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Luke Shaw 
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A Letter from Our Advisor
Welcome to the twentieth annual graduation issue of Applause, which commemorates 
SOA’s senior class of 2020. Congratulations, Seniors! And thank you for allowing us to 
capture your reflections in these pages.  Publishing a 64-page full-color print edition of 
Applause during a pandemic came with its share of challenges.  But this year’s senior 
class has proven it can transcend obstacles, as their eloquent reflections richly convey. 
This issue of Applause is primarily written by seniors, whose essays and survey 
responses fill thirty pages, and their families, whose congratulatory messages fill 
another fifteen. Thank you also to our arts instructors for providing us with an 
overview of the year in each of their majors. To experience the energy and excitement 
of our recent Senior Parade flip to the centerfold.  We are grateful to SOA 2010 
valedictorian, Lauren DiNicola, for allowing junior editor Logan Baker to catch up with 
her regarding her continued success. Special congratulations  and a giant thank you to 
our graduating editor-in-chief, Maya Cline, whose diligence and acute editorial vision 
produced sixteen issues of Applause in her two-year tenure, and thanks to her staff for 
a great year.  And a very special note of gratitude to our layout editor, Peter O’Malley, 
who joined the Applause staff during quarantine and volunteered to help us overcome 
some of the barriers presented by distance learning while trying to publish a school 
newspaper. Peter managed to layout this colossal issue in a few days. His dedication 
and expertise have been invaluable and are greatly appreciated. Thank you to three 
other Applause staffers, Sam Clarke, Luke Shaw, and Peyton Smalls, who are moving 
on to college and whose work and input during Zoom meetings helped move this issue 
along.  Finally, we are grateful to Dr. Shannon Cook and our SOA staff, especially Sylvia 
Edwards and Charlene Feldman, for their assistance throughout the year. Stay well! 
Sincerely,
John Cusatis, Applause Advisor
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Applause asked the graduating class of 2020 to reflect on their 
time at SOA through a short essay responding to one of the 
following prompts: What would you do differently if you were 
entering sixth grade again? What do you hope to be doing in 
2030? Which teacher has impacted you the most? Reflect on 
any aspect of your years at SOA. Reflect on the value of an SOA 
education.

Carson Archie
 I have decided to continue 
my education at Wofford College 
with the hopes of either becoming an 
Environmental Protection Specialist or 
an environmental consultant or lawyer. I 
am hoping to gain the scientific and legal 
knowledge I need to help protect what 
natural resources we have left and to help 
reverse damages that we have made to 
the environment. My dream job would 
be to work at the EPA as a specialist, or 
with the Navy, due to the large number of resources and lands 
under their jurisdiction. I hope to pursue this path since it will 
allow me to be out in nature doing field research, and also make a 
significant impact on the legal front of environmental protection. 
I hope to continue to pursue my hobbies of running, and 
adventure sports on the side, as well as music. I don’t really know 
where I will be in the future, but I know what I want to be doing.

Jessica Bevins
 When I first auditioned for 
SOA in the fifth grade, I tried out for 
theater but I was rejected. I was a little 
discouraged, but I was determined to get 
in the next time I tried. Three years later 
I came back and auditioned for band and 
got accepted, and I was the only person 
accepted for my instrument. From that 
day SOA instilled in me that failure was 
never an option. Over the years I have 
come in contact with some Amazing 
teachers, who did nothing less than 
encourage me and help me be the best student possible. Along 

with meeting some of my lifelong friends, I am forever grateful 
for every opportunity and experience I have had as a student, and 
I wish the best for the future of SOA. I hope that they continue 
to grow young artists because we are going to change the world. 
Class of 2020, we out!

Aidan Billings
 Something unique about SOA 
majors is that many students get to take 
a class from their major teacher for all 
four years of high school, even seven 
years if they came for middle school. 
My major teacher, Dr. Selby, recently 
told me about an article he had read, 
where a neurologist studied the brain 
activity of subjects while they engaged 
in activities that caused them to “lose 
time.” He explained that this lost time is 
caused when someone does something 
so creative and joyful that they have no capacity to focus on the 
passage of time, because they are so involved in whatever that 
activity is. 
 Whether I knew it or not, I had come to SOA seeking 
this lost time, and for four years, I have been able to engage 
myself in music in so many different ways and lose time to pure 
joy. Whether I was playing classical music with a symphony 
orchestra, practicing by myself, or doing anything in between, I 
would lose time. Dr. Selby and my daily strings classes were what 
taught me how to do that, and I hope I remember how much joy 
they have brought me for my entire life, and that I can continue 
to lose time to music for decades to come.

Olivia Bouknight
 In the year 2030, I hope to be 
doing something that I love and that 
makes me happy. I want to be
able to fully support myself with my 
acting career. I want to have traveled 
to Europe and I want to have been in at 
least one Broadway production.
 I want to also pursue directing 
professionally. I want to eventually 

Applause presents
SOA Class of 2020 

in their own words...
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open up my own non profit theatre company for underprivileged 
children. All of these are really just goals. I don’t really care what 
I am going to be doing in 2030, just as long as I am happy and 
able to support myself.

Hannah Burton
 When I think about my time at 
SOA, it could have been much different 
without my amazing teachers. Firstly, 
Mrs. Baker, my design teacher, has given 
me a huge amount of love and support 
over the past four years. She was always 
the person to pick me up and push me 
to be a better person. She is a woman 
who balances being a mother, teacher, 
and a sewing, hard- working business 
woman all at the same time, but has never allowed her other 
responsibilities to get in the way of our classes’ success. I have so 
much respect for her.
 Next, Ms. DeTiberus gave me a backbone in ninth grade 
during her creative writing elective, one I was put into instead of 
freshman focus. Her guidance allowed me to not only win a
national Scholastic gold medal, but realize my importance 
as a human being. She allowed us to adjust her syllabus for a 
songwriting unit, which was probably the most fun I’ve ever 
had in a class. After meeting her and taking the elective, I now 
understand why fate put it on my
Schedule.
 Lastly, Dr. Cusatis, who has given me countless book 
recommendations in an attempt for me to love reading, even 
though Fight Club was the only one I ever finished. Not only a 
person who has tweaked my essays, he has also been incredibly 
supportive of my love of music. Allowing me to work with him in 
the rock concert “Free My Soul” and a theater production, Where 
Are You Going, Where Have You Been? Dr. Cusatis made me 
excited to come to school at a time when I was rapidly burning 
out from senioritis. The teachers at SOA are truly special. They 
have a desire to see their students be successful in any subject, 
and really take time to get to know each face in their classroom. I 
am forever thankful for how they have molded me into a stronger, 
more independent person.

Marie Cecil
 Being at SOA for seven years, I can 
say I received the whole experience that 
this school has to offer. Of course, anyone 
who has attended SOA knows that it is 
very different compared to other public 
schools. The atmosphere and personalities 
of any person who works or learns here is 
so unique. Because of this, I believe I have 

gotten the best education in one of the
best schools, and I’m writing to reflect on the aspect of this 
(though mainly reflecting on my high school years). An advantage 
that SOA has given is that you can learn and grow with the 
same teachers and students, as well as have new people arrive 
throughout the years. Major teachers play a large role in the 
development of a student, and by the end of their schooling 
career, some students can consider their major teachers 
respectable family. Everyone is close and extremely accepting of 
one another. That is such a benefit that SOA has offered that I 
have always cherished: it is that there is often no disrespect and 
each student is mature enough and willing to understand each 
other and their different (or similar) beliefs and opinions. The 
blending of the arts and education is also an advantage. I have 
always thought that these two areas of learning and passions pair 
very well together and often compliment one another. The best 
teachers teach impressional minds and this leads to a growth that 
in itself is unique. I have had very fond years here and am glad 
to leave knowing I have grown to become a better student and 
person.

Samantha Clarke
 If I could go back in time and tell 
6th grade Sam what to expect, I would 
tell her: Be patient, know your place, and 
don’t hold grudges. In my seven years 
at SOA, I have watched the same people 
thrive surrounded by the same beautiful 
group of friends, while I’ve tended to 
be a free floater, never really settling 
down with a tribe. I always told myself 
it was because I was more mature than 
my peers, or that I was just too eclectic, but deep down, I always 
knew the true reason. Perhaps you are an old soul and a little 
ahead of the game, but don’t let that idea get to your head or it 
will spoil your relationships with people. You have always been 
a nosy, oversharing type who, although you mean well, try to 
lay low and keep to yourself. Because you are wise beyond your 
years, as your family and favorite teachers tell you, you might feel 
a little bold at times to speak out at people who are way outside 
of your social circle. Don’t. Trying to look cool in front of the 
upperclassmen only makes you look less cool, and it will leave 
you feeling embarrassed and with a low self-esteem that will 
stick with you through your senior year. You may think you’re 
on their level, and maybe you are, but you’re doing too much. No 
one cares that you are fourteen and you listen to Mac Demarco. 
I promise. Lastly, stop holding grudges. Learn to forgive people 
who have hurt you. And trust me, a lot of people will. You’re 
about to go through so much inevitable heartache, betrayal, and 
loss. All the petty drama is not worth it. Forgive more, love more, 
and live more.
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Alex Clifford
 Sitting at my computer in a 
position of retrospect, I realize that all 
seven years at SOA were shaped by my 
time in the creative writing department: 
the teachers, the people, the Christmas 
parties, the sno-cone machine, the 
keurig, the bean-bag chairs, the rugs 
and couches and throw pillows, karaoke, 
mountain hikes, the party supplies 
stored in the middle school computer 
lab, Taboo, a game or two of charades, 
Beaufort beach trips, pizza parties, movie nights, etc. And now, 
here I am, trying (and failing) to put to words how resonant these 
years have been, how these friendships morphed into family. So 
how can one really sum up seven years in a 100-300 word essay? 
I remember the first day of sixth grade, stepping into the writing 
hallway, and staring up at a wall plastered in posters--the book 
covers of previous students--and, now here we are. Soon, our own 
book covers will be plastered on that same hall, and all I can think 
to write is how incredibly humbled I am to have grown up and 
alongside the eleven others in my class.

Maya Cline
 The first thing I think of when I 
think of an SOA education is, of course, 
the major. I had the opportunity to be in 
the Creative Writing program from 6th to 
12th grade and, although there
were many times I was in over my head 
with the workload (my own fault for 
procrastinating)- I loved my time there. 
Having my major as a constant was such 
a relief throughout high school when 
so many other things in my life were 
changing. Outside my major I’ve had 
some amazing teachers like Mr. Short and Ms. Orchard (just 
to name a few) that went above and beyond to show they care 
for their students. Another great part of an SOA education is 
being surrounded and inspired by talented people at every turn. 
On the Friday before the quarantine, I watched a theatre show 
in the Black Box Theater after school. The script for the show 
was adapted from a Joyce Carol Oates short story by a junior 
Creative Writer, performed by high school Theatre majors, and 
accompanied by a band made up of students from various majors. 
It wasn’t anything big or fancy but I remember thinking how 
lucky I was to be sitting there watching it. At the time I had no 
idea that would be my last day at SOA, but looking back, I’m so 
glad it’s one of my final memories on campus.

Rebecca Clyburn
 In my time at SOA I had many 
wonderful and not so wonderful 
classroom experiences. I learned a lot in 
almost all of my classes, whether from 
the teacher or my peers, but I learned the 
most from freshman biology with Mr. 
Short. Mr. Short’s biology class had the 
strongest impact on my life because of 
his dedication to teaching, respect for his 
students, and passion for the subject he 
teaches.
 While rereading the letter I wrote 
to myself in ninth grade, among many other things what stood 
out to me was that even from the very beginning of high school, I 
knew I wanted to be a biologist, and this, in large part, is because 
of Mr. Short and his class. Mr. Short may seem strict at first, but I 
truly believe it’s only because he cares so deeply about giving his 
students a good education. Mr. Short taught me about biology, 
but even more than that he taught me to be
organized and punctual, tools I will use my whole life. In my 
junior year taking AP Biology, I grew to love the subject even 
more and I highly recommend taking the class if you can. I just 
want to thank Mr. Short for taking the time to help each and 
every one of his students when they need it and for being such 
an amazing teacher. I’ll be thinking of you in all of my college 
biology classes!

