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Letter From the Editors

 January 15th marked the 90th birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  The winner of 
the 1964 Nobel Peace Prize, MLK insisted on unity during a time when division 
felt like the only option. However, we can’t forget that as he did so, he 
prioritized justice over comfort. While other activists often 
resorted to violence, MLK understood the importance of 
keeping face in trying times, as well as setting a positive 
example for others. His nonviolent protests and eloquent 
speeches helped ignite the Civil Rights movement, as well 
as activism for years to come.
 Change requires difficult conversations about 
problems with no easy answers. On this MLK 
Day, his monuments, once bustling with life, 
are closed. The National Museum of African 
American History and Culture, a mecca of 
important culture and knowledge, is closed. 
These are only a fraction of the landmarks, 
monuments, and individuals effected by the 
current government shutdown. In a situation 
like this, it is all too easy to forget MLK’s 
teachings and what they represent. There could 
not be a more fitting time to reflect on his legacy 
and his seemingly everlasting words: “Darkness 
cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. 
Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.”

Photographer: 
Parker Thompson

Happy New Year, Readers!
 We’re excited to bring you the first Applause 
of 2019. We would like to thank the staff for 
providing the material for this issue in just a few 
days. We were working on a very short deadline 
due to returning on the 7th and jumping right back 
into the swing of things. No need to worry, though; 
we made sure to carve out some time for a January 
issue to brighten up the back-to-school lull for our 
dear readers.
 If you’re in desperate need of some cheering 
up, we urge you to visit page 17 for horoscopes. From 
Capricorn to Sagittarius, we have it all. Our sage 
astrologist, Liv Provosty, will let you know what is 
in store for the next month. If that isn’t looking too 
hot, drift over to the Positivity Playlist on the same 
page to boost your mood.
 To learn about staff writer, John White’s 
trek of show business to SOA, head to page 4. To 
see the opposite trek from SOA to show business, 
check out alumna Savannah Miller in the Where 
Are They Now feature on page 8.
 Applause is happy to announce the first 
organizantional meeting for the spring concert “American Pie.” Interested students should 
meet in Mr. Grimshaw’s room at AMHS on Wednesday, January 23 at 3:40PM.
 Be sure to keep an eye out for our Februray issue: a special Black History Month 
edition. We have a lot in store! 

Love, your editors
Maya Cline, M. B. McConnell, and Tes Smoak

Loulou Hranowsky
Elle Hueske

Adam Krasnoff
Roey Leonardi
Christina Lewis
Chassee Palmer

Liv Provosty
Jayla Sanders

Luke Shaw
Zachary Shirley
Carson Stehling

Cover Artist: 
Jaden Brown

Editorial: Learning from Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
Legacy

For a bit of a challenge, try and spot the 
elusive Dr. Cusatis in this picture!

Art by Kannon Rickell from the Feburary 2015 issue of Applause
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Starting at age four, John White 
was a main character on the hit 
Lifetime original series, Army 
Wives. The show was filmed in 
Charleston, and his experiences 
growing up in the spotlight led him 
to continue his love for the arts at 
SOA.

Galen Berger: How did you get 
involved in acting?
John White: One day while 
watching That’s So Raven, three-
year-old me sat on the floor and 
said, “I want to be on TV.” My 
uncle had some experience doing 
commercials and bit parts in 
movies, so he brought me in to a 
meeting with his agent. From that 
point on, she set up auditions for me. My parents would drive me 
to Wilmington, Savannah, Charlotte, anywhere I could audition. 
One day, my grandmother and the aforementioned uncle drove to 
an audition. While the other mothers combed their kids hair and 
straightened their ties, my uncle threw me a change of clothes and I 
changed in the trunk. I guess something worked, I got the part and 
started working on Army Wives at the ripe old age of four.

GB: Are you ever recognized?
JW: I was recognized more when the show was culturally relevant. 
It was fun to have people ask for an autographs; I liked the attention. 
One time at Disney, someone called out my name when they saw me. 

GB: What fun stories do you have from growing up on the 
set?
JW: There were three other kids on the cast. The most fun were the 
big scenes where we were all on set together. The snacks were great. 
Blanche was the lady who ran craft services. Sometimes, we would go 
around the soundstage and play hide and seek, and all of the guys on 
crew were really nice to us. They would always throw great parties: a 
premier at the beginning of the season and a wrap party at the end.

GB: Do you see yourself pursuing acting in the future?
JW: Not at the moment. It was a huge time commitment. I was the 
only kid on the show who wasn’t homeschooled. All of the other kids 
had tutors and lived out of state, it was cool that the show was filmed 
in Charleston. The studio was fifteen minutes away from my house.

GB: What made you choose vocal over theatre as your major 
at SOA?
JW: I didn’t get into theatre. Just because I got a TV role doesn’t 
make me a good actor.

GB: What did you learn from this experience?
JW: I learned a lot about work ethic. I would have to go to work if I 
was sick, or if my call time was four in the morning, or if I had to miss 
a field trip or a birthday. Sometimes, work was work, but overall, it 
was really fun.

Student Recounts Days as Child Actor
by Galen Berger

A young John White grins on set.
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 As a child, senior visual art major Zoë Hyman loved watching 
scary movies and was always fascinated by odd creatures. She enjoyed 
watching YouTube videos and movies that featured special effects makeup, 
also known as SFX. Pretty soon she was fashioning her own SFX makeup 
for herself and others.

