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GARNET
Christine Bednarczyk

Debbie Dekle
Robin Grieg

F. Rutledge Hammes
Beth Webb Hart

Heath Orvin
Bill Smyth

TURQUOISE
River Abedon

Melanie Burbage
Linda Cline

Graham Crolley
Reese Fischer

Michael W. Fitzgerald
Elly Hall

Tyler Herrman
Paige Horschel
Ronald Jenkins

Suzanne Jackson
Brennan K.

Madeline Burt 
Faith Durinsky 

Madalyn Stisner 
Naja Aleem 

Shivani Pandey 
Piper Reinwald

Kristina Kerr 
Jackson McQueeney
Britany Gionoukos

Rae Kinlaw
Matt Masse
Olive Rentz 

Chase Godwin
LouLou Harowsky 

Katie Sommons 
Bailey Southard 
Jalaya Dargan 
Jakob Lazzaro 

Jamar Simmons 
Emma Morrison 

Nyla Dixon 
Juna Arnold 

Collin Anderson 
Jackson Bryant 
Claire Cauthen 

Kaitlyn Peterson 
Ellie Garner 
Ella Grace 

Katlynn Ishler 
Braelyn Wasserman 
Sophia McCormick 

Adam Mairle
Max Gair

Helena Upshaw 
Dhruu Muhherja 

Katie Bevers 
Max von Asten 
Porter Moore 
Skylar Moore 

Sterling Moore 
Juliette Cain

Caroline Dukes
Gus Holloway 

Kyle Wells 

TOPAZ
Debbie Benson

Tracy Castle
Bethany Crawford
Dr. John Cusatis
Jennifer Graham
Diane Hansford

Edward Hethington
Brett Johnsen

Cheyenne Koth
Beth Lasley

Dr. Robert Perrineau
Eyamba Williams

Thank you, Applause patrons, for your 
generosity! 

If you would like to become a patron, please e-mail 
kothcheyennekoth@gmail.com

RUBY
Rhoda Ascanio and Mark Lazzaro

Alan Brehm

AMETHYST
Susanne Drennan

Sylvia Edwards
Bryan Fisher

Dr. Mark Teseniar

Basil Kerr
Kirk Lindgren
Susan Mears
Robert Miller

Michael Morelli
Joseph Naas
Kiran Narsla

Amanda Nelson
Kathryn Owensby

Susanne Reed
Betty Sharpe

 John White
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Letter from the Editor

Dear Readers, 

Well, here we are: my final issue as 
editor of Applause. It’s bittersweet, 
really. Both Nick and I have worked so 
hard this year to bring you, the students 
of SOA, the absolute best content of the 
2016-2017 school year. We are so glad 
to have worked on Applause this year, 
and find ourselves all the better for it. 
We will miss Applause, but at the same 
time, we’re assured in the future of this 
beloved paper, and ready to pass it down to the next year 
of qualified students.
 In this final, 64 page issue, we will overview and reminisce on all that 
has happened this year at SOA. From the massive success in the Fashion 
Design major’s first ever senior thesis, to the history of Mr. Orvin’s fascinating 
classroom. 
The majority of this issue, though, is dedicated to the graduating class of 
2017. Starting at page 25, you will find senior essays, superlatives, and senior 
surveys. In this culmination of ambitions and memories, we hope to cement 
the experiences that our class has had at SOA in a meaningful way. We hope 
that you all enjoy.
 Thank you, truly, for everything,
 Cheyenne Koth, Editor-in-Chief
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Congratulations to the Class of 2017, 
from Dr. Perrineau

Class of 2017,

As time passes, so do 
opportunities to experience life 
and all it has to offer. As you 
move on to the next chapter, 
I encourage you to hold on to 
the memories that you have 
created, and look forward to 
those not yet conceived.  
 I have enjoyed both the 
whole group and the individual 
experiences with you all and 
only wish the very best in all of your future endeavors. I eagerly 
anticipate seeing what greatness unfolds for the SOA Class of 
2017. Make this next chapter one of the best in your book of life. 

Best Wishes, 
 Dr. R.L. Perrineau, Jr. 

Congratulations to the Class of 2017, 
from Dr. Cook

Congratulations, Class 
of 2017!  
 You are ready to take 
on new challenges and make 
your mark in the world as 
accomplished students and 
artists. You have learned to 
balance the responsibilities of 
school and home, with time for 
peers and yourself. You have 
traveled and experienced life 
on and off the stage, and you 
are deciding what is important.  
 The experiences you 
had here at SOA will stay with 
you and will contribute to your 
success and reflective practice. 
I wish you the best as you use 
your talents and abilities to 
continue to make a difference 
in the lives of those around you, whether in the local community 
or on the global stage.

 Best wishes!  
  Dr. Cook
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Costume and Fashion Design Overview 
by Caroline Baker

 2016-2017 was the third year for the Costume & Fashion Design major at SOA. This 
year, the students travelled to NYC for four days where they explored museums, visited 
professional and designer boutiques, took in costumes from a Broadway show, surveyed 

fabric stores in the garment district, and 
much more.  
 We built costumes for the SOA 
musical, Grease, in February for the first 
time as a major. We held an incredible 
spring fashion show to debut the students’ 
garment collections, all based around 
the theme “Lost Things.” Work from the 
fashion show was also displayed in the 
Spring Showcase.  
  The students’ visual art talents 
are currently showcased in mood boards, 
or a collage of inspiration that goes into a collection, throughout the campus. During 
our Spring Fashion show, the Fashion Design major awarded the first ever Marie 
Nichols scholarship to Lydia Cook. 
 We also had our first Senior Thesis, in which seniors Julia Dotson, Ginny 
Ravenel, Lydia Cook, and Harrison 

Dahabi exhibited a culmination of all of their 
hard work from this year.  These four seniors, 

who have amongst them completed 
AP Art portfolios and won Scholastic 
awards, will be our first seniors to 
graduate from the Fashion Design 
major.  
 The students have been learning the 
foundations of design in this multi-
disciplinary major as they practice 
their gifts of sketching, construction, 
draping, and working with flat pattern 
design. The students will end the 
year designing and creating garments 
for newborns at the NICU of a local 
hospital as our final community 
outreach project for this school year.

The 2017 fashion show was held in the 
Cafeteria on March 30th.

Students visiting the garments district in 
New York City.

Nadja McGlone displayed sixteen looks in the 
2017 fashion show.

Eden Tiechman modelling for 
Hannah Burton.

Dear Readers, 

  This Graduation issue of the Applause is a fantastic opportunity to commemorate the Class of 
2017, and send off the SOA graduates into the world with support and love from their peers. But this 
issue also marks the beginning of a new senior class, and with it, a new leadership, staff, and plans for 
Applause. Serving as Junior Editor and training to assume the mantle of Editor-in-Chief next year has 
allowed me to develop an even greater appreciation for Applause and the individuals who make this 
newspaper what it is. 

 Next year, my staff and I will strive to maintain the journalistic standards that Applause has 
upheld for eighteen years, and strive to build upon the success of our past editors with both the print 
and online formats. I look forward to leading Applause during the 2017-18 school year, and cannot 
describe how much I appreciate the opportunity be a part of this publication team. 

 Patrick Wohlscheid,  
Applause Junior Editor 
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Creative Writing Overview
by Rutledge Hammes, Beth Webb Hart, and Danielle DeTiberus

 This year, the Creative Writing Program at SOA has made its biggest splash yet on the national stage, earning countless awards in some of 
the country’s most prestigious writing competitions, including the Skylark Prize, the Carl Sandburg Prize, Gannon University Poetry Prize, judged 
by Ross Gay, the USC High School Writing Contest, the Dr. Linda Veldheer Memorial Prize, judged by Sandra Beasley, as well as 442 regional and 
19 national Scholastic Writing Awards (the nation’s oldest and most prestigious contest for teenage writers), which is more than any other school in 
the country and the most ever in Scholastic’s history. Our National Scholastic Medals will be accepted at the world-famous Carnegie Hall in June, 
also the most in our program’s history. That night, the top of the Empire State Building will be lit in gold, in honor of their achievements. 
 This year, the Creative Writing program continued our community outreach program, the Narrative 4 Story Exchange, in which our writers 
team up with students from the area to experience the art of empathy through the sharing of their stories. The program also hosted a number of 
amazing guest writers, including Anthony Varallo, Raena Shirali, J. Ryan Stradal, George Ducker, Ginger Murchinson and Richard Garcia, as a part 
of our ongoing Guest Writers Series.  
	 The	6th	grade	began	their	year	with	poetry	and	nonfiction.	Each	student	wrote	several	imagist	poems,	as	well	as	a	novel-in-verse	inspired	
by	Sharon	Creech’s	“Love	That	Dog.”	In	the	Spring,	students	were	introduced	to	fiction	and	scriptwriting.	They	wrote	two	short	stories,	several	
vignettes and collaborated with the Dance and Theatre majors to produce traditional Kabuki plays. 
	 7th	graders	focused	on	fiction	and	poetry	during	the	first	semester.	They	studied	plot	structure,	pacing,	and	characterization	within	a	short	
story	and	crafted	four	pieces	that	explored	different	techniques	of	narrative	voice.	In	the	spring,	they	studied	poetry,	creating	works	that	employed	
sensory imagery, allusion, pop culture, and persona. They researched the work of a selected contemporary poet, engaging in critical analysis as well 
as writing a poem in their chosen poet’s style. They sent letters to the poets, conveying what they admired about their work and what they learned 
through	close	analysis	of	it.	Each	student	boldly	shared	their	final	poem	for	their	inspiration	to	read,	and	we	were	all	thrilled	that	many	of	the	poets	
responded with gratitude and encouragement. Finally, the class gave a literary reading in the vocal room, honing their performance skills in front 
of a captive audience.  
	 8th	graders	began	their	year	studying	fiction	and	wrote	two	full-length	short	stories,	centered	around	experience	and	perspective,	narrative	
voice, folklore and magical realism, as well as ways in which writers plant their endings early on in a story. The second half of the year, they studied 
poetry	and	experimented	with	various	forms:	an	epistolary	poem,	a	found	poem,	a	pantoum,	a	prose	poem,	and	finally,	a	sequence	poem.	They	
analyzed	a	wide	range	of	examples	and	the	different	ways	to	approach	each	of	these	forms,	finding	their	own	avenues	of	expression	and	creativity	
through	the	restrictions	and	long	traditions	that	these	forms	offer.	Finally,	they	shared	their	works	with	parents	and	friends	at	a	literary	reading	in	
the vocal room. 
 9th graders began the year with Advanced Poetry Workshop, studying a range of canonical and contemporary poets. They wrote poems 
that employed extended metaphors and the narrative thread of someone else’s story, and drew on inspiration from Robert Bly’s method of Leaping 
Poetry,	as	well	as	from	science	and	scientific	metaphor.	Lastly,	they	each	researched	a	selected	poetic	movement,	which	culminated	in	a	poem	
written in that style. In Advanced Fiction Workshop, they wrote three short stories and several vignettes for Mr. Hammes, and studied a number of 
advanced	fiction	techniques	like	minimalism,	crisis	of	faith,	human	prejudice,	narrative	uncertainty	and	the	role	of	objective	correlatives.	During	
the 2nd semester, both 9th and 10th graders traveled to the Penn Center on St. Helena’s Island for a writer’s retreat, which focused on the literature 
and culture of the Civil Rights Movement and Gullah traditions. 
 10th graders learned to craft a script for the stage and the screen as well as how write and perform slam poetry and, in the process, 
produced	a	film	script,	a	play	script,	a	solo	slam	poem	and	a	group	slam	poem.	In	Nonfiction	Workshop,	students	wrote	essays	exploring	their	
personal	flaws,	prejudice,	the	impact	of	time	on	childhood	memories,	as	well	an	extensive	interview	of	a	member	of	their	community	which	focused	
on a vital, life-changing scene.   
 11th graders studied the works of Nobel Prize winning authors in the class Finding Your Voice, learning to identify their own voice through 
a thematic series of poems, non-traditional plot structures and current social issues. They were also introduced to the Senior Thesis process at the 
Creative Writing Retreat in Lake Logan, North Carolina. Finally, each student analyzed their own work and wrote an artist’s statement in order 
to solidify their creativity, achievements, and goals.  In the Place and Gender course, 11th graders took an in-depth look at what role both locus 
and	gender	play	in	the	alchemy	of	creating	a	work	of	literature.		Students	wrote	three	linked	episodic	stories	based	on	a	fictional	place	as	well	as	a	
personal	essays	and	stories	about	the	culture	in	which	they	find	themselves	and	some	aspect	of	nature	in	their	unique	locale.		In	addition,	students	
wrote a story from the point of view of the opposite gender, challenging themselves to see from another perspective. 
	 The	intensive	yearlong	Senior	Thesis	course	afforded	fourteen	students	the	enviable	opportunity	to	learn	the	ins	and	outs	of	the	writing	
profession. They each worked one-on-one with a renowned writer to write, revise and publish an original 100-page book, now available for 
purchase at Amazon.com. The year culminated in a record number of state, regional and national awards, along with a well-attended Senior Thesis 
Reading, themed Stories in the Stars. 
 For all their hard work and dedication to their craft and for all their countless awards and recognitions this year, the Creative Writers truly 
deserve a big round of applause.    
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Piano Overview 
by Debra Benson and Joseph Clarke

	 The	middle	school	piano	majors	kicked	off	this	year	by	doing	a	group	
building	afternoon	at	the	Wild	Blue	Ropes	course	on	James	Island.		A	good	time	was	
had	by	all	and	several	students	overcame	their	fear	of	heights.		 
	 The	first	big	event	of	the	year	was	the	“Spookin’	Blues”	concert	that	was	
held	in	conjunction	with	the	Haunted	House	in	late	October.	This	featured	the	
middle	school	pianists	along	with	several	students	from	other	majors.	Students	
started	the	year	working	on	ensembles	for	our	annual	ensemble	concerts	in	
November.	Students	also	prepared	jazz	pieces	to	perform	at	the	Mezz	on	Sunday	
evenings	throughout	the	year.	This	gave	them	an	opportunity	to	play	jazz	alongside	
professional	jazz	musicians. 
	 In	addition	to	working	on	classical	repertoire,	students	have	spent	many	
hours	perfecting	all	of	their	major	scales	and	many	of	their	minor	scales,	depending	
on	their	grade	level.		They	have	moved	through	a	written	theory	book	and	worked	
on	aural	theory	skills.		 
	 In	December	the	high	school	piano	majors	went	to	New	York	City	to	see	the	jazz	
piano	legend,	Chick	Corea	in	concert.		We	also	went	to	the	famous	swing	club,	Swing	46.	
This	year	we	were	able	to	go	to	the	Steinway	factory	and	walk	the	factory	floors	while	
they	were	making	pianos.		For	a	little	holiday	cheer,	we	attended	the	Holiday	Spectacular	with	the	Radio	City	Music	Hall	Rockettes. 
	 March	“madness”	began	with	Achievement	Day	auditions	at	the	top	of	the	month.		Forty-three	students	participated	in	this	
event	at	College	of	Charleston.	Having	to	complete	a	written	theory	test,	sight-read,	play	scales	and	chord	progressions	as	well	as	two	

pieces	of	memorized	repertoire,	students	worked	really	hard	in	preparation	for	
this	event.	We	had	39					students	taking	home	an	“outstanding”	rating.		Eight	
students	were	selected	to	perform	on	the	Honors	Recital	as	a	result	of	their	
outstanding	performance	at	the	event.		Students	also	performed	on	three	nights	
of	solo	performances	during	the	month.	These	recitals	were	held	in	the	Black	Box	
Theater.		 
	 In	mid-March,	29	middle	school	students	attended	a	concert	and	jazz	clinic	
in	Asheville,	North	Carolina	with	Michael	Jeffery	Stevens,	an	international	jazz	
composer	and	pianist.	.		They	had	the	opportunity	to	go	to	a	performance	to	hear	
his	jazz	group	and	several	were	invited	to	play	with	his	group.		The	students	also	
got	to	go	hiking	and	participated	in	group	building	activities	at	the	Conundrum. 
	 At	the	end	of	March,	we	had	sixteen	students	participate	in	the	District	
Auditions	at	the	College	of	Charleston.		Fourteen	of	these	students	who	
participated	in	this	event	and	earned	“outstanding”	ratings	were	allowed	to	
participate	in	the	State	Auditions	in	April.		Lily	Lassiter	made	“1st	alternate”	in	her	
division	and	Angela	Mei,	
Irene	Lui,	Grace	Davisson	&	
Alan	Bi	all	made	“Honorable	
Mentions”	in	their	divisions.
(You	have	to	be	in	the	top	5	in	
the	state	for	an	honorable	

mention.)		We	also	had	4	students,	Angela	Mei,	JT	Ho-Mueller,	Lily	Lassiter,	
and	Jason	Guo	to	receive	scholarships	from	the	Charleston	Symphony	League.		
Two	students,	Michael	Blackburn	and	Marie	Cecil		won	scholarships	from	the	
Louis	Mathis	Scholarship	Auditions. 
	 April	was	a	big	month	for	senior	thesis	performances	and	presentations.	
This	year	we	had	performances	from	Chris	Do,	Rory	Corcoran	&	Channing	
Rumph	(performance	thesis).	Shelby	Aiken-Deitz,	Carol	Sousa,	and	Sydney	
Brown	gave	a	presentation	about	their	experience	as	piano	teachers	(education	
thesis).		A	couple	of	their	students	performed	for	us.	 
	 Now	we	are	working	on	our	performance	for	graduation	on	May	31. 
	 This	has	been	a	busy	and	successful	year	for	our	piano	majors.		We	send	
best	wishes	and	congratulations		out	to	our	AWESOME	SENIORS	and	look	
forward	to	another	great	year	with	our	piano	majors!!		Job	well	done!!

 

Students	visited	Asheville	to	attend	a	concert	and	
jazz	clinic.

Chris Do performing	onstage	in	the	RMMT	
alongside	fellow	students.

Piano	students	attended	seminars	where	they	learned	
from	professional	pianists.	
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Theater Overview 
by Nick Fisher

 I could likely chat for hours about the various events 
and happenings in the Theater department this year, but 
my words and experiences would come only from a senior’s 
perspective, so I took my questions to the Theater teachers.  
 George Younts said that the most memorable project he had 
the pleasure of working on this year was his 11th grade production 
of The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby. He went on to say 
that his most taxing challenge was the lack of available rest. Aside 
from spring break, he had little time to stop and collect his thoughts. 
When asked to summarize the year in only a few words, he said 
“Very busy year full of a lot of projects.” Despite all the work that was 
demanded of him and his fellow teachers, he was happy to report 
that each and every one of his classes managed to make him laugh.

Dance Overview 
by Linda Cline and Kristin Tillotson

 The dance department has had a fabulous year! The 
middle school students went on two trips to the Opry 
Theatre and the Alabama Theatre in Myrtle Beach where 
they had tours of the house, learned choreography, 
and attended performances. Two  middle school dance 
majors also won the South Carolina PTA reflection 
contest at the State level. The High School students 
attended the Regional High School Dance festival 
in Norfolk Virginia in March. They auditioned for 
and received numerous scholarships for college and 
summer intensives. There were master classes and 
performances throughout the entire 4 day festival. 
The HS is also going to an aerial arts class and a hip 
hop class in Charleston for the day. The 8th graders 
collaborated with the visual arts majors in an evening 
of art and dance called Dancing with Colors. The 
Juniors choreographed, produced, and performed 2 
full evening concerts. The seniors performed in the 
fall and are gearing up to perform their final concert 
of thesis choreography. The dance department had 7 

guest artists in residence this year, some of whom traveled from places like Dayton Ohio as well as those who are in the local dance 
community.The whole department is preparing for the annual departmental performance in May. It has certainly been a busy and 
energizing year of dance!

The theater department produced the play Grease this year, in 
congruence with Band and Theater tech.

Several Theater students competed in SETA (seen here 
performing Mr. Younts’ original play, Enterprise. 8th grade Theater majors performed in the show Comedy of 

Errors.

Dance majors explored ribbon 
dancing, learning new ways to 

express themselves through 
their art.

In the dance classrooms, the students practice 
rigorously, working as hard as they can to perfect 

their arrangements.
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Band Overview 
by Basil Kerr

 This was another successful year for the Band Department.  Beginning 
in August at Band Camp, the HS Band was ready to start the year in style.  The 
large ensembles were reorganized into a smaller Wind Ensemble and a large 
Symphonic Band, each with their own unique sounds.  The SOA Jazz Band 
was getting ready for a big year, and a second jazz ensemble, the Jazz Lab 
Band, was officially organized to develop the jazz skills of less experienced 
musicians.    
 After starting the concert season in the RMMT with concerts in 
September, October featured the annual “JUMP, JIVE AND WAIL” dance and 
show at the Visitor Center.  “JJW” has become THE event of the fall, and is 
the unofficial Homecoming event for the School of the Arts.  A crowd of over 
900 ate and danced the night away.  In November, the SOA Jazz gave another 
great performance at the Folly Jazz Festival before a large crowd of jazz fans. 
 The holiday season featured chamber ensembles from the Band 
performing at the “Festival of Lights” at James Island County Park. The 
students created their own groups and set up “mini” concerts in the Holiday 
Village at the Festival of Lights. 
 The SOA jazz combo, “The Usual Suspects” was formed this year, 
and played at the March of Dimes gala in October, the Earl Klugh Weekend of Jazz at Kiawah in November, for private events at the 
holiday season, and as part of the SOA Jazz’s concert at the Charleston Jazz Festival 
 This school year also included master classes and workshops for the band majors.  The band workshops included visits by Dr. 
Les Hicken of Furman University, and Prof. Judith Grimes, from Elmhurst College in Illinois.  Jazz workshops included a clinic by 
Alison Shearer of the internet sensation CDZA, and a workshop by SOA alum, TJ Robinson, of the “Pitch Blak Brass Band” in New 
York. 
 The Senior Thesis came earlier this school year, with concerts in January.  The Band class of 2017 dazzled the audience with 
amazing performances in both classical and jazz genres.  
 The spring semester is the time for auditions and competitions.  The middle and high school band members auditioned for 
the All-Region and All State Bands later in the month.  The High School Band had a large representation in All State Band this year, 

and had 5 students selected to the All State Jazz Ensemble.  
In the midst of all the auditions, the SOA Jazz performed at 
the annual Charleston International Jazz Festival.  The jazz 
band played to an enthusiastic crowd at the Sottile Theater. 
February and March featured band majors representing the 
school at the All Region Band, the All State Band, the All State 
Jazz Ensemble, and the All State Orchestra.  Almost every 
band major participated in at least one of these events.  The 
State Concert Performance Assessment (formerly known 
as the Concert Festival) capped off “March Madness” with 
superior performances by the middle and High school bands.  
SOA hosted the middle school event, and over 1600 students 
visited the school and performed on our stage.   
 There were some individual honors as well, with Bailey 
Southard, Karlee Parshall and Bridget Conley selected 
to perform at the SC Music Educators Master Recital in 
Columbia.  Jonah Paquette represented SOA in the Honor 
Jazz Band of America, performing in Indianapolis in March.  
 As the year wound down, the band kept playing along, 
highlighted by a stellar performance by the Wind Ensemble at 
the Grand National Adjudicators Invitational in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee.   The Wind Ensemble represented our school very 
well at this national event, scoring a 95.6 out of 100 for their 
performance. The Symphonic Band also earned a Superior 
rating at the Charleston Music Festival.  Both Jazz ensembles 
earned Superior ratings at the State Jazz Festival, held at 
Newberry College. 
 “I am proud of the students, especially the Seniors, this 

year” said Mr. Kerr.  “In terms of performance and individual success, this has been our best year yet!”

The senior Band majors attending the National 

Mr. Kerr with a group of his successful Band majors. 
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Strings Overview 
by Christopher Selby

 The High School Orchestras had a very successful year. We had 52 SOA high school students accepted into the 2016 Low Country 
Region Orchestra (More than any other program), and 31  HS Students accepted into 2017 All-State Orchestra, also more than any other 
school in the state. In February we took over 50 students to Washington DC to see Hilary Hahn perform with the National Symphony, 
and our students also played side by side with the Charleston Symphony at the Gaillard Auditorium. In March, all of our orchestras 
earned 2017 Superior Ratings and near perfect scores at State Assessment, just to put the icing on the cake.

Karen Mendes, a senior Strings major, standing for 
applause after completing a stunning solo.

Dr. Selby conducts the Symphony Orchestra, seen here during their 
2016 Christmas concert

Vocal Overview 
by John White

	 2017	has	been	an	eventful	year	for	the	Vocal	department.	The	first	few	months	of	the	school	year	were	spent	preparing	for	All-
State auditions. The school was very successful with 57 students accepted, more than any other school in the state. In the following 
months, the department prepared for a joint holiday concert with the symphony. This year at “Music Down in My Soul,” the Vocal 

department hosted guest conductor Charlton Singleton and his jazz orchestra 
as	well	as	soloist	Kiana	Parlor.	32	students	in	the	middle	and	high	school	flew	
to Minneapolis to participate in the National Honor Choir. The high schoolers 
were conducted by renowned composer Eric Whitacre. The high school ended 
the year strong with a joint symphony Masterworks concert featuring many 
patriotic pieces as well as some more traditional works. 

Senior Vocal majors Caroline Case, Kellen Gatton, 
Natalie Sinclair, and Maggie Wallace performing at their 

senior thesis.
Several middle school Vocal majors posing after their concerts. 
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Cecelia Ostapeck

                                                                                                          

Denver Baer

                                                                                                          

Joey Wintz

                                                                                                          

Nina,

“I hope you still feel small when you stand beside the ocean.
Whenever one door closes I hope one more opens.
Promise me that you’ll give faith a fighting chance.
And when you get the choice to sit it out or dance.

