Fish and Ted Anastapoulo

Dean Spyropoulos

Most Likely to 
be Mistaken 

for a Teacher
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Cherry Hu

Most Likely 
to Use SAT 

Words in Daily 
Conversation

Most Stylish

Brandon Holmes and 

Lee Ryan

Most Likely To Sleep 
Through Graduation

Shadiest 
Person at 

SOA

Most Likely to Vote 
Themselveves as a Superlative

Mackenzie Glasgow and Victor 

Mardikian

Most 
Infectious 

Laugh

Maddy 

Parnall
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Senior Citizen Day Zombie vs Survivor Day

Top of the Foodchain Day

College Day

W  ac  k y Ta    c k  y   D a      y

SENIOR PRANK: SOA’S A BEACH
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Mattie Smith

 At SOA you are given many opportunities, but not 
necessarily the correct means of carrying them out. Students at 
this school have to be creative in order to fit into the big britches 
that are handed to them upon entering the school grounds. 
SOA students have to find a way to make those britches fit, and 
it’s not easy, and a lot of folks can’t do it. The britches fall off 
of these people, and they find themselves sitting at a desk in 
the school that they’re zoned for, wearing normal sized and 
sometimes even tight britches. 
 In the past I’ve see many students take a shoe string 
and tie it around their britches to make them fit, and other 
students have worn suspenders. The best way to fit into your britches, however, is not 
to cheat them into fitting, but to grow bigger. Students should make themselves fat with 
knowledge that cannot be found inside the Bonds-Wilson gates, then and only then their 
britches will fit comfortably. Once these students are ready to go into the world outside 
of SOA, people will be amazed by their large britches, and will have to accommodate their 
size. People will assume that they were spoon fed the knowledge that let them fit into 
their britches, but it is important for SOA students to know that they are the reason their 
britches fit. SOA gave them the britches, but the students devoured wisdom until they 
could comfortably fit those britches on without a belt. 
 To the few SOA students who are reading this, please beware; your britches can 
fall off. If you leave this place and quit digesting information, you could lose mass and 
subsequently lose your britches. Then you will be left alone, naked, searching eagerly for 
smaller britches. Don’t let this happen to you. One day you will die, and when that day 
comes, your SOA community will want to pay respects to not only your lifeless body, but 
also to the britches your lifeless body will fill, which should be huge.

Lee Ryan

 There are so many unique and special qualities that 
make up SOA, and the thing that makes SOA such an incredible 
place to be from 8am-3pm  is the people. People make up 
everything, and they can influence your memories drastically 
and make experiences incredible. 
 Your major also plays a key role in your daily life at 
SOA. Mine is Visual Arts. This class has changed my life, not only 
teaching me skills in my craft but also evolving and formulating 
the ideas behind my work. 
 My life has been a series of ups and downs, and through 
all this my art has been there for me. It documents the feelings 
that are good and bad. My art would be nothing if not for the 
careful teachings of Ms. Anne Cimballa. She is not only my teacher and my mentor, 
but also my friend. She has given me countless hugs and wise words that can help in any 
situation. She’s the first teacher that has shown me how to live beyond school and work, 
and how to take a deep breath and take life one step at a time. She has taught me life isn’t 
easy--it’s not easy for anyone-- but finding outlets and putting one’s fear and anxiety into 
something creative might make life a little brighter and a little more beautiful. 
 Ms. Cimballa is a very memorable character, anyone would say that. And I will 
always remember her for taking me aside and asking me about myself and my health, 
instead of taking me aside to ask where my school work is. She’s a genuine person 
with strong values, and she cares. She cares so much about her students and her craft. 
She’s made my art education and my time at SOA worth my while. She’s incredibly 
understanding, and you can talk to her about anything. She will listen without judgment 
and without complaint. I wish I could find a way to thank her for all the laughs, the hugs, 
and the long conversations that have made my experience at SOA enjoyable. 

Douglas Smith

 The teacher that has had the biggest impact on me is 
Dr. Cusatis, my AP English Literature teacher. He has taught 
me the value of literature and how to apply its insights into 
everyday life. It is nice to look forward to being taught by such 
a funny and brilliant person every class period. Dr. Cusatis has 
pushed me harder than most teachers have, but not without 
reward. Although I do slack off and procrastinate, I am always 
interested in class and always enjoy participating. It is sad to 
be leaving his class this year since we shared some of the best 
times I’ve had at SOA. Even though he may not know it, I will 
cherish his class forever. It has been great to be around such an 
inspirational person, and I hope he will remember me as I remember him.

Sabrina Sanchez

 I think the teacher who has had the greatest impact 
on my life would have to be Ms. Anna Gorritti. I had her as 
a Spanish teacher in 9th and 10th grade for Spanish 2 and 3. 
While I loved having her as a teacher, the greatest impact she 
made on my life was outside of the classroom, in our school’s 
Jefferson Service Club. Ms. Gorritti encouraged me to join 
the club in 9th grade when I first met her. And I did, but only 
because I thought it would look good to colleges.
 In Jeff Club I ended up building friendships that I 
know will last long after high school. For the first couple years, 
I wasn’t as involved in the club. I helped out at events and 
helped fundraise, but I never took on a leadership role in the club. Mrs. Gorritti always 
encouraged me to get more involved, and finally in eleventh grade I decided to take on 
more of a leadership role, leading the Vocal department of Art Camp and helping plan 
the first Annual Run for Haiti. When Mrs. Gorritti left, there was a hole left at this school. 
None of the teachers wanted to take on the responsibility of sponsoring a service club. 
 At the beginning of senior year, we were still running around to teachers begging 
them to be our sponsor. Finally Mr. Lindgren agreed to sponsor us, but only on the 
condition that we do all the work. He told us that because of his commitment to NHS, 
he wasn’t going to be able to help organize events and volunteering. It was all going to 
be on us. I, along with Ted Anastopoulo, Hannah Demos, and Devin Donaldson, 
became the club leaders, in charge of organizing everything for the club. We had no idea 
how much work and time Mrs. Gorritti had put into Jeff Club until she was gone. It made 
us appreciate her all the more and encouraged us to do our best not to let Jeff Club fall 
from what she had built it up to be. 
 After winning the award for the Most Effective Students In Action Team in the 
Low Country, I would say we were able to live up to the legacy Mrs. Gorritti left behind. 
With the student food drive, Art Camp, College Bound Kids, and Project Haiti, the team 
Mrs. Gorritti has built will forever be indebted to her, as well as all the lives she touched 
through the club’s service.

Victoria Vanderpool

 In the year 2025, it will be six years since my graduation 
from  the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. I might go 
back for a higher degree or study abroad, but, most likely, I 
will already be working. I want to work as an artist, perhaps 
designing clothing for top name brands and eventually creating  
my own line and my own company.  
 But, it is hard to tell someone what you will be doing 
ten years because you only know what you hope to be doing. 
College changes everything. I might turn around and become an 
art curator or a teacher. The only thing I am really sure of right 
now is that visual arts is what I know best. I can’t see myself going to school for anything 
else. 
 A tangent to my plans: I would at some point like to teach high school in India or 
Pakistan or somewhere that my teachings would be extremely beneficial and appreciated. 
I would especially like to teach girls, who are discouraged or prevented from learning in 
many third world countries.  Other 2025 bucket list items are living in a huge city, living 
in the middle of nowhere, traveling to as many places as I can and networking in those 
places, drawing in my sketchbook every day, journaling for at least a year, working in an 
office setting --to remind myself how much I hate it and how good I have it.
 I have a lot of plans between now and 2025, but I am confident that no matter 
what happens in the next ten years I will allow myself to experience as much as I can and 
enjoy myself. 

Cherry Hu 

   Mr. Scapellato’s course Mapping the Mind is the 
closest thing SOA has to AP Psych. Though brain anatomy 
wasn’t very fun, we learned a lot about the human psyche like 
natural defense mechanisms and logical fallacies and even 
how people handle moral dilemmas. It’s a bit of a surprise I’m 
constantly using knowledge from this class a year after taking 
it. I can’t say the same for T-tests or punnet squares, though 
they’re very applicable in their own fields. The topics covered in 
MtM are seen in college introductory courses for business, law, 
and pretty much the humanities. I feel this is probably one of 
the most important classes I’ve taken at SOA. It teaches you how to think instead of what 
to think.
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Megan Strange

 I’ve been thinking about the future a lot lately. Honestly 
I don’t have a clue as to what path I’ll be taking, but I’m hoping 
it’s a successful one.  Will I be living with my parents? Will I still 
be in South Carolina? Will I have a decent job? The future is a 
scary thing, and I have some big dreams I hope to have realized 
by 2015. 
 Growing up I wanted to be a whale trainer. A FREAKIN’ 
WHALE TRAINER, but my dreams were shortly crushed after 
seeing the movie Black Fish: a documentary about the cruelty 
of whale captivity in Sea World. I bounced around occupational 
ideas after that, but finally settled on interior design. I plan on 
going to Coker College and graduating with interior design and business degrees. With 
that, I hope to start my own business. Before achieving that goal, I plan on working in 
home stores or with an interior design business. I don’t see myself staying in Charleston, 
but somewhere in the west like California, Arizona, or Nevada. I want to be married 
with at least one child by then and living in a nice house. I plan on having a dog, a house 
chicken, and a hedgehog as my pets of choice. In ten years, whatever I am doing, I hope 
to be doing what I love. 

Anna Woodward

 Mr. Donnellon has definitely had the strongest 
impact on me during my years at SOA not only as a teacher 
but as a mentor and a friend as well. Though he is no longer 
with us (what’s so great about Michigan anyway?), his passion 
for teaching combined with the uncanny ability to make a pun 
about anything have stuck with me ever since I walked into his 
class that first day, the only sophomore in a room full of juniors. 
 Regardless, he challenged me and didn’t allow me 
to make any excuses for myself, even though the only history 
class I’d had before coming to his class was freshman world 
history. Sorry, Mr. Orvin, but the wonders of the samurai 
do not make for a good basis of knowledge when learning about early federalism in 
America, the cult of domesticity, or the credibility gap of the 19th century. As the year 
progressed, Mr. Donnellon fostered in every student the drive to get ahead intellectually, 
to seek out knowledge for personal gain instead of just getting a passing grade. And this 
incredible devotion to the success of every student, myself included, is what sets good 
‘ole Mike apart from so many other teachers. I would not be who am I today without Mr. 
Donnellon, and for that, I cannot thank him enough. 
 In the fall I will be attending George Washington University with the hope 
of majoring in American Studies with a double minor in Film Studies and Women’s 
and Gender Studies. Before taking Mr. Donnellon’s class, I thought I wanted to be an 
architect. Not that architecture is bad; it’s actually pretty cool if you’re willing to do the 
math (I’m not). But in my U.S. History class I found something I was passionate about: 
the shining image of what America, of what the world could be. And though at times 
cynicism and doubt take over, the 6’4 leprechaun is the proverbial angel on my shoulder, 
looking at my situation and saying, “It’s not ideal, but…” and giving me the push I need 
to keep going. 
 So here’s to you, Mr. Donnellon, and your undependably vast music collection, 
your way of arguing that only leaves one side (your side), and the natural (or learned?) 
talent you have of inspiring, challenging, encouraging, educating, etc.  us all, turning the 
world into your classroom. Thank you.

Simeon Washington

 In fourth grade I played the hand chimes, and I was 
in a band of fourth grade hand chime players. Why? Because I 
wanted to do something that would entertain and excite people. 
I wanted to give my mother a reason to be proud of me, and I 
wanted to be allowed on the stage in our auditorium. The next 
year I was playing the viola in our little fifth grade orchestra. I 
remember the first thing I heard in person from a viola was the 
theme song from the movie Jaws. 
 I would never reach my goal. I stopped playing viola 
because I got accepted into this...uh... let’s suck up and say 
awesome institution for acting. Without a teacher, I packed 
my viola in the back of my closet. By eighth grade I had written ten monologues and 
performed in two different plays. I’m pretty sure I had memorized like 1,000 different 
theatre terms, and I had garnered enough charcoal black shirts I could clothe the death 
eaters for years. Being able to play a flamboyant devil in bunny ears and switching over 
to a Scottish train engineer within the span of two shows more or less swayed my mind as 
to what I wanted to do in life.   
 Entering ninth grade, I was determined to create the most entertaining 
performances I could. So of course variety was the way I went. I didn’t want to be the 
lead role or the star. I wanted to be that ridiculous guy that brought awkward smiles to 
everyone’s faces, from a loud old pantaloon archetype in The Love of Three Oranges, 
to Ron Weasley in an adaption of Harry Potter, to the flamboyant fairy, Ariel, in 
Shakespeare’s The Tempest, I played “that guy” that everyone loved to see. 
 As I progress through my life going into 2025, I want to have established myself 
as a beloved and versatile actor. Of course money and awards are great, but I want to 
be the guy people look to and smile at because they remember my hilarious characters 
from stage plays. They strike up conversations with me because of my thought provoking 
satirical scripts (shutup, I know it’s corny). I want to be the man that they thank because 
my film truly moved them emotionally, while entertaining them with spectacle and 
cinematographic beauty. Truly I want to be funny, diverse and, of course, myself.

Justin Yu

 My senior year has had the biggest impact of all my 
seven years at SOA. 
 From the beginning of the year, I challenged myself 
with four AP courses. It wasn’t what I expected because I only 
took two AP classes my junior year. Even though I didn’t do 
stellar in all my classes, I learned about myself as well as the 
subject matter of these classes. Taking biology influenced me to 
consider a major related to biology. Understanding life around 
you, and yourself is so interesting. Senior Thesis was a great 
experience, not only my own performances, but seeing all my 
classmates in their art allowed me to see them in a new light. I was impressed by the 
friends I saw every day. 
 Even though this year will be a part of me as I graduate high school, only one 
thing is on my mind, and that is college.

Cece Fish 

 One of the classes that has had the strongest impact 
on me is AP Art History. I was put in it last year without signing 
up for it, and for the first week I was thinking about dropping 
it. I’m  really glad that I didn’t because I ended up learning a lot 
in the class, and I found it really interesting. Because I found it 
so interesting I retained the information better, because now in 
my AP World class I have Mrs. Zerbst, and all the sophomores 
are convinced that I’m smarter than I actually am because we 
learned about some of the same things in art history. Taking art 
history has also influenced some of my future goals. I plan on 
taking art history classes in college and potentially adding it as 
a second major. Since taking the class, I also have developed a better understanding and 
appreciation for art. 
 I think that one of the things that made me realize how much I actually like the 
subject was going to the museums in New York to see all the works of art we had been 
learning about up close and personal. It was a very surreal experience. One of my most 
memorable moments from the trip and the class was standing next to Ms. Cimballa in 
the Museum of Modern Art looking at Starry Night by Vincent Van Gogh. She took one 
look at the painting and started sobbing, and I took one look at her and started laughing. 
Then she told me to shut up, so I walked away. 
 I love Art History.

Michaela Buttel 

    If I was an entering sixth grader I would make sure I 
got to know the teachers. Looking back on it now, having strong 
connections with teachers always helps. I was the girl that was 
too scared to ask the teachers any questions because I thought 
teachers were out to get students. In reality, teachers are there to 
guide you on the path to success. I would also make sure I would 
go to any type of tutoring offered. It does not make you less of a 
person if you need more help than others. Yes, the NHS kids are 
intimidating in middle school, but it will be so beneficial to truly 
understand the material. The last thing I would do differently 
would not to sell myself short. I did not have the highest self- 
esteem and it definitely tampered with my grades. You can do anything you set your mind 
to and everything will be okay in the end.
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Sarah Vane 

 Throughout my years at SOA, one thing that has really 
stood out to me is the general respect the student body, staff, 
and administration all have for each other, and the level of 
compassion that comes with that respect. Although I didn’t pay 
attention too much in middle school, my high school experience 
at SOA showed me that having a little respect and compassion 
for everyone, no matter who they are or what their situation is, 
goes a long way. 
 The one thing I would do differently during my time 
at SOA would be to not allow preconceived notions --based on 
looks, beliefs, or gossip-- get in the way of my relationships with 
people. It took me longer than it should have to realize that the only way to make real 
friends is by showing everyone the same level of respect and kindness. 
 For a long time, I allowed rumors and stereotypes to keep me away from people 
who, now, are some of my closest friends. Although I understand that part of coming to 
this realization has to do with maturity and experience, I wish that I had come to it a bit 
sooner. I’ve only recently --in the past few years-- become friends with people whom I 
otherwise wouldn’t have, and I regret having to leave so soon after meeting them. I’m 
going to miss SOA and everyone here, but one thing I’ll always remember is the respect I 
was given and taught to give back. 

Raven White 

 Being a student at Charleston County School of the 
Arts has been an experience that I will never forget. Even though 
the work was hard, I can truly say I’ve learned a lot more than 
the average high school student. Not only have I learned things 
academically, but I have also learned life lessons. SOA is one of 
the most diverse schools that I have ever heard of. That being 
said, acceptance is one of the major values that are instilled into 
the students here. We are a family; we fight like family; we love 
like family; and we learn together like family. SOA makes it its 
priority to educate its students in all aspects of life, and that 
is one of the reasons that I am thankful that I had the opportunity to be a part of all its 
greatness.
 Boy, oh, boy! Middle school years … I thought I was the coolest thing walking 
around SOA campus (because I was/am). Wearing my graphic tees, skinny jeans, and 
sneakers to match, you couldn’t tell me anything!  Seven years later, and with better 
fashion taste, I look back, and am very grateful to have grown up in such an awesome 
environment. During middle school, we were thoroughly prepared for high school, and 
even college. SOA literally makes greatness (talking about myself of course). I can truly 
say, I’ve gained lifelong friends, and created memories with people that I love. 
 Once I entered into high school, my love for my major hit an all time high. I 
walked in to Mr. Robin Rogers’ vocal class, and I literally have been singing every 
day of my life ever since.  Vocal has introduced me to different styles of music, different 
environments for singing, different musicals, and without this class I would not have 
found my obsession for the opera Les Miserables. I seriously think I have a problem. I 
once put on a one woman show of Les Miserables alone…in my room…with no one but 
myself, and I have to say I did an excellent job. Mr. Rogers has always encouraged me to 
sing my best, and even though I will not be pursuing singing in college, I will not let my 
talent go to waste.
 As for the rest of my high school career, I can’t say it was easy, but it was 
definitely worth it. I got to be in Hair Spray, sing on Broadway, and I’ve had so much fun 
becoming close to my 2015 senior class. As in every school, we have our highs and our 
lows, but I wouldn’t trade this place, or my time here, for the world. I want to thank SOA 
for giving me top quality education, friends, experiences, and opportunities. Well…that’s 
all folks! 

Alyssa Wintz 

 In 2025, I hope to be well versed in travel. At that point 
I would surely have my bachelors and masters degrees. I’m 
absolutely going for my doctorate (I just don’t know in what). 
Maybe I’ll be a doctor? A lawyer? There’s a solid chance that 
I’ll be protesting for equal rights in other countries, because 
America better have them by that point. 
 I imagine I’ll be working with kids in some way. While 
I don’t plan on teaching until I’m much older, there’s a chance 
that I’d be a rockin’ teacher somewhere in the world. Perhaps 
I’ll finally publish that book I’ve been working on since the sixth 
grade? I’m sure I won’t be a politician, maybe a comedian, and 
an intelligent protestor, but certainly not a politician. Still, I am pretty good at drama so 
maybe a politician isn’t a bad option. Of course, my dream is to make it big, and work on 
Broadway or in film. Maybe I’ll write a play? I do have a few that are unfinished. 
 It’d be cool if I could officially join a church and travel with them. I’d love 
to better someone’s life! Maybe I’ll spread the word of God to those who need it. It’s 
possible that my carbon footprint will be smaller than a speck of dust. There’s an even 
bigger chance that I will be cosplaying at conventions around the planet whenever I have 
free time. Who am I kidding? My time should always be free! I know I’ll be healthy if I 
can afford it; if not I’ll be working hard so that I can, and arguing why others cannot. 
Hopefully I’ll have a home in Spain, maybe a cabin in Switzerland, and a solid place to 
call home here in Charleston.
 I can’t be certain though. I’m not sure of any of this. Looking at my distant 
future, I can only dream and hope that the steps I’m taking now will get me there. 
However, regardless of all these possibilities, chances, dreams and aspirations, there’s 
only one thing I’m truly positive about for the year 2025.
 I will be happy, thankful, and kind to others.

Ted Anastapoulo 

 In addition to my amazing and encouraging parents, 
The SOA History, English, and cafeteria departments have made 
me the person I am today. These teachers and staff members 
opened my eyes to the fact that if we look closely, our education 
has far reaching effects beyond the walls of a classroom. 
 Thank you Ms. Blake, Ms. Graves, and Ms. 
Lawson for first instilling in me enthusiasm for history, and 
thank you Mr. Clarke, Mr. Reese, Mr. Smyth, Ms. Zerbst 
and Mr. Brehm for further cultivating this passion. Thank 
you especially to Ms. Cimballa who helped inspire me to break 
museum rules and stand inside a 600 year old Islamic mihrab 
at the Metropolitan Museum of Art. While most people cringe at 
the mention of the Chinese Song Dynasty, Reconstruction, or the Catholic Reformation, 
these teachers have motivated me to approach history with an open and unbiased mind. 
 Thank you also to Ms. Drennan and Dr. Cusatis for allowing me to see that 
all the questions of humanity can be addressed  through literature. I no longer approach 
reading assignments expecting them to be banal. Now, I can’t wait to see what Antigone 
has to say about the dangers of human pride, or how Equus elaborates on society’s 
attempts to destroy passion, or how “Letter From a Birmingham Jail” incorporates 
history to better the future. 
 Finally, thank you to the cafeteria staff for always being the bright spot in my 
day. Without the smiles and good salads, I seriously doubt my sanity would have been 
kept these past seven years. 

Joey Busher 

     In 2025 I hope to be well on my way towards 
becoming a doctor. I have always had an interest in science and 
plan to continue to pursue this as a bioengineering major next 
year at Clemson.  After that I would like to go to medical school 
and hope to be working on my residency by the year 2025.  
 In looking back on my experiences in high school, I 
have learned so much to get me started on this path.  I have 
had the opportunity to intern in various labs and clinics at 
MUSC and have learned so much about what it takes to become 
successful in medicine.  
 The opportunities I received at SOA have set me up to be excited and well 
prepared to take my next steps toward this goal.

Gavin Quinton 

 Of all the classes I’ve taken, Scapellato’s Mapping 
the Mind has been the most applicable to daily life. Definitely 
my favorite class at SOA. I can find use in the lessons when I 
do just about anything: Television, reading, decision making. It 
covers all the bases. He mapped my mind so hard. -- Honorable 
mentions for this essay: Lindgren’s Physics (oh boy), Clark’s 
Geography, Rogers’ Calculus.
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Suzanne Jackson 

 It’s difficult to narrow my SOA education down and 
highlight one teacher, and even more difficult to reflect on the 
experience as a whole, but I will try my best. 
 On my first day in ninth grade, I was dealing with a 
bit of a schedule conflict. Being new to SOA, I was panicked 
and nervous and lost—I had no idea which schedule to follow 
out of the four conflicting schedules I had received. So the first 
day, I sat through three hours of French class (merci, Madame 

B.) and then ran to a strange and unknown Mr. Hammes 
(Writing for Performance, Room 4151) for help. What had gone 
wrong? He glanced at my conflicting schedules, and that’s when 
I first heard his exasperated sigh. It warms my heart to say that I’ve been provoking more 
moments of frustration in his class ever since. He has been a wonderful teacher when 
I’ve been in his classes and a great friend during unoccupied lunches. I sought his advice 
when going through a surprisingly difficult and somewhat traumatizing college decision, 
and he wisely and gracefully dealt with a thoroughly panicked Suzanne once again.  
 There are people here whom I will miss— teachers and students, and there are 
people here whom I won’t—teachers and students. But that’s high school. It’s tough at 
times, and it’s the best thing in the world at others. It’s challenging academically and 
socially. Homework has never taken this long. Someone borrowed your good pen and 
didn’t give it back. You have two tests on the same day and haven’t figured out how to 
prioritize. Your best friend isn’t calling you back and it’s an emergency. 
 Maybe I’ll find myself fondly reminiscing in a few years. Maybe I’ll be so wildly 
successful that I won’t have time to linger on my past. But ultimately, I couldn’t imagine 
myself being anywhere other than SOA, and Creative Writing especially. That perfect and 
wonderful program was just what I needed, exactly when I needed it.  

Maria Carillo 

 During my seven years at School of the Arts, I’ve 
learned many lessons that have shaped who I am today. I’ve had 
a fantastic high school experience thanks to SOA and my major. 
 Many of those lessons include having a greater 
acceptance for all kinds of people and personalities. At an arts 
school one is always faced with different kinds of people, and 
having such an accepting environment is something that I will 
carry with me for the rest of my life. Everyone in our school 
has a special talent and can always surprise you with their 
extraordinary abilities, which is what makes our high school 
unique.
 Another valuable lesson that I learned is the 
importance of community. Band has been a major part of my life, almost a second home 
for me.  Band provides an environment that understands the value and importance of 
music. Having an outlet in which one’s passion can be channeled creates a strong sense 
of family. Thanks, Katy, for being the perfect Band Mom. You will be missed. I also could 
have never done it if it wasn’t for Papa Kerr, who taught us valuable lessons from day 
one, such as “You are responsible” and how it’s better to be “strong and wrong” than to 
not try at all. 
 Dr. Cusatis introduced me to many great literary works and has taught me 
to have a greater appreciation for poetry. In all my academic classes I have learned how 
to become better organized and structured. Taking classes that demanded a lot of me 
has prepared me for the future. They have also taught me to stop procrastinating… well 
kinda. 
 In all, being at SOA has made me become a better person, and I will carry these 
values with me. It’s been pretty aight. 

Alexandria Cavadias 

 My Deaf/HH teachers have had the strongest impact 
on me. They have known me and understood my communication 
and culture since I was in second grade. They encouraged me to 
not give up on anything.  For example, I kept thinking I would 
fail in school, but they have had faith in me, knowing that I am 
very clever. They encouraged me to not be afraid of anything. It 
made me realize that since they have faith in me, I should have 
faith in myself. I worked so hard to become a senior. I am like, 
WOW! Look at me.  I will graduate in two and a half weeks with 
my DIPOLMA! If it were not for my Deaf/HH teachers, I would 
not be here graduating. I’m so grateful for having them in my 
life. They are like a family to me. I could not be more proud of myself. They were always 
patient with me through good or bad situations and have always loved me no matter 
what happened. They care for me because they want me to go to college, have a good job, 
and a good life. They are the reason that I want to be a special education teacher. After 
graduating college, I will teach my students like my teachers taught me: Do not give up 
on anything.