 Because she is an art major, 
Zoë says, it is easy to create and 
imagine the creatures she wants: 
“I can draw and make my makeup 
before I even start creating.” She 
loves to create predator creatures 
or anything her mind can come 
up with. 
 One Halloween, Zoë had 
the opportunity to display her 
skills on television when she 
appeared on the Fox 24 news 
program “Lowcountry Live.” 
The producers of the show 
viewed her work on Instagram 
and Facebook and sought her 
out to do a Halloween segment, 
which she has continued to do 
for three years. “It can be very 

nerve-wracking to be on television,” she says, “after I have  my interviews, 
I lay down on the ground to try and calm myself.” Over the summer, she 
created the SFX makeup for one of the actors in a George Sink Law Firm 
commercial.
          Zoë hopes to move to Atlanta and work on a big movie set. She doesn’t 
plan on taking any classes, just working on developing her skills. “I will 
take all the advice I can get and learn through time.”
          Zoë says she loves doing SFX makeup for herself and assuming 
the personality of the characters she creates. She also enjoys the reaction 
she gets from others: “All my work pays off when I get to see other people 
scared or fascinated by my face.”

Zoë this past Halloween, portraying a 
frightening rendition of Skeletor from He-

Man.
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Senior Showcases SFX Talent
by Kyliah Catalan



   January 2019                  News                  Page 5

 Planning for the Winter Dance has begun! If you’re interested 
in performing at the event, contact Lilli Sustaita or Mr. Clark. 
Choice service hours will be available to those who want to help make 
decorations during lunch in the near future. Stay tuned for more 
updates, including how to vote for this year’s Winter Court!
 Prom committee is in full swing! To learn about how you can 
get involved in helping plan the food, music, decor and more, stop 
by Mr. Clark’s room at lunch on A-day Fridays for meetings led by 
Junior Vice President Maya Green. Also, make sure to purchase 
prom tickets before the price increases again! Instructions for how to 
pay online can be found on the SOA website.
 Student Council is thrilled to share many exciting events 
with the student body in this semester! As always, reach out to your 
grade’s representatives if you have any questions, concerns, or ideas 
you want to share. 

STUCO Update
by Christina Lewis

Sass Attack
by John White
“Sass Attack” was originally created by David Sass ten years ago, 
and as per tradition, Applause writer John White has continued 
its legacy, giving us his take on life’s daily inconveniences.

 Chances are that you or someone you know received a pair 
of apple air pods this holiday season. When Air Pod memes began 
appearing on various social media platforms I was baffled as to why 
they were such a popular gift. Like seriously, why was there suddenly 
so much hype for a product that had been out since 2016? 
 A good song might take a couple years to break through 
to the mainstream just as a piece of art might go decades without 
recognition… but an apple product is something that sells out the day 
it’s released and is immediately replaced by something four times as 
expensive that we all buy for some unknown reason. 
 The memes weren’t even good and the platforms used were 
stale as month old bread. They were about as funny and creative as 
my virtual SC Music Appreciation class. 
 Air Pods weren’t even the first pair of “truly wireless” 
headphones on the market. The Samsung iconX earbuds were 
released months before and did not receive nearly half the buzz of Air 
Pods. 
 If putting an apple on something makes it sell better, maybe 
President Trump should put one on his statements denying climate 
change, because just like most earbuds, people aren’t buying them.



Influential Artists: Theatre
by Luke Shaw
This issue Luke Shaw asked Theatre instructor Mr. George Younts 
and his student Hannah Switzer about a piece of theatre that has 
inspired them.
Mr. George Younts: The Life and 
Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby
The Life and Adventures of Nicholas 
Nickleby--the play that inspired Mr. Younts-
-was originally a Charles Dickens novel 
about a boy and his family that go from 
prominent to poor. The boy doesn’t let 
anything keep him from furthering himself 
in the world. As a play performed in 1980 
by the Royal Shakespeare Company, it was 
timed at eight hours which was split into 
two parts.

Luke Shaw: When and how did you first discover The Life and 
Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby?
George Younts: As a high school sophomore when my theatre teacher 
showed PBS Film segments of it.
LS: What about The Life and Adventures of Nicholas 
Nickleby’s techniques drew you to it?
GY: The interlapping use of Charles Dickens’ narration along with the 
innovative staging and the multiple stories being told all at once.
LS: How has The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby 
inspired you as an artist?
GY: To treat challenge and treat the audience with respect. Plus, I 
realized that the process of creating a theatre performance should be 
treated as a gift that will eventually be given to an audience.
LS: Why do you think The Life and Adventures of Nicholas 
Nickleby was so riveting? 
GY: There were 35 actors in the cast playing over 200 parts in an eight 
hour plus production that was broken up into two shows.  The high level 
of talent, skills and creativity to be found in it was immense and blew me 
away.  The high jump bar (in my mind) had been raised.  
LS: What do you think viewers can learn from The Life and 
Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby?
GY: An awareness of the possibilities and opportunities to be found in 
a theatre production. 

Hannah Switzer: Rent
Rent broke the boundaries of the audience’s comfort as 
many accurate and touching pieces of theatre do. At 
a time when topics such as the AIDS epidemic and 
homosexuality were commonly avoided, the musical 
tackled these topics head on and, in a palatable way, 
educated people. Soon after it gained a national 
spotlight, it earned the Pulitzer Prize for Drama. 
It remains relevant in today’s spotlight-
-a true sign of timeless theatre..  