I hope you dance.”- Lee Anne Womack

Nina, you are beautiful inside and out. We are so proud of 
your achievements. Stay true to your convictions.  

We love you,

Dad, Mom, Kanani & Sam

Nina Kremser 

C-ecelia to be able to call you 
O-ur daughter makes us the
M-ost proud parents alive. 

W-herever your path leads you
E-njoy the sights and sounds.

L-ook beyond the
O-bvious and take in the
V-iew from each and
E-very perspective

YOU-Cecelia Marie Ostapeck, 
will change the world!

We are so very proud of you! 
Congratulations D-boy!

All our love,

 Mom, Dad, C.C., and Lily
Congratulations! You made it! We are all so 
proud of you! Have fun at East Tennessee 

State. They are lucky to have you.
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The History of Mr. Orvin’s Museum 
by Nick Fisher

 Our resident History and Current Events teacher, Mr. Wilson Orvin 
has been amassing a ponderous horde of models, sculptures, paintings, 
and trinkets for nearly thirty years.  
 Even before arriving at SOA, he had been collecting projects from 
many of his students. The first project that he received and displayed is 
a furtive little thing, easy to miss in the maelstrom of visual stimulation 
that is his classroom. He proudly states that the mummified cabbage 
patch doll, tucked behind a handful of ceramic jars behind his desk, 
which he calls “Cleopatra,” is the oldest of the bunch, along with a three 
dimensional globe made entirely from puzzle pieces which hangs from the 
steel cables that criss-cross the upper strata of the room.  
 Model planes, dirigibles, jets, and rockets dangling in various 
positions, some even decorated with paint, cotton balls, and bits of other 
model planes to depict mid-air explosions hang from the ceiling as well. 
The projects that decorate the room are vastly varied in design, concept, 
and subject matter.  
 Mr. Orvin states that at one time, students would mainly turn in 
pastries, or candies stacked like pyramids. While delicious, Mr. Orvin 
said that these students were simply throwing these together at the last 
minute, and outlawed them. This confectionary ban is one of the only 
stringent, written rules that has been employed by Mr. Orvin over the last 
twenty nine years of this tradition’s lifespan.  
 Orvin asks “How can you grade creativity?” His answer: you 
can’t. He believes that a rubric limits the creativity of an individual, and 
removes the individuality from the final project. “I am the rubric” he says, meaning that anything that comes through his door with 
considerable effort and decent imagination behind it gets a good grade. Some projects far exceed his expectations, going “over the top” 
as Orvin puts it, such is the case with a volkswagon beetle he received a decade ago, painted, decorated, and armed with a potato gun 
as a driveable model cannon.  
 He said that when it is his time to leave, he would very much like it if his old room were sealed like the tombs of the old 
pharaohs, and left to sit as it is for many centuries, until it’s cracked open like some ancient vault of artifacts.

Mr. Orvin teaches his classes in vibrant and interesting ways, 
hoping to immerse students completely in the subject matter. 

This is exemplified here, where he stands among the model 
planes hanging off of his cieling to teach a class in 2013.

Senior Vocal Major Adam Riesberg chases his dream on 
the baseball field 
by Luke Gair 
 When Adam Riesberg was in the seventh grade, his baseball coach told him he wasn’t cut 
out to play, saying he was “too weak and scrawny.” There is great irony in his coach’s words: in the 
fall, he will be heading to Newport, Rhode Island,  where he will pitch and play first base for the 
Salve Regina University Seahawks..  
 As his love of baseball grew more serious, Adam said, it became not just a passion, “but an 
obsession.” 
 Since his early days in baseball, he has worked toward playing in college, and although it 
may have been difficult at times when it came to balancing arts and baseball, he always managed to 
work his way through. 
 “If I have defied the odds this far, why can’t I do it again?” he said. 
 Adam says that his experiences as an art school student have taught him time management 
and have made him a little more tough. Through coordinating vocal rehearsals and baseball 
practices, he states, “I have stretched my limits concerning how much I can take.” 
 This spring, Adam has devoted three nights a week helping his AP English teacher, Dr. John 
Cusatis, coach the 9-10 kid-pitch baseball team Dr. Cusatis sponsors in West Ashley.  
 “The kids love him, and he has taught them so much so quickly,” said Dr. Cusatis. 
 Adam  is proud to say the kids have taught him a lot about baseball. “Even if the kids don’t realize it, I have become a better 
player because of it.”  
 He finds great reward in watching a young player he has coached do something really fantastic. He enjoys the smile on theirs 
faces when they come back to the dugout,” he says.  
 Adam hopes he leaves them this summer with the thought that “they can accomplish anything with hard work.” Today those 
words resonate with his own career.  His hard work and perseverance have shaped him into the model athlete he is today.  
 Good luck, Adam!
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SOA Alum Khari Lucas brings hype to Charleston’s rising music scene 
by Jada Orr

Applause staffer Jada Orr, gets an interview with local artist and SOA Alum Khari Lucas AKA Contour. After the release of his 
newest project Softer, Khari continues to perform around town, perfect his craft, and bring attention to Charleston’s music scene. 

Jada Orr: How did SOA contribute to you as an artist or as an 
individual? 
Khari Lucas: My answer comes in two parts. SOA as an institution forced me 
to build resilience in my creative pursuits. It exposed me to rejection. It showed 
me first hand the immediate difference between those who create and develop 
their skills through self motivation vs those who don’t. That’s not to say i was 
always in the better choice of the two. I was relatively lazy in high school, even 
though I did pretty well in my major. I also learned the value of separating 
your ego from your craft. Of course, this is impossible to do during the creation 
of your work, but in the areas of collaboration and interaction with others it’s 
very important to be able to kind of put your personal feelings aside in order to 
have fruitful relationships and experiences. But more important than building 
or the classes was the people I spent time with during my time at SOA, who 
introduced me to such different art and music and helped me realize that there 
are no limits or boxes to be put in when it come so to art, and without the that I 
think the rest of the lessons would be meaningless.

JO: Did you expect to be in the position you are now after 
graduating  from SOA? 
KL: Definitely not. I have a hard time believing anybody has any real idea of 
what they’ll do when they graduate high school. I’m not really the same person 
at all. If anything, I’ve realized that life in general is full of uncertainty, and that 
all you can do is try to be self aware and continually strive to improve. I thought I was going to go to college and take the conventional 
route, but that very quickly didn’t work out. Now I’m trying to do art full time, which is a big gamble but also the only thing I see myself 
being happy doing.

JO: Tell us more about how you’ve made your mark on Charleston’s music scene. 
KL: It would be difficult to try to say any particular mark I’ve made on the music scene here. I think that’s up to the other artists/
musicians in the city to decide. My intention has been to create more opportunities for people and inspire them to follow their ideas 
and see them through even when it feels pointless or like they aren’t understood. I also hope that people who have found my work have 
felt personally inspired to be generally more self-aware. Self-awareness is everything. But yeah, you’d probably have to ask someone 
else.

JO: What are you working on now or looking forward to the most now that you’ve released Softer? 
KL: I’m mostly focused on learning. Getting better at playing instruments and music theory. I’m also teaching myself more visual art 
related stuff like graphic design and studying film, so that my next film project can be better than the last. Really just trying to expand 
and become more well rounded. I’m also curating and organizing “Lab Sessions,” which is a concert series meant to spotlight artists 
and musicians of color here and in the general South Carolina area. 

JO: Tell us more about “Lab Sessions” and your upcoming shows. 
KL: Lab Sessions is an idea I came up with after a casual meeting with Tim (owner of Hed Hi Media) to discuss ways to contribute 
to a more diverse arts climate in the city. We bring the artists into the studio for an intimate show (usually 20-40 people) and film 
the whole thing. The studio then cuts the sessions and gives them to me, and then I push them out so that the artist has promotional 
material as well as a show reel of sorts for bookings. We’ve got two sessions up (the third one should release in about a week’s time), 
which you can watch on YouTube or through the Facebook page. I’m kind of slowing down on playing so that I can work on new music 
and put together a stronger version of my live set. I’ve got a couple of dates next month in Columbia and Charlotte, but that’s it.

JO: What advice do you have for the class of 2017 artists that look up to the work you’ve done so far? 
KL: The most important thing is to be in tune with yourself. Think about why you do the things you do and why you think the way you 
think. Knowing yourself will pretty much provide all the answers you’ll ever need as far as what steps to take next in your art/career/
whatever you choose. Another important thing is just to always be working. Whether you’re just practicing, or studying in someway, 
or actually working on a project you should stay active. Balance is important. I wish I had spent less time being social and more time 
developing my craft in years past. Most importantly though, just try to enjoy life and keep a healthy/positive outlook. Everything else 
falls into place if you keep healthy and keep moving.

Khari Lucas, a former Vocal major at SOA, is now 
dedicated to the art of creating music.



  May 2017                    Senior Congratulations                          Page 13         

Lydia Cook 
CONGRATULATIONS, LYDIA! YOU ARE ON YOUR WAY.

YOUR LIFE WILL BE 
FILLED WITH  
HARD WORK,  

DETERMINATION,
AND A WHOLE LOT OF 

LOVE.

LOVE,
BETH, DAD,  

AND MATTHEW
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Mariah Hogan

                                                                                                          

Dean Rudes 

                                                                                                          

Chelsea Savage

                                                                                                          

Emily Rea

                                                                                                          

Congratulations, Mariah! We are so proud of 
you and wish you every success in the future! 

Lots of love,

Mommy, Daddy, Delaney and Chloe

Dean Palmer Rudes,

Keep the twinkle in your eye and 
continue to delight the world with 

your creativity.

Your silliness, your integrity, your laugh-
ter, your achievements, your kind heart, 

your talent…….. 
So many ways you make us proud, so many 
reasons we love you! We are excited about 
what your future holds. The possibilities 

are endless for you. 

With Love, 

Mom, Dad, Abigail, Olivia, and Kasara

Congratulations, Chelsea!  We could not 
be more proud of the young woman that 
you have become and all that you have 

accomplished.  Keep being you!
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Cheyenne Koth

CheyB, 

You have always brought joy to those around you with your loving way and 
bright smile!  Your hard work and dedication to Applause, CW, and SOA in 

general has made me SO proud.  I am excited to see what your next steps will be!  
While Chloe and I will keenly miss having you across the hall each night, we are 

excited to see what adventures wait for you at Flagler! 
Spread your wings, sweetheart!! 

Love, 

Momma and Chloe Belle



    Page 16               Features                                 May 2017         

Class of 2017 College Map

 
Above is the college map of the SOA Class of 2017, made by Cheyenne Koth.
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Angeleki Zecopoulos
Congratulations to our “TIGER-

TOWN BOUND” daughter, Angeleki!                                                                                                   
May ALL of Your Dreams Come True!!                                                                                         

We LOVE You…ALWAYS!!!
                                                                                                                                     

Mom & Dad

Sarah DeLoach
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Elliot Sim Nina and Angie Agafonovas

Sterling WindhamChanning Rumph

We are so proud of you, Elliot!  We hope you 
obtain all your goals and dreams. Always 
remember to be true to yourself and to others. 

Reach for the stars!

   Love, 

Mom, Dad, Tyler and Christopher

So proud of your accomplishments! Wishing you 
much success on the next part of your journey. 

YLF 

Channing Rumph, 
great things are ahead for you at USC!

“You are braver than you believe, 
stronger than you seem, 
smarter than you think, 

and loved more than you know”

-Christopher Robin to Pooh

You have always been our sunshine! Your smile 
lights up even the darkest place.  

God has great plans for you and we pray His 
blessings on you forever.

All of our love! 

Daddy, Momma, Andrew and Ashley
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                                                       Julia Dotson 
“I understand what you’re saying and your comments 

are valuable, but I’m going to ignore your advice.” 
-Fantastic Mr. Fox

To the girl who has always marched to the beat of her 
own drum, and who continues daily to create her own 
path- we love you and couldn’t be more proud. Good 

luck, and look both ways!

Love,

Dad, Mom, Hannah, Jenna, Carly, Liam, Polly, Ethel, 
Fred and Little Lucy.



  Page 21                        Congratulations                        May 2017

           Morgan Choate             Megan Fennell 

              Malik Rivers              Darian Lopes

To my beautiful and talented daughter,  

Best Wishes for a bright and exciting future.   
Love you, 

Mom

 You are going places! Enjoy the journey!! 
We love you! 

Mom & Dad

Congratulations, Malik Rivers. We wish 
you nothing but success and happiness!! 

Love,

 Your Mom and Dad”

Darian, 

We are so proud of the young man you 
have become. We are excited for your 
future and wish you much success at 

Rutgers!
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              Tyler Horton              Caroline Case

      

We’re proud of you for your academic and 
artistic achievement, and the kind, sincere, 

big-hearted gentleman you’ve become.

Love always

-Mom and Dad

Caroline,

You are loved by so many.  Your smile and laugh-
ter will certainly make Tigertown brighter than it 

already is.

Congratulations, Caroline!

What joy we have had watching you be-
come the beautiful, talented, intelligent, 

caring woman you are! Wishing you a 
bright, rewarding and adventurous future! 

We love you forever and for always.

Mom, Dad, Christiana and the Grandmas

Caroline Keinath Virginia Doran

Virginia Rose Doran

“Go confidently in the direction of your dreams! 
Live the life you’ve imagined.”  Goethe

XOXOXO 

Mom, Dad and Eleanor
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Tess Abedon

                                                  

David, 

We are so proud of you!  Take with you the memories 
and look toward a bright future. Graduation is not an 

end, it is the beginning of a wonderful journey.  
Love you always, 

Mom, Dad and Christopher

David Andrews
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            Natalie Sinclair

              Sarah Hunter

            Abby Edwards

                                                                                                          

              Ethan Lopez

                                                                           
Abby, 

You are a remarkable young woman, blessed with 
many gifts & talents. There is no limiting your 

future. We love you!
                                                                           

Dad, Mom and Tradd

Congratulations, Natalie! We’re very proud of you. 
Wishing you all the success and happiness the world 

has to offer.

Love, 

Dad, Mom, and Marin

Congratulations on this major stepping stone.   You are 
already having a  positive impact on the world with one ac-
tion at a time, and we are so proud of you.  Enjoy life.  We 

love you!

--Mom, Dad, Olivia, and Milo

SO VERY PROUD OF YOU! Much love and luck to 
you on the next leg of your life’s journey.

Love, 

Mom, Dad, & Matthew
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Ronnie Hord
 The honor for the class with the 
strongest impact on me has to go to Dr. 
Selby’s Symphony Orchestra. It is a class 
that I’ve been in since 9th grade, and it 
has been my favorite. Playing in this 
ensemble has taken my initial interest 
in music and expanded it into a love that 
I hope to take with me throughout life. 
This class was the first time I had really 
experienced the feeling of satisfaction 
that comes from performing a piece that 
you’ve worked so hard on. I will take the skills learned from this 
class and carry them into my college life.

Claire Seabrook
 Claire Seabrook: The class that 
has impacted me the most is without a 
doubt Symphony. Thanks to Dr. Selby, I 
have grown exponentially as not only a 
musician but as a person. No one can put 
a finger on how he does it, but Symphony 
and our overall demeanor is unique.  
 We are treated like professionals 
(and play professional music), 
and have massive respect for each 
other and our conductor. Dr. Selby 
could teach any course he wants to, and his students would 
be guaranteed to excel in that subject. His teaching methods 
are brilliant, and he is always looking for ways to change. He 
keeps a level head and is an incredibly understanding person.  
 Thank you so much Dr. Selby, you have made my last two 
years unforgetable. I will always miss Symphony, and playing with 
the #1 Public School Symphony Orchestra. 

Joey Wintz
 Ten years from now I want to be 
working at a company such as Bethesda, 
Valve, Bungie or Respawn. For those of 
you that don’t know, these are big name 
video game companies and as nerdy 
as this sounds, it is truly what I want 
to do. I want to create characters and 
bring them to life by animating them or 
attaching code to the character. I want 
to be a part of projects that will be fun to 
not only create but also play. I want to 
be apart of a team of people that will be 
fun to work with.  I intend to make this 
all happen by doing well in college and attempting to build a strong 
portfolio of models, scripts, and games. I would then try and work 
for any of these big companies, arrange job interviews, and have 
them look at my portfolio to see if they like it. If I can’t get a job at a 
big name company, I will just look into working for a smaller game 
studio and get some more experience before trying again. 

Evan Lux
 When asked the question, “What do you want to be 
doing in ten years?” most would hesitate to answer, considering 
all of the endless possibilities for their lives that they had 
never considered before. I, on the other hand, have a plan.  
 In 10 years, I hope to be in the middle stages of fulfilling 
my lifelong dream of scoring big-budget AAA movies and 
enjoying every second of it and being able to say, “Look at this, 
I actually did it.” My plan to achieve this goal is best described 
in simple terms. I plan to attend Berklee College of Music, in 
Boston, and declare my major in Film Scoring. Though most 
are not allowed to declare a major until their second year, at 
the moment I am in my third semester of Film Scoring classes 
from Berklee Online, Berklee’s reputable online college course 
provider. This allows me to get a head start on students who have 
not attended such classes. Along with attending the college in 
Boston, I plan to make connections in the film scoring industry.  
 Scoring low-budget indie movies is a great start, hopefully 
giving me a reputation in the business, along with developing what 
makes the film music I write distinguishable from other composers.  
 In my fourth year, I also have the option to transfer to  
San Francisco and begin making new connections 
with directors, producers, and possibly hit composers.  
 Ten years is a relatively long time. Nobody can plan that 
far in the future and not expect things to change. But I believe 
with the foundation my mother and I have constructed, I can 
make it to where I need to be, doing what I’ve wanted to do for 
so long, seeing my name in the credits of future films. Plus, with 
a last name as cool as Lux, someone is bound to take an interest! 
(The cockiness is a joke, don’t fall for it.)

Senior Essays
Applause asked SOA’s graduating seniors 
to reflect on their time through short 
addressing the following prompts: discuss 
which teacher has most impacted them, 
where they would like to be in the year 
2027, what they would do differently if they 
were to enter sixth grade knowing what they 
know now, and to reflect on any important 
aspect of their years at SOA.
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Channing Rumph
 My major class was always my 
favorite class. Piano taught me how to 
better express myself. I grew up as a shy 
kid hiding behind my mom’s leg and 
too afraid to talk to strangers. After so 
many years of piano here at SOA, I feel 
more confident and expressive than I 
was before, and I don’t think any other 
school could have brought that out in 
me. I loved to end the day with the 
piano and just put all of my stress and 
worries into my pieces. My music was my way of venting.  I will 
especially miss my piano family and Mrs. Benson (aka Mama B). 
When I tried out for SOA in 5th grade, I wrote that the piano calls 
me, and that probably sounds cheesy but it’s true. Even though I 
have developed carpal tunnel over the years and therefore won’t 
be able to continue piano, I will continue to play for myself because 
every time I pass a piano it’s going to whisper to me to at least play 
one note.

Matthew Masse
 For me, the teacher that had 
the strongest impact on me was Mr. 
Kerr. Coming from a different state 
and never being in South Carolina 
was really scary, and I was actually 
afraid of not being good enough to 
get into the band program. But with 
Mr. Kerr’s help during the beginning, 
I got situated in this school.  
 Without his help through the 
past four years, I would have not 
gotten as good as I have and been able to have some of the 
experiences I have had. He has blessed me with the ability to 
perform in high quality venues and have another source of 
income during my senior year. I look up to him for helping me 
through high school and making it unforgettable.

Annika Gadson
I came to SOA my freshmen year.  

Since then, I have experienced the good 
and the bad: my first kiss, being accused of 
falsely   promoting diversity, and having 
to wear gauchos almost every Dance 
Departmental, but the best experience 
has been forming relationships with 
my fellow Nasty Nine members.   
 John Lennon once said, 
“Count your age by friends not 
years.  Count your life by smiles, not 
tears.” I don’t know what I would do without Sarah Hunter’s tech 
skills.  She is an amazing artist, and I thank her for the “light” 
she has been in my life. Amy Trainor has continuously kept 
our class above water.  She is very organized and a remarkable 
visionary.  I remember meeting Angeleki Zecopoulus, and 
thinking to myself, “I will never be able to pronounce your name.”  
 I will always remember the time she cried after my 
duet with Garrett McNally.  It was pleasant knowing, as a new 
student, I could touch her heart.  Emily Dail and I tried out for 
dance together.  She was my mirroring improv partner, and 
it was a very awkward experience.  But, I have learned that 
our awkwardness is how we communicate with one another.   
 Morgan Bronk is like an adventurous yet mysterious book.  
She is always there when you need a friend…and a snack.  She will 
forever be the “Uncrustable Queen.”  I first met Michael Ashley in 
Mrs. Rickson’s geometry class.  I have cherished every moment 
spent with her.  I am very excited for our USC football game 
adventures.  Nina Kremser, aka Chicken Lady, is someone dear and 
special to me.  We went through the worst together, and we fought 
back together.  I never realized how similar we are until this year.  
She will forever be my greasy twin.  Caroline Ainsworth is so divine, 
mighty fine, and my best friend…since birth.  We were both born 
in East Cooper Hospital, only four days apart.  The irony of our 
meeting each other freshmen year is still unbelievable.  I am really 
going to miss her eating carrots during dance class and the pumpkin 
bread.  It is crazy how and when people are placed in your life.  
 I will forever cherish my relationship with each Nasty Nine 
member.  On that note… “No matter how dark the nights, the day is 
sure to come.” (African Proverb).

Angie Agafanovas
What I’ve learned at SOA is that diversity comes in 

many forms.  
 During my time at the School of the Arts, I have 
gained a broader view towards diversity among a student 
population. The educational environment is not only diverse 
in programs in music, art, theater, creative writing and 
other disciplines, but socially diverse in terms of a student 
population that is open to different sexual orientations.  
 Being surrounded by people with different viewpoints 
and lifestyles has encouraged me to be open to accepting others’ beliefs and way of life, 
and to recognizing the importance of having a safe environment to explore different 
opinions. 
 Even in a world with growing discouragement for diversity of all kinds, I hope my 
college experience will allow me to see the world outside of myself, where freedom of 
expression and open mindedness are both inspired and encouraged.
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Natalie Sinclair

Spending seven years as a Vocal 
major has been one of the most rewarding, 
exhausting, and amazing times of my 
career at SOA. Everyone jokes about 
how much they can’t wait to finish senior 
thesis and graduate, but I’m definitely 
going to miss the family we’ve created.  
 We’ve made so many memories 
together: performing in many, many 
shows, the bassmen turning every song 
into a party, post-concert meals at iHOP, 
and so much more. Mr. Rogers turned a 
group of energetic sixth graders into young adults, and without his help 
I never would’ve gotten as far as I have today. I remember Mr. Rogers 
stopping me in the middle of my sixth grade audition song and thinking 
I would never make it in, but little did I know he would me help grow 
my hobby into a great thing. He instilled passion for music at a young 
age, and even though senioritis has drained our lack of motivation at this 
point, I’ll carry this passion forever. I’ll always remember the Vocal Class 
of 2017 as my family and Mr. Rogers as the most-influential mentor. 
Thank you all for the amazing memories.

Nick Fisher
 My overall experience at SOA has been positive. High school is 

difficult, and even in the best and friendliest environments (of which 
SOA is one), things are difficult, and struggles are more common than 
happinesses. I came to SOA not in sixth grade, but in ninth grade. I came 
to love nearly every person in my major class, as they came to know and 
respect me, for the most part. However, that first year was jarring for 
me, as I had come from a rather regressed school, where the students 
cared little for the arts and even less about each other. Seeing so many 
dedicated, talented people at once caught me off guard, to say the least, 
but looking back, the surprise didn’t result in unpleasantness. I hope 
that in the future, say ten years from now, I will be able to ascend to 
larger stages, larger audiences, and grander roles (which pay me in 
money rather than that oh so valuable “experience” which has been my 
wage so far). Nothing would please me more than to achieve some level 
of theatrical or film success and then come back and see the fresh faces 
attending the theater class in that far-off ninth grade year. Despite these 
positives and my hopes for the future, I regret to say that I haven’t made 
a deep or consistent connection with any one teacher, and that, I think, 
is one thing that I will regret looking back. Taking all into account, both 
the difficult and the inspiring aspects, my favorite thing about SOA is the 
friendly environment that fosters creative growth and encourages new 
ideas. I believe I will look back to my years at this school with pride, 
accomplishment, and a healthy dose of melancholy.

Ariel Hills
When I picture where I’ll be in ten 

years, I have a good idea of what I want: 
success in a career I love. My goal is to 
pursue a career where it never has to feel 
like a job. In this day and age, it seems like 
that’s the big problem: no one enjoys what 
they’re doing. And if no one enjoys what 
they are doing, they aren’t doing their 
job right. I want to change that. At North 
Carolina State University, I plan to study 
architecture. It’s a major that is considered 
the most stressful major in the nation, but I 
chose it. Combining my design background 
as a visual artist and my math skills, I felt it 
was right for me. After completing my degree at NC State, I plan to design 
buildings that are visually stunning, while still being built to best support 
their function. My hope is that I can build structures that make people 
stare in amazement and make them feel something. As an architect, I will 
be able to keep up my creativity, while helping shape the world around me, 
and to me, that’s a pretty neat job.