Cecilia Connelly
 Transfering to SOA as a junior 
was a fluke. I had auditioned for vocal (it 
was not a great audition to say the least) 
and was prepared to spend the next two 
years at my old school. When my mom 
woke me up an hour before my theatre 
audition asking me if I still wanted to go, 
I figured, why not? Being offered a spot 
in the theatre program was a huge shock, 
but I was excited. My first two months 
at SOA were spent in complete culture 
shock. This school is a completely different world from the one 
I had previously known at my old school in every way possible. 
That was around two years ago. Now, celebrating the end of my 
senior year, I am realizing how truly grateful I am to have spent 
the last years of high school in such a special place. My time spent 
at SOA completely altered the course of my life and my future. 
Coming in with very little theatre training and being molded by 
the most incredible teachers has helped me realize how much I
genuinely like performing. I was able to join, and even start, clubs 
that had never been available to me and form relationships with 
teachers that were more special than any before. I’ve met so many 
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people who have changed my life forever. The SOA experience is 
nothing I could’ve ever prepared for, but one that I will cherish 
forever.

Caroline Conway
 I can’t imagine another high 
school where I could pass students 
casually making their own sneakers 
in the breezeway or hear actual angels 
caroling in the hallways. Witnessing the 
unbelievable talents of my friends and 
my classmates has been a simultaneously 
humbling and hopeful experience, and 
seeing the beauty my peers consistently 
contribute to the SOA community gives 
me great optimism for our future.
 Earlier this year, a somewhat 
defeated friend of mine from another high school remarked that 
not one of her teachers cared about their students as individuals. 
The reason this shocked me so much was that this statement 
could not be made at SOA with any semblance of truth. In my 
seven years at SOA, I don’t think I’ve made it through a single day 
without at least one teacher sincerely asking how I am. SOA, at its 
core, is like one large, crazy family reunion; each major is its own 
family unit, and I’ve been incredibly lucky to experience not just 
one, but two of these families.
 During my time in theater, I got to compete for a (fake) 
sacrificial goat for the Festival of Dionysus, analyze the plot 
of The Sandlot, and ponder the mysterious karma chain that 
hijacked our study of stage combat. As a group, we were pretty 
wild, but we had fun. My creative writing family has been just 
as wonderful. Whether attempting to make sno-cones with 
sweetened condensed milk or (gleefully) executing the best Lake 
Logan prank in history, they crack me up, and they’re what’s 
made SOA feel like home these past four years. I love this school 
and these people, and I wish we could say a proper goodbye, but 
I suppose this is it. SOA, I’ll miss you, but I’m not worried. I’ll be 
back.

Megan Dinh
 In 2030, I hope to be working 
in some type of pharmaceutical setting 
or taking a couple of months off to 
visit a new destination. I plan to attend 
the University of South Carolina as a 
Pharmaceutical Sciences major and 
travel to various locations during my 
P4 rotations. During my undergraduate 
studies, I will work towards a minor 
in Health Promotion, Education, 
and Behavior while maintaining the 

Pre-Pharmacy and Gamecock Pharmacy Assurance Program 
curriculums. As of now, I am interested in pursuing a dual degree 
consisting of a PharmD and a Master’s in Public Health from the 
College of Pharmacy and Arnold’s School of Public Health. So 
here’s to hoping all of that gets me to where I want to be in ten 
years lol.

Katie Dorn
 Out of all the classes I have 
taken at SOA, creative writing has made 
the most impact on me. Ever since 6th 
grade, the creative teachers have been 
a set of adults that I can look up to and 
find support in, even if I didn’t ask for 
it. It is such a fun, and honestly chaotic 
when we want it to be, program and my 
senior classmates have been really great. 
Each teacher has their own way of letting 
each and every student know that they 
appreciate and genuinely think about us, 
which is something that I think I honestly took advantage of until 
junior year. As a whole, my favorite part of SOA has been the 
senior creative writing class environment.

Ellen Emge
 While most schools have music playing and artwork 
decking the halls in celebration of 
pep rallies or holidays, these have a 
permanent presence at SOA. You cannot 
go a week without hearing someone 
singing or playing their heart out in the 
hallways (during class) or the breezeway 
during lunch. I would not have it any 
other way. It has been an amazing 
experience to go to school each day and 
do something I love. 
 Although it came with multiple 
iron burns and pin pricks, the learning 
and experiences I encountered during my past four years at 
SOA are things I will always be grateful for. The teachers are 
supportive and invested not only in a student’s success in a 
particular class but also in their life success and enjoyment. They 
are always ready to cheer on their students both in and out of the 
classroom and especially at performances. 
 It is easy to take such amazing daily experiences for 
granted. That is something that this time away from school, 
family, and friends has taught me. SOA has been an amazing 
chapter of my life. I cannot wait to see what the incredible class of 
2020 does next.
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Lisa Fimian
 If there was something I would 
do differently if I did this all again, it 
would be to realize that life’s moments 
will come to me when they’re supposed 
to. Trust the process and don’t get caught 
up in life’s rush. I took my academics 
seriously throughout high school, which 
is important of course, but too often I 
was agonizing over minute details instead 
of stepping back and admiring the big 
picture. I wouldn’t have taken myself 
so seriously; we won’t be young forever. 
There are only so many hours in a day. Don’t wait to do what you 
love, but stop worrying— every experience will eventually get you 
to where you are supposed to be.

Katie Jo Gelasco
 Nothing has helped me realize the 
privilege I have at SOA more than taking 
two classes at Magnet this year. I will 
not say anything explicitly unpleasant 
about my time there, but I just remember 
a general air of competitiveness and 
stress. The differences between our 
schools are glaring. In my experience, 
here, teachers do not teach to a test, but 
rather for the sake of learning. Life does 
not revolve around the next project or 
test. I have always thought the best part 
about SOA was how we had a chance to breathe, relax, and do 
what we love for at least a quarter of our day, something many 
parents in the district may look down upon. As a strings major, 
I have had the privilege to learn from one of the best string 
educators in the country and experience once-in-a-lifetime 
performance opportunities. It’s hard to realize how lucky we all 
are until the realization that arts fall last to everything at almost 
every other school (with Magnet having virtually no programs). 
Embracing the eccentrics of SOA is part of the fun: our spirit day 
is a powderpuff game, assemblies are showcases, and you may 
hear some spontaneous caroling from Dr. Cusatis’s room the 
day before winter break. I know some people believe that high 
school is just preparing you for college. But education at SOA has 
not only prepared me academically but shaped me into a well-
rounded person by infusing the arts daily.

Julian Gioia
 I would not be the person I am today if I was never a part 
of SOA Jazz. I befriended so many people that are near and dear 
to my heart and it inspired me to take my major seriously. While 
Mr. Turner has been a great addition to the SOA faculty, I will 

deeply miss Mr. Kerr’s witty
personality and his open display of care 
for every member of the band. He was 
the most encouraging teacher I ever 
had in my six years at SOA. Jazz band 
performances and rehearsals were a place 
where I really felt like I was building 
relationships around music. I’m so happy 
to have gotten to perform with such 
talented musicians like my man JT Ho-
Mueller the piano god. In conclusion, jazz 
is pretty tight.

Emma Gladden
 I entered SOA as a sixth grader, 
and I would tell younger me to branch 
out with your interests more. I had a 
passion for both singing and visual arts. I 
stayed consistent with Vocal for all seven 
years, which was an amazing experience, 
but I always wonder what it would have 
been like to switch majors once and learn 
something different. There isn’t any 
shame in switching around and trying 
new things. I’m really excited to be able 
to dive into everything I’m passionate 
about in the next few years at college.

Lauren Hagood
 In ninth grade I went to Wando 
High School, and band was super serious 
because it was marching band But at SOA 
I got to be more creative with my music 
and my academics. SOA is a school like 
no other, and I am so grateful that I had 
the chance to attend. If I were a sixth 
grader going to SOA, I would take every 
opportunity given to me to be creative 
and learn more about my major. I would 
practice my instrument more often and 
prepare for lessons better. The class that had the biggest impact 
on me was band because throughout the years Mr. Turner, Mrs. 
Reed and Mr. Kerr have done everything they could to help us 
get better and make us good musicians. Mr. Kerr has helped the 
band a lot by coming out of retirement to teach us last year. We 
wouldn’t have made it without him. Mr. Turner has also had a 
positive effect on my life. He is a great director and teacher, and 
it was fun to be taught by him because he always wanted the best 
for the band and helped us get there.
 In 2030 I would like to either be working as an architect 
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or a musician. I want to be living in a nice house with a good job. 
I want the house to be super modern and I want it to have a pool 
in the backyard.
 My years at SOA have been great. I have made so many 
great friends and I will miss them in college. I hope to continue 
talking to them while we’re on our different paths. They are the 
best part of my experience at SOA. I’m so glad to have met them. 
SOA will be a school that I will always be grateful for and always 
remember. I’m grateful for all of the teachers that I had, and I’m 
glad I got to be in their classes. Thank you to everyone who made 
SOA what it is.

Maria Hitopoulos
 I’ve learned lots of tips and 
tricks in fashion. I’ve learned time 
management, technology, how to ask 
questions, and even how to assemble a 
dressform. However, I’d say the most 
important thing I’ve learned is that 
there’s always more to learn. When I first 
came to fashion I already knew how to 
hand sew, machine sew, etc. I thought 
I’d be way more advanced than everyone 
else, but little did I know I was about to 
join a class with eleven other amazing 
artists. We moved at a similar pace, and as time went on, we 
started to find new interests. Some of us got into jewelry making, 
specialty fabrics, draping, prop making. I think it’s so amazing we 
were all able to find a passion for them through the major. Miss 
Baker always encouraged us to find our own path and gave us the 
tools to go through it. I now realize that art is a lifetime learning 
experience, and I’m in it for the long haul. Since I’m going to 
college for fashion design, I will have a head start because of the 
major. I will keep an open mind because I know I have so much 
more to discover.

Jacob Hoch
 SOA provided an opportunity like few others in my life. 
Being able to practice my art gave me 
a focus in every school day for the past 
seven years that I do not think I would 
have had otherwise. Having a core group 
of friends that I found in my major also 
contributed to my performance in other 
subjects. I think specifically being in 
a collaborative major, such as strings, 
allowed me to develop many of the same 
teamwork and interpersonal skills that 
would be gained through something 
like sports. I also think that much of the 
critical thinking that I was able to use in academic subjects was 

developed in my major.

Wren Hoertdoerfer
 I’d like to dedicate this essay to 
Dr. Cusatis. I know I wasn’t a very 
good English student, so thank you for 
everything :)
 This essay is being written Friday 
May 22 (the day it’s due), shocker. As 
I look over at my bag filled with the 
goodies from our senior parade, it is 
obvious the heart and dedication that 
has always reverberated throughout our 
school, no matter the circumstances. 
I am so thankful for my four years at 
SOA: I’ve made so many wonderful friends (who are all going 
on to amazing places to do amazing things!), been inspired by 
some of my favorite teachers, somehow thrived in the abandoned 
ceramics room, saw countless talented performances, had some 
questionable fashion choices, read most of my summer reading, 
and managed to only get one speeding ticket in the process.
 I’ve heard people say that the more ready a child is to 
leave the nest, the better the parent has done raising them - or 
they could just be really terrible parents, idk. With that in mind 
I know I can attribute my excitement and beyond readiness for 
my new adventures to come, not only my parents but to SOA, the 
place that has allowed me to evolve and be ready to spread my 
wings.
 I will hopefully be in Boulder, Colorado this fall attending 
University of Colorado Boulder majoring in chemical and 
biological engineering and exploring the mountains.

Evelyn Howe
 I would do absolutely nothing 
different, because everything I’ve done, 
and all the choices I’ve made have built 
me into the person I am today. When 
I was in sixth and seventh grade, I 
constantly compared myself to others. I 
based my self-worth on which math class 
I was in. Silly, I know. Sometimes I wish 
that I could’ve been more confident in 
myself and my abilities, and realized that 
it doesn’t matter how others view you; 
it only matters how you view yourself. 
I learned that the hard way in eighth grade. I’m happy that I 
went through that experience and learned to stop constantly 
comparing myself to others. If I could go back, and change how I 
felt about myself then, I wouldn’t because then I don’t think the 
importance of self-love and self-confidence would be as instilled 
in me as it is right now.
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 And then there was high school. I can think of a million 
mistakes I made. I was absolutely clueless. I wanted to fit in 
so badly, to be a part of a group so that people wouldn’t think 
poorly of me. I hung out with the wrong people, people I thought 
were genuinely my friends but weren’t even close. I can see that 
now. Of course, I wish I could’ve realized this sooner, instead 
of spending years trusting people who excluded others and 
manipulated as a pastime. But then who’s to say I would’ve made 
the friends I have now? I am grateful for those people, because 
they taught me how to stand up for myself, and what actual 
friendship is supposed to look like. I don’t know if I would’ve 
come to realize it any other way.