Luke Shaw: When and how did you first 
discover Rent?
Hannah Switzer: In middle school, I heard 
the song “Seasons of Love” for the first time 

and I became fascinated by the entire musical. Then in freshman year, 
I convinced my mom to take me to see it and it became the show that 
really sparked my interest in theatre. 
LS: What about techniques used in Rent drew you to it?
HS: I appreciate that the production takes the serious issue of AIDS 
and turns it into something that the general public can enjoy while also 
becoming more aware of the disease. 
LS: How has Rent inspired you as an artist?
HS: The show makes me want to work and perform for a greater purpose 
and create something bigger than myself.                                                
LS: Why do you think Rent is so riveting?
HS: The style of music in Rent is so different from traditional Broadway 
that it shocks your senses. There are several storylines involving 
characters that are lovable. When Rent came out, it was brave to discuss 
gay life, AIDS, and the general messiness of life. The show also deals 
with basic concepts that people will always be able to relate to. 
LS: What do you think viewers learn from Rent?
HS: You can’t just give up, even when everything seems bleak.
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Chassee Palmer: Where did you grow up, and how did the area affect your childhood? 
Ms. Amber Honeycutt: My hometown is Roan Mountain, Tennessee. Growing up in the Appalachian 
Mountains was amazing. As a child, I loved reading outside under the trees or by a brook. My grandparents 
were antiques dealers, and they bought me an original 1800s covered wagon so that I could pretend to be Laura 
Ingalls Wilder from Little House on the Prairie. My family is very musically inclined, so gospel, bluegrass, 
and country music filled my house every day.
CP: Do you have any crazy childhood stories?
AH: My craziest childhood story is one that I always share with my students; it is about my pet catfish, Rico. 
He was the best pet ever! If you want the full story, you’ll have to take one of my classes! 
CP: Where did you attend high school, and how was it different from SOA? 
AH: I graduated from Elizabethton High School in Elizabethton, Tennessee. My high school had about 900 
students, so it was larger than SOA. However, the biggest difference is that my high school had many sports 
teams (Go Cylones!) and participating in and attending sporting events was a crucial part of my high school 
social life.  
CP: Where did you attend college? 
AH: I went to Carson-Newman University in Jefferson City, Tennessee. It was about an hour and a half drive 
from my parents’ house, so it was far enough away that I gained some independence, but close enough to go 
home some weekends. I loved college, and still visit with my college roommate as often as possible.
CP: What made you decide to move to South Carolina? 
AH: I first visited Folly Beach at age 23, and fell in love with it instantly. I vowed on that trip that I would live there someday. After living on Folly 
Beach for several summers (hooray for June and July breaks), I made my dream come true and moved there full time at age 41! Never say never 
to your dreams!
CP: Can you tell us about your teaching experience before SOA? 
AH: I taught for 20 years at my alma mater, Elizabethton High School. I loved every year of teaching there, and besides leaving my family, saying good-

bye to my coworkers and students at EHS was the hardest part of my move to South Carolina. After teaching 
at the same school for 20 years, I taught entire families of brothers and sisters, and have attended the wed-
dings, baby showers, 
and college gradua-
tions of many of my 
former students. 
Some of them visit 
the Charleston area 
for vacation, and 
I am able to catch 
up with them when 
they do. It is rare in 
the summer for a 
week to go by where 
I am not in contact 
with at least one of 

my former Tennessee students who is visiting Folly Beach or 
Charleston. I was elated to get a job at SOA, and I am so happy 
to be teaching here! I love teaching because I love students, 
and SOA has some of the brightest, kindest, and most talented 
teens that I have ever taught. Each time I attend a convocation 
or performance, I am astounded by how talented you all are! 
CP: How do you keep such a positive attitude through-
out the year? 
AH: My positive attitude stems from my faith, family and 
friends. When you surround yourself with positive people, they 
will lift you up on the days when your own light is wavering. 
Also, I was born to be a teacher. I don’t remember ever want-
ing to do any other job. Even if I get frustrated by something at 
school, I know down in my core that I am supposed to be here 
and that knowledge carries me on a bad day.

 
 January 2019                                Features                                               Page 7 

Where Were They Then?
Chassee Palmer spoke with SOA English teacher Ms. Amber Honeycutt about her life before SOA.

Five-year-old Amber Honeycutt cares for 
Pixie the Pony with her grandfather, 

father, and brother.

Ms. Amber Honeycutt, age 21, celebrates her 
college graduation with her family.

309 Wingo Way, Mt Pleasant, SC 29464
(843) 881-2484
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Where Are They Now?
M.B. McConnell spoke with SOA alumnus and former Applause editor Savannah Miller about her successes beyond SOA.
M.B. McConnell: Since graduating, you went on to study environmental science creative writing 
at Emory University and earned your masters in environmental policy at Columbia University, 
leading to your current role at Exposure Labs-the film-production company behind the Netflix 
documentary Chasing Coral. What else have you been up to?
Savannah Miller: After graduating from the School of the Arts, I assumed I’d follow a path straight to journalism. 
I’m so glad that didn’t happen. Instead, my passion for environmental policy uncovered in college took me to the 
Amazon river basin, Namibia and Botswana, the Paris climate talks, New York for graduate school, Antarctica, 
town halls in rural Georgia, VFW posts in upstate South Carolina, and so many more incredible places. In my 
current role at Exposure Labs, I think about how film can be a tool to accelerate environmental action. You can 
think of me as part-designer, part-community organizer. To date, I’ve had the incredible opportunity of sharing 
Chasing Coral and other stories with 11,000+ individuals (including SOA!) across the country; and leveraging 
events like these to advance clean energy policies in rural communities, including Oxford, GA’s reinvigoration of 
a city climate council and residential solar program. Prior to that, I had a blast working with the City of Atlanta 
Mayor’s Office of Resilience to incept the urban agriculture brand “Aglanta” to raise awareness about the city’s 
burgeoning local food economy. I found that creating a brand is much like writing a story. You have to think 
through your protagonists, target audience, narrative arc, and underlying themes. No matter where I am in the 
world, my work is grounded in my belief that storytelling and partnerships can advance environmental policies 