Malik Rivers
My experience here has 

been very rigorous. Every year it 
got more and more challenging.  
 One of the hardest classes I 
took was AP United States History. Dr. 
Tesenair is a great teacher, but I could 
have done more to make my grade better.  
 I love taking difficult classes 
to challenge myself. I am glad that 
in senior year, I took easier classes.  
 Our teachers made us think and 
go in depth about topics. I loved the 
education that I was given at SOA.

Andrew Coffman
 In 2027, I want to be working in 

a lab with a doctorate. I intend to go to 
College of Charleston, majoring in physics.   
 When I graduate, I’m going 
to figure out how graduate programs 
work and try to get a PhD in physics.  
Since 8th grade, I’ve been fascinated by 
physics, and my dream was to go to MIT 
and get my doctorate and then work 
at the Large Hadron Collider in Cern.  
 Although now I realize how 
unlikely that is, I’ve always loved 
and had a knack for science. The seven years I’ve spent at SOA have 
been some the best years of my life.  I’ve grown so much since 
sixth grade, both physically and mentally. It’s been an amazing 
environment to grow up in.  I don’t think I could’ve asked for a 
better school; it’s truly a part of who I am today.  Memories fade, but 
I have so many good memories of this school that I think I will last.  
 The best part, better than the incredible academics and 
phenomenal art programs, is the friends I’ve made. I can honestly say 
that I don’t know if I would’ve been able to live until twelfth grade 
without them. I owe them my life.

Chloe Ray
 By 2027, if I don’t change my major from psychology, I’ll hopefully 

be starting graduate school. The East Coast far behind me, somewhere off 
in Oregon, probably Eugene or maybe in California. The college degree 
I want will keep me stuck in school for a while. Hopefully I’ll either be 
making desserts in a bakery in my free time or working somewhere in my 
career field. I’ll have a house with a nice garden and birds.
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Nigel Walker

 Two academic classes have 
had the most profound impact on my 
education: Economics/Government 
and Statistics. I personally like Mr. 
Brehm and Mr. Taylor because they 
are both extremely knowledgeable 
and open-minded teachers.  
 Furthermore, the classes they 
teach are applicable to my everyday life, 
induce a healthy learning atmosphere, 
and are valuable in any environment. 
Their influence has encouraged me to 
pursue my goals of receiving an education, structuring globalized business 
ventures, and reducing the detrimental effects of mass incarceration.

Jordan Vandygrift
In my four years of high 

school, there have been a lot of 
teachers who have impacted me.  
 The one that stands out the most to 
me by far is Mr. Short, who’s probably my 
favorite teacher I’ve ever had.  It wouldn’t 
be that far of a stretch to say that AP Bio 
is the reason I haul myself out of bed and 
go to school most days.  I first met him 
when I took biology a couple years ago, 
and I had so much fun that I decided to 
take AP Biology. Eventually, I realized that 
I loved science so much I wanted to pursue some kind of biology degree.   
 I never really understood why people say that teachers change lives 
until about halfway through this school year when I thought about how much 
I’m going to miss Mr. Short after I graduate.  He’s such a good teacher, so nice 
to all his students, and he never makes me feel dumb for not noticing obvious 
answers or for asking simple questions.  Every class is fun and interesting.   
 Despite the difficult quizzes and tests, I’ve managed to survive this 
year and consistently be at school on time because I don’t ever want to be 
late to his class.  Looking back, I’ve learned so much, and Mr. Short has 
made me realize how much I’m going to love biology for the rest of my life.  
  Mr. Short, thank you so much for making your class one of the 
best parts of school every day, and thank you for inspiring me to go into a 
science career!  I’m really going to miss you and your class next year. 

Mariah Hogan
School of the Arts has played 

a vital role in teaching me to always 
be open-minded and ambitious. 
I started off brand new here as a 
freshman but quickly felt at home.  
 As the years progressed, the 
students here continued to amaze me 
with their talent and drive. Whether 
it be protesting dress code, working 
on thesis, or planning our Senior Skip 
Day, the students have always been 
willing to work together and help each 
other out. Another thing I love about the student body is our political 
awareness. Seeing my classmates feel passionate about issues in society 
gives me real hope for a brighter future and only reinforces my belief 
that the SOA Class of 2017 will have a significant impact on the world.  
 I have loved my years here and thank this school for providing 
me with a deep appreciation for art, as well as an understanding of the 
importance of human connection.

Tyler Horton
For so long, my life has been 

ever increasingly comprised of art and 
its impacts that I adore and welcome. 
I absorb art and succumb to its power 
with complete abandon. All art satiates 
me with its undeniable power, whether 
it be a portal through a painting, 
the euphoria of sound, the fresh air 
breathed forth from literature, et cetera.  
 It amazes me ceaselessly how 
through my thinking mind and with 
my working hands, I can create. I 
can connect and construct. I can 
conceive and conjure. Through art, I am limitless and therefore bound 
to eternity. I wish to maintain such an aesthetically centered life and 
therefore further establish myself as both a person and an artist.  
 My hopes are to continue learning information and gaining 
wisdom. A wall of my inspirations grows through everything I experience 
and take in, thus expanding my creative boundaries and imaginative 
margins. Versatility is a crucial aspect I constantly strive for as I pray 
to reach out to others in various ways, shapes, and forms through my 
art. I hope to open minds and stretch horizons. I hope to open the 
eyes of this world so that its people may focus more on constructing 
beauty and unity instead of destroying one another. So written are 
my aspirations for the future. Not just my future, but the future of all.  
 We are each a work of art, so thus to create art is to further create 
ourselves individually. Life is ephemeral, but art is eternal.

Elizabeth Riddle
In ten years, I am not completely 

sure what I will be doing, and I’m sure 
most of my classmates feel the same 
way. I probably will have graduated from 
college and be working as a neonatal nurse 
practitioner in Boston making bank, but 
one can only hope. Maybe I’ll be in Jamaica 
making decorative candles and surfboards. 
Maybe I’ll live in Switzerland and be a 
sheep herder. Maybe I’ll be the president... 
maybe. All I know is that I will be happy 
with my life. If I am still living in Boston, I hope to be working at Mass. 
Gen., one of the best hospitals in the country. My main goal to never ever 
work in a cubicle. I plan on being married by 2027 and living on a farm 
with my husband. I want dogs, cows, horses, sheep, ducks, and goats. 
Actual human children can wait a couple more years. More than anything, 
I hope I will still have many of the friendships and relationships that I have 
formed through SOA. I have met some of the greatest people here that have 
impacted my life immensely, and there is nothing in the world that I would 
trade for them.
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Caroline Ainsworth
Throughout my years at SOA, 

my dance class has had the biggest and 
greatest impact on me. I have learned 
so much in my dance class-- from the 
importance of the beautiful art form 
to the lifelong friends I have made. 
The dance studio has always been so 
comforting. Having it every day for 
seven years has brought me very close 
with the girls in my class. They feel 
more like sisters than friends. We both 
physically and literally have been supporting each 
other every day. I hope to always stay in touch with 

them as we leave high school.

Claire Sanford
In 2027, I would really love to 

be living in Los Angeles. I also hope to 
be working in the film industry, either 
acting in movies or doing some sort of 
job that connects to a movie set.  It has 
been my dream forever to be part of 
the movie business, but how I wanted 
to be connected has always varied. I 
plan to major in theater in college and 
study as many aspect of it as I can. 
Clemson promises that they will help 
students make connections in the acting 
world, so hopefully I will graduate with 
connections to help start up a career in 
acting.

McKayla NeSmith
 Vocal has been an experience 
that I will never forget, and the 
people who were with me for the ride 
have made such an impact on my life.  
 The best part about Vocal 
is sitting in the alto section, where 
every day feels like a small party. We 
spend every class laughing together, 
complaining about homework, 
talking, and of course singing.  
 These girls have become like 
a family to me and to each other. I 
love our random song outbreaks 
from “Hoe-Down Throw-Down” to 
the Pretty Little Liars theme song. I love the random stuff we 
do, like balancing various items on our heads, making paper 
fans when our AC goes out, dancing to various vocal songs, 
and putting many unnecessary runs in a song just because. 
I love the side eyes we give to each other when we are told to 
stop belting, when we are already singing quietly, and being 
told to back off even if everyone is sick and there are only six 
of us in class. We have stuck with each other through thick 
and thin, and I could not imagine Vocal without you all.  
 We have had good times and bad times, but we can always 
count on each other for that well-needed sarcastic comment that 
gets us through the day, and the comforting but disappointing 
assurance that we need after we all failed that Gov and Econ test.  
 I know we cannot wait to graduate and be finished with 
high school, but you guys (and of course my best friends that are 
not an alto, nor in vocal) are the main reason I have the strength 
to get through school. It is upsetting that these moments are 
coming to an end, but thank you for giving me something to miss.

Darian Lopes
The education I received here 

at SOA is one of a kind. The actual 
academics were challenging at times, 
but the classes were never impossible, 
and the teachers helped when I asked.  
 You’re able to be close and 
personal with teachers, allowing you 
as a student to know that at least one 
teacher will look out for you. I wasn’t 
just learning in the classrooms, though. I made amazing friends 
and acquaintances that helped me learn things about who I am as 
a person and what I want to do with my life. I learned a lot about 
the arts as well (obviously). I’ve gained more appreciation for my 
own art and for the other arts that I never really appreciated before. 
I received a very special education that many high school students 
don’t get to receive, and I wouldn’t have traded it in for anything, 
even after all the hard times.

William Busher
The most impactful class I’ve 

had would by far be Jazz Band. Over 
the three years I’ve been in it, I’ve been 
given so many amazing opportunities 
that I never would’ve been able to 
experience otherwise. I’ve met lots of 
very talented professional musicians, 
such as Delfeayo Marsalis, recorded a 
CD downtown, played at jazz festivals 
around the Lowcountry, and made 
lots of new friends along the way. In 
addition to this, the music I’ve been able to play with this group is 
more challenging and more fun than what I’d be playing at any other 
school. Playing in this band is definitely something I will always 
remember for the rest of my life.
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David Andrews

The value of an SOA education 
is what you make of it, honestly.  I’m 
not saying that my education is useless 
because it’s not, but it’s just definitely 
not what I thought it would be.   
 What surprises me the most 
is the amount of people who don’t 
live in high school, and they curl up 
and die from stress. I think what’s 
most valuable is my ability to be 
around so many different people 
and viewpoints and be able to wake 
up every day and say I am happy and ready to do this day with a 
smile on my face.  To me, happiness is something people usually 
find when they live for truly just themselves not their friends, 
family, or teachers. Once a person has become one with who they 
are, it becomes easier to live through high school than to die.   
 These last four years could have easily been the worst of my 
life, but now I could say these four have been the best. Not because 
I excelled in all of my classes and did all of my homework, but 
because I indulged in things other than just what’s happening here 
at SOA.  I’m sure that if I went somewhere else, I would be someone 
I hate. Instead, here I am underachieving my way to a free Trident 
education, and I am ok with that, and honestly that is all that matters. 
SOA has a very unique way of treating students unlike other schools, 
where they are treated like children and not taught how to live.   
 My SOA education is the reason why I am who I am, and 
all I can do is say “thank you” and hope for everyone to find 
happiness within who they are and not anyone or anything else.  
 Once that’s done, living becomes simple; life is great; bad 
things aren’t so bad, and worries never come, just success.

Shelby Aiken-Dietz
Mrs. Benson had the strongest 

impact on me at SOA. I’ve had her 
class all seven years and can talk to her 
about anything. She is like my second 
mom.  
 If I’ve had a bad day or just need 
advice, I can always count on her to 
help. She has helped me progress in 
piano, as well as a person. I will take 
everything she’s taught me and apply it 
for the rest of my life. I will miss having 
her class and seeing her every day, but I’ll come back to visit.  
 Thanks for everything, Mrs. Benson!

Chris Do
 SOA is such an immense aspect 
of my life. Not only have I done my 
time as a high school student, but I 
have also been at SOA since 6th grade. 
So much has changed in the past seven 
years, and even though I may have felt 
that middle/high school took forever 
to finish, I now realize the vast amount 
of time that has passed so quickly.  
 My father always told me 
that it may feel like an eternity at 
the moment, but once it’s time to move on, we will all look back 
on the 17/18 years of our life and realize how far we’ve come.  
 Even though many of us are tired of SOA and are ready to 
move on, a part of me will always miss SOA for the amazing friends, 
respectable teachers, and great, long-lasting memories.

Nina Agafonovas
One of the most impactful 

teachers on my high school experience 
was Mr. Johnson, whom I first had 
in eighth grade and again in my 
sophomore year. Back then, my shy, 
reserved, and somewhat awkward self 
thought that P.E. was the best class 
of the day, not just for the dodgeball 
but also because of the bonding 
through sportsmanship with my 
fellow classmates and Mr. Johnson.  
 After I left his gym class, Mr. Johnson continued to stay 
updated on the current happenings in my life through quick 
conversations in the breezeway or hallways, and just having that 
friendly face of a caring teacher made my high school experience 
better. From presenting me my junior ring to trying to find me 
a prom date, Mr. Johnson has been there as I developed into 
a slightly less shy, reserved young adult. Most recently, Mr. 
Johnson’s strength and endurance through his own battle with 
leukemia have inspired me to make the most of everyday and 
appreciate every moment, because that itself is proof that life is 
unpredictable.

Caroline Johnson
My Visual Arts class has had 

the greatest impact on my time at the 
School of the Arts. When I came here 
as a sophomore, I was scared that I 
would not fit in with a large class of 
kids that had already been here for 
five years.  
 When I walked into the Visual 
Arts room, my fears were erased as 
I immediately felt welcomed by my 

classmates and my teachers. At first I 
came to respect Ms. Anne Cimballa as my teacher, but I now realize 
having her as a teacher has meant so much more to me.  
 Ms. Cimballa has helped me through both artistic and 
personal struggles; she has helped me find my voice as an artist 
and take my art to a place that I never thought it would be able to 
go. She has also been a reassuring voice ever since I met her, as she 
guided me through some of my roughest times. Now I not only call 
her a teacher, but also a mentor, and most importantly, my friend.  
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Ashton Van Deusen
In 2027, I would like to have my 

Bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood 
Education, hopefully a Master’s degree. 
I would like to be teaching in my old 
elementary school here in Charleston.  
 I would like to have begun my 
own collection of classic novels such 
as Oliver Twist, Great Expectations, 
David Copperfield, and Grapes of 
Wrath. Anything by Charles Dickens, 
Ernest Hemingway, or Mark Twain. I 
would like to have progressed in my position at my church to become 
the next worship leader or any leader of some kind. Most of these 
things come over the result of time; they do not happen instantly.  
 I plan to attend Erskine College in Due West, SC for 
four years, to get my Bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood 
Education. After I receive my Bachelor’s, I plan to move 
back to Charleston and apply to several teaching positions. 
Hopefully my old elementary school will accept my application.  
 While I am teaching, I can work on my Master’s degree 
as a part time student at the College of Charleston. As for my 
collection of books, I will always keep my eyes out for them 
in bookstores. If I see a bookstore that looks really nice, I will 
go inside and see if I can find any classic novels. I may have 
to order some of them online but only one at a time because I 
don’t want to end up spending too much money at once. I plan 
on applying for a paid internship at my church this summer.  
 This can start me on my journey to becoming very involved 
in my church and in the end progressing my position. I am looking 
forward to accomplishing every single one!

Nick Brandon
In 2027, I want to see myself 

living the old, straight, and narrow 
path. I am tired of getting in trouble all 
the time. I am tired of taking the blame 
for others. In 2027, all of that will be 
just a small part of my past. I want to 
be a happy person who gets to enjoy 
life. The career I want to have is in law 
enforcement; I want to help people and 
not have them go down the same path 
that I went down. I want to understand 
the law and go help the community grow and do better.

Dean Rudes
In 2027, if the world hasn’t ended 

by then, I hope to be the creator of an 
animated TV show. I’d help animate 
and/or write, and I would definitely 
want to do some voices. You know, along 
the lines of Stephen Hillenburg, John 
Kricfalusi, and Justin Roiland (creators 
of SpongeBob, Ren & Stimpy, and Rick 
& Morty respectively). Cartoons have 
always been a big part of my life, either 
watching or drawing them, and I hope 
they will continue to be so. But if that 
doesn’t pan out, I might animate as a hobby or on the side or try to 
make music. Basically, what makes me happy is creating things and 
making art, so I’m very glad I’ve had the opportunity to go to a school 
where I’ve gotten to do that every day for the past seven years.
Britannie Hammond

During my time at SOA, I have 
had many teachers who have helped me 
get to where I am today. Out of all the 
teachers I have had, Mr. Short has had 
the strongest impact on me as a student.  
 Not only did I learn a lot from 
him while I was in his AP Biology class, 
I also felt like he took the time to learn 
things about his students and make 
an effort to get to know them. During 
his class, he would always encourage 
his students and push them to do their very best, whether it was 
on a test or doing a lab. Mr. Short sees potential in everyone.  
 Even though I had him last year, Mr. Short still 
asks me how I’m doing and how my classes are going 
whenever I see him. His kindness never ceases to amaze me.  
 Mr. Short, I want to thank you for all that you have done for 
me, even if it meant taking time out of your busy schedule to help 
me. You inspire me to go above and beyond to help others and to 
be the very best I can be.

Emily Dail
After college, I have a lot of goals 

and aspirations for myself and my 
future. My passion and love is dance, so 
my dream is to be a professional dancer.  
 Dance is my heart and joy, and 
I couldn’t imagine doing anything 
else. I feel that being versatile and 
keeping many doors open is super 
important, so there is a lot I would love 
to be able to accomplish in my lifetime.  
 One of my biggest dreams 
is to be in a professional contemporary/modern company. 
Two of my favorite companies are Complexions and Hubbard 
Street. They are incredible, and I love their performances.  
 I also want to be a choreographer and travel the world, getting 
to teach and choreograph pieces. I love teaching, so being able to share 
what I have learned would be something that I would really enjoy.  
 Another thing that I would love is to be able to own a studio 
or create a company. It would be such a cool experience! No matter 
what I do, I want to be an inspiration and a role model. I feel that 
having someone to look up to or inspire you is so important.
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Senior Superlatives
Most Iconic Couple

Most Likely to 
“MmmBop”

 
Andrew Larkin

Nigel Walker and Brae Mitchell

Most memeingful

Luke Gair

Jack of All 
Trades

Cecelia McGuinn

Most likely to be 
canonized

Sydney Huss
Most likely 

to skip 
graduation

Kathleen 
Kittrell

 
Kathleen 
couldn’t 

take a photo 
because she 

had a doctor’s 
appointment.
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Most likely 

to steal 
your girl

Olivia Levins

Best Bromance

Nick Huss and Gus 
HollowayBest person to 

be stranded on a 
desert island with

Emily Shorter

Most likely to join a 
boy band

Matthew Masse

Most pessimistic

Class of 2017

Most 
optimistic

Class of 2020

Most likely to 
Come Together, 

right now

Ethan Lopez
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Jack Marino
Other majors have a lot 

of misconceptions about Visual 
Arts. They say we’re lazy misfits. 
While most of that may be true, I’m 
here to tell you that we definitely 
aren’t the worst group of kids on 
campus. I’ve learned so much from 
my major class and art teachers, 
it’s hard to express it in words.  
 Mr. Moore helped me refine 
my technical skill and identify my 
strengths. Mrs. Nichols turned my talent to ability over two very 
difficult but formative years in middle school. But what I least 
expected was the mark Ms. Anne Cimballa would make on my life 
as a student, an artist, and an individual. My fondest memories of 
high school have been on her class trips, where I’ve learned a lot 
about art but also a lot about myself. In class, she challenged me to 
not concentrate on what I was good at, but things I was not. I have 
progressed from only working in pen and graphite to working in oils 
and sculpture, something I never thought I would do. I’ve become 
better and more well-rounded as an artist, and I have noticed myself 
attempt more difficult things not only in  art but in life, as well.  
 Ms. Cimballa has urged me to come out of my bubble and 
challenge myself to do things outside of my comfort zone. With 
Ms. Cimballa’s guidance, I’ve grown not only as an artist but as a 
person. And finally, more than anything, she has taught me that it’s 
okay to be a princess.

Lydia Cook
 The first year I came to SOA was my tenth 

grade year. I had come from Ashley Hall, an all 
girls school. I had only ever been to SOA twice, 
for that year’s fashion show and my audition.  
 The very first day I walked into school, I 
was wearing pink jeans and a white t-shirt. I had 
on enough makeup for eight people because I 
had no idea what to expect! I was walking down 
the hall and was looking at my schedule, trying 
to figure out where my class was. I went up to 
this kind looking lady in the hall and asked her. 
She told me it was upstairs. Little did I know 
the lady was Mrs. Rickson, and she would later 
be my geometry teacher. As I walked into Mrs. Bronk’s class, I sat down and 
Jeremy Holenko came up to me and told me I was in his seat. I was terrified! 
I went up to the teacher and asked her where my spot was. She then sat me 
down next to some other girls who probably were not as nervous as I was.  
 When lunchtime came, I had no idea how to get lunch from the cafeteria 
or who to sit with, so I did not eat my first day and sat with my longtime friend 
Ginny Ravenel, who also had just come from Ashley Hall but had friends here.  
 After I went home from my first day, I realized not eating was not a 
good idea and passed out. My very first day at SOA has taught me a lot about 
life. No one is going to help you, and you are on your own. Everything you 
want in this world you have to do; no one else is going to help you through it.

Peyton Corder
I’m not an O.G. SOA student. I didn’t 

come in sixth grade. Coming to SOA three 
years after everyone had become friends 
was a hard transition. Those of you reading 
this that came in middle school don’t 
understand how truly terrifying it is, and 
those who came in ninth grade understand 
what it is like to sit on the bus alone that 
first day of high school as everyone chatters 
around you, talking about people you 
haven’t even met yet. One of the biggest 
shocks I had in ninth grade was coming 
into an orchestra program where the students were actually excited to 
learn. And in a classroom that’s meant for an orchestra rather than math 
class. Viola is not my strongest suit, I may never be Primrose or Telemann, 
but it brings me joy and that’s enough. I could write my entire essay on 
why symphony is so important in education, but 300 words isn’t enough 
to describe how it feels to be sitting on stage listening to your friends play a 
piece you’ve worked so hard on for months. It fills my heart and makes me 
tear up thinking about leaving behind a family that means so much to me. 
Of course, there will be other orchestras, but it’ll never be the same. Never 
again will I eat Tanger food with Janie and Nina before a concert. Never 
again will I smile at Angie as we mess up the same accidental. And never 
again will I get to be a part of something so amazing and uplifting. Thank 
you, Dr. Selby, for allowing me into your program and helping me these 
last four years. I love my orchestra family and I love SOA so much. Thank 
you all for making me the person I am today.

Virginia Doran
 Although I’ve only been here 

since the ninth grade, I have loved the 
time I’ve spent at SOA. I have made 
wonderful friends, and I’ve had the 
opportunity to work with some amazing 
teachers. My writing classes have 
dramatically improved my style, and 
my academic courses have prepared 
me for college. If I were entering as 
a sixth grader, I would doubt myself 
less. I’ve had an amazing time here, 
and I don’t know why I ever worried 
I would not. I would say my writing teachers have had the strongest 
impact on me. They have supported me academically and emotionally, 
outside of the classroom. Shoutout also to Mr. Short, an incredible 
biology teacher, and Ms. Mahoney, who made me enjoy math.  
 In 2027, I would like to be writing professionally 
in whatever capacity I can. I am attending college to study 
writing further, and I plan to continue to write outside of class. 
My favorite part of SOA has been the friendships I’ve made.  
 I have met such wonderful, talented, caring people throughout 
my years here, and I am so grateful I get to see them every day, at least 
for a few more weeks!
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Ben Foster

One day that I will remember 
from my years at SOA was the day that I 
was asked to be in the jazz band by Mr. 
Ken Foberg. At that time I had slight 
interest in jazz from being in the middle 
school jazz band for a year, but I never 
was really serious about it.  
 Once I was in the band, I started 
to listen to more jazz charts that I 
probably would not have been exposed 
to otherwise. The band teaches you how 
to improvise during a solo section, and 
it also gets you used to being in front of a large audience. Mr. Kerr was 
able to bring in exceptional musicians for us to work with and learn 
from. This experience led me to pick out a Chuck Mangione chart for my 
senior thesis, which my dad introduced me to. Being in the jazz band 
made me a better trumpet player and student because it forced me to 
work harder.  
 I plan to continue playing my trumpet after I graduate and 
maybe some during college. Overall, it was a great experience to be a 
part of, and it was fun making great music.

Jaleaya Solomon
In 2027, I hope to be managing my 

own business, while getting a degree in the 
field that I want to pursue. My dream job 
is to be a social worker because I love kids 
and I would be honored to be the person 
in their life that could offer them fun and 
love with families that I would lay down 
my life to make sure they were safe enough 
for them to be with. I also want to adopt as 
many kids as I can and bring them up in 
a stable and safe environment. People say 
that it is a very long and expensive process, 
but it’s the right thing to do no matter what the cost. I intend to make this 
happen through lots of hard work, connections with the right people, and 
my willingness to make everyone happy. I will study as hard as I can in 
college, take the classes that I need to take, and hopefully be stable enough 
to start my own family, while also managing a business on the side. My 
goal is to create better opportunities for my future family and to be the 
best person I can be.