Anthony Szwast

 What is better than a school that requires you to have 
fun in an art area, and at the same time has a very tolerant 
atmosphere with extremely low occurrences of bullying? Amid 
this friendly environment, the School of the Arts provides an 
education in academics that is recognized as one of the best in 
the state. An education at SOA is exceedingly valuable because 
it incorporates the arts into education, encourages students to 
express themselves through their art, and provides excellent 
teachers.
 Unlike a large number of high schools, SOA promotes 
the arts as well as academics. Everyone is required to be a part of 
an art major, and each student has two or more classes within their major every two days. 
In contrast, schools that do have a band or other art organization only have rehearsals 
outside of school, and academics are a priority over the arts clubs. With concentration on 
the arts, SOA students can focus on cultivating their creative talents along with academics. 
Studies have shown that participating in arts along with an academic education improves 
a student’s intelligence. As a result, the students at SOA become well rounded, excelling 
in academics and their art form.
 Being deeply involved in art not only expands your intelligence but also allows 
you to express yourself in ways you were otherwise unable to. Often, students in high 
school go through a lot of personal troubles and emotions. It helps to express these 
emotions, and art is the best way. In addition, viewing other students’ art helps others 
understand what they are going through, creating a remarkably tolerant atmosphere. 
Bullying is significantly less extreme at SOA than at other high schools because of the 
open-minded environment created by the students’ ability to express themselves through 
their art.
 The teachers at SOA are excellent. All of the arts teachers have had real world 
experience making a living off of their art, which makes them capable of passing on 
valuable knowledge to their students. Even some of the academic teachers have performed 
professionally, and thus are very understanding about the amount of time performances 
take up. If a school play is having multiple rehearsals or performances one week, then the 
teachers are lenient about extensions and delay tests or due dates for projects. Most of 
them are not there for the money, but because they love to teach, and that is what makes 
them the best teachers.
 The aspects of combining the arts and academics, encouraging students to 
express themselves through their art, and providing excellent teachers make an education 
at SOA outstandingly valuable. The School of the Arts offers a unique and exceptional 
education, graduating students who are prepared for the adult world.

Kenneth Brabham 

    Personally, it is no surprise to me that the class that 
has had the most influence on me is none other than my major, 
visual arts. Beginning in the sixth grade, all the way through 
the twelfth grade, I have experienced nothing other than the 
best of not only teachers, but also mentors. All three of my 
visual arts teachers have continuously pushed me to be the 
very best and offer their assistance along the way whenever and 
wherever I may have needed it. This has not only helped me 
in the development of my artistic skills, but it has also helped 
me become a better person. All the visual arts classes that I 
have taken for the past six years will definitely help me get through these next four years 
minimum at Clemson University majoring in architecture. Transitioning from grade to 
grade each year with the same group of classmates has transformed art class into an art 
family, only strengthening my passion for art itself.
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Tradd Zanin 

 The value that lies in an SOA education is embedded in 
the artistic aspect of our learning. At our school, not only do we 
get a quality education, just like any other first-rate high school, 
but we are also trained in an area of the arts. Some do not see 
the value in our fine arts education, but it is the fact that our 
fine arts education is integrated into our regular education that 
makes our school so special.
 At SOA there is an escape into the arts built into 
every single school day. After a long day of Calculus, English 
Literature, and United States Government and Politics, it is 
always a relief from the pressures of high school to be able to 
take an hour and a half to recuperate within your art form. While other high schools may 
have rigorous course loads and academic prestige, or a fine arts program that doesn’t 
focus highly on academics, our school is special because it has the unique combination of 
both.
 Another fantastic value of SOA is that there is little peer pressure, and always 
encouragement to be yourself. This point is always overlooked and taken for granted, but 
is one of the core values of our school: be yourself.
 At SOA you can be yourself and truly grow as a student, an artist, and a person. 
This isn’t something that we as students can take for granted. With our fantastic staff, 
supportive arts teachers, and open and friendly school environment, our school is much 
different than any other. By mixing scholarly prestige and mastery of the arts, SOA comes 
into a category all its own, where being different is never strange. And that is the value of 
an SOA education.

Daniel George 

 In 2025 I want to be a high school biology teacher in 
a school as fun and unique as SOA. I hope to have a girlfriend 
that I really love or a fiancée. She has to be shortish; if she is 
taller than me then I will have to buy a bunch of shoes with like 
platforms or something.
  My house will be medium sized but I will share it with 
some friends. I hope that I will have an all-electric car and a 
solid amount of money. I will keep THE RAV4 because it is 
an incredible, speedy, beautiful machine. I don’t want way too 
much cash and become a rich jerk but just enough to be happy. 
I will achieve this through a very simple system: I will try hard 
in college, but not too hard because I want to have a bunch 
of friends. Next I will get the job I want because I am clearly qualified. And finally the 
woman of my dreams will walk through the door to my classroom and ask me out. 
 I will accomplish these goals. If I do not, I give permission to Gabe, Jarby, RJ, 
Sam and my family to put Nair on my entire body.

Emma MacMillan 

 Thank you SOA for this wonderful diploma. I don’t 
know what to say; there are so many people I would like to 
thank. 
 I wouldn’t be here if two insane people didn’t let me 
in: Mr. George Younts and Ms. Megan Link. Without them 
none of this would have been possible. Thank you to the main 
stairwell for not tripping me my freshman year when I was a 
loser. Thank you, Cody Beasenburg and Jace Rune for 
teaching me that it’s ok to like things. Thank you, Teresa Elj 
for smiling with me every day. Thank you Mr. George Younts for being a great mentor; 
I will always cherish my new scrunchy. Thank you to the cafeteria staff for giving us a 
salad bar. 
 Thank you Jemma Wyke-Smith for letting me come over after school, giving 
me good food, and letting me nap in your bed. I will miss our post-study baking sessions. 
Thank you, Ms. Andrea Catangay for teaching me how to balance a rock on my hand 
as I move it around my body. Thank you, Mary Fishburne for showing me that I have 
a chance in this crazy world we call show business. Thank you, Ted Anastopoulo and 
CeCe Fish for making my senior thesis amazing. Thank you, Ms. Megan Link for 
keeping me calm before each performance. I can’t wait to finally call you by your first 
name. Thank you, Gavin Quinton and Sam Chase for never failing to make my day 
better. 
 My favorite moment this year was after the lights went down at the end of my 
senior thesis: CeCe and I squeezed each other’s hands and just smiled.

Yulma Lopez 

 In 2025 I plan to have graduated college and have a 
steady job and my own home. I want to travel around the US  
in search of a nice job that I enjoy, hopefully outside of South 
Carolina. I plan to go to Europe for a few years to visit nice 
landmarks and tour cities. I definitely wish to go to Ireland, 
Scotland, and London, as well as Belgium, Switzerland, Spain, 
France, Germany and Greece, then head east to Russia and 
down to Armenia for a while and Istanbul. Eventually I’ll make 
it to Mongolia, China and down to India with a quick stop at 
Tokyo. Then I plan to go back to Mexico and study more down 
there, preferably in the law field since a couple of my relatives 
are lawyers. 
 I am not planning on having a large family, but eventually I would like to 
get married. I was born and raised Catholic, so I want the largest wedding I can have, 
elaborate and religious in a great cathedral in Mexico City or closer to the Pope, in Italy. 
I have also become very interested in studying under the Jehovah’s Witnesses. I find it 
intriguing and could continue on that path instead. In the next few years though, I intend 
to study hard and stay in college. I want to go to USC Beaufort, and get an arts related 
job in that region for a while. I will eventually decide if I want to stay at Beaufort or move 
back down to Charleston. Some friends of mine are going out of state, so I’ll visit them 
and get introduced to those cities or maybe a job out there. I shall go wherever the wind 
blows me. Some of my future aspirations besides being an artist or author include being a 
missionary, mercenary, ambassador, weapons expert, nuclear physicist, and, you know, 
dream big and hope for the best.

Mackenzie Glasgow 

    The year 2025 sounds like it is a hundred years 
away, but in reality it is only ten years away. Around the year 
2019 is when I will graduate from college in New York City 
with a BFA in dance. Through out these four years in the big 
city I hope to audition for many dance opportunities. When I 
say opportunities I mean Broadway musicals, movie/tv shows, 
and most importantly, the Radio City Rockette Christmas 
Spectacular and the Spring Spectacular. My dream since I was 
12 years old was to become a Radio City Rockette, and I hope 
by the time I graduate from college, or before, that I make that 
dream become reality. All my life I have trained to become a dancer and college will have 
given me even more knowledge than the previous fourteen years. So, hopefully, in ten 
years I will be a college graduate, a Radio City Rockette, and fulfilling anything else that 
may come my way in the next couple of years.

Sarah Courville 

    What teacher or class has had the strongest impact 
on me?  I hate to destroy my stone-cold reputation by being 
even the least bit sappy, but I don’t think I’ll soon forget taking 
AP Statistics with Mr. Taylor. 
 I came into his class as a frightened junior, anxious 
about a long list of school-related things that seem almost 
entirely miniscule in retrospect. From the very beginning, I 
berated him with endless questions about the material and 
visibly expressed my frustrations, simply because I wanted to 
learn. I think I remember a bruise or two showing up on my 
forehead from banging my head on the desk so hard. I’m sure 
Mr. Taylor would swear that he saw real steam coming from my ears more than once 
over the course of the year. He held me after class once during first quarter to ask me 
why I hated him so much and what he could do to make the classroom experience less 
frustrating. 
 The funny part was that, in reality, his class was my favorite from the first day. 
Mr. Taylor’s patience and willingness is something to genuinely admire. The dorkiness 
and (sometimes painful) puns made me laugh and roll my eyes at all the right times. 
Even this year, Mr. Taylor has mentored me and played a large part in getting me into 
college. I’ve enjoyed many lunch periods sitting in his audio engineering room in my 
favorite wooden chair, having conversations about the nuances of school and life. (If only 
he would stop being so self-deprecating.) 
 He is no longer just a teacher but truly a great friend. You’re a supremely cool 
guy, Mr. Taylor. Life is weird, but thanks for being a part of mine.
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Makayla Middleton 

       A Charleston County School of the Arts education is 
really good for deaf students because most of the deaf students, 
who came from the deaf school, have poor grammar skills. I may 
say I was immature when I was in sixth grade. But seven years 
later, looking back on my old days, I think some of the moments 
were really funny. But at the same time these moments taught 
me the lessons that I learned to prepare me for my future.
 I am glad that I came to School of the Arts because of 
the really good opportunity to obtain a wonderful education. I 
thank the teachers of School of the Arts for helping me to get 
through tough times and believing in me so I have been able to be successful.
I believe that Mrs. Amick has the strongest impact on me because we have known each 
other since I was three years old. When we first met, she thought I was really wild. I had 
to wear protection on my head because I had had a cochlear implant. I fell repeatedly. 
 As the years went by, Mrs. Amick started to notice that I grew into a beautiful 
and intelligent young woman. She knew me since I was in Pre-Kindergarten and now 
she will be watching me walk on stage getting my diploma. Mrs. Amick and I have gone 
through so much. I would like to tell her that she has really impacted my life. She is 
like my second mother. I come to her when I need to talk. And I will surely miss our 
conversations. She is the reason that I am walking on stage getting my diploma. Thank 
you so much, Mrs. Amick, for having such a huge impact on my life.  
 Looking ahead to 2025, I intend to be photographer. I will attend Trident 
Technical College for photography classes. It is my passion to take pictures of nature! 
Even though I don’t like to be outside, I like to watch how nature works.
 One of my favorite moments was when I was in eleventh grade. Dakota moved 
back from Indiana, and Alexandria, John, Dakota, and I joined together as best friends. 
We are all really happy. Alexandria and I have been best friends for twelve years. Do not 
let go of your true friends; they will always be there for you. 

Melanie Molette 

       Over the three years that I have attended school 
here, SOA has become my second home; after all I am probably 
here more than at my actual home. Though I don’t think it 
would be appropriate to say that 5109-B West Enterprise is my 
mailing address, I really do appreciate being here at SOA. Being 
surrounded by so many artistic people is wonderful. The world 
is full of people like us, but I’m glad that there are schools like 
this one.
 I’ve always been passionate about art.  I express myself 
mostly through writing, photography, drawing, and especially 
through music.  Art truly does bring light to the world, especially to my world. I admire 
people with the drive and work ethic that it takes to strive through the struggles of life. 
Even though others constantly tell them what they are aiming for is unattainable, they 
still keep persevering. I truly respect the teachers who keep coming back day to day 
because they deeply care and know we are all capable of learning. They are artists too, 
some of the greatest that exist.
 What to expect is evident just by the name of our school, but it’s more than just 
a name, and art is more than just a word. Art is life; life is a work of art. We grow from 
learning from each other, and we build on what has preceded us. We are all artists. 
 Whether you find joy in allowing your voice to be heard through melodies or 
the lines that you make yourself memorize. Whether you use your hands to sketch or sew 
your design or use an instrument or pen and paper to captivate what you feel. Maybe 
solving math equations or learning more about human behavior gives you pleasure. It is 
also possible that passing on your acquired knowledge over years gives you bliss or that 
you really don’t know what you want to do in the years to come. You may just want to 
travel and see all that this world has to offer.  As the multitalented Maya Angelou once 
stated, “What is a fear of living? It’s being preeminently afraid of dying. It is not doing 
what you came here to do, out of timidity and spinelessness. The antidote is to take full 
responsibility for yourself - for the time you take up and the space you occupy. If you 
don’t know what you’re here to do, then just do some good.”
 There is so much out there to discover, and as you open your mind to all that 
is possible, even what is considered impossible, you are living. It’s really about what you 
create. Be extravagant and unique! It is beautiful.                                                                                        
 I thank God for what he has blessed me with and for all of the experiences! I 
thank Him for life. I have had the pleasure of meeting a considerable number of you all, 
the artists, and I anticipate meeting plenty more, thank you and I love you, SOA!

Abbi Floyd 

      When reading the options for this essay, I was 
honestly overwhelmed when I got to the “favorite teacher” 
option. I couldn’t begin to try to pick one teacher/class that has 
had the greatest impact on me. I even tried to list the teachers 
who really stand out in my mind in hopes to narrow it down: 
Mr. Reese, Mr. Scapellato, Ms. Drennan, Ms. Gorritti, 

Mr. Brehm, Dr. Price... but then I just realized I was listing 
every single teacher I have had at this school. 
 Each teacher was integral in my experience at 
SOA in their own way, even the teachers that I may not have 
appreciated while I had them. I feel so lucky to have teachers that are so passionate about 
their students. Mr. Scapellato, Ms. Crawford, Mr. Taylor, Mr. Lindgren, and 
Ms. Gorritti are all the kind of teachers that want you to do your best because of their 
passion for us. It is evident from day one. They pour so much of themselves into us, and 
nothing is worse than feeling like you disappointed them. I have also been amazed at 
how intelligent they are-- Dr. Price, Dr. Cusatis, Mr. Reese, Ms. Drennan, Mr. 

Scapellato, and Mr. Brehm being examples. They know so much, extending well 
beyond the subject matter they teach. 
 Personality is another trait that is definitely not lacking in the teachers. I don’t 
remember a day going by that we didn’t laugh about something Ms. Rogers, Mr. Orvin, 
Mr. Brehm, Mr. Reese, or Dr. Cusatis said in class. Mr. Ratigan’s quick-witted sarcasm 
didn’t go unnoticed, nor did Ms. Bronk’s “iron fist” attitude. And how can I ever forget 
Mr. Pezzeca’s eccentricity (I think the crows were watching me type this)? 
 I am also taken back by how sweet the teachers are. I can’t recall Ms. 

Branscome, Mr. Smyth, Ms. Wade, Ms. Lentz, Dr. Price, Mr. Johnson, 

or Mr. Taylor ever getting upset or losing patience with us. Lastly, my relationship 
with my major teachers has definitely been the most unique of them all. After having 
class with them every day, I have seen the good, the bad, and the ugly, but it has been 
unforgettable and I’m so grateful for the dedication to the students that Mr. Rogers 
and Ms. Hammond have. In closing, I want to thank every teacher that I have had the 
pleasure of having at School of the Arts. I may not have always been the greatest student 
or had the best attitude, but I am full of gratitude for the hard work you all put into the 
school.

Zoe Abedon 

      Through it all, I have complained a decent amount 
considering I probably wouldn’t have been happier at any of the 
other establishments I could have attended for middle and high 
school. The good thing about School of the Arts is that it gives 
you the type of space most kids don’t even know they want until 
around half way through high school. Despite a certain façade 
of resistance and indifference at times, I have always liked 
learning and being at school and even the work that comes with 
it when I am interested in the content. And even when I am not 
interested in school work, the thing I appreciate about School 
of the Arts is that there is always something interesting to turn to in your major or in the 
people around you. 
 Cheers to the Creative Writing program in that regard. Thank you to Mr. 

Hammes and Mrs. Miles and Mrs. Hart and Mr. Scapellato. Scap, I really do 
know how to spell your name even if it is spelled incorrectly in the acknowledgments of 
my senior thesis. My work ethic as a creative writer has waned significantly through the 
years, but I truly appreciate the teachers and the people in that class. I always think to 
myself that if someone had told me as a sixth grader who my closest friends would be in 
my senior year of high school, I would have never believed them. I hold on to that thought 
now going into college. I don’t know the person I will become, but seven years in the same 
place with the same people have shaped me enough that it has become a core part of me 
I will not lose, even if I suddenly decide to join a sorority or become a wild sports fan. If 
for some reason that should happen, I think I will be able to come back to Charleston and 
reconnect with the people I met at School of the Arts as if we hadn’t just spent the last 
several months a coastline apart. For that detail alone, I am grateful for SOA. 
 To the people coming behind me, my wish is for you to challenge things as they 
currently are. They aren’t necessarily the way things are supposed to be. To my friends as 
we diverge, I look forward to seeing who we become and can only hope our paths cross 
again.  
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Sarah McCord 

 In my seven years at School of the Arts, being a visual 
arts major has had the biggest impact on me. It has allowed me 
to learn how to express myself in art and has taught me the value 
of others and their impact on life. We have grown to become a 
family, and I will always treasure my time here because of their 
continuous support and strong relationships. If I had to take one 
thing with me from SOA when I left, it would be them. Thanks 
especially to my art boys for becoming our brothers. Shout outs 
to rivs and p-dog for all the encouragement this year, couldn’t 
have done thesis with confidence without you guys. Also, many 
thanks to Ms. Annie for all her love and laughter and support when I needed it. 
 SOA is remarkable in that it allows us to grow up with one main set of people 
in our major, all different and all connected with similar artistic endeavors. The fact that 
everyone here is incredibly gifted, both artistically and academically is truly amazing. 
You can pass anyone in the hallway and know that you are in the presence of someone 
with extraordinary abilities. You envy their talent but also marvel in the beauty they have 
learned to be in control of and are able to create.
  It sounds all too cheesy, but the truth is I love that I grew up here, and I couldn’t 
imagine high school any other way. Thanks to all my teachers who have believed in me 
and have encouraged me to do my best and have pushed me further even when I didn’t 
want to. My time here has been great and has fully prepared me for what’s to come, so 
thanks SOA; it’s been real. We out.

Dean Spyropolos 

      As I reflect on the past seven years of my education, 
I can only hope to encounter teachers and professors of similar 
magnitude in the coming years. I, and so many others, have 
been molded and guided into adulthood by the educators at 
SOA. While no one teacher is solely responsible, I do thank Ms. 
Drennan for the two years she spent teaching me skills I will 
remember for a lifetime.
     Like many students just entering high school, as 
a ninth grader I did not enjoy reading. In my immaturity, I 
thought reading was futile. I already knew my future lied in 
mathematics and sciences and thought everything else was 
much less important. Put simply: I was close-minded. I came into the class thinking 
Things Fall Apart was just about yams. I hadn’t understood the inner meanings and 
deeper thoughts. Despite this, within a week of meeting Ms. Drennan, it became my 
favorite book. I began to develop an aptitude for analyzing novels and plays and, most 
importantly, drawing a personal connection with each one. Reading became integral to 
my soundness of mind; writing was something through which I could express myself. 
Ms. Drennan steered us as we explored ideas of which we had never heard. We began 
to find our own voice, our own person; our individuality took shape because of all our 
influences: Salinger, Nietzsche, Marx, de Beauvoir… We were forbidden from becoming 
a copy of someone else, but forced to become our own being by opening our minds to the 
thoughts preceding our own.
     Looking back, I detest the person I would have become if I hadn’t met Ms. 
Drennan. In my own ignorance I would be made meaningless and without purpose, 
defined not by my own will but by the directions of another. For my own individuality, I 
could not be more grateful. Thank you, Ms. Drennan.

Olivia DiPaolo 

      If I were entering SOA as a 6th grader, what would I 
do differently over the next seven years? I would go back and tell 
myself to really appreciate how amazing a school I go to. School 
of the Arts has a unique environment and sense of community 
that I haven’t experienced at any other school. 
 The community is one that embraces students’ 
differences and teaches them acceptance. It is one that pushes 
kids to not only excel at academics but also in their art field. 
It knows that creativity should hold just as much importance 
as technical skills such as math and science. This has been 
important to me personally, figuring out what I want to do with 
my life and my career. If I could go back and do these seven years again, I would try 
harder in all of my classes and put my best effort into my major instead of trying to just 
skate by. I would ask my major teacher for more advice and try to get more involved in 
my art field while I was in this sort of environment. 
 I hope to make up for any neglect I have had towards my education when I go 
to college in the fall. I just wish I could go back and tell my younger self to appreciate the 
unique school I go to, and also to tell every new student to do their best work because they 
really will be rewarded by School of the Arts.

Hailey Williams 

 Allow me to start with this syllogism:

 Mr. Scapellato is bald.
 Real men go bald.
 Mr. Scapellato is a real man.

 Anyone who wanted to sum up Mr. Scapellato in one 
phrase would say’ “Scapellato: the brain.” Which, incidentally, 
is the first phrase I typed into Google once starting his Mapping 
the Mind class earlier this year. I’ve not had Scap as a crative 
writing teacher, something I consider to be the single flaw in my creative writing 
experience. However, he’s been part of my life every day since freshman year, and I’ve 
found his presence comforting. 
 I’ve been lucky enough to have spent three class periods this year at his side, 
discussing everything under the sun. It’s lucky I am graduating this year, because I can’t 
imagine an SOA without Mr. Scapellato’s Hawaiian shirts, without his shiny head, or the 
hellos from his pigsty of an office in the mornings. I can’t imagine going on the creative 
writing Beaufort trip freshman and sophomore year without him sitting in a rocking 
chair beside me, or the Lake Logan trip junior and senior year without him to conspire 
with. I’d hate to see creative writing without the green pen he keeps on his lanyard or his 
perfect penmanship that somehow seems to belong on any paper, comingled with high 
school scrawl. I’m lucky to be graduating this year, because I’d hate to end up in front 
of an honor council without Scap’s friendly face. It’s sad to think there will be no more 
Mapping the Mind, no more logical fallacy jokes and the kinds of puns only Scapellato 
and I have ever found amusing. Still, having him around for my four years at SOA has 
made my experience here better than any high school internment should be. 
 No matter what job title he holds, he will always be the friend I cherish and the 
teacher I love, and I like to think that SOA will have been made a better school because 
of him and the students he taught. I’ve found that his Mapping the Mind class, although 
only a year long, has given me more knowledge about what to expect from the real world 
than any other class I’ve taken. As a writer, I’ve found new tools to understanding the 
human psyche, and unlocked my own developing passion for the art of persuasion. Every 
conversation I’ve had this year has somehow fallen into the subjects I’ve been exposed to 
in MTM and I feel like because of Mr. Scapellato, even friendly debate and discussion has 
taken on new meaning. 
 It’s one thing to enjoy writing, to enjoy learning, to enjoy living. It’s another 
altogether to understand it as it is in its purest form. Mr. Scapellato gave me that.

Frank Fabor 

    The teacher that has most impacted my life at SOA 
would a tied between Mr. Reese and Mr. Taylor. Mr. Reese 
was my 10th grade World History teacher and I loved that class. 
While he taught he always find a way to make a joke or go off on 
some funny tangent. I remember just chilling in his room and 
we’d talk about random stuff, or we’d joke around a make fun of 
current events and stuff in our lives. It was from him I learned 
not to generalize people. His big thing was he told us not to 
put people in boxes, but to keep an open mind to the different 
people and ideas. 
 Mr. Taylor was my Probability and Statistics teacher in 
11th grade. It was his first year and we just clicked, he was the only teacher that I could 
start a conversation about stats and end up debating whether Marvel or DC was the better 
comic franchise. In his class I learned not to trust all the graphs, percentages, or numbers 
a company displays without first knowing the information behind it because they might 
have skewed the data to favor themselves. One thing I will always remember from his 
class is that correlation does not equal causation. This is a stats saying but I apply it to 
my everyday life, like just because being young and immaturity are correlated doesn’t 
mean that immaturity is a characteristic of every young person, or like how being African 
American has a correlation with being a criminal, does not mean all African Americans 
are thugs and should be persecuted by the police. 
 Both Mr. Reese and Mr. Taylor have left lasting impressions on my life, they 
both had a part in molding and shaping me into the person I am, and I am so grateful that 
that I can call them both a mentor and teacher.
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Mark Ablonczy  

     In 2025 I intend to be the first man on Mars. This will 
certainly not be an easy feat to accomplish as in order to be one 
of the select few elite individuals qualified for such a mission, I 
will have try extremely hard once I graduate high school. 
 First, I will attend a four year college at the University 
of South Carolina in the school of engineering and computer 
science and graduate with a perfect grade point average in 
mechanical engineering, minoring in aeronautical engineering. 
I will do this by becoming a total social outcast and making my 
life all about studying. It surely won’t be an easy transition, but 
it will be worth it. Next, I will attend graduate school at the University of South Carolina 
for aeronautical engineering, and after two years I will graduate as a very desirable, 
distinguished student at the top of my class. After this I will apply for a paid internship 
at NASA as an aeronautical engineering specialist, for which I will be openly accepted. 
During my internship I will also be very busy beginning my flight training. In order to 
become an astronaut.  
 NASA rules dictate that one must have 1000 in-flight fighter-jet plane hours 
logged, so this will be my next goal. To achieve this I will have to become an officer in the 
US Air Force who actually flies planes, which is in reality a very, very small portion of the 
population of the entire Air Force. To do this I will go to a twelve- week officer training 
school while continuing my internship at NASA. Now it may seem impossible to juggle 
these things, and it is. Anyway, once I become an officer in the US Air Force and have 
served ten years of active duty, the real fun begins (If I’m not dead already). 
 All that is left is to personally get to know the director of NASA, and butter him 
up real nice. After a few months of inviting him over to dinner and sucking up to him like 
never before, I will lightly suggest that maybe I should be the one of those people to go to 
Mars. After some consideration he will realize that I have all the credentials and that I am 
perfect for the job, and he will agree to put all of his support behind me. He will present 
me to the board of space decision making people, and they will agree with him that I am 
quite qualified and agree to let me become a certified NASA astronaut. 
 All that is left now is the months of grueling physical and psychological 
training and then before I know it, I will be shooting off into the stars. My name will be 
remembered forever and it will all be worth it.