by bringing together and elevating new voices.
MBM: Was the jump from an arts-based education to a more “traditional education” 
in college difficult at first? How did you adjust?
SM: Leap-frogging from highschool to college is never easy. You’re on your own for making 
your bed, finishing papers in time, and eating well-balanced meals. I’m not going to sugar-coat 
it: it’s tough. But it’s also incredibly liberating. It’s now up to you to determine what your college 
education looks like. You decide your course schedule, your major, your weight (the freshman 
fifteen is real, people), and the people you surround yourself with. I adjusted by leaning into the 
things that I fell in love with in high school and choosing classes that I found super-cool. It’s 
harder to pay attention to things you’re not interested in or passionate about. I also participated 
in club sports and quickly found a work-study job in the English department. That position 
ultimately helped me get insider-knowledge on upcoming English and Creative Writing classes 
before everyone else, and I was able to get to know my professors on a more personal level. I’d like 
to think I never really had a “traditional education,” but that’s because I made that decision myself. 
MBM: Is there a specific memory from your time at SOA that you think showcases 

your SOA experience?
SM: After seven years at SOA, it’s hard to choose just one! But if I did have to boil it down to a few memories, two come to mind. The first has to 
be Art Smart in seventh grade. That year is brutal for anyone, but Art Smart offered us an opportunity to come together as a class, celebrate what 
makes us unique and different, and learn how to perform in front of a crowd. My second memory is five years later when we came together again 
for high school commencement. So much had changed, but so much stayed the same. I’ll never forget standing 
onstage alongside the creative writing class to share a powerful string of spoken word poems. To me, those 
moments epitomized what SOA is all about: creating the next generation of leaders empowered by the arts. 
MBM: What real-world lessons or skills has your time at SOA taught you?
SM: I can’t imagine my life without SOA! During my time there, I learned foundational skills that set me up for 
success in college, graduate school and in my career. Y’all may gripe about rehearsals, recitations, revisions, and 
group projects - but that’s literally what you’ll be doing for the rest of your life. Just by attending SOA, you’re a 
leg-up over the competition.  The culmination, the true test, of what you’ve learned is your senior thesis. I chose to 
pursue creative non-fiction and capture the voices of long-term residents in Mount Pleasant and their impressions 
of its recent development. In so doing, I learned how to “manage up” with my mentor, receive constructive 
feedback, interview and really listen to others, and “sell” my work. I used the profits of my final product titled 
“Before the Tide Turned” to pay for my freshman year textbooks. 
MBM: Any advice for students looking to pursue careers outside their major? What about advice 
for SOA students in general?
SM: I’d recommend all students have a good, long chat with their major teachers before graduating. There’s 
nothing better than having someone be your champion as you navigate adulthood. These are your mentors. They 
watched you grow up. They know your strengths, weaknesses and areas where you really flourish. Talk with 
them about your ideas for your college course schedule and ask them about what was going through their heads 
at your age. And for those exploring careers outside of their major, I simply want to say that you’re going to do 
great. Don’t think you’re starting from a blank slate. What you learned as a visual artist, bassist, or dancer are fundamental skills that you’ll use in 
whatever field you decide to pursue. The only question you need to keep in mind is: “Is this something I’m passionate about?” That’s everything.

Savannah Miller stands proudly in front 
of  the “Conférence sur les Changements 

Climatiques” in Paris, Fance.

Savannah Miller looks out over the African landscape.

A spider monkey and his new friend, 
Savannah Miller, hang out in the Little 

French Key, Honduras.

Provided
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How to Deal with Siblings
By Acadia Reynolds, 6th grade guest writer
So. Siblings. You love them and you hate them - but mostly you hate 
them. They are loud and obnoxious, or at least my twin brother is. 
Over the years, I have developed several strategies to ensure time to 
myself, or more often revenge. And pranks. Lots and lots of pranks.
    1. Lock your door
This may seem sort of obvious, but the best way to keep from interacting with your 
sibling is to make sure that they can’t get to you. To add a fun revenge element to 
it, lead them to your room, slam the door in their face when they try to walk in, and 
slip a note underneath the door that says, “Better luck next time!”
     2. Keep a heavy book handy.
Books are helpful for both entertainment and training siblings. When employing 
this tactic, make sure not to aim for the head, as that could cause permanent brain 
damage. When you have trained the sibling up nice and good, you will only have to 
pick up the book, and they will scram.
     3. Bubble wrap carpet
You will need bubble wrap and a small carpet or rug to use this tactic. Take some 
sheets of bubble wrap and put it inside your room, just in front of the door so that 
when the door is closed the wrap will be up against it. Take the carpet and put it 
down over the bubble wrap, arranging it so that you can’t see the wrap. Then when 
your sibling steps into the room, pop goes the bubble wrap!
     4. Fishing line doorway
Find some fishing line or other nearly invisible string and some tape. Take the string 
and crisscross it over their doorway, taping it down. Go heavy on the tape. You want 
to make sure it stays in place. Then aggravate your sibling, chasing them to their 
room so that they will not be paying attention. The string, which should stay in 
place if you use enough tape, will provide a strange feeling and shock your sibling.
    5. My bedroom now 
Move all your stuff into their room, and their stuff into yours.  Recline on their bed, 
and wait for the yelling to start.
    6. Flour tea
Make your sibling some tea, but when it is nice and hot and ready to be served, stir 
in a half or quarter cup of flour. When you serve it to them, make sure to say, “Hey 
(Siblings Name), don’t be afraid.”