Aurelyn Vankirk
 Middle school doesn’t really matter so don’t stress yourself out. 
Save that energy for high school. However, build good study habits.  
 If you can afford it, have a parent or someone reward the 
completion of an assignment with a nickel or quarter. Go outside 
once in awhile. Sleep enough because you (specifically your brain) 
are still developing. Just because you’re in one major doesn’t mean 
you shouldn’t pursue interests in another. This is your youth. Be 
kind to yourself. Don’t judge yourself too harshly. It only matters 
as much as you want it to. Just read the books you’re assigned in 
English or sparknote it (for Dr. Cusatis, even if you don’t annotate, at 
least read the book and you will at least do well on the tests/quizzes).  
 You can do school work and play games or watch TV or 
whatever at the same time. In reality, you don’t really have to do 
anything or listen to anyone. You are the harbinger of your own 
destruction. Procrastination is real. It is never too late.

Harrison Dahabi
My favorite class at SOA is also the 

hardest and most rewarding class I’ve ever 
taken. I’ve had the best teacher to guide 
me through it. Ms. Caroline Baker may still 
be new to teaching, but she has taught me 
more than I could relay. She has taught me 
to believe in myself and my work and never 
doubt my skill.  
 It’s due to her that I can leave this 
place ready to take on the world and dive into 
whatever’s next. She is an incredible teacher 
and an even greater inspiration. She became the fashion design teacher solely 
for the benefit of the students, and she’s  very devoted to all of them. More 
than anyone, I’m grateful to her because she has sparked a sense of pride and 
strive for success in me. She may be crazy, wonky, and totally bananas, but 
she has shown me that life is full of amazing opportunities, and we have to 
grasp at as many as possible.

Sarah Hunter
An SOA education is not like 

any other public school education. 
It is unique because it allows for 
creativity and academic rigor.  
 Since the students of our school 
are so academically and artistically 
inclined, teachers have used this to 
their advantage, merging the two 
disciplines together. In doing so, this 
pushes us students to think beyond 
the average person, to use both parts 
of our brain for a single task. Later 
in life, this skill will become very useful. I believe that we are 
very lucky to be at a school that challenges us to use our unique 
abilities in the regular classroom, as well as outside the classroom.  
 SOA also teaches community spirit and helping others, 
which are qualities that will carry us through life beyond school. 
These four years in School of the Arts High School has given me the 
tools to succeed in later jobs and life as an adult.

Reese Fischer
I’ve been at this school for a long time. I 

can remember getting off my bus in the fifth grade 
and seeing my mom waving my acceptance letter 
in the air. I remember coming to Mentors in the 
Middle and being super embarrassed that I had 
to wear my ballet tights because I had dance that 
day. I remember my first day of sixth grade and 
looking around the Creative Writing table and 
seeing for the first time the faces of seven kids 
who have become my best friends in the world.  
 Nothing has had an impact on me like 
the Creative Writers have. I have never been 
so unafraid to be honest about who I am. I have never been so comfortable 
and so filled with pride and love for a group of people. I am ready to leave 
this school, believe me. I am not ready to walk into a first day where my 
nerves aren’t calmed by knowing I get to go see my people.  Tess, Luke, 
Chris, Emily, Cheyenne, Virginia, Ella, Aurelyn, Chloe, Sterling, Claire, 
Kathleen, Glenys: thank you for making my middle/high school full of light 
and the kind of memories that make you laugh so hard you can’t breathe.  
 I love you. 
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Jasmine Lockwood

The class that had the most impact 
on me was jazz band. I learned a lot about 
jazz history and jazz musicians that I 
had never heard before. I have improved 
more in my playing, improvisation, 
playing by ear, and reading different 
type of music. It’s crazy how four years 
ago I was sitting next to a senior bass 
trombone player and was watching 
how he played it, but now I’m a senior 
who is now playing the bass trombone 
and having younger kids watch me.  

 Mr. Foberg, Mr. Kerr, and the rest of the jazz band have always 
given me words of encouragement and advice that will help me improve 
on my playing. I have learned about what to do and what not to do if I have 
a concert or a gig because I have been exposed to performing at different 
events that are outside of the school walls. Jazz band has inspired me so 
much that I will be majoring in jazz studies at Shenandoah University in 
the fall. I will miss this class and the band very much, and I won’t forget 
everything that I have learned in jazz band class.

Cheyenne Koth
In ten years, I will have 

graduated college. I hope to be in a city 
that I love, in a state that I love, paying 
off a mortgage month by month. 
Really, though, I only know what I 
hope to be doing. I will, hopefully, be 
working at a museum with a diverse 
collection, perhaps studying towards 
my Master’s or PhD, traveling the 
world on digs, or just chilling and 
figuring things out. In all honesty, the 
world may be up in flames before I even graduate college, the way 
our current president is running the place. If that is the case, you 
can catch me on fury road, knocking heads and taking names. 
Who knows-- if none of these things is happening and I’m simply 
working as a server in a tourist trap beach bar, I do know a few 
things: 
 1) I will be writing. 
 The SOA Creative Writing department  has been my saving 
grace throughout my four years at SOA. They have encouraged 
me when I needed to be encouraged, put me in my place when 
I’ve acted stupid, and gotten red-faced angry on my behalf. That 
handful of brilliant teachers, as well as the CW Class of 2017, has 
helped me hone the craft of writing into something that I can 
utilize and appreciate every day. 
 2) I will be advocating for environmental and historical 
preservation 
 If Trump does kill the world by the 2027, then this won’t be 
of much use. If not, I hope to do whatever I can to keep the earth 
and her stories alive and well. The planet has truly done so much 
for us, and it boils my blood to see people act so flippantly about 
the entity that has granted us life. But I digress. 
 3) I will be active in the Creative Writing group chat. 
 I fiercely love this group of people. They are my most loved 
friends, my family, and my harsh editors. I would not have made 
it through high school without them. 
 Or, you know, in 2027, I may be dead.

Elliot Sim
 I have been at this place seven 
years straight, and I believe I have 
received an extraordinary experience. 
There have been times I have doubted 
this school, but compared to any other 
high school, I can say mine was different.  
 While SOA has had its downsides, 
like all schools, it’s also had a lot of 
positives. I think the atmosphere of SOA is 
unlike any other school and creates room 
for creative thinking and open expression. 
The small population made it easy to know 
a lot of different people, even if sometimes you got to know them too well.  
 Things like convocation, Grub on the Green,  and all the 
performances and shows held by this school really made it worth   
attending.

Jeremy Holenko
In 2027, hopefully I will be in 

a recording studio, broadcast trailer, 
or concert hall, turning knobs, flipping 
switches, and rooting through wires.  
 In September, I start a program 
at The Conservatory for Recording 
Arts and Sciences in Phoenix for nine 
months, and I will be happy to get out 
of this traffic and humidity. After that 
9 months, I get sent into an internship 
for 2 months, probably in LA since it’s 
close, and there’s surf and industry.  
 So by 2027, if all goes well, 
I will still be twisting those knobs 
somewhere preferably in a Charleston Music Hall kind of place.  
 I don’t particularly enjoy studio recording; what I want to do 
is live sound or maybe broadcast audio if I can handle the stress, but 
since I will be trained in just about every aspect of sound, I could end up 
doing something completely different, so my future is specifically vague. 

Jamie Southard
I feel that the class I have 

been most impacted by is my Algebra 
1 class, taught by Mr. Williams.  
 I have always struggled in math, 
so it was really nice to find a teacher that 
I clicked with. The reason why this class 
was so beneficial for me was because 
of his teaching style. He made math 
fun and we always used whiteboards 
and chalkboards to practice, which 
seemed  to make it easier to learn.  
 I believe that I wouldn’t have done 
as well in my math classes the following three years of high school without 
everything I learned in his class. I also enjoyed building the chalkboard 
that takes up the whole back of his room, which is now Mrs. Aponte’s room.  
 Overall, my experience from Mr. Williams’ class is one that I will 
remember for a long time. 
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Indira Lessington

Well, 2027 is a long way off but 
I am prepared for it. After I graduate 
college in 2021, or 2020 if I’m lucky, I 
plan to be in Washington, D.C. at Howard 
University Law School, which should be 
over by 2024 at the latest. In 2027, I most 
likely will be working in someone’s law 
firm, or hopefully my own, and have my 
own loft. Then, on the weekends I will 
perform backup for a famous musician, 
go home, and do it all over again. In 
addition to being older and doing things 
differently, I hope to have my love life in tact, but if not then so be it. 
After I tour the East Coast on the weekends, my assistant will take 
care of my dog, because I love animals, I am not planning to have a 
family (i.e. kids) at all, but if God wants me to, then so be it once again. 
 I really want to start travelling once I get out of law school because 
I’ll still be young and open to the things and culture around me. My main 
goal in 2027 is to become one of the best lawyers out here, like Johnnie 
Cochran, be set financially, pay off all student loans if I need to, create 
my own band for my “come up” and become a songstress like Whitney 
Houston. When I think of how far I’ve came and how far I’m going, I 
can’t help but to be excited for my future endeavors. Now that I think 
about it, I will be married in 2027, because I know myself and I know 
that if I am a lawyer/attorney and singer, I have no one to share it with, 
so I want to, for the sake of time honestly. I intend to make it happen by 
working my behind off making sure my loans are paid off first, making 
sure my voice is perfection and then go from there. 

Harrison Reed
An SOA education is full of 

value in a lot of ways. SOA teaches you 
things in multiple categories, some of 
which involves social interaction, talent 
incorporation in life, and having a solid 
academic understanding and education. 
If I was entering SOA as a 6th grader in 
middle school, I would do some things 
very differently. One major change that I 
would do is be much more organized and 
put together in my academic life, as that 
is something that I have always struggled 
with. Mr. Orvin and Mr. Clark have made a major impact on me in my life, 
as well as many other teachers. They have taught me Global and World 
History and were amazing teachers that stood by my side, even through 
my struggles and complications which was an often occurrence. It’s hard to 
say what I want to be doing in 2027; I am not sure what I want to be doing 
right now. That being said, I hope to be in the acting field and working 
on film and being part of the cinema industry in some way. I have made 
so many amazing friends and had the privilege of being with incredible 
people and creating beautiful relationships that I genuinely hope lasts a 
lifetime. I can’t praise my friends enough; everyone has changed my life in 
one way or another, and I don’t regret anything. My high school experience 
really was amazing, and I will remember it forever. 

Brae Mitchell
In 2027 I will be 27 years old, and 

by then I hope to have completed graduate 
school. At this time in my life I envision 
myself living in a state other than South 
Carolina, like North Carolina, Washington 
D.C. or anywhere with a nice salary for 
physical therapists. I want to work in 
pediatrics because kids are fun and old 
people are… old. If I get bored working 
with kids, I’ll apply for a job working with 
any sports team in my area, preferably 
basketball. After I have solidified my career 
(in whichever state I move to), I should be married, or at least close to it. 
I plan to be married by 30, so if a certain someone (Nigel) hasn’t asked by 
then I’m moving on.

Emily Shorter
Ending my seventh year at SOA has 

seemed an impossible task. With thesis 
underway, in which I published a book for 
Creative Writing (go buy it!!) , applying and 
being accepting to colleges, and balancing a 
rigorous academic schedule with work and 
fun, my senior year has been pretty rough.  
 I am looking forward to making 
new memories in college, but I know 
the experiences and friends I have 
made at my time here at SOA are the 
only reason I made it through this year.  
 Creative Writing has been an invaluable source of support over the 
last years, and I honestly would not still be at SOA without it. 

Claire Conway
When I first came to SOA as 

a sophomore, I knew next to no one, 
but despite being a little shy, I don’t 
remember ever having to feel alone. My 
first day here, Sydney Huss asked me 
to sit with her at lunch and introduced 
me to her friends. A few weeks into 
the school year, I remember curling 
up on a couch to watch The Breakfast 
Club with Sterling and Kathleen, 
nervous because I barely knew them. 
Little did I know, they would become 
some of my dearest friends over the three years to come. 
 When I switched to Creative Writing my junior year, they were 
two of the only people in my new major that I’d spoken to before. I was 
intimidated by Glenys and terrified of Cheyenne Koth. I laugh when I 
look back on it now, because not only did my class welcome me with 
open arms, they have now shared everything with me from tears to hand-
me-down clothes, from inside jokes to twin-sized bunk beds. They have 
supported me wholeheartedly as I’ve gone through breakups, released 
an album, and published my senior thesis, and they’ve kept me laughing 
through it all. In the truest sense of the word, they have become my family. 
There is something about art, and in my experience, about writing in 
particular, that nurtures a sense of community. One of the hardest things 
about the creative process is dealing with the brutal honesty that tends 
to accompany good art. At SOA, I have been given a space not only to 
share my feelings without fear, but to grow as a writer and truly channel 
myself into my work. Despite some tough classes and sleepless nights, I 
have treasured my time here, and I am ready to move on, knowing that 
I’m carrying with me my own published book, a better understanding of 
myself, and friendships that I’ll always keep close to my heart.
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Amy Trainor
 By the year 2027, I intend 

to be working at a zoo somewhere in 
the world as an on-call large animal 
exotics veterinarian. My dream is to 
live in Colorado, California, New York, 
New Zealand, Australia or somewhere 
else in the world. My job will require 
me to travel so I will finally fulfill my 
wanderlust and urge to immerse myself 
in different cultures. Eventually, I will 
join an organization like Doctors Without 
Borders for veterinarians so I may help 
animals all over the world regardless of their condition. My furbabies 
will be a spunky corgi named Tully, a spastic pug called Sushi, and cat or 
miniature goat named Tim. I am already on the track to getting my DVM 
as I committed to attending Clemson Bridge and majoring in Animal 
and Veterinary Sciences. Because I currently work at vet hospital, I have 
coworkers and friends who can guide me along my journey. Also, Clemson 
University offers study abroad programs for my major. Hopefully, I will 
be able to travel sometime before ten years from now. Whether I keep 
up with dance, I am entirely unsure. However, I’m known to not clam up 
when given the opportunity to bust a move. Lastly, I will be a freelance 
Youtuber that posts kick butt makeup tutorials, cause why the heck not??

Ella Townsend
Throughout my years at SOA, my 

Creative Writing classes have had the 
strongest impact on me for sure. Every 
single one of the teachers in the writing 
program are not only great at teaching, but 
awesome people. They have taught me so 
much over the years, whether it is about 
creative writing itself or life. I don’t think  
 I wouldn’t have survived high school 
without my writing classes, honestly. We’re 
like a little family, and there isn’t anyone 
there I don’t trust. I’ve grown a lot in both 
writing and my personality throughout the years; I’ve gotten a lot more 
confident in myself and have much more self-worth. So, thanks Creative 
Writing, I owe you.

Matthew Strickland
In 2027, I will hopefully have 

already finished my classes to become 
an electrical engineer or a mechanical 
engineer. Even though taking AP Physics 
seemed like a bad idea, it probably would 
have been more useful than just learning the 
basics in Honors Physics. On the contrary, 
I have come to love the class, even though 
the information may not make sense at 
first. Procrastination will most likely be my 
downfall and a huge problem in a future, 
since I am typing this very assignment the night before it is due. I have 
learned lots from my years at SOA, one of them being that turning in 
assignments late is not only a burden for teachers, but it tells you lots 
not only about your work ethic, but even the way you carry yourself as a 
person. My advice to all is do it right the first time so you can move on 
with your life. There is no one particular teacher that has taught me this, 
it is just something that I have learned. So to sum all of this into one 
sentence: looking for fresh dank memes instead of doing assignments 
is not the way to go. My years at SOA have been life changing, from the 
accepting atmosphere to the people who love memes just as much as I do. 
Very few schools have what we have here at SOA, which I am eternally 
grateful for. No other school has people who are so dedicated to their art 
and so accepting at the same time. Being at this school has taught me to 
be at least kind of social, for one, because the people here really do not 
care who you are, and as long as you are yourself, you will fit right in 
along with everyone else.
Haley Schmidt

I have been at SOA for seven years, 
and I can confidently say that when I look 
back on it, it was a great experience and 
I’m so glad this is where I ended up. I have 
loved growing up in such an accepting 
environment, as well as one where people 
are NEVER afraid to express their opinions. 
Being here has allowed me to build strong 
relationships with people who have 
become family, and I’m very grateful for 
that. This school plays a huge role in who I 
am today, and it is going to be hard to leave 
somewhere that has become so comfortable to me. I will miss everything 
about this place, the good and the bad, when I move to the next chapter 
of my life. Thanks for the memories, SOA.

Abigail Edwards 
 When I was in elementary school 

at Buist, my bus shared a stop with 
SOA. I remember being in awe of what 
the students looked like: rainbow hair, 
fishnets, cat ears, and many crazy heels.  
 I walked into 6th grade with 
long blonde hair in an orange Hollister 
shirt. I am leaving SOA with a black 
pixie cut and heels much bigger than 
my future; I have become those kids 
getting on the bus. I wouldn’t say that I 
conformed to SOA, but rather that the school has refined my identity, 
sort of like toner on what otherwise would be an unfortunate dye job.  
 Much of what I have learned in these past seven years is from 
teachers who often taught me more about life than what they were 
being paid to teach. Ms. Blake in 6th grade set a standard for my 
work ethic. Mr. Younts, one of the most caring and hardworking 
people I have ever met, filled my facebook feed with the most 
eloquent weather posts and taught me to listen and follow directions.  
 Mr. Lindgren and Mrs. Luzier taught me to love science, a 
subject I have never liked, and even more impressively, Mr. Taylor made 
AP Calc fun. Ms. Drennan and Ms. Rickson understood my sarcasm 
(and made me realize I needed to filter it), and Mr. Brehm added 
some mystery to my otherwise monotonous senior year. Dr. Cusatis 
coached me like an athlete for Poetry Out Loud. Last and certainly 
not least, Mrs. Zerbst gave me more than an essay could even begin to 
describe; she alone made the frequent pitfalls of SOA worth it.  SOA 
has given me something no other school could: an individual identity.  
 To my peers and the rest of my SOA family, I hope I make you 
proud.
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Caroline Case

In 2027, I’ll be 28 and living 
it up working for Google, NASA, or 
some other really cool company. I’m 
not completely sure what my job will 
be, but I think it will be in software 
design. I’ll have graduated from 
Clemson University and probably have 
gotten my master’s degree in computer 
science. With all this bank I’m going to 
make, I’m going to travel a whole lot.  
 To get to this place, I’m going 
to work hard in college because after 13 
years of school, the next obvious step is more school. I’ll intern at a major 
tech company, move to Durham to get my master’s degree at UNC, and 
finally land a job with one of my dream employers. In my free time, I’ll 
travel, and then I’ll settle down and hopefully have a family by 2027. I’ll 
take my children on vacations that their toddler friends are jealous 
of, like Disney World and Amsterdam. Ride wit me through my 
journey of more success on Instagram: @ccase47.

Lachlan Quertermous
In the year 2027, I have some 

idealistic goals. For starters, I’d like to 
be living in a penthouse overlooking 
East Central Park. I’d enjoy marrying 
Madonna, but preferably how she was 
in the nineties. I’d like to have at least be 
involved in some stage piece on Broadway.  
But, to be completely honest, I have no 
clue what my situation will be in the 
year 2027.  I do know one thing for sure. 
In some fashion, I will be continuing in 
my art major. Whether that be through 
regional theater, short films, commercial work or something 
greater. Now, here comes my arrogant rant about intention.   
 I don’t believe in having a “back up.” Jim Carrey, while he was 
still a starving actor on the brink of bankruptcy, carried a blank check for 
$100,000 in his wallet for years until he eventually made that profit. The 
path I’m taking is nothing but unconventional, and I’m absolutely fine with 
that. Harrison Ford was a carpenter. John Turturro was a construction 
worker. Channing Tatum was a “dancer.” I’ve chosen to strive for a career 
of uncertainty, where you don’t know where the next paycheck comes 
from or if you’ll even book a job for the next six months.  I enjoy that 
uncertainty and thrill logistic people strive away from. If I was a logistic 
man, I’d be going to a four year college and attaining a career in some 
mind numbing, economically stable career like accounting or finance. But, 
I’d rather be working two mediocre jobs while auditioning on the side. 
Who knows where I’ll possibly be in 2027, but I know it’ll be interesting. 
  If I had to guess, I’ll probably just be waiting tables.

Jacob Edmonson
School of the Arts has done a lot for me as 
a person. I think over the course of the last 
seven years that I’ve trudged these halls, 
I have been fortunate enough to express 
myself freely, receive an outstanding 
education, and be surrounded by some 
of the most creative, and amazing people 
Charleston County has to offer. Seriously, 
I know sometimes this place can be very 
draining and you can’t help but count the 
days until you get to experience that sweet 
freedom of graduation, but now that I’ve 
made it, I’m standing here 40 days away, 
and I find that they keep flying by. I never 
thought I would find myself seeking out the presence of various teachers 
and familiar faces here at SOA. But I have been in the middle school 
a lot lately. And every time I catch a glimpse of Ms. Fairchild, or Mr. 
Southwick, or any of the dedicated educators and staff we have here, I 
can’t help but feel nostalgic. In this time of great change I am excited for 
what my future has in store for me. Even though I can’t wait to get out of 
here, I might just miss these crazy people.

Ethan Lopez
If I were to compare my seven 

years at SOA to anything, it would have 
to be a tapestry. One could examine it 
to find vivid memories strung together 
to form images of incredible people, 
memorable classes, beautiful places, and 
magnificent creations of art. While it would 
be sufficient to gaze at only the pleasant 
scenes throughout this trek of trials and 
tribulations, the reality is that one cannot 
walk by without noticing the various loose 
ends of threads that stick out conspicuously 
like dirty thumbprints on a canvas.  
 Everyone has them, whether they assume the shape of a terrible 
first impression, a difficult assignment, a disciplinary infraction, an 
awkward first date, the loss of a loved one, an intolerable class, or a 
digression from your morals. These loose ends represent the things in life 
that a person may not be particularly proud of. They are obstacles that 
we must all inevitably face while walking the long and winding road of 
the high school experience. I myself recognized that I possess many of 
these loose threads, or untidy parts of me, that I would like to remove.  
 What I discovered, however, was that when I pulled on one 
of those threads, it unraveled the tapestry of my life. I realized that 
every one of the events of my SOA experience created the illustration 
of my life as it appears today and that the person I would have become 
without experiencing any challenges would have created a drastically 
different picture. It is through this principle that I have learned to 
approach all failure as merely a solid catalyst for self-discovery and 
an inexhaustible path towards prosperity. Failure exists nowhere but 
in the minds of those who ignore the greater good of their mistakes.  
 Life goes on and it is worth everything.

Selena Gonterman
Mrs. Zerbst’s AP Psychology class 

and Honors Psychology class have both 
prepped me for the workload and content 
I will be covering next year as a psychology 
major. Though it is said to be the easiest 
AP class, it still took tremendous 
amounts of effort and participation.  
 I’m hoping I’ll be able to 
skip Psych 101 and take Psych 198, 
then go straight into developmental 
psychology and abnormal psychology.  
 The content I learned while taking 
these courses will definitely help me when I participate in community 
service projects and internships within my major. I will have to go to 
school for eight plus years, but it will all be worth it because I want to 
become a child psychologist and help those in need.
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Bridget Conley

Scared, nervous, and intimidated 
are just a handful of words to describe 
how I felt the first time I walked into 
the SOA High School band room. I was 
a new ninth grader thrust into a foreign 
environment where I knew no one and no 
one knew me; to say that I felt out of my 
comfort zone is an understatement. Now, 
as a senior reflecting on my four years at 
School of the Arts, I think back on the 
band room with fondness. It was in the 
band room where I first spoke to some 
of the people who would become my best friends. It is where I would 
have dance parties, race on stand racks (sorry Mr. Kerr), spend hours 
practicing, watch movies in timpani shipping packaging, and best of all, 
make incredible music with incredible people. In this room, I have grown 
into a person that I am proud of. I can honestly say that I would not have 
the opportunities that I have today and would not be the same person 
had I not spent the past four years of my life as a band major. However, 
none of that growth could have happened without the Lord. And by 
Lord, I mean Lord Kerr. Since the beginning, Mr. Kerr has made me feel 
as though I truly belong and has turned our little group of musicians into 
a family. Not only has he created a sense of family within his program, 
but he also is incredibly knowledgeable about anything and everything 
band; I would not have been able to participate in many regional and 
national events had it not been for his guidance and knowledge. Mr. Kerr 
has been there for me through my ups and downs and has played a major 
role in helping me decide where and how I will steer my future. I am 
incredibly lucky to call him my band director.  In addition to band, I 
have spent the past two years of my life as a member of the Charleston 
School of the Arts Symphony Orchestra. This class has become one of 
the things I look forward to every day, mostly due to our incredible 
teacher, Dr. Selby. Dr. Selby is perhaps the most patient, driven, and 
inspiring person I know. He sacrifices so much of his time and energy so 
that his students can play pieces of classic and contemporary literature 
that few high schoolers get the opportunity to play, and he treats each 
rehearsal with a sense of professionalism and diligence that rival those 
of college orchestras. Because of Dr. Selby, I have been inspired to work 
towards becoming the best version of myself. I am honored to have been 
his student.

Taylor Kornegay
By the year 2027, I want to 

be assisting and delivering babies in 
underdeveloped countries around the 
world as a traveling nurse.  
 I plan on earning my Registered 
Nursing License from the University of 
South Carolina in the spring of 2021.  
 After that, I plan on getting some 
experience in a hospital setting before 
becoming a traveling nurse. I’d    love to 
travel to as many places around the world 
as possible. I think that birth is extremely 
fascinating, and aiding in the miracle of life everyday would be endlessly 
fulfilling.  
 Traveling is a hobby that I’ve always been super interested in, so 
a combination of traveling with my career is the dream for me.