Olivia Howe
 If I could go back to sixth grade 
and do it all over again, I would branch 
out from my friend group and make 
a bigger effort to get to know people. 
I was pretty much involved with the 
same people for five years, and I believe 
it limited me to meeting other, great 
friends. Don’t be afraid to go out on your 
own and sit with a new group at lunch or 
in a class where you have no friends. I can 
say from personal experience, that when 
I branched out from who I thought were 
my only friends, I made connections and relationships that will 
last far beyond high school. And I just wished I had made them 
sooner.

Helen Izzo
 When I entered SOA as a 
freshman, I had no idea what to expect. 
I was so excited but also nervous about 
going to a new school and starting high 
school. I couldn’t imagine attending 
another school. SOA has such a great 
community and made me feel so 
welcome; it’s like a big family. I’m so 
thankful for Ms. Baker for helping and 
believing in me these past four years. 
Being a fashion major has been so 
rewarding and has helped me learn more 
about myself; my fellow fashion designers are like sisters to me. 
My major has taught me so much about designing and what it’s 
like working in the fashion world. I will take these skills and 
continue to use them in the future. I’m leaving with so many great 
memories that I will never forget. This school has taught me so 
much during the time that I was here. I’m so grateful for everyone 
that has made this experience wonderful.

Alysha Kindred
 What teacher or class has had the strongest impact 
on me and why? Mr. McCauley’s AP Psychology class had the 
strongest impact on me. Since the career that I wanted to go into 
needs some experience in psychology, I requested that class not 
knowing what to expect. I absolutely loved that class not just 
because we played Jeopardy and Quizlet 
live to get ready for tests or laughing 
about how much Mr. McCauley liked 
smooth jazz, but, I really enjoyed what 
we were learning. One has told me that 
you should pursue a career that you 
absolutely love and gives you a challenge. 
AP Psychology was definitely a challenge, 
but I really enjoyed my time in the class. I 
will always remember Mr. McCauley and 
my 3A AP Psychology class.

Cameron King
 I believe education to be a basic 
human right, and I would consider it 
necessary for any modern society to 
function. That being said, I believe an 
SOA education is particularly valuable. 
Not only does SOA provide instruction 
in the core subjects, it also does what 
most schools don’t and provides an 
opportunity to focus on art, as well. I 
would consider art, and education in 
the arts, to be just as important as any 
of the core subjects. Yet many schools 
have lackluster and underfunded arts programs. This is part of 
what makes SOA special. There are very few schools that provide 
the high quality arts education that SOA does. Art is important 
for its own sake, of course, but it can also help create more well-
rounded students. It has been known to improve mental function 
and problem-solving. People have been creating all manner of 
artwork since the dawn of time, from cave paintings to creating 
and playing instruments. It is vital to continue the artistic 
tradition. SOA is a model of what every school should be.

Abby Kothera
 In sixth grade, I was convinced 
that I would be going to college on a 
volleyball scholarship, I would give up 
music after high school, and that I would 
have a perfect score on the SAT. My 
senior self thinks that is hilarious! I was 
extremely naive, and, looking back, I 
wish I had put less pressure on myself. In 
middle school and my freshman year 
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of high school, I gave myself the impossible task of balancing a 
social life, music, sports, and academics. My parents helped me 
decide that this was too much for  anyone to handle. I stopped 
playing club volleyball, which was devastating for me at the time. 
However, it gave me more time to focus on my studies and music. 
Joining the orchestra my sophomore year was a turning point for 
me and where I truly fell in love with music. It was an amazing 
outlet and taught me so many life lessons. I learned how to be 
a soloist and how to convey emotion through the connection of 
notes. I loved the challenge of playing professional pieces and 
playing with friends that cared about music as much as I did. 
SOA gave me amazing opportunities through both the band and 
orchestra programs that have changed the trajectory of my life. If 
I told my sixth grade self that I would be going to college to study 
music, there is no way I would have ever believed it. I want to 
thank all my amazing music teachers Dr. Selby, Mr. Turner, Ms. 
Reed, Mr. Kerr, and my private lessons teacher Zac Hammond, 
who helped me get to this point in my life. I will forever be 
thankful!

Lillian Kozlowski
 Dr. Selby’s orchestra class had the biggest impact on me 
during my four years of high school. 
When I was going into fourth grade, my 
mother offered up the idea of my joining 
the school’s strings program just to see 
if I would enjoy playing an instrument. 
I told her, “yes,” and started out on 
the viola because there were only two 
other violists, and I thought it would 
make me special (sorry fourth grade me, 
everyone makes fun of violists). I really 
enjoyed playing, and decided to try out 
for SOA on the viola. I got accepted and 
throughout middle school Mrs. Mears helped me hone my skills 
to prepare for Dr. Selby’s class.
 When I got into ninth grade, it astounded me how 
different the orchestra setting developed from elementary school 
to high school. More responsibilities were thrust upon me as a 
player, and I took them all as challenges to better myself. Dr. 
Selby is wonderfully kind and knows how to tell you how you can 
improve without making you feel embarrassed or silly, but he 
can also be serious and keep us working hard if a performance is 
close. I learned discipline in his classroom, as well as problem-
solving skills and how to work alongside others. I want to thank 
him for how much he’s affected my confidence in my skills, and 
for everything he’s taught me.

Frances Kuester
 If I were to enter SOA as a sixth grader all over again, I 
don’t think I would do anything differently. I am by no means 

saying I went through middle and high 
school perfectly with no bumps, but 
all those rough patches are important 
learning experiences. Throughout those 
seven years, I gained friends and lost 
some; I took classes that both challenged 
me and helped me decide what I would 
study in the future; and I was given the 
opportunity to explore music with many 
amazing teachers and students. I came 
out with a lovely group of lifelong friends, 
a strong support system from some of 
the greatest teachers, and a great deal of memories to cherish 
for a lifetime. All that being said, I do have one piece of advice 
for myself. During freshman year, don’t forget your phone under 
your seat in the auditorium during band camp: it will get stolen.

Manuel Laguna
 By 2030, I either want to be a 
full time Delta Airlines pilot, or a famous 
hip-hop producer. Whichever it is, all I 
know is that I have to work non-stop. I 
have to first find a way to get my foot in 
the door. Whether it’s non stop studying 
about the plane and going to ATP, or non 
stop sending my music to many rappers 
and waiting for record labels to respond. 
It is also about perseverance. If I have 
perseverance and good time management, 
I could eventually accomplish both of 
those dreams. So that’s what I plan to do.

Cecilia Lomano
 When I arrived at SOA seven 
years ago as a band major, it reminded 
me more of a community college campus 
than a middle or high school. I had no 
experience playing in a band before SOA, 
and the expectations of my academic and 
arts teachers challenged me more than 
I imagined they would. The best part of 
SOA, I learned, is the faculty. My English 
teachers, especially, were funny, smart, 
kind, supportive and, in general, amazing 
people. I had many great teachers, but my English teachers were 
my heroes. In band, I had the privilege of having Mrs. Reed, who 
was both nurturing and tough, a perfect middle school teacher. I 
learned to play the French horn while also completing mundane 
tasks such as emptying the valve. I never would have thought 
that was a necessary action. I learned how to keep up with my 
instrument, music, stand and concert dress and juggle 
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my academic load while developing new friendships and social 
groups. It was a very busy, exacting time. When I got to high 
school, I was fortunate to have Mr. Kerr for my band director. 
He was very knowledgeable and extremely kind. He helped me 
make the transition from middle to high school. My senior year 
in band I had the benefit of having Mr. Turner. He is an excellent 
musician and a great leader. He is capable of great empathy and 
compassion toward his students, which was a gift. SOA provided 
me with an exceptional education, the ability to play the French 
horn in a large symphony concert venue as well as an intimate 
chamber music environment, and rewarded me with important 
friendships and relationships. I will miss SOA and go on to my 
next academic pursuit well prepared as a result of my time here.

Brianna McElroy
 If I were entering SOA as a sixth 
grader, I would probably go back in 
with a whole new mindset. I would go 
in with no previous ideas of how the 
next seven years of my life would end 
up. SOA provides you with so many 
opportunities and friends that I never 
thought would be possible. It’s so much 
different than a regular school. Being in 
an art school puts you around people who 
you automatically connect with. I would 
go back and soak in every single moment. I wouldn’t take any of 
it for granted. Every bad moment would be taken as a lesson, and 
every good moment would be cherished forever. Not having a 
proper ending to this senior year has left me wishing that while I 
did get to go to school, I had realized how lucky I truly was to be 
in such an amazing place with such great people. 

Abby McGlaughlin
 Dr. Selby’s class definitely had 
the strongest impact on me throughout 
my four years in high school. When I 
started high school, I didn’t try as hard 
as I should’ve in strings because I never 
thought that I could get better. But the 
longer I was in his class, the more I was 
starting to enjoy playing my instrument. I 
started practicing more and really focusing 
on getting better. He never gives up on 
his students and does the best he can 
to make sure they’re getting all the help 
they need. Dr. Selby has taught me that even if I wasn’t the best 
player in the class, that didn’t mean I was any less important. I 
was lucky enough to have him as a teacher but also as a friend. He 
not only taught me to appreciate the violin but he also taught me 
important life lessons that I’ll keep with me forever.

Sterling Moore
 The value of an SOA education 
is immeasurable. Finding one place 
filled with so many artists is amazing 
and makes the bond you form with them 
even more real. Before I went to SOA, I 
had never really felt like I fit in at school. 
I was the weird, quiet one who liked to 
keep her distance. But being around 
all that art and creativity was amazing. 
I made friendships I hope to carry 
with me forever. And it’s hard to even 
say how much my art has improved. 
Looking at my pieces from sixth grade to now is incredible, and 
I know it would not be possible without my visual art teachers. 
They taught me so much and helped me grow as an artist and 
person.

Anna Ottinger
 When I look back at being at SOA, 
I will always remember the friends and 
the memories I have made here. I will 
think of the many lunches where I could 
sit and catch up with my table, and I 
will think of all the times spent with my 
castmates in the theatre department. 
I came into SOA as a sophomore after 
an unsatisfying year as a freshman at 
my previous school. When I wanted to 
audition, my mother looked at me like I 
was crazy, but I do not regret my decision 
one bit. SOA gave me some of the best friends I could ask for 
and a true sense of community. Thank you to all my wonderful 
teachers and classmates for making my high school experience 
one to remember.

Sienne Rodwell
 At SOA, the years get better 
and better as they go. As a student at 
SOA, you will never have a regular high 
school experience. Which honestly, is 
disappointing at first, but the longer you 
think about it, the more thankful you’ll 
be that you’re at SOA. I can’t even begin 
to explain the culture shock I had when 
I was new to SOA as a freshman, from a 
more “normal” school. At first, I hated it. 
But, you will soon notice the wonderful 
things about SOA. At no other school do 
you have as much leeway to be an individual. At no 



June 2020 Senior Reflections Page 13

other school do you get to wear whatever you want to school and 
be so minimally judged for it. There is honestly no other school 
that allows you to develop such a strong character, and gain 
confidence in being unique. Also -never stop protesting! The 
student body is what makes the school great, regardless of what 
some authorities may try to tell you ;). Let your voice be heard 
ladies and gents.

Caroline Salisbury
 I have been at SOA since the sixth 
grade. Typically, you go to middle school 
for three years, then go to a new campus 
for high school. Not with SOA. We have 
been together through all our middle and 
high school phases. What is so special 
about being at SOA is the closeness 
with your major peers. We have grown 
together and will graduate together. A 
thing to remember about being an SOA 
student is the teachers who were always 
there for you and had an impact on your high school career and 
will still be there for you in the future. SOA is small, but everyone 
is very close. The teachers know each student well and want the 
best for each of them. I will miss them all but hope to see them all 
soon!