An Interview with Mr. 
Phillips
By Ruby Varallo, 6th grade guest writer
Mr. JD Phillips used to be a sixth grade 
student teacher for Ms. Moschella. Now he has 
graduated from college and is the official B-day science teacher! 
I had a chance to do an update interview with him.
Ruby Varallo: What is your favorite candy?
Mr. JD Phillips: Sweet and sour skittles. Specifically the sour 
ones. I know it sounds weird but the sour skittles in the bag are 
better than the regular ones. 
RV: What was your favorite part of being a college 
student?
JDP: It was mostly all the new friends I met and the Watersports 
Club I was in.
RV: What was the worst part of being a college student?
JDP: Definitely papers. For a long time I had a hard time 
organizing my thoughts while writing. At first, it took me 
multiple hours to write just a three page paper.
RV: Do you get called a surfer dude a lot?
JDP: Actually I do, all the time. I don’t even surf, I wakeboard 
and sail.
RV: Opinions of pineapple on pizza?
JDP: Never, Gordon Ramsey agrees.
RV: In your interview in the first edition of Applause, 
you said you wanted to go teach a semester somewhere 
in Asia when you finish college. Is that still your plan 
now that you are teaching part time?
JDP: Yes, but it didn’t work out. My clinical practice (student 
teaching) lasted into December. All the places in Asia that I 
looked at started their semester in November.
RV: Finally and most importantly, do you hear Yanny 
or Laurel?
JDP: It’s weird, because I hear “Yerry.”
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SOA’s Winter Adventures
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Senior Galen Berger took beautiful pictures in Tulum, Mexico.

Junior Rebecca Clyburn met her hero, 
Chewbacca, in Disney World.

Seniors Lucas Clare, Jennifer Morales, 
Katie Inabinett, and Abi Brunson (left ro 

right) skated at the Carolina Ice Palace.

Junior River Abedon saw the Nothern 
Lights in Norway.

Senior Isabel Hubbard visited St. John’s in USVI and went skiing in Vail in Denver, 
Colarado. Sophomore Ben Hudd admired the Petit Palias 

in the UK.

Junior John White and seventh grader 
Susan White visited Seattle and Mt. 

Ranier in Washington.

Sophomore Eli Bundy skied some challenging runs 
in Big Sky, Montana, with their family.
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Schenayda Salido
Ninth Grade Visual Artist

Mackenzie Percy
Twelfth Grade Visual 

Artist

“Decades”

“The Hybrid Child”

Self-Portrait Under the Impression of Love
by Adam Krasnoff

Lately I have been trying to figure out the difference
between your appearances in my dreams and my 
afternoons. Once, you sewed bougainvillea behind your left
ear and called it spring cleaning. I called it Tuesday.
You taught me the multiple uses of the word
“unbridled”, from the Middle English unbrydled, meaning
1. not controlled or restrained, like the two of us standing 
together in the cold and misremembering where 
the other one’s shoulder blades are, or us two 2. not fitted
with a bridle, us horses out of pasture running towards
an unsightly future with hooves made of clay and long
dark memory manes. Lately I have been searching for new 
ways to describe myself to you. Lately you don’t smell so much like
cedarwood, and I still can’t tell what color my eyes are. You
tell me they are magnified by my glasses and up close
you can see yourself in them, which reminds me that 
you are one person I will never have trouble looking in the eye, 
perhaps because I am comfortable near you, but perhaps also 
because yours are tiny absorbent globes, twin black
holes for my best worst ideas. Have you ever been to
the Whitney? Have you ever watched fireworks from your
bedroom window? Has your father ever spoken to you
in a voice you didn’t recognize? Are you ever unsure if you
want dinner, even if you’re hungry? I suppose I am just
looking for further reasons to believe in your mythology. 
So far all of it has been strange and lovely to imagine. Imagine
this—we are driving along some back road, trying to avoid
interstate traffic, when we come upon a roadside stand
selling peaches. We approach the vendor side-by-side, our
arms locked like cultists. We have no idea who we are, we
tell him, and he nods knowingly, as though nothing has ever
made so much sense. On my worst days, I like to imagine I am 
the peach & you the vendor. I the stand & you the lost customer. 
I the road & you the leaves blown across it. I the forest & the birds
in the trees & the open air & the daylight & the cool of nothing 
wind reverberating in our souls as peach juice dribbles down our 
shirtfronts. You are my decision to exit the highway. You are my
glancing ahead at the right side of this empty road, turning on my
turn signal. Yes, I want to slow myself down in order to
stand beside you. Yes, I want to happen upon you when
I don’t expect it. Together, let our lives be messageless
fables. Let’s ride with our windows down, feeling
the day. Let our peach pits sit in our mouths until all 
the fruit is gone. Let’s not forget the taste. Let’s not 
forget that it is a Sunday, and that we are headed far from
here. We are arbiters of a green and beautiful 
destiny. We are licking our fingers. Neither of us knows 
the way out of these woods.

Student 
Artwork
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*My Sister’s House is a non-profit domestic abuse 
shelter that subsists mainly off of donations*
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Dr. Cook’s Corner

 January brings 
a new quarter, new 
semester and new 
year.  We get to start 
over. In some ways, 
it’s like getting an 
additional life in 
a video game, but 
now we know more 
about the pathways, 
rewards and 
challenges ahead.  
If we want to make 

progress and experience celebrations along 
the way, we have to log in or show up, keep on 
trying and learn from our mistakes. 
 At SOA logging in/showing up means 
more than being present and on time to class. 
It also means preparing for and following up 
on absences that result from the wonderful 
experiences that come with having an art 
majors.  Make-up work, content recovery 
and tutoring sessions may be necessary when 
classes have been missed.  When content and 
classes are difficult, it is especially important 
to keep trying. Teachers want students to be 
successful; they can offer tips and help that 
will help you get through the hard, extra hard 
or even nightmarishly hard units of study.  We 
also have to figure out which actions are most 
effective for every class, project, performance 
or assessment. Assignments come with a finite 
amount of time, and we want to use our time 
wisely so we can successfully move forward.
 We can crush 2019 and level up as 
we move into the third quarter. I am already 
looking forward to end of the year celebrations 
with our eighth graders, award announcements 
for our art majors and graduation with our 
seniors.  Keep showing up, keep trying and 
keep learning, SOA.  The reward is sweet!