Sydney Huss
When I left SOA after sophomore 

year to attend the Governor’s School for 
Arts and Humanities in Greenville, one 
of the classes I was upset that I hadn’t 
gotten the chance to take was AP Bio. 
Thankfully, I decided to come back 
to SOA, and finally getting to take AP 
Bio with Mr. Short has been one of the 
highlights (if not the highlight) of my year.  
 There is no other class I would 
rather have every day, and it’s a class that I 
always look forward to going to. Mr. Short 
takes the time out of his day to get to know 
his students and comes to every performance he can. If you have a question 
or concern, he doesn’t hesitate to put down what he’s doing and help you 
figure it out. His passion for biology has helped me to realize that a career 
in medicine is definitely where I’m headed, and I’m super thankful for his 
class (especially all the dad jokes!!).

Caroline Keinath
Since I was young, I have always 

found history interesting. SOA has an 
incredibly strong and fabulous history 
department. Each teacher has their own 
unique teaching style and sense of humor, 
which adds excitement to SOA’s eclectic 
group of teachers.  
 The teachers in the department 
have such a passion for what they teach, 
and that passion really makes a difference. 
I have thoroughly enjoyed each class and 
have always been amazed at the teachers’ 
genuine enthusiasm for the subject they teach.  
 They have such a positive classroom environment and encourage 
class discussion, which has given me many insights regarding our past and 
present world. To Mr. Orvin, I         appreciate you making          each class 
full of laughter. To Mr. Clark, I appreciate your organization and connection 
to today’s current events. To Dr. Teseniar, I appreciate your chill, yet 
passionate attitude toward life. Finally, to Mr. Brehm, I appreciate the life 
advice you include in each lesson. So, hats off to the history department at 
SOA, y’all have created an outstanding department.

Erin Molony
If I could start all over, I would 

stop trying so hard. Just this year, my 
senior year, I feel like I am fully myself. 
I feel comfortable and happy. Entering 
SOA as a scared, weird sixth grader, I 
wanted to make a good impression. 
I think I would’ve made more 
relationships and better impressions if 
I didn’t force myself to be different. Of 
course no one is the same and everyone 
is unique, but I really wanted everyone 
to know I was different. Which, in turn, 
made me a tool. One of the things I loved 
most about SOA is how everyone can be 
comfortable in their own skin and do what they love fearlessly. I was 
so insecure, as most middle schoolers are. Middle school sucks. I wish 
I was less afraid. Reflecting on the past seven years is nerve wracking. 
I can’t believe how much I’ve changed. The only thing I would change 
is my attitude when I was twelve. Everything else has been a dream. 
I will miss this school dearly, and I didn’t even know how hard it 
was going to be until I was writing this essay.
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Cathie DiNicola
 If I could re-enter SOA as a sixth 

grader, I would probably appreciate my time 
more and the school that I have attended 
for the past seven years because I never 
realized how special this place is. I almost 
left multiple times, but I’m glad I stayed.  
 Overall, I would not do anything 
over. I am really happy with where I 
ended up and who I ended up becoming so 
close with. Any bad things that may have 
happened involving other people were all 
learning experiences for me, and important 
ones to remember. As much as I want to deny it to myself, I am going to 
really miss everybody from SOA and the campus I know so well. With that 
being said, I am ready to graduate and start a new chapter in my life and 
meet new people, but it’s nice to know I will have memories from the past 
seven years and people to meet up with on break.

Eva Lamar
The value of an SOA education 

is that the curriculum isn’t the only 
thing that teaches you. There are great 
academic teachers, but the experience 
I got from my major was the most 
significant part of my education.  
 The most important skill I’ve 
learned in band was stepping up and 
taking on responsibility. Initially, I was 
forced to when I had to be in charge 
of a temperamental clarinet quintet 
of freshmen during my sophomore.  
 I, a bass clarinetist, was terrified 
to play a solo of any kind, but I knew I ought to get over myself and 
do it anyway. Senior year, I finally took the initiative to do something, 
setting up vocalist auditions for Jump, Jive, and Wail with Brae and 
Caroline. I never thought I would have the resolve to do anything 
myself, and I’m glad I was given the opportunity.

Alanna Nickles
SOA has created a really 

unique experience that a select 
group of students have been 
fortunate enough to be a part of.  
 This school cultivates an artistic 
environment while simultaneously 
recognizing how important it is to 
involve art in the academic classroom. 
For many students, they will never get 
to create a high school thesis, be able 
to write, produce and direct their own 
plays with little out-of-pocket expenses 
or become a published author at eighteen years old. I consider myself 
so fortunate to have been able to go to an arts-infused elementary 
school, also started by SOA’s founder Rose Maree Myers, and 
transition straight into School of the Arts. Art is a reflection on how 
we perceive the world, and I think that is one of the most important 
ideas that we, as still developing young adults, can be exposed to.  
 Growing up in an art-infused environment changes the way 
that we perceive the world. It gives us a better understanding of the 
world and all of the many perspectives and ideas that exist within it. 
SOA has allowed us to learn these lessons and to learn that accepting 
new and different perspectives is not only good but necessary in order 
to carry out a harmonious existence, even if we do not agree with 
said perspectives. This school has seen the sharing of a lot of diverse 
opinions from its students and has allowed its students to voice those 
opinions and turn a listening ear to them. This school, like all schools, 
is not perfect, but this school is doing something invaluable for its 
student population, and I hope it continues to enlighten and inspire its 
students long into our country’s uncertain future.

Chelsea Savage
SOA has taught me to become 

more understanding and to have a broader 
view of the world. My education has 
given me the ability to express my own 
thoughts and form well-educated opinions 
about social and political events that I 
probably would not have been interested 
in before. It has also given me the ability 
to be able to keep my own schedule.  
 Because I was working a job, 
participating in a sport, and taking 
challenging classes, I was forced to keep a 
detailed calendar and stay on top of things, 
so I could be sure not to commit to too many 
things at the same time. Without having 
so many activities, I would not have the organizational skills I have after 
attending this school for seven years.

Karen Mendes
The only image I had of American 

schools were American movies. When I 
found out I was moving to the United States, 
the only thing I could imagine was that I was 
going to study at a school like Mean Girls.  
 Yes, it was very stereotypical. My first 
day of school was pretty traumatic.  It was 
so frustrating to see all these people trying 
to talk to me, but I couldn’t do anything 
because I did not know how or what to say.   
 After a few months, I started 
getting English, or at least some part 
of it. The perks of not knowing the language helped me get rid of 
some school assignments. At least, that was the good part. Before 
moving to America, I was scared of losing the people I was leaving 
behind. I thought I was never going to be able to find friends like that.  
 It was all a lie. I couldn’t be more grateful for everything I have 
been able to experience or the people I have met. At the end, I can surely 
say that SOA has become a stage of my life that I’m never going to forget.
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Morgan Bronk Lutz

I hope to open a dance studio 
one day. However, it will not be a 
traditional studio, since I want to 
create a space that will let me provide 
dance therapy to those in need.  
 I envision it as a space where I 
can provide dance and aquatic therapy to 
people with disabilities, just like me. Some 
might think that having special needs has 
held me back, but it has just made me work 
harder than others around me, forced me 
to develop strong coping strategies, and 
taught me to take creative approaches in life. I will design the studio space 
for people with disabilities. I picture it as a place for dancing on land and 
dancing in the water, since this combined approach could help disabled 
people by easing pain, providing exercise, boosting self-confidence, and 
allowing for artistic self-expression. I am in a unique position to open a 
therapy studio because in addition to dance, I have been swimming all 
my life. I began as a competitive swimmer and then earned my American 
Red Cross certifications in lifeguarding, CPR, AED, and First Aid.  
 I also earned my United States Masters Swimming Adult Learn 
to Swim instructor certification, the Safe Sitter Babysitting certification, 
and completed the Darkness to Light child abuse prevention training. I 
am currently employed as a professional lifeguard, swim instructor, and 
camp counselor. I enjoy teaching people of all ages. I also have experience 
working alongside my mom, who is an Aquatics Coordinator, and my dad, 
who is an Athletic & Aquatics Director. I have worked with my parents 
in the pool during many aquatic therapy sessions for special needs kids.  
 I’ve gotten to help amazing kids with autism, Downs Syndrome, and 
blindness.  It is heartwarming to see how these kids benefit from movement 
instruction in the water. As a person who is disabled myself, I relate well to 
all kinds of people, especially to those who have had to overcome obstacles.  
 I want to use my kinesthetic strengths in dancing and swimming 
to bring out the best in my future clients at my dance therapy studio one 
day.

Eden Teichman
Within the first day of teacher 

monitoring the deaf program at SOA, the 
culture and environment that I had walked 
into created more of an impact on me than 
any of the other classes I had taken within 
the last seven years of my SOA education. 
I was monitoring a sixth grade classroom, 
and the students were happier than anyone 
I had run into that day. They were doing the 
most challenging science lesson, and yet, the 
students still found ways to find humor in 
the simple actions of their classmates, while 
continuing to learn each vocabulary word with much rigor. Within this 
quick observation, I had already learned two lessons. The deaf program 
at SOA is a rare example of a program that students actually want to go 
to every day. Eight percent of hearing parents with deaf children sign, 
and the access to other people who can speak sign language is extremely 
limited. Therefore, the SOA deaf program is not only an educational 
system, it’s a way for deaf people to communicate and ultimately grow 
a new family. I also learned was how important information is to these 
children. As hearing people, we are constantly bombarded with stories 
and facts that are overheard on the radio, television, or in public. We 
take for granted knowledge that those who have trouble hearing do not 
have access to. School and learning should be looked at as a gift, not as a 
chore. By teaching myself sign language for fun, I learned how important 
this lesson really was. The more I valued this new language, the happier I 
became with studying and the more time I devoted to this new interest. If 
you’re interested, I highly advise: LEARN SIGN LANGUAGE!:)))) You’ll 
be happier.

Fred Horton
It’s absolutely crazy to think 

that I have been at School of the Arts since 
sixth grade. I have done so many things 
in the last seven years, so I can’t even 
imagine all the things I will do in the next 
ten years, which is a long time. As of right 
now, in 2027, I would like to be working 
with an international architecture firm.  
 I want to be able to change the 
world through architectural design and 
maybe even leave an impact in the world 
of architecture or even in the course of 
history. It would be pretty cool to have a style named after me.  I felt that 
the best way to start this endeavor was to attend the Rhode Island School 
of Design. There, I will have opportunities to immerse myself in the world 
of art and design. The ultimate problem I want to solve in the world using 
architecture is to fix the commuter train system in the United States. We 
are so behind compared to Europe and Asia, and it would also be better for 
the environment. I think the whole country would benefit with a faster and 
nicer train system, including beautiful train stations all over the country.  
 However, I am interested in so many different mediums and styles 
of art that I feel like it will be hard for me to go down one design-oriented 
path. The great thing about RISD is that I will be able to take other courses 
in different art majors so that I can further explore and create my own style. 
Maybe another goal of mine in more than 10 years in the future will be starting 
an art collective that would encompass multiple fields of design (architecture, 
industrial design, graphic design, textiles, fashion, etc.). I’m so excited to 
see what there is to come and to explore the new opportunities ahead.    
 I can’t wait to start solving problems in architecture and design and 
hopefully in the end create a better world, even though it most likely will 
take more than the next 10 years to accomplish this goal, but who knows.

Elizabeth Hanf
I think the most important 

thing I’ve learned during my years at 
SOA is, as cliche as it sounds, to just 
be yourself. Even in this artsy, creative 
place, there are still people who judge 
you for basically anything.  
 No matter where you are in 
life, the unfortunate truth is that there 
are always going to be jerks who judge 
you and bother you.  
 I’ve changed my mind- the 
biggest thing I’ve learned is to LOVE YOURSELF. You can’t get 
anywhere if you don’t love the skin you’re in or the person that’s 
inside it. Self love is the most important thing to have, especially 
at this age. In all honesty, high school is stupid. So much seems to 
happen in this small, miniscule slice of life.  
 You can learn so much, and most of what you learn is outside 
of the classroom. You can’t please everyone because everybody has 
different standards and ideas of what is right. Perfection is a myth 
so don’t tire yourself out by chasing a ghost. Happiness comes with 
acceptance.  
 You don’t know everything, and you don’t have to. Nobody 
can tell you what or how to think. You are not made of clay; nobody 
can mold or form you.  
 So I guess this is a couple things I’ve learned.
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Jack Stalcup

In elementary school, a lot of 
teachers took interest in me. I made A’s or 
B’s on any test, but flat out refused to do 
any homework. I didn’t understand why 
we did it, and I hated that I was never given 
a real explanation on why we had to do it, 
which made me ignore it just as much.  
 Eventually I was told we would 
have to keep the information in our heads. 
I thought that was idiotic, as I could pass 
the test without needing the lesson itself 
to begin with. This is what happens when 
you are a stubborn know-it-all. While this attitude might last through 
middle school, eventually it caught up with me. I hadn’t had the foundation 
I needed because I figured if I could pass the test, why should I listen to 
my teacher? It was tenth grade when this idea started to backfire and I 
was failing. Thankfully, though, I had someone looking out for me: Mr. 
Clark. After school everyday I was in his classroom. My step-mom could 
only pick me up around 5, and no busses went out to the fine suburbs, 
the Lakes of Summerville. We talked and he would help me if I asked for 
it. Or he would force me to do his work for half an hour if I was failing.  
 He is the biggest influence in my academic career, from all the 
wisdom and lessons he’s taught me. I will definitely remember him for 
the rest of my life, and I think the feeling is mutual. At least I hope it 
is! Either way, he has definitely been like a father to me during a time I 
needed one. I’m eternally grateful for that.

Chris Beckley
The most valuable part about my 

educational experience at School of the 
Arts did not come from any particular 
lesson or class. It came in the form of the 
passion certain teachers brought to the 
material they taught. That enthusiasm 
and excitement of getting to acquaint 
young minds with complex or intriguing 
subjects is what I will remember.  
 For teachers, shaping the future 
is one of the few benefits in their line of 
work. The one’s who truly understand the gravity and responsibility 
that comes with that opportunity have forever made an impact 
on me. School of the Arts’ teachers have passed their love of 
knowledge on to me and I, in turn, will take that out into the world.  
 In whatever I do to change the world, I will always be able 
to trace my roots back to classroom discussions and lessons with 
the finest teachers in the nation.

Cinthia Arreola
I have been at SOA since the 

sixth grade, and reflecting upon all 
those years as a senior, I am unable to 
process the idea that it has all come to 
an end. My years at SOA have honestly 
shaped the person I have become today.  
 All of this is thanks to my friends, 
my teachers, and the guidance department, 
who, despite being in charge of the whole 
school, have dedicated their time to answer 
my questions and help me in everything 
they could. I am so blessed to have had the 
opportunity of attending an amazing school that has allowed me the 
privilege of meeting and working with amazingly talented individuals.  
 Although being a small school, SOA is a cohort of different 
personalities and individuality not found in any other school. There is 
honestly not a specific thing I can reflect upon because I am who I am 
because of this school and these amazing people. Thank you to the science 
and math department for sparking and shaping my interest in in the 
Medical field. Thank you to the librarians that have always been so kind 
and helpful in recommending me a good book. Thank you to the janitors 
for always keeping the school clean and picking up after us. Thank you 
to the school nurses for their dedicated care. Thank you to the cafeteria 
staff for always making sure we had a good meal. Thank you to all the 
academic teachers for the patience and valuable work. Thank you to 
administration for keeping us in check. Thank you to guidance for always 
being there for us (shout out to Mr. Holt for believing in me always!).  
 Thank you to my art teachers, Mrs. Nichols, Ms. Cimballa, and 
Mr. Moore for strengthening my skills and shaping my individuality. 
Thank you to my Visual Arts class for their friendship and for being so 
amazingly gifted with unique talent. Thank you to all of my friends for 
literally everything. I am so happy to say that these past seven years at 
SOA have become so significant and important to me. One is very lucky 
to call SOA their home. I sure am.

Rory Corcoran
 *insert cliche musical ideas here.*  

 Ah, tricky question as I’m 
still trying to piece together what 
I’m gonna do in the next coming 
months, and my day to day life, as 
well, through living in the present.  
 In 2027, I will (hopefully) have 
wrapped up my degree nicely in Music 
Business emphasis in Music Production 
up in the great city of Nashville, TN, 
and would hope to get a start working in 
the industry in one capacity or another.  
 I’m not precisely sure at the moment what I’d like to do 
with that degree, but I’m excited to see where it can take me 
and what sorts of possibilities and paths it opens for myself.  
 It would be nice to own some sort of music store/company, 
work on music production, become a touring musician, or any 
facet I can work on to be involved in something I love so much.  
 As well in the next ten years, I’d like to be making 
music with friends and those I care about on some sort of basis 
(whether casual or professionally), and wherever that takes me 
I’d just be happy to go along on the ride and spread the music.  
 I’d like to do some charity work as well in some sort 
of relation to music. It’s one of the most therapeutic things 
out there, in my opinion, and being able to do good for 
people and give back as well is something important to me.  
 I suppose an altruistic lifestyle is something I’d like to have, as 
well. 
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Luke Gair
In ten years, I hope that everything in my life will have fallen into place by then. When I am twenty-

eight years old, I want to wake up and know that I will go to my office and be content with my career. 
Although I am unsure as to what that career may be, I am thinking about going into law, psychology, or 
creative writing. For the longest time, I have always loved to explore new places, so I hope my job will take 
me to a city or somewhere I have not been before. Being a lawyer is certainly a career path I would love to go 
down, but law school is expensive, so if I ever become a lawyer it will be a little after I get my undergraduate 
degree. I want to help people, so know that no matter my job, I’ll be involved in a career assisting others. 

Kellen Gatton
When I first set out to write this essay, I wanted to write something profound and inspiring. 

I wanted to be funny and honest and tell of all of my experiences walking these familiar halls for the 
past seven years and all of the incredible people I have come to know. However, I do not believe that 
all of these things would fit in the designated 300 words. But I do feel obligated to acknowledge the 
profound impact that the latter half of my life has had on this soon-to-be graduate. It may seem cliche 
and slightly overdramatic, but my time at SOA has been the most cherished time of my life thus far. 
Through my years at SOA, I have been able to travel the country and world, I have made friends and 
memories to last a lifetime, and along the way, those experiences have made me into the person I am today.  
 To the mentors, Ms. Cimballa, Ms. Crawford, Dr. Cusatis, Ms. Fairchild, Mr. 
Lindgren, Ms. Passarello, Mr. Rogers, Mr. Short, and Ms. Zerbst-- whether I have been 
your student for the majority of my time at this school or whether I recently became your 
student this year, know that you have all taught me things far beyond the classroom and for that I am forever grateful.  
 To my fellow graduates-- I can’t believe we made it. I am so lucky to have been surrounded by such 
wonderfully talented people for the past seven years and I am so thankful for each of the friendships we have 
formed as they have motivated me and pulled me up from the times that life has pushed me down. So thank you.   
 And to the rest of SOA and the underclassmen I leave behind-- know that you have also 
made a huge impact on my life, and I hope that you learn not to take this place for granted.  
 Whenever I would tell someone that I attended the same school with the roughly the same students since sixth grade, it was always 
followed by, “Why didn’t you leave after middle school?” Now as I stand convincing myself that I am ready to begin the next chapter of 
my life, I can honestly say that I stayed because I couldn’t imagine myself anywhere else with anyone else. Thank you, Class of 2017, for 
making me into the person I am today. And thank you, SOA, for giving me a place to always call home. 
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We love you very much and are so proud of 
your hard work and accomplishments!

Forever on your side!
 

Dad, Mom, and Kylie

Michael Ashley Seay
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What is the most important thing you’ve learned at SOA?

Tessa Abedon: There’s more than one way to 
skin a cat in a box. It might not be there. I think 
that’s like a chemistry thing or something. 
I dunno. I didn’t learn much from that class. 
Angie Agafonovas: 
Studying makes a difference. 
Nina Agafonovas: Do it, but don’t get caught. 
Shelby Aiken-Dietz: How to study.
Caroline Ainsworth: The most important 
thing I have learned at SOA is to value the arts. 
I have developed a much deeper appreciation 
for them and have realized that they are 
necessary for society to survive. Each art major 
brings all different types of people a certain 
degree of joy, whether they realize it or not. 
David Andrews: How to be  
presentable and well liked by others. 
Cinthia Arreola: I’ve learned 
that one has the capability of great 
accomplishments and that hard work is 
valuable work that pays off tremendously.  
Michael Ashley Seay: SOA has taught me a lot 
of valuable lessons that I hope to carry through 
life. I 
believe that 
out of the 
many, the 
lesson of 
originality 
has been 
the most 
important. 
SOA has 
taught me 
that it is 
okay to be 
y o u r s e l f 
and that 
you will 
forever be 
a c c e p t e d 
for you, 
r a t h e r 
than who 
you pretend to be. 
Chris Beckley: Being dependable, honest, 
kind, and bolster the integrity of your character. 
Audrey Bowman: I have learned that it is 
better to keep your opinions to yourself because 
if your opinions go against the majority, you 
are shut down harshly. I learned to overlook, 
to forgive, and to practice grace and peace.   
Janie Brandon: The most important 
thing I’ve learned at SOA is that if you want 
to make good grades then you’re gonna 
have to take the time to teach yourself. 
Nicholas Brandon: I learned that you 
don’t have to pretend to be something you 
are not. That you should always be yourself 
and not care about what others think.  
Small dream or occupation, we all want to 
change the world for the better. We speak out 
for what we believe in and fight for what we 
want.

Daphne Brion: I would say my most important 
takeaway from my experience at SOA is there’s 
no talent too big and no dream too small. 
Everyone at SOA is different in talent and looks 
but everyone here has the same overall drive. 
We all want success in what we love, and what 
we love isn’t small. People here don’t have 
a small dream or occupation, we all want to 
change the world for the better. We speak out for 
what we believe in and fight for what we want. 
Morgan Bronk Lutz: The most important 
things I’ve learned at SOA are an exploration 
in performance, choreography, technique, 
composition, dance anatomy, 0inquiry/dance 
research writing, pedagogy, Somatics, dance 
for camera, aesthetics, arts collaboration, 
dance history, and arts advocacy. 
William Busher: The most important 
thing I’ve learned at SOA is that you need 
to be accepting of everyone and learn to get 
along and work together with each other. 
Caroline Case: The school parking lot in the 
morning is the best place to do homework. 

Andrew Coffman:I’ve learned 
a lot more about myself, and 
about how to interact with others. 
Bridget Conley: SOA has 
reinforced the idea that hard 
work pays off in big ways, both 
in music and academics. I’ve also 
learned how to be a more open-
minded and collaborative student 
who is conscientious of keeping a 
healthy balance (or at least I try to). 
Claire Conway: I’ve learned 
the importance of balancing my 
time and not taking on more than 
I can handle... I haven’t figured 
out how to put it into practice yet. 
Lydia Cook: The most important 
thing i’ve learned at SOA is the value 
of having different types of friends 
from all social standings, SOA has 
truly taught me how 

to appreciate each type of person 
no matter where they come from 
or who they are. SOA has taught 
me that even though some people 
may think you’re “weird” there’s 
always other people in the world 
like you and it’s unfair to judge 
others without knowing their story.  
Peyton Corder: The most 
important thing I’ve learned at 
SOA is how to have good sense of 
self-esteem. Although, it might 
just be the fact that I’m no longer a 
fourteen-year-old with extreme acne 
or that I know how to use eyeliner 
now but as a senior at SOA, I respect 
myself way more than I did entering 
as a freshman. Not to say that I don’t 
have acne anymore because that 
would be a blatant lie.

