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Dear Readers,

Applause
since 1999, the official student

It’s spring break time! Thankfully,
Applause is here to keep you entertained
as you head off to the beach or your
grandma’s house. There are just a few
months left until the end of the year and
time seems to speed up every day. You’ll be
back here on April 4th before you know it.

publication of

School of the Arts
Founded in 1995 by Rose Maree Myers

To help fend off the feeling that your
vacation is slipping by, we’ve got Nicole
Sadek’s win at Poetry Out Loud (4), the
Strings major’s huge success in Tampa (4),
the Creative Writers’ Beaufort retreat (5),
exclusive pictures of the puppies from health week (6), short bios on six influential
poets (7), SOA’s hidden talents (9), and a look at some of SOA’s sports stars (12).
Don’t forget to complete this month’s crossword featuring board and card games
(28) and learn how to say “Happy Spring Break” in American Sign Language (27).
Head to soa-applause.com to submit artwork, letters to the editor, and writing.
You can also read our extensive archive dating back to the very first Applause
published in 1999. We’re also on Facebook at “Applause 2015-2016” and on
Twitter @SOAApplause.
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Enjoy the break, everyone.
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Dance majors excel at Pittsburgh conference

Provided

by Meagan Horres, Emily Dail, and Annkia Gadsen
On Wednesday, March 2nd, a select group of junior and senior dancers
departed for an incredible five days at the National High School Dance Festival
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. After a long day of traveling, the dancers were up
early Thursday morning to head to Point Park University, where they were seen
by hundreds of dance program recruiters from all around the world.
Shortly after the audition, schools including the Liverpool Institute of
the Performing Arts, Shenandoah University, Point Park University, George
Mason University, The American Musical and Dramatic Academy, Long Island
University, Montclair State University, and Bates College had recognized many of
the students. Later that night, the dancers watched a phenomenal performance
choreographed by David Parsons at the Byham Theater. Throughout the rest
of the trip, the dancers were busy taking classes on contemporary, ballet, jazz,
improvisation, yoga, partnering, pas de deux, Horton technique, and hip-hop
from world-renowned professionals. The SOA dancers also got to know dancers
from faraway places such as Taiwan, Hawaii, and Australia. Every night, the
dancers watched performances by the other schools visiting the festival.
Even though they had a very busy schedule, the dancers were able to squeeze in a mini snowball fight. After several long days of
non-stop dancing, the dancers headed home on Sunday afternoon feeling inspired with memories of the incredible experience. They are
already eager to return to the festival again next year as this year’s trip was definitely one for the books.
Provided

by Nick Scapellato
She’s done it again! Senior
Creative Writer Nicole Sadek
took first place at the state level
Poetry Out Loud competition
and will head to Nationals in
Washington DC. This will be
Nicole’s second trip to the final
round.
Nicole will focus on staying
“calm, cool, and collected”
without “worrying about making
mistakes.” Reaching this level
did not come easy.
“Every competitor brought
something different to the table,
but they were all very skilled in
recitation and performance,”
she said. “Don’t stop trying.
If you fail once, keep going,
because that hard work WILL pay off.”
The national competition will be held on May 4th, so if you see Nicole in
the breezeway, wish her some luck. May the fourth be with her.

AP Art History students take
Manhattan

by Alissa Melsopp
Students from Miss Cimballa’s AP Art History class
went to New York City from March 26th to March 28th to
further their studies of the arts. While in New York City
students visited some of the most well known art museums
in the world, including the Metropolitan Museum of Art and
the Museum of Modern Art. The students also attended the
Broadway adaptation of The Curious Incident of the Dog in
the Nighttime.
Although the trip was an incredible experience all
around, students had their favorite parts.
“My favorite parts were visiting the Met and getting to
see the play,” senior Visual Arts major Mary Knox said.
Senior Theater major Ryan Biddix praised the MOMA
the most.
“The short films were really inspiring,” he said. “I kind
of left the MOMA feeling more artistic than I usually feel,
and I started writing my entire senior thesis after that.”
Provided

Nicole Sadek wins Poetry out Loud’s
state-level competition

Symphony Orchestra best in the nation

by Nick Huss
This past month, SOA’s symphony orchestra won the Grand Champion
Award for Best Overall Public School Orchestra at the 2016 National Orchestra
Festival. The symphony orchestra had prepared for this competition since
last September, rehearsing for countless hours under the direction of
Dr. Christopher Selby. The orchestra performed four different pieces of
music including the famous “William Tell Overture” by Gioachino Rossini.
According to Dr. Selby, the orchestra will continue to grow in quality.
“We’re just going to continue to build the program size and quality,” he
said. “We will grow in size and strength.”
The orchestra has a Masterworks concert combined with the vocal
concert this spring.

Senior theater major Ryan Biddix contemplates a work in
the Metropolitan Museum of Art
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Creative Writers improve skills, learn history in Beaufort
by Mollie Pate
On March 2nd, 3rd, and 4th, the freshman
and sophomore Creative Writers enjoyed
an inspiring getaway to Beaufort, South
Carolina. Over the course of three days, the
writers bonded over writing in the historic
Penn Center.
The writers gained a new appreciation
of the culture of South Carolina through
workshops dedicated to the Southern Gothic
writing genre and the art of setting. The
writers also toured Fort Fremont, Hunting
Island, and the downtown area. Highlights
included climbing the island’s lighthouse, a
visit from a Gullah storyteller, a group walk
on the beach, and exploration of the graffitidecorated tunnels of Fort Fremont.
The Creative Writers left Beaufort after
learning and growing together, and that’s
why this trip is a yearly event in the Creative
Writing department.

Provided

Provided

The freshman and sophomore Creative Writers have been coming to Beaufort for several years.

French students order French food while Youth Civic Engagement Council a
Provided
speaking French
place for student activists
by Nick Huss
This past month, French 3 and 4
students went on a culinary adventure
to Saveurs du Monde Cafe in Mount
Pleasant. The owners of this restaurant
have sailed around the world and
lived in an RV and toured around the
United States before settling down
in Charleston. The Cafe ranges from
traditional french tartine sandwiches
to a wide variety of sweet and savory
crepes. The students had to speak
French when ordering their brunch
and were not allowed to speak any
English.
“It was a great experience getting
to eat real, authentic french food,”
junior Vocal major Jamie Jacobs said.

A swan-shaped French croissant
struts it’s stuff.

Vocal rocks out at Allstate

by Mia Pernice
This year, many members of the SOA vocal department
auditioned for the state choir, Allstate, this past November. On
March 3rd, the talented vocalists from around the state gathered
together for a three-day workshop and concert at Winthrop
University. The students who made the cut were rehearsing the
music selected by the guest conductors for months.
The rehearsals consisted of intense direction of the four
separate choirs: The Ramsey, The Crane, The Men’s, and The
Women’s choir. Each student participated in two. From classical
music to famous clap along gospel, the musical genres were
diverse and well formed. That allowed enjoyment and experience
for each individual involved. The concert came together
wonderfully and was a complete joy to not only participate in
but also watch.

by Jada Orr
It’s no secret that our city of Charleston is changing.
The election of Mayor Tecklenburg, the Emanuel nine and
Walter Scott tragedies, and the shift in our everyday lifestyles
have impacted Charleston and set us up for big shifts in the
community. However, many are asking where young people
stand in the midst of this.
Various organizations, community officials, and politicians
are working to gather opinions from students through groups
like SOA’s own SAME, or Students Advocating for Multicultural
Education, and other youth panels from across town. Now the
Youth Civic Engagement Council, formed by State Senator
Marlon Kimpson and the Citadel, adds its voice to the mix.
SOA high school students Alec Pourmagahdam, Emma
Greg, and Jessica Leiker are active in this council and can be
seen at events like the recent Hillary Clinton rally that took place
at Royal Missionary Baptist Church. Keep an eye on this new
source for youth activism.
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SOA Jazz band pleases at
Jazz Fest
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End It: students against modern slavery

Provided

by Jada Orr
Earlier this year, students made their stance on
by Nick Huss
our campus’ dress code clear to the administration
This past month, the School of the Arts with “Not A Distraction” by wearing red A’s in
Jazz Band competed in the South Carolina Jazz reference of Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The Scarlet
Festival in Cheraw. The students also heard the Letter. But recently, middle school students took
All-State Jazz Bands play. The All-State Jazz the initiative to bring attention to the issue of
program accepted eight band majors who spent a modern day slavery.
weekend split into two bands with other students
“Modern day slavery DOES go on and is not
from around South Carolina.
publicized in the news, but is still a real problem
The band performed styles ranging from swing in today’s society,” seventh grade Strings major
songs to funk tunes. After the great performance Lillian Sustina said.
of the All-State bands, The SOA Jazz Band played
On February 25th, known as “End It Day”
“Front Burner,” “A Ballad,” and “Be Bop Charlie,” according to Lillian, students displayed their
in front of a panel of musicians and received involvement in the movement by wearing red X’s
a standing ovation from the audience and all on their hands.
Students show off their red X’s.
superior ratings.
Various human trafficking businesses
Quiz bowl season ends with currently target young women and teens. For more information, visit polarisproject.
org and enditmovement.com

SOA placing fourth

SOA’s flowerbeds will be full thanks to pennies
by Jay Rode
The School of the Arts QuizBowl academic for pansies
team had this seasons’ final three matches on by Erin Molony
March 3rd. SOA placed fourth in the county after
Never again will SOA’s gardens be without flowers thanks to Pennies for Pansies,
James Island Charter High School, Academic a penny donation program for the SOA Horticulture Club. The program raises money
Magnet High School, and Wando High School.
so the club can plant more beautiful flowers on campus to keep SOA smelling and
Wando took third place after a neck-and- looking sweet.
neck game with SOA. The final score was 43-42.
Any SOA student can help. There are decorated plastic cups in every classroom
SOA Team captain and senior Creative Writer waiting to collect your pennies. During the first day, the Horticulture Club collected 80
Hannah Kelly said the whole night was intense dollars! If you want to join in on the gardening, Horticulture Club meets on Tuesdays.
and gratifying.
High school science teacher and club advisor Kevin Short said that this program is just
“I wish we had won, but we did put up a good one of his plans for the club. He has great ideas for next year, including partnering up
fight,” she said. “I’m proud of our team.”
for the ecology club.
The best part of health week? Puppies!