Christina Simpson 

       I believe after having the amazing opportunity 
to be an SOA student for the last four years, I have flourished 
academically and artistically as a student and as a person. I’ve 
challenged myself by taking the most difficult and advanced 
courses offered at SOA. I am still proud of my decision of taking 
the road less traveled and believing in my ability to successfully 
handle a heavy workload. I’ve always had a love for learning, 
and I just wanted to push my boundaries as a scholar. Once I 
stopped doubting myself and started believe in myself, I could 
accomplish anything I set my mind to. If you are not your own 
cheerleader, who will be?  This is the same for my pursuit of 
mastering and honing my skills as a visual artist in the last four years. At the beginning 
of freshman year, I liked drawing and painting, but over the course of high school, I have 
fallen in love with visual arts.  I have grown more confident in my voice as an artist, and 
it now shows through my artwork. 
 At first, I would always play it safe with my artwork and draw an image based on 
how appealing it was to the viewer. I didn’t consider my own feeling as an artist and how 
it could be appealing to me. Once I learned how to go outside my comfort zone as an artist 
and explore different mediums and styles, I learned how to express myself and convey 
my innermost thoughts and emotions. I am now a National Scholastic recipient of 7 gold 
keys. I can easily say that SOA has molded me into a better student and artist overall. 
 Also I have met memorable teachers and classmates who have made the 
overall experience of SOA a priceless one. I am blessed to have been in a dynamic and 
supportive environment of amazing and upcoming artists, musicians, and writers from 
our community. I’ve learned to appreciate and embrace other people’s difference as well 
as their talents. This is why the overall experience of being an SOA student has been 
a unique one.  Now that I am close to being a graduate of SOA, I can say I’ve learned 
to speak up for myself, whole heartedly express myself, and love the talent that God 
has bestowed onto me. I look forward to the new adventures that await me at Clemson 
University this fall. 

Bekah Adkins  

    When entering the school as a sixth grader, I was 
extremely terrified of everyone and everything. I barely knew 
anyone, and I was most afraid of not being successful at an arts 
school. When I walked through the doors of the dance room 
I saw a tall, beautiful, yet intimidating woman waiting for us 
all to enter. She introduced herself as Ms. Slowinski. She 
immediately made all of feel so welcomed and comfortable, 
suddenly all of my fears vanished. 
 Throughout the year she challenged me more 
than I ever have been in my life. Every day she pushed 
me to be better than I was the day before. My favorite 
memory from her class is the day she taught a dance to the song “If I Were a  
Boy” by Beyonce. She was a beautiful ballerina, so this was completely out of her comfort 
zone. None of us ever expected that kind of choreography to come from her. However, 
she had so much fun with, and she did not care how she looked doing it. That day she 
taught me to take risks, even if you think you will fail. 
 Ms. Slowinski taught me so many valuable life lessons I will carry with me for 
the rest of my life. I can honestly say I would not be the dancer I am today without her. I 
am forever thankful for the short time I had with her.

Lana Bagley 

    My years at School of the Arts are coming to an end. 
However, these past years will be years that will not be forgotten. 
My sixth grade year at School of the Arts was exhilarating to 
say the least. New friends, new campus, not your typical nap 
time and snack type of school. It was fun to meet all the people 
I will be graduating with this very year, and might I add that 
we have all changed for the better. Seventh grade was awfully 
painful; the awkward and ugly stages of your life. Actually, eight 
grade was just as terrible due to the fact that that was when big 
cheerleading bows and peace signs were cool. 
 Freshman year was the year where kind of a blur 
getting into the swing of adult life as well as trying to fit in with your upper classmen. 
Sophomore year was quit the year because I finally wasn’t the bottom of the food chain 
and you finally got into the swing of classes, GPAs, etc. Junior year however was the best 
out of all the years spent at School of the Arts at the time because school was not as hard 
as it used to be academically and you finally have good friends. 
 All in all, senior year has been the best year of my years at School of the Arts. 
Though the bumps in the road, the stress, the tears, it has all been worth it and I could 
not have asked for a better senior year. Although my years at School of the Arts have not 
always been great, I would not have wanted to go to any other high school in Charleston 
County. As a future School of the Arts alumni, I will always proudly call Charleston 
County School of the Arts my home. 

Gabby Dizon 

    Mr. Brehm and his Economics and Government 
classes have had the strongest impact on me. Mr. Brehm didn’t 
just teach us about the subjects, but has also taught us about 
real life. He knows that high school does not teach you about 
the real world or real world situations in which every single one 
of us will encounter at some point in our lives. He has taught us 
about taxes, loans, reasoning our amendments in the real world, 
etc. Mr. Brehm is such an intelligent man and if I were to come 
back to visit SOA he would be one of the three teachers I would 
visit.

Sean Fitzgibbon 

 I would have to say that the teacher who has had the 
strongest and most lasting impact on my life would have to be 
Mr. Brehm. Not only has he captured my attention about 
economics and government, he has made a personal connection 
to me. He has inspired me to purse my life to the fullest, but 
more importantly, he has taught me how to survive in a global 
economy.
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Julia Brisbane 

      In 2025, I will be an A-List celebrity with multiple 

apartments in California, including a mansion in Miami. I 

intend on accomplishing this by moving to Los Angeles directly 

after college. In Los Angeles, I will have used the rest of my 

savings to buy an apartment and will have started working at 

a boutique. One day after work, I will run into a reality TV star 

who a cute outfit for their photo shoot in Beverly Hills. Having 
offered to help them and opening up the boutique to find them 
something to wear, she will then ask me to join her in the 

photo shoot. After attending the photo shoot and talking to the 

photographer, I am invited to a party at Brew Palms. This party 
is where I start networking with people. With my new friend’s help, I get a manager who 

first schedules me to produce some headshots for ad campaigns and modeling jobs.  I 
also find a publicist so I can make more public appearances around different venues filled 
with other celebrities.

 After getting a manager and a publicist, I become a D-List celebrity. I start 

working in ad campaigns with several companies and get several acting gigs. I travel 

to Las Vegas, Miami, New York, London, and Dubai, just to make appearances at 

restaurants. As I become obsessed with my new lifestyle, life in Hollywood gets harder. 
My manager will call me every hour with new ad campaigns, I am harassed by paparazzi, 

and a wannabe Paris Hilton will try to ruin my reputation. For extra bolts of energy, I 
will have to tap pigeons, seagulls, and mailboxes. For extra cash, I will have to go work at 
DASH or even work at my old boutique.
 By the time I have made my way up to the A-List, and maybe on the Forbes list, I 
will have 68.8 million followers on Twitter. I will have walked fashion runways, attended 

red carpet events, completed several acting gigs, and have been recognized on the street 

for my work promoting motor oil, sneakers, and generic vitamin water. With all of my 

accomplishments, I will be one of the most famous people in Hollywood, maybe even 
more famous than Kim Kardashian. 

Liam Brunson 

   There are many influential teachers that have passed 
through my life at SOA. There is one teacher that has had the 

most impact on my life while I was here. That teacher would be 

Mrs. Debra Benson. 

 When I first met Mrs. Benson, this very short and kind 
of strict teacher intimidated me. Little did I know she would 

become my second mom. Her relationship with not only me, 
but all the other senior piano majors, has become so close that 

she is practically a den mother for us.  She is never too busy 

for anybody and always willing to help. She has taken my piano 

playing career to new heights, far beyond what I thought was 

possible. She also gave me a greater appreciation for not just piano, but for music in 

general. We can talk to her about personal relationships, problems, and other things. 

When they say Mrs. Benson knows all; she really does. If we are having a bad day, she’ll 
boost us up, and if we are getting a little crazy, she knows how to calm things down. 

Once I got to senior year things started to get bittersweet. I knew that this time next 
year she wouldn’t be one of the teachers I’d be around.  At thesis when she had all the 

senior piano majors on stage, I could here her voice start to crack and could see here 

tearing up. This tugged on my heartstrings immensely. I almost shed that one tear. 

Almost. I remember talking to her one time and she responded with, “I love you guys but 

sometimes I want to knock your heads together.” Mrs. Debra Benson, let me go ahead 
and wrap this up before I get too emotional. You will be extremely missed and hopefully 
we will see each other on the flip sometime soon. 

Matt Boyle 

   In 2025 I want to be a successful businessman, 

travelling across the globe to meetings in various countries, 

or sitting down in a conference room for a Skype meeting with 

business associates from all around the world, having graduated 

with a four-year degree in International Business from the Darla 
Moore School of Business at the University of South Carolina. 
I plan on getting there by focusing on and mastering another 

foreign language. While the world is so intertwined through 

the use of electronics and the internet nowadays, face to face 

communication is still a very vital part of the business world. 

Learning the common language used in whichever part of the 

world I plan on focusing my business endeavors is a must if I want to survive in the ever 

competitive field of business. 
 I intend to spend at least two semesters studying abroad in my selected area 

of the world, either Brazil or Germany preferably. Studying abroad will immensely help 
with my fluency in Portuguese and German as I would be exposed to it everywhere. 
Living among native speakers will force me to learn their language at an accelerated 

pace with little room for error. Spending time in these countries would also give me the 

opportunity to gain a deeper appreciation for their respective cultures and ways of life, 

making communication with business contacts there easier. 

 While I’m there, I’ll not only be taking college courses but I’ll also be interning 

with multi-international companies at the same time. This will allow me to experience 
and acquire the ideal work ethic after I’ve left the college scene and I’m working for one 

of these companies out in the real world.

Emily Baxley 

 Teacher Cadets has had the strongest impact on me at 

School of the Arts. This year, it was taught by Mrs. Yackey. We 

had ten students in the class: four from Academic Magnet, six 
from School of the Arts. 

 Mr. Reese was the one who convinced me I would 

be a teacher before I even knew it! He looked at me the first 
day of my sophomore year and straight up told me I would be a 

teacher. I protested, saying that I had other plans. Come to find 
out, I would be a teacher! During my junior year IGP meeting, I 
signed up for Teacher Cadets and I got one step closer to being a teacher!

 In Teacher Cadets, I learned how people develop socially, morally, physically, 

and cognitively. Having learned that, I better understand why people do the things they 
do. I also learned about lesson planning and how to deal with issues that may arise in the 

classroom. The academic aspect of the class is truly interesting. 

 I also got to do field experience in Teacher Cadets. It’s like a mini field trip every 
day! For a couple of months, I went to North Charleston Creative Arts Elementary to Ms. 
Donnahoo’s first grade class and sat in on their reading time. I would listen to students 
read, see what they would write, and ask them to tell me about what they’re reading. I even 

got to teach a few lessons! Field experience definitely affirmed my choice of majoring in 
Early Childhood and Elementary Education in college. This was a wonderful experience 
with a great group of munchkins.

 But besides the academic aspect, Teacher Cadets has really helped me make 
it through senior year. At the beginning of the year, it was made clear to the cadets that 

we would be in close quarters and needed to get comfortable with each other. We all got 

along well from the start. We’ve all been there for each other through the triumphs and 

struggles of the year whether it had to do with college acceptance, home life, or deciding 

what piercing to get. Having this support system was invaluable, especially when going 
through such a trying time. 

 Mrs. Yackey is what really made this class amazing. Her constant positivity 
and passion for life is so contagious. She reminded us daily that we were amazing, loved 

humans. Having to face crazy scenarios every day of senior year, it was great to have such 
a positive role model. 

 Teacher Cadets is the BEST class ever, and I am so glad I got the chance to be a 
part of it.

Jane Hilton 

    Surrounded by rapid change in our society today, 

I’m anxious to see what awaits me in the year 2025. In this 
highly anticipated year, I will be twenty eight years of age and a 

graduate of Clemson University. As of right now I am interested 
in pursuing occupational therapy, which is a master’s level 

program, but as statistics have shown, most students change 

their occupational interests several times before graduating 

college. Whether I am in the health field or not, I want to be a 
successful, independent and content woman ready to take on 

life as it comes. I will be well educated regarding the career I 

pursue in order to ensure that it is the best for me. Not only do I 

want to be educated by books and professors, but educated in the sense that I know I am 

capable to take on and do what is taught, and that I enjoy doing it. I strive to be the best 

I can be in the year 2025, and to be doing something that is not only beneficial to me but 
others as well.  
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Arthur Harris 

    The value of an SOA education is equal to its weight 
in gold.  Of course it does not actually have a physical weight but 
it does hold a lot of weight in people’s minds.  It carries with it 
a reputation that almost everyone throughout the Lowcountry 
respects.  The reason it has such a good reputation is because 
School of the Arts is a place where new ideas are not suppressed 
and creativity flourishes.  In this way School of the Arts is ahead 
of the curve on secondary education.  This concept of trying 
to bring out diversity in perspectives is found in colleges and 
universities but not in high schools.  Hopefully, the rest of the 
United States will follow suit on the way School of the Arts 
educates its students because then the future generations of this nation will be given 
what they all deserve: a valued public education.

Megan Hoffman 

    My years at SOA have been short, compared to 
those of you who have been going here since the 6th grade, but 
wonderful nonetheless. Though I will be leaving most of my life 
here in these halls, I will forever cherish the values and people 
that I have acquired since arriving on campus that August 
morning in 2011. When August comes along this year, I will not 
be returning to these halls. 
 I will be going to college, experiencing new things and 
paving the way for my future. In 2025, I hope to be back here 
in Charleston, teaching music in schools as well as teaching 
private lessons. I intend on making this happen through 
attending college and internships. I will be majoring in Music Education this upcoming 
year at Coastal Carolina. For this course, I will be required to take a few internships in 
the schools around Horry County. This major will teach me all of the skills I need to learn 
to become a music educator, such as proper diction in 4 languages, piano, solo and choir 
singing, conducting, teaching techniques and theory classes. 
 Becoming a vocal teacher has always been a dream of mine, because I want to 
be able to teach kids the value of singing, and maybe impact someone’s life like my vocal 
coach has impacted mine. Overall, in 2025 I hope I am creating music and that I am 
happy.

Demetria Middleton 

   Reflecting back on my years at School of the Arts I 
would have to say, I’ve had the time of my life. From being able 
to showcase my talents and excell in academics, to creating 
unforgettable bonds, SOA has really had a large impact on the 
person I am today. 
 Auditioning for dance in the fifth grade, I never knew 
how much the arts would later have on my life. Everyone I have 
encountered throughout my years have been either a blessing or 
a lesson and in every situation I have learned something new. 
The teachers push you beyond your ‘limitations’ proving that 
you’ve got so much more in you than what you think while your peers are right there 
beside you challenging you, setting higher standards and goals for you to achieve. My 
love for dance has grown tremendously and it is one thing I cannot see myself without. 
 As I leave this place I would just like to thank everyone who has supported 
me along the journey and to say to all students, never let the grade define or alter your 
love for anything, especially your talent. Uniqueness comes from within and can never 
be measured by the thoughts of anyone other than yourself. SOA is the place where I 
have learned to appreciate all artistic abilities and styles and have met so many talented 
people. When I leave this place, I leave no regrets behind because I lived, I loved, I was 
here...so long SOA!

Olivia Givens 

    As I sit here and start to reflect on my short years at 
SOA many memories and experiences come to mind. My story 
at SOA starts out a little later than everyone else. When I first 
walked through the hails of SOA as a new junior, I was quite 
intimidated by all the relationships that have been built since 
6th grade or even freshman year. Everyone was inviting but I 
still never felt completely comfortable around everyone. Being 
an outsider, I never exactly understood why there where so 
many cliques established throughout the grades and even in the 
majors. I enjoy having many different types of friends and not 
sticking to one clique, even though I have been told that there is 
no such thing as “floaters” at SOA. 
 I ended up figuring out who I was supposed to be and becoming content with 
that.  I have spoken of some negative aspects of SOA but in reality there are quite a few 
positives. I have built many strong relationships with students and teachers that I plan to 
keep after I graduate. SOA has given me many different opportunities to travel and learn 
aspects in my major that I would have never been able to experience. The family aspect 
that my major class has built is so reassuring to know that these people will forever be a 
huge part of my life. 
 These last two years has produced a handful of moments that will forever be 
engraved in my mind as moments when I was truly my happiest. SOA has taught me 
endless amounts of life lessons and has helped me mature for future endeavors. I am 
intrigued to see how my life will unfold but I am forever grateful for the friends and 
family I have found at SOA and how they will impact my future. 

Mary Madden 

   I remember entering the high school band room at 
the old campus. All I wanted was to be a part of it. Everything 
seemed to gleam with sentimental value, and you could smell 
the passion in the air. But what struck me the most was the band 
director, Dr. Basil Kerr. His aura was compassionate and 
kind, and suggested he possessed a level of respect that I did 
not yet understand. I remembered him from my music audition 
for SOA. Percussionists were issued a test consisting of playing 
simultaneous rhythms tapped out by hand. Mr. Kerr sat down 
next to me, and proceeded to see what I was capable of. I think 
he knew from the get go that I was going to be a drummer… 
After successfully responding to all of his rhythmic challenges, he smiled and told me 
how impressed he was at my ability at such a young age. He was the first teacher to instill 
inside of me a sense of pride. He is who gave me my desire.
 Once I reached high school, all I thought about was going to band. It was all I 
enjoyed doing at school. There’s just something about playing a piece of music with an 
ensemble that feels indescribably rewarding. Everyone has to listen and really understand 
one another and how you fit in to the rest of the band. Being lead by a single person 
standing in front of you makes you feel like part of something greater. Mr. Kerr has 
an ability to make everyone feel confident. I’ve always admired that about him. He went 
out of his way to make sure I was happy. He made my experience at SOA comfortable, 
at times spoiling me by letting me make a well needed pot of coffee. We shared a mutual 
understanding that we wanted what was best for each other, and I will always love him 
for the respect and knowledge he’s given me for the past four years.

Savanna Osborne 

   If I were entering SOA as a sixth grader, there would 
be a few things I might change about the path that I took over 
these past 7 years. 
 Not that I regret anything, of course, because that 
would require the capacity to put energy into an emotion and 
considering that this is the end of my senior year, that ability is 
far beyond me. But still, as the choices I’ve made have stacked 
up over the years, gradually and yet rapidly at the same time, I 
can look back and see what I could’ve done differently. 
 I could have worked harder. I could have skipped less. 
I could have set aside more time for my own life rather than 
investing in empty connections. I could have found myself sooner rather than later. I 
could have done a lot. And yet I did, even in the mistakes that I’ve made. I’ve come this 
far. Needless to say, I am thankful beyond reason that I am not a sixth grader entering 
SOA or any school for that matter. 

Paris Scott 

 By the year 2025 I see myself 6 feet under. I plan to 
live so quick and hard that my life end fairly soon. I will have 
died by 2023 and the latest so I predict that by the year 2025 
my coffin will have mostly rotted through and my body will have 
decayed to the point of minor bone exposure. In preparation for 
my death I plan on replacing all of my teeth with gold. By the 
time my body has reached the last stages of decay and my bones 
are gone, I want the only remaining part of me to be my gold 
teeth so that the people of the future know that I’m a top down 
chrome spinning kind of person.
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Avery Clontz 

    My years at SOA have been long but also very short. 
I remember starting in sixth grade and writing our letters to 
rising sixth graders. All seven of the years that I have been at 
SOA, the time has flown by. It’s really interesting to see how 
much people can change just over this short amount of time. 
Everyone influences each other whether we know it or not. I’ve 
seen people’s styles change because one person dared to be 
different. Because of one person, everyone starts to change their 
style. People can also change personalities just by hanging out 
with a certain crowd. Guys and girls who were best friends split 
off and create new adventures with new people; sometimes for 
the better. But the one thing that really impacts a student in their middle and high schools 
years is their group of teachers. Teachers have the ability to shape a student in ways they 
can never imagine. Just by one teacher saying “Good job” or “You’re doing really well,” 
they can open up a whole new world for that student. Just by that one comment, that 
student can go from a C and D grade level to all A’s and getting into whatever college they 
want. 
 One teacher that I really particularly liked was Mr. Williams. I had his class 
for Algebra 3 in 11th grade. He wasn’t just some ordinary teacher that taught the standard 
algebra. He taught us things that we are actually going to need in life. I honestly think 
that his class is the only relevant class that I’ve taken in all 12 years of schooling, besides 
government and economics. He sat down and pretended to be a car salesman while we 
figured out exactly how much our car was going to cost and exactly how good of a deal we 
were getting. This is something that we are actually going to need. I’m not going to need 
geometry for the profession I’m going in to. I’m definitely going to need to know how to 
buy a car though. I have all of the those papers saved and ill probably be taking them with 
me everywhere I go for the next 20 years depending on when I want to buy a car. I never 
want to forget how to do all of that because it could actually save me a ton of money. One 
other thing he taught us was to start building our credit score as soon as we can. That’s 
going to make it possible for us to buy a house and a car later in life and it’s going to help 
us get a loan if needed. This is definitely one thing I will always remember. Students 
remember the teachers that believed in them and taught them the life lessons they need 
know.

Tevin Deas 

  The class that had the most impact on me at my four 
years of SOA would definitely have to be my Piano class. When 
I first came into this school, I didn’t know anyone in my major 
class, but over the years, I feel as if we are just one big family. My 
piano class has had a lasting social and educational impact that 
I will never be able to forget.  The students that I have been able 
to bond and create a relationship with in my class have truly 
made being at SOA a joyful experience. Without them, I don’t 
know how I would have gotten through these long four years of 
high school. Indirectly, they have taught me that family doesn’t 
always have to be who you’ve grown up with in your household 
- but family is the people you’ve grown to love and appreciate.

Devin Donaldson 

    You know, there are many aspects about high school 
that are absolutely terrible. Pretty much almost everything 
seems like pure misery, but then there are the few things that 
get us through these torturous four years. For me, that’s the 
people of SOA. Yes ok. I know I don’t know a ton of people at 
SOA; I know that not everyone is sugar, spice, and everything 
nice, but to you kids, or you teachers, or you janitors who are, 
shout out to you all because sometimes you just turn those days 
of undeniable gloom into an aurora of positivity.  
 The problem is I’ve never really thanked you guys. So 
here’s my attempt to recognize those people who are just good 
people. I may not know you very well, but thanks for making me feel like a Beyonce 
when I’m only a Devin. You’re the reason I survived. Thanks to the awesome freshmen 
including Malachi Jones, Eli, Patrick, Jessica, and even Caleb. Thanks to Daphne 
Brion for always talking to me in the bathroom! Thanks to Mrs. Rogers for answering 
my repetitive questions and telling great stories. Thanks to Sarah Courville, Sarah 
McCord, Sara Russell and all the other Sarahs out there for just making me smile every 
time I see you. Thank you to Peyton Corder for recognizing that I am feminine! Thanks 
to every history teacher I’ve ever had here. You taught me how to apply information 
in a deeper, intellectual manner. You are all so wise, and I honestly think the history 
department of SOA could run America. Thanks Nolan! Sorry I couldn’t have you play 
in my thesis! Also thanks to Delaney McLernon. You are super sweet. Thanks Mrs. 
Moore for your patience while helping me get money receipts straightened out for Art 
Camp. Thanks to that random chick in the hallway who always says hi to me… I don’t 
know your name, but you are still amazing. Thanks Mrs. Owensby and Mrs. Fairchild 
for making me love math in middle school! Thanks to Kelsey Costa for showing us how 
to stand up for what we believe in. Thank you Ted, Sabrina, and Hannah. Thank you 
Katy LeBarron and Callie McLean so much for being beautiful and intelligent yet 
humble! Gracias to my girl Tanya and BJ for always lighting up my day! LAP, thanks 
for being so maternal.  
 Thank you to those organized people who give so much to others: Maddie 
DePuy, Carly Edwards, and Kathy with a “K.” Thankyou FITZ for just dealing with 
me and listening to me blabber. Biggest thanks to Claudia Ludden for being my rock. 
Last but not least, a huge thank you goes to Younts and Mrs. Link for giving me the 
opportunity to come here. All my friends, thank you. You future SOA alumni, keep up the 
good work! I know I missed a ton of names, so thanks to everyone who has a personality 
so strong, it could make Demetrius lose an arm wrestle.

Neva Ferantelli 

  I have moved around a lot, been to many different 
schools, and I can sincerely say that SOA has taught me so 
much more than I could expect from anywhere else. An SOA 
education is greater than just academics. Its greater than the 
arts. My time at SOA has taught me that anyone can be heard, 
anyone can make a difference, and everyone has something 
important to contribute. I always appreciated that our academic 
class were not run like a strict dictatorship, but rather a beautiful 
democracy. I always felt safe to share my ideas and contribute 
to the discussion. My creative process was never hindered or 
questioned. I learned that just because someone’s thoughts and 
views differ from mine, does not make them invalid. SOA has a genuine and accepting 
environment. Almost every student, and every teacher is prepared to help you in anyway 
they can. SOA is more than a school. It is a learning community, and it’s a family. I can 
not imagine where I would be today if I did not attend SOA. I have grown in my art, my 
confidence, my acceptance, my knowledge, and my desire to realize my full potential. 
Thank you, everyone.