Harrison Dahabi:  Life is a lot of work, 
don’t overstress yourself, and remember 
to take a break every once in awhile. 
Emily Dail: Give it your all. 
Sarah DeLoach: Define who you 
are and what you stand for then never 
let anyone persuade you to change. 
Cathie DiNicola: I think the most important 
thing that I learned was that you can’t be 
afraid of what people think of you, and you 
have to do things for yourself. At some point 
you won’t be able to please everybody, and 
sometimes it is okay to put yourself first. 
Christopher Do: The most important 
thing that I’ve learned at SOA is acceptance 
and respect. Every student has his/her own 
major, talent, and uniqueness that makes 
SOA an accepting and positive environment. 
Jacob Edmondson: Be yourself.  
Abby Edwards: Being an artist is so much 
more than being a painter, actor, singer, 
etc. Although there are moments when I 
hate my major, SOA has given me the skills 
to problem solve and innovate in fields that 
at a first glance might not seem artistic. 
Reese Fischer: That there are people in 
this world who don’t totally suck. I mean, 
yeah, some people here suck, too. But for 
the most part, I could not have asked for a 
more tolerant, kind, and accepting group of 
peers. It gives me hope for The Real World™. 
Nick Fisher: The most important thing I’ve 
learned in my years at SOA, is that sometimes 
people need to be reminded that their 
opinions are thoughts and not doctrines. 
Ben Foster: The most important 
thing that I’ve learned at SOA is 
to respect other people’s opinions. 
Annika Gadson: My experience at 
SOA has taught me so much. But, most 
importantly to always be prepared 
for any curveballs life may throw. 
Luke Gair: I have learned that if I am 

passionate about 
something I should 
show it. SOA has been 
a great environment 
to grow up in and 
I will always be 
appreciative of it.   
Kellen Gatton: The 
value of knowledge 
is not confined to 
a number grade. 
Chase Godwin: You 
have to take some 
punches, and you 
have to throw some 
back a little harder. 
S e l e n a 
Gonterman: You 
actually have to try 
sometimes. 
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Brittanie Hammond: Time 
goes by fast so enjoy the moment! 
Caroline Hamrick: I’ve learned the only way 
to progress is to find independence and not worry 
about what other people think. Being yourself is 
the only way to live a successful and happy life. 
Ariel Hills: I think the most important 
thing I’ve learned being at SOA is time 
management. Classes are a little bit harder 
than regular high schools so I think by being 
a part of SOA I’ve adapted a better work ethic 
that will really be beneficial in the future. 
Mariah Hogan: I have learned that 
it’s important to always have goals. 
Ronnie Hord: Education 
in the arts is a necessity.  
Fred Horton: I learned that doing your 
homework is the best way of having good grades.  
Tyler Horton: Follow your passions 
and stick to what brings you happiness. 
Sarah Hunter: The most important 
thing that I learned as an SOA student was 
to respect myself and trust my decisions. 
Sydney Huss:  It isn’t always easy, 
but somehow we make it all work. 
Jamie Jacobs: I’ve learned how 
to be independent in my studies. 
Caroline Johnson: The most important 
thing that I have learned at SOA 
is the value of new experiences. 
I came to SOA as a sophomore 
and the ideas, people, and places 
I have been exposed to have 
been unlike any other that I had 
experienced before and they have 
changed the way I see the world. 
Caroline Keinath: SOA has 
taught me how to manage 
my time, work hard, have fun 
and to be confident in myself. 
Cheyenne King: That Alan J. 
Brehm is very real and every warning 
you hear is to be taken seriously. 
Taylor Kornegay: Anything is 
possible though the power of RedBull.  
Cheyenne Koth:       The  
importance      of line breaks. 
Nina Kremser: The most important 
thing I have learned at SOA is to 
appreciate others for who they are. 
Eva Lamar: I’ve learned that it doesn’t 
matter how bad your English II teacher is, 
as long as your AP Lang teacher is great. 
Tori Lancaster: The most important 
thing I’ve learned from SOA is that the 
people you wish you were as smart as will 
probably end up at the same college as you. 
April LaRoche: I learned that being 
confident in yourself and your abilities 
is key to accomplishing anything.  
Indira Lessington: To be yourself, and to 
not let people’s decision influence what you do. 
Darian Lopes: I have learned how to 
be more accepting and understanding. 
Robert Maierle: Don’t give cops permission 
to search your car if they ask for it (Thanks Brehm).

Jack Marino: You can be a lot more true to yourself 
here than you can at any other school, and although 
relationships and friendships get complicated by your 
senior year it’s important to keep good friends close. 
Matthew Masse: Continuous to practice 
at the thing you love so it makes you reach 
a level you once dreamt of achieving.  
Karen Mendes: What is the most important 
thing you’ve learned at SOA? English.  
Brae Mitchell: The most important thing I’ve 
learned at SOA is to manage my time wisely. 
Erin Molony:  The most important thing I’ve learned 
at SOA is that heels with socks is not a good look. 
Mckayla Nesmith: The most important thing I 
have learned at SOA is to not be afraid of staying true 
to yourself. No matter the pressure you feel or the 
opportunities you get, do not change who you are to 
achieve something that may not be worth your time. 
Alanna Nickles: I think SOA really taught me 
how and when I needed to push myself to get the 
results that I wanted, whether it is getting a high 
grade or creating the right character for a play. 
While keeping that in mind, my SOA experience 
also taught me that it is okay to ask for help when 
you truly need it. If you do not recognize that we 
all need help sometimes, you will exhaust yourself 
to the point of mental and physical breakdown. 
Cecelia Ostapeck: The most important thing I’ve 

l e a r n e d 
at SOA is 
acceptance, 
both of 
others and 
y o u r s e l f . 
J o n a h 
Paquette  
: How to 
m a n a g e 
my time 
effectively.  
L a c h l a n 

Quertermous: SOA has given me the strength 
to accept my individuality in all aspects of my life.  
Chloe Ray: Multitasking. 
Emily Rea: South Carolina’s math standards 
are much lower than national math standards. 
Elizabeth Riddle: The most important 
thing I’ve learned at SOA is that you 
should never trust school lunches.’ 
Carson Rosenbaum: Be yourself 
and don’t be afraid to try new things. 
Dean Rudes: I don’t know; it’s definitely 
helpful to have learned about car insurance stuff. 
Channing Rumph: We are all unique and 
SOA is the perfect place to express yourself.  
Claire Sanford: I’ve learned how important 
it is to have a passion. It gives life a purpose 
I didn’t understand before I got here at SOA. 

Chelsea Savage: I’ve learned not to worry 
about the small things. If you don’t get the 
part you auditioned for or didn’t get the 
best grade on an assignment or test that you 
studied a lot for, it’s just one part of your 
life and it won’t affect you for that long. 
If you just keep moving and trying for the 
next opportunity, there will always be one 
available for you and you will find success. 
Haley Schmidt: The most important thing 
I’ve learned at SOA is to never stress the small 
stuff. School work is important, but being 
worried about it all the time won’t help you. 
Kate Sherman: Sounds trite, but 
I’ve learned not to care what other 
people think of me. I really, really don’t 
care anymore, and it’s very freeing. 
Natalie Sinclair: Every high schooler 
knows trying to go from the academic building 
to the art building is nearly impossible when 
the middle schoolers are running high speed 
with deadly rolling backpacks. The most 
important thing I’ve learned is you just have 
to push right through them, they only weigh 
like 80 pounds, they’ll move out of the way. 
Jaleaya Solomon: I have learned that being 
different is apart of being who you are and 
there is nothing better than being yourself. 
Katie Sommons:  You can tell 
the doctor you won’t be returning 
and get the whole day excused.  
Bailey Southard: The most important 
lesson SOA has taught me is how to stand 
up for what you believe in and fight for it. 
Michael Strange: Responsibility and you 
can only work hard to get what you want. 
Eden Teichman: I’ve learned 
that people who are more accepting 
of others, aka Bernie Sanders, are 
loved more passionately and greatly.  
Amy  Trainor: Patience and acceptance 
have by far been the two most important 
lessons I have learned at SOA. Everyone 
comes from different backgrounds and 
not everyone has the same lifestyle as you, 
and in order to lead you must be patient 
and believe in the efforts of others. Also, 
understanding and accepting people for who 
they are is just part of being a good human.   
Alexandria  Vanderpool: 
Be careful who you trust.  
Ashton Van Deusen: The most important 
thing I have learned during my time at 
SOA is that you shouldn’t be afraid to be 
yourself. I see students on a daily basis 
who are expressing themselves in the most 
creative and amazing ways possible and 
they are being their true selves. I think 
that’s the most beautiful part about SOA.  
Jordan Vandygrift: I 
should doubt myself less.  
Aurelyn Van Kirk:  It only 
matters as much as you want it to. 
Nigel Walker: SOA has provided me with 
guidance to express my natural creativity. 
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Tessa Abedon: “Which Abedon are 
you?” - literally ever teacher I’ve ever had. 
Angie Agafonovas: “Sometimes 
the smallest things take up the most 
room in your heart” - Winnie the Pooh 
Nina Agafonovas: “YOLO, right?” 
Shelby Aiken-Dietz: 
“You can do anything 
you set your mind to.” 
-Benjamin Franklin 
Caroline Ainsworth: 
“Let all that you do 
be done in love.”- 1 
Corinthians 16:14 
Cinthia Arreola: “We 
warriors of light must 
be prepared to have 
patience in difficult 
times and know that the 
universe is conspiring in 
our favor, even though 
we may not understand 
how.” - Paulo Coelho 
The Alchemist 
Michael Ashley 
Seay: “Someone who 
did the best she could 
with the talent she 
had.” –JK Rowling 
Chris Beckley:  
“Picasso is dead. Steve Jobs is dead. Disney 
is dead… We’re one race, the human race, 
we’re a blip in the existence of the universe 
and we’re constantly trying to pull each 
other down... I feel I can make a difference 
while I’m here. I feel I can make a difference 
through my skill set.” --Kanye West 
Bowman Audrey: “Be a best friend, 
tell the truth, overuse ‘I love you,’ go to 
work, do your best, don’t outsmart your 
commonsense, never let your praying knees 
get lazy, and love like crazy.” -Lee Brice 
Janie Brandon: “Healthy, Stealthy, Celery.” 
Nicholas Brandon: “I 
didn’t do anything wrong.”  
Daphne Brion: “Never let it be said 
that to dream is a waste of one’s time, for 
dreams are our realities in waiting. In 
dreams, we plant the seeds of our future.”  
Morgan Bronk Lutz: “Dance is the hidden 
language of the soul of the body,” once 
said by choreographer Martha Graham. 
William Busher: “What’s behind 
you doesn’t matter” -Enzo Ferrari 
Andrew Coffman: “I am but 
a loose collection of memes.” 
Bridget  Conley: “The important thing is never 
to let oneself be guided by the opinion of one’s 
contemporaries; to continue steadfastly on one’s 
way without letting oneself be either defeated by 
failure or diverted by applause.” – Gustav Mahler 
Claire Conway: “You are a fearless 
little woman.” -Sterling Windham 
Lydia Cook: “No Dr.Cook is not my mother”

Caroline Case: “If you pray enough, you can 
change yourself into a cat person.” - Angela Martin 
Rory Corcoran: “And I knew exactly 
what to do. But in a more real sense, I 
had no idea what to do” - Michael Scott 
Peyton Corder: “Sometimes you gotta 

work a little to ball a lot,” 
Tom Haverford. This quote 
describes my life because I’ve 
worked hard to become the 
#nastywoman I am today.  
Harrison Dahabi: “Ughh 
straight people, why can’t they 
control themselves.” -Alec 
Lightwood, City of    Heavenly   Fire 
Emily Dail: Psalm 
149:3  “Let them praise 
His name with dancing.” 
Sarah DeLoach: “What is 
it you plan to do with your 
one wild and precious life?” 
Cathie DiNicola: “I have no 
idea what I’m doing, but I know 
I’m doing it really really well.” 
-Andy Dwyer Parks and Rec 
Christopher Do: 
“It is what it is”. 
Jacob Edmondson: 
“Go Green.” - Ethan Klein 
Abby Edwards:  “A 

problem from hell.” -Samantha Power 
Reese Fischer: “It ain’t what you don’t 
know that gets you into trouble. It’s what you 
know for sure that just ain’t so.” - Mark Twain 
Nick Fisher: “You go your way, and I 
go mine, but as for the right way, the true 
way, and the only way, it doesn’t exist.” 
Ben Foster: “Go big or go home.” 
Annika Gadson: “Around here, however, 
we don’t look 
backwards for very 
long. We keep 
moving forward, 
opening new doors 
and doing new 
things, because 
we’re curios…and 
curiosity keeps 
leading us down 
new paths. Keep 
Moving Forward” 
-Walt Disney 
Luke Gair: 
“Artists are 
the emotional 
historians of 
the world.” –
Richard Blanco  
Kellen Gatton: 
“I may not have 
gone where 
I intended to go, but I think I ended up 
where I needed to be.” -Douglas Adams, Up 

Selena: Gonterman  “The 
greatest luxury is being free.” 
Brittanie Hammond: ”Kindness is 
the language which the deaf can hear 
and the blind can see.” - Mark Twain 
Caroline Hamrick: “SLATT” –Young Thug 
Ariel Hills: “Believe in the silver lining.” 
Mariah Hogan: “I think it’s important 
for girls to be confident. Believe in yourself 
and... everybody’s hot.” -Paris Hilton  
Ronnie Hord: “I play the 
bassoon...not the oboe.” 
Fred Horton: “Who’s to say?” –Robert Maierle 
Tyler Horton: “You are your own 
leader, salvation, and promised 
land. Go forth and fulfill yourself.” 
Sarah Hunter: If there was a quote 
that described me, it would be by Eleanor 
Roosevelt. She once said “No one can make 
you feel inferior without your consent.” 
Sydney Huss: Praise God 
from whom all blessings flow!!!! 
Jamie Jacobs: “I love the Vocal Department.” 
Caroline Johnson: “I wish there was a 
way to know you were in the good old days 
before you actually left them.” -Andy Bernard 
Caroline Keinath: “I’m too busy 
working on my own grass to notice 
if yours is greener.”     - Anonymous  
Cheyenne King: “Bury me in cat litter 
so they’ll know how fresh I stepped.” 
Taylor Kornegay: “Everything you do along 
your journey contributes to where you are going.” 
Cheyenne Koth: “My gut is telling me no... 
but my gut is also very hungry.” -Gob Bluthe 
Nina Kremser: “Do not be overcome by evil, 
but overcome evil with good.” Romans 12:21 
Eva Lamar: “Life doesn’t imitate art. It 
imitates bad television.” - Woody Allen 

What is a quote you would like to be remembered by?
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Tori Lancaster: 
“It’s astounding how 
much I don’t know” 
-Chelsea Handler 
April LaRoche: 
“All that glitter is 
gold, only shooting 
stars break the 
mold.” –SmashMouth 
Indira Lessington: 
“For every dark night 
there is a brighter 
day” - Tupac Shakur  
Darian Lopes: 
“ D a d r i a n . ”  
Ethan Lopez: 
“And in the end, 
the love you take is 
equal to the love you 
make.” – The Beatles 
Evan Lux: “Have 
you ever met someone 
who is both intelligent, 
and happy?” 
Robert Maierle: 
“I am who I am./ A 
coincidence no less 
unthinkable/ than 
any other.” –Wislawa 
Szymborska “Among the Multitudes” 
Jack Marino: “There are those who 
look at things the way they are, and ask 
why... I dream of things that never were, 
and ask why not?” - Robert Kennedy 
Karen Mendes: “Sorry, 
I don’t speak English” 
Brae Mitchell: “Anyone who takes the time 
to be kind is beautiful” - Richelle E. Goodrich 
Erin Molony: “[this wine] has sort 
of an oaky afterbirth.” -Michael Scott 
Cecelia Ostapeck: “Don’t 
reach for the stars, grab them.” 

M c k a y l a 
N e s m i t h : 
I want to be 
remembered 
by Philippians 
4:13 “I can 
do all things 
through Christ 
who gives me 
strength” This 
Bible verse 
has gotten me 
through so 
many tough 
times over 
the years, 
without it, I 
do not know 
how I would 
have been able 
to get up in 
the morning. 
A l a n n a 
Nickles: “At 
the end of 
the day, we 
can endure 
much more 
than we think 

we can” – Frida Kahlo 
Jonah Paquette: “Center the 
majority of your thoughts around the 
things that you have control over.” 
Lachlan Quertermous: “I’m a 
simple man, I like dark haired women 
and breakfast foods.”- Ron Swanson 
Chloe Ray: “The sun will 
rise and we will try again.” 
Emily Rea: “If you are not willing and 
open to learn, then you are certainly 
available to leave.” –Robin Rogers 
Carson Rosenbaum  : “It’s not 
about letting the storm to pass. t’s 

about learning to dance in the rain.” 
Dean Rudes: How about “You don’t 
just go and find spaceships lying in 
the sand.” That’s a pretty good one. 
Channing Rumph: Bed is bae. 

Claire Sanford: “We do not remember days, 
we remember moments.” -Cesare Pavese 
Chelsea Savage: “If you can’t do great 
things, do small things in a great way.” 
Haley Schmidt: “Wherever 
you are be all there.” - Jim Elliot 
Kate Sherman: “Though she be 
but little, she is fierce.” –Shakespeare 
Emily Shorter: “People say nothing is impossible 
but I do nothing everyday.” - Winnie the Pooh 
Natalie Sinclair: ”First soprano ladies, 
I need to hear the big mamas at the opera 
house.” -Mr. Rogers (in his Italian accent) 
Jaleaya Solomon: ”I hope you 
stub your toe and fall off a cliff” 
Katie Sommons: “My presence 
is a present.” -Kanye Omari West 
Bailey Southard: “Beauty begins the moment 
you decide to be yourself” -Coco Chanel  
Michael Strange: “Don’t make noise just to 
make noise, but make noise!”-Giovanni Meli 
Eden Teichman: Just imagine “The 
Cruelty” by Trinkulus because we all know 
my peak in highschool was playing a lizard in 
Starmites. Also the start of my obsession with 
lizard politicians...but that’s another story.  
Amy Trainor: “In a world full of mattes, 
be a blinding highlight.”-Nikkitutorials  
Alexandria Vanderpool: “The best 
project you’ll ever work on is you. 

Ashton Van Deusen: “Ways to raise 
your economy grade: There is no way.” 
Aurelyn Van Kirk: “We are shaped by our 
thoughts; we become what we think.” - the Buddha
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Tessa Abedon: I’m really gonna look back in 
college and probably miss the couches in the 
creative writing room. I don’t think they have 
couches in college…I should look into that. 
Angie Agafonovas: I will miss having a 
place like SOA, where I can be as silly and 
weird as I want to and won’t be judged for it. 
Nina Agafonovas: Playing 
in an orchestra every day. 
Shelby Aiken-Dietz: The small class size. 
Caroline Ainsworth: I will miss all the 
wonderful friends I have made throughout 
the past seven years. I will miss seeing 
all of them perform in their individual 
majors, showing off their unique talents. 
David Andrews:   That one 
time I made A honor roll.  
Cinthia Arreola: I will miss spending time 
with friends and getting to see teachers and 
staff that have greatly enhanced my education.   
Michael Ashley Seay: I will definitely miss my 
friends and the relationships I built with my dance 
sisters. I hope      we stay as close as we are now. 
Chris Beckley:  I will miss Creative 
Writing. Having a private microwave, 
a couch, and unlimited conversation.  
Audrey Bowman: Listening to country music 
at lunch with my friends and theatre tech. 
Janie Brandon: I will miss the people 
here, especially my friends because is 
always so accepting and usually gets along. 
Nicholas Brandon: I will miss all the friends 
that I have made here. I learned that you 
always surround yourself with people who 
you enjoy and trust. I have many stories that 
I will never forget.  
Daphne Brion: I 
will miss the high 
school aspect.  
Morgan Bronk 
Lutz: I will miss 
how SOA has 
fostered my interest 
in choreography 
since I have been 
able to choreograph 
numerous dance 
pieces for myself 
and others and how 
I have collaborated 
with other art 
majors on campus 
including the visual 
arts department, the 
vocal department, and the theatre department. 
William Busher: The thing I will miss 
most about SOA is Jazz Band. I love the 
music we play and my fellow band members 
who are always super supportive and 
know how to have fun while working hard. 
Caroline Case: I will definitely 
miss my friends the most. 
Andrew Coffman: My friends.

Bridget Conley: I will miss my SOA family 
more than anything (fam, 
you know who you are). 
They have shaped my high 
school experience and my 
identity, and I am incredibly 
thankful to call these crazy 
people my best friends. 
Claire Conway: I’m going 
to miss being surrounded 
by all of these talented, 
driven and passionate 
young artists! I love 
my community at SOA. 
Lydia Cook: I will miss 
my major the most, for 
the past 2 years I’ve come 
into fashion class everyday 
excited to see what we will 
be doing that day. From making my first pair 
of pajamas in tenth grade with Mrs. Nichols 
to literally sewing sequins together trying to 
not break my needle in 12th grade, talking to 
everyone about their sewing struggles, trying 
to figure out how to put a button in something, 
struggling to draw croquis and trying to color 
with prisma colored markers, figuring out 
that you can’t iron silk on a cotton setting, and 
that Mrs. Baker totally knows if you ironed or 
not. My fashion class will be missed the most.  
Rory Corcoran: I’ll miss all the people within 
the 2017 graduating class. It’s been a fantastic 
experiencing in getting to know each and every one 
of them on one level or another, and I’ll miss the 
comfort I have in all of them and sense of community.  

Harrison Dahabi: 
I’ll miss all the 
incredible people I’ve 
met like the amazing 
friends I’ve made 
and the inspirational 
teachers I’ve had the 
pleasure of spending 
these years with. 
Emily Dail: I will 
miss seeing my 
friends every day.  
Sarah DeLoach:  
More than anything 
else, I will miss 
the friendships 
I cultivated with 
many incredible 
people over 

the past seven years.  
Cathie DiNicola: I’ll miss the people the most 
because I have been with almost all of them since 
sixth grade, so I have become very comfortable 
around them. Next year I have to start all over, 
which is exciting, but it is also very weird to think 
that I won’t be seeing the same faces every day.  
Jamie Jacobs: I will miss how easy it is to do 
well.

Christopher Do: I will miss the projects and 
collaborations 
the most. Very 
rarely will you 
find such a 
talented group 
of students in 
one area that 
are willing 
to not only 
work together, 
but eager to 
create artistic 
c r e a t i v i t y . 

 
Jacob Edmondson: The people. 
Abby Edwards: At no       other       school 
could         people wear the stuff 
they do here and not be bullied.  
Reese Fischer:  The 
Creative Writing class of 2017 
Nick Fisher: I will miss the close 
friends I have made here quite a lot.  
Ben Foster:  The thing that I will miss the most 
is the family environment. Nobody here wants 
someone to fail and everybody is willing to help.  
Annika Gadson: I am going to miss Dr. 
Cusatis, Mr. Short’s AP Biology course, Mrs. 
Crawford, and Mrs. Passarello. They have had 
huge impact on my educational experience. 
Luke Gair: I will miss the comfort and safe 
space that the creative writing department 
offers. I have made some of my best friends 
there and I am so appreciative of the teachers 
I have had the privilege to learn from.  
Kellen Gatton: My friends. Cathie, 
Sterling, Kathleen, and the other 150 seniors 
I have spent the past seven years growing 
up with, I am so thankful to have met you.  
Chase Godwin: I’m going to miss some 
of the people I’ve met here more than 
anything. Shoutout to all of the people 
who’ve made SOA such an experience for me. 
Selena Gonterman: Brehm.  
Brittanie Hammond: My friends 
and having some teachers that actually 
care about you on a personal level.  
Caroline Hamrick: Dr. John Cusatis. 
Ariel Hills: I’m going to miss the friends I made 
here, as cliché as that sounds. My best friends 
Mariah Hogan: The people! 
Ronnie Hord: The diverse 
curriculums and classes.  
Fred Horton: Being with my friend’s everyday. 
Tyler Horton: My fellow classmates. 
Sarah Hunter: I will miss goofing 
off with my fellow dancers every day. 
They are my friends and my family. 
Sydney Huss: AP Bio with Mr. Short. 

What will you miss most about SOA?
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Caroline Johnson: I will miss my friends the 
most. Even though I am going to college with a 
lot of them, so many people I have met at SOA 
have had a profound impact on my life and I 
will miss being able to talk to them everyday.  
Caroline Keinath: I will miss the close 
relationship our class has due to our small size 
and all the overall positive environment of SOA.  
Cheyenne King:  The 2017 
Graduates Facebook page. 
Taylor Kornegay: I’m going to miss my 
theatre class the most out of everything at 
SOA. I consider them my family and the 
greatest group of friends I’ve ever had. 
Cheyenne Koth: The 
Creative Writing class of 2017. 
Nina Kremser: I will miss the Nasty Nine. 
Eva Lamar: I will miss 
finally being in the jazz band. 
Tori Lancaster:  I will miss the morning 
freestyles in the breezeway and the opera concerts 
being performed one stall over in the bathroom. 
April LaRoche: I will miss the creative, 
crazy energy that this school is filled with! 
Indira Lessington: Mr. 
Brehm and Dr. Cusatis’s classes. 
D a r i a n 
L o p e s : 
The talent.  
E t h a n 
L o p e z : 
I will 
d e f i n i t e l y 
miss the 
ability to 
see my 
peers come 
together to 
perform or 
s h o w c a s e 
their talents, 
which is 
something 
t h a t 
can often be taken for granted. 
Evan Lux: What will I miss about SOA? Playing 
in a symphony orchestra every other day.
Robert Maierle: I will miss being surrounded 
by so many talented and driven individuals 
who care about the same things you do. 
Jack Marino: I’ll miss Anne Cimballa and 
my Visual Arts family, even though we aren’t 
all close they’re a good group of kids and it 
hasn’t been completely horrible spending 
almost 2,000 hours with them over 7 years. 
Karen Mendes: The DELICIOUS food. 
Brae Mitchell: I will miss my major the most. 
Erin Molony : I will miss seeing 
Elizabeth Riddle every day and Quizlet live. 
McKayla Nesmith: The thing that I will 
miss most about SOA is the people: the faculty, 
classmates, friends, and even some enemies. 
High school would not have been the same 
without you guys, and not seeing your faces 
everyday will take a lot of getting used to so 
than you for making life interesting.

Alanna Nickles: I think I will miss the 
artistic and accepting environment that 
was cultivated by many of the teachers 
here. We are so fortunate that we can do 
so much at this school at such a young age. 
Cecelia Ostapeck: I will miss the environment 
at SOA the most. Spending the last seven years in 
a place where acceptance and close relationships 
in classes has made me the person I am today.  
Jonah Paquette : Playing in jazz band.  
Lachlan Quertermous: My art major 
fights like siblings, I’m still coming 
to terms with the fact, I won’t see my 
dysfunctional theater family everyday. 
Chloe Ray: My creative writing class. 
Emily Rea: I’m going to miss the type of 
people that have made up my friend group 
for the past seven years because I know I will 
never find people like them anywhere else. 
Elizabeth Riddle: I will miss Erin 
Molony the most. She has been my best 
friend since sixth grade. I love you boo. 
Carson Rosenbaum: The 
lifelong friends that I made. 
Dean Rudes:  Getting to see my 
best friends every day. 