To help students de-stress, the health department brought in several puppies for cuddles at lunch on Friday,
February 26th. Holly Rizer headed out to capture these cute creatures on camera.
Holly Rizer

Holly Rizer

Holly Rizer
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A celebration of National Poetry Month: six influential North American poets
by Cheyenne Koth

Margaret Atwood (1939- )

Provided

Langston Hughes (1902-1967)

Provided

Nikki Giovanni (1943- )

Provided

One of the most well known
Margaret Atwood is a poet,
African American Writers
essayist,
novelist,
and
of the century, Langston
environmental activist. Born
Hughes wrote enthralling
in Ottawa, Canada, Atwood
poetry during the Harlem
is critically acclaimed as one
Renaissance. Because he
of Canada’s best authors and
was active in many social
greatest treasures. With several
and political causes, Hughes’
volumes of poems published,
writing reflects the harsh yet
including Double Persephone
strikingly beautiful tones
(1961) and The Door (2007),
of the time. In his lifetime
and many awards won, her
Hughes wrote over fifty books,
vivid and witty style has caught
and his play Mulatto was
the attention of readers from
performed over 300 times on
all over the world. Her often
Broadway. This April, think of Langston Hughes, and remember:
sarcastic jabs at society never
you too are America.
fail to amuse and enlighten.
This National Poetry Month,
Provided
consider a poem by Margaret Atwood and remember, as she said, “a Gwendolyn Brooks (1917-2000)
Highly
revered
and
talented,
word after a word after a word is power.”
Gwendolyn Brooks was the first
black author to ever win a Pulitzer
Laura Kasischke (1961- )
Provided
Prize. In addition, she also served as
Born in Grand Rapids,
the poet laureate of Illinois. Many of
Michigan,
Laura
her poems are politically driven and
Kasischke is a poet
contain a voice and message specific
of considerable note.
to the 1960s, though it remains
Her books of poetry
meaningful today. According to
include Brides, Wives,
George E. Kent, a contributor to
and Widows (1990),
Dictionary of Literary Biography,
What it Wasn’t (2002)
Brooks’ writing was “a unique
and The Infinitesimals
position in American letters. Not
(2014). Her poetry has
only has she combined a strong
been accredited by the
commitment to racial identity
New York Times to “cut
and equality with a mastery of
the suburban American
poetic techniques, but she has also
illusion” and yet “respect
the lives that is nurtures and saves.” When you’re looking to be managed to bridge the gap between
disillusioned, yet strangely comforted, pick up a book of poetry by the academic poets of her generation in the 1940s and the young black
Laura Kasischke and allow her honesty and intelligence to make the militant writers of the 1960s.” This April, remember Gwendolyn
Brooks. Look around you: the world is changing constantly.
mundane profound.

Walt Whitman (1819-1892)

Often considered an American
Homer, Dante, or Virgil, Walt
Whitman was born in West Hills,
New York. His stark portrayals
of the American landscape, love,
friendship and death has made his
writing legendary. He stands among
greats like Dickinson when it comes
to nineteenth century American
poetry. During Whitman’s life, he
experienced many things and all
were recorded into his poetry. This
April, consider going back to simpler
times through Walt Whitman’s stark
portrayal of early America and its
people.

Provided

Nikki Giovanni first became popular
in the late 1960s and early 1970s. As
a poet, she records the experiences of
growing up and her evolution from
childhood to adulthood through
her insightful and bright poetry.
Giovanni frequently expresses
racial pride in her poems and has
published several books dealing
with these subjects including Black
Feeling Black Talk (1967), and
Chasing Utopia: A Hybrid (2013).
An avid civil rights advocate, Giovanni’s poems have inspired
millions. She credits her success to the fact that she “came from a
long line of storytellers.” This April, make sure to pick up a book by
Nikki Giovanni.
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SOA’s Creative Writers have just won 16 National Gold Medals and 6 National Silver
Medals at the National Scholastic Art and Writing Awards. The Gold medalists will travel
to New York City on June 2nd to receive their award at Carnegie Hall. Congratulations!
High School

Nicole Sadek (Senior): Gold Medal for Short Story, “Floating People”
Vasantha Sambamurti (Senior): Gold Medal & Creativity and Citizenship Award for Short Story, “Glass Falls”
and Gold Medal for Short Story, “Abril”
Kathleen Kittrell (Junior): Gold Medal for Poetry, “Paper Names”
Bailey Abedon (Sophomore): Gold Medal for Short Story, “Rifle”
Eli Braddock (Sophomore): Gold Medal for Short Story, “Turning the Pedals”
Malachi Jones (Sophomore): Gold Medal for Poetry, “Hereditary: A Slam Poem”
Taylor Kahn-Perry (Sophomore): Silver Medal for Poetry, “What the Headlines Won’t Mention – Walter Scott
2015”
Jessica Leiker (Sophomore): Silver Medal for Flash Fiction, “Bottle Caps”
Mollie Pate (Sophomore): Gold Medal for Dramatic Script, “Fall River”
Elliot Hueske (Freshman): Gold Medal for Poetry, “missing in action”
Elliot Hueske (Freshman): Gold Medal for Flash Fiction, “Centre Practice”
Roey Leonardi (Freshman): Gold Medal for Poetry, “Now Bone of my Bones”
Reese Marcoon (Freshman): Silver Medal for Poetry, “Genesis”
Molly McConnell (Freshman): Silver Medal for Flash Fiction, “Snake One Down”
Chassee Palmer (Freshman): Gold Medal for Poetry, “Cicatrices” and Gold Medal for Poetry, “Six Hour Drive”

Middle School

Where Were They Then: Mrs. Luzier

High school Chemistry teacher Jessica Luzier joined SOA last year, but what
was she doing before? Erin Molony caught up with her on pre-SOA life.

Provided

Christina Lewis (eighth grade): Gold Medal for Short Story, “Her Mother Caused the Flood”
Caitlin Shelor (eighth grade): Silver Medal for Flash Fiction, “Not Too Lucky”
Lucinda Siegler (eighth grade): Gold Medal for Science Fiction/Fantasy, “Airships”
Caroline Blumer (seventh grade): Gold Medal & Best in Grade for Short Story, “Cast Away”
Anna Temples (seventh grade): Gold Medal for Poetry, “I AM NOT BLIND”

Erin Molony: Where did you grow up?
Jessica Luzier: I grew up in a small town in Maryland. I lived 45 minutes from the beaches,
mountains, and cities like Baltimore and Philadelphia.
EM: Where did you go to school?
JL: I attended college at Salisbury University and University of Maryland College Park. I went
to Salisbury for my B.S. in Chemistry and finished my senior year at the University of Maryland
to concentrate on Chemical Engineering.
EM: What did you do career-wise before coming to SOA?
JL: I taught at a public high school in Maryland for three years. Before teaching, I was an
analytical bench chemist for an environmental lab.
EM: What are your favorite hobbies?
JL: I love saltwater fish tanks. At my house in Maryland I had a 150 gallon saltwater tank set
up in the wall. It had corals, anemones, a range of fish, starfish, shrimp and a purple spotted
lobster.
EM: What made you want to become a teacher?
JL: I was driving an hour and a half each way to have a job in my field, so I knew I needed to
make a change. When I was in elementary school I had a teacher that made a huge difference in
my life, so teaching seemed to be a great option. I get to share my love of chemistry with students
everyday. I also hope to make a difference for a few students, like my teacher did with me.
Mrs. Luzier and her son Hayden.
EM: Why did you come to SOA?
JL: I saw a posting for an AP Chemistry teacher a week before school started. I felt like it was meant to be! :)
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Hidden Talents at SOA

Cheyenne Koth reveals the secret skills of the people you’d least expect by asking how they
discovered their talent and what they enjoy the most about it.

Jason Guo

Cecilia McGuinn

Lou Collins

Seventh grade Piano

Eighth grade Creative Writing

Junior Strings

CK: What’s your special talent?
JG: I can play the violin.
CK: How did you discover you
had this talent?
JG: I had the idea when I was young
that I wanted to play, so I started
lessons. My teacher thought I was
really good, so I continued!
CK: What do you enjoy best
about having this talent?
JG: I like being able to play multiple
instruments.

CK: What’s your special
talent?
LC: I can dance.
CK: How did you discover
you had this talent?
LC: My mom put me into dance
class when I was five, and I’ve
been doing it ever since.
CK: What do you enjoy best
about having this talent?
LC: I really like performing.

CK: What’s your special
talent?
CM: I draw cartoons.
CK: How did you discover
you had this talent?
CM: I started copying Calvin
and Hobbes when I was little,
and it just went from there.
CK: What do you enjoy best
about having this talent?
CM: If I want something drawn,
I can do it myself!