Madi Hall 

    Senior thesis for Visual Arts was one of the most 
memorable experiences I have had during my time at SOA. 
Completing twenty-four pieces over the course of a year for an 
AP class is no easy task, and it took a lot of work to complete. 
Despite the inevitable procrastination (*cough* Tavaris 
*cough*) and the class’s blatant time-wasting, everyone 
completed their portfolios on time.
 For the portfolio, you must create twelve pieces in a 
concentration, or on a theme that you identify strongly with or 
that you find interesting enough to spend a few months working 
on. By the end of the year, everyone was undoubtedly tired of their concepts but the 
relief of completing a year long portfolio was something everyone felt. While imagining 
concepts and designs you inevitably grow as an artist and think of better and more 
complex ideas throughout the year. It’s amazing to look back on your portfolio and look 
at the comparatively simple pieces you created at the beginning of the year to the ones 
created towards the end. There is no better way to improve your art than to practice 
through taking AP Studio.
 There are several different AP portfolios you can create, including 2-D design, 
drawing, and 3-D design.Everyone in our senior class found their preference and created 
portfolios distinctive to their personal outlook and interests. It was really interesting 
to see the ideas our senior class had in a way we had never seen before. Of course we 
had all done projects together in previous years but twenty-four pieces, especially the 
concentration, were a way that we could all see the talents and growth of our class, even 
within just a year. We were able to explore territory we had never imagined we would 
cross and explore ideas in pieces we had only drawn in our sketchbooks.
 I am really going to miss our senior visual artists and all of the things we’ve 
gotten up to as well as being in a room full of incredibly talented people, everyday at 1:35 
pm. 
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Alika Smith 

  An SOA education differs in many ways from the 
traditional high school education. The largest factor in this 
difference is the inclusion of artistic majors. Being a music major 
allowed me to learn in both the orchestra and wind ensemble. 
I feel that both groups offered many unique experiences that 
aren’t readily available at other high schools. 
 There is a feeling of family in every major that 
ultimately extends to the entire student class. This feeling 
stems from the middle school, which a large majority of our 
class attended. Growing up with the same people through seven 
years of schooling makes for a very close-knit class that was 
surprisingly accepting of new students. Playing soccer at Stall 
High School allowed me to see what another high school is like. Their student body is 
nothing like ours in terms of closeness. Their program also lacks most of the art classes 
that are offered at our school. I feel as though this forfeits a sense of unity, as sharing an 
interest in arts helps connect us. 
 This connection between students is also felt with teachers. SOA teachers are 
very easy to work with and want nothing but the success of their students. This made 
keeping up in classes easier and improved the overall experience in class. I never felt as 
though I was declined attention from a teacher when I needed it. Teachers are surprisingly 
passionate about their subjects and really make it easy to learn subject material in their 
classes. This is unique in that teachers at SOA seem to be more passionate and exceptional 
at their subjects. 
 The major teachers really help differentiate an SOA education. The major 
teachers act as the heads of each family within SOA. They give us guidance and act as 
parental figures. Learning from the same teachers for four years helps steadily build 
relationships with them. My teacher, Mr. Kerr, auditioned me for sixth grade and has 
since seen me grow into the person I am today. He has not only helped me grow as a 
musician, but also as an individual. Although the academic teachers are all amazing, this 
extra guidance was unique to Mr. Kerr. He helped me learn to get over nerves when 
performing in front of a crowd, helped me to become more responsible with practice and 
work, and overall pushed me to be a better person. 
 An SOA education is very valuable in that it holds so much more than traditional 
academics. It holds a family and elements that promote growth as an individual. I am 
very fortunate to have been able to acquire such an education as well as experience and 
look forward to going into the future with it in hand.

Maddy Walsh 

 When describing Mr. Kerr’s attitude towards his 
students, one can only think of one word: encouragement. 
 This year, preparing for my senior thesis, I was 
planning to drop the beatbox piece altogether but he talked me 
out of it. He told me to practice every day with a microphone so 
I could hear myself. That alone helped and made me realize that 
when I was practicing, I couldn’t hear myself how others could. 
He told me I could definitely learn the piece in time, and as it 
turned out, I mastered the art of fluteboxing just in time for my 
thesis. 
 I had a free block this year, so I decided to become a 
teacher monitor for him. During that class, we have had many tea/coffee talks about 
music and life. Those conversations are what helped bring to light my love of music and 
my need to do it for the rest of my life. Throughout high school, I was never set in what 
I wanted to do with my life. Music therapy had been on my mind for a few years, but I 
was afraid of it to due to the lack of job security. Mr. Kerr convinced me that it didn’t 
matter as long as I was doing something I enjoyed. I knew that if I followed my heart to 
music therapy, I would be satisfied. Mr. Basil Kerr is a wonderful influence on all of his 
students. 

Loren Wells 

  I have learned a plethora of things during seat time 
at SOA but there have been three defining examples that stand 
out: Mr. Brehm, Mr. Smyth, and Mr. Scapellato. 
 Mr. Brehm has taught me that you need to think for 
yourself…critical thinking…forming your own opinions…don’t 
be the cookie cutter person. He made me see how biased the 
world can be and how you need to take both sides of the story 
and decide for yourself what you will believe. 
 Mr. Smyth showed me the world…literally (in World 
History), but then I had to take Arts and Humanities as well 
and I saw, through the repetitive and continuous repeating 
of history, that there is so little I know of the world at large. He inspired me with his 
infectious enthusiasm for knowledge and I am honestly more interested in the arts and 
specific eras, biographies, etc. than I ever was before. 
 Mr. Scapellato has inspired me with his ambitions…seriously…working in a 
hospital, slaving as a teacher, being a Dad and drummer, all while studying for the SC 
Bar Exam and then becoming a lawyer on top of it all (not to mention a million other 
things)…it’s truly inspiring. I love when people disprove my assumptions that life is only 
a short, single track, one career kind of thing. 
 Kudos to all three of these teachers who taught me to design my own brain, to 
love exploring knowledge, and to go after every dream I ever have no matter how old I 
get. 

Demetrius Jenkins 

 When I was in fifth grade and it was around the time 
for my mom and I had to decide on what middle school I will 
be attending, SOA and Charleston Math and Science were the 
two options that we were weighing. SOA was the obvious choice 
because of the high standards and good reputation the school 
has for its excellent arts and academics. 
 Going to SOA not only has helped me grow as an artist, 
but also taught me and give me knowledge inside the classroom 
to help me in my future career. If I was entering SOA as a sixth 
grader again, the only thing that I would do differently would 
maybe be more understanding and caring of others feelings. I 
would do this because am a coy, but blunt and sometimes abrasive person and I have 
realized how this can hurt or offend others who don’t understand me at times. 
 The teachers that have impact me the strongest would be Mr. Brehm and 
Mr. Reese. These teachers have had the strongest impact to me at SOA because their 
standards and methods of teaching are unique and the lessons they taught not only 
helped me in the actual class, but I can also apply what I have learned from the two 
teachers when I enter the real world. 
 In the year 2025 I want to be working in my career of civil engineering either in 
the Air Force or just as a civilian. I intend on making this happen by attending The Citadel 
Military College and graduating with my bachelors’ degree in science and engineering. 
Being at SOA has been a unique and interesting experience. I have really grown close and 
bonded with a lot of my classmates, teachers, and staff over the years. Each day I have 
been at SOA was like being on a TV show about a high school filled with weird, but yet 
happy and strange people and I can truly say it has been an interesting experience. 

Victor Mardikian 

 A School of the Arts experience is not your typical high 
school experience. Instead of homecoming you have Jump Jive 
and Wail, the jazz concert where students dance all evening. 
Instead of football games you have performances in the Rose 
Marie Myers Theatre. Instead of electives you have artists 
who participate in a major, cultivating their talent and sharing 
it with their peers.  At School of the Arts, being different is 
encouraged. My multi-cultural background has been embraced 
by others throughout these four years as I have been immersed 
into American culture while sharing French culture with others. 
My passion for piano has been fueled by the  healthy learning 
environment in which School of the Arts has fostered. Along the way you’ll see teachers 
and faculty who care about their students and students themselves who are tolerant of 
each other. It has been a great opportunity to be able to finish my secondary education in 
such a unique environment, and I strongly believe it has prepared me well for college.

Astrid McGlone 

 Being fortunate enough to be admitted into SOA, it 
has provided me with an education like no other. It’s hard to 
imagine what life would have been like if I had gone to a normal 
high school, one with much more people and less personality. 
I think that in years to come I will miss being able to do my 
major every day; getting an hour and a half every morning to 
collect my thoughts, write (or procrastinate, but for the sake of 
this essay I’ll say write) and be in the company of people that 
share a similar passion. No other high schools in the area offer 
a program for everyone’s talents as extraneous yet personable 
as at SOA. 
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Anna Kalik 

   It’s very hard to answer what I would do if I were 
entering SOA again as a sixth grader, because obviously it’s 
been a while since I was that age.
 I’ve only just reached the end of my middle/high school career, 
and I actually entered in the seventh grade. I was a shy 12 year 
old girl whose past schooling consisted of a private school class 
of nine other kids whom I had been beside since before I knew 
how to talk. So saying the pledge in a trailer with a class of 30 
kids I didn’t know, not to mention they all knew each other, was 
terrifying. I wish I could have opened up more. I wish I could 
have put myself out there. 
 And then obviously throughout the years as I grew into myself and realized a 
little more about who I am, I made life time friends. I also met the kind of kids they warn 
you about on television. Though not so dramatized, there were bullies. I wish I knew it 
had nothing to do with me. I wish I could have stood up for myself and been as confident 
as I am now. Ultimately, everyone grows as a person through their school experiences, as 
did I, so it’s hard to say I’d even want to change the fact that I experienced these things, 
because they did really make me stronger. 
 I’m not sure I would change anything educationally. I always understood the 
amazing opportunity I was given, especially in the creative writing program. I wish I 
hadn’t been so sensitive about workshop and the peer conferences, because ultimately 
I learned more about my writing through my peers. Everything I have experienced 
throughout my six years at SOA has contributed to who I am today. I cried when I opened 
that acceptance letter in the sixth grade and I’ll cry leaving SOA, June 4. Time goes by 
very fast, so with each year  left at SOA, cherish everything, and try to regret nothing 
because all the good and all the bad make you a better person in the end. 

Destiny Meadows 

   An SOA education is extremely invaluable. I came 
to SOA in the 9th grade from a private school that wasn’t the 
most accepting or diverse. The atmosphere at SOA is completely 
different in such a good way. The people here actually care 
about each other and respect their differences. The majors are 
like a big family full of amazing people. Everyone supports each 
other in all of their endeavors and everything they do. Every 
competition has been an amazingly positive experience. The 
teachers have great personalities and actually enjoy doing their 
jobs and teaching people. The curriculum taught here is actually 
challenging and informative. Every class that I’ve ever been in 
has challenged me to think critically. I think that being at SOA has given me the tools 
that I need to succeed in college. I will cherish and dearly miss everyone and all of my 
experiences at SOA.  

Elle Root 

   The value of an SOA education is practically identical 
to any other education: you get out of it what you put into it. But 
at SOA we have access to materials, teachers, and facilities that 
the greater majority doesn’t:  to whom much is given, much is 
expected. I feel, as a whole, the SOA faculty and student body 
does not take full advantage of the blessing we have as a school. 
There is a lot of complaining, poor performance, and general 
selfishness within our school. Even though as a whole we do not 
have nearly as much to complain about. But that is not a trend 
that has to continue. Everything changes at some point; I just 
hope we aren’t too lazy to make a difference now. 
 Fundamentally the things of this world lack value until we assign it. Value can 
fluctuate based on how much you believe something is worth.  Life takes faith, faith 
takes work, and that makes life beautiful. Something that has become increasingly clear 
throughout my education at SOA is that I can really only be accountable for myself. I have 
control over what I do and how I do it. That is the value of an SOA education. Humans 
are fallible, that’s the beauty of our existence. We are creatures of imperfection helplessly 
striving for the unattainable. As a society, our definition of perfection shifts as the culture 
shifts. Honestly, in this day and age, we are much too selfish to achieve anything great. 
We are a culture of abusive consumption. We are a culture of narcissism. We are a culture 
of self-indulgence. But we are a culture that can change. Once we, as a school start to 
achieve not only for ourselves but for other people, we can start to truly succeed. 
 Education in this country can be a blessing. Education at this school can be 
an even greater one. But things like that do not just happen. We have to work to give 
ourselves the best chance we can. Life is full of obstacles, but it is our job to make those 
obstacles opportunities.  

Amelia Nielsen 

   When I came to School of the Arts in the sixth grade, 
I never expected my major to have such a large impact on me as 
it has. Through the years, creative writing has been something 
that has been steady in my life, and because of this it has become 
a second home. 
 Having an atmosphere where I can freely express 
myself has been an amazing experience and if I had gone 
anywhere else, I wouldn’t have that as much as I do here. 
Creative writing has helped me find myself and discover things 
I never really knew about myself until I had written about it. 
 The teachers have become important mentors in my 
life, ones that I don’t know what I’ll do without, and the whole class has become a family 
to me. I am so excited to see where everyone goes in life, but I am sad to have all of us part 
ways right now. 

Maddy Seabrook 

 If I were entering as a sixth grader, I can’t say I 
would change much. If anything, I would tell myself not to 
take everything so seriously. Even now, I am metaphorically 
sweating over saying something poignant and profound yet 
witty and classy. People may expect things of you, but odds are 
they don’t think of you nearly as much as you think they do, so 
you might as well make yourself happy. Ultimately I can’t say 
that I would change too much. Not because every year was the 
glimmering pentacle of the adolescent experience, but because 
everything I can say now that I could change, I can say because I 
learned from the experience. I would spend less time trying to figure out how to be happy 
and instead just live in the present. 
 Instead, I’ll roughly compile what I have learned either through my own 
experiences or things I’ve observed: Don’t base the creation of your art on what your 
classmates are doing. If they’re doing their thing well, find your own thing to do well. Not 
everybody can write about putting out cigarettes in coffee cups just as not everybody can 
write about walking on the beach in the sunlight.  
 It isn’t bad to have quirks; everybody has them, but don’t try to make yourself 
seem quirkier than you really are. Just be genuine, whoever that may be.
 Work hard. Always. You won’t regret it. Give yourself a break from it, though. 
Do work you’re proud of and you’ll feel better about yourself and other people will trust 
you. It’s easier and more relaxing to take a day off than to have six semi-lazy days and do 
week’s worth of shoddy work in one day. 
 Additionally, don’t expect perfection from yourself in every job you do. That’s 
doing yourself a disservice.  It’s okay to want to be alone sometimes. Don’t feel like you 
have to always be with friends or stick with the same group of people. Maintain your own 
identity. Alternatively, don’t be afraid to make friends. Not everybody hates you. Odds 
are, fewer people dislike you than you think. 
 Feel free to like things. It’s boring and sad when you pretend like you’re above 
everything. Don’t let fear of what other people think about your interests affect your like 
for them. Odds are, somebody shares that same thing. Don’t worry about being edgy. 
Be friendly with your teachers but still respect them. Really, respect them. 

Mia Silvestri 

 When reflecting on the aspects of SOA, I have to think 
about the person I have become. SOA eminates a sense of 
creative growth that has allowed me to become an artist that I 
never imagined. 
 One of the ways this is accomplished is the atmosphere. 
The SOA environment and the students and friends that have 
surrounded me have allowed me become an individual who can 
think independently and be successful in any future endeavors. 
Of all the aspects of SOA my friends have definitely shaped 
me most into the person I am today. They have taught me 
compassion, laughter, dedication and determination, encouraging me to be myself no 
matter where I am in the world. 
 Even though graduation will leave some things behind, I think that the past 
seven years at SOA has prepared me for the “real world” everyone says I am about to 
face. These aspects of SOA only lead to greater aspects in life, preparing me for this 
new chapter on my journey. Benjamin Disraeli says, “Change in inevitable. Change is 
constant”, and, to conclude, ,change is beautiful and change is mystical. So goodbye SOA 
and best of luck class of 2015.
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Leigh Nelson 

 The class that has had the most significant impact on 
me is Symphony Orchestra. Until my junior year, I had become 
completely disinterested in band and playing the trombone. 
I did not like the music we played and I became less and less 
enthused by my instrument. Since ninth grade I was eager to 
be in orchestra because the music was fantastic and it was a 
completely different experience from band. Unfortunately, that 
did not happen my sophomore year and it sort of felt like a blow. 
I felt like I hit a wall and there was nothing I could do except 
wait until the next year. Once the year came when I would 
finally be in orchestra, it felt like a victory. I remember walking 
into orchestra on the second day of school, and it felt sort of bizarre.  I saw plenty of my 
friends and people that I knew, but it was a new environment and there was a much 
different atmosphere. There were a lot of things that I had to adjust to, such as following 
a new conductor, following a different tuning procedure, and changing my thinking from 
playing in an ensemble to playing more like a soloist. It was completely different from 
band and for that reason, I enjoyed it.
 Orchestra revitalized my passion for music and I became interested in playing my 
instrument again. The music we played in orchestra was more engaging and challenging, 
and it resonated with me more than the music in band ever had. I have always found 
orchestral music to be more evocative and touching and having the opportunity to play 
these dynamic and emotional pieces was euphoric (and it still is). I loved the music we 
played. My favorite pieces were Symphony No. 8 by Dvořάk and Symphony No. 5 by 
Tchaikovsky. Through orchestra, I gained a new appreciation for classical music, and I 
learned that there was so much more orchestral literature than just Mozart and Bach. 
Orchestra has inspired me to consider learning other instruments, and it has really 
taught me to embrace different types of music and to keep an open ear.

Milan Nelson 

 In 2025, I hope to be working on my doctoral 
degree in either theoretical linguistics, applied linguistics, or 
computational linguistics, which depends on the specific career 
I choose. I’m still exploring my career options. I’m interested 
in working in the computer industry on something related to 
speech recognition, natural language processing, or computer 
mediated learning. I’m interested in working on language 
documentation or conducting my own research where I would be 
documenting, analyzing, and preserving languages. Translating 
is another option where I would focus in translating documents 
of cultural heritage or just translating in a hospital, government, 
or even a court of law setting. Even though it may not be a viable career, but working 
to train actors and actresses in pronunciation is also an option. One of my unpopular 
choices is following an education path where I would focus on teacher education and 
educational research. 
 I could also teach English as a second language (ESL). Studying linguistics will 
give me a cross-language perspective. If I wanted to teach ESL outside of the United 
States, I would only need an undergraduate degree and some special training courses. 
Depending on what career I choose to focus on, I will determine what level of education 
I will need to pursue. I intend to succeed in my career with hard work and dedication. I 
do not see this being a challenge for me because I truly enjoy this subject, and a career 
in linguistics would not be viewed as a burden or a nine to five job. If anything, I view it 
as a hobby and I’m very excited to start studying. If all goes well, in 2025, I hope to have 
strong career goals and also follow my lifetime goal of becoming a polyglot. 

Betina North 

 Prior to me coming to SOA I attended Northside 
Christian School from kindergarten to 5th grade. There are 
many things that I was shielded from, and told not to do 
because they were “bad” or “ungodly.” I had very little room to 
be creative and express myself. After I had gotten accepted into 
SOA I became very scared of the idea of going to another school 
and having to meet new people, and make new friends. Change 
was not something that I wanted because I was comfortable 
where I was.  My first day at SOA was one of the most liberating 
days of my life. It was so refreshing to be able to express myself 
in ways that I was never able too before. SOA have given me 
some of the most amazing memories that I will never forget. I can be as unique as I want 
to be and not feel judged or out of place while doing so. Everyone is so accepting here and 
the teachers and administrators want nothing but for you to succeed. I appreciate all the 
love I have received over the years and SOA will always hold a giant place in my heart. 

SaVannah Pasley 

 What I want to be doing in 2025 is hopefully still living 
with my parents because I don’t want to move out. Around that 
time I’ll probably be working under a company being a retail 
buyer for a fashion company. I want to be trying to figure out 
what I’m going to do with my career and where it’s going to take 
me. My goals are to work with a progressive fashion company, 
become a top seller and buyer so that I can promote unique and 
interesting clothing and then own my own clothing store. I want 
to own my own business in a somewhat popular area. 
 I’ll most likely be in college again getting my business degree. I want to gain 
experience as a customer service representative then in retail to reinforce my goal as a 
top sales person who understands the business aspects of fashion merchandise before 
owning my own business. I want to develop great negotiation and promotional skills 
to enhance my opportunities of selling and buying heavily sort after garments. By that 
time I would like to be involved in television fashion shows to buy, sell, and promote my 
business. In 2025 I just want to be living life to the fullest!

Lauren Anne Patterson 

 Over the past four years I’ve learned a lot about myself. 
I’ve come to see that what you think makes you cool in ninth 
grade actually makes you incredibly uncool. I’ve figured out 
that I hate the way I look with highlights. I’ve realized that 
the “cool” kids are never as fun as you think they are. I’ve 
discovered that I’m an incredibly good liar when I want to be. 
I’ve also discovered that I absolutely despise the sinking feeling 
I get when I lie. But most importantly, I’ve learned that things 
are never as big of a deal as you think they are. The storm will 
always pass, and there is most definitely a rainbow to come. The 
most important thing for any high school student to gain, in my 
opinion, is perspective. When you have the ability to take a step back from your situation 
and focus on a bigger picture, the hysteria of the moment subsides and you are able to 
be rational about how to move on. I’ve had the privilege of having an incredibly patient, 
level headed, even tempered, soft spoken, gentle, and enduring teacher who has helped 
me learn this. Megan Link is truly a gem. To me, Mrs. Link stands out as someone who 
has made a great impact on my life because I’ve never felt like she’s only there to teach 
a lesson. She genuinely cares about her students and their wellbeing. Through every up 
and down in my high school career, she has been there to help calm me and then assist in 
finding a solution to the problem. She has also helped me to discover my strengths and 
weaknesses as an artist. Overall, without Mrs. Link, I would most likely be an emotional 
wreck who picked the wrong college major and had no motivation to succeed.

Margie Rhodes 

 Mr. Short is the teacher that has had the most impact 
on me at SOA. We have a lot of amazing teachers here but Mr. 
Shorts Biology 1 class inspired me to pursue biology in college. 
Before I had him for Biology, I hated science. Mr. Short made 
leaning fun. He has passion for what he is teaching, which is 
something I feel like many teachers lack.  I decided to take AP 
Biology with Mr. Short this year to help prepare myself for 
college biology. AP Bio was HARD but it was so worth taking. 
AP Bio only strengthened my decision to major in biology in 
college. Mr. Short is an amazing teacher that loves what he does. 
He has impacted me on many different things and I am so thankful I was able to have him 
as a teacher during my years at SOA. 
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Emilie LaPlante 

 Ten years is a long time. A lot can happen in ten 
years. A person can change completely in ten years. We all 
have aspirations for the future, but an 18-year-old can hardly 
predict their future correctly. As of right now,  in 2025 I would 
like to be working for a big name news or sports station, and 
working my way up to tip top, highest paying broadcasting 
positions. This goal is a difficult one to reach. I’ve never been 
the type of person to not have outrageous goals. I’ve wanted to 
be a princess, a movie star and an Olympian. I have never in 
my life imagined myself to be doing something practical like 
working in a cubical. My dreams used to change every week, 
but as I found myself applying to colleges, I only had eyes for majors that involved 
broadcasting and communications. I decided to follow my gut when making a college 
decision and committed to Clemson University after being accepted for Communications 
and Theatre. There, I will have many opportunities to immerse myself in the world of 
sports entertainment and also be able to keep up with the major I have been committed 
to since sixth grade. I plan on never missing an opportunity. The most important thing 
in the world of entertainment is connections. Taking internships, low paying jobs and 
making good impressions on everyone I meet will be the only way to get to the top. I plan 
on traveling and really just gaining as much experience as possible. 
 Some people are career oriented. Others are family oriented. From what I have 
already expressed it may seem like I am extremely career oriented, and although that is 
true, I also have big family goals. By the age of 28, people are usually pairing off, buying 
a house in the suburbs and getting ready to have kids. At 18, the idea of marriage and 
children absolutely terrifies me, but hopefully at this point in my life, I will be ready to 
somewhat settle down. I guess, for me, my end goal is to have a stable career that I enjoy 
and to be surrounded by people who love and support me. While that may sound simple, 
many people end up with one or another. I will not fall into that category. I want the most 
out of every aspect of my life. That may be asking a lot out of a 28-year-old and I don’t 
intend to “have it all” before the age of 30. I just want to be constantly working toward 
making myself happy and keeping my 18-year-old aspirations in the back of my head may 
help me reach that goal.

Noah Jordan 

 Someone pointed out to me recently that even if we live to be 90 we’re already 
about one-fifth of the way through our lives by the age of 18.
 So at this point of course, it seemed appropriate for me to ask myself what I have 
done with the first fifth of my life… Not much, or at least not nearly enough. We’ve been 
in beta mode, hibernation; we’re preparing our minds to enter the modern world. In so 
many ways, now is the time to take the next step.  As we leave our parents’ houses we will 
be both uninhibited and vulnerable. I don’t know how it will be to stand on my own, make 
my own living, feeding myself will be only one of many simple everyday challenges that 
will all become real at once. It’s stupid really, we’re all pretty stupid in a lot of ways right 
now, really. 
 So, right now I want to be playing concerts or selling art in ten years, doing 
my own thing, no wife or kids. No obligations, pure freedom of expression. And that’s 
something that’s been instilled in me by SOA-this feeling that I am entitled to the right 
to do what I want with my life. I hope I can keep that feeling, but it’s safe to assume that 
since at least 1/5th of my life is over and I still haven’t really stepped foot into the real 
world I’ll probably have at least a couple life shattering realizations in the next ten years, 
and those are bound to change almost every single one of my goals.
 But I hope that I can at least remember art, and try not to make kids feel like 
they’re stupid. I hope that in ten years I can still refuse to do something that I don’t 
believe in. I hope that in ten years I can still treat every human with equal respect. I hope 
that I can have some moments where I can do what I want, and I hope I can have some 
moments where there’s someone around to get me out the gutter when I fall.
 I hope a lot of people appreciate life. I hope I can do that.

Jack Martini 

 School of the Arts has so much to offer educationally, 
however you must step out of your comfort zone in order to fully 
appreciate what SOA has to offer. This essay will be comprised 
mostly of how SOA has allowed me to grow as an artist, musician, 
and composer. 
 I didn’t begin to value my Artist education until I was 
a sophomore; a paradigm shift occurred when I first started 
getting to know a student named Nick Bentz. His devotion 
to music planted a seed in me that when nurtured by a school 
full of teachers who want to see your success, transformed me 
into the person I am today. I am a composer of contemporary classical music, a vocalist, 
pianist and potter.  
 Without the School of the Arts, it is highly unlikely that I would have started 
on these artistic endeavors. With the help of teachers such as Robin Rogers, Anne 
Cimballa, and Kim Zerbst, I have been able to grow into the person I wanted to be 
artistically. These people have spent countless hours pushing me to be the best that I 
can be in each of my disciplines, and if it wasn’t for them, I don’t know where I would 
be. These teachers truly embody the spirit of SOA, and should be celebrated for their 
devotion to students. 
 School of the Arts has the potential to be a place to really find yourself, but too 
many people don’t put in the effort and don’t get the full benefits of what SOA has to 
offer. My advice to any upcoming students is to take the opportunities to branch out and 
always try new things, no matter what they are. You never know how branching out can 
affect your life.

Nikita Narodnitskiy 

 It’s hard to believe that it’s already been seven years 
since auditioning for creative writing, but if I could do it again I 
don’t think I would because I’d feel a little out of place being the 
only 18 year-old in sixth grade. But if I had to, my middle and 
high school experience would be vastly different than my first 
time ‘round the horn. First off, I’d be able to pass all my classes 
with flying colors, seeing as being a young adult now, concepts 
that seem distant and foreign to 12 year olds would be a lot easier 
for me to grasp. I’d be able develop better relationships with my 
teachers as it would be easier for them to hold a conversation a 
twenty-year-old eighth grader as opposed to a twelve-year-old 
one. I’d already know how to be myself so I wouldn’t have to go through the trials and 
tribulations of finding myself, but I’d be able to help the young ones with their journey to 
self. I’d teach them that no matter how many times a teacher tells them their work isn’t 
good enough, it is. 
 I shudder in horror when I think about the writing that I was producing in 
middle school, and I assume that middle schoolers now will be on a similar level, so I 
don’t think that my writing would improve with the criticism of my peers as it has the 
first time I went through middle and high school. But I do recall being proud of my work 
at the time, so I think that being around young writers who are proud of their work will 
teach me more about believing in myself than any amount of awards could. 
 Another thing I’d do differently besides being 7 years older than everyone in my 
class, is spend more time doing and less time waiting. The best life lesson I received at 
SOA is that the world doesn’t wait on you, yet I still spent countless hours letting time go 
by with no new accomplishments. Perhaps my greatest lesson to the children in my class 
would be to teach yourself about things that you are interested in, spend time honing 
your craft, and don’t let deadlines sneak past you. Advice that, if I had followed sooner, 
would have made me a better artist and a better student. 
 I wouldn’t repeat middle and high school because of  the stigma associated with 
being years and years older than your classmates. People would think I’m stupid, when 
in reality I’m just repeating sixth through twelfth for kicks. 