Luke Shaw
 Dr. Cusatis’s class had the most 
impact on me without question. From 
philosophical views to Bob Dylan trivia, 
I’ve learned so much. I had heard so 
much praise from my brother who 
graduated in 2014, so he was already a 
giant in my life before I even met him. 
From the first time I walked into his AP 
Language class as a fresh-faced junior 
with more passion than I knew what to 
do with, I felt that I was going to find 
ways to harness this excess of excitement just by looking at the 
posters on his wall and the slightly scattered-conversational-
whisper tone he used in lectures. I quickly realized that some days 
I would learn more in his class than any other class, sometimes 
without even putting pen to paper. I also worked with him for two 
years on Applause and participated in the “American Pie” concert 
of the 2018-19 school year. I found solace within the pages of 
Jack Kerouac and the stanzas of Robinson Jeffers thanks to him. I 
would likely be a chaotic ball of energy (more so than what I am) 
that wouldn’t have a clue of where to begin with writing if I hadn’t 
taken Dr. Cusatis’s classes. Through his encouragement and 
advice to “cut out the dead wood,” I have been able to attempt to 
express the inexpressible through paper and pen. My advice to 

underclassmen--give AP Language and AP Literature a shot. Keep 
an open mind and try to find that hunger you didn’t know you 
had until you stumble upon the cure for it.

Caitlin Shelor 
 Over all my years at SOA, with 
the stress and pride of going to such 
an incredible school, I learned that 
bonding with my major teacher is one 
of the most important things I could’ve 
done (and did). As a Creative Writer, 
I can definitely say that all three of 
the Creative Writing teachers had 
the biggest impact on me. Of course, 
they taught me so much about writing 
and how to write a book, things that 
I never would’ve learned without 
them. Although, while that is something greatly appreciated 
(and needed), my teachers provided even more, going above 
and beyond as people to help their students grow over the past 
seven years. They’re always available to joke around and give 
you a laugh. More importantly, if you need them to be, they can 
be vulnerable and understanding, providing ears to listen and 
shoulders to cry on and advice to give. Their support taught me 
so many things about life and what I deserve as a person. They 
taught me how to grow, to learn, to live, to laugh, and to love. I 
never would’ve been able to accomplish what I did without them, 
and I am forever grateful for them.

Peyton Smalls
 In 2030, I plan on putting my 
degree to use by becoming either a 
traveling research scientist or becoming 
a lab environmental scientist. I looooove 
traveling so that is the main part 
that’s motivating me. That and being 
a part of nature 24/7. After I get out of 
college, I’m going to be taking part in 
internships to get my foot in the door 
to becoming successful. I don’t plan on 
having any kids or anything like that 
cause I want to be financially stable 
before I have more mouths to feed.

Symone Smith
 I would get my parents to invest 
in the stock market and go to certain 
stores for lottery tickets. Maybe I would 
place bets on the presidency, and all the 
other major events that happened in the 
recent past. But I think primarily, I 
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would like to get a head start on school-work. I would take more 
time to enjoy the years with my friends. It would be nice to get 
a jump-start on my major work. But most of all, I would want 
to make sure that I enjoy and appreciate time the time I have to 
spend with friends and family.

Heather Snook
 SOA gave me the best secondary 
education I could ever have asked for. It 
taught me time management, passion, 
excitement, and most of all compassion. 
Working with others on projects or 
problems is one of the most valuable 
things you can do. I can honestly say the 
sense of community at SOA was stronger 
than I ever imagined it would be. I 
honestly came into the school, unsure 
of what to expect, hearing all sorts of 
opinions on the school, but you just have 
to come in and make it your own and make the best of it. I did not 
realize how amazing of a community we had until my high school 
years because there comes a time when you respect your teachers 
more and you realize they also respect you. You are building the 
person who you are becoming and that is no easy task. I am not 
saying everything was simple or it was harmless in any way, but 
I know what kind of person I want to be because of SOA. I know 
who I do not want to be, and I do not want to be someone who 
is content with mediocrity, because that is not what myself or 
anyone else around me deserves. The staff at SOA really showed 
up for us for our senior parade and it was so much more than my 
class ever expected to receive. It brought me to tears and that was 
when it really hit me how much we are having to leave behind. 
But I do have to say there is much in store for the Class of 2020. 
We have handled this pandemic with grace and strength, and we 
will only be stronger from it. As Winnie the Pooh once said, and 
rightly so, “how lucky I am to have something that makes saying 
goodbye so hard.” Farewell.

Carson Stehling
 I have had a lot of really amazing 
teachers while at SOA. It’s difficult to 
pick just one. Mr. Short modeled respect 
and kindness. Ms. Orchard taught me 
it’s okay to ask for help. Dr. Cusatis 
showed me there’s always room for fun 
in the classroom. But I owe a lot of who 
I am to Mr. Younts, who recruited me 
to be in the Fighting Gnomes at a point 
in my life when I was deeply insecure 
and lacked identity. I had social anxiety 
and I was terrified of making mistakes. 

But for some reason he thought I would be good at doing improv 
for strangers, and somehow, by the grace of God, I am. Having 
someone so stoic and guarded believe in me and see talent in me 
gave me confidence. He trusted me in gnomes, he trusted me 
with difficult roles, and eventually  I began to trust myself. SOA 
theater has been so crucial in my development and so much of 
that is thanks to Mr. Younts. I have confidence now that follows 
me on and off the stage. Some of my lowest moments and some 
of my proudest moments have been in the Black Box Theater, and 
I am deeply grateful to every member of the theater department 
for getting me to where I am today, but this one goes out to Mr. 
Younts.

Lillian Sterba
 Looking back on my time at 
SOA, I can say that I am truly so grateful 
for the opportunities and memories I 
have had at this school. As we all know, 
SOA is a unique, special place and I 
would not have wanted to have spent 
the past seven years anywhere else. 
Though our time at SOA was sadly cut 
short, I am comforted knowing that I 
am leaving with lifelong friendships, 
countless memories, and an amazing 
mentor. Throughout my seven years at SOA, I was inspired by my 
classmates daily because of their passion and work ethic. Thank 
you, Class of 2020, for growing up with me. I am so lucky to have 
had an experience like this that makes saying goodbye so difficult.

Ameline Stewart
 My four years at SOA had a bigger 
impact on me than I ever thought they 
would going into high school. I walked 
through the doors of the high school 
building for the first time not knowing 
where anything was or who anyone was. I 
was scared, but almost right away I knew 
I was where I was supposed to be. My 
freshman year was full of growth. Within 
the first three months I (finally) grew out 
of my “emo phase” and decided to take a 
shift in how I presented myself. I made 
wonderful new friends and lasting bonds with my teachers that 
I’m happy to still have today. My sophomore year started out 
rough; I was having a tough time figuring out who I was, but with 
the help of some therapy and the right people to talk to, I was 
able to come out of it stronger than ever. I even gave myself the 
name you all know and love, Amel! When people say junior year 
is the hardest year of high school, listen to them. It might not be 
the most awful year of your life, but things can get 
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messy, academically and personally. Mine started out great! I let 
go of things that were bringing me down and became a part of 
the first group of friends I really felt included. Things began to 
roll downhill around the beginning of second semester (watch 
out for that! It happens to the best of us), where my mental 
health began to decline, and I felt I had nowhere to go. However, 
through therapy (again) and some good old fashioned healthy 
coping mechanisms, I finished out the year with purple hair and 
a big smile on my face. I was ready to take on my senior year, 
which turned out to be the biggest and best year of my life so 
far. I’ve never bonded so much with people through the stress 
of not knowing where to go next. I became closer than ever to 
my friends (through some ups and downs). I got into my dream 
school, my dream majors, and have never been more excited for 
the future. And as pitiful of a finish to the school year Miss Rona 
has made it to be, I wouldn’t have changed it for the world. I’m 
going to miss JJW, strings with Dr. Selby, and all the unique and 
wonderful things about SOA that I’ve come to love over these 
past four years. But I’m prepared for the future and excited to see 
what all is ahead. Goodbye, SOA, you’ve been good
to me!!

Lauren Stewart
 My time at SOA was nothing 
short of a dream. School is school, and 
I would often hate the thought of sitting 
in classrooms seven hours a day, five 
days a week. SOA, however, is a place of 
artistry, self-discovery, friends, family, 
and growth. Learning in a community as 
gifted and accepting as SOA was crucial 
to the development of my character and 
to my education, as I was able to use 
my major as a creative vent throughout 
my years of study. SOA taught me to 
appreciate the diverse cultures and unique capabilities of others 
by giving its students a platform on which their voices could be 
heard. Each major was equitably celebrated and provided an 
outlet for students to express themselves differently than would 
be possible in a regular classroom, which I valued greatly as a 
strings major. I am so glad I auditioned for SOA in sixth grade; 
who knew the best seven years of my childhood would be spent at 
SOA.

Hannah Switzer
 One thing that was a constant during my years at SOA was 
going to lunch. It’s something we did
daily with very little variance. When I started at SOA as a 
sophomore, I remembered being worried about who I would sit 
with. I didn’t know but two people at school then, and they both 

had their own friend groups. My friend 
Caroline, a fashion major who graduated 
last year, took me under her wing and 
we sat together. Once I developed my 
own connections, I began to really look 
forward to lunch everyday; it was an 
opportunity to catch up, vent, laugh, 
complain, and relax. Junior and senior 
years came and my lunch bunch became 
more constant; my table consisted 
of seven girls with whom I have built 
amazing bonds. We spent countless 
lunches laughing our heads off, not to mention quite a few spent 
lamenting over work we had to do or projects we were stressed 
about. Being allotted a 40-minute time slot in the middle of the 
day to spend with these people made even the most stressful of 
days bearable.

Joshua Tolbert
 The class that had the strongest 
impact on me was vocal. Although I 
didn’t enjoy every day, I wouldn’t switch 
my major whatsoever. Mr. Rogers and 
Ms. Hammond have been the greatest 
teachers that I could have ever asked for. 
They always wanted what was best for 
us and pushed us to be not only great 
singers, but hardworking and intelligent 
young adults. I never took for granted 
the lessons and talks that they had with 
us whether it was during class, on a trip, 
or right before a concert. Something that I’ll never forget is Mr. 
Rogers and Ms. Hammond telling me that I was just a great and 
respectable young man; that means so much coming from them. 
I just want to thank them for being such awesome teachers and 
always seeing a light in each one of their students!

Molly Weaver
 I’m so grateful for SOA for giving 
me a place to act every single day for the 
past seven years. But especially for giving 
me my best friends. I love them so dearly 
and some of my fondest memories of 
high school are having fun with them in 
rehearsal, or backstage before a show.
Nothing ever felt like work with them; it 
just felt like a group of people sharing the 
thing they love with the people they love. 
All of the theater teachers have had such 
a big impact on me and have helped me 
grow as a person as well as an actor.
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Layla Wheelon
 Attending SOA allowed me to 
nurture a diverse set of interests during 
youth’s time of delicate development, 
which shaped me in innumerable ways. 
My time here not only deepened my 
passion for both the sciences and arts 
but made me hunger to know more. 
Writing nonfiction and poetry has shown 
me the power of self-evaluation and 
self-excavation. Through my seasoned 
instructors and talented, encouraging 
peers, I am learning to use vulnerability 
to transcend cultural and ideological barriers. Engaging in 
the arts has been invaluable in developing my goal to become 
an occupational therapist, a profession in which I will be able 
to engage both my research-oriented mind and cultivate my 
creativity to develop personalized plans. Even beyond the 
practical scope, SOA’s interdisciplinary approach to learning and 
the creative writing program, specifically, made me acutely aware 
that everyone has a story, and from this stems my goal to always 
extend compassion to others.