Cheyenne Koth

Cheyenne Koth

Get to know Kendi Garcia

Provided

Applause’s Savannah Porter is taking
a closer look at SOA’s Deaf/Hearing
Impaired department. This month, she
spoke with freshman Kendi Garcia.
Savannah Porter: What is your
favorite pastime?
Kendi Garcia: I love shopping and
hanging out with my friends.
SP: What is your favorite class or
subject and why?
KG: I like my Deaf culture class and the
help I get for my mainstream classes as
they help me understand and pass my
classes. I also like to chat with my deaf
friends.
SP: What is your favorite movie
and why?
KG: Mcfarland USA, because it is about a
Hispanic racing team winning the California state championship.
SP: What is your favorite book and why?
KG: Tuck Everlasting, because it makes you think about if you would
want to live forever.
SP: Do you have any plans for spring break?
KG: I am going to Georgia to visit family and I will hide candy eggs for
my little sister.

Cheyenne Koth

Morgan Chote
Junior Strings

Cheyenne Koth

CK: What’s your special
talent?
MC: I can hold a headstand for
a really long time.
CK: How did you discover
you had this talent?
MC: I was in gymnastics.
CK: What do you enjoy best
about having this talent?
MC: I like seeing the world
from a different perspective.

Fashion visionary Ayoka Lucas visits
Julia Lynn
SOA

by Jada Orr
Ayoka Lucas, the mind behind
Charleston Fashion Week and
various editorials in Charleston
Magazine, came to speak to SOA
fashion majors on March 14th. She
talked about her experience in the
industry and her big change from
Charleston to the Big Apple. Ayoka
began with her time at SCAD,
attending events and meeting
industry leaders like Andre Leon
Talley and Anna Wintour. But what
students were really curious about
was her jump from Charleston to New York City.
“It felt like starting over again, in a sense,” she said. “ I went
from being “Ayoka Lucas!” in Charleston to having to introduce
myself again in New York.”
Ayoka feels that she has done the most for herself with the
fashion scene in Charleston. She currently works as a freelancer
running stylepublic.com as the founder/editor-in-chief and
using her talents for fashion brand & Other Stories.
For more on Ayoka, visit her site: ayokalucas.com
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South Carolina loses a literary legend

Provided
by Cheyenne Koth
On March 4th 2016, the
esteemed, award winning
novelist Pat Conroy passed
away. As an author and
Southern
native,
Pat
Conroy was very near
and dear to the heart of
SOA. His many works will
continue to inspire readers
everywhere. Several of his
novels, such as The Great
Santini and The Prince of
Tides, were turned into
Oscar nominated films.
Conroy was a lifelong
reader and advocate for
the arts. From a young age,
novels and literature acted
Pat Conroy (center) with former Creative
as a means of travel to
other places. This passion Writing teacher Sean Scapellato (left) and
translated into affection current Creative Writing teacher Rutledge
Hammes (right).
for beautiful wording and
turn of phrase. Throughout his life, he collected such phrases, often
applying them to his work as he wrote.
Through his powerful writing, Pat Conroy touched many lives. He
will be missed.

QUEST a big success for middle
school students
by Taylor Carnie
The QUEST team won big in this year’s competition, taking
first place overall in Level II. SOA faced other area schools
including Cario, Buist, and Rollins middle schools.
Some of the schools even offer a “Quest Class” to prepare their
students for the event. Clearly, such a class is not as helpful as one
would expect as SOA handily beat those schools. Congratulations
to everyone on the Quest team.

Are you ready to witness some
cool moves? Come out at
6:30pm on Thursday April 28th
and support high school dance
majors as they hit the stage for
Sign up to donate during lunch the Annual Dance Departmental
from April 4th-6th. Save a life! hosted in the Rose Maree Myers
Theater.
Each grade will be performing
two pieces choreographed by
both SOA dance faculty and
guest artists such as Brian
McGinnis, Christopher Robbins,
and Lindy Fabyonic. This will
be an awesome night filled with
moving and grooving!
Come give blood in the Rose
Maree Myers Theater on April
7th! You get two service hours
for donating and a free t-shirt!
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Applause presents:
Busy Being Born

A Celebration of Bob Dylan’s 75th Birthday

A live documentary with original adaptations of more than fifteen Bob Dylan
songs performed by School of the Arts students.
Wednesday, 25 May 2016, 6:30 PM
Rose Maree Myers Theater
School of the Arts, North Charleston, SC
Donations will be accepted for the Rose Maree
Myers Scholarship for Artistic Achievement.
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Bryce Reed finds success with
multiple sports

Provided

By Jacob Fairchild
This sophomore Band major is
currently in season for baseball, but
he also plays soccer and basketball. He
currently plays centerfield, shortstop,
and pitcher at Stall High School and
has been playing varsity baseball since
seventh grade. His personal goal is
to make the playoffs, but balancing
sports, band, and school can be a
challenge.
“It’s hard, but I have to stay up
really late almost every night to get
studying and my homework done,” he Bryce began playing varsity baseball in
seventh grade.
said. “And sometimes I have to miss
stuff for band, but also for concerts I have to miss practice.”
We wish Bryce and the entire Stall baseball team luck this season.

Baseball is a hit with Adam Riesberg

April 2016
Woods Browder is killing it at
Provided
tennis
By Jacob Fairchild
Senior
Band
major
Woods Browder is playing
at an elite level. He plays
both doubles and singles at
local, regional, and national
competitions. He plays in
the 4.5 men’s league, for
various tournaments, and
for Wando. He is 3-4 at
Wando and is currently the
number one seed there. He
also plays for the United
States Tennis Association
and has won 5 of his 11 statelevel tournaments. We’ll Woods prepares to knock the
be cheering him on as he
ball out of the court.
progresses.

Junior Vocal major Adam Riesberg been playing baseball since he was five years old. He currently plays for
Wando and Jacob Fairchild caught up with him about his sports success.

Jacob Fairchild: How long have you been playing baseball? What is your position?
Adam Riesberg: I have been playing baseball ever since I was five. My dad signed me up for T-ball and the rest is history. However,
It did not become my passion until eighth grade. Currently, I am a pitcher and I also play first base from time to time.
JF: What is your motivation to excel?
AR: I am really doing this for myself. I want to prove to myself that if I have a dream and a goal, I can reach it. Other than that, I like to
think that one day my current friends will look back and be proud of what I have accomplished when I go pro.
JF: Do you plan to play in college?
AR: I do plan to play in college. My dream college is Georgetown, in D.C. All my offers are coming this summer, so stay tuned!
JF: How has your season been going?
AR: We will start our season the first week of March. There are big things coming this year!
JF: Baseball tends to require lots of travelling. How do you manage to fulfill all of your obligations?
AR: It’s about finding time even when you think your schedule is packed. My day will start at 4:45 and end at 10. All my homework is
done from 8:30-10. As for travelling, I usually drive everywhere so my homework can be done easily.
JF: Does your interest in playing baseball ever fade? If so, when, and how do you get past it?
AR: Absolutely. There are days that I am so frustrated that I want to hang up my cleats forever and walk away. However, I am always
drawn in by the thought of the end goal. I just have to keep things in perspective. I had to learn to understand that I am very privileged
to play the game I love every day and there are many kids who wish to be in my shoes.

SOA’s West Ashley soccer trio

Bill Wolpert

By Jacob Fairchild
Junior Band major Taylor Jarrett,
junior Costume Designer Zola Jay,
and junior Visual Artist Ariel Hills
are all players on the West Ashley
women’s soccer team. The trio
shares a problem familiar to many
SOA athletes: balancing the rigors of
school, arts, and sports.
Pictured: Taylor Jarrett
“Being a student athlete takes
a lot of effort,” center back Taylor Jarrett said. “There are many
nights where I get barely any sleep because I am up studying or doing
homework. But I think the thing that keeps me going is my love for the
game.”
Tyler Jarrett has also found success outside of West Ashley soccer,
as her club team won this year’s championship. The athletic success
of these three SOA students paints a bright future for West Ashley
soccer.

Wando Soccer is currently number one
in the nation! Congratulations to senior
Band major and team captain Peter Gair!

Raven’s Rugby Schedule
5 February- Ravens vs. Irmo: Loss, 22-7
12 February- Ravens vs. Wando A: Loss, 18-0
26 February- Ravens vs. Chapin: Win, 15-12
18 March- Ravens vs. Greenvile: Loss, 17-0
8 April- Ravens vs. Aiken (at Aiken) 7:00 pm
15 April- Ravens vs. Oconee (at Seneca) 7:00 pm
22 April- Ravens vs. South Greenville (at Crooked
Creek Road, Columbia, SC) 7:00 pm
*all times and locations subject to change
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Shrek is a false idle; or Letter from the editor
how he killed his infant
Salvador Dali here. I’m not sure why I am, but I am, so
son and no one cared
here I am. To be fair, I’m not sure what you are either.
by Cheyenne Koth
Shrek, as we all know, has become
somewhat of a cultural phenomena in
recent years. From the big screen, to
4chan, to our hearts, Shrek is more of an
icon than a ferocious ogre. I have seen you
all blindly following him, but his era must
now end. By my two hands, I will bring
down this green false idle.
Take your mind back to the second
Shrek movie. Wittily titled Shrek 2, this
film focuses on Shrek trying to change
himself so that Fiona, his wife, is happier
and her parents approve of him. In his
journey, he finds a potion that turns him
into a rather attractive human male. Shrek
ends up locked out of the castle with Fiona
inside thinking that Prince Charming is
Shrek and about to kiss the intruder at this
cool party that’s happening to celebrate
Shrek and Fiona’s marriage. The thing is,
readers, if Shrek doesn’t get to Fiona, they
both turn back into ogres: did I forget to
mention that? Fiona is human as well.
That would make Shrek’s entire journey
in vain, right? Right.
This is the catch, readers. This is
where it all goes wrong.To get into the
castle, Shrek needs something really
tall, right? Something moving, perhaps?
Something alive? What does our hero do?
What could he possibly do?
Create an entirely new life solely for
the purpose of getting him into the castle?
That would be crazy, right? Illogical?
No. That is exactly what our “hero”
does. Shrek, with the help of Gingy
and the gang, creates Mongo: a giant
gingerbread man. It is obvious, readers,
that this gingerbread man was sentient,
and acted almost exactly like an infant
might in response to his surroundings.
Mongo was a baby, a gigantic war baby
created for the sole purpose of getting
Shrek into the castle of Far Far Away.
During the following scuffle, Mongo loses
his arms in the drawbridge and then falls
into the moat.
A sane ogre father might save his child,
right? No, he leaves him. He abandons
his infant son. Cookies dissolve in water,
my small sons, so what do you think
happened to Mongo?
That’s right. He died young, scared and
underwater. I urge you: repent for your
sins of Shrek worship. He is a murderer.
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It seems to have just appeared???