Meredith Riggs 

 As the last few days of my high school career here at 
SOA are coming to an end, I can only imagine how I will be 
feeling when I step out of SOA for the very last time as a student 
here. Throughout the past year I have felt a great sense of 
urgency about graduating high school and moving on to college 
where I hope will accomplish bigger and better things. I didn’t 
think graduation would come soon enough, counting the day till 
June 4th, 2015 and here it is. I still remember my first few days 
here at SOA. Everything was new, exciting, and very different 
from the middle school I attended.  I was dying to make new 
friends and experience all what SOA had to offer. Now that I’ve 
done all those things and many more, I am about to embark on a new adventure and take 
with me all the wisdom and knowledge SOA has given to me.
 Some say that “high school was the best time of my life”, just like others say that 
high school was the worst time in their lives. To be honest, I am not sure which category 
I fall into. I’ve had plenty of good times, as well as just as many bad times, in high school. 
The only thing I can say is that I learned. And the most important thing is that, not just 
that I learned through the books, but I learned about life and the road ahead of me. 
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Tony Pinckney 

 By the year 2025, I plan to have entered into the 
computer world to make a change using new software and 
applications. With a degree in computer science from Clemson, 
I plan to use connection through family and friends to take off 
into this field. Knowing that the next big thing is always around 
the corner and plan to make tomorrow come just a little bit 
sooner. Technology is always making advances and forcing the 
world to move in the forward direction. I plan to do the same. I 
do not want to be left behind with time, but be the one that time 
wants to catch up to. By making strides in the right direction, 
I plan to not only improve my life, but also help to improve 
the life of humankind. I look forward to my future in the computer world because the 
challenges and possibility are actually endless. You never know what you will discover 
and you never know what the day will hold.

Sarah Platts 

 The easiest answer is something practical, like I want 
to be a firefighter, or a nurse, or a rocket scientist. Something 
along the lines of going to school for four plus more years, 
getting that job that I have always wanted, and settling down 
and enjoying my life. My answer is unfortunately not that easy. 
I have no idea what I want to do with the rest of my life or even 
in ten years;  a terrifying truth. I am leaving for Africa in one 
year and I will be gone from my home two years after that, gone 
from my world the only world that I have ever known. I will be 
in a place where I know nothing and no one, and that terrifies 
me. My real issue with the “Ten Year Plan” is that I want to do 
so many things and I want to travel to so many different places in my life. Some places 
I have only seen in pictures, others that I have traveled through in the pages of a book, 
and some that I have heard of through old stories told by my grandfather. I want to 
know what I am truly good at and, yes, maybe it is something I enjoy now like theatre or 
volunteering; but maybe it’s something completely different and irrational, maybe it is 
something that I never thought of before. 
 There is an exhilarating freedom that comes with having nothing really outlined 
for your life. For all my lack of planning I still know these truths: I will have to work 
hard, I will have to focus on what I want, I cannot let anyone (especially myself) stand 
in the way of achieving what I truly want. I also have to know that no matter how hard I 
try not everything will always go my way; in fact it may almost never go my way. What I 
truly intend to do in 2025 is to be doing whatever it is at that time that makes me happy; 
I want to be doing whatever I can do in this world to make it a better place and make me 
a better person who lives in it. I want to find where I actually belong. I do not pretend to 
know what will happen or what will change me in this estimated ten years; there is no 
possible way to know that but I do know that in this moment I can plan to be happy. I 
can promise myself that no matter what I do, I will be doing something I love or I will be 
finding a way to do something I love. Bob Dylan once said that “there is nothing so stable 
as change.” That quote has always rung true to me, the idea that you cannot really plan 
for tomorrow because by the time you do everything has already changed. So why try to 
fight the unknown? That is what I plan to be doing in ten years; I plan to be changing and 
growing, evolving into the type of person that is happy with their life and I intend to that 
by trusting in myself.

John Sadler 

 By this time in 2025, if everything goes as planned I 
will be just starting off in my career as a Veterinarian. To have a 
career involving animals has been a dream of mine since I was 
young. This dream was inspired by my Granddad who worked 
as a swine extension specialist at Clemson University. I will 
achieve this dream by attending Clemson University to study 
Animal and Veterinary Science.  At Clemson I will be able to 
get hands on experience with the animals that I will one day 
be working with. After I get my degree I plan on attending 
Veterinarian School and my top choices are the University of 
Georgia or North Carolina State University, but honestly I will go wherever I can get 
accepted.  Most likely when I get out of school I will have a lot of student loans that I will 
have to pay off, but as long as I am able to have a career doing what I love it will be worth 
every penny.

Jake Spell 

 Ten years from now in 2025 I plan to be in construction 
as a freelance construction manager or own and operate 
my own business. The first thing I plan on doing is going to 
Clemson University and majoring in Construction Science and 
Management. I believe this will benefit me because I will learn 
a lot about construction and also about the business side of it. 
After college I plan to either go work for my dad, Ricky Spell, 
who owns his own construction business, Residential Tech 
Inc. I believe this could benefit me because I will be doing the 
construction myself and learning more than just management. 
If I do not go this particular route I plan on being a freelance construction manager who 
subs for big construction companies. 

Lauren Twitty 

 During my six school years at SOA, the class that has 
had the strongest impact on me is Mr. Scapellato’s Mapping 
the Mind course. It was not the hottest grade on my report 
card, but there was something about that class that was way 
different than the basic English, science, and math classes we 
are required to take in high school. In his class we would analyze 
things you would never really stop to think about, and discuss 
things that were never talked about in any other class, such as 
the reasoning behind an argument (logical fallacies), morals and 
ethics, and the science behind why we act and think the way we 
do. This class was a lot different from any class I have taken in middle or highschool and 
the thing I liked about it was that it didn’t require textbook reading, tons of homework, 
or a stack of worksheets. All you needed was an open mind to be mapped and latex gloves 
to hold a human brain! Mr. Scapellato’s lessons would make you think on a deeper level 
than you did in the class you came from, and we would find the logic behind every little 
aspect of life from advertisements, the way the human brain works, academic dishonesty, 
why an apple is an apple, to pushing someone off a bridge to save three lives. Mapping the 
Mind has taught me a lot of things I am glad to have knowledge of before I graduate high 
school. 

Jemma Wyke-Smith 

 I came to SOA in the 9th grade as a very nervous, 
enthusiastic, and excited 14 year old. Now I leave SOA as a 
confident, enthusiastic, and excited 17 year old. Even though 
some of those characteristics have remained the same, I know 
that I have definitely changed. I’m not even sure how to explain 
how I’ve changed because I can’t identify it, it’s just there, more 
like a feeling. But something I do know for sure is that the 
artistic and nurturing environment of SOA has allowed me to 
become the person that I am today, and for that I am extremely 
thankful. I would like to say thank you to my academic teachers 
for keeping my mind sharp and teaching me to think in new ways. Thank you to my 
theatre teachers who have taught me the importance of studying and performing the 
human condition, and for making me more self-aware. Thank you to Rose Maree 
Myers for creating SOA 20 years ago. Thank you to my lovely and effervescent friends, I 
have so much love for you, it could fill oceans. Thank you to my carpool, who for the past 
4 years has kept me entertained and prevented me from feeling frantic and nervous on 
a daily basis. A huge thank you to my fellow senior theatre majors for being so magical 
and creative for the past 4 - I have no words that can accurately sum up how I feel about 
you guys, just lots and lots of love. I’m going to miss our little family. Thank you to 
Andrea Catangay for being my theatre coach since I was 13 and training me for my 
SOA audition, who without I would not be at SOA. Thank you to my incredible family for 
always being supportive and allowing me to go after my dreams, I love you. And last but 
certainly not least, thank you to the janitors, cafeteria staff, and gardeners for keeping 
our school looking wonderful and for making food for us crazy kids. Oh, and if you’re 
reading this, thank you, I hope you have a beautiful and magical life.



 Page 50                                             Features                                            June 2015

What is the most important thing you’ve learned at SOA?
Zoe Abedon: If a plant is threatened 
by an herbivorous pest, they can signal 
parasitic wasps to come attack and kill 
the insect. 
Mark Ablonczy: Be sneakier.
Bekah Adkins: I’ve learned to be 
accepting to others no matter how 
different they are from me.
Ted Anastopoulo: I’ve learned how 
to learn. I’ll use this skill for the rest of 
my life.
McKenna Andrews: To be 
appreciative of all 
aspects of the arts, 
whether it is music, 
visual art, band, 
theatre, creative 
writing, or orchestra.
Lana Bagley: 
Do not be mean to 
people; anybody can 
judge a book by its 
cover; however you 
need to be the one to 
read with an open mind.
Emily Baxley: Here’s the thing: You 
are a whole, well-rounded person. 
Academics aren’t the only things that 
define you. You are you and you are 
great. Do the things you love to do. 
Make time for yourself. Don’t ignore 
work, but don’t let it rule you. 
Jackie Berry: “Give thy thoughts 
no tongue,/Nor any unproportioned 
thought his act./Be thou familiar, but 
by no means vulgar./Those friends 
thou hast, and their adoption tried,/
Grapple them to thy soul with hoops 
of steel;/But do not dull thy palm 
with entertainment/Of each new-
hatch’d, unfledged comrade. Beware/
Of entrance to a quarrel, but being in,/
Bear’t that the opposed may beware 
of thee./Give every man thy ear, 
but few thy voice;/Take each man’s 
censure, but reserve thy judgment./
Costly thy habit as thy purse can buy,/
But not express’d in fancy; rich, not 
gaudy;/For the apparel oft proclaims 
the man,/And they in France of the 
best rank and station/Are of a most 
select and generous chief in that./
Neither a borrower nor a lender be;/
For loan oft loses both itself and 
friend,/And borrowing dulls the edge 
of husbandry./This above all: to thine 
ownself be true,/And it must follow, as 
the night the day,/Thou canst not then 
be false to any man.” -Hamlet
Madison Bowman: “Bookbags to 
the side! Bookbags to the side! No 
phone. No gum. No phone. No gum.”—
Mr. Robin Rogers
Matt Boyle: I’ve learned that the best 

in people doesn’t come out until you 
get to know them.
Kenneth Brabham: The most 
important thing I have learned at SOA 
is time management. Being loaded 
with school work has forced me to learn 
how to manage my time effectively and 
efficiently.
Teonna Breland: How to learn 
things before the test and get a good 
grade .
Julia Brisbane: That the 

mitochondria is 
the powerhouse of 
the cell.
Tavaris Brooks: 
My art skills.
Jarby Brown: 
I learned how to 
tolerate people 
who are different 
from me.
Liam Brunson: 
The world is so 

diverse that you can’t put a label on 
it. Don’t judge someone based upon 
the way they are dressed. They may be 
one of the smartest people you’ll ever 
know.
Lindsey Bryant: What I learned in 
boating school is...
Joey Busher: Art is what you make 
of it.
Michaela Buttel: Acceptance
Maria Carillo: I’ve learned to use an 
internal filter when speaking to others
Alexandria Cavadias: I learned 
the most important thing at SOA is 
that I would never give up on anything 
including my education. I already 
proved to everyone that deaf students 
can do anything a hearing person can 
do. Look at me, I’m here. I am a senior; 
I am going to have a diploma in my 
hands soon.
Avery Clontz: The most important 
thing I’ve learned at SOA is that 
judgment is never welcome and 
it’s extremely important to accept 
someone for who they are. Don’t 
judge based on looks. Judge based on 
character and the type of person that 
they are.
Kelsey Costa: I’d say the most 
important thing I’ve learned at SOA is 
that nobody is inadequate no matter 
their flaws because uniqueness and 
the understanding of this uniqueness 
is the key to societal improvement and 
equality.
Sarah Courville: Coffee stops being 
a good substitute for sleep at around 
48 hours. Mr. Taylor is a god. Art is 
whatever you say it is I guess. 

Graham Crolley: SOA has taught 
me to value all passion as the stuff that 
drives us as creative creatures. Not 
many other high schools can impart 
upon a student the importance of art 
as a medium, a tool of communication, 
and a device for fulfillment.
Sierra Crossetti: Fake it till you 
make it.
Taylor Dahl: You’re going to read 
this answer about 500 times but: 
life is so much easier when you stop 
pretending.
Tevin Deas: I learned how to manage 
my time efficiently.
Luke Deavor: The most important 
thing I learned at SOA is that everyone 
is different, which is why everyone 
has different majors and talents and 
not to judge anyone if they do things 
different from you.
Stephen Dey: Equality.
Olivia DiPaolo: The tools to express 
myself through art and design.
Devin Donaldson: The most 
important thing I’ve learned at SOA is 
to be tolerant with other points of view. 
Everyone grows up with a different 
background and has a different 
perspective on pretty much everything, 
so you have to respect and attempt to 
understand the varying opinions on 
religion, politics, art, clothing, etc.
Teresa Elj: My own ability is not 
based on what others think of me- it’s 
based on my own 
confidence and pride 
in myself. 
Frank Fabor: The 
most important 
thing I learned at 
SOA is how to work 
and interact with 
people with different 
ideologies and 
backgrounds.
Neva Ferantelli: 
Roger Taylor is a cool 
guy.
CeCe Fish: The most 
important lesson I’ve 
learned at SOA is to 
always have money 
for cookies. You will want them.
Sean Fitzgibbon: I learned respect 
and integrity.
Gabe French: The most important 
thing I learned at SOA is not to speak 
my mind because I’m bound to offend 
somebody.
Daniel George: The most important 
thing I have learned at S.O.A. is to 
not take myself so seriously and that 
I shouldn’t dress up for school in the 

morning because half the time I can’t 
tell if people are wearing pajamas or 
not.
Olivia Givens: Embracing who you 
really are.
Mackenzie Glasgow: The most 
important thing I’ve learned at SOA 
would be striving for the best. SOA 
has taught me to believe in myself and 
push 110%. If you can do this anything 
is possible and i’m so grateful to have 
been taught such motivation.
Dallas Grant: I’ve learned to fly like 
a butterfly and sting like a bee
Dmitri Grigorieff:  Quadratic 
formula.
Arthur Harris: How to pay my taxes.
Rebekah Hèbert: The most 
important thing I have learned here is 
that if you ever think you are completely 
brain dead and unable to do any of your 
work ever again, remember that your 
body has somehow pulled through 
every time to get you here, and it will 
do it again. Also, reading is one of the 
most essential requirements to being 
knowledgeable.
Gabby Hilario: How to accept 
myself: ie. defining feminism and all 
aspects of feminism, body positivity, 
and queer culture.
Jane Hilton: I’ve learned that 
there will always be someone that is 
smarter than you but you’ve got to 
embrace it! Also that there is no limit 

to the number of times 
you’ll watch Flatland in 
Algebra2.
Megan Hoffman: 
That being yourself is 
more important than 
trying to conform 
to other people’s 
expectations of 
normalcy.
Brandon Holmes: 
The most important 
thing I’ve learned at 
SOA is when to hold ‘em 
and when to fold ‘em.
Morgan Holt: The 
most important thing 
I have learned at SOA 

is the importance of being unique. At 
SOA, everyone is different: different 
fashion, different art majors, and 
different personalities. You learn to 
embrace “different” and there’s less 
judgment and more acceptance… well 
for the most part. 
Cherry Hu: How to make aspirin.
Lamar Hunter: I learned how to 
expand my creativity in many valuable 
ways, noy just in my major.
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Suzanne Jackson: Always send 

confirmation emails and don’t argue 
with Dr. Cusatis.
Stuart James: “Don’t act like a 
chicken with you head cut off.”
Demetrius Jenkins: The most 
important thing I have learned at 
SOA was time management and I also 
learned from SOA how to get along 
with people of different backgrounds 
and ideas.
Anna Kalik: I've learned who I am as 
a writer, but I'm still learning how to 
finish a short story.
Sophie Kendrick: The most 
important thing I’ve learned during 
my time at SOA is to not always take 
everything so seriously and to try to 
look at things in perspective.
Emilie LaPlante: The most 
important thing 
I’ve learned at SOA 
is how to work with 
and respect all 
different types of 
people.
Katie LeBarron: 

High school won’t 
last forever, which 
is both good and 
bad. Don’t worry 
about the awful 
bits and focus on the fun bits. 
Cameron Leopold: I learned a lot of 
important, big life lessons and grew as 
a person like everyone does at this age, 
and that’s very important. However, 
the most important and most directly 
related to school is everything I’ve 
learned as a musician and how much 
I have grown musically in all the 
different groups I’ve been in over the 
course of high school. I am forever 
changed by that and thankful.
Lexi Levin: I've learned that there is 
no shame in expressing yourself.
Yulma Lopez: I’ve learned about 
viewing art through all the different 
perspectives bc each person has a 
different view and such.
Claudia Ludden: At SOA I’ve 
learned to never underestimate people. 
You’re familiar to the people you see 
in your math or English classes, but 
when you see them at a piano concert 
or a dance recital you see them in a 
totally different light. They’re in their 
element. It makes you realize how 
talented and unique everyone here is.
Emma Macmillan: Be careful when 
walking down the stairs.
Mary Madden: How to improvise.
Victor Mardikian: The most 
important quality I learned at SOA is 
to be tolerant and respectful of others.
Sarah McCord: Carpe diem. Also, a 

much higher appreciation for arts.
Callie McLean: Association does not 
equal causation.
Delaney McLernon: To be yourself. 
I know it sounds cliche, but it’s true. 
I learned not to follow trends to gain 
popularity because trends fade and 
people leave, but you have to live with 
yourself for a lifetime.
Destiny Meadows:  There's no limit 
to the number of times you'll watch 
“Mathmagic Land” in Mr. Ratigan's 
class.
Demetria Middleton: I would have 
to say the most important thing I've 
learned at SOA would be to appreciate 
the artistic talents of all.
Makayla Middleton: The 
important thing I’ve learned at SOA 
is to stay connected with your best 

friends and be 
yourself. I had 
been so happy 
to be myself 
around my best 
friends.
Angelo Moe: 

The most 
important thing 
that I have 
learned at SOA 
is to express 

your passion for something.
Melanee Molette: I've always loved 
everything about art and seeing all 
of the different arts majors here at 
SOA. I've learned to be even more 
appreciative.
Devon Nalley: I’ve learned to be 
myself and don’t let anyone’s judgment 
change that.
Nikita Narodnitskiy: The Alphabet.
Leigh Nelson: An important thing I 
have learned at SOA 
is to embrace art as a 
form of expression.
Milan Nelson: The 
most important thing 
I have learned at SOA 
is an appreciation for 
the arts in all formats. 
Art is a true expression 
of individuality and 
it can speak volumes. 
Being exposed to 
the different fields 
of art forms gave me 
an appreciation for 
self-expression that I would have not 
understood to the extent that I do now.
Amelia Neilsen: Don't undervalue 
creativity.
Betina North: I have attended SOA 
since the 6th grade and over these years 
I have soaked up so much knowledge. I 
feel that the most important thing I’ve 

learned is to remain true to yourself. 
Do not be afraid to stand out and be 
different. 
Savanna Osborne: I learned that 
I can’t worry myself to death over 
everything. Some things must be let go 
while others must be held close.
Maddy Parnall: I’ve learned that 
Tokyo is not in China. I’ve also learned 
that classmates won’t let you forget 
this until you graduate high school.
SaVannah Pasley: Be yourself and 
make wise choices.
Lauren Patterson: 

The mitochondria is 
the powerhouse of the 
cell.
Tony Picnkney: One 

of the most important 
things I’ve learned 
during my time at 
SOA is that there are 
many different type 
of people and that you 
never really know how 
talented the person 
right next to you can truly be.
Sarah Platts: The most important 
thing I’ve learned at SOA is do not 
share your pencils; you will never get 
them back. High School is a jungle and 
it’s every man for himself. 
Gavin Quinton: MLA Format
Chyna Reese: The most important 
thing I learned at SOA is how to make 
your work better than it already is.
Margie Rhodes: The most important 
thing I’ve learned at SOA is acceptance 
of others.
Kannon Rickell: How important 
communication and assertion is when 
it comes to making plans and getting 
ahead.

Meredith Riggs: At 
SOA I learned to be 
accepting of others’ 
difference and not to 
judge people based on 
appearance
Jaiera Roberts: The 
most important thing 
I’ve learned at SOA is 
how to talk to authority 
or even my peers in a 
calm manner that still 
demands respect and 
gets my point across - 
less intimidation will 

get you more understanding out of 
someone and in the end get the things 
you want done- done.
Joe Roddey: I’ve learned how to 
roll with the punches when things go 
south.
Madelyn Rodeffer: How to make 
coffee for Dr. Cusatis.

Elle Root: I have learned that I am 
my greatest ally when it comes to my 
education; I need to rely on myself and 
hold myself accountable for the work I 
accomplish. 
Sara Russell: The most important 
thing I learned at SOA is how to love 
learning
Lee Ryan: Gay is Ok.
John Sadler: The most important 
thing that SOA has taught me is 
responsibility in both a school setting 

and a band setting, 
because in band you 
are responsible for 
learning your part.
Sabrina Sanchez: 

It doesn’t really 
matter if you come to 
class (as long as you’re 
passing).
Paris Scott: Learning 
is not confined to the 
classroom
Maddy Seabrook: 

Never be ashamed or 
too proud to ask for help, whatever 
that may be. Being apathetic or 
hating everything doesn’t make you 
sophisticated
Mia Silvestri: The most important 
thing I have learned at SOA is the value 
of artistry and how to appreciate that. 
Christina Simpson: To always 

believe in your talent and have enough 
ambition to follow your dreams
Mattie Smith: I’ve learned how to 
practice tolerance.
Douglas Smith: I have learned time 
management, this has had a huge 
effect on me and my grades
Deion Smith: SOA is a very unique 
environment; unlike a regular public 
school, SOA gives you the opportunity 
to express yourself through your 
artistic talents. It also helps you figure 
out who you are as a person. Aside 
from the challenging academic side, 
SOA teaches you the true value behind 
whatever major you’re studying.
Alika Smith: The most important 
thing I’ve learned at SOA is that some 
of the best people shine only after you 
get to know them. 
Jake Spell: The most important thing 
I have learned at SOA is how to manage 
my time wisely and the importance of 
studying for college.
Halie Stevenson: The most 
important thing I learned at SOA is 
acceptance and the ability to embrace 
the things that make you unique. 
Anthony Szwast: I have learned 
how to be more tolerant of people who 
I do not agree with.



Page 52                                               Features                                            June 2015
Lauren Twitty: I’ve learned how 
to do work within ten minutes of 
the time it is due, and to be open to 
friendships with everyone no matter 
how “different” they are from me.
Victoria Vanderpool: The most 
important thing I’ve learned at SOA is 
Algebra II. It is an extremely beneficial 
building block in my arts education/
career. I will apply all my algebra 
knowledge in everyday life… But 
really I have picked up many skills 
such as time management and visual 
art techniques. I’ve also learned a lot 
about myself and what I want to do 
accomplish with my life.    

Sarah Vane: The most important 
thing I’ve learned at SOA is that it’s 
not wrong to stand up for something 
you believe in, no matter how much it 
differs from the majority.
Maddy Walsh: Acceptance of not 
only the people around you, but 
yourself. 
Simeon Washington: You haven’t 
stood up for your beliefs if you haven’t 
angered someone.
Loren Wells: Confidence…I was 
thrust into a school where almost 
everyone has their own strong beliefs 
about how life should work, many 
of them have monumental visions 

for the future, there are many BIG 
personalities to compete with, and 
then with the arts-there are public 
performances, and therefore I have had 
to learn to stride with more confidence 
than I ever had before. It’s definitely a 
learning environment at SOA.
Raven White: I’ve learned that  hard 
work always pays off
Hailey Williams: How to take 
criticism, and how to accept failure 
and rejection without forgetting why I 
became a writer in the first place.
Rachel Windsor: The most 
important thing I’ve learned at SOA 
is that your opinion matters and you 

should share it even if you are terrified 
that you’ll never be heard. People will 
listen.
AJ Wintz: I've learned to be myself, 
and to be proud of who I am
Sasha Wise: That being yourself is 
the best thing you could ever ask for.
Anna Woodward: The most 
important thing I’ve learned at SOA 
is to never use the middle school 
bathrooms.
Xavier Wright: Teachers grade 
subjectively, take advantage of it
Jemma Wyke-Smith: Trust your 
gut feeling. 9/10 it's right.