Classic Book Review: The 
Inferno
by Elle Hueske

 For this issue 
of Applause I will 
be reviewing Dante 
Alighieri’s thirteenth 
century classic The 
Inferno, part one of The 
Divine Comedy. This 
epic poem is one of the 

most alluded to pieces of literature in history, 
due to the unforgettable imagery, stories, 
and moral philosophy contained within its 34 
“cantos.”  Since reading The Inferno, I have 
found important messages and symbols from it 
in many other novels, poems, and short stories. 
 The Inferno begins with Dante (the 
author and protagonist) finding himself lost 
in the woods (symbolizing spiritual darkness). 
The ghost of Virgil (a symbol of wisdom), the 
ancient Roman poet and author of the epic The 
Aeneid, serves as Dante’s guide throughout 
the forest and eventually into the “circles” of 
Hell. The only way to exit the woods is to go 
through Hell as no living individual has ever 
done before. Dante’s true love, Beatrice, is 
responsible for sending Virgil to help him 
through his journey. The concept of “Beatific 
vision” emerged as a result of her character. 
She was so idolized by Dante that it is today 
used to describe a connection with God through 
a person. Beatrice possesses “beatific vision” as 
she represents Divine Love. 
 Dante  descends through nine  concentric 
circles of Hell, each containing increasingly 
vile sinners. The circles are reserved for 
perpetrators of such sins as lust, gluttony, 
avarice/prodigality, wrath/sullenness, heresy, 
violence, fraud, and treachery in order. Some of 
these circles include sub-circles within them. As 
the crime becomes more severe, the punishment 
matches. For example, in the first circle of 
limbo those who lived before Christianity are 
free to amble among themselves, but are not 
punished greatly. Whereas in the ninth circle 
of treachery, Lucifer is seen as a beast and 
torments those within the freezing center of 
Hell. 
 However, it is not only in literature that 
Dante’s work applies. I think this is important 
to consider especially at an arts school like SOA. 
The Inferno and its content extends to music, 
theatre, and visual arts as well. In sophomore 
year, I took AP Art History. We studied The 
Scrovegni Chapel, a richly decorated chapel 
in Padua, Italy designed by architect, Giotto. 
Enrico Scrovegni commissioned the chapel 
in an effort to secure a position in Heaven. 
However, Scrovegni was a corrupt banker and 
Dante accused him of the “sin of usury.” Dante 
actually wrote about him as a member of the 
Seventh Circle of Hell: the circle for Violence 
due to the criminal means in which Scrovegni 
earned his wealth. 
 No matter one’s religious preference, 
The Inferno is an interesting read for all and a 
vital component of literature everywhere.

Junior Ring             
Ceremony Highlights

American Pie
A Celebration of 60s and 70s Rock ‘n’ Roll

Thursday, May 23rd, 2019 
Rose Maree Myers Theater

Congratulations, Juniors!
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Restaurant Review:
Minero
by Maya Green and River Abedon

Name: Minero
Location: Downtown (153 E Bay St, 
Charleston, SC 29401)
Grade: A

 For their January review, Maya and 
River decided to head back downtown, where 
they stumbled upon Minero, a Mexican 
restaurant with some tasty tacos. Tucked away 
on the upper floor of a narrow building on East 
Bay, Minero has the atmosphere of a secret 
hideaway. Steep stairs lead to an open, trendy 
location with mirrored walls, a large central 
bar, and booths all around. It feels warm and 
inviting, with plenty of natural light and some 
traditional Mexican papeles picados hung 
from the ceiling to give it an authentic vibe. 
 River ordered the charcoal grilled 
chicken taco, which contains unripe peach, 
cotija, lime, and pickled red onion, as well as 
a Mexican Coke for a total of $12.50. Maya 
ordered the Grilled Cauliflower taco with 
salsa macha, red onion, and cottage, as well 
as the Roasted Shrimp Taco with cucumber-
jicama slaw and salsa morita. Factoring 
in the Mexican Coke, her meal cost $13. 
 River feels that good Mexican food 
is all about rich, complex flavor from various 
food groups combined in a single tortilla for a 
stunning bite. A little bit of spice is important, 
too. Maya adores tacos, so her expectations 
were pretty high. While she didn’t want Minero 
to reinvent the wheel, she was anticipating 
a fun, modern twist on the typical taco. Also, 
soft shell only! Hard shells are Satan’s tacos. 
 Minero’s tacos are everything 
River dreams about. They are daring and 

complex, with 
untraditional 
flavor choices 
like unripe 
peaches and 
pickled onions 
which combine 
together with 
fantastic beauty 
to create one 
heck of a taco. 
When Maya 
took a bite of 

her cauliflower taco, the flavor punch knocked 
her to the floor! “Holy smokes!” she exclaimed. 
Rest assured, this was one good taco. Spicy 
enough to add flavor without obliterating her 

ability to taste 
for the rest of 
the day, the taco 
also combined 
sweet and 
umami flavors. 
The filling had 
c o n t r a s t i n g 
textures and 
was arranged 
on a soft, 
handmade corn 
tortilla to create 
the perfect bite. 
Her shrimp taco 
was quite tasty 
as well, but 
the cauliflower 
trumped all. 
She would have eloped with that cauliflower. 
 The chips were great as well, with 
some surprisingly sweetness to balance out the 
traditional salt. The classic cinnamon sugar of 
the churros was delicious of course, but what 
Maya and River really loved were the soft, 
almost custard-like insides. The bitter Mexican 
chocolate sauce had a pudding-like consistency, 
and while they didn’t dip every bite, it was a fun 
foray into more traditional Mexican flavors. 
 While some of Minero’s taco fillings 
are untraditional, Maya and River assure that 
everything tastes great. They advise to live 
without fear and order what looks good even 
if you don’t recognize all the ingredients; trust 
the process! They give this restaurant an A. 
Those tacos are just SO GOOD! If you want 
Maya and River to review your favorite eatery, 
let them know; they can be found frequenting 
Cafe Diem during most lunch periods.