Kyra Wilson
 SOA is not your average high 
school. You are able to practice your 
art everyday of the week, which is not 
something you will find in most high 
schools. Being able to go to your major 
class during the day served as a refresher 
from my academic classes, which I loved. 
If I could do anything differently from my 
years at SOA, I would have put myself out 
there more. I did not get to know a lot of 
the people in my class because I would 
only talk to my friends, but if I could have 
a do-over, I would definitely reach out to my fellow classmates. 
The teacher that had the biggest impact was my major teacher, 
Ms. Benson. Piano is not a big major, so we have a lot of one-on-
one time with her. I have been with her since middle school, and 
she was basically a mother figure to a lot of the piano majors, 
myself included. By 2030, I hope to be a pilot in the
Air Force. To make this happen, I will be participating in Air 
Force ROTC while in college, and my minor in aeronautical 
engineering will help me learn the information that is needed in 
order to be a pilot. Being a student at SOA has definitely shaped 
who I turned out to be. Because of my time here, I learned a lot 
about myself and those around me, and I will be taking these 
lessons with me throughout life.

Kailyn Wrighten
 When I stop to pause and think 
about the past four years I spent on the 
Bonds-Wilson campus, tears begin to 
fill my eyes. No words can describe what 
joy has filled my life since becoming a 
student at SOA. School of the Arts has 
given me lifelong friends and memories 
that I will forever cherish. Although we 
don’t have the traditional high school 
experience, we are given opportunities 
that we wouldn’t ordinarily get 
anywhere else. Where else could you 
go and perform at a national conference for orchestra teachers? 
Where else could you go and be a member of the best orchestra 
and band programs in the country? Here we are pushed to reach 
for the stars and explore our fullest potential. Thank you to my 
classmates for making us the BEST class to ever grace SOA halls 
and to our teachers for always pushing us to be our personal 
best. On our worst days you saw our best and made us work 110% 
harder than the day before. Thank you for 4 amazing years SOA. 
Class of 2020, we out!

Jenna Zardus
 I remember the end of my eighth 
grade year, when everyone was deciding 
whether to leave SOA and attend another 
high school or to stay. I, myself, was in 
quite a conundrum deciding between 
Magnet or SOA. My sister had gone 
to Magnet and that made me want to 
continue on the same path. However, 
I knew that if I went, I wouldn’t be 
intrinsically motivated enough to balance 
my schedule between academics and 
music. At the time, I didn’t think that my 
musical education was that important, and I didn’t think that I 
would miss the arts curriculum or the people if I left. Boy was I 
wrong. Looking back, I can’t imagine not having the arts in my 
life or the individuals that complete the class of 2020. You all 
have taught me the true definition of acceptance and unity. Each 
and every one of you is so uniquely amazing, and I wouldn’t trade 
my journey with you guys for the world. Thank you, SOA, for the 
memories, the laughs, the after-school rehearsals, and the overall 
experience. You will be missed.

Congratulations,
class of 2020!



Brianna McElroy Anna Ottinger

Kyra Wilson

Senior Congratulations

You have made us 
so proud already 
and we cannot 
wait to see what 
you do next. Go be 
amazing, Baby Girl! 
Love, Your Family.

We are so proud 
of you!
Best wishes to you. 
Congratulations!!
 
The Wilson & 
Dunmeyer Family

Anna, we are so proud of you! Never lose your 
sense of humor or your ability to make the best 

of a situation! May this be the beginning of 
your many accomplishments! 

We love you!
Mom, Dad, and Jack 

Maya Cline

These shades. Your 
future.  Way to 

go Editor-in-Chief! 
We are so proud. 

Much love - Mom, 
Dad and Elsa
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Henry King
You have 
accomplished 
amazing things 
at SOA, most 
importantly 
perfecting your 
skills as a musician. 
You will be 
extraordinary at 
University of South 
Carolina School of 
Music!

Layla Wheelon

Olivia Lopez Carson Archie

We’re so proud of 
the young woman 
you have become 
and can’t wait to 
see what path you 
choose next! We 
love you!

Papi, Mami, Ethan, 
and Milo

We couldn’t have a 
better son!  Your future 
looks bright – keep 
on smiling, your kind 
spirit brightens so 
many lives!  Wofford 
will be an awesome 
next chapter in your 
life!  So, so proud of all 
you’ve accomplished 
and all your hard 
work!
We love you! 
Mom and Dad

Congratulations, Layla! 
We couldn’t be more proud! 
We’re so excited for what’s to come!
Love,
Mama, Daddy, Rachel, Livvy, & Wyatt
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Cameron King

When you say you will, you 
do - and look what you’ve 
achieved! We are so proud of 
you and can’t wait to see what 
you’ll accomplish next - in 
your own colorful style. In a 
cookie cutter world, you’re a 
macaron! Go Tigers! 

Senior Congratulations

Lauren Hagood
Lauren, we are so proud of you! The Clemson Bridge Program 
is lucky to have such a superstar coming there in the fall. We 
hope they have good sushi at Clemson. Stay amazing!
Love, Mom, Dad, Charlie, Miller and Eliza

You are a gift to us - a girl as beautiful inside and out as the 
music she makes. “Bless you my child.” I love you!
Nana

Sweet Lauren, we’re sure 2020 is just the beginning of your 
accomplishments. You are a shining light in the lives of many. 
Prayers and blessings for your next adventures in life. Congrat-
ulations and Love, Dolly and Bop
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Abigail Blankenship Alexis McCutchen
Abbey Lane, 
We are so proud 
of you. Your 
independent and 
self-reliant streak 
has allowed you 
to overcome and 
accomplish so 
much. You’re 
amazing.  We love 
you. 

Mom, Dad and D

We’re extremely 
proud of the 
wonderful young 
woman that you’ve 
become! We look 
forward to amazing 
things in your 
future. 
Love - Mom, Dad & 
AJ 

Hannah Burton
“There are far, far better things ahead

than any we leave behind.” – C.S. Lewis

We are so proud 
of you! Can’t 
wait to see what 
you will do next. 
Congratulations 
on your 
graduation. Love, 
Mom & Dad
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Senior Congratulations

Ellen Emge
We are proud of you, your creativity, your accomplishments 
and the manner in which you choose to go about life. You 
live this statement every day. 
“Real style is never right or wrong. It’s a matter of being 
yourself on purpose.” ~ G. Bruce Boyer

You’ve got so many 
great experiences and 
opportunities are ahead 
of you. Be sure to enjoy 
them.  Congratulations!
   
With love, Mom, Dad & 
McCormick

Marie Cecil
Way to go Marie!
We are excited to see where
 you take your future.
We love you very much!
Love,
Mom, Dad, Emily & Henry
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Hunter Garrett Lauren Stewart

Hunter, 
Proud of you for 
creating your way in 
this world.
“If it makes you 
nervous - you are 
doing it right” – 
Donald Glover
Love, Mom, Halle 
&Dave

Lauren. Sweet. 
Considerate. 
Intelligent. Practical. 
Hilarious. Resilient. 
Appreciated and 
loved by many. Ours 
to share with the 
world. We love you. 
Mom, Dad, Gabe.

Aidan Hahn Billings

We are in awe of your 
talent, determination, 
unwavering focus, and 
tireless hard work!  You 
weave a tapestry of music, 
joy, intelligence and 
wisdom into the world. We 
can’t wait to see where the 
next chapter leads!  Love 
you!  Your family
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Sebastian Cabrera
I will be forever grateful to have a son like you in my life; overall 
you have been this little person who has become the greatest 
person in my world. I am amazed by your character, by your 
temperament.  I recognize you are very intelligent;
however, cunning fits you better. Because it is part of your fate, 
CLASS of 2020 will be historical. I can see you transcend, now 
and forever. I admire you there for I love you. Enjoy this 
success and be aware of the power and great responsibility that 
this will bring.

Hats off to you, Sebastian Cabrera!!!

Senior Congratulations

Katie Jo Gelasco
Katie Jo, we are so proud of all 
your accomplishments and of the 
wonderful person you are.  We can’t 
wait to see what you do at
Florida State!

Love
Mom and Dad
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Joshua Tolbert
Congratulations Joshua from
Mom, Dad, Daniel, and the entire family!

We all are so proud of you and
know that greatness is in your future.

This has been a wonderful journey
watching you grow through the years and now you
are off to college to begin the next phase of your life. 

Be Blessed in all that you do as we will always be there for you!
 
With Love from your Family!

Caitlin Brianna Shelor

CONGRATULATIONS!
We are all so proud of you! 
You’re all grown up and 
ready to take on the world. 
We’ll miss you up at Ithaca 
College!
- With Love, 
Mom, Dad, and Emily
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Senior Congratulations
Caiden Schales Christina Lewis

“Now go, and 
make interesting 
mistakes, make 
amazing mistakes, 
make glorious and 
fantastic mistakes. 
Break rules. Leave 
the world more 
interesting for your 
being here. Make 
good art.” -Neil 
Gaiman

We couldn’t be more proud of you, 
Christina, and we can’t wait to see 
what’s next.  We love you so much.  
Congratulations!

Maddie Morton
Madeleine, you 
did it! We are so 
incredibly proud of 
your determination 
and hard work over 
the past 12 years! 
We can not wait to 
see were your love 
of baking will take 
you! WE LOVE 
YOU SO MUCH! 
Mom, Dad, Jack, 
Stacey and Vivian. 

Olivia Bouknight

Congratulations, 
Olivia. This is the 
beginning of you 
journey. Stay true 
to yourself and 
enjoy the ride.  Love 
you! Dad, Mom & 
Charlie
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Caroline Salisbury

Congratulations, Caroline Iris! 
We are so proud of you!
Dream. Believe. Dare. Do.
Love, Mom, Dad, and 
Annabeth

Katie Dorn
Congratulations Katie! We are so very 
proud of you and all that you have 
accomplished.   We love you, Mom and 
Daddy
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Luke Shaw

Luke, one of our greatest 
joys has been watching you 
grow from a funny little red 
haired boy into the kindest 
person we know. 
 We are so proud and 
we love you. Mom, Dad, 
Timothy and Sandy

Alysha Kindred
Congratulations Alysha!  We couldn’t 
be more proud of you, and can’t wait to 
see what the future holds for you! Love 
Momma and Daddy

Olivia and Evelyn Howe
So proud of you Olivia & Evelyn 
Howe.  Congratulations on your high 
school graduation and all of your 
accomplishments!  Love, Mom & Dad  
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Maria Hitopoulos Emma Rose Gladden
“Congratulations 
Maria Hitopoulos! 
Boston Bound!”

It’s been a joy watching you grow into an 
amazing, smart, beautiful
young woman. You make us so proud!
Love, Mom, Dad and Timothy

Abigail Rea

Congratulations Abbie!  
You make us so proud and 
we are excited about what 
your future holds. Always 
be brave and determined 
and be sure to have fun 
too! We love you ~Mom, 
Dad, Emily, Olivia, and 
Kasara
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Senior Congratulations

Lillian Sterba

 Congratulations to our 
shining star, Lilly!  We are 
so proud of your
accomplishments and your 
golden heart and can’t wait 
to see what you
do next!
Love,
Mom, Dad, Annie & 
Margot

Samantha Clarke

I’m not ready for this but YOU are and “Oh The Places You’ll 
Go!” Love your heart and so proud of the human you are.    
Mom
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Lisa Fimian Allison Combos

Congratulations! 
We couldn’t be more 
proud of the smart, 
talented and beautiful 
young lady you have 
become.  Clemson 
University is lucky 
to have you!  Prayers 
and well wishes for a 
wonderful future. We 
love you more than 
you will ever know!  
Mom and Dad

Molly Weaver
Molly, You are a true 
gift - kind, beautiful, 
independent, funny, a star 
chef/baker, and so much 
fun! What an adventure 
you will have in NYC at 
Pace University diving 
into acting for film and 
television! We love you so - 
Mama, daddy, Clayton and 
Maggie

Congratulations,
Lisa Cecilia Fimian
on your SOA high 
school graduation!
You make us 
proud every day!
We love you! 
Mom, Dad, Lena
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Senior Congratulations

Abigail Judith Kothera Helen Izzo

Congratulations 
Helen ! We are so 
proud of you and your 
accomplishments . 
Best wishes at the 
College of Charleston ! 
We love you
 Mom , Dad & Joey 

 Congratulations Abby!  
We are so proud of all 
you have accomplished 
over the past 7 years 
at SOA.  It’s been an 
amazing ride.  And 
remember this is only 
the beginning!  We can’t 
wait to see what the 
future holds for you.
 Love Mom, Dad and 
Kylie
#2020Strong
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Cecilia Lomano Ameline Stewart
Ameline, “Life is one grand, sweet song, 
so start the music” - Ronald Reagan. 
Congratulations, SOA Grad, Belmont 
Bound! Love, Mama & Georgia  