What quote do you want to be remembered by?
Zoe Abedon: “Try to break me down, 
Imma go harder.” -Future
Mark Ablonczy: “Sigh…” –Mark 
Ablonczy
Bekah Adkins: “With a lot of success 
comes a lot of negativity” –Beyonce
Ted Anastopoulo: “Float like a 
butterfly, sting like a bee. The hands 
can’t hit what the 
eyes can’t see.” 
-Muhammad Ali
M c K e n n a 
Andrews: “ 
Success is having 
to worry about 
every thing in 
the world, except 
money.” -Johnny 
Cash. I like this 
quote because it proves that pure 
talent and drive are the ingredients for 
success, and that it is your job to make 
something of yourself.
Lana Bagley: “Do good, and good 
will come to you.”
Emily Baxley: Here's the thing: You 
are a whole, well-rounded person. 
Academics aren't the only thing that 
define you. You are you and you are 
great. Do the things you love to do. 
Make time for yourself. Don't ignore 
work, but don't let it rule you.
Jackie Berry: “No individual is 
alone responsible for a single stepping 
stone alone the path of progress, and 
where the path is smooth progress is 
most rapid.”
Madison Bowman: “Don’t let life be 
too much panic and not enough disco.”
Matt Boyle: "What?"- John McNeill 
Sadler
Kenneth Brabham: “On way to 
keep momentum going is to constantly 
have greater goals.” –Michael Korda
Teonna Breland: "I was designed 
to do great things" -Teonna Marje 
Breland
Julia Brisbane: “Last name ever, 

first name greatest. Like a sprained 
ankle boy I ain’t nothing to play with.” 
–Aubrey Drake Graham
Tavaris Brooks: “Yo soy Tavaris.”
Liam Brunson: “That strategy of 
racing for the top five and racing for 
the win is where everybody wants to 
be.” -Dale Earnhardt

Lindsey Bryant: 
“Nothing in life is 
promised except 
death” -Kanye West
Joey Busher: 
“Don’t raise your 
voice; improve your 
argument.”
Michaela Buttel: 
“She opens her 
mouth with wisdom, 

and the teaching of kindness is on her 
tongue.” -Proverbs 31:26
Maria Carillo: "Every second feels 
like a year"- Justin Yu
Alexandria Cavadias: “Just 
remember if we get caught, I am deaf 
and you don’t speak English.”
Avery Clontz: “If 
you drink much from a 
bottle marked poison, 
it is certain to disagree 
with you, sooner or 
later.” -Lewis Carroll.
Kelsey Costa: "I 
just can't imagine life 
without peanut butter 
and cheese." -Kevin 
Short
Graham Crolley: 
“My life is a vast 
inconsequential epic 
with a thousand and 
a million characters-- 
here they all come, as 
swiftly we roll east, as swiftly the earth 
rolls east.”- Jack Kerouac
Sierra Crossetti: "More better.” 
-Sierra Crossetti
Taylor Dahl: “Don’t dispute me.” –

Dr. Cusatis
Tevin Deas: “I just want to go home.”
Luke Deavor: “All truths are easy to 
understand once they are discovered; 
the point is to discover them” –Galileo
Stephen Dey: I don't do quotes.
Olivia DiPaolo:  "Behind every 
great man is a woman 
rolling her eyes."
Devin Donaldson: 
“Enque le 
puedoservir?” 
Teresa Elj: 
“Happiness is like 
those palaces in fairy 
tales whose gates are 
guarded by dragons: 
we must fight in 
order to conquer it.” 
-Alexandre Dumas
Frank Fabor: “We 
wouldn't ask why a rose that grew 
from the concrete has damaged petals, 
in turn, we would all celebrate its 
tenacity”-Tupac
Neva Ferantelli: Roger Taylor is a 

cool guy.
CeCe Fish: "Don’t. 
Touch. Me.” -Emilie 
LaPlante
Sean Fitzgibbon: 
“Before you judge 
someone, walk a mile 
in their shoes, after that 
who cares, you’re a mile 
away and you have their 
shoes.”
Abigail Floyd: “Wee 
wee wee and a wee 
weewee boom pap 
boom pap boom pap 
pap.” -Iggy Azalea
Gabe French: “If you 

want to succeed as bad as you want to 
breathe, then you’ll be successful.”
Daniel George: “Let your pride 
shine!” -Jostens
Olivia Givens: “What you do doesn’t 

define who you are. Who you are 
defines what you do.” -Across the 
Universe
Mackenzie Glasgow: “You are 
never too old for a Disney movie.” 
-Walt Disney
Dmitri Grigorieff: “I didn’t come 

here to tell you how 
this is going to end. I 
came here to tell you 
how it’s going to begin. 
I’m going to hang up 
this phone, and then 
I’m going to show 
these people what you 
don’t want them to 
see. I’m going to show 
them a world without 
you. A world without 
rules and controls, 
without borders or 

boundaries. A world where anything is 
possible.” - Neo
Rebekah Hèbert: “We are connected 
to each other biologically, to the earth 
chemically, and the rest of the universe 
anatomically. It’s not that we are better 
than the universe, we are part of the 
universe. We are in the universe and 
the universe is in us. In 5-billion years 
the Sun will expand & engulf our orbit 
as the charred ember that was once 
Earth vaporizes. Have a nice day.” 
-Neil de Grasse Tyson
Gabrielle Hilario: “I think there’s 
just one kind of folks. Folks.”
Megan Hoffman: “Don’t let other 
people tell you who you are. Let 
yourself decide that.”
Brandon Holmes: “Words are not 
deeds”
Morgan Holt: “Above all, be the 
heroine of your life, not the victim” 
Nora Ephron
Suzanne Jackson: “Guys…” – Mr. 
Hammes
Demetrius Jenkins: “My life is my 
message.” - Mahatma Gandhi
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Noah Jordon: “Thanks for the 
update, Bob Walsh." –Nikita 
Narodnitskiy
Anna Kalik: "Anna Kalik is the 
coolest." - Amelia Nielsen 
Sophie Kendrick: “Wow. The life of 
an actress.” - Jarby Brown
Emilie LaPlante: “I am so glad I’m 
not you, Emilie” –Matalyn Smith
Katie LeBarron: “Just do the best 
you can. No one can do more than 
that.” – John Wooden
Cameron Leopold: “Walrus paws 
walking on the tip toppity of the star 
forest.” – Savanna Osborne 
Lexi Levin: “Love you once. Love 
you still. Always have. Always will." 
-Unknown
Claudia Ludden: “Whatever you 
are, be a good one.” -Abraham Lincoln
Emma Macmillan: “You are being 
ridiculous right now”- Mrs. Link
Victor Mardikian: “Be the change 
you wish to see in the world.” -Gandhi
Sarah McCord: “Stand out so much 
so all the male peacocks want to mate 
with you and all the female peacocks 
want to be you” -Callie McLean
Callie McLean: “I feel like I’m too 
busy writing history to read it.” – 
Kanye West
Delaney McLernon: “Be on guard. 
Stand firm in the faith. Be courageous. 
Be strong. And do everything with 
love.” -1 Corinthians 16:13-14 (NLT)
Destiny Meadows: "My philosophy 
is basically this. And this is something 
that I live by. And 
I always have. And 
I always will. Don't 
ever, for any reason, 
do anything to anyone, 
for any reason, ever, 
no matter what. No 
matter ... where. Or 
who, or who you are 
with, or where you 
are going, or ... or 
where you've been ... 
ever. For any reason, 
whatsoever.”-Michael 
Scott
D e m e t r i a 
Middleton: "It's Miss 
Demetria Middleton 
to you."
Makayla Middleton: “Be successful 
and don’t let others judge you.”
Angelo Moe: “Discipline is the bridge 
between goals and accomplishment.”
Melanee Molette: "My mission in 
life is not merely to survive, but to 
thrive; and to do so with some passion, 
some compassion, some humor, and 
some style." - Maya Angelou 
Devon Nalley: “God bless us! 

Everyone!”
Nikita Narodnitskiy: “Everything 
in the world is exactly the same” – 
Kanye West
Milan Nelson: 
“If you talk to a 
man in a language 
he understands, 
that goes to his 
head. If you talk 
to him in his 
language, that 
goes to his heart.” 
–Nelson Mandela 
A m e l i a 
Neilsen: “If we 
live we gucci, if we die we haunt.”
Betina North: “My great hope is 
to laugh as much as I cry; to get my 
work done and try to love somebody 
and have the courage to accept love in 
return.” –Maya Angelou 
Savanna Osborne: “Look up at the 
stars and not down at your feet. Try 
to make sense of what you see, and 
wonder about what makes the universe 
exist. Be curious.” –Stephen Hawking
Maddy Parnall: “I’m trying to get 
you to see that there are two ways of 
looking at something” –Dale Bennett 
after doing an optical illusion during 
an argument
SaVannah Pasley:”It’s sad when 
someone you know becomes someone  
you knew.” -Henry Rollins
Lauren Patterson: “Lauren Anne! 
… *exasperated huff*” –Mrs. Link

Tony Picnkney: 
“I’m sorry, but that 
doesn’t sound like my 
problem.”
Sarah Platts: “A 
senior is never late, 
everyone else is 
simply early”- mostly 
princess diaries
Gavin Quinton: “I 
am the Conqueror of 
Chaos. Purgatorial 
hellfire dancing in 
the abyss, distorting 
black flame in turbid 
crimson darkness, the 
light that leads to the 
madness, screams, 

and destruction, admonishing sin 
with sin : gouge your dark fragment in 
my body, and bare your fangs against 
arrogant providence! Dark and Dark!” 
-darkandark
Chyna Reese: “I’m really looking 
forward to seeing what life brings to 
me.” – Rihanna
Margie Rhodes: “Margie, tone down 
the sass!” –Demetria Middlelton
Kannon Rickell: "The mark of the 

immature man is that he wants to die 
nobly for a cause, while the mark of 
the mature man is that he wants to live 

humbly for one." 
―J.D. Salinger, 
The Catcher in 

the Rye

M e r e d i t h 
Riggs: "Only 
time (whatever 
that may be) will 
tell." -Stephen 
Hawking
Joe Roddey: “I 
honestly didn’t 
think I’d get this 

far.”
Madelyn Rodeffer: “We’re adults. 
When did that happen? And how do 
we make it stop?" -Grey's Anatomy
Elle Root: “Could be worse, not sure 
how, but it could be.”
Sara Russell: "I rebel, therefore I 
exist." -Albert Camus
Lee Ryan: “Jesus Wept.” 
John Sadler: “Love what you do 
and do what you love. Don't listen to 
anyone else who tells 
you not to do it. You 
do what you want, 
what you love.” -Ray 
Bradbury. Because you 
should pursue a career 
in something that you 
will enjoy doing. 
Paris Scott: “Clouds 
are very, very free.” –
Bob Ross
Maddy Seabrook: “I 
don’t even like parties.” 
– Doris Day
Mia Silvestri: "Just 
give me the beat" 
-Aaron Behrens 
Christina Simpson: 
“Success is not the key 
to happiness. Happiness is the key to 
success. If you love what you are doing, 
you will be successful.”
Mattie Smith: “Hounds follow those 
who feed them.” -Otto von Bismarck 
Douglas Smith: "The wise man in 
the storm prays to God, not for safety 
from danger, but for deliverance from 
fear."
Deion Smith: “Hey, I’m Deion.”
Alika Smith: “We know what we are, 
but know not what we may be.”
Jake Spell: “Is this mandatory?”
Halie Stevenson: “The only dream 
worth having is the dream that you will 
live while you are alive.” - Arundhati 
Roy
Megan Strange: “I love people who 
make me laugh” –Audrey Hepburn
Nicholas Szwast: “Blessed are the 

peacemakers: for they shall be called 
the children of God.” -Matt. 5. 9
Lauren Twitty: No, I did not stop by 
the front desk for a late pass.
Victoria Vanderpool: “To thyine 
own self be true” –Polonius, Hamlet  

Sarah Vane: “I’d rather be hated for 
who I am, than loved for who I’m not.” 
– Kurt Cobain
Maddy Walsh: "*Intro to Oh Yeah 
by Yello*"
Simeon Washington: “Don’t let 
your beliefs hinder your knowledge, 
but don’t let your knowledge hinder 
your ambition.”
Loren Wells: One of the biggest 
lessons I have been experiencing 
recently would have to be realizing 
that everyone has different talents and 
aspirations and you need to find yours 
and plug in to truly be happy with your 
life. As Dr. Cusatis quoted once from 
City Slickers and I will quote again, 
“What is the secret of life? A: One 
thing.” Find that one thing and run 
with it.
Raven White: “When I leave this 

world, I’ll leave 
no regrets. Leave 
something to 
remember, so they 
won’t forget, I was 
here.”-Beyonce
Hailey Williams: 
"Are you wildly 
excited about that?" 
-Alan Brehm
Rachel Windsor: 
“We know what 
we are, but know 
not what we may 
be.” -William 
Shakespeare.
Aly Wintz: “…
because nerds like 
us are allowed to be 

unironically enthusiastic about stuff… 
Nerds are allowed to love stuff, like 
jump-up-and-down-in-the-chair-
can’t-control-yourself love it. Hank, 
when people call people nerds, mostly 
what they’re saying is ‘you like stuff.’ 
Which is just not a good insult at all. 
Like, ‘you are too enthusiastic about 
the miracle of human consciousness’.” 
-John Green
Sasha Wise: “I didn’t study.”
Anna Woodward: “You should 
never wear your best trousers when 
you go out to fight for freedom and 
truth.” –Henrik Ibsen
Jemma Wyke-Smith: “*exasperated 
sigh* Ughhh, JEMMA" - CeCe Fish”
Justin Yu: “I saw it at Petsmart.”
Tradd Zanin: “A person’s a person 
no matter how small.”-Dr. Seuss
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What will you miss most about SOA?

Zoe Abedon: Being part of a four-
person dynasty in the Creative Writing 
department.
Mark Ablonczy: I will miss all the 
tryhards. They are nice people once 
you get to know them.
Bekah Adkins: I will miss the 
friendships and memories I have 
created over the past seven years.
Ted Anastopoulo: I will miss the free 
periods I had with Devin Donaldson 
and Emma MacMillan. We did some 
crazy things…
McKenna Andrews: What I am 
going to miss the most about SOA are 
all my close friends and the school’s 
vibe.
Lana Bagley: My friends most of all. 
I will miss sitting in Ms. Fitz’s room 
during lunch with my close friends 
and laughing at the stupidest things. 
Good things come in small groups.
Emily Baxley: I will miss walking 
around the hallways and hearing the 
talent of such amazing students every 
day. You walk around the hallways 
and hear talent oozing from every 
nook and cranny of the school. One 
day, I was sitting in the corner of a 
hallway eating lunch when I heard 
classical piano, jazz band, and vocal 
all at once. It was a cacophony, but it 
was beautiful. I will always miss the 
sound of music around every twist 
and turn in this school. 
Jackie Berry: The teachers.
Madison Bowman: Being able to 
wear whatever I want with artistic 
license. 
Matt Boyle: Chillin’ with the Squad. 
Kenneth Brabham: I will miss the 
family aspect of SOA the most.
Teonna Breland: Mrs. Yackey
Julia Brisbane: Having no soap in 
the bathroom 
Tavaris Brooks: I’ll miss 
experiencing all the different art forms 
on an almost daily basis.
Jarby Brown: Living through the 
long struggle of high school with my 
best friends. 
Liam Brunson: I’ll probably miss 
the life lessons and advice from Mr. 
Brehm.
Joey Busher: The creativity of the 
student body. 
Michaela Buttel: I will miss the 
close community we have here at SOA. 
I feel like we all have each other’s back 
here and it is a great feeling.
Maria Carillo: I’ma miss Katy. 
Alexandria Cavadias: I will miss 
seeing my boyfriend John everyday... 
And I will miss my interpreters too.

Avery Clontz: I will miss the free 
periods and hanging out with my 
friends. I will also miss having that 
close relationship between students 
and teachers that make everyone feel 
connected.
Kelsey Costa: I’ll miss Mr. Rogers 
telling us to sing a cappella and then 
proceeding to play the entire piece for 
us. 
Sarah Courville: I’ll miss Mr. 
Taylor’s constant self-deprecation and 
the library. Hold it down for me Ms. 
Deekle. 
Graham Crolley: The Creative 
Writing community. The utter and 
unquestionable acceptance of all 

things deemed “weird.” The people, 
of course. Probably the entire feeling 
of high school. And definitely Nick 
Scapellato.
Sierra Crossetti: I’ll miss my money 
the most.
Taylor Dahl: I will miss a lot of stuff, 
mainly my Creative Writing family.
Tevin Deas: Having piano 
incorporated into my curriculum.
Luke Deavor: I will miss my major 
most. For the most part band was 
really fun and I learned a lot and got 
along with everybody pretty well. 
Stephen Dey: The Smart Boards.
Olivia DiPaolo: The atmosphere 
and the people in my major. The sense 
of community in the school.
Devin Donaldson: The people. And 
also the free food occasionally found in 
the teacher’s lounge.
Teresa Elj: The friends I have made 
and Mr. Brehm’s jokes.

Frank Fabor: The things I will 
miss the most are the connections 
I have made over the last 7 years 
with my peers, the teachers, and the 
administrators.
Neva Ferantelli: That cool guy, 
Roger Taylor.
Sean Fitzgibbon: I will miss the 
constant sound of music or teachers 
yelling.
Abigail Floyd:  Alan Brehm
Gabe French: I will miss Mr. Kerr, 
and a couple other teachers that 
influenced me.
Daniel George: I will miss my crazy 
friends who are always “sick” for 
school.

Mackenzie Glasgow: I will miss 
my amazing friends that I have shared 
so many beautiful memories with: 
Jane Hilton, Bekah Adkins, Demetria 
Middleton, Mia Silvestri, Gabby 
Dizon, Claudia Ludden, and Devin 
Donaldson. I couldn’t have imagined a 
better four years without them.
Dallas Grant: The teachers and the 
opportunity to serve lunch detentions. 
Dmitri Grigorieff: The great 
teachers in the creative writing 
department, who have helped me so 
much and taught me things which are 
more important, but less quantifiable 
than the quadratic formula. 
Arthur Harris: My friends, they are 
almost all going to out of state schools.
Rebekah Hèbert: I will really miss 
the high school band room. It is the 
safest place on campus.
Gabrielle Hilario: Comfort of the 
Creative Writing Room chairs.

Megan Hoffman: Seeing the friends 
I have made over the last four years 
every day.
Brandon Holmes: The culture of 
expression.
Morgan Holt: Mr. Brehm 
Cherry Hu: The weather
Suzanne Jackson: I’ll miss getting 
stuck behind the train. 
Demetrius Jenkins: I will miss 
my friends I made over the last seven 
years, my teachers with their crazy 
personalities, and I will miss most of 
all the creative freedom that I had to 
express myself at an art school.
Noah Jordon: Dr. Teseniar
Anna Kalik: I’ll miss my friends. 
And Ted Anastopoulo. See you on the 
Amazing Race.  
Sophie Kendrick: I will miss 
the times when I aimlessly roamed 
campus without an objective and 
used the vocal practice rooms to find 
peace. 
Emilie LaPlante: I will miss Anne 
Cimballa so much.
Katie LeBarron: I’ll miss the SOA 
jazz band most of all. Being the band 
mom for Xavier Wright, Matthew 
Boyle, Jake Spell, and Noah Jones has 
been...indescribable. Also, getting to 
spend every day with my friends and 
the insane conversations we’ve had.
Cameron Leopold: I know I’ll 
never find another environment like 
this school, and it’s really special to 
be surrounded by hundreds of like-
minded, interesting, talented people 
who are all making really cool and 
inspiring art. That’s really valuable. 
Also, I don’t know how I’m going 

to be able to leave the best SOA Jazz 
Band we’ve ever had. That group is like 
family to me and so dear to my heart. 
I’m also going to miss Mr. Kerr and 
Mr. Foberg, who have both been like 
fathers to me.  
Lexi Levin: I will miss my friends 
because they have become my crazy 
family away from home.
Yulma Lopez: I will miss my bros. 
Claudia Ludden: I’ll miss this close 
knit family our class has become over 
the years. Yeah, it doesn’t seem like 
we’re that close because we can barely 
organize a senior prank or a skip day, 
but when we branch off to these huge 
colleges and don’t recognize any faces, 
it’s going to be weird and I don’t know 
if I’ll like it. Emma Macmillan: The 
sound of Mr. Younts’ keys jangling as 
he saunters down the hallway.
Mary Madden: Jump Jive & Wail.
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Victor Mardikian: I will most likely 
miss being able to practice playing the 
piano at a learning institution while 
still participating in academic classes 
and the great people I’ve met a long 
the way.
Sarah McCord: All the cool art 
people!
Callie McLean: AP Lit. 
Delaney McLernon: Grub On The 
Green a.k.a. the best thing that’s ever 
happened to SOA.
Destiny Meadows: Everyone in 
band. 
Demetria Middleton: The 
welcoming atmosphere from all the 
students. 
Makayla Middleton: What I 
would miss the most is our crazy SOA 
Deaf/HH program, because it was 
never normal. 
Everybody is 
so different in 
that program, 
which is what 
makes it special. 
It feels like a 
family reunion 
the entire 
school year. I 
really enjoyed 
being around 
them! They are 
a whole lot of 
jokers I’ve never 
seen before. I would surely miss being 
around them so much! 
Angelo Moe: What I will miss most 
about SOA are my senior classmates. 
Melanee Molette: I’ll miss being 
after school for hours and helping out. 
SOA is literally my second home. 
Devon Nalley: I will miss my friends 
who have been there for me every step 
of the way. 
Nikita Narodnitskiy: The Duck 
Pond.
Leigh Nelson:What I will miss most 
about SOA is the honesty that people 
express through their major and their 
creativity.
Milan Nelson: I will miss the relaxed 
atmosphere where everyone can feel 
they belong, and being surrounded by 
incredibly talented individuals. 
Amelia Neilsen: My friends.
Betina North: I will miss the positive 
atmosphere the most and all of the 
people I was fortunate enough to meet.
Savanna Osborne: I will miss the 
familiar comforts of the breezeway 
and classrooms and the sounds of 
switching classes, but most of all I 
will miss what these past 7 years were 
filled with: new connections and old 
friendships, hills and valleys, hopes 

and losses. I will miss SOA in ways that 
I don’t yet understand.
Maddy Parnall: I’ll miss Olivia 
Prichard, Short, all the SOA shows and 
concerts I never went to, Brehm, no 
soap in the bathrooms, Drennan and 
Reese (oh wait).
SaVannah Pasley: Lake SOA and 
doing Stems in Dr. Cusatis’s class 10th 
grade and 12th grade year.
Lauren Patterson: Mrs. Link 
exasperatedly huffing at me every time 
I do anything ever.  
Tony Picnkney: I will miss getting 
the opportunity to learn from my 
major teachers on a daily basis.
Sarah Platts: Let’s face it… if this 
answer isn’t the lunch cookies you’ve 
done something wrong.
Gavin Quinton: Deion Smith.

Chyna Reese: 
What I will most 
about SOA is 
being around 
the teachers and 
students.
M a r g i e 
R h o d e s : 
The thing I’ll 
miss the most 
about SOA 
will be seeing 
my classmates 
perform and 
seeing their art 

work around the school.
Kannon Rickell: The large 
assortment of interesting and talented 
students and staff members that have 
made my experience at this school 
exciting.
Meredith Riggs: Here at SOA I made 
wonderful friends that have helped me 
grow into the person I have become. 
As we all part separate ways I hope 
they accomplish 
all their dreams. 
J a i e r a 
Roberts: What 
I will miss most 
about SOA are 
some wonderful 
teachers, my 
theatre major, 
and the beautiful 
campus. 
Joe Roddey: 
All my teachers. 
Y’all the real 
MVP.
Madelyn Rodeffer: Having all my 
friends in one place.
Elle Root: I will miss not having to 
pay for my education.
Sara Russell: I will miss the lack of 
organization and spontaneity.

Lee Ryan: Dr. Cusatis.
John Sadler: What I will miss most 
about SOA is my friends that are not 
going to the same college as me.
Sabrina Sanchez: Mock Trial.
Paris Scott: The dress code.
Maddy Seabrook: I’ll miss knowing 
where I’m going. 
More than 
anything I’ll miss 
the CW program, 
all of the teachers 
and the students. 
Mia Silvestri: 
I will miss being 
surrounded by 
people who want 
to continually 
improve upon 
themselves. 
Christina Simpson: I will miss the 
dynamic and supportive community of 
teachers and classmates that motivated 
me to push myself in my academic and 
artistic pursuits. 
Mattie Smith: I will miss the lenient 
absence policy and overnight field 
trips to the most obscure places with 
my theatre class.
Douglas Smith: I will miss the good 
times with my friends, teachers, and 
fellow students.
Deion Smith: Everything.
Alika Smith: I will miss the squad 
(consisting of some people I’ve known 
for almost seven years).
Jake Spell: I will miss some of the 
teachers.
Dean Spyropoulos: That area that 
the elevator spills into on the second 
story of the administration building.
Halie Stevenson: I will miss the 
friendships I have made, the closeness 
I have cultivated with my teachers and 
the unconditional support of SOA.

M e g a n 
S t r a n g e : 
Mr. Brehm’s 
Econ class has 
had the most 
impact on me 
because I feel 
that the class 
really taught 
me things I’ll 
need to know 
for life in the 
future or even 
now.
A n t h o n y 

Szwast: I will miss the teachers the 
most. It is apparent that they are not 
working for the money, but because 
they love to teach.
Lauren Twitty: I will miss all the 
creative and talented people I have 

gone to school with for several years 
and the lack of hand soap in the girls 
bathroom. 
Victoria Vanderpool: I will miss 
my favorite teachers and classes, free 
education/ art supplies, and friends.
Sarah Vane: What I’ll miss most 

about SOA is 
the generally 
accepting and 
non-discriminate 
student body. 
Sure, it’s high 
school, and with 
that comes the 
typical high 
school bullying, 
but at SOA it feels 
like the staff and 
student body have 

an overall respect for one another.
Maddy Walsh: I will always 
remember going to the band room 
during lunch and walking into mini 
concerts, like Xavier and Noah tearing 
up Moon Hooch or just Zach messing 
around with annoying high notes.
Simeon Washington: Being able to 
pass all my classes while sleeping.
Loren Wells: The diverse group of 
people— there are so many people who 
are on different levels academically, 
culturally, economically, etcetera and 
it’s so neat to get to observe/learn and 
become friends with so many of these 
people, especially when everyone has 
at least one thing in common like 
artistic appreciation.
Raven White: I will miss the people, 
and I mean everyone. This school 
has such a diverse group of talented 
students and teachers that I’m pretty 
sure I will never meet another group 
of people as unique as the ones I have 
grown up with over these 7 years. 
Hailey Williams: The camaraderie 
of my creative writing family.
Rachel Windsor: I will miss the 
kind, hilarious, and sassy students 
who make SOA what it is; prestigious 
because the talent of everyone here 
makes it so. 
Aly Wintz: I will miss the family-like 
atmosphere, the friends and teachers 
I’ve grown close to. 
Sasha Wise: The feeling of the 
creative atmosph
Xavier Wright: Noah Jones.
Jemma Wyke-Smith: I will miss 
the consistent frigid cold of the Black 
Box Theatre.
Justin Yu: All of the Art majors.
Tradd Zanin: I will miss my major 
class and all my friendships I’ve 
established
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Do you have any advice for underclassmen?

Zoe Abedon: There is one person in 
every grade who you should look up to, 
respect, admire, and imitate. They are 
Tess, Bailey, and River Abedon. Also 
stress is an illusion. 
Mark Ablonczy: Don’t let the 
government mind control you.
Bekah Adkins: Do your work even 
if it means giving up leisure time. I 
promise it will pay off in the end. 
Ted Anastopoulo: Make sure to 
challenge yourself. You might as well 
get something out of school if you have 
to show up every day. At the same 
time, know your limits and how much 
you can handle. 
McKenna Andrews: My advice for 
underclassmen would be to learn how 
to organize yourself, keep your GPA up 
because it will pay off in the long run, 
and put yourself in as many clubs/
activates as possible.
Lana Bagley: Do all your work, even 
if you have to do it ahead of time, do it. 
It will pay off in the long run I promise 
you. 
Emily Baxley: Don’t overload 
yourself. I know there’s a million 
things you want to do, but you don’t 
have to do them all at once. So don’t 
take on too much (even if you think 
you can handle it. Give yourself some 
space). 
Jackie Berry: Get the best grades 
possible.
Madison Bowman: Breathe. Don’t 
stress it. Love life. It’s just high school. 
You have so many better adventures to 
come.
Matt Boyle: Listen to what Mr. 
Brehm has to say, he’ll teach you how 
to be successful at everything.