Are you melting, or is that just me?

In this issue of Loud Booing, you and your ghost friends
will find a feature on the discovery that the AMHS student
body is entirely birds and reviews of the world-renowned
Cafe Diem and the literary masterpiece Hamlet. You all
sound like chocolate. We all support wall-builders 2016,
and Luke Gair presents his hidden talent (hint: it’s not
flying). At some point I stop bouncing, correct?
Soa-applause.com is the place to be unless you can’t
read. In that case, tribaltribune.org is the place to be. April is a great month once you get
over the terrible April Fool’s Day “pranks.” Let’s hope I’m never a part of such an atrocity.
I’ve forgotten what time it is. Time to end this?
Valediction.

Jakob Lazzaro: an editor gone too soon
by Cheyenne Koth and Nick Huss
It is with great sadness that the Applause staff
announces the passing of Jakob Lazzaro, our former
Editor-in-Chief. Jakob was a lover, a fighter and a
passionate journalist. In the end, he died peacefully
with his beloved MacBook and a bowl of authentic
Japanese ramen at his side. Jakob is succeeded by
his cherished Reddit forum /r/LazJak, as well as the
now lonely Applause staff. His final words were an
intense exclamation of “Deadlines!” before he met
his own.

Hamlet is the book of the century, and here’s why

Jay Rode

by Jay Rode
Julius Caesar’s famous novel Hamlet has been taught in middle and high schools across
the country, yet it is far from an oft-discussed literary piece. This begs the question: why?
What could people possibly have against such lovable characters as Hamlet and Mercutio?
Nothing. I vote Hamlet as “Book of the Century”, and here’s why.
The characters: Hamlet. The young man loved by all of Denmark, even by his own mother,
is both cunning and hot. He’s probably even talented, but that’s secondary to his intelligence
and defined jawline described in a level of detail obtainable only in these kinds of Russian
works. Helmet’s crusade against the men who killed his father only add to his loveliness
because we all know that vengeance makes the man (why else would Liam Neeson be so hot in
Taken 2? His only other notable quality is that he’s, like, ancient, and that’s not sexy).
Ophelia: This girl is beautiful and has an unreal way with words. One night Hamlet calls
to her from his balcony, “I can see I’m not in your good books,” and she so wittily replies, “No,
and if you were I would burn my library.” So rich. So lively. So delicious.
The plot: Hamlet can’t get Ophelia to stop stalking him, so when she, unbeknownst to him,
kills his father, he goes on a quest to find the murderer and avenge the man. A side quest arises
from Ophelia that, if completed, would get her off his back, so he also spends an act or two in
search of a key to some kind of belt that Ophelia wears (the dialogue wasn’t terribly clear about
this). In the sequel, Hannah’s Karenina, Hamlet learns to ride a bike.
The writing: In many editions, Hamlet isn’t even in English, so if you do pick up the
screenplay, be sure to grab the English edition under the name of “No Fear”.
In conclusion, what we have here is a masterpiece to easily top all books that might come
out before the end of the 20th century. Let us eagerly anticipate some critical articles so that
we might further develop our literary prowess; though in the meantime we could just re-read
the whole thing. Go ahead. I dare you.
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Studies show that all Magnet students are birds
by Cheyenne Koth
A 2016 study on Academic Magnet High School reveals startling
news: all of the school’s students are birds. Every single one of them,
from freshmen to seniors. The team of scientists behind the discovery
tells Applause that they were not surprised.
“The signs were all there,” head scientist Sky Andor said. “I mean,
The Raptors? The Talon? The Birdcage? It was only a matter of
throwing a few bread crumbs in front of a flock of them and recording
the results.”
We have been told that Magnet junior Chad Peck had contacted the
mayor in protest of the recently released information.
“He sent the mayor an email with like nine frowny faces,” a source
said. “He’s angry that those science jerks would have the audacity to
debase such an important school.”
When asked to comment on this, Peck only squawked and flapped
his… arms? Our reporters took that as a resounding “no,” and were
only just able to escape with their eyes intact.
In addition to complaints by Magnet students, protests over the
whole fowl situation have emerged. A group of protesters staged a
rally, brandishing picket signs and bags of seed, but many don’t think
that’s enough.
“The real problem isn’t the fact that they’re birds,” SOA senior Avis
Byrd said. “It’s the startling lack of diversity! Look at the statistics!
Ninety-nine percent of these bird-students are snow geese. Where are
the cardinals? The robins? The eagles? The European crested tits?
Academic Magnet needs change, and they need it now.”
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FIGHT/COUNTERFIGHT

Hidden Talents at SOA

Cheyenne Koth reveals the secret skills of the
people you’d least expect.

Cheyenne Koth and Alissa Melsopp are at eachother’s
Luke Gair: Reading Minds
throats in this edition of FIGHT/COUNTERFIGHT. Grab
Junior Creative Writing
Cheyenne Koth
CK:
How
did
you
your WWE championship belt!
Jay Rode
discover this hidden

talent?
LG: In my free time, I try to
read minds. I have too much
free time.
CK: What do you enjoy
best about having this
talent?
LG: Being able to talk to my
dog.
CK: What am I thinking right now?
LG: Jeb is a small man and he is weak. Jeb is a mess.
Jeb is the weakest person on this stage (He was right!).

Charles McGuinn: Shape-shifter

Seventh grade Band
Cheyenne Koth
CK: How did you
discover you had
this talent?
CM: One morning a
couple of years ago, I
woke up and I was a
pillow.
CK: What do you
enjoy best about
Jay Rode having this talent?
CM: I like disguising
Lauren Bailey, seventh grade
myself as a guitar Vocal and Bella Cawley, seventh
when my mom wants grade Strings pose with Charles
me to do chores.
in his milk form.

Winner: I would say Alissa, but Cheyenne is threatening
me with that hose so I’ll reconsider.
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Spring Break? MORE LIKE SPRING BROKEN!!!! Kiss your freedom goodbye.
by Nick Huss
Due to low scores on the WorkKeys tests, CCSD has made the decision to
cancel spring break. Instead of going to the beach, traveling or hanging out with
friends, students will be in classrooms learning the common core curriculum.
Students will meet with their science, social studies, English and math teachers
once every day for the week.
“As shocking as this may seem, we are trying to boost standardized test scores
throughout the county,” CCSD said in a statement earlier this month. “We realize
students have already made plans for the break but we urge students to come to
classes and learn material that may have been overlooked while being taught.
We will try our best to make the classes as enjoyable as possible giving students
breaks in between classes to socialize with friends like they would be on break.”
Many parents are outraged with the decision made by CCSD and are protesting
by allowing their children to not attend the classes. Students will retake the
WorkKey test the week after spring break and if improvement is not shown,
schools will begin to have mandatory after-school programs dedicated to teaching
common core. Students will receive schedules of classes within the next week.

Adam Geller
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Sports Update: Denver Baer excels at little people tossing
by Jacob Fairchild
The sport of little people tossing
was banned in Florida in 1989,
France in 2002, and Canada in
2003. SOA’s own Denver Baer is an
avid competitor with a record travel
distance of thirty meters. Denver
had this to say about what it was like
to be thrown such a long distance.
“I passed out around the 15
meter mark, and [couldn’t] recall
much,” he said.
Denver’s
partner,
Nick
Scapellato, was proud of that toss.
“It was a once in a lifetime
experience to work with such
a
distinguished,
professional
individual,” he said.
The two will be competing in
a championship in North Korea
this June. They’ve been invited
by Kim Jong Un himself. The
Supreme Leader is Denver’s biggest
competition, having been tossed,
according to himself, 35 meters.
Denver fears the competition, not
knowing his fate should he win
the toss. We may never see Denver
again, so while he is here, we must
cherish his presence.

Jay Rode

Nick prepares to toss Denver in this latest attempt to break the world record.

Global warming: let’s face the facts

ITS ALL FIRE HELP

by Alissa Melsopp
As of late, I have been hearing some hot gossip about a phenomenon
that has been affecting our entire planet: Global Warming. In order to shed
some light on the subject, I set out on a quest to find the true facts of what is
affecting our planet’s climate.
I traveled halfway across the globe in my efforts at seeking the truth,
sailing the seas towards the North Pole, dodging tsunamis caused by some
sort of massive objects falling into the ocean, whatever those could be. I
hit solid, cold land only to be immediately greeted by my first interviewee:
Kevin the polar bear.
“Global Warming? Yeah, I’ve heard of it,” Kevin said. “A bunch of baloney
if you ask me. I mean, look where I live! It’s a giant frozen wasteland the size
of Pluto! It doesn’t make sense how anything could even begin to melt all
this-.”
Unfortunately, Kevin was unable to complete our interview due to the
block of ice he was standing on breaking off and plummeting into the ocean.
In spite of his obvious knowledge on the matter, I was still left unsatisfied with his answers.
After weeks at sea, I shipwrecked on a mysterious coast vaguely reminiscent of the island from Lost. While gathering my bearings,
my second interviewee approached me. He seemed just as disgruntled as my former arctic friend when asked about the phenomenon.
“All this ‘Global Warming’ stuff is just an excuse the government made up so polar bears can come steal the jobs us hard-working
Americans deserve!” he said.
The man was so distraught that I was forced to leave him rambling on to himself. The realization that I was once again in the US led
me back to the Bonds-Wilson campus where I sought to gain answers from the tree in the Pegasus “Garden.” However, it seemed that he
did not want to comment on the matter, dumping me back in square one.
In spite of my many travels to seek the answers we deserve, the information I gained was inconclusive. Even though studies in peerreviewed scientific journals have shown that over 97 percent of climate scientists agree that the spike on the warming of our climate is
caused by anthropogenic activities, we can’t be sure that is the truth. The search for the facts continues.
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Junior Vocal major Denver Baer and senior Creative
Writer Jay Rode released their new LP Whispers In My
Cereal this month. The LP features such songs including
“Daight Strope” and “Rubber Saves Lives” and crosses a
wide span of genres, from rock and rap to country and
ska. The new LP is available now on SoundCloud at:
https://soundcloud.com/whispers-in-my-cereal.