Congratulations, Cecilia 
on your very fine 
achievement! We are so 
proud of you and all your 
hard work. Best of luck 
on your next academic 
adventure!! Remember: 
“All that you are 
seeking is also seeking 
you.” -Rumi
Love you to the moon 
and back. Mom & Allen, 
Tristan, Dad, Grandma, 
Grandpa and Jean



SOA Class of 2020
Senior Parade
May 21, 2020
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What is the most important thing you’ve learned at SOA? 
Carson Archie: I have learned how to be 
disciplined with work and how I manage my 
time, also how to be able to listen as much 
as possible to learn, rather than speak.
Jessica Bevins: To embrace your talents 
and to never give up even when things get 
hard.
Aidan Billings: I’ve learned the 
importance of friends.
Olivia Bouknight: The most important 
thing I’ve learned at SOA is that hard work 
does not go unnoticed.
Hannah Burton: Being true to myself.
SOA is full of fabulously weird people, which 
has allowed me to genuinely discover who I 
am.
Marie Cecil: The most important thing 
I have learned is to become accepting of 
everyone, including yourself.
Sam Clarke: “You gotta know right here; 
there’s sometimes when you think you’re 
right, you’re wrong.” - Mr. White.
Alex Clifford: I think one of the most 
important things I’ve learned at SOA 
(besides not to mess with the school goose 
mafia) is to value the act of creation, 
which, as I write this, sounds incredibly 
pretentious, but in retrospect I truly 
appreciate being immersed in a creative 
environment brimming with talented, 
creative people.
Maya Cline: How to avoid melodrama (in 
short stories and real life).
Rebecca Clyburn: The most important 
thing I’ve learned at SOA is that a positive 
attitude makes any situation better.
Allison Combos: Vending machines are 
unreliable.
Cecilia Connely: To be vulnerable without 
fear or regret. Also, if you look good enough, 
no skirt is too short.
Caroline Conway: Through a lot of trial 
and error, SOA’s taught me that it really is 
important to make time for friends and for 
fun.
Megan Dinh: Time management. Gotta 
have it.
Katie Dorn: Everyone is just a little weird, 
no matter how much you try to pretend you 

aren’t. Just like what you like and do what 
you want, and you will find your people.
Ellen Emge: Even if sometimes the end 
goal seems impossible, there is more often 
than not a way to reach it, especially with 
help.
Lisa Fimian: Be kind, not perfect. Do 
everything you do with love, and never stop 
learning.
Katie Jo Gelasco: Whether it was in 
orchestra or NHS, SOA has taught me what 
it means to become a leader.
Julian Gioia: Blowing into a big metal 
thing is pretty cool.
Emma Gladden: Grades are not 
everything.
Makayla Gonzalez: I’ve learned to 
flourish in confidence. It’s something I have 
never been able to do at my past schools, 
and I am just happy I was finally able to 
express myself wholeheartedly.
Lauren Hagood: Creativity is important 
and it brings us together.
Jake Hoch: Functioning in the dysfunction 
of SOA has taught me to be able to work 
inside a system and get what you need out of 
it even if it might not serve others well.
Wren Hoertdoerfer: You get out what 
you put into it.

Evelyn Howe: The importance of 
community, inclusivity, friendship, and 
courage.
Olivia Howe: I have learned that no 
matter how different you think you are, 
there is always someone just as different 
as you. I think I can speak for many SOA 
students when I say that this school was a 
place where we really felt like we belonged, 
regardless of what you studied or loved.
Helen Izzo: The most important thing I’ve 
learned at SOA was designing. I have always 
wanted to learn and these last four years 
I have grown so much as a designer and 
have been able to create things I thought I 
would’ve never learned.
Alysha Kindred: The most important 
thing I’ve learned at SOA is that band isn’t 
just about playing music; it’s about sticking 
together and becoming a family.
Cameron King: Be organized; ask for help 
if you need it, and make friends or you will 
be lonely and sad.
Abby Kothera: The most important thing 
that I have learned at SOA is that no matter 
how difficult life gets, there 
will always be friends, family, and teachers 
to support you and who want you to succeed 
no matter what.



June 2020 Senior Surveys Page 35
Lillian Kozlowski: I’ve learned how to 
work well with others and how to integrate 
many ideas into a single project.
Manuel Laguna: Not to sound cliche, 
but to honestly not care about what others 
think. Even if you have to stand up for and 
defend yourself, so be it. That’s just life.
Cecilia Lomano: Learning to play the 
French horn as my major, which was nicely 
balanced by valuable social experiences.
Brianna McElroy: No matter what, there 
will always be people who have 
your back.
Abby McGlaughlin: I learned how to 
appreciate the arts and to keep trying no 
matter what.
Sterling Moore: The importance of having 
friends and just being yourself.
Anna Ottinger: The ability to work 
creatively with a team of people.
Sienne Rodwell: Even if you don’t think 
you’ll like something, you should give 
it a chance, and even if you don’t like it, 
something good will come out of it.
Luke Shaw: Do your homework.
Caitlin Shelor: I’ve learned the true 
value of friendship. People come and go 
throughout your life, but the ones who 
stay by you are often the most important. 
The people at SOA are who you grow with 
the most, and I’ve learned to never take 
a moment with your friends for granted. 
My friends are like a family to me. This 
pandemic definitely served as a reminder of 
how important friends are.
Peyton Smalls: It’s nothing like 
Victorious.
Symone Smith: Deadlines are killers, and 
sleep should be more important in schoo;” 
we need to bring back nap time.
Heather Snook: One of the best things 
I learned in my time at SOA is that being 
a part of a group that shares in similar 
passions is one of the best feelings in the 
world, and that should be major motivation 
for what you decide to strive for in your life.
Lilly Sterba: The most important thing 
I’ve learned is to set goals for yourself and 
work hard to achieve them.
Ameline Stewart: The most important 
thing I’ve learned is how to have a good 
work ethic and how to balance academics 

with things I love to do (it’s harder than it 
looks!).
Lauren Stewart: One of the most 
important lessons I have learned at SOA 
is the importance of appreciating and 
respecting each and every individual. Every 
student at SOA is unique in their own way 
and they are encouraged to show creativity. 
SOA is one of the most accepting schools 
out there, and I am so honored to have 
been a part of such an artistically gifted 
community.
Hannah Switzer: The most important 
thing I’ve learned at SOA is the value of 
good friends. The friends I’ve made while at 
SOA have proved to be so incredibly loving 
and constant as we all navigated through 

life that I dread being without them in the 
future.
Joshua Tolbert: The most important 
thing I’ve learned at SOA is to always be 
myself. There are always people that are 
going to look down or hate on you for 
certain things, but that shouldn’t stop you 
from being yourself.
Molly Weaver: I have learned how to 
be a part of a production with little to no 
funding, as well as realizing I am in charge 
of my own future.
Layla Wheelon: I’ve learned the value 
of pursuing your multitude of passions in 
addition to working towards your goals. 

Even seemingly random interests that do 
not align with your education or career 
plans can end up shaping your life path and 
your character at its core.
Kyra Wilson: The most important thing I 
have learned is to be accepting. SOA has a 
pretty diverse student population and being 
exposed to that really opened my eyes and 
showed me that it is ok to be different.
Jenna Zardus: The best people I met were 
those that would offer me a stick of gum first 
thing in the morning, go with me at lunch to 
get a fork after mine dropped on the ground, 
and put up my chair at the end of the day if 
I forgot to and was already halfway out the 
door. This is the kind of person I strive to be 
going forward.
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What quote do you want to be remembered by?
Carson Archie: “Life isn’t about winning; 
the trick is to endure, because one day 
you’ll wake up and you’ll be the last one 
standing.”- Jim Gaffigan.
Jessica Bevins: “Always remember you’re 
too legit to quit”
Aidan Billings: “The greatness of a 
community is most accurately measured by 
the compassionate actions of its members.” 
– Coretta Scott King

Olivia Bouknight: “I love what I do, and 
I love the audience, and I love the fact that I 
get to do it, and I love, I love our craft very, 
very, much, and it’s a noble craft. We have 
a responsibility to it, and to the audience, 
and to the playwright, and to the message. I 
won’t ever care less”- Patti Lupone
Hannah Burton: “The burden of love 
weighs heavy on the heart and heavier on 
the wallet” -Adam Krasnoff
Marie Cecil: “Why are we stopped, it’s a 
green light?” -Me
Sam Clarke: Since my yearbook quote was 
misprinted: “If you are successful, you will 
win false friends, and true enemies. Succeed 
anyway.”- Kent M. Keith (read by Hedy 
Lamarr)
Alex Clifford: “I’m volun-telling you.” - 
Mr. Lindgren
Maya Cline: “Fear does not work as long 
as there is hope.” - President Snow, The 
Hunger Games: Catching Fire
Rebecca Clyburn: “We are all worms but 
I believe I’m a glow worm”

Allison Combos: “Does my hair look 
okay?” - me 24/7
Cecilia Connely: “The only rule is don’t 
be boring and dress cute wherever you go.” - 
Paris Hilton
Caroline Conway: “You conniving bundle 
of seaweed!” ~ Layla Wheelon
Katie Dorn: “I regret nothing. The end.” - 
Ron Swanson, Parks and Rec
Ellen Emge: “What if I fall? Oh, but 
darling what if you fly”-Erin Hanson
Lisa Fimian: “You can get what you want 
or you can just get old.” - Billy Joel
Katie Jo Gelasco: “If you’re a gay 
guy looking for a beard, I don’t do that 
anymore.” -Liz Lemon
Julian Gioia: “F G Ab Bb G Eb F” -Most of 
SOA Jazz
Emma Gladden: “Keep a good heart. 
That’s the most important thing in life. It’s 
not how much money you make or what you 
can acquire. The art of it is to keep a good 
heart.” -Joni Mitchell
Lauren Hagood: “Always ready to play 
my flute and eat sushi.”
Jake Hoch: My best quotes aren’t school 
appropriate.
Wren Hoertdoerfer: “I am fast. To give 
you a reference point I am somewhere 
between a snake and a mongoose… And a 
panther.” - Dwight Schrute
Evelyn Howe: “For what it’s worth: It’s 
never too late to be whoever you want to 
be. I hope you live a life you’re proud of, 
and if you find you’re not, I hope you have 
the strength to start over again.” - F. Scott 
Fitzgerald
Olivia Howe: “Unless someone like you 
cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to 
get better. It’s not.” -Dr. Seuss
Helen Izzo: “Art is about trying to find 
the good in people, and making the world a 
more compassionate place.” - Keanu Reeves
Alysha Kindred: “Momma Lyshaaa!” 
-Some of my friends
Cameron King: “The best thing about the 
future is that it comes one day at a time.” – 
Abraham Lincoln
Abby Kothera: “Find out who you are, and 

do it on purpose” -Dolly Parton
Lillian Kozlowski: “TGI- Thursday to ya.” 
-Mr. White
Frances Kuester: Anything Mr. White has 
said.
Manuel Laguna: “Fr fr, that’s what’s up.”
Cecilia Lomano: “Make your own place; 
don’t be dependent on the acceptance of 
others.” -Cecilia Lomano “If music be the 
food of love, play on;” -William Shakespeare
Brianna McElroy: “Suck it up, buttercup”
Abby McGlaughlin: “If you need me, 
I’ll be in my room listening to some 
mainstream hip hop” - New Girl
Sterling Moore: “The more I think of it, 
the more I realize there are no answers. Life 
is to be lived.” -Marilyn Monroe
Anna Ottinger: “Most people need love 
and acceptance a lot more than they need 
advice” - BobGoff
Sienne Rodwell: “All that we are is the 
result of what we have thought” -Buddha
Luke Shaw: “I am not a duck!” It sounds 
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funny and it’s also a chunk from a lecture on 
existentialism in Dr. Cusatis’s AP Lit class. 
I told Dr. C that when I was in elementary 
school, I was riding to school with my mom 
and as we passed the duck pond I said that 
I wished I was a duck so I wouldn’t have 
to take a test that day. My mom responded 
with “ducks have problems of their own.” 
After sharing this memory with Dr. Cusatis, 
he pointed out that each of us is lucky to 
be where we are, who we are, and when we 
are. It’s a reminder to remember our luck. 
I’m not a duck, I’m me, so I’ll accept my 
opportunity.