Kenneth Brabham: I advise the 
underclassmen to take school seriously 
all the way up to the last month or so of 
your senior year. Grades do count even 
after you get your college acceptance. A 
good GPA gets you some good money 
for college.
Julia Brandon: My advice would be 
don’t trust the system and there are 
snitches among us.
Teonna Breland: If you stay ready...
you won’t have to get ready.
Julia Brisbane: Keep your head in 
the game.
Tavaris Brooks: Don’t take difficult 
classes your senior year, instead take 
easy electives.
Jarby Brown: Do your best to 
tolerate the unnecessary obstacles 
thrown in front of you. Challenge 
yourself when confronted with the 
necessary obstacles. Keep fighting 
against things you see as wrong going 
on in school and class.
Liam Brunson: 12th grade isn’t as 
difficult as it seems. Just get your work 
done and make this year memorable.
Joey Busher: Yes.
Maria Carillo: Do your work, fool, 
and don’t bring any valuables to 
school. 
Alexandria Cavadias: My advice 
for underclassmen is that if y’all have 
a rough day… Just place your hand 
on your heart. Feel that? That’s called 
purpose. You’re alive for a reason. So 
don’t give up. 
Avery Clontz: My advice for 
underclassmen would be to always 
do your work. Whether that means 
pulling all nighters or doing it during 
lunch, always do the work and always 
do it honestly.
Kelsey Costa: Senioritis is going to 
hit you like a brick wall but try not to 
slack off because your year is going 
to go a lot more smoothly if you’re 
not drowning in missing assignments 
and detention slips. Also, begin your 
college applications EARLY because 
as the year progresses your workload 
only increases and so will your stress 
level if you also need to write college 
and scholarship essays.  
Sarah Courville: Nobody wants to 
hear about your class placement so 
honestly stop talking about it. 
Graham Crolley: Find joy in 
everything you do. Pay attention to 
everything, in school and out, except 
when you must sleep. Even then, pay 
attention to dreams. Record what you 
think. It matters. Also, the cafeteria 
Salisbury steaks are not as bad as they 

look.
Sierra Crossetti: Eat now before 
your metabolism slows down.
Taylor Dahl: You will end up where 
you’re supposed to be. Chill.
Tevin Deas: My advice would be to 
stay ahead in all of your classes and 
be more proactive about all of the 
assignments given to you. 
Luke Deavor: My advice for 
underclassmen would be to focus and 
lock in when during the right time, but 
to also keep stress minimal if you can 
and to have fun and enjoy be a senior. 
Stephen Dey: No.
Olivia DiPaolo: DON’T SLACK 
FRESHMAN AND SOPHOMORE 
YEAR.
Devin Donaldson: Underclassmen. 
Ok, so yes high school is a pain in the 
neck and it’s hard. You will cry and you 
will bleed, but stop complaining. Stop 
making excuses and just keep on going 
because if Napoleon Bonaparte can 
be born out of wedlock and then still 
have the mustard to become emperor 
of France, then you can definitely get 
through high school. Stop worrying 
and just get your stuff done.  
Teresa Elj: Don’t waste your time 
being jealous or threatened or even 
angry at others- when you look back 
you’ll see how silly it all really was.
Frank Fabor: I’d tell the 
underclassmen to turn in their work 
and get good grades now so when 
they’re seniors life will be a lot easier.
Neva Ferantelli: Remember, Roger 
Taylor is a cool guy.
CeCe Fish: Act like you’re supposed 
to be there and no one will question 
you.
Sean Fitzgibbon: Respect your 
teachers and study hard.

Abigail Floyd: Do your best 9th, 
10th, and 11th grade because senioritis 
is real. Seriously. I spent 2 hours just 
looking at homework the other day 
and couldn’t force myself to do it.
Gabe French: Don’t make skipping 
class a habit.
Daniel George: The cops at school 
will pull you over for surfing on your 
friend’s hood… we all have tried it 
before.
Olivia Givens: Don’t get caught up 
in petty drama.
Mackenzie Glasgow: To the 
underclassmen, have fun and make 
memories, but don’t forget yourself 
and feel you need to be like everyone 
else. Stay strong in your beliefs and 
morals and stand up for yourself. 
Being confident and being you is the 
best thing you can do these next 4 
years before entering the real world, 
because once high school ends your 
life begins.
Dallas Grant: Please keep your 
hands to yourself.
Dmitri Grigorieff: Cause a ruckus. 
Hmu irl if you would like more specific 
subversive instructions. 
Arthur Harris: No. High school is 
not very hard. If you just do your work 
and show up to class then you will be 
just fine.
Rebekah Hèbert:  Starting anything, 
an assignment, or project, or whatever, 
is the hardest part, but don’t let that 
discourage you. 
Jane Hilton: My advice for 
underclassmen would be to get your 
GPA as strong as you can before senior 
year...senioritis is real! Also, don’t 
cram your senior year with a bunch of 
hard classes because you will WANT to 
enjoy it, trust me. 
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Megan Hoffman: High school flies 
by way quicker than you think it will. 
Don’t be in such a hurry to grow up.
Brandon Holmes: Don’t take this 
experience for granted. Value the high 
level of education given and make the 
most of it.
Morgan Holt: Don’t try to act better 
than other people, nobody thinks that’s 
cool. Also, make light of situations, 
don’t take everything so seriously. 
Being bitter in high school just makes 
life stinks. 
Cherry Hu: Don't 
be afraid to chase 
what you want.
Lamar Hunter: 
This is more so 
for my HIP-HOP 
guys and girls in 
DANCE and also in 
OTHER MAJORS 
who really take 
Hip-Hop as a true 
serious passion. 
Take every opportunity you can use 
Hip-hop and make it an advantage for 
performances, trips, festivals, etc. Ask 
the Dance teachers to use their room 
at lunch or whenever, most likely they 
will let you. Make a club, do cyphers 
at lunch after school in the breezeway, 
parking lot, in front of the school, the 
gym, where ever. Make sure Hip-Hop 
is known! ‘Cause trust me, everyone is 
interested even when they say they are 
not. THERE ARE MORE OF YOU IN 
THIS SCHOOL THAN YOU THINK! 
But you have to work as a team and 
stay a team. And remember there are 
MANY ART TALENTS in the Hip-
Hop Culture, so make it relevant for 
everyone, the more the better, and 
we will definitely see a change in this 
school regarding Hip-Hop And I may 
somewhat come back.
S u z a n n e 
Jackson: Nap 
soundly and nap 
often. 
Stuart James: 
15 minutes could 
save you 15 
percent or more 
on car insurance.
D e m e t r i u s 
Jenkins: Keep 
your GPA up, 
don’t get caught 
up in any of the 
drama or trends that high school 
brings, and stay true to your values 
and who you are as a person.
Anna Kalik: Work hard junior year. 
Take the hard classes. Senior year... 
don't.

Sophie Kendrick: Freshman and 
sophomore year actually do matter 
despite what some people may say. 
If you do  poorly those first two years 
it will affect your total GPA and class 
rank a lot more than you would think. 
Emilie LaPlante: Don’t spend all of 
your money on food.
Katie LeBarron: Turns out 
freshman and sophomore year do 
matter so don’t screw up.
Cameron Leopold: Don’t stress 

about things 
always being 
perfect. You can 
only improve on 
something by 
doing it wrong first 
and doing it wrong 
a lot. Perfection 
is a process and it 
takes time for your 
abilities to catch up 
to your taste. Just 
get it done. PLAN 

OUT COLLEGE APPLICATIONS AND 
SENIOR THESIS WAY EARLIER 
THAN YOU THINK YOU NEED TO. 
It’s impossible to have a light load 
senior year no matter what you do so 
get the big stuff done early.
Lexi Levin: Get your thesis DONE 
EARLY!!!!
Yulma Lopez: Underclassmen: 
please focus on making your 9th and 
10th  grades above a B.
Claudia Ludden: Underclassmen- 
High school flies by way faster than 
you think it will, so try to have as much 
fun as you can. Don’t take yourself too 
seriously. 
Emma Macmillan: Relax.
Mary Madden: Stay passionate 
about your major.
Sarah McCord: Be smarter because 
high school is the only thing that will 

matter.
Callie McLean: 
No.
D e l a n e y 
M c L e r n o n : 
Make lists and 
time for what you 
need to do for 
school work. It 
will help you out 
in the long run, 
trust me. Also, 
make studying 
and working on 

school work a habit. Then you won’t 
have to worry about forgetting to do 
anything.
Destiny Meadows: Actually try 
hard the 3 years before high school. 
Demetria Middleton: Stay true to 

your major. Never let the grade define 
or alter your love for your talent.
Makayla Middleton: I would 
advise them to stay on task because 
your future will be successful if you 
stay in School of the Arts.
Angelo Moe: Senoritis is real, so 
don’t slack off senior year.
Melanee Molette: My advice for 
underclassmen would be to manage 
your time wisely.
Devon Nalley: Enjoy high school 
while you can. It goes way too fast!
Nikita Narodnitskiy: Speak softly 
and carry a big stick.
Leigh Nelson: Find something that 
makes you truly happy and pursue it.
Milan Nelson: My advice for 
underclassmen is to stay true to 
yourself. 
Amelia Neilsen: When planning 
your senior classes, expect senioritis to 
be 10 times worse than you imagined. 
Don't take too many challenging 
classes.
Betina North: Do not rush through 
high school. It may not seem like much 
right now, but try to appreciate it while 
it lasts. 
Savanna Osborne: Do your work. 
Come to school. But don’t lose yourself 
in it. Remember that it’s okay to mess 
up sometimes. It’s okay to take a 
break. You’ll be 
alright.
M a d d y 
Parnall: My 
advice for 
underclassmen 
is to 1) chill 
out, your life 
will be so much 
easier if you 
just accept a 
B+ instead of 
wasting time studying for an A; and 2) 
GO TO OUT OF STATE COLLEGE IF 
YOU WANT TO, don’t settle for South 
Carolina if you don’t like it (you’d be 
surprised at how many out of state 
places give heavy scholarships).
SaVannah Pasley: Senioritis hits 
HARD! And do not procrastinate on 
homework or projects.
Lauren Patterson: Don’t ask to go 
to the bathroom and then come back 
thirty minutes later with Bojangles. 
Your teacher will notice. You will get 
a detention.  
Tony Picnkney: Underclassmen 
should know not to take their time 
at SOA for granted because the 
experience goes by really fast.
Sarah Platts: Go home and learn 
how taxes work because knowing how 
to graph a linear equation will not 

matter to the IRS. 
Gavin Quinton: The price of success 
is hard work.
Chyna Reese: The advice I have for 
the underclassmen is to enjoy your 
senior year but make sure that you 
keep up with your work because it is 
important.
Margie Rhodes: My advice to 
underclassmen is to take AP Biology if 
you can. It’s an amazing class, and Mr. 
Short is an awesome teacher.
Kannon Rickell: There is always 
someone willing to help, but it is 
likely they don’t know you need it. 
Remember to communicate ahead of 
time, and do not be afraid to speak 
out when treated unfairly. Otherwise, 
nothing will change.
Meredith Riggs: Act like you are 
supposed to be there and no one will 
question you, and more importantly, 
don't waste the time you have left here 
at SOA.
Jaiera Roberts: No matter how 
tough or how busy things may get, take 
the time to get to know you. In this life 
you will face obstacles you’ve never 
faced before. Once you start to get to 
know WHO YOU ARE, you begin to 
want to improve WHO YOU ARE and 
for that reason, you will overcome the 
things thrown you way. 

Joe Roddey: 
Just do your 
h o m e w o r k . 
It’s literally the 
easiest grade 
you can ever 
earn.
M a d e l y n 
R o d e f f e r : 
Live, laugh, 
love.
Elle Root: 

Keep your grades up, and don’t rely on 
teachers to do that for you.
Sara Russell: Don't take life too 
seriously, kids.
Lee Ryan: Keep your head down.
John Sadler: My advice to 
underclassmen would be to always try 
your hardest in school because it will 
help later on with getting into college 
and getting scholarships.
Paris Scott: Do your homework.
Maddy Seabrook: Don’t walk 
through the glass walkway of the 
Pegasus Garden in heels. Also, don’t be 
afraid to just be nice to people. Don’t 
spend as much time coming up with 
excuses as you do actually working. 
Feel free to act differently from your 
friends, be it in your dress, your art, 
or your behavior. You will never regret 
working hard. It’s okay to like things. 
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Mia Silvestri: Find satisfaction 
within yourself. Don't count on other 
people for it.
Christina Simpson: Work hard 
from the beginning, and do not 
stop until the end. If you want to be 
regarded as the best, you must strive 
to be the best.
Mattie Smith: Be friends with as 
many people as possible. The more 
people you are friends with, the more 
resources you will have for carrying 
out your long term agenda.
Douglas Smith: Challenge yourself, 
and do everything wholeheartedly.
Deion Smith: Have fun.
Alika Smith: My advice would to set 
your goals early and don’t let anything 
deter you from working towards them.
Jake Spell: Study and do good 
sophomore and junior year so you can 
get into a good college and so you can 
be slack in your senior year.
Dean Spyropoulos: Go to (some) 
classes senior year
Megan Strange: My advice to the 
underclassmen is do not slack off now 
because it will kick you in the butt 
when you’re applying for colleges. 
Anthony Szwast: I would advise 
them to make the most of the 
education SOA provides for them. 
SOA really prepares you for life if 
you try your hardest, so this is my 
advice: do not get lazy, but do your 

homework. Another piece of advice 
is time management. The problem of 
having too much to do often occurs at 
SOA, and procrastination only makes 
it worse.
Lauren Twitty: If you are ever 
late to school, just avoid making 
eye contact with anyone in the 
administration building, and slip into 
your class silently. Always do your 
homework, and 
keep working 
hard until the 
very end (of 
your senior 
year) because 
e v e r y t h i n g 
counts.
V i c t o r i a 

Vanderpool: 
Do your Cusatis 
h o m e w o r k . 
Don’t wait until 
the last minute 
to work on your 
senior thesis. Accept the fact that you 
may have to pull some all-nighters. 
Don’t slack off, but don’t stress out 
too much. Everything works out in the 
end. 
Sarah Vane: To Underclassmen- 
Senioritis is real, but don’t slack off 
after you get your college acceptance 
letter, it sucks at the end of the year 
when all you want to do is get out but 

you’re stuck loaded down with work. 
Also, to the rising seniors, the teachers 
you have next year are some of the 
coolest, don’t be afraid to reach out 
and talk to them
Maddy Walsh: Find out who you 
are and be yourself. Find your passion 
and follow where it takes you. 
Simeon Washington: It’s not that 
serious. Don’t stress, pull out your 

hair, cry or 
w h a t e v e r 
you might 
want to do. 
Stay calm, 
write down 
what needs 
to be done, 
o r g a n i z e , 
p l a n , 
and take 
e v e r y t h i n g 
one step at a 
time. If you 
look too far 

ahead of the car you’ll run a stop sign.
Loren Wells: Get a calendar 
organizer and keep track of your 
assignments by planning well for HW 
and studying. It will definitely help 
your grades.
Raven White: Stay fly, youngins’.
Hailey Williams: Before you do 
anything, always ask yourself "Would 
an idiot do this?" If the answer is yes, 

don't do that thing. 
Rachel Windsor: Work hard in 
everything you do because in the 
long run it all matters. You will regret 
not caring when you’re 60 years old, 
retired, and all you want is to learn 
what you could have known years ago. 
Aly Wintz: I know you're eager to 
get to the end (I've had a countdown 
calendar since I was a sophomore), 
but try to enjoy where you are now. 
Also, take lots of pictures. I know it 
might look obnoxious to be spending 
so much time taking pictures of you 
and your friends, but trust me, you'll 
be happy you have them later. 
Sasha Wise: I know you're eager to 
get to the end (I've had a countdown 
calendar since I was a sophomore), 
but try to enjoy where you are now. 
Also, take lots of pictures. I know it 
might look obnoxious to be spending 
so much time taking pictures of you 
and your friends, but trust me, you'll 
be happy you have them later. 
Anna Woodward: Advocate for 
yourself.
Xavier Wright: Don’t get caught.
Jemma Wyke-Smith: If you act like 
you know what you're doing, no one 
will question you.
Justin Yu: Don’t take a lot of AP 
classes your senior year.
Tradd Zanin: NEVER put off till 
tomorrow what you could do today.

What are your plans after graduation?

Zoe Abedon: Explore the theory “ball 
is life” at Duke University. 
Mark Ablonczy: Invent time travel. 
Profit.
Bekah Adkins: I will be attending 
the University of South Carolina in the 
fall. I am not quite sure where that will 
take me, but I am excited to take the 
journey. 
Ted Anastopoulo: This summer I 
plan on doing the Insanity Workout 
every day before running five miles 
and lifting weights at the gym. Need to 
look good at Clemson, right?
McKenna Andrews: My plan 
after graduation is to go to College of 
Charleston for four years and maybe 
major in something related to pre-
dental or pre-med.  I am also going to 
Africa this summer which I am very 
excited about!
Lana Bagley: I am attending College 
of Charleston in the fall and majoring 
in Special Education.
Emily Baxley: I will be heading to 
Charleston Southern University this 
fall. I will be a Teaching Fellow there 
with a major in Early Childhood and 

Elementary Education.
Jackie Berry: Pursue a degree in 
computer science and eventually land 
a job for the Department of Energy.
Madison Bowman: Claim my 
rightful place as Amerlia Minunet 
Thermopolis Ronaldi, Princess of 
Genovia… But seriously, I am taking 
a gap year to find who I am, worship 
my Savior, and minister to the the 
countless hurting people in countries 
bordering the 
Indian Ocean. 
After, I plan to 
get a my graduate 
degree or PhD in 
psychology. 
Matt Boyle: I 
plan to pursue 
a degree in 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Business at USC.
K e n n e t h 

Brabham: After 
graduation, I will 
be majoring in 
architecture at Clemson University.
Julia Brandon: College and then 

travel the world!
Teonna Breland: My plan after 
graduation is to do a fashion internship 
at FIT in New York over the summer 
and to travel abroad and hangout with 
my Woes when I can.
Julia Brisbane: Attending Clemson 
University.
Tavaris Brooks: I plan on 
attending Clemson University to study 
architecture.

Jarby Brown: 
I am attending 
the University of 
South Carolina 
as a Tuba Music 
P e r f o r m a n c e 
Major.
Liam Brunson: 
I will be attending 
C l e m s o n 
University and 
will be majoring 
in Biological 
Sciences with a 
minor in Spanish.

Lindsey Bryant: Majoring in 
Pharmacy at USC.

Joey Busher: I will be going to the 
Calhoun Honors College at Clemson as 
a Bioengineering major.
Michaela Buttel: I will be attending 
Winthrop University and majoring in 
Exercise Science.
Manny Byas: After graduation, I 
plan on attending C of C for one year, 
and then. Moving out of state to attend 
Georgia Southern to peruse my carrier 
in biology, hopefully. I also plan on 
obtaining a many fridge at some point 
in my life…
Maria Carillo: I plan to go to C of C.
Alexandria Cavadias: My plan is 
to go to college and study to become a 
special education teacher.
Avery Clontz: After graduation, I’m 
going to Trident Tech for two years and 
then doing the transfer program. I’m 
not sure which college I’m transferring 
into yet.
Kelsey Costa: I plan on going to 
school to become a psychiatric nurse 
and hopefully work in an eating 
disorder or mental health facility up 
north.



 June 2015                                      Features                                                  Page 59
Sarah Courville: I'll be at Barnard 
College of Columbia University, petting 
a lot of different dogs and studying in 
a lot of different parks. If you see me 
in New York City don't say hi. (Just 
kidding you actually can haha.) 
Graham Crolley: I’ll be attending 
Emerson College in Boston where 
I’ll major in Writing, Literature, and 
Publishing. Perhaps my band Mother 
Mary and the Scrimscrams will have 
made it big by then.
Taylor Dahl: I will be attending 
Virginia Commonwealth University 
in Richmond as an English major- 
probably writing 10 page papers every 
other night and never sleeping because 
I will be reading all of the time.
Tevin Deas: I plan on attending 
Clemson University and studying 
mechanical engineering.
Luke Deavor: My plans after 
graduation are to attend Trident for 
a short time and then transfer to 
Winthrop University.
Stephen Dey: College.
Olivia DiPaolo: I'm going to school 
in NYC and hopefully will get an arts-
oriented job.
Gabby Dizon: 
Attending the real 
USC (go cocks!).
Devin Donaldson: 
Go home and sleep. 
Teresa Elj: Well, 
I am going to 
college, and I plan 
on following my art. 
I hope to become a 
professional in my 
field and eventually 
travel the world. 
Frank Fabor: 
After high school I 
will be going to the 
University of South Carolina majoring 
in mechanical engineering. After that I 
will join the Merchant Marines.
Neva Ferantelli: Be just like Roger 
Taylor, because he is a cool guy.
CeCe Fish: I’m gonna yeet on outta 
here. 
Sean Fitzgibbon: I will attend 
Winthrop University.
Abigail Floyd: I'm going to C of 
C Honors College and majoring in 
Exercise Science, minoring in Pepe the 
frog memes.
Gabe French: I plan on going to the 
University of South Carolina.
Daniel George: I plan on going out 
to eat because graduation is at like 7, 
and I will definitely be hungry. Then I 
go to the University of South Carolina, 
then I get my masters in Education 
and teach biology, then I have 3 kids 

and die.
Olivia Givens: Going to college at 
Winthrop University.
Mackenzie Glasgow: After June 
4th I’m leaving for Germany for 2 and 
a half weeks, then 
going to New York 
City for a 2 week 
summer intensive 
with the Radio City 
Rockettes, then 
coming back to New 
York for my first 
Radio City Rockette 
audition (the real 
deal)!!! After that I 
will again be going 
to New York to move 
into my apartment 
for college!
Dallas Grant: 
Dropping my 
mixtape and getting 
rich.
Dmitri Grigorieff: Do a 360 in the 
SOA parking lot for all of my haters 
then skkrrrt off down East Montague 
at 100 mph listening to “Whip Game” 

by Future.
Arthur Harris: 
I am going to 
attend College of 
Charleston.
Rebekah Hèbert: 
I will be attending 
Appalachian State 
University to 
pursue a career in 
astrobiology. I plan 
on actually studying 
and spending most 
of my time in their 
observatory.
Gabrielle Hilario: 
Road trips over the 

summer and attending USC in the fall.
Jane Hilton: I plan on attending 
Clemson University in the fall and 
graduating from there in 2019. I 
hope to go on to graduate school for 
Occupational Therapy at MUSC. 
Megan Hoffman: I am going 
camping for a week. Oh, and college.
Brandon Holmes: After graduation 
I plan to do what I do.
Morgan Holt: College and become a 
responsible adult, but that comes later 
Cherry Hu: I'll be heading to UC 
Davis for International Relations.
Lamar Hunter: My plans are to go 
to Trident Technical College. Then I'm 
moving to New Jersey to go to college 
to in NYC or get a good job.
Max Hutton: Marry a rich doctor.
Suzanne Jackson: I’ll be attending 
Bard College up in New York.

Stuart James: Go to USC, major in 
Criminal Justice and ROTC.
Demetrius Jenkins: My plans after 
graduation are to attend and graduate 
from The Citadel Military College with 

bachelors in science 
and engineering, then 
maybe consider a 
career in the Air Force 
for civil engineering or 
find a regular job in my 
career.
Noah Jordan: Be 
uninhibited.
Anna Kalik: I'm 
taking a gap year in 
Israel (and a trip to 
China!) Then, Ithaca 
College for Film! 
Sophie Kendrick: 
I will be moving to 
Chicago for college 
where I will immerse 
myself in the city 

lifestyle. 
Emilie LaPlante: I’m going to 
college and then grad school and 
then (hopefully) get a great job and 
(hopefully) travel the world.
Katie LeBarron: I’m going to Disney 
World. Not even kidding. Then, in the 
fall, I start at the University of South 
Carolina’s Honors College.
Cameron Leopold: Immediately 
after, I will probably join up with 
Rebekah, Savanna, Mary, and Sara, 
and we will mess stuff 
up. I will then have 
a wonderful summer 
with said girl squad and 
continue to work on and 
write music. Evergreen 
is recording an album, 
and I will spend the 
summer mixing and 
producing it. I am 
going to USC for music, 
and after becoming the 
best bassist and audio 
engineer in the world I 
will proceed to take the 
world over and rule it 
as (doublebass)queen.
Lexi Levin: I'm going to start my 
life... finally.
Yulma Lopez: I plan on going to 
college and stuff.
Claudia Ludden: After graduation, 
I plan to utilize my individuality and 
freedom (mostly from my parents)… I’ll 
be traveling to England and Scotland 
for a month with my family, and then 
I’ll be working and living in New York 
City as a nanny until school starts. 
In August I will start my journey at 
Clemson University and follow a pre-

med track so I can proceed to medical 
school to become an OBGYN. Well, at 
least that’s the current plan, but it’s 
always subject to change: that’s life. 
Emma Macmillan: I plan to sell 
some of my golden hair on Craigslist 
and obtain enough money to buy out 
Disney and name myself an official 
Disney Princess.
Mary Madden: Attending Newberry- 
Music Performance Major.
Sarah McCord: Travel for a while 
and settle down in probs a jungle 
far from any system that places a 
high value on money or any type of 
authority whilst also being much more 
civilized than any society that has 
known existence.
Astrid McGlone: Have an awesome 
summer, and then more school.
Callie McLean: Going to USC 
Honors and becoming super rich.
Delaney McLernon: I want to 
intern at my church until I can get a 
job there, but I don’t have any other 
set plans besides that. I just want to do 
something that makes me happy.
Destiny Meadows: Going to 
Furman. Go Paladins!
Demetria Middleton: Attend 
Clemson majoring in psychology.
Makayla Middleton: My plans 
after graduation are to find two good 
jobs for me to do during the summer, 
apply for Trident Technical College, 
and apply for as many scholarships 

as possible so I can 
get good opportunities 
to cover most of the 
college funds. I will try 
to apply for acting and 
photography as my 
career’s goal.
Angelo Moe: After 
graduation, I plan 
to attend Clemson 
University in the fall.
Melanee Molette: 
After graduation, I 
plan to spend some 
time with friends and 
family before going off 
to college.