Channing Rumph:  
I’m going to miss the 
opportunity to play 
the piano everyday. 
Claire Sanford: I will 
miss the friends that I 
have made here. They 
have made the past two 
years here spectacular. 
Chelsea Savage: I’ll 
miss the familiarity. 
After seven years 
together, everyone 
knows everyone (for 
the most part), and 
it’s kind of comforting. 
Haley Schmidt:  
What I will miss 

most about SOA is its comfortable 
and welcoming atmosphere. 
Claire Seabrook: I will miss the 
familiarity, SOA is in its own little 
world. Much nicer than the real world. 
Kate Sherman: I’ll miss the breezeway and 
how integrated the school is with the outdoors. 
Similarly, I’ll miss co-leading Horticulture Club 
and tending to our garden. I’ll miss my friends 
and teachers and captaining the Quiz Bowl team. 
Natalie Sinclair: Vocal majors have had to 
suffer through way too many choreographed 
routines and rehearsals, but we always manage 
to have fun doing it. I’m definitely going to miss 
the impromptu singing on buses, in restaurants, 
through Italy, and everywhere in between. 
Jaleaya Solomon: The people. 
Bailey Southard: I will miss being in the 
same place as all of my amazing friends.  
Michael Strange: Seeing all my 
classmates and friends everyday. 

Eden Teichman: I will miss being 
surrounded by people who are all connected 
through art whom I’ve known for 7 years 
are here. How do you go from seeing them 
every day to not seeing them at all? Maybe 
only twice a year or maybe even never? 
Amy Trainor: I will miss the Nasty Nine 
(senior dance majors). We have been a cohesive 
unit of sisters since Emily, Annika, Nina, and 
Sarah joined our dance family freshmen year. 
Although we weren’t always a group of nine, 
we had a feeling there would be a smaller 
group of us. We have our moments where 
we want to scream at eachother (like we did 
when were cleaning our senior piece) but it’s 
our individual personalities that when mixed 
together create this beautiful feeling of family. 
I know when we set the stage to perform our 
final piece together I will not be crying about 
leaving SOA but rather saying goodbye to my 
sisters. I love each and every one of y’all and I 
cannot wait to see where the future takes us.  
Alexandria Vanderpool : My theater family.  
Ashton Van Deusen: I will miss feeling free 
to sing a song out of nowhere, just because I 

feel like it. I will 
miss how open 
the atmosphere 
is, how students 
can have a dance 
off in the middle 
of the cafeteria, or 
a whole musical 
breaks out once 
someone starts 
playing the 
piano. I will miss 
our freedom 
to love art.  
J o r d a n 
V a n d y g r i f t : 
Seeing my friends 
every day. Having 
fun in classes with 
them and eating 
lunch all together 
is always the best 
part of school.  

Aurelyn Van Kirk: Potential and youth 
(not necessarily from SOA but from 
time period in which SOA happened). 
Nigel Walker: I will miss 
my theater family the most. 
Maggie Wallace: The sound of 
different instruments rehearsing         
throughout           the     hallways. 
Shionnah Wallace: My partner in crime who 
helped me out even when I wasn’t attending SOA 
Shayd Williams: I’ll miss being surrounded 
by so many like-minded individuals who 
push me to challenge the world around me. 
Sterling Windham:  I will miss the Creative 
Writers. That’s about it.
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What advice do you have for underclassmen?

Tess Abedon: Last night you may have taken an 
L, but today you might bounce back. You might 
also not, if that happens just hide in the bathroom 
like I did on my second day of high school. 
Angie Agafonovas: Use your time in high 
school to figure out who and what you want 
to be by exploring new and unexpected 
opportunities. They could lead you to a 
place you’d never thought you’d end up. 
Nina Agafonovas: Chill - most of 
the time, it’s not worth the stress. 
Shelby Aiken-Dietz: There is so much to 
do senior year, but trust me, it’s worth it. 
Caroline Ainsworth: I would suggest to 
appreciate what their major teachers do for 
them, and that they are trying to help them 
reach their full potential in their artistic abilities. 
David Andrews:  Wear clothes to 
school and not rags b/c they’re “cute”. 
Cinthia Arreola: Challenge 
yourself and work hard! It pays off! 
Chris Beckley: Don’t listen 
to advice from upperclassmen. 
Audrey Bowman: Do not allow school to 
take over your 
life. Have fun. 
Janie Brandon: 
Underclassmen, 
time goes by way 
faster than you 
will ever realize so 
yes take the time 
to study and focus  
on school, but also 
make sure you’re 
having as much 
fun as you possible 
with your friends 
you have now. 
N i c h o l a s 
Brandon: I would 
say to have as much 
fun as you can 
have because you 
never know when 
it will be gone. Enjoy 
life to the fullest and just turn in your homework. 
Daphne Brion: Don’t waste time on 
small people or small minded things. No 
one can control you and you can build 
a beautiful life. It’s just high school. 
Morgan Bronk Lutz : My advice to 
underclassmen dance majors is to make sure 
that you actively take part in as many dance 
workshops, conferences, festivals, and guest 
artist opportunities as you possibly can. 
William Busher: Work hard to learn 
and get good grades but make sure 
you don’t overstress yourself. Always 
leave some time to do things you enjoy. 
Caroline Case: Go to other majors’ 
performances!! Support your classmates!! 
Andrew Coffman: Don’t take life too 
seriously, but plan ahead and be prepared.

Bridget Conley: (1) Do not take this school for 
granted. As students, we often forget how lucky 
we are to attend a school with such a talented 
and tight knit student body, great teachers, and 
worlds of opportunity. Take advantage of these 
benefits. You can come out of School of the Arts 
ready to take on the world if you work hard, be 
proactive, and seize the opportunities presented 
to you. (2) Force yourself out of your comfort 
zone. You’ll be a better person for it. 
(3) For those of you who care, don’t 
worry about competing against your 
classmates for class rank. If you push 
yourself and focus on producing the 
best possible product you can, you 
will be happy with where you end up. 
Trust me. (4) Sleep is important. So is 
mental health. Take care of yourself. 
Claire Conway: Balance. SLEEP. 
Please put your best effort into your 
work so you can look back and be 
proud of your accomplishments 
when you graduate, but try not to 
let school (or your art) come before 

taking care of 
y o u r s e l f . 
Lydia Cook:  
My advice for 
underclassmen 
would be to try 
to get to know 
everyone you 
can, especially 
the people in 
your major.  
P e y t o n 
C o r d e r : 
STUDY. Every 
day I hear 

ninth graders say their grades don’t count 
or that they’ll do better next year. UM????? 
Here’s a reality check for you, the GPA that 
gets sent your college only consists of your 
9th/10th/11th year grades. That means ⅓ 
of your GPA is ninth grade, so freshmen? 
Buckle up for a rough ride if you decided 
your grades didn’t matter this year and you’re 
ending it with a D- average. RIP your futures.  
Harrison Dahabi: This school is a sea 
of strange, artistic, crazy and amazing 
people. Be yourself and make those 
amazing people into lasting friendships  
Emily Dail: Do everything to the best of your 
ability. Give yourself goals and achieve them 
and then set new goals again. Don’t be content.

Sarah DeLoach: Question 
everything and always try your best.  
Cathie DiNicola: For rising seniors, the first 
semester is the hardest time you will go through 
because you will be busy trying to keep your 
grades up (since colleges receive 1st semester 
grades), applying to schools and for scholarships, 
and trying to make memories with friends. The 
best advice I can give is that you have to find 

a balance between school and relationships 
because this is your last year with the people 
you’ve grown super close to, so try your best not 
to not stress too much and do not let school rule 
your life. Everything happens for a reason, so 
it will all work out eventually no matter what 
Christopher Do:  Chill 
out and don’t procrastinate. 
Jacob Edmondson: Don’t stress so much. 
Abby Edwards: Work hard. Work 
really hard. Establish a strong work ethic 
now and set standards for yourself. I 
promise it will be worth it in the end. 
Reese Fischer: Chill out. Like honestly, take 
that as you need to, but calm down. There’s 
no need to be wildin’ out at fifteen. Chill.  
Nick Fisher: The only advice I can give an 
underclassman is, pursue your art. The world 
needs more sons of Dionysus and Apollo. 
Ben Foster: Relax, don’t stress out 
about school work, and have fun. 
Annika Gadson: Dear Underclassmen, it 
is important to always take care of yourself 
and manage your time very wisely. Don’t let 
anyone get in the way of your success. I wish 
you all the best in your future endeavors.  
Luke Gair: Don’t waste your time on 
someone who feeds on someone else’s 
business. I can promise you won’t regret it.    
Chase Godwin: Push yourself and even when 
it gets tough, don’t give up. It’s stereotypical, 
but I know someone needs to hear it.
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Selena Gonterman: SLEEP. I 
promise your homework will get done. 
Brittanie Hammond: Stop running 
through the breezeway. If you walk, 
you will still to the bus on time! 
Caroline Hamrick: Do not procrastinate!!!! 
Do your best to do things ahead of time 
or the second you can get it done, because 
you never know when you will end up 
needing that extra time for something else. 
Ariel Hills: Don’t take the time you have for 
granted. Hang out with your friends, go to prom, 
go out, and take any opportunity that comes 
your way. Netflix and sleep will always be there 
on your lazy days, but before you know it you’ll 
be a senior, wondering where the time has gone. 
Mariah Hogan: I would say don’t put too 
much pressure on yourself academically 
and try to make friends in all of your classes. 
R o n n i e 
H o r d : 
Get good. 
F r e d 
H o r t o n : 
Don’t do 
s t u p i d 
t h i n g s . 
T y l e r 
H o r t o n : 
There is 
n o t h i n g 
you are 
s u p p o s e d 
to be 
other than 
y o u r s e l f 
solely as an 
individual. 
S a r a h 
Hunter: If I had to tell the underclassmen two 
things, it would be to not put off work. It makes 
life so much harder to try and cram rather 
than do it when assigned. They should also not 
wait to start thinking 
about college, start with 
applications and tours 
as soon as you can, there 
will be much less stress 
in the beginning of the 
senior year. And senior 
year is stressful enough.

Sydney Huss: 
Advocate for yourself. 
The worst a teacher 
can say is “No.” 
Caroline  Johnson: 
My advice for 
underclassmen is to take 
classes you are actually 
interested in instead 
of the ones that you 
think will look better 
to colleges your senior year because you will 
definitely enjoy it more.

Caroline Keinath: Find a balance between 
your academics, arts and afterschool activities. 
Make sure to stay on top of everything, 
stay focused and plan ahead because it 
will make your life less stressful.  
Cheyenne King: Senior year is ten 
months of crying with a grilled-cheese 
sandwich at 3 AM the night before a 
Brehm test so just accept that reality now. 
Taylor Kornegay: Dear  underclassmen, 
nobody can make you feel inferior 
without your consent. You are amazing. 
Cheyenne Koth: Be gentle with 
yourself. Take time to sit and look 
around and appreciate where you are. 
Nina Kremser: Make yourself a well-
rounded person; grades are “important” 
but everything else means so much more. 
Eva Lamar:  Hey kids. If it’s not too 

late, don’t play bass 
clarinet. Play an 
instrument that’s 
allowed in jazz or orchestra. 
Tori Lancaster:  It 
probably won’t affect 
your college acceptance. 
April LaRoche: Make 
sure to love and never doubt 
yourself! Stay positive.  
Indira Lessington: To 
not follow the crowd and 
be focused on you. No 
matter what anyone else 
is doing remember what 
you go to school everyday 
for and don’t lose sight 
of that or motivation. 
Darian Lopes: 
Stay positive and 

don’t take your mind off your goals. 
Ethan Lopez : My advice would be to create 
your own experiences by what you chose to think 
and what you feel and believe. Your success 

comes from your 
mindset and 
you receive as 
much positivity 
in your life as 
you put into it. 
The more you 
let it be and the 
less you think 
negatively about 
yourself or the 
future, the more 
things begin to 
look brighter. 
Evan Lux 
:  Don’t stress 
about your social 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s 
in high school, 
the chances 

are, you will not even remember 90% of 
these people’s names the moment you leave. 

 
Robert Maierle : Get along with one 
another, it is a shame if you leave this school 
disliking the people with whom you’ve spent 

such an important part of your life. And don’t 
spend this last year moaning about wanting 
it to be over, you need to make the most of it. 
Jack Marino: Don’t take difficult or notorious 
classes in your senior year, you’ll really 
regret it. And if you have teachers you really 
enjoy, let them know it because they do a lot. 
Matthew Masse: Focus on your work. Keep at 
least a B average. Have fun. Don’t feel like you’re 
entitled cause you aren’t. Respect each other. 
Karen Mendes: Don’t forget who you are, 
where you come from, and where you are going. 
Brae Mitchell: My advice for underclassmen is 
to have fun, but don’t be stupid and get arrested. 
Erin Molony: The best work 
comes from procrastinating! 
Mckalyla Nesmith:  Underclassmen, do not be 
afraid to stand out. It is not the end of the world 
if you procrastinate (but try not to). Audition 
for EVERYTHING! You will never know if you 
never try. Also if you’re stressed get a cat (I have 
a Puff, and he’s helped me through a lot ☺). 
Alanna Nickles: Hard work does pay 
off, but know when you need to take a 
small mental vacation and just breathe. 
Cecilia Ostapeck : Don’t let your 
grades define you. It’s just a number. 
Jonah Paquette: Think before you say things.  
Lachlan Quertermous: My advice 
to underclassmen would be, to simply 
just respect your art major and use it. 
Chloe Ray: Thesis isn’t fun so prepare yourself. 
Emily Rea: Calculus is not one step up 
from pre-calculus, it’s like 10 steps up. 
Elizabeth Riddle: Underclassmen: Stop 
bringing speakers to school and playing them 
loudly. Get PE over with as soon as possible. 
Don’t start driving in the middle of the school 
year and park in people’s spots every day. Be 
nice to Mrs. Grieg if you have her. Stop being 
so angsty. Your life isn’t that bad and it’ll 
only get worse from here so enjoy your youth. 
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Carson Rosenbaum: Send in 
college applications early and be 
prepared for the stress of college. 
Dean Rudes: Being popular is not 
important at all. Don’t change who you are 
just so more people will “hang” with you. 
Channing Rumph: Take those first few years 
of high school seriously. Work hard and bring 
up your gpa 
b e c a u s e 
senior year 
is going to 
be tough 
and you’re 
going to 
want that 
high gpa to 
help you. 
C l a i r e 
Sanford: 
You do have 
to try in 
senior year. 
You cannot 
slack off 
b e c a u s e 
“Senioritis” hit you. It’ll bite 
you in the butt later if you do. 
Chelsea Savage: Manage your time. 
Procrastination just gets worse as you get older. 
Haley Schmidt: I can’t say this enough: 
don’t stress. Everything will work out. 
Do your best. Work hard. Be nice. 
Claire Seabrook: Take time for 
yourself with no distractions everyday.  
Michael Ashley Seay: I would advise 
underclassmen to keep a level head and know 
that in the end, all of the hard work and late 
nights will 
be worth it. 
T o m o r r o w 
is coming, 
so don’t sit 
back and wait 
for it to find 
you. Go find 
t o m o r r o w . 
K a t e 
S h e r m a n :  
Do your work. 
It’s worth it. I 
didn’t do much 
and it made 
everything so 
much more difficult. Seek help if you’re having 
trouble with school. Take your medicine. 
Natalie Sinclair: We go to an art school 
for a reason. Stop worrying about what you 
look like or if you “fit in.” High school at 
SOA is a petri dish full of weird things, just 
go with the flow and you’ll find your place. 

Jaleaya Soloman: Do your 
assignments because they count, and 
do not slack of in any of your work: 
procrastination does not equal graduation. 
Katie Sommons: 
f l u s h . . . . . ? 
Bailey Southard: I 
would recommend to 

study for 
your ACT/
SAT early 
so that 
you have 
time to 
i m p r o v e 
your score 
if it’s not 
w h e r e 
you want 
it to be.  
K e l l e n 
Gatton: 
Spend as much time as you can 
with your parents, especially during 
senior year. You’ll miss them 
come freshman year of college. 

Michael Strange: Play rugby. It’s fun and do 
your homework. 

Eden Teichman: Take SAT 
and ACT tests SERIOUSLY.  
Amy Trainor: My advice to 
underclassmen is get in the habit 
of doing homework the night it’s 
assigned. I have learned that 
if I put off homework the night 
before it’s due, then I most 
likely will stay up until 1:00 

am stressing about 
doing homework and 
then just never doing 
it. Also, there is a fine 
line between enjoying 
life and getting good 
grades. Teachers 
will throw curveballs 
at you. You should 
always be prepared 
for the unexpected.  
A l e x a n d r i a 
Vanderpool : 
Don’t waste your 
time worrying about 
relationships that 

you know won’t last. Grades 
are more important right now. 
Ashton Van Deusen: My 
advice to underclassmen is to 
cherish the time you spend at 
this school. We don’t appreciate 
it and we complain a lot and 
then next thing we know it’s 
over. Stay away from drama! 
Don’t let drama get in the way 
of you having the best high 
school experience you could possibly have! 

Jordan Vandygrift: Learn to balance having 
fun and doing work.  Procrastinating is fine if you 
have something you really want to do instead 
of homework, but only if you do the homework 

before it’s due.  
Aurelyn Van 
Kirk: Do your stuff. 
Nigel Walker: 
Never take 
your learning 
for granted. 
Maggie Wallace: 
Stay organized! 
Especially when 
you’re given a heavy 
workload for school 
on top of rehearsals 
and events for your 
major. 

Shionnah Wallace: Study. 
Shayd Williams: High School will be over 
before you can blink. Cherish every moment you 
have with your friends, because these years are 
the last years you’ll all be together in one place.  
Sterling Windham: My advice for 
underclassmen: “Don’t walk around your 

entire last 
year saying 
“wow, I can’t 
wait to leave.” 
Go to senior 
skip day, 
participate in 
the parade, 
and go to 
the grub on 
the greens.
Keep your 
friends close, 
and get really 
nostalgic. You 
will thank 
yourself later.” 
E m i l y 
S h o r t e r : 
When trying 
to decide 
whether to 
work or go 
to sleep, you 
should always 
go to sleep. 
Your mental 
and physical 
health is more 
i m p o r t a n t 
than anything 
else. Take 
a d v a n t a g e 
of every 
o p p o r t u n i t y 
that comes 

your way. 
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Tessa Abedon: I’m going to be in the 
CIA. But as of now you may not tell anyone 
that or there will be serious repercussions. 
Angie Agafonovas: I plan on attending 
Clemson for Veterinary Medicine and 
one day plan on becoming a veterinarian. 
Nina Agafonovas: Work hard, play hard. 
Shelby Aiken-Dietz : Going 
to University of Tennessee. 
Caroline Ainsworth: I plan on either 
attending the University of South Carolina, 
or Clemson University in the fall of 2017. 
David Andrews: I  plan to live my life to the fullest 
and  to  use  everything I’ve learned here everyday. 
Cinthia Arreola: Work 
during the summer and College.  
Chris Beckley: College, law school, 
20 hour workdays, white-collar crime, 
prison, faith healer, and then death. 
Audrey Bowman: I plan to attend Clemson 
University where I will graduate with a 
bachelor’s degree. I will then apply for admission 
into a graduate program where I will earn my 
PhD in Exercise Physical Therapy. I will earn 
money as a personal trainer and health coach 
working with 
the Juice Plus 
Company and 
managing my 
own business 
throughout my 
college career.  
J a n i e 
Brandon: I 
plan to go to 
Clemson and 
then medical 
school to 
become a 
P h y s i c i a n s 
A s s i s t a n t . 
N i c h o l a s 
B r a n d o n : 
I plan to  
attend Coastal Carolina University. I plan 
to study sports science and one day become 
a teacher or a trainer for a rugby team. 
Daphne Brion: My plans are to move 
to Florida and pursue my dream to work 
for Disney World. I’m not sure where this 
dream is going to take me, but maybe one 
day you’ll see me heading a new Disney 
movie. Maybe I’ll design a parade, or maybe 
I’ll be the next Disney princess who knows. 
Morgan Bronk Lutz : After graduation, I 
am going to attend the Orlando Ballet Summer 
intensive and then I am going to college on a 
dance scholarship, to earn a BFA in dance, 
so I can become a professional performer, 
choreographer, dance teacher, and studio 
owner one day.

 
William Busher: After graduation 
I will be attending the University 
of South Carolina, majoring in 
mechanical engineering. I hope to 
get a job in the automotive industry. 
Caroline Case: I’m going   to sleep a lot 
and then attend   Clemson University 
as a computer science major. 
Andrew Coffman: Go to College 
of Charleston and major in physics.  
Bridget Conley: After I relax during 
the summer and heal myself from the 
mental exhaustion of senior year, I 
plan to attend Vanderbilt University 
and pursue a double major in Tuba 
Performance and Human and 
Organizational Development. Anyone 
who knows me well knows that I am 
incredibly passionate about music 
(especially brass music); I want to continue to 
pursue this passion at the college level and push 
myself towards musical excellence. Anyone 
who knows me well also knows that I am a 
nerd and love academics; my double major in 

Human and Organizational 
Development will allow 
me to pursue my interests 
in politics, statistics, and 
business. I have a lot of 
s l e e p l e s s , 
s t r e s s f u l 
nights of 
studying and 
p r a c t i c i n g 
ahead of me, 
but I could 
not be more 
excited for it.  
C l a i r e 
C o n w a y : 
I’m leaving in 
August to be 
an exchange 

student in Belgium for a year!  
Lydia Cook: My plans after 
graduation include going to 
college with the knowledge 
and people skills being at 
SOA has taught me and 
using them to face the world  
Rory Corcoran: In August 
I’ll be making my way up to 
Nashville, where I will be 
spending the next 4 years at 
Belmont University, majoring in 
Music Business with an emphasis 
in Music Production. After that I suppose I have 
no real clue. I’ll figure it out when I get there.  

Peyton Corder: I’m 
so ready to become an 
Adult™. I want to move 
to a super artsy place like 
Rhode Island or Portland 
where I can settle down 
with my gay lover and 
our pug (named Quincy 
or Buddha or something 
equally as gay). I’ll probably 
go into a profession that’s 
actually super unnecessary 
like running one of those 
places where rich white 
women drink wine and 
paint pottery for 80 bucks.  
Harrison Dahabi: Next 
college, then the World! 
As in World Domination!!! 
Emily Dail: 

Going Marymount Manhattan College 
in NYC to pursue a dance career. 
Sarah DeLoach:  I plan to attend 
college and pursue a degree in 
marine and environmental science.  
Cathie DiNicola: I’m headed to Clemson 
Honors for the next four years studying 
Pre-Vet and Animal Sciences, then I am 
hoping to go North for veterinary school.  
Christopher Do: My plans are to work over the 

summer and then 
go to college after. 
J a c o b 
E d m o n d s o n : 
Going wild over 
the summer. 
Abby Edwards: 
I will be studying 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
relations and 
human rights 
through Columbia 
University’s Dual 
BA program with 
Sciences Po, 
spending two years 
in France and 
two years in NYC 
before graduating 
from both schools! 
Reese Fischer: 
C O L L E G E . 
Bye, y’all! 
Nick Fisher: I 
plan to attend CofC 
after graduation.  
Ben Foster: My 

plans to get a job and then attend Clemson 
University’s Bridge program in the fall. 
Annika Gadson: After graduation, I will be 
attending Wofford College.

What are your plans after graduation?
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Luke Gair:  I will be attending Sewanee: 
University of the South in the fall. While 
I am there, I hope to pursue a degree in 
something I am passionate about, whether 
that may be creative writing or psychology.  
Kellen Gatton: In the fall, I will 
be attending the University of 
South Carolina double majoring 
in biology and Spanish. Go Cocks!! 
Chase Godwin: I plan to attend 
Clemson University majoring 
in Chemical Engineering for the 
next few years, though that’s 
probably going to change at some 
point. Honestly, I really want 
a job with Snapchat cause that 
would be absolutely amazing.  
Selena Gonterman: I 
will be attending Winthrop 
University and majoring 
in Psychology in order to 
become a child psychologist. 
Brittanie Hammond: 
To go to college. 
Caroline Hamrick: I 
will be studying Computer 
Science and Music 
Performance at Boston University. 
Ariel Hills: After graduation I plan 
on attending North Carolina State 
University as an architecture major. 
Mariah Hogan: I want to travel as much as I 
can this summer!! After that, I will be attending 
College of Charleston and living in a house 
downtown with my sister and two roommates.  
Ronnie Hord: I am attending the 
USC Honors College for business.  
Fred Horton: I’ll be attending the Rhode Island 
School of Design, most likely for Architecture. 
Tyler Horton: To thrive in artistic journey. 
Sarah Hunter: After I graduate, I plan 
to go to the College of Charleston Honors 
College and study genetics. Over the 
summer, I hope to be able to spend time 
with my family before I go off to college. 

Sydney Huss: I will attend Clemson 
University and double major in Biological 
Sciences or Health Sciences and Religious 
Studies. I then plan on going to graduate 
school to become a Physicians Assistant. 