Caitlin Shelor: “I still got it. My 
superpowers are intact.” - Arizona Robbins, 
Grey’s Anatomy
Peyton Smalls: “Peyton be like: Here’s 
the roadblock, let me go around it” -Lilli 
Kozlowski
Symone Smith: “I don’t fear Death. I only 
fear being Forgotten.” -Me
Heather Snook: “Be who you are and say 
what you feel, because those who mind don’t 
matter and those who matter don’t mind.”— 
Dr. Seuss
Lilly Sterba: “Always stay true to yourself 
and never let what somebody else says 
distract you from your goals.” -Michelle 
Obama
Ameline Stewart: “You want me to say 
‘Period?’” -Dr. Selby
Lauren Stewart: “Always be kind”
Hannah Switzer: “I heard a woman 
becomes herself the first time she speaks 
without permission, then every word out her 
mouth is a riot.” - Denice Frohman
Joshua Tolbert: JSmoove is wayyyy too 
Smoove!!!!
Layla Wheelon: I hope to both be 

remembered by and live up to Maya Green’s 
generous complement when she said of 
my writing that “Wheelon’s unique voice is 
able to approach contentious social issues 
with familiarity and intimacy, blurring 
the political and personal in a way that 
broadens the perspective of even the most 
closed-minded readers.” Or, alternatively: 
“I give you the peanut M&M from my own 
mouth.” — Danielle DeTiberus
Kyra Wilson: “And I knew exactly what to 
do. But in a much more real sense, I had no 
idea what to do” -Michael Scott, The Office
Jenna Zardus: “Riddle me this: Does 
Lightning McQueen have car insurance or 
life insurance?” -My friend Mary P.

Jonathan Ye and Madalyn Stisher, both juniors in Dr. Cusatis’s AP 
English Language class, won first and second place respectively 
in the West Ashley Optimist Club Oratorical Contest in May.  The 
contest was held via Zoom.  Both will participate in the Zone 
Level contest on Friday, May 29, and the winner will advance 
to the State Competition in June. Two years ago, SOA theater 
major Caleb Smith, after winning the West Ashley and Zone level, 
won the state, national, and international competition, earning 
$22,500 in scholarship money. Good luck Jonathan and Madalyn!

SOA Juniors Advance
in Speech Competition

Congratulations to  
Caroline Conway, 
SOA Class of 2020 

Valedictorian
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Carson Archie: The opportunities that 
you can have in and out of your major.
Jessica Bevins: Going to visit my teachers 
when I was supposed to be on the way to 
class.
Aidan Billings: The people, both teachers 
and students.
Olivia Bouknight: My theatre teachers
Hannah Burton: My morning laughs with 
Señor Hill every day because they cheered 
me up on days I really didn’t want to be at 
school.
Marie Cecil: The environment, it is so 
unlike any other high school. Teachers and 
students alike support each other. Everyone 
is creative and has that rare out-of-the-box 
thinking.
Sam Clarke: I will miss all of my loving, 
hilarious, and brilliant teachers and staff 
members who brought a smile to my face 
everyday, and knew when to ask if I was 
okay or if I needed anything.
Alex Clifford: The Creative Writing 
Department as a whole: the people, the 
teachers, the eccentric substitutes, the 
ambient lighting, and most importantly the 
sno-cone machine.
Maya Cline: Creative Writing. I have 
spent so much of my last seven years in 
those rooms, and it’s where I met most 
of my closest friends. It means a lot to be 
surrounded by the same people for so long, 
especially when you know they have your 
best interest at heart.
Rebecca Clyburn: I’ll miss all my friends 
who are going off to other places next year.
Allison Combos: Convocation. I always 
enjoyed seeing what the other majors 
were working on and I loved getting free 
entertainment.
Cecilia Connely: Definitely skipping study 
hall to sit in Dr. Cusatis’ room or the girls 
bathroom in the theater hallway to brood.
Caroline Conway: Definitely the people 
and George Bush (my lunch group’s adopted 
plant pal).
Katie Dorn: Being able to go to the 
creative writing rooms.
Ellen Emge: I will miss most the 

embracing atmosphere of the school. 
It takes a lot of gumption to show your 
art to the world. My classmates are all 
so supportive of each other whether it 
be for doing well in a class or acing your 
performance.
Lisa Fimian: My wonderful friends and 
teachers.
Katie Jo Gelasco: Dr. Selby and 
Symphony. Such a unique experience that 
I’ll always remember.
Julian Gioia: I’m really going to miss 
performing at “Jump Jive and Wail.”
Emma Gladden: “Music Down In My 
Soul.”
Makayla Gonzalez: My lovely friends! I 

have never felt more at home with a group 
of people. They will truly be in my heart 
forever.
Lauren Hagood: Seeing my SOA friends 
every day.
Jake Hoch: The people, both friends and 
teachers.
Wren Hoertdoerfer: I’ll miss doing art 
everyday with Allie in the ceramics room, 
watching The Great Pottery Throw Down 
to learn ceramics skills, and Kurtis Connor’s 
Fateful Findings review.
Evelyn Howe: Vocal. The people in my 
choir are like a family to me. We’ve grown 
up together. I’ll miss performing with them 
the most, I think. I’ve sung the same songs 
with them since I was eleven.
Olivia Howe: I’ll miss my vocal class and 
teachers. I’ve been with them for seven 
years, and it’s so hard to believe that it is 

finally coming to an end. Especially within 
the last two years, the students in vocal 
have become my family, and I will always 
remember the amazing memories we made 
and shared together.
Helen Izzo: I will miss my major and the 
friends I made at SOA.
Alysha Kindred: I’ll definitely miss doing 
the Winter Spectacular concert with the 
Symphony Orchestra and choir.
Cameron King: Probably my teachers and 
all my friends. Everyone was really nice.
Abby Kothera: I will miss the amazing 
faculty at SOA, all of my friends, and yelling 
at my sister every morning on the way to 
school because we got there at 8:25 every 
day.
Lillian Kozlowski: I will miss taking 
classes with my best friends and our 
crowded lunch table.
Frances Kuester: The many creative and 
interesting people.
Manuel Laguna: My major teacher and 
my friends.
Cecilia Lomano: The experiences and 
friendships I had with classmates and 
teachers who made me who I am today.
Brianna McElroy: The class of 2020 
dancers.
Abby McGlaughlin: I will miss playing 
in an orchestra and the cafeteria food 
(especially the hot dogs and Salisbury 
steak).
Sterling Moore: My friends and teachers.
Anna Ottinger: My friends and teachers, 
who have always been there for me.

What will you miss most about SOA?
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Sienne Rodwell: The community and 
hilariously entertaining social dynamic.
Luke Shaw: After being here for seven 
years, it’s really started to feel like home. 
The community is great here. Even if it does 
smell like the paper mill sometimes.
Caitlin Shelor: I’ll miss Convocation, 
lunch with my friends, and my Creative 
Writing class.
Peyton Smalls: Mr. Naas’s high-fives.
Symone Smith: I will miss the flow of the 
school; everything was so bright and easy-
going and cheerful.
Heather Snook: I will most definitely miss 
the family I have made over the past seven 
years, knowing most everyone’s names and 
their knowing mine, and just the casual 
conversations passing in the hallway. The 
sense of community is immense when you 
think bigger than just yourself and about all 
of the amazing people you are surrounded 
by on a daily basis.
Lilly Sterba: I will miss the community of 
people and teachers that I have grown up 
with! I have had so many amazing mentors 
and lifelong friends that I met during my 
years at SOA.
Ameline Stewart: Strings, most 
definitely! No matter how frustrated or 
stressed I got, it was all out of love!
Lauren Stewart: I know this is slightly 
cliche, but I will miss the character of 
SOA. I never felt uncomfortable in my 
skin and, while there is a dress code, I 
loved the freedom in what I wore, that 
I could sometimes snack in class, the 
companionship of my teachers, and the 
appreciation for every major.
Hannah Switzer: I will genuinely miss my 
teachers. They’ve had such an impact on me, 
both academically and personally. They’ve 
been fantastic role models; to see them 
so happy to be doing something they love 
makes me want to go out into the world and 
pursue something I love.
Joshua Tolbert: The thing I’ll miss the 
most is playing basketball during lunch with 
the boys!!
Molly Weaver: I will miss going to my 
theater class every day, seeing all of my 
wonderful teachers, but most importantly 
seeing my best friends.

Layla Wheelon: It’s a tie between my 
friends, alongside whom I’ve been honored 
to grow up, and the space dedicated to 
cultivating students’ artistic passions.
Kyra Wilson: I will miss being in class 
with my friends everyday.
Jenna Zardus: The people.

Congratulations, Jessica Bevins, 
2020 recipient of the  Rose Maree 

Myers Scholarship

Have a
great summer!
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Do you have any advice for underclassmen?
Carson Archie: Figure out what drives 
you to come to school everyday and focus on 
that; also do your homework on time.
Jessica Bevins: Quizlet is your best friend; 
don’t wait too long and don’t procrastinate; 
stay on top of your work and have fun.
Aidan Billings: I think they should try 
and figure it out for themselves; it’s more 
memorable that way.
Olivia Bouknight: Apply to college early; 
it makes things a lot less stressful.
Hannah Burton: Make the most of your 
time with friends and stay focused!
Marie Cecil: Appreciate the moment 
you’re living in right now; it passes by all too 
quickly.
Sam Clarke: Don’t take yourself too 
seriously. And stop rushing it! Be young! Do 
childish things. It’s acceptable now.
Alex Clifford: Try and break #classof2020 
Powderpuff record.
Rebecca Clyburn: Don’t leave SOA just 
because you had a bad experience in middle 
school or ninth grade, the school only gets 
better the longer you’re there.
Allison Combos: College classes are 
insanely expensive, so take AP’s and get 
that college credit for free. Also, I know 
high school is stressful, but allow yourself to 
enjoy it and have some fun. Those four years 
go by in the blink of an eye, so appreciate it 
while it lasts.
Cecilia Connely: Hold your friends close. 
Go hard for yourself. Cut your own hair. 
Literally do whatever brings you joy.
Caroline Conway: Please, please 
remember to have fun!! Pick up some 
extracurriculars, host that Netflix marathon, 
whatever...school is important, but it’s not 
meant to be all-consuming!
Megan Dinh: Take advantage of dual 
enrollment classes.
Katie Dorn: Your GPA is not the same 
thing as your success as a human being. 
Good or bad grades are irrelevant to how 
you treat people and yourself, and in
the long run it’s better to have grown as a 
person than to achieve academic success 
at the risk of your mental and/or physical 

health.
Ellen Emge: SOA is such an amazing and 
unique place. Cherish every impromptu 
lunch concert and artistic celebration.
Lisa Fimian: Listen to your mom, 
especially when it comes to dressing for the 
weather.
Katie Jo Gelasco: Manage your time well 
(especially in senior year), and try not to 
graduate during a pandemic.
Julian Gioia: You better buckle down and 
do your work or you’ll end up at McDonald’s
Emma Gladden: Mental health is more 
important than grades.
Makayla Gonzalez: Be fair and kind. 
Things will go a lot smoother; no one likes a 

kid with a sour attitude.
Lauren Hagood: Always get your work 
done on time because if you don’t it’ll just 
add extra stress.
Jake Hoch: It’s okay to be wrong or make 
mistakes now; you are at the beginning.
Wren Hoertdoerfer: Lockers are 
pointless.
Evelyn Howe: Cherish your time at SOA. 
Don’t get me wrong; some days it was the 
absolute last place I wanted to be, but try 
to understand that some day, when it’s all 
over, you’ll look back and hope that you 
made the best of it. So make the best of it!
Olivia Howe: I used to think that I would 
never want to give advice to underclassmen. 
I believe your journeys are your own and it’s 
up to you to decide what you do with your 
time in high school. However, in light of the 
past three months I do have some advice. 
Please, please, please, cherish every moment 

you have at SOA. Cherish your friends, 
cherish the concerts and the convocations, 
cherish your teachers and the idiosyncrasies 
that come with going to an arts high school. 
It will all be gone before you know it.
Helen Izzo: Try your best and don’t push 
yourself so much. Enjoy these moments of 
high school before it’s over.
Alysha Kindred: DON’T 
PROCRASTINATE; learn to accept new 
experiences, and be yourself!
Cameron King: Don’t be afraid to go to 
your teachers if you are having trouble or 
need help.
Abby Kothera: Your best is enough.
Lillian Kozlowski: Take AP classes, but 
absolutely do NOT bite off more than you 
can chew. If you think you can only take one 
AP class, just take one. Do not push yourself 
because others are taking three or four. You 
can go at your own pace.
Frances Kuester: Find a good balance 
between academics and your social life. You 
can have fun while you’re still working hard.
Manuel Laguna: Don’t be stubborn;
if you’re wrong, just accept it.
Cecilia Lomano: “Illigitimi non 
carborundum” Enjoy it while it lasts; live 
for yourself; don’t live for others, because it 
goes by quickly and you have to grow up and 
face adult life.