Devon Nalley: I plan to go to college 
and become a performer.
Nikita Narodnitskiy: Finish 
Candide.
Leigh Nelson: I plan getting my first 
job and volunteering at MUSC this 
summer. I’ll also be attending Clemson 
in the fall.
Milan Nelson: After graduation, I 
will be attending Clemson University.
Amelia Neilsen: Going to Colorado 
State University, majoring in political 
science.
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Betina North: I will be attending 
North Carolina A&T State University 
and majoring in Psychology.
Savanna Osborne: As far as further 
schooling, I plan to earn a degree 
in Social Work. As for the rest of my 
existence… who knows?
Maddy Parnall: I’m going to Georgia 
Tech for electrical engineering, so 
basically to my grave.
SaVannah Pasley: I’ll 
attend South Carolina State 
University and open a store.
Lauren Patterson: Marry 
rich.
Tony Picnkney: I plan to 
work during the summer until 
college starts.
Sarah Platts: After high 
school, I will be in South Africa 
for two years with Young Adults 
in Global Mission.
Gavin Quinton: Go to school. 
Again. 
Chyna Reese: My plan after 
graduation is to attend Claflin 
University.
Margie Rhodes: After 
graduation, I plan on 
attending the University of 
South Carolina in the fall and 
majoring in biology. During 
the summer I’ll be staying in 
Charleston and working.
Kannon Rickell: To organize 
myself for the next stage of life 
and prepare for the next level 
of performance at my college.
Meredith Riggs: After 
graduation, I plan on attending the 
University of South Carolina where I 
will be majoring in Biological Sciences 
on the pre-medical track and minoring 
in music. 
Jaiera Roberts: My plan is to attend 
North Carolina A&T University with 
my Bachelors and then my Ph.D 
without stopping through school. 
Joe Roddey: Go to Texas and develop 
a thick southern drawl, marry a blond 
Texan girl, and make a killing on my 
invention of the automatic slinky.
Madelyn Rodeffer: I will be 
attending College of Charleston.
Elle Root: I’ll attend C of C and get 
my degree in Elementary Education.
Lee Ryan: Own all the dogs.
John Sadler: After graduation, I will 
be attending Clemson to study Animal 
and Veterinary Science.
Sabrina Sanchez: I am going to the 
King’s College in NYC.
Piper Schaberg: My plan after 
graduation is to attend the Florence 
Academy of Art in New York.

Paris Scott: I want to travel and gain 
as much life experience as I can before 
college.
Maddy Seabrook: In fall, I’m 
attending Columbia College Chicago 
to double major in Cultural Studies 
(minor in gender studies) and Musical 
Theatre. Domesticate a bat. Do some 
avant-garde political theatre. Attain 

the world’s largest collection of red 
lipstick. Create a thin-tipped pen that 
doesn’t run out of ink. Grow three 
inches. Just kidding about the last 
part, I like my height. 
Mia Silvestri: Attend Hunter College 
and major in dance education.
Christina Simpson: I will be 
attending Clemson University in the 
Fall of 2019 as a Biological Sciences 
major. After completing my degree 
at Clemson, I want to attend medical 
school and become a pediatric 
cardiologist. 
Mattie Smith: I will be going to 
college in Chicago without my dog. 
Douglas Smith: I plan to go to 
Winthrop and play baseball.
Deion Smith: College… duh.
Alika Smith: My plans after 
graduation are to hopefully get an MD-
PhD degree at Yale. I want to double 
major in Molecular Biology and 
Neuroscience or a science with either 
business or law. 
Jake Spell: Go home and sleep 

because it’s gonna be late.
Dean Spyropoulos: I’m going to 
Vassar College.
Halie Stevenson: My plans can 
be summed up as thus: to Live. To 
enjoy life and to travel. To see beauty 
and joy in every place and to seek out 
adventure. 
Megan Strange: I plan on attending 

Coker College for interior design. 
Anthony Szwast: After I graduate 
from SOA, I am going to Clemson to 
get a degree in Engineering, most 
likely Environmental Engineering. I 
will be in the Calhoun Honors College 
and studying hard. This summer, 
before college starts, I am planning on 
participating in multiple scouting high 
adventure trips, including Bechtel 
in West Virginia, St. George Trek at 
Philmont, and many other smaller 
camps.
Lauren Twitty: I plan to continue 
playing the violin and doing positive 
things in life.
Victoria Vanderpool: I plan to 
have a killer summer, attend School 
of the Art Institute of Chicago in 
the fall, make it big in the art world, 
make a bunch of money, build schools 
in India, buy my parents a summer 
home, and move to Thailand to live a 
simple and fulfilling life. 
Sarah Vane: Next year I’ll be 
attending The University of South 

Carolina and majoring in Psychology, 
although I would really like to continue 
pursuing music and possibly transfer 
after freshman year to a school that 
would help me do that. 
Maddy Walsh: I will be attending 
Converse College for music therapy 
and releasing my CD. Hit me up if you 
want it!

Simeon Washington: Design 
the first intergalactic spaceship 
and call it the U.S.S. Enterprise 
and actively live my life recreating 
every episode of Star Trek. Or, 
you know, go to college. 
Loren Wells: I am definitely 
going to attend college for 
a degree in something like 
Psychology, but as far as knowing 
what will go on before or after 
college is still undecided.
Raven White: After graduation, 
I plan on attending Clark 
Atlanta University for fashion 
merchandising. Hopefully, 
I’ll either be a fashion stylist, 
sell clothes to major clothing 
companies, or have my own 
boutique. Matter of fact… I’ll do 
all three. 
Hailey Williams: Attending 
Johns Hopkins as a Writing 
Seminars major. 
Rachel Windsor: I plan on 
getting my undergraduate degree 
in pre-law at Clemson and later 
becoming over $100,000 in debt 
to get a law degree.
Aly Wintz: I will be attending 

High Point University as a double 
major in Theatre and Spanish. I intend 
to spend my years traveling the world, 
learning as much as I can about the 
planet that surrounds me, and working 
towards my doctorate. 
Sasha Wise: I will be going to 
Trident Tech for either a year or two 
for general courses and finding what 
my major will be, and then I will be 
transferring to a school that will focus 
on that major.
Anna Woodward: I’m going to 
George Washington University in 
Washington D.C. and I’m going to be 
president of the world.
Xavier Wright: Go to Georgia State 
University and make bank.
Jemma Wyke-Smith: After 
graduation I plan to see Taylor Swift 
live and go to college. In that order.
Justin Yu: I’ll be attending Clemson 
University to study business.
Tradd Zanin: I plan on attending 
Clemson University and majoring in 
mechanical engineering.
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What was your most memorable moment at SOA?

Zoe Abedon: When F. Rutledge 
Hammes gave birth to Ernest 
Hemingway.
Mark Ablonczy: I ate a sandwich 
once. Yum.
Bekah Adkins: When Demetria 
Middleton and Lamar 
Hunter had a dance 
battle. Dance class over 
the past seven years has 
been full of so many 
fantastic memories I will 
never forget
Ted Anastopoulo: 
Aside from the 
Fighting Gnome’s 
trip to Marion, South 
Carolina, sneaking onto 
the school roof during 
Art Camp, and taking Cece to Waffle 
House after prom to recreate the 
Norman Rockwell painting, my most 
memorable moments have come on 
Hannah Demos’s dock relaxing with 
friends and getting flipped over while 
tubing.
McKenna Andrews: My most 
memorable moment at SOA was 
my first day of school junior year, 
because I remember everyone being 
so accepting and friendly to me.
Lana Bagley: My most memorable 
moment at SOA was probably all 
the times I messed up and made my 
teachers mad at 
me, yet I don’t 
regret any of 
those times.
Emily Baxley: 
There have been 
so many crazy 
moments the past 
seven years at 
SOA, it’s hard to 
pick just one! One 
of my favorite 
experiences was 
playing in the pit 
orchestra for The 
Music Man. We 
played 8 shows, and by the end, even 
the pit orchestra knew all the words! 
So many odd things happen in the pit. 
Someone threw a hankie a little too far 
and it landed on Lauren, one of the 
violinists. One scene, two characters 
had to dangle their feet into the pit. 
Sometimes the pit would sing along 
with the music. It was a fun and crazy 
experience.
Jackie Berry: My first day.
Matt Boyle: Listening to ‘Jamal 
Jams’ with Barrett Reese on his last 
day.

Kenneth Brabham: My first 
memorable moment at SOA was when 
my classmate Jhalen Ascue ran into 
a utility pole while playing football 
during lunch…. Oh Jhalen.
Julia Brandon: The pie throwing 

contest we had when I 
was in 8th grade and 
things went terribly 
wrong
Teonna Breland: 
SCTA trip with my 
theatre class, when we 
all sat in a circle and just 
talked.
Julia Brisbane: 
Accidentally throwing a 
whiteboard eraser at Mr. 
Clarke’s head in seventh 

grade
Tavaris Brooks:    In 8th grade 
when Brandon Holmes and Tony 
Pinckney almost fought over a bag of 
BBQ flavored sunflower seeds.
Liam Brunson: The piano bench 
pyramid in the practice room during 
Mrs. Benson’s class.
Lindsey Bryant: Maddy and I were 
talking in Chemistry and Dr. Price 
threatened to throw a chair out of the 
window if we didn’t stop talking.
Joey Busher: Crossing Lake SOA.
Michaela Buttel: One of the most 
memorable moments would definitely 

have to be in 
6th grade, when 
Shannon G, Lana 
B, and I missed 
the bus and were 
terrified out of 
our minds. We 
went to Mrs. 
Mears for help!
Manny Byas: 
My most 
m e m o r a b l e 
moment was 
when I proposed 
to Melanee 
Mollette for prom 

in my Junior year! It was great because 
I caught her off guard, and she was 
least expecting it.
Maria Carillo: When my bus started 
smoking and shaking.
Alexandria Cavadias: My favorite 
memories are hanging out with my 
boyfriend and best friends. We used 
to argue then apologize and hug each 
other. We laugh and smile together. 
We are like a family.  We love each 
other no matter what happens. The 
fact is that I know we will be always 
there for each other. 

Avery Clontz: The 
Fashion Show was the most 
memorable moment at SOA 
for me.
Kelsey Costa: I’ll always 
remember the time a fight 
broke out between SOA 
alumni Ashley Patrick and 
Essence Geddis in vocal 
because Ashley said to her, 
“Clap clap, get loud.”
Sarah Courville: The last 
day before winter break in 
sixth grade, my backpack 
broke as I was running 
to the bus in the pouring 
rain. All of my papers and 
binders went floating down 
Lake SOA, and I frantically tried to 
scoop the sopping work up as I cried. 
Good stuff. 
Graham Crolley: Mrs. Miles 
reading The Polar Express to us 
before every Christmas break. Mr. 
Hammes taking us to ding-dong ditch 
his brother’s house. My first reading 
and my last reading.
Sierra Crossetti: The seniors 
winning the powder puff game fair 
and square.
Taylor Dahl: All the times Mrs. 
Miles sat the Creative Writing class 
down and read us The Polar Express 
just before winter break. She cried 
every time. 
Tevin Deas: My most memorable 
moment was experiencing my first 
Jump, Jive, and Wail in 11th grade.
Luke Deavor: My most memorable 
moment was when we were on a band 
trip and the buses broke down and we 
got to where we needed to go about 
4 hours later and some of the band 
was stuck on the side of the road for 
a couple of hours and that night we 
didn’t go to sleep all 
night and we had to 
perform the next day.
Stephen Dey: Eighth 
grade PDA adventure.
Olivia DiPaolo: All 
the time spent in Mr. 
Moore’s room with my 
best friends.
Gabby Dizon: When 
it rained at the old 
campus/NYC Senior 
Dance trip.
Devin Donaldson: 
Not getting an A on 
Adjudications my 8th grade year 
because Jacob Fairchild took off 
points for my use of props, but did 
anyone else use props? YES. Almost 

everyone else did. Did they get points 
deducted off their monologue? Nope. 
Just blasphemy. Very memorable.
Teresa Elj: My most memorable 
moment is not defined by an actual 
moment in time; it is defined by the 
memory of the power of the love my 
friends and I have for one another. I 
will always remember the amazing 
laughs, smiles, and tears I shared with 
some amazing people. 
Frank Fabor: My most memorable 
moment at SOA would be building and 
firing off rockets in 9th grade Physical 
Science. Joe and I worked on this 
rocket for about a week and made it so 
it looked cool and would fly perfectly, 
when we launched it, it went up about 
two feet, did a flip, and then flew 
directly at Ms. Lentz and the class. 
Even though it messed up, Joe and I 
thought it was the coolest thing ever.
Neva Ferantelli: Stats class with 
Roger Taylor. Thanks man, you’re a 
cool guy.
CeCe Fish: My most memorable 
moment at SOA is when I was judo 
flipped by Mr. Younts during stage 

combat.
Sean Fitzgibbon: 
My most memorable 
moment would 
be my final 
performance in the 
RMMT.
Abigail Floyd: 
When we did the 
stomp rocket lab 
in AP Physics and 
Gavin jumped on 
the rocket launcher 
(with a running 
start) and it 

launched straight into his forehead.
Gabe French: My Senior Thesis was 
my most memorable moment.
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Daniel George: My best memory 
is when all of my friends in dance got 
suspended for “dancing.”
Olivia Givens: The Senior Dance 
New York Trip.
Mackenzie Glasgow: The most 
memorable moment at SOA for me 
would be the first day of senior year. 
Every senior met in the library that 
morning, and I just remember the 
feeling of it all coming to an end. It was 
the first day of my last year, which was 
the craziest thing to me. It’s still crazy 
to me!
Dallas Grant: Ummmm…doing this 
survey.
Dmitri Grigorieff: Annihilating the 
old campus in 7th grade with three 
hundred other fearless young bucks on 
the last day of school before Christmas 
break.
Arthur Harris: The time Mr. Younts 
crashed the Activity Bus into the steps 
outside of Mrs. Newell’s trailer.
Rebekah Hèbert: There can’t just 
be one memorable moment because 
all of the days have blurred into one 
long experience. The most memorable 
part of SOA, however, 
would probably be the 
old campus in general, 
and the stray cats 
that lived under the 
trailers.
Gabrielle Hilario: 
Mr. Grant telling 
me for the first time 
ever that I am not 
my grades, in other 
words, you are not a 
numerical value.
Jane Hilton: My 
most memorable 
moment at SOA would 
be Claudia Ludden 
crawling outside the 
cafeteria on her hands and knees.
Megan Hoffman: Thesis. Finally 

getting a chance 
to showcase 
what Vocal 
should be all 
about.
B r a n d o n 
Holmes: One 
of my most 
m e m o r a b l e 
m e m o r i e s 
is when our 
s u b s t i t u t e 
teacher spent 
30 minutes 
teaching us 
how cats have 
sex. By the end 
of the day the 

whole sixth grade knew.
Morgan Holt: Myrtle Beach trip in 
10th grade. Most people know what 
happened. 
Cherry Hu: The audition.
Lamar Hunter: When Malachi 
Cleveland, Dre Davis, and I performed 
in the cafeteria and when I did my first 
festival here in Charleston. Because 
of Ms. Ratigan I met the Hip-Hop 
ambassador of Dance!
Max Hutton: In 6th grade when 
Tony made me laugh, then threw Chex 
Mix down my throat and I choked and 
almost died. 
Suzanne Jackson: When Taylor 
Dahl and I were li’l freshmen, we came 
to school when we didn’t have spring 
exams and watched Star Wars all day 
in the creative writing room. It was the 
best.
Stuart James: Every advisory ever 
because they are so important and life 
changing.
Demetrius Jenkins: My most 
memorable moment at SOA would 
probably be when I pantsed one of 

friends in seventh 
grade inside the 
hallway.
Sophie Kendrick: 
My most memorable 
moment at SOA was 
on a school trip to 
Louisville, Kentucky 
for the annual South 
Eastern Theatre 
Conference. The 
conference was held 
at an extremely 
elaborate and other 
worldly hotel. Instead 
of attending theatre 
workshops and 
keynote speeches like 
everyone else, Mattie, 

Gavin, Sydney Dixon, and I decided 
to make the most of this magical hotel 

and do some breaking and entering. 
After many failed attempts to reach the 
mystical top floor we finally succeeded 
and found ourselves in the penthouse. 
We named this place “The Garden of 
Eden” because it had sparkling floors, 
majestic furnishings, strange men in 
tuxedos, and most magical of all... a 
giant bowl of cold green apples that we 
devoured in amazement.
Emilie LaPlante: Keith Grondines’ 
performance of the dirt seller in the 
best production the SOA theatre 
department has ever seen: Our 7th 
grade production of The Brother’s 
Grimm Spectaculathon.
Katie LeBarron: Wow, it’s really 
hard to pick a memorable memory. If 
I had to pick 
just one, I’d 
say Lit with 
John the Doc. 
I have learned 
so much this 
past year, from 
i n t e l l i g e n t 
insights to 
crazy stories. 
*whistles 1812 
Overture*
C a m e r o n 
Leopold:  I 
don’t know if I can single out a most 
memorable moment, but I certainly 
remember when Ms. Hamilton could 
not distinguish Victoria Vanderpool 
and me and repeatedly called us 
each other’s names, in addition to 
combining our last names- calling 
us both Liverpool. Victoria and I 
even gave up after a point and wrote 
our names as “Liverpool” on several 
assignments.
Lexi Levin: My most memorable 
moment was finishing my portfolio 
(sweet relief).
Yulma Lopez: Memorable moment? 
Like our 2 class field trips: mountains 
and DC.
Emma Macmillan: I will forever 
treasure the moment when I couldn’t 
get down from CeCe Fish’s shoulders 
during a thesis rehearsal.
Mary Madden: Crawling under one 
of the trailers on the old campus and 
catching one of the kittens.
Victor Mardikian: The most 
memorable moment I’ve experienced 
at SOA would most likely be when 
I performed my final piano senior 
thesis.  That performance essentially 
summed up all my years of practice 
and dedication to my major.
Sarah McCord: It’s all sorta blurred 
together.
Astrid McGlone: The Creative 

Writing senior thesis.
Callie McLean: Harvard.
Delaney McLernon: The 10th 
grade, dance Myrtle Beach Trip.
Destiny Meadows: When Mr. 
Brehm gave me a high-four!
Demetria Middleton: My most 
memorable moment at SOA would be 
after my final dance showing finding 
absolute satisfaction and joy in my last 
senior thesis.
Makayla Middleton: My most 
memorable moment at SOA is my three 
favorite people and I are best friends in 
the year of 2013-present. I really enjoy 
our emotional moments, sad moments, 
confusing moments, happy moments, 
and funniest moments. Honestly, all 

of us are crazy 
when we are 
together! I 
am sure I will 
miss them and 
I will keep my 
promise to stay 
in touch with 
them.
Angelo Moe: 
My most 
m e m o r a b l e 
moment at 
SOA would be 

performing at Senior Thesis.
Melanee Molette: My most 
memorable moment here at SOA 
is probably sitting in front of the 
school early in the morning waiting 
on the doors to open just sharing and 
listening to music.
Devon Nalley: My most memorable 
moment was playing LeFou in Beauty 
& the Beast because that was when I 
realized what I want to do for the rest 
of my life.
Leigh Nelson: My most memorable 
moment was performing with the 
orchestra at the Sottile.
Milan Nelson: My most memorable 
moment at SOA was my senior thesis 
recital. It was a wonderful experience 
where I was granted the opportunity 
to express myself through my viola, 
and show what I’ve accomplished over 
these 4 years. 
Amelia Neilsen: Mr. Hammes 
leaving to propose to his wife.
Betina North:  The most memorable 
moment would be going to Six Flags in 
the pouring rain during a band trip my 
freshman year. The rain was freezing 
could and I just remember being so 
ready to leave and go back home. 
Savanna Osborne: All of my 
experiences at SOA seem to be one 
collective memory now, none more 
prominent than the next. 
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Maddy Parnall: My most 
memorable moment is when we went 
on the 7th grade Mountain Adventure 
trip thing and Steve was laughing so 
hard he could not eat his ice cream, no 
matter how hard he tried.
SaVannah Pasley: The flower 
dance in 6th grade with Ms. Slowinski.
Lauren Patterson: Gavin Quinton 
attempting to swing dance in a dress 
made entirely out of sequins. 
Tony Picnkney: My most memorable 
moment was when we were playing 
football in sixth grade and Jhalen ran 
into the utility pole. I laugh every time 
I think of it.
Sarah Platts: I will forever remember 
my senior thesis and the amazing 
people who supported me through the 
process, that was pretty cool guys.
Gavin Quinton: Deion Smith.
Chyna Reese: My most memorable 
moment at SOA is getting my junior 
class ring from Mr. Clark. Hearing 
his speech for me made me very 
thankful.
Margie Rhodes: My most 
memorable moment at SOA was in 
9th grade during physical science 
class. Mr. Lindgren ran into the 
classroom, flicked the lights on and 
off, and yelled “FISSION!!!”
Kannon Rickell: When I heard 
Mrs. Yackey and Mr. Brehm would 
be teaching me for the rest of the 
year (the others were magnificent 
too).
Meredith Riggs: The most 
memorable moment of my time at 
SOA has been the hilarious moments 
at lunch with my friends. 
Jaiera Roberts: My most memorable 
moment at SOA is after performing 
my third senior thesis for the year. I 
have never experienced the feeling 
accomplishment at such a great deal 
for something I truly worked hard for. 
Madelyn Rodeffer: When Mrs. 
Lentz took our freshman physical 
science class to the ASPCA.
Elle Root: Performing my last thesis.
Sara Russell: My most memorable 
moment is enjoying the atmosphere of 
Jump Jive and Wail. Jazz and food.
Lee Ryan: When Sarah Anne and I 
taught AP Lit. 
John Sadler: My most memorable 
moment was completing my senior 
thesis because it showed how much 
progress I was able to make while at 
this school.
Sabrina Sanchez: The Myrtle Beach 
trip.
Paris Scott: My final Fashion Show 
at SOA.
Maddy Seabrook: In 6th grade 

when we were still on the old campus, 
Mr. Hammes took our CW class off 
campus (without a permission slip) to 
walk around the neighborhoods and 
play ding-dong-ditch. We thought we 
looked like siblings. He’s been a cool 
dad. 
Mia Silvestri: Hugging Ms. 
Slowinski before going on stage for my 
first time as a dance major. I will never 
forget the knowledge she gave me as a 
dancer and as a human being.
Christina Simpson: I will say after 
attending SOA for four years, SOA as 
a whole was a memorable experience. 
No one memory outweighs another 
memory. I will say all my experiences 
at SOA have strengthened me as a 
person.  
Mattie Smith: My most memorable 
moment at SOA was when Sophie, 
Gavin and I came in to school a few 

minutes late and were chased through 
the administration building by a 
secretary. She tried with all her might 
to give us detentions for being tardy, 
but we were too fast. I’ll never forget 
the rush of adrenaline I felt when 
sprinting away from her screaming 
cries.
Douglas Smith: My first day, I was 
so amazed by the talent of the other 
students, and how different they were.
Alika Smith: My most memorable 
moment was listening to Jamal Jams 
with Mr. Reese at his going away party. 
Jake Spell: When me and a group of 
friends were hanging out in the middle 
school band locker room and kicking 
a soccer ball, and one of my friends 
kicked the ball really hard and put a 
hole in the ceiling tile. 
Dean Spyropoulos: Destroying Joe 
Roddey in a push up competition.
Halie Stevenson: Just like it is hard 
to remember a certain day, I find it 
hard to single out a good memory when 
I have so many. I’ve enjoyed every day 
that I have spent here at SOA. I’d say 

the best experience would be sitting 
in the Pegasus Garden enjoying the 
laughter of my friends and the sun on 
my skin.
Megan Strange: The 9th grade lock-
in.
Anthony Szwast: One of my most 
memorable moments was during the 
last performance of The Music Man. 
I was in the pit orchestra, and when 
all the actors came out to give a bow 
like usual, they called out everyone, 
including the pit orchestra, to come on 
stage to be recognized. Looking out on 
the audience and seeing the glowing 
faces as they clapped tremendously 
was really gratifying.
Lauren Twitty: Every moment spent 
at SOA is worthy of remembering. 
There is not enough space for me to 
put into words all the great times I 
have had at SOA.

Victoria Vanderpool: The 2015 
senior boys dressing in cropped tops 
and skirts to cheerlead at the powder-
puff game.
Sarah Vane: It’s difficult to pick just 
one, but some of my most memorable 
moments lie in the conversations I’ve 
had with my teachers about something 
other than class work. I feel like there’s 
a negative stigma attached to the word 
“teacher,” but the teachers here at 
SOA have made me feel like they’re 
interested in what I’m saying and have 
provided me with lessons outside of 
the classroom that I’ll apply for the 
rest of my life. 
Maddy Walsh: Performing my 
original piece at senior thesis followed 
by a beatbox piece I promised myself I 
would learn in eighth grade
Simeon Washington: Having the 
Seventh vs Eighth grade football game 
in the pouring rain before going to Mr. 
Perkins’ class and playing “Eye of the 
Tiger” on rock band about 30 times
Loren Wells: Going on the senior 
NYC trip with my dance class has 

definitely been one of the biggest 
milestones in my high school career, 
not to mention in my life and dance 
career. I had a great time conditioning 
and getting ready to dance at Paul 
Taylor and Alvin Ailey and Broadway 
Dance Center- it was definitely an eye 
opener into the large-scale world of 
dance. I also had a great time with my 
classmates, who I grew closer to on the 
trip.
Raven White: My most memorable 
moment at SOA would have to be the 
night my wig flew off of my head , while 
I was on stage, during Hairspray…
good times .
Rachel Windsor: The most 
memorable moment at SOA was 
when I shared the stage with the most 
amazing people I’ve ever met during 
our vocal senior thesis performance. 
I was able to sing a song that I wrote 

myself as well as perform with my 
dad. I’ve never been so comfortable 
and happy in my life than when I 
performed on stage that night.
Aly Wintz: The day the Fandom 
Club was started is certainly 
memorable. It was such a spur 
of the moment decision that has 
influenced my life so much. It has 
caused so many amazing moments 
in my life and I can’t imagine my 
high school career without it.
Sasha Wise: The very first 
academic class I ever enjoyed, 
geography, 9th grade, with Mr. 
Clark.
Anna Woodward: My most 

memorable moment at SOA is when 
Mr. Southwick put Nikita in the 
trashcan over at the old school. Also 
walking to Ms. Newell’s trailer in the 
rain. 
Xavier Wright: All-State Jazz with 
RJ Hample, Roe Joddey and Sharco 
Lanier.
Jemma Wyke-Smith: Most 
memorable moment: At SCTA this 
year, there was a day where there 
weren’t any good workshops so the 
whole senior theatre class roamed 
around the USC Aiken campus and 
spent hours sitting in the grass talking 
and listening to the Serial Podcast. 
It was so wonderful. It’s also super 
memorable because we all witnessed 
Sophie Kendrick cry (happy tears!) for 
the first time ever
Justin Yu: Watching people swim 
in the old school parking lot when it 
flooded.
Tradd Zanin: My most memorable 
moment at SOA was meeting so many 
new people at the freshman lock-in.



Congratulations, Class of 2015!

 “Now go, and make interesting mistakes, make amazing mistakes, make glorious and 
fantastic mistakes. Break rules. Leave the world more interesting for your being here. 

Make good art.” 
- Neil Gaiman