AJ Brehm: SOA’s newest rap talent

Provided

by Jay Rode
Whispers In My Cereal is not SOA’s
only musical act. Enter AJ Brehm: the
most savage rapper to ever hit the stage.
Brehm recently released his first
album
Supplying Your Lyrical
Demands. Brehm’s signature style can
be traced to his many inspirations,
namely Rostow, Four Finger Death
Punch and The People’s Republic of
China. His lyrics find home in listeners’
hearts alongside his subwooferpounding bassline and tweetersmashing synth leads.
Most of the album focuses on
Brehm’s own struggle with the world,
with tracks such as “Kuhlmeier Can’t
Censor Me” and “Podcast THIS” highlighting his long and arduous history
with freedom of speech. Brehm then brings it back down with “My Love For
You Is Inelastic” in which he details his love for her. The subtitle for this
amazing album should simply be the word “quotable.” My favorite lines are
from the bridge in “The Bell Brings Us Back.”
“Somethin’ tells me we’re ready: intel.
This permanent knowledge so deadly: death knell.
I’m spittin’ straight iron in this prison: blood cell.
Tell ‘em that Brehm hath risen: ground swell.”
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Θα πρέπει να έχετε πραγματικά
βαρεθεί.

By You Isalin ang
Ni allwch gopïo uniongyrchol testun hwn ei gyfieithu,
felly bu’n rhaid i chi ei deipio i gyd â llaw. Rydych yn dipyn
o gollwr. I gloi, yr hyn sydd gennym yma yn gampwaith
i hawdd brig holl lyfrau a allai ddod allan cyn diwedd
yr 20fed ganrif. Gadewch i ni yn eiddgar yn rhagweld
rhai erthyglau beirniadol er mwyn i ni allu datblygu ein
prowess llenyddol ymhellach; er yn y cyfamser gallem jyst
ail-ddarllen yr holl beth.
Вы не можете напрямую скопировать этот текст,
чтобы перевести его, так что вы должны были
ввести все это от руки. Вы немного неудачника.
В заключение, что мы имеем здесь шедевр легко
пополнить все книги, которые могут возникнуть из
до конца 20-го века. Давайте с нетерпением ожидаем
некоторые критические статьи, чтобы мы могли
дальше развивать наше литературное мастерство;
хотя в то же время мы могли бы просто перечитать
все это.
Vi ne povas rekte kopii tiun tekston por traduki ĝin,
do vi devis tajpi ĉion en mane. Vi estas iom de perdanto.
Konklude, kion ni havas ĉi tie estas ĉefverko facile estri
ĉiuj libroj kiuj povus eliri antaŭ la fino de la 20a jarcento.
Ni avide anticipas iuj kritikaj artikoloj por ke ni povu plue
evoluigi niajn literaturajn lerteco aferon.
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Answer of the Month

“Did y’all do anything?”
Ms. Greig, high school science
“Where have you been all
night?”
Nick Roddey, eighth
grade Band

“Have you ever eaten a
turkey alive?”
Kate Psenka, sixth grade
Theater

April 2016

“Are you failing a class?”
Bryce Reed, sophomore
Band

I’M GOING TO
PRETEND YOU
DIDN’T ASK THAT.
“Do you speak French?”
Ms. Bednarczyk, high school
French

“How many oranges can
you fit in your top dresser
drawer?”
Lillian Sustaita, seventh grade
Strings

By Nick Huss and Ryan Biddix

“Where are you going to
college?”
Ellie Jeffers, senior Vocal

“Did you like school?”
Coleman Jones,
sophomore Band

“What are your plans for
“What did you do for April
next year?”
Fools?”
Audra Walker, senior
Seung Jung, freshman Strings
Theater

April 2016
Holly Rizer

Enrique Boyd,
seventh grade.
Honorable mention.
Holly Rizer

Holly Rizer

These four middle
schoolers are
SOA’s winners
of the 2016 Reel
Art competiton.
Congratulations!

Student Work

Isabel Sonka,
eighth grade.
Honorable mention.
(below left)

Kayla McGary,
sixth grade.
Honorable mention.
(below right)
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Cheyenne Koth

Student Work
Cheyenne Koth
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Tumbleweave
Chisolm Jackson,
eighth grade

God Cycle
River Abedon, eighth
grade

Holly Rizer

Cheyenne Koth

“Long live the rose that grew (From the text of a
Whirlpool use and care
from the concrete!”
manual)
--Tupac Shakur
I.
Danger, children are
I found you
explosive.You keep there.
on the corner of Cannon
and St. Philip, next to a pack There is no more safety,
you can be killed
of Pyramids.
Did you ever smell the burning or seriously injured.
Can you tell me
paper
the potential hazards?
of those cigarettes?
The smoke, the fire. We
Stella Fox, You were bought
must
seventh to fall out, owned to
be grounded, too many acts
grade.
of God. It is coming.
be disowned. Your
Blue ribbon. loose threads and
bald patches are noticed. I see II.
(above)
We are not prepared. Wash
where you were trimmed.
away what is grey. Step
I see the split ends,
down a level, no function.
the tangles
To The Tree On the Corner Indifferent green leaves.
Isn’t that what
and the dead skin.
Granddad’s voice darting
they want? Black,
of King and Grey
me, rope burns still remaining.
The smell of rosewater and white. Cycle
Ted Fairchild, eighth grade to
Time will tell,
and filtration. Let us
beeswax drifts
has told us both.
to my nose as I pick you up, make it easy, as easy as it
Your limbs tended before.
It told you one more time.
pressing your scent to my is to be reduced to remains,
Slurs burned into trunk. Tended
Necklace of rope wrapped
when you hear grinding,
nose,
towrope scars.
in denim sky.
remembering that you once grating,
Bodies
A sight to see, I know.
crunching or
had an owner,
sway The Charleston.
somebody who would spray buzzing sounds, run.
Necklaces of pearls, of rope.
Fire spreads fast in trees.
O God run.
perfume onto you.
Slurs swaying in the leaves. Flitting Cutting away leaves as green
Somebody who would trim
over porches, between people.
sunset’s dying jeer. Cursing
your tapered ends and wash III
Over my Granddad,
at moss flagstone gray as
Warnings:
you.
who made that porch.
his hair.
Are you with us?
Twisted that rope, made
But swallowing pearl necklaces
It is the beginning of the
Your silky, black and grey
those necklaces, too.
as white as his smile.
fibers were tangled. The glass God cycle. New God flow.
I think I might miss him.
Licking limbs like
Troubleshooting from
of a shattered beer bottle
How many of your limbs tended
a foolish child
sits shaded in the inside net the interior. Your safety
to that weight?
muddling
and the safety of others
along with a few pebbles
Charcoal scent still wafting
in the gray of mixed colors
is no longer important.
from the loose concrete.
into my nose. That nook,
on his palette.
New God flow. What now
right there, in the fork,
when we are at risk of
You
sit
low,
still
where I cuddled Granddad’s
Raising ashes of fertility
electric shock?
on
the
sidewalk
copy of Catcher In The Rye.
just a shade lighter than
Options may vary.
worlds
away
from
the
woman.
Live Oak.
black.
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Head to Bon Bahn Mi for tasty and April Spotify Playlist
Google Maps
authentic Vietnamise food
Your monthly Applause certified list of jams: just

Bon Bahn Mi/Facebook

by Nick Huss
It is very challenging to find
authentic vietnamese food in
the Charleston area, but Bon
Bahn Mi rises to the task. The
restaurant is located on Spring
Street downtown, but is almost
hidden because of it’s small size.
When you walk in, you notice
there are no tables and instead
only bar stools and counters.
If you do not already
know, Bahn Mi is a traditional
vietnamese dish served usually
on a baguette-like bread, a
leftover from the French colonial
period. It can also be put into a
salad or tacos, as Bon Bahn Mi
offers. At the restaraunt, you
first choose what kind of Bahn
Mi you want and what vegetables
go in it. I decided to order the
ginger lemongrass chicken as a
sandwich and the red curry beef Monday-Thursday:
as a taco. For vegetables, I added
11AM-8PM
pickled carrots, radish, cilantro
Friday-Saturday:
and basil. I also asked for their
11AM-9PM
homemade Sriracha lime cream
sauce to be put on both for added Sunday: 11AM-5PM
flavor.
Price Range: $
The red curry beef taco was
the first of the two that I tried. It packed a spicy kick that was
balanced with the vegetables and lime sauce. After eating the taco,
I ate the ginger lemongrass chicken sandwich and was blown away
by how delicious it was. The added ginger flavor gave the chicken
a sweet yet sour taste. As I was finishing my meal, I noticed the
restaurant had quickly gone from empty to a line forming out the
door. Bon Bahn Mi is a rising Charleston star and a place every
local needs to visit to experience some real, quality, Vietnamese
cuisine.