Top 12 Movies From 2018 
by Lou Collins

12. Black Panther 
Another Marvel blockbuster more powerful 
and important than any before it. I left the 
theatre feeling content with the movie itself 
and overjoyed with the fact that a big budget 
studio put genuine effort into this movie. I 
believe that the movie deserved every bit of 
praise it got, but without the societal impact 
the movie was just okay. 
11. The Favourite 
A brilliantly crafted film that uses every aspect 
of the art to its advantage. Yogos Lanthimos’ 
unique style beautifully brandishes all its 
strengths within a period drama. The building 
of tension in creative ways throughout the 
movie keeps you on the edge of your seat. But

Lanthimos has one fatal flaw seen throughout 
his movies and this Oscar bait is no exception; 
the ending. After feeling like no one finished 
writing this story you may walk away from 
this movie realizing that there was barely a 
plot to end.
10. Twilight Saga: Eclipse
This was really a great extension of the perfect 
starting point that was set up by the first 
Twilight. I personally am more excited for the 
next movie Breaking Dawn. But I certainly 
would watch this again.
9. Crazy Rich Asians
A well made rom-com with an exciting cast is 
incredibly rare to come by. But this was 
exactly that! It’s a movie you could never get 
sick of watching while waiting for the sequel. 
8. Julio Torres’ sketches on SNL
Do you remember Lin Manuel Miranda calling 
home and describing a small Minnesota town, 
or wells for sensitive little boys? What about 
Kumail Nanjiani becoming Melania Trump’s 
best friend? Thanks, Julio Torres.
7. Mission Impossible: Fallout
I’ve never seen a Mission Impossible movie 
but Maya Cline likes this one and she’s the 
editor. 10/10
6. Interview With The Vampire
As timeless as Tom Cruise’s best role. This 
movie changed my life.
5. Hereditary 
Certainly the best horror movie of the year, 
disturbing to no end with a complex and well 
thought out story told using incredible actors. 
Every aspect of this movie works together 
brilliantly to keep the audience engage and 
entertained.
4. Dante Basco
Rufio from Hook, Zuko from Avatar the 
Last Airbender, Jake Long from American 
Dragon: Jake Long. Every role is iconic.
3. Isle of Dogs
The combination of entirely stop-motion and 
the style of Wes Anderson leads to every shot 
in this movie being a work of art. Everyone 
who worked on this movie brought the best 
to this project and it shows through the final 
product.
2. Spider-Man into the Spider-Verse 
Not only was the movie telling a perfectly 
crafted and comedic story, it also reinvented 
how the public views modern animation. 
This could lead to movies continuing to use 
animation to create bizarre and visually 
stimulating worlds that couldn’t be achieved 
with 2-D or stop motion instead of just trying 
to get as close to live action as possible. 
1. Avatar 
This came out in 2018, right?

Maya and River enjoy a traditional 
dessert.

The colorful array of tacos from
 Minero.
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says to “consciously release the past” which is not easy, 
but a good place to start is letting go of other people’s 
wrongdoings.

Libra (Sept. 23- Oct. 22): There will be changes in 
your social life this month which leave you feeling surprised 
at yourself, your emotions and your actions. Just remember 
who you are and the people that help you be the best version 
of yourself. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): There is a lot on your 
mind going into this year. And it’s okay to be overwhelmed, 
but starting this new year doesn’t have to be so emotionally 
distressing. You need to remember who you are and remind 
yourself of your own worth. Even if that means repeating “I 
am doing okay” in the mirror over and over.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22- Dec. 21): At the start of the 
year you might feel an urge to be more spontaneous and 
take more risks than normal. Embrace it! That urge can 
lead you to awesome expressions of creativity and amazing 
opportunities.

Horoscopes 
by Liv Provosty

Capricorn (Dec. 22- Jan.19): Avoid the drama this year. 
Might be difficult but it’s important to remain detached from 
the things that take away from the version of yourself that you 
genuinely like. Surround yourself with people that lift you up. 
Aquarius (Jan. 20- Feb. 18): Follow your artistic 
pursuits and learn as much as you can. There could be interesting 
new people entering your life this year who have a creative 
influence over you. As you meet new people you will gain friends 
and expand your new group.

Pisces (Feb. 19- Mar. 20):  Not everyone will love you all 
the time. It’s unfortunately true and there will always be people 
who doubt you. The most important thing is to practice what you 
preach and be an example for others. Try to avoid comparing 
yourself to others and keep believing that your talents and 
abilities are being noticed and will pay off.

Aries (Mar. 21- Apr. 19): Be like a mirror and reflect. I 
know that sounds like a fortune cookie pun but after this year has 
passed it’s important to take time to think about everything that 
has happened and your role in it. Because at the end of the day all 
we can really control is the way we act. So take a long look in that 
mirror, just don’t get too hung up about the size of your pores.

Taurus (Apr. 20- May 20): This month, you may need 
to let your guard down slightly.  I know your grit has helped you 
get a lot of what you’ve accomplished, which is amazing, but the 
relationships in your life may need you to let you trust them in 
order to make this next year even better.

Gemini (May 21- Jun. 20): Your relationships with your 
friends, family or significant other is on a good track going into 
this new year. Cue a collective sigh of relief. But it is important 
that you let go of materialistic things like that neglected pair of 
shoes that are sitting in your closet or the unused eyeshadow 
palette. Also, be sure to let go of any grudges.

Cancer (Jun 21- Jul. 22): Your hard work is being 
recognized and that’s amazing. Remember the people who helped 
you reach the points where you have felt successful and make 
sure to express your gratitude to them. You don’t have to deliver 
personal care packages to all of your friends but letting people 
know you care can only cause more success and happiness.