Jamie Jacobs: College. 
Caroline Johnson: After 
graduation I will be attending 
Clemson University to 
study political science.  
Caroline Keinath: After I 
graduate, I plan to attend the 
University of South Carolina 
and major in exercise 
science with a minor in 
business/management . 
Cheyenne King: To get 
as far away from 
here as possible 
which is why 
I am going to 
a university in 
W a s h i n g t o n 
state where I 
can practically 
spit over the 
Canadian border 

so if things go south…. Peace, y’all..  
Taylor Kornegay: My plans after 
graduation consist of working full 
time this summer and starting nursing 
school in the fall at the University 
of South Carolina. Go Gamecocks! 
Cheyenne Koth: I plan on burying 
myself from the neck down in the 
pegasus garden and growing old. 
Nina Kremser: I will be attending 
Clemson as a nursing student. 
Eva Lamar: After graduation, I 
should probably learn to improv. 
Tori Lancaster: I plan to go to college of 
Charleston and major in communications 
with a minor in photojournalism. 
April LaRoche: I’m planning on staying local 
and attending a Technical college with a major 

in Commercial Graphic Design. There 
I’m knocking down my prerequisites and 
figuring things out. Then I’ll possibly 
be transferring into the College of 
Charleston to continue my studies. Still, 
I’ve been looking into a variety of other 
jobs that span from Ecommerce to real 
estate agent. Everything’s up in the air, 
which isn’t a bad thing! Though my 
path may seem unconventional to some, 
I’m ready for wherever life takes me. 
Indira Lessington: My plans after 
graduation is to get a summer job 
of course, attend Claflin University 
and double major in Criminal Justice 
and African American Studies and 
minor in Vocal Performance. After my 
undergrad at Claflin, I plan on moving 
to Washington, D.C. for law school. 

Darian Lopes: I am moving back to New Jersey 
to attend Rutgers University New Brunswick and 
to be closer to my family and friends up north. 
Ethan Lopez: After graduation, I plan on 
pursuing various passions over the summer that 
I have been wanting to get back to more regularly, 
such as painting from nature and playing music. 
I also want to take the time to relax and explore 
the more spiritual side of myself. This fall, I 
will be attending the Calhoun Honors College 
at Clemson University as a Genetics major with 
the intention of going onto graduate school 
at MUSC to become a medical researcher. 
Evan Lux: I plan to attend Berklee College of Music 
in Boston, Massachusetts and major in Film 
Robert Maierle: I plan on attending IE 
University in Spain for the next 5 years, 

studying either the Politics Law Economics 
program or getting a dual degree for Law 
and International Relations. After that I 
hope to get a job at the State Department. 
Jack Marino: I plan on ending up in a 
little house in Maine with cute dogs and a 
sailboat so I’m going to try to work for that. 
Matthew Masse: Work like 
crazy to have money for college.  
Karen Mendes: Major in Violin Performance.  
Brae Mitchell: I plan to attend the 
University of South Carolina in Columbia 
where I will major in exercise science. After 
completing my Bachelor’s degree I will go to 
school for a Doctorates in physical therapy. 
Erin Molony: I plan to major in 
biology at the College of Charleston 
in the fall. After that, I don’t know! 
McKayla Nesmith:  After graduation, I plan 
on attending Charleston Southern University 
as an Early Childhood Education. My college 
roommate will be my best friend, Megan 
Fennell, who has stuck with me and put up with 
all of my crap for seven years. After College I 
hope to get a job as a first grade teacher.
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Alanna Nickles: I will be attending Emerson 
in the fall and study Film production with a 
focus on both writing 
for television and film 
and cinematography. I 
may minor in journalism 
or political science? 
Cecilia Ostapeck: 
I’m planning on double 
majoring in music 
performance and 
international studies 
at the University 
of South Carolina. 
Jonah Paquette: I plan 
on going to USC to study 
International Business.  
L a c h l a n 
Quertermous: I 
plan to study in a 
conservatory for two and 
half years and immerse 
myself in a professional 
aspect of my art major. 
Chloe Ray: I’m 
moving to Rock 
Hill to go to Winthrop.  
Emily Rea: I’m going to work and then spend 
all my money hanging out with my friends. I’m 
moving to Wofford College on August 31st.  
Elizabeth Riddle: After graduation 
I plan to have a super litty summer. 
Then I will be off to Boston  to  go  rot  
away   in  the cold for the next 4 years! 
Carson Rosenbaum: I am going to USC. 
Dean Rudes:  I’m going to college. 
Hopefully I’ll figure something out after that. 
Channing Rumph: I’m going to spend 
the summer hanging with friends and 
then I’m off to college. I promised some 
friends I would try to come back to visit 
every few weeks and I will. But, knowing 
me I’ll probably be too lazy to get out of bed. 
Claire Sanford: I am going 
to be majoring in theater 
at Clemson University. 
After college I have no 
idea what I will be doing. 
Chelsea Savage: I’ll 
be attending Davidson 
College for the next four 
years, probably majoring in  
Biology and swimming for the 
women’s team. I’m not really 
sure what I’m going to do for 
the rest of my life, though. 
Haley Schmidt : I will 
be attending College of 
Charleston in the fall. 
Claire Seabrook: I’m 
studying Music Therapy at 
Appalachian State, and will 
still be playing my instrument 
in lots of ensembles. Then 
I will be a music therapist, 
hopefully.

Michael Ashley Seay: I will be spending the 
next four years at the University of South Carolina 

as a civil engineering major. I 
am looking forward to a whole 
new realm of opportunities 
in the next chapter of my life. 
Kate Sherman : I’m going to 
Appalachian State for biology! 
The school is in the little town 
of Boone, NC and has a climate 
comparable to coastal New 
England. It’s going to be cold, 
but I’m excited for the snow! I 
really enjoy molecular biology 
and phytology. I hope to do 
research after undergrad! 
E m i l y 
Shorter: I 
am headed to 
Kenyon College 
in Ohio where I 
will be studying 
P s y c h o l o g y 
and hopefully 
finding some 
peace and 

love after a rough four years.  
Natalie Sinclair: I’m planning 
on majoring in Food Science as 
a part of Clemson’s Agricultural 
Science program. After college, 
I’m hoping on working to create 
healthier GMOs (and no mom, 
for the last time that does not 
mean I’m becoming a farmer). 
Jaleaya Solomon: 
To make money.  
Katie Sommons: I will 
probably cry, reflect on my successes and 
regrets, think about the people I love and 
hate and how no matter how I felt about 
them I will miss them, then get litty. 
Bailey Southard: After graduation I plan to 

pursue a 
m e d i c a l /
engineering 
field of 
study at 
C l e m s o n 
University.  

Michael Strange: Party in 
the summer, go to college after. 
Eden Teichman: I am going to UNC 
Chapel Hill, School of National Champs 
! Whoop Whoop (although I literally 
don’t even know what a basketball is) 
Amy Trainor: After graduation, I am 
planning to save up a small amount of money 
and use it towards apartment furniture 
before I go off to college. I will most likely be 
filling out my roommate questionnaire and 
getting to know my three roommates. My 
grandma surprised our family by booking a 
week long cruise so I be jammin’ out with a 
lobster red tan in Puerto Rico and attending 
a Slightly Stoopid concert sometime in June.  

Alexandria Vanderpool: I will be 
attending USC next year as an International 
studies major and I will be involved with 
the Army ROTC program on campus.  
Ashton Van Deusen: After graduation, 
I plan on attending Erskine College and 
majoring in Early Childhood Education.  
Jordan Vandygrift: You know, 
I’m not sure.  But I’m okay with that.  
Aurelyn Van Kirk: To not die. 
Nigel Walker: Go to college and major 
in International Business and Economics. 
Maggie Wallace: I am going to College 
of Charleston in the Fall, and I plan to 
major in Marketing with a Minor in Theatre 
as of right now. I would not be surprised 
if things changed by August though! 
Shionnah Wallace: Go straight into 
college and study as a biology major 
Shayd Williams: After graduation I 
plan on going on a road trip to Colorado 
with Emily Rea and  Jamie Jacobs that 
we’ve been planning since 9th grade.  
Sterling Windham: I want to be a pediatric 
nurse and travel the world helping babies. 
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Tessa Abedon: One time we were having 
an earthquake drill, and I was in Ms. Newell’s 
class and while we were hiding under the 
desks this girl started shaving her legs. 
Angie Agafonovas: All of our Symphony 
trips were memorable, but I’d have to say 
the trip to Tampa is the one I’ll remember 
forever. It’s where we won our national 
title and became closer as a strings family. 
Nina Agafonovas: Winning the national title 
at the NOF in Tampa with the SOA Symphony. 
Shelby Aiken-Dietz: 8th grade DC trip. 
Caroline Ainsworth: My most memorable 
moment throughout being at SOA was the seventh 
grade trip to Camp Kanuga because of how 
much fun I had and being somewhere other than 
Charleston with my classmates for the first time. 
Michael Ashley Seay: There are so many 
memorable moments from the time here at SOA 
and I’m not sure that one sticks out among the 
rest. One memory that never fails to make me 
laugh, was when Angeleki Zecopoulos stood on 
the back of a wooden chair before our Holiday 
Dance Convocation and fell. Her face, the face of 
pure fear, will forever be engraved in my mind. 
Chris Beckley: The drug talk where we 
learned the ingredients for purple drank. 
Audrey Bowman: Singing on stage for 
my thesis with some of my best friends 
would definitely be my best memory at SOA. 
I’m so thankful for the people in my life 
who encourage me everyday and help me 
accomplish the goals I have set before me. 
Janie Brandon: My most memorable 
moment at SOA was during my junior year at the 
National Orchestra Festival where we received 
the award for Best Symphony in the Nation. 
Nicholas Brandon: 3:00 pm in the 
CVS parking lot on April 4th 2017. 

Daphne Brion: Getting Sandy in the musical 
Grease. I never thought I could achieve 
something so wonderful. Coming into SOA, 
I was so intimidated as a singer or actor. I 
put my fears aside and went for it. With that 
experience I made some amazing friends 
and had some weird, but great experiences. 
I couldn’t have asked for anything more. 
Morgan Bronk Lutz: My most memorable 
experience at SOA 
is attending the 
high school dance 
festivals in 10th, 
11th, and 12th 
grades. There were 
great because I 
got to take master 
dance classes, watch 
professional dance 
companies perform, 
and audition for 
college. Because of 
those audition trips, 
I got to train with the 
Nashville Ballet for 
two summers and 
earn college credit 
at the University of 
the Arts and best 
of all, I was offered 
numerous dance 
college scholarships by the recruiters there. 
William Busher: My most memorable 
moment at SOA has to be Jump, Jive, & 
Wail. I’ve never experienced anything like the 
feeling of standing up in front of 1000 people 
cheering me on while I play a Jazz solo on 
stage. I feel so privileged to have been able to 
play at this event 3 years in a row and I will 
definitely remember it for the rest of my life. 
Caroline Case: Prom on a boat!! 
Andrew Coffman: In sixth grade, on a 

strings trip. Immediately after 
the hotel maintenance guy had 
sawed off the doorknob because 
we were locked out, a janitor 
showed up and presented us 
with a key and asked “You need 
key?” the maintenance guy 
just looked at him and sighed. 
Bridget Conley: My most 
memorable moment at SOA was 
March 4, 2016, when the School 
of the Arts Symphony Orchestra 
won the National Orchestra 
Festival in Tampa, Florida. We 
worked tirelessly for six months 
preparing for this competition; 
when our school was announced 
Grand Champions, the room 
broke out into a loud roar as Dr. 
Selby walked to the front to get 

our trophy. I have never felt more proud.

Claire Conway: I got to play at my senior prom, 
and my friends were there in front of the stage 
singing along to my songs. That was pretty cool. 
Lydia Cook: The most memorable moment 
I have at SOA is the second before I had to 
walk my first fashion show, the anticipation of 
going last and knowing that everyone would 
be watching me and knowing that I made 
the clothes I had on was the most riveting 

and memorable experience I had at SOA. 
Rory Corcoran: It’s too difficult 
to pick one that stands out.  
Peyton Corder: My most memorable 
moment at SOA was every lunch where I got 
to spend 45 minutes on the couches talking 
with Erin, Alexa, and Elizabeth. I love y’all.   
Harrison Dahabi: There are so many 
amazing memories I’ve made here, but one 
of my favorites is the day I auditioned. I met 
an artsy girl who became one of the most 
important people in my life, and even now 
she still inspires me both through her art 
and her amazing personality. She has helped 
shape me into the Fierce Fabulous Flaming 
Queen I am and I will always be grateful 
to have such an amazing person in my life. 
Emily Dail: Senior thesis 
and dance departmentals. 
Sarah DeLoach:  When the Symphony 
won the Grand National Championship 
and all of my classmates were thrilled.  
Cathie DiNicola: There have been a lot… 
I think my most memorable moment was in 
sixth grade when Giovanni Meli called me 
ugly, but we’re best friends now so it’s fine. 
Christopher Do: During/after Senior Prom. 

What was your most memorable moment at SOA?
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Emily Shorter: My most memorable 
moment from all seven years at SOA is from 
this years Lake Logan trip when Luke Gair 
and I performed a choreographed rendition 
of “My Heart Will Go On.” I love that boy.  
Reese Fischer: When my sixth grade 
math teacher told me I was going nowhere 
if I didn’t pay attention in her class.  
Nick Fisher: Oh now you KNOW I 
can’t share that one, not yet at least.  
Ben Foster: Sophomore year at Jump Jive 
and Wail when the trumpets nailed the part 
in conga that we could never get in rehearsal.   

Annika Gadson: My most memorable 
moment at SOA was when I scored the very 
first touchdown of the powderpuff game my 
junior year. My dad was standing at the edge 
of the field cheering for me. I ran all the way 
to him, and he gave me the biggest high-five 
with the biggest Kool-Aid grin on his face. 
Luke Gair: My favorite memory has 
been every single field trip, class party, 
movie day, and the other adventures 
I had with my creative writing family.  
Kellen Gatton:  I will never forget when 
David Seim played Scuttle in The Little 
Mermaid in eighth grade and he had 
to wear bright orange tights and would 
squawk whenever he forgot his lines. 
Selena Gonterman: Freshman year. I 
missed half of my classes the first day of 
school because I went to Magnet lunch 
and got lost, plus my schedule was wrong. 
Brittanie Hammond: My most 
memorable moment was when the Vocal 
Department put on Beauty and the Beast 
and we had to preform on my birthday, 
so I got to preform with them on that day. 
Caroline Hamrick: Getting interviewed 
by the Post and Courier after seeing my 
peers all wearing A’s in peaceful protest of 
the dress code enforcement was inspiring 
and amazing. It showed me the power in 
numbers and the importance of unity. 

Mariah Hogan: My most memorable 
moment was probably when I won a 
scholastic      Gold Key for something I 
wrote in my Creative Writing elective.  
Ronnie Hord: Bringing back the national 
champion trophy with the symphony.  
Fred Horton: Our Senior Art Show. We 
finally had a huge show of our work and it made 
me appreciative and proud of our Visual Arts 
class. We are all so talented and it’s crazy to 
think most of us have been here since 6th grade. 
Tyler Horton: The 8th Grade D.C. Trip.  
Sarah Hunter: My most memorable 
moment at SOA is having a post-performance 

party with my dance classmates, 
watching videos of past performances, 
and piling on top of one another. 
Sydney Huss: Organizing and 
performing my Senior Thesis.  
Jamie Jacobs: My most memorable 
moment was when my partner, Kellen 
Gatton, and I broke the record for pints 
of blood collected at the Blood Drive. 
Caroline Johnson: My most 
memorable moments at SOA came 
from the trips I was able to take with 
my AP Art History and French classes. 
I loved being able to spend time with 
my friends while learning about art 
and famous places at the same time. 
Caroline Keinath: One of my 
memorable moments was my senior thesis 
performance because it encompassed all 

my years of performing 
on the SOA stage in 
one huge performance.  
Cheyenne King:  
When I was so tired 
that I accidentally 
introduced myself 
in Japanese during 
my final French oral 
exam and I went 
through all 5 stages 
of grief in an instant. 
Taylor Kornegay: 
Dancing at prom 
with my fellow girl 
power enthusiast, 
Kate Grayson. 
Cheyenne Koth: 
Nolan Tecklenburg 
singing the heck 
out of “Purple 
Rain” during convocation my junior year. 
Nina Kremser: Dance Festival Trip 2016: 
Morgan Bronk in the middle of a dance 
circle wearing combat boots and sweatpants 
doing the worm and “African” dance. 
Eva Lamar: My most memorable 
experience is finally playing at Jump, 
Jive, and Wail in the jazz band. 
Tori Lancaster: The most memorable 
moment I’ve had at SOA wouldn’t be a secret 
anymore if I printed it.

April LaRoche: The Visual Arts senior Thesis 
showcase is one of my best memories here! 
Though it was emotional, I really enjoyed 
seeing all of my fellow SOA artists’ works. 
Indira Lessington: My most memorable 
memory at SOA was when the whole school 
did a Prince tribute on the day after he died 
and it was just touching to me and I wished 
we did more stuff like that. But it’s okay, the 
future kids will make the dreams come true. 
Darian Lopes:  Mrs. Rickson 
screaming “SOH CAH TOA” 
Ethan Lopez: I will never forget the tour 
during freshman orientation during which 
Mr. Orvin invited us into his historic room for 
the first time and posed his famous question, 
“What is time?” The answer is something 
that I never fully resonated with until now. 
Robert Maierle: My most memorable 
experience during my time at SOA was the 
process of setting up Visual Arts Senior Thesis. 
Jack Marino: I’ve had a lot of memorable 
moments, both good and bad, but one that 
sticks with me the most is my senior art 
thesis. No one was expecting much but it 
turned out to be the best art show we’ve ever 
had and brought the class closer together. 
Matthew Masse: Playing in Jump Jive and Wail.  
Karen Mendes: Trying for the 
first time a Rice Krispies Treat. 
Brae Mitchell: My most memorable moment 
here at SOA is when the symphony received 
first place at the National Orchestra Festival. 

E r i n 
M o l o n y :  
I’m torn 
b e t w e e n 
p l a y i n g 
truth or 
dare on 
b a n d 
trips or 
the sweet 
p o t a t o 
w o r m . 
M c k a y l a 
Nesmith: 
My most 
memorable 
moment(s) 
at SOA 
would have 
to be the 
time I won 

the Jump Jive and Wail dance competition with 
the one and only Charles Thomas Godwin III. 
We both wanted that for so long and we finally 
got it (after an all-nighter of teaching him how 
to dance). My other most memorable moment 
is both years of Powder Puff. Shout out to the 
best cheer squad ever!!!



 Page 60                                 Senior Surveys                     May 2017         
Alanna Nickles: Every birthday party that 
we ever threw for Mr. Younts will always reside 
deep in my heart, but the very first surprise 
party that we threw him was unforgettable. 
Cecelia Ostapeck:  One of my most 
memorable moments at SOA was the day that 
Dr. Selby forgot his suit at home and had to 
come to school in his gym outfit. Imagine Dr. 
Selby in head to toe gray sweats and tennis 
shoes conducting the orchestra. Iconic. 
Jonah Paquette: The 8th grade band trip 
to Chattanooga will be memorable for me.  

Lachlan Quertermous: Invading a 
school’s news broadcast and kicking open a 
door, almost putting a rural high school on 
lockdown while on a field trip. If the “Fighting 
Gnomes”, provides anything it’s life experience.  
Chloe Ray: Field trips to Lake 
Logan with the creative writers.  
Emily Rea: Jamie Jacobs and I drove all the 
way to North Charleston because we knew Shayd 
was working, just to put our third and final 
(removable) Trump sticker on her bumper as an 
extended prank. She still does not know it was us.  
Carson Rosenbaum: The 
senior Powderpuff Game.  
Dean Rudes: Too many to remember. 
Channing Rumph: Our eighth grade 
performance. SOA doesn’t do it anymore but I 
remember it being a lot of fun to show off for 
friends and family as a class not just as a major.  
Claire Sanford: My most memorable moment 
was when my group and I performed the second 
part of senior thesis. The scene we did was such 
a wonderful mix of nostalgia and looking ahead 
at the future it summed up senior year so well. 
I love the people who were in that scene and we 
had had a ball making this scene so it when we 
performed for the first time it was the perfect 
culmination of everything we had put into the 
whole process and it just felt very right.

Chelsea Savage: My favorite memory is 
singing for a group of seniors at the Sweetgrass 
retirement home. The amount of joy my friends 
and I were able to bring to that room that day 
because of our talent was unbelievable. It felt 
amazing to do something that great with our art. 
Haley Schmidt: My most memorable 
moment at SOA, while there are so many, 
would have to be when Mrs. Newell threatened 
to hit someone with a tennis racket, and 
then threw our book bags out the window. 
Claire Seabrook: Probably band/orchestra 

trips in general. Most 
of my favorite moments 
are from those trips.  
Kate Sherman: I 
couldn’t decide between 
two moments. One was 
when I hit Mr. Short 
in the eye with a bell 
pepper and the other 
was when that kid put 
his head through the 
glass vending machine. 
Natalie Sinclair: In 
the eighth grade, our 
class was off-the-walls 
energetic and poor 
Mrs. Hammond had to 
wrangle us into putting 
on The Little Mermaid 
Jr. I’ll never forget when 
Chase ran off after “Les 
Poissons” directly into 

the boat and it made the loudest noise during 
the show. Looking back and watching Malik 
as Sebastien, David as Scuttle, 
and all the girls as “mermaids” 
will always be special to me. 
Katie Sommons: My freshman 
year I was obsessively in love 
with senior Theater Major, Corey 
Popowski, like I straight up stalked 
him. And at our end of the year 
we had a theater banquet where 
I proudly accepted the “Future 
Mrs. Popowski Award” and he ran 
up, hugged me, and said “I love 
you.” To this day I remain hopeful. 
Bailey Southard: My most 
memorable moment at SOA was 
winning the National Orchestra 
Festival in Tampa, FL, with 
my fellow symphony buddies.  
Michael Strange: When I 
sang and dance at JJ&W 2016. 
Eden Teichman: Every 
moment that I had during 
Grease was absolutely amazing. 

Amy Trainor: During our first dance 
senior thesis departmental, all of us were 
dramatically mouthing and acting out the 
recording of Hunter Horn singing Ellie 
Goulding’s “Dead in the Water.” Every time 
things are rough in dance we always quote 
the hook of the song and die laughing.  
Alexandria Vanderpool: Probably 
the time(s) Mr. Younts took my 
theater        class on walks outside. 
Jordan Vandygrift: The orchestra’s trip 
to the NOF with some of my best friends, 
Kyle and Madison.  Playing one of the most 
iconic English horn solos I know and winning 
the entire competition was probably the 
most fun I’ve ever had on a school trip and 
I’m going to remember it for a long time. 
Aurelyn Van Kirk: Listening 
to creative writers talk. 
Nigel Walker: I don’t have a “most 
memorable moment.” All of my moments have 
been learning experiences that have assisted 
me in my development as a young man. 
Maggie Wallace: The “Purple Rain” tribute 
to Prince at convocation my Junior year. 
Shionnah Wallace: Going to 
prom with the love of my life. 
Shayd Williams: My most memorable 
moment at SOA...  was when someone 
kept putting Trump bumper stickers 
on my car. That was so much fun!! 
Sterling Windham:  Mr. Perkins playing 
“White Wedding” and laying on a student’s 
desk while strumming the plastic guitar. Hit me 
up if you have that video. 
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McKayla Nichole NeSmith

“We are so proud of all your achievements and 
your acceptance to CSU and SC Teaching Fellow 
Scholarship. May God continue to guide you in 

all your endeavors! We love you!

Audrey Bowman
Dear Audrey,

Graduation is a time to commemorate your achievements, 
anticipate future opportunities and embrace a world of 

infinite possibilities.  Take the time to relish this wonderful 
time in your life, for you have a whole world full of adventure 

ahead.  We are so proud of your accomplishments and the 
amazing talent, integrity and sheer determination that we 

see in you.  We are confident you will never cease to confront 
life’s challenges with grace and courage.  Keep moving

 towards your dreams and never stop believing in yourself.

Commit your work to the LORD, and your plans will be es-
tablished. 

-Proverbs 16:3

You can do all things through Christ who strengthens you.  
-Philippians 4:13

And know that you are loved,

Mama and Daddy
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 Jonah and Keara Paquette

Jonah Paquette

God has blessed you with many gifts and you 
have used them well.  You have amazed us with 

all your accomplishments. Continue to believe in 
yourself as much as we believe in you.  Can’t wait 

to see what your future holds! We love you! 

– Mom, Dad, Keara, and Caelan

 
Congratulations to our special daughter!  You light 

up our life with your smile! You’ve made us so 
proud over the years, and we know this is only the 

beginning. We love you! 

– Mom, Dad, Jonah, and Caelan

Always remember
You are BRAVER than you believe

STRONGER than you seem
SMARTER than you think

& LOVED more than you know!

Keara Paquette

Christopher Do

Born Together
Friends Forever

Congrats on your high school graduation our 
only son and only brother Bear! We are so 

happy and super proud of YOU. We love you!
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Which senior 
inspires you the 

most? 
By Jada Orr and Lydia 

Cook

“Nigel Walker because he’s a 
cool dude to be around.”  

-Zaynah Phillips, 10th grade, 
Vocal

“Emily Dail, she’s the best 
dancer ever. She’s really 

dedicated to it.”  
-Kailyn Evans, 11th grade, 

Dance

“Lydia Cook because she is 
careless yet cautious, and she’s 

a loving friend.”  
-Carol Sousa, 12th grade, Piano

“Lydia Cook, she’s very 
confident and sure of herself.”  

-Bethany Weeks, 9th grade, 
Fashion

“All seniors.”  
-Ms. Benson, Piano teacher

“Peyton Corder, because she 
isn’t afraid to be herself and 

stand up for what she believes 
in.”  

-Gracie King, 11th grade, Dance

“Ben Foster, we got to church 
together and he’s really nice”  

-Stella Wood, 8th grade, Strings

“Ethan Lopez, he’s kept up 
with school very well.”  

-Aidan Billings, 9th grade, 
Strings



“Your life is already artful, waiting, just waiting and ready for you to make it art.”
-Toni Morrison
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