A traditional Bahn Mi sandwich. The restaruant also offers Bahn Mi
tacos and salads.

Page 23
Spotify

head to cusatisoa on Spotify to listen.
“Wanted Dead or
“Shades of Blue” - Kacy Hill
Alive” - Bon Jovi
“Cool Kids” - Echosmith
“Just Like Heaven” - The Cure “Candyman” Zedd, Aloe Blacc
“Crazy” - Kat Dahlia
“So Good at Being In Trouble” “7 Years” - Lukas Graham
Unknown Mortal Orchestra
“Intuition” - John Lennon
“Hold On” - Alabama Shakes “Can’t Get Enough of Myself” “Lover Come Back” - City and Santigold, B.C.
“Listen to the Man” - George Ezra
Colour
“Rising Water” - The High Divers
“Me and Bobby McGee” “Rosalita (Come Out Tonight)” Janis Joplin
Bruce Springsteen
“Lovebug” - Jonas Brothers
“Beach Baby” - Bon Iver

Amy Tan’s The Bonesetter’s Daughter
stands as a great read

Goodreads
by Alissa Melsopp
The Bonesetter’s Daughter is Amy
Tan’s fourth book and it does not fail
to impress. As with most of her novels,
the book focuses on the relationship
between a Chinese-American woman
and her mother. It is split into
three sections and follows the main
character Ruth Young’s adult life as
well as her mother’s youth in China.
The book starts in present-day
California where Ruth is facing a
failing relationship with the man
she loves, feeling lost in her career
as a ghostwriter, and the signs that
her mother, LuLing, is dealing with
dementia. Ruth is especially unnerved
by her mother’s memory loss because
all of the stories that helped her to
understand her family and her culture
will disappear along with LuLing’s
mind. One day, Ruth finds a memoir that her mother had written
years earlier about the truth of her life in China. The second part is
devoted to this story, where we meet many people form LuLing’s past
including Precious Auntie, the woman who basically raised LuLing
because her mother ignored her. We soon find out Precious Auntie
is the woman mentioned in the title: the daughter of a bonesetter.
LuLing’s life is full of tragedy in spite of some good things.
When Ruth was a baby LuLing’s second husband died in a hit
and run accident, leaving Ruth to grow up with her eccentricities.
After reading the story her mother wrote for her, Ruth gains a new
understanding and appreciation for LuLing’s behavior.
At the beginning of the novel, we see Ruth struggling to find
her own voice as a ghost writer for other people. After reading her
mother’s memoir, everything begins to fall into place. She looks
at a photograph of her grandmother and sees not the past and the
present but one continuous storyline that includes all of her family.
The book is resolved with Ruth finally finding her own story amongst
all the others she spent her career aiding.
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Kendrick drops Untitled Unmastered, Tarnation: a documentary with a
and it’s nothing but fire
RollingStone powerful punch
by Jada Orr
As if To Pimp A Butterfly
wasn’t enough, Kendrick
Lamar just released a
collection of tracks. Untitled
Unmastered is Kendrick’s
first, and hopefully not the
last, project released in 2016.
The compilation includes
various untitled, numerically
ordered tracks of Kendrick’s
that he doesn’t credit as his
best. Yet, it’s still nothing less
than greatness. The content
still has Kendrick written all
over it: funk, jazz, trap, and
socially conscious lyrics.
Track Untitled 03| 05.28.13 is a perfect example. Through
the song, Lamar details advice he receives from men of different
cultures on how to live his life. From a piece of mind to a piece
of land, various cultural values are symbolized in metaphors and
subliminal messages. Killing two birds with one stone, it seems
Kendrick is sticking true to the art of hip-hop while challenging the
typical content of mainstream artists.

The High Divers paint the picture of
our beautiful state through Rock n’Provided
Roll
by Jackie Evans
South Carolina born
and raised group The
High Divers has an
easily lovable groove
and sound that anyone
with a love for rock can
get into. Interestingly,
the band’s two original
members, Lead vocalist
and guitarist Luke
Mitchell and bassist
and backup vocalist
Kevin Early, have been
playing together since
they were only 14-yearsold, long before they became The High Divers in 2014. Drummer
Julius DeAngelis was recruited to the band straight out of high
school by and toured for a year before joining the duo. When the
band arrived in Charleston, Mary Alice Connor became the fourth
member on piano and additional vocals.
The band’s music has a slight twang mixed into the rock n’ roll
roots. The debut album Riverlust is full of imagery of the deep
woods of South Carolina. That shows off the band’s local roots.
The High Divers’ unique sound has not gone unnoticed. The
band has won the 2015 Best Up and Coming Band in Charleston
award, The Blue Indian’s Top Album of 2015, and also placed on the
South Carolina Music Guide’s Top 5 bands out of South Carolina.
This is a group to watch.

IMDB

by Nick Huss
Tarnation, an autobiography
of Jonathan Caouette told through
over twenty years of Super 8
footage, is a documentary that gives
a fascinating look into the effects
of mental illness on the people
around the patient. Jonathan
tells the story of his mother and
her declining mental health since
childhood. After Renee falls off
her roof and becomes paralyzed,
her parents are advised by doctors
to put her through shock therapy
twice a week. This continues for
two years and slowly deteriorates
her mental health. Years pass and
Renee moves out of her parents
house, marries a man named Steve
and gets pregnant with Jonathan. Steve soon leaves and Renee is
left to take care of Jonathan by herself. Since Renee’s terrible mental
health is affecting Jonathan, her parents decide to adopt him. He
lives with his grand-parents for the rest of his years as a child,
frequently visiting his mother until he is old enough to move out.
Jonathan moves to New York City to pursue an acting career. As a
grown man, Jonathan takes care of his mother in and out of mental
hospitals.
This film is a spectacular look at the effects of mental health on
a person and the people around them. What makes this movie even
more outstanding is how it was produced and edited in iMovie for
only 218 dollars! Tarnation grossed over one million dollars and
received awards from film festivals around the world, definitely
making back the production costs. Tarnation’s success shows that
a movie does not need a huge amount of money, expensive sets and
numerous actors to be great.
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POINT/COUNTERPOINT

Everyone loves staring off into the horizon at the beach. That awe-inspiring line where sea and sky
become one is quite a though provoker: specifically, which one is better? Cheyenne Koth takes a dive
with the Sea as Alissa Melsopp flaps her wings in the Sky in this edition of Point/Counterpoint:
Sea V. Sky!
Cheyenne: Sea

Jay Rode

Full disclosure, here, folks:
there’s no actual competition
between our two points today.
The sea, as you know, always
wins. Her enveloping waves
will one day take us all, so
there’s no use in denying her
ultimate power. What can the
measly sky do to contest the
dominance and supremacy of
the oceans? You see, the sea
takes much from us, but it can
also give things back.
What can it give back, you
ask?
To me, victory. To you?
You’ll have to find out.
While you think on that,
let me throw you some
knowledge.
The sea is also full of
organisms and biodiversity.
While the sky is barren of
all life except for birds, and
like ..airplanes, the sea holds
an innumerable amount of
living things, from the tiniest
plankton to the literal largest animal that has ever lived on the
planet earth. I’d list them all, but we do pay to have this paper
printed, so I’ll refrain. Much of the oceans are still unexplored,
so we have no clue what’s down there. There could be anything,
even mermaids! The sea is reason we are all alive. She’s the giver
of life and 71% of the earth’s surface.
Against the ocean, the sky is nothing. Though some might
argue that my opponent is better because it protects the earth
from the sun’s radiation, I know that in the first ten feet of our
beautiful sea there is as much heat as there is in the entirety of
the atmosphere, so there.
Now, my last point: the tides. The ocean, as you know, has
tides. Do you know what that means, readers? That means
that our contender is pals with the frickin’ moon. They dance
infinitely together, a push and pull that is as constant as.. Well,
the tides.
Who’s the winner, really? The barren wasteland that is the
sky, or the beautiful lady that’s engaged in a constant dance
party with the moon?

Alissa: Sky

Remember that time you
were watching the sun set over
the ocean with your elderly
grandmother and she thought
the sea was better, you thought
the sky was better, and you
proceeded to fight about it?
Well, I remember and I am
here to settle the score once
and for all.
If you like not being
burned, then the sky is the best
sunscreen you could ever not
pay for. The ozone layer is the
only thing stopping us from
being constantly set on fire
by the sun. That doesn’t even
credit our atmosphere, which
also supplies us with plenty
of oxygen and other gases
that are vital to our survival.
So not only are we protected
from the eternal flames of Hell,
but we also won’t suffocate by
stepping outside.
Guess what else is in the sky.
That’s right: space, the coolest
thing to ever happen to our planet. Why is space cool, you
ask? Well, for one, aliens live there. Not to mention outer
space is filled with millions upon billions of stars, planets,
galaxies, and every other incredible celestial body you could
possibly imagine. The universe is constantly expanding,
creating more and more unbelievable things for our mortal
eyes to enjoy. The sea simply can’t do that. Instead, it just
sits on earth and doesn’t pay rent. That’s pretty rude if you
ask me.
In addition, in almost all past polytheistic religions
whichever god reigned over the sky was also the king of
all gods. Zeus, Jupiter, Amun-Ra, Baalshamin, Latobius,
the list goes on. That just proves the importance of the
relationship between early human civilizations and the sky.
If our ancestors thought the sky was so remarkable, then
who are we to deny the facts?
So, if you are a fan of breathing, not being burned alive,
and aliens, then you know what you must choose. Only the
sky could provide you with all of the above and more.
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I can see my wrinkles from this headline! Editorial: This isn’t Back to the
by Jay Rode
Future. We need roads.
The end of the year is fast approaching. Seniors