Leo (Jul. 23- Aug. 22):  “Work hard, play hard.” The old 
cliché is particularly relevant for you this month. But as you take 
life for all it has, remember to take care of yourself. The worst 
thing you can do is not prioritize your own health and well being. 
How can you take over the world when you are having a mental 
breakdown?

Virgo (Aug. 23- Sept. 22): Be honest with yourself and 
what you want this year. Keep in mind that this may not be what 
is exactly expected of you. There are a lot of new experiences 
coming your way, so freaking embrace ‘em. One of my sources

Head over to @soaapplause on Spotify 
for some a playlist to start your New Year 
off right with some feel good songs! 

Positivity Playlist! 

Spotify

“Younger Now” by Miley Cyrus

“With a Little Help from my Friends” by the 
Beatles

“Beyond” by Leon Bridges

“Hand in my Pocket” by Alanis Morrissette

“You Are the Best Thing” by Ray LaMontagne

“Sunday Morning” by The Velvet Underground

“The Way I Am” by Ingrid Michaelson

“I Wanna Go” by Yuna

“Breezeblocks” by alt-J

“You Can’t Hurry Love” by the Supremes

“Brown Eyed Girl” by Van Morrison

“Sunday Candy” by Donnie Trumpt and the Social 
Experiment

“Wait a Minute!” by Willow

“Here Comes the Sun” by the Beatles

“Girl Put Your Records On” by Corinne Bailey Rae

“Stand by Me” by Otis Redding
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Then and Now

Zachary Shirley investigates:
What is/was your favorite song in 

6th grade?

6th grade Band major 
Everett Landrinth 
loves “Lucid Dreams” 

by Juicewrld.

12th grade Vocal major 
James Leprette liked 
“Gangam Style” by PSY.
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SOA Sudoku

Help Ms. 
Honeycutt 
find Pixie 
the Pony! 



Sign of the Month:
“I Have a Dream”

Demonstrated by Jeni Kim
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The Trivia Challenge: Reality TV Edition

by Carson Stehling and Loulou Hranowsky

In honor of The Bachelor returning to the small screen, Carson and Loulou 
decided to test the reality TV show knowledge of two SOA students.

Questions:
1. Nina Garcia, the Fashion Director at Marie Claire, is a judge on which reality 
TV show?
2. The loud and outrageous director of which dance company was forced to 
leave the TV series based on her and her title winning students due to a tax 
fraud scandal?
3. Which Kardashian wedding garnered over 105.million views when it aired on 
the E! Network in August of 2011?
4. Prue Leith replaced what former judge on the world renowned baking show 
The Great British Bake Off?
5. What year did the reality series Survivor begin running?
6. Who was the race car-driving bachelor that controversially dumped the girl 
he proposed to at the end of his season of The Bachelor?
7. Which Shark Tank judge owns the Dallas Mavericks?
8. On what reality singing competition is Kelly Clarkson a judge?
9. Name the America’s Next Top Model judge that said the iconic quote: “I was 
rooting for you! We were all rooting for you! How dare you!?”
10. What is the country of origin of the reality dating show Love Island?

Answers 

1. Project Runway
2. The Abby Lee 
Dance Company
3. Kim Kardashian 
& Kris Humphries
4. Mary Berry
5. 2000
6. Arie Lunyendyk 
Jr.
7. Mark Cuban
8. The Voice
9. Tyra Banks 
10. The United 
Kingdom

Are you interested 
in competing in an 

upcoming Applause 
Trivia Challenge? If so, 
email mjmcline@gmail.

com 
Photos by Carson Stehling

soa-applause.com

1. America’s Next 
Top Model
2. Abby Lee Dance 
Company 
3. Kim Kardashian 
& Kanye West
4. Gordon Ramsey
5. 2002
6. Arie Luyendyk 
Jr.
7. Robert?
8. American Idol
9. Tyra Banks
10. England

1. Project Runway
2. Abby Lee Dance 
Company
3. Kim Kardashian 
& Kris Humphries
4. Gordon Ramsey
5. 2008
6. Jeff Gordon
7. Mark Cuban
8. The Voice
9. Tyra Banks
10. England

Miriam
9th Grade

Aris Jeffers
11th Grade

5/10 7/10

1. Start with 
one hand 
pointing 
towards the 
center of your 
chest.

2. Point 
your hands 
towards 
your chest 
on opposite 
sides.

3. Raise your 
left pointer 
finger to your 
temple.

4. Pull your 
finger away 
from your 
temple.

Photos by Kyliah Catalan

Aris takes the crown with a stunning 7 out of 10 questions 
correct! She’ll be back next month to compete again.
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“Other Side” by the Red Hot 
Chile Peppers  

-Ethan Dotta, 12th grade 
Theatre

“Playmate, Come Out and 
Play with Me”

-Ms. Fitz, High School Music 
Teacher

“Cry Baby” by Melanie 
Martinez  

-Taila Wilson, 6th grade 
Vocal

“The Choice is Yours” by 
Black Sheep  

-Mr. Hammes, Creative 
Writing Teacher

“Phineas and Ferb Theme 
Song”  

-Susan White, 7th grade 
Vocal

“Piano Man” by Billy Joel  

-Celeste Copland, 11th 
grade Piano

“Jump” by Van Halen  

-Mrs. Sullivan, Middle 
School Math Teacher

“Little Einsteins Theme 
Song”  

-Aidan Wood, 9th grade 
Creative Writing

“The Backyardigans 
Theme Song”  

-Brook Newman, 8th 
grade Vocal 

“Seasons of Love” from 
Rent  

-Sylera Morrison, 10th 
grade Theatre

What song 
do you most 

associate with 
your childhood?

by River Abedon and 
Lou Collins

Photos by River Abedon and Lou Collins
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