Jay Rode

will soon be graduating, the juniors taking their place
at the top of the academic hierarchy. AP exams are just
over a month away with AP review classes spinning
up right about now. Summer vacations are in the final
stages of planning, and summer jobs are being filled
at an alarming rate. It’s almost over, alright. For us
seniors, it really is almost over.
Dude, I’m feeling old.
Obviously I’m not yet eligible for the senior discount at grocery stores, but
I am certainly feeling the presence of the rapidly-approaching “Real World.”
That complex mess is sprinting for me. This year I filed my taxes with my dad,
I started paying for my own phone and phone bill, and I began the process
of choosing a new school where I’ll spend the next four or so years of my life.
I swear I can feel the arthritis developing in my fingers, though my mother
would attribute that to countlessly popping my knuckles. My back hurts (“You
lift with your back, son! That’s not the way to do it!”) and I constantly find
myself criticizing “kids these days,” but who can blame me? Oh. See? At work
the other day, a little girl perched in the seat of a shopping cart told me, “You
wouldn’t understand; it’s a kid thing.” Another side note: six year olds know
more than you think.
I’m about to leave my parents’ house. I know how to perform basic car
and home maintenance, do laundry, apply for jobs and negotiate prices. I’ve
lost close relatives. All these things are “grown-up problems” so, again, I
say: Dude, I’m feeling old. I thought I wouldn’t ever learn how to keep white
shirts white and red shirts red: I assumed pink was the natural outcome of
each color. I thought dragons were real until I was thirteen. Thirteen! When
did I shed my childhood? When did my mailbox fill up with bills instead of
birthday cards?
To all the youngin’s reading this, go and be idiots. That’s how these years
are supposed to be handled: awkwardly. My twenty seven-year-old brother
told me the thing he regrets most about high school is that he didn’t go out and
be a teenager enough. So let’s all go be idiots. I enjoyed being an idiot, though
this is not to say that I am done making silly decisions. I’m sure college holds
just as many “interesting” possibilities. I just want to act like the old person
I apparently am and tell you, dear reader of Applause, to continue being the
ideal SOA student: weird and exciting.
That being said, there’s only a few more weeks until summer. Then
school is out, and we will all party accordingly. And rightfully so: this
summer has been a long time coming….
Jay Rode

Sass Attack

Editorial cartoon by Holly Rizer

by Cheyenne Koth
I want to start this month’s entry with an undeniable
statement: humans are animals, however much we try
to deny it. Which means, my friends, that we are built
to survive. We are built to continue as a race. I’ll give
you a moment to process that.
Done? Good. Let’s move on.
Though many people have gone through this
process before, there seems to be a trend of people fearing the process of
carrying a child and giving birth to them. There has been such a stigma of fear
created around pregnancy and birth, and honestly, readers, it disgusts me.
Now, don’t get me wrong, I’m pro-choice, and I’m pro-women deciding
whether or not to have babies, based on personal situation and desire to do
so, but... this stigma is too much. It’s nonsensical, and it stems from a society
that trains women to fear their body and its functions and then profits from it.
So if you want to have a child later in life, do not fear your body. They’ve
been doing this for thousands of years. To quote the wonderful midwife and
author, Ina May Gaskin: “Your body is not a lemon. Embrace your endless
ability and power.”

South Carolina has always placed a low priority on
infrastructure. To illustrate, just look at the old Cooper River
bridges. The Grace Bridge opened in 1929, the Pearman opened
in 1966, and both were functionally obsolete by 1979. The state
deferred maintenance, the metal corroded, and eventually the
Grace Bridge scored a FOUR of 100 for safety in 1995. The
Pearman Bridge didn’t fare much better, but it at least reached
the double digits. Even with that terrifying safety score, it still
took TEN years for the deadly duo to be replaced by the Ravenel
Bridge in 2005.
Hey, but since they replaced those two nasty bridges you’re
safe now, right? Wrong! Eleven percent of the bridges in this
state are classified as “Structurally Deficient” and 9 percent are
classified as “Functionally Obsolete.” That means you have a one
in five chance of crossing a substandard bridge every time you
drive!
So, should you be worried? It depends. I’ll just leave you
with former Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood’s view on
“Structurally Deficient” bridges, stated in a 2014 interview
with CBS News: “I don’t want to say they’re unsafe. But they’re
dangerous.”
Not unsafe, but dangerous. Right. That inspires confidence.
I’ll keep that in mind every time I cross the structurally
deficient Ashley River drawbridges or the functionally obsolete
North Bridge. I’ll really think about it when I’m on I-26 at the
Dorchester Road exit. That bridge had holes in the concrete
road deck temporarily patched with PLYWOOD back in 2011.
All that doesn’t even touch the massive number of potholes
and decaying roadbeds everywhere across the state. We have a
serious problem.
The state’s gas tax is the lowest in the country and has not
been raised since 1987. That is insane. We can’t rebuild or even
maintain our roads because we simply do not have enough
money. But, there’s a simple solution: raising the gas tax. I am
definitely willing to pay five cents more at the pump if it means
that I don’t have to dodge thirty potholes on the way to school.
I’m willing to pay ten cents more so I don’t have to worry about
the “not unsafe, but dangerous” bridges I drive over collapsing.
South Carolina is usually one out of 50 for bad things and 50
out of 50 for good things. I’m tired of our state always being in
the worst place. Let’s raise the gas tax, rebuild our infrastructure,
and take the number one spot on a good list for once. We CAN
have the best roads in America.
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Sign of the Month: Happy Spring Break!

In our newest feature Savannah Porter heads to the deaf and hearing impaired department to teach us all a
common phrase in sign language. This month, Jannette Clayton demonstrates “Happy Spring Break!”

Happy:

Spring:

Break:

Swing both hands up and pat your Move your right hand through your left hand’s fist and up into Pretend you are a farmer adjusting
your overalls with your fingers out.
chest on the way past. Repeat.
the air like water leaping from a fountain.
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By Jay Rode

Down

1. Leave, cease.
2. Mr. Smythe’s least favorite
cards
3. It’s not Digiorno’s
5. “Not Charades again!”
6. [clue censored]
7. Fetch? Or?
8. Fermenty Sugarcaney
11. Tropical Battleship
13. What the winner takes in Risk.
15. No room for twins in this car.
17. D&D, etc.

Across

1. Crichton’s robbery
4. Not dos
6. Human Knot
9. Another kind of slap
10. Behind chess
12. Exclamation!
14. Gamemaker
16. I barely even know ‘er.
18. Mac-compatible
19. “Relocate the Robber”

Nooks and Crannies:
the lesser-known
spots

Etta Elliott’s Hot Tips: Things you should not do for
Jay Rode
April fools
1. Tell a friend to skip school, then tell everyone he is dead.
#toofar
2. Say that you hate To Kill a Mockingbird to Dr. Cusatis.
#literatureislife
3. Bring your dog everywhere you go with a sign on him that
says “bodyguard.” #howisthatajoke
4. Turn all the clocks five-and-a-half hours back.
#toomuchturn
5. Say you’re starting a girl gang club. #gangthang #trouble
6. Tell your priest or pastor that you are considering switching to veganism.
#religionisserious
7. Put bird droppings on someone’s car. #makingenemies
8. Say the fire station is having a party and everyone in town is invited. #rage
#handcuffs
9. April Fool’s your dog. Get him or her super amped up and make it seem like
you are taking them to the beach, get in the car, drive by the beach, and go home.
#cruel #thatsactuallyabusive
10. Break up with your mom. #tears #readingglasses #momnames

The locations we feature will
be relatively unknown and the
description may help in locating the
place... or it may be far too vague.
Regardless, we will not disclose the
location. Ever. Happy hunting.
A medival castle? No, this
old building was a little more
sinister. Think chains and bars.

Jakob Lazzaro
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Horoscopes: April Fool’s Edition

Applause mystic Holly Rizer reveals what the signs say
about you.
Aries (March 21-April 19)
Make official-looking labels that say “Voice Activated” and
put them on various devices so you can watch your victims
desperately yell at coffee machines, elevators, paper towel
dispensers or whatever your cruel little heart desires.
Taurus (April 20-May 20)
Put wasabi on a friend’s sandwich when they’re not
looking. Mwahaha!
Gemini (May 21-June 20)
Fill regular crème filled donuts with mayonnaise. No one
will EVER try to steal your precious donuts again.
Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Put a zip-tie around the trigger on a Febreze container.
Next, pull the zip-tie and throw the container in your
friend or sibling’s room. Then run!
Leo (July 23-August 22)
Pull a classic prank this April Fool’s Day: just wrap
everything in a friend’s room in wrapping paper or fill
their room with balloons.
Virgo (August 23-September 22)
Go to a bookstore and put fake paper covers on books.
Advertise some amusing new titles like Kylo Ren’s Guide
to Being the Perfect Son or A Grandmother’s Guide to
Rap, Twerking, and More.
Libra (September 23-October 22)
Buy a purple wig and convince your mom that you dyed
your hair while screaming “It’s not just a phase, mom!
This is who I am!”
Scorpio (October 23-November 21)
Pour gelatin powder into your parent’s coffee cups so that
when they poor in their coffee it will turn into jell-o.
Applause’s Denver Baer takes a look at how times have changed.
Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)
What is/was your favorite song?
Fill a friend’s deodorant with cream cheese so that they’ll
smell “fromage fresh.”
Capricorn (December 22-January 19)
Mix Kraft cheese powder with water and tell your friends
it’s orange Kool-Aid. Then offer them some. Yum!
Aquarius (January
Crossword
20-February 18)
Answers
Go to a restaurant with a friend
Across
Down
and convince them that the
restaurant is having a special
where if they sing to the server
they’ll get their meal for free.
Pisces (February
19-March 20)
Pisces is often considered the
most gullible sign, so watch
Sixth grade Visual Artist
Senior Vocal major Tori
out!!!!! All the other signs are
out to prank you!
Enuka Taylor loves “Shake
Newman adored “Sexy Back”
Denver Baer

Denver Baer

Sixth grade then and now

it off” by Taylor Swift.

by Justin Timberlake.

1. Go-Stop
2. Humanity
3. Dominoes
5. Cranium
6. Taboo
7. Tug Of War
8. Rummy
11. Caribbean
13. All
15. LIFE
17. RP

1. Great Train
4. Uno
6. Twister
9. Rat
10. Backgammon
12. Yahtzee
14. Milton-Bradley
16. Poker
18. Apples
19. Catan
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Each issue, Applause asks students to share recent
dreams. Then, our dream analysts Holly Rizer and
Jackie Evans interpret them.

April 2016

Dream 1:
“Body parts at school came alive and tried to eat me at school.”
Kelsey Thorvalson, seventh grade Band.
Interpretation:
The body parts symbolize self-esteem and the school symbolizes
your anxiety and insecurity. You clearly don’t see how absolutely
amazing of a person you are. Don’t be so hard on yourself!
Dream 2:
“One time, there was a ginormous duck and it was terrorizing
downtown Charleston with a ginormous fork.” Braedyn
Wasserman, seventh grade Visual Arts.
Interpretation:
The duck symbolizes freedom and the fork symbolizes pickiness.
You’ve reached a point in your life where you have bit more freedom
to make your own choices. Don’t be picky or skeptical as that won’t
end up going very well for you. The time has come to use your
freedom to relax a little, try new things, and open your mind.
Dream 3:
“I had a dream that I was going to church and everything was normal,
but then the church caught on fire and someone told me to walk into
a garden. Then the garden caught on fire, so we kept on running and
the fire was chasing us.” Alan Bi, seventh grade piano.
Interpretation:
Going to church means you’re seeking spiritual guidance, fire
symbolizes destruction, the garden symbolizes peace and tranquility,
and running symbolizes not confronting an issue. You are seeking
spiritual guidance and peace concerning an issue, but that issue may
have gotten worse. In order to find the peace you’re seeking, you
must confront the issue directly.
Dream 4:
“I had a dream that Barney broke into my house.” Chamel Adams, For all you non-believers, we have decided to include the names
of our dreamers with their permission, rather than keeping it
senior Vocal.
anonymous. We always get our dreams from SOA middle and
Interpretation:
Barney symbolizes old ways of thinking and your home symbolizes high school students. If you would like to contribute, please email
Holly Rizer at hrizer1219@gmail.com
security and comfort. Out-dated ideas make you uncomfortable and
so does Barney: as he should, mi amiga, as he should.
Dream 5:
“There was this girl who was a Russian spy during WWII. She was captured by the Germans and was tortured, but then she escaped and
went back to Russia. The Russians thought she had turned on them and captured her. She and other Russian spies had animal sidekicks
and the sidekicks were trying to rescue her, but then the animals discovered that all their other human partners had turned on them. So,
the animals tranquilized them and then they went out and saved the Russian lady and they defeated the evil Russian master leopard.”
Katherine Brennan, seventh grade Visual Arts.
Interpretation:
The spy symbolizes that someone might be watching you or keeping a close eye on you, the animals symbolize primitive the untamed
aspects of yourself, the traitor means someone has disappointed you, and the leopard symbolizes overcoming difficulties. It’s likely that
you’re feeling too restrained. You’re having a hard time overcoming some issues, but the only way to overcome them is to be totally
yourself: after all, you weren’t meant to be just like everyone else. Other people will eventually as they see how you don’t conform and are
happier as a result. Thanks to you, they’ll start being true to themselves.
Dream 6:
“I was doing a talk show in a fish tank with two strangers and a llama.” Alexa Smith, seventh grade Theater.
Interpretation:
The talk show symbolizes that there’s a subject you want to talk about, the fish tank symbolizes feeling detached from those around you,
the strangers symbolizes hidden pieces of yourself, and the llama symbolizes trust. You may be feeling kind of disconnected with some
of the people in your life. It could be because you aren’t being totally true to yourself. If they really care about you like you think they do,
then you can trust these people to accept you for you.
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The Trivia Challenge

Paint the town Red and
Gold

Jakob Lazzaro

Jakob Lazzaro

by Jakob Lazzaro
Spring break is almost here! To celebrate, Applause is bringing you trivia about a
by Nick Scapellato
favorite beach destination: Florida. Grab your swimsuit as current emperor Parris
Waka Flocka Flame (March 30th), Music
Byars faces newcomer Stephen Tenney in this sunny contest.
Farm Charleston
While this event is for all ages, you should know Questions
what you’re getting into before heading down to 1. Which Spanish explorer was the first European to see Florida?
Ann St. to see this show. Waka Flocka has long 2. What does “Florida” mean?
been a notable name in the rap game. Born in 3. What national park occupies the southwest corner of Florida?
Jamaica and raised in Georgia, he’s lived his life 4. Founded in 1565, this Florida city is the oldest in the United States.
aspiring to fame. Though his style has changed, 5. Name the Florida complex where NASA launches rockets.
his passion remains, he’s the biggest, baddest 6. Since 2005, Florida has not been hit by any hurricanes. Name the last storm that
made landfall.
MC bumpin’ on this coast.
7. Which Florida city is famous for it’s Cuban population?
Cooper River Bridge Run (April 2nd), 8. How many theme parks are in Walt Disney World?
West Coleman Blvd, Mount Pleasant
9. True or False. With a mean elevation of 100 feet, Florida is NOT the lowest state.
Join SOA’s running club for the 2016 Cooper River 10. True or False. Florida is the southernmost state.
Bridge Run. This scenic 10K run/walk takes race Stephen Tenny,
Parris Byars,
participants through beautiful Mount Pleasant,
Senior Band
Senior Band
across the monumental Ravenel Bridge, and 1. Ponce de Leon.
1. Ponce de Leon.
through scenic downtown Charleston. With the 2. Easter.
2. Flowers.
streets of the final stretches lined with tourists, 3. I don’t know.
3. Everglades.
water cups, and cheering bystanders, finishing 4. St. Augustine.
4. St. Augustine.
this race feels like true victory.
5. Men in Black 3.
5. Cape Canaveral.
6.
Katrina.
6. Junior.
Volvo Car Open (April 2nd to 10th), Volvo
7.
Miami.
7. Miami.
Cars Stadium (Previously known as the
7/10
5/10
8.
Four.
8. One.
Family Circle Cup)
9. False.
Become a part of the Charleston tennis scene 9. True.
10.
True.
10. False.
at this annual tournament, the largest women’s
tennis competition in the country! Tennis
Answers
The Victor
stars including Andre Aggassi will be playing
Once again, our champion could not be
exhibition matches throughout the week, and
beat. Stephen just wasn’t able to conjure
the food options are nearly endless as many local
up enough knowledge of the sunshine
restaurants will have booths or stands set up for
state. Parris is chilling on Miami Beach
your convenience. If you need a fun way to start
enjoying his spring break with the crown
your April, this is the event for you.
and scepter and will be back next month.
Mary Poppins (April 16th), Dock Street
Theater
Nominated for seven Tony Awards, this
broadway-style production put on by Charleston
Stage is sure to wow! The event is for all ages and
Help Ms. Luzier find her fish!
tickets start at 25 dollars for students. This is the
final production of the year for Charleston Stage,
Provided
so expect big things. Whether you’re theatricallyProvided
inclined or just looking for a good time, you need
to be at the Dock Street Theater on April 16.
Relay for Life Mount Pleasant (April
29th), East Cooper Medical Center
Bring your purples, your pinks, wear your ribbons,
and above all, lace up those running shoes! Relay
for Life is one of the best orgnaizations around
figthing the virulent disease that has likely
affected each of us in some way: cancer. Putting
in a few hours to run or walk the track may seem
like a futile way to combat cancer, but the price
of admission combined with the evidence of
solidarity is enough to make a difference. Be a
part of that change.
1. Juan Ponce de León.
2. Flowery land.
3. Everglades National Park.
4. St. Augustine.
5. The Kennedy Space Center/Cape Canaveral.
6. Hurricane Wilma.
7. Miami.
8. Four. There are also two water parks.
9. True! Delaware is lower at 60 feet.
10. False. Hawaii is further south.
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Question of the Month

“Mustard. It’s all yellow, “All of the “isms”. Racism,
“The less fleekynezz of
mosquitos, because they irra.”
Sexism, classism.”
mushy, and weird.”
Solomon Adams, freshman Stella Fox, seventh grade Mr. Grant, middle school
Piano
Assistant Prinicipal
Visual Arts

“Fred Horton and Lauren
Ryba. You know why.”
Andrew Larkin, junior Vocal

“Mean people, because they
cause so much anxiety for
everyone else.”
Ms. Hawthorne, student
resources

If you could
get rid of one
thing, what
would it be?
By Nick Huss and Denver Baer

“Denver Baer, isn’t it
obvious?”
Jack Stalcup, junior
Theater

“Cilantro.”
Chloe Koth, freshman
Fashion Design
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“Pollution, because it hurts
the whole environment.”
Aiden Wood, sixth grade
Creative Writing

“Twinkies.”
JJ Goller, senior Creative
Writing

“Kanye West, because he
reminds me of Donald Trump
and Donald Trump is bad.”
Arris Jeffers, eighth grade
Theater