Brianna McElroy: Take it all in and enjoy 
every moment you get at SOA.
Abby McGlaughlin: Be confident and try 
to get involved in as many activities as you 
can.
Sterling Moore: Don’t let it get to you. 
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High school can be stressful so every once in 
a while take a break!
Anna Ottinger: Remember that the 
person getting on your nerves is human too.
Sienne Rodwell: Quit caring so much 
about what other people think, and do 
what makes you happy. If you are happy, 
everything else will come naturally.
Luke Shaw: Don’t take things too 
seriously. Just give everything a shot, and 
apologize when you should.

Caitlin Shelor: Enjoy every minute with 
your closest friends. Don’t focus on petty 
things or friendships that aren’t important. 
Also keep your grades up, and go on as 
many school trips as you can. As a creative 
writer, I know my favorite memories came 
from our yearly trips.
Peyton Smalls: Mr. Short is all- knowing, 
so watch yourself.
Symone Smith: Go to bed.
Heather Snook: Definitely cherish the 
time you have left at home and with your 
family; it all goes away very quickly. Enjoy 
being young because it is much easier than 
what comes next. I would also say to not 
be afraid to ask for help and advice. That is 
what teachers and family are there for. You 
cannot learn and grow without asking for 
help. You will really excel when you learn 
how to do that.
Lilly Sterba: Don’t worry about the little 
things! It all works out in the end, so just 
cherish your time at SOA. The memories 
you make at SOA are so unique and special, 
but it’ll be over before you know it, so 
appreciate it!
Ameline Stewart: Make school a priority, 
but PLEASE don’t let it keep you from 
getting involved and making memories. 

Don’t stress your heart out over 
a quiz. Communicate with your 
teachers; they love you and will 
most likely understand what’s 
going on!
Lauren Stewart: My advice for 
underclassmen is to always show 
your individuality. Sometimes even 
just the littlest hints of creativity 
can inspire your classmates, 
teachers, and even yourself. Maybe 
a boring class project can turn into 
an awe inspiring illustration that 
ends up in the Post and Courier; 
you never know.

Hannah Switzer: Don’t take 
yourself too seriously. The sooner 
you learn to laugh at yourself and 
your circumstances, the better off 
you’ll be.
Joshua Tolbert: My advice 
for underclassmen is to cherish 
the moments you have with your 
friends at SOA. Some of those 
moments I never got to have with 
my friends my senior year, so make 
the best of your high school years.
Molly Weaver: Don’t overthink 
it… it’s just high school, and it will 
be over before you know it.
Layla Wheelon: Explore your 
interests. Build relationships. Love 
on your friends a whole lot.
Kyra Wilson: Do not 
procrastinate; be on good terms 
with all your teachers, and make 
the most out of your time in high 
school because it will go by quickly.
Jenna Zardus: By the end of 
your senior year, try to have had at 
least one conversation with each 
person in your grade. SOA’s classes 
are small and it’s worth getting to 
know as many people as possible 
before you have to leave.
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What are your plans after graduation?
Carson Archie: I will be attending 
Wofford College where I am going to major 
in Environmental Studies and Biology.
Jessica Bevins: I will be attending 
Winston-Salem State University in 
the fall, and I’ll be majoring in mass 
communications with a focus in digital 
media.
Aidan Billings: Double majoring in 
Mechanical Engineering and Violin 
Performance at either Vanderbilt University 
or University of South Carolina.
Olivia Bouknight: I am attending 
Winthrop University and obtaining a dual 
degree in Theatre and Theatre Education.
Hannah Burton: I’ll be attending 
Belmont University in Nashville to major in 
songwriting.
Marie Cecil: I plan on attending Furman 
University in the fall (fingers crossed it’s 
not cancelled) and getting my BA in Piano 
Performance and BS in Environmental 
Science.
Sam Clarke: I will be attending the 
University of South Carolina, and I will 
be majoring in Retailing with a focus 
in Fashion Merchandising and Digital 
Innovations. Looking into possibly minoring 
in Journalism, and studying abroad in Spain 
at some point!
Alex Clifford: I’ll be attending Duke 
University to study biology and creative 
writing.
Maya Cline: I’ll be attending the USC 
Honors College as an International Business 
major!
Rebecca Clyburn: I’ll be attending 
USC honors college to major in Biological 
Sciences
Allison Combos: I will be attending 
Clemson University as a Psychology Major 
with hopes to then get my masters, followed 
by a PsyD to become a Clinical Psychologist.
Cecilia Connely: I will be “attending 
college” while pursuing my
dream of being a socalite/It Girl. I might 
pursue acting as well but that is TBD.
Caroline Conway: I’m going to 
Dartmouth College, where I intend to major 

in neuroscience and major or minor in 
Spanish. Ultimately, I hope to become a 
research neurologist.
Megan Dinh: Attending USC for 
Pharmaceutical Sciences.
Katie Dorn: I am going to Clemson to 
major in Anthropology.
Ellen Emge: I will be attending Wake 
Forest University next year where (Covid-19 
permitting) I will be spending my freshman 
year studying abroad in Copenhagen, 
Denmark.
Lisa Fimian: I will be attending UC Santa 
Barbara, majoring in Communications and 
Political Science.

Katie Jo Gelasco: I will be attending 
Florida State University in the fall and 
double majoring in biochemistry and music!
Julian Gioia: I will be attending 
Appalachian State University for Music 
Theory and Composition.
Emma Gladden: I plan to study 
Environmental Sciences at USC.
Makayla Gonzalez: I’m going to go to 
cosmetology school! After I graduate I’ll 
work and save up to start my own clothing 
brand.
Lauren Hagood: After graduation I plan 
to go to Clemson University.
Jake Hoch: Attend the University of North 
Texas and practice a lot.
Wren Hoertdoerfer: I’m going to CU 
Boulde majoring in chemical and biological 
engineering.
Evelyn Howe: I’m heading back up to 
Canada to attend McGill University in 
Montréal. I’m trying to decide between 

studying International Development or 
Anatomy & Physiology.
Olivia Howe: I am moving to Vancouver, 
British Columbia to pursue a Bachelor of 
Science in Natural Resources Conservation. 
I have heard news that the first semester 
will be completely online, and I am not yet 
sure if I will be able to move into residence. 
Fingers crossed!
Helen Izzo: I’m planning on attending 
College of Charleston for the next four years.
Alysha Kindred: I will be attending 
Winston-Salem State University to major 
in music. After that, I plan on earning a 
master’s and a doctorate degree in music 
therapy.
Cameron King: Going to Clemson!
Abby Kothera: Next year I plan to attend 
Florida State University and major in music 
(oboe) and neuroscience.
Lillian Kozlowski: I am taking online 
classes for The University of South Carolina 
for the fall semester, and for the spring 
semester I will be heading to Columbia 
to stay in the dorms with one of my best 
friends.
Peyton Smalls: I’m going to be a Media 
Arts major.
Frances Kuester: I will be going to college 
and majoring in biology and then going to 
graduate school for either law or something 
else.
Manuel Laguna: Go to college, get my 
degree in aerospace engineering, then either 
become a pilot, or a famous producer.
Cecilia Lomano: Santa Fe College in 
Gainesville, Florida.
Brianna McElroy: I will be attending 
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CofC for two years, completing my 
prerequisites, as I have been accepted into 
Pharmacy School at MUSC.
Abby McGlaughlin: I will be attending 
Flagler College and majoring in Marketing.
Sterling Moore: I am attending the 
University of South Carolina in Columbia.
Anna Ottinger: I will be attending the 
University of South Carolina for Visual 
Communications
Sienne Rodwell: Going to the Honors 
College at USC, studying exercise science 
and nutrition, and then moving on to either 
PT school or Med school.
Luke Shaw: I will be attending College 
of CharlestonG majoring in Psychology 
and minoring in English. Afterwards, I am 
planning on going to MUSC to become a 
pediatric psychiatrist.
Caitlin Shelor: I will be going to Ithaca 
College in New York to study Film and 
Photography and hopefully some biological 
sciences as well.
Peyton Smalls: I am going to the 
University of South Carolina to major in 
Environmental Science.
Symone Smith: Going to SCAD and 
getting into SFX Costume and Prop Design.
Heather Snook: I am attending Duke 
University in the fall. I plan to major in 
Biological Sciences or Biochemistry and 
continue playing flute as a minor and/or in 
the numerous ensembles.
Lilly Sterba: I plan to attend UNC Chapel 
Hill in the fall to study political science.
Ameline Stewart: I’m going to Belmont to 
study violin performance and songwriting! 
I’m hoping to be able to make money doing 
gigs and I’d love to be a somewhat famous 
singer/songwriter!
Lauren Stewart: I am planning on 
attending a four-year university, but I have 
yet to decide.
Hannah Switzer: I plan to attend 
Winthrop University in the fall to study 
Political Science and Pre-law.
Joshua Tolbert: I’m going to the Citadel 
and majoring in Computer Engineering.
Molly Weaver: I will be attending PACE 
University in the fall, where I will be a part 
of the acting for film program.
Layla Wheelon: I will be attending 

Clemson University’s Honors College in 
the fall as part of the National Scholars 
Program. I plan on majoring in biological 
sciences and double minoring in psychology 
and creative writing.
Kyra Wilson: After graduation, I will be 
attending the University of South Carolina 
where I will be majoring in Economics and 
minoring in Aeronautical Engineering.
Jenna Zardus: I will be attending the 
University of Utah and majoring in Biology 
on a pre-med track.
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SOA’s World Language Department announced that senior Sebastian 
Cabrera earned the Gold Seal on the South Carolina Seal of Biliteracy 
Exam for Spanish. He is the first SOA student to win the  Gold on this 
very difficult exam. Way to go, Sebastian!

Congratulations, Sebastian!
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What was your most memorable moment from SOA?
Carson Archie: My senior thesis 
performance.
Jessica Bevins: Singing for Solomon 
Adams’ senior thesis.
Aidan Billings: My first day of Symphony 
Orchestra with Dr. Selby.
Olivia Bouknight: I have a lot of 
memories here but one of my most 
memorable moments is when I started 
choking on tea while in Hannah Switzer’s 
senior thesis.
Hannah Burton: When officer Thornburg 
gave us that presentation about drugs, 
telling us they’d make our eyes “all wibbly-
wobbly”
Marie Cecil: My most memorable moment 
would have to be our piano field trip to New 
York City in 2018. Our piano family became 
so much closer during that time (technically 
it wasn’t AT SOA but it involved the school 
so it counts in my book).
Sam Clarke: Any time that there was a 
protest or a demonstration where the whole 
school set aside their differences to stand 
up for what they believed in. (Ex: The Dress 
Code protest or the march following the 
Parkland shooting.) Those always made me 
proud to be an SOA student.
Alex Clifford: Though there have been 
many moments I look back on fondly at 
SOA, one of the most memorable was the 
time I fell up the stairs with my hands in my 
pockets and slowly slid back down the stairs 
because my hands were stuck in my pockets 
while a group of freshman laughed at the 
bottom stairs.
Maya Cline: Winning powderpuff as 
juniors! I was on the team and we thought 
it was going to be impossible to win. After 
the game, the whole class ran through the 
breezeway chanting and stomping- it was 
definitely the greatest show of school spirit 
from our class.
Rebecca Clyburn: My most memorable 
moment at SOA was singing at Carnegie 
Hall with our choir.
Allison Combos: Junior year when the 
piano majors went to New York. That and 
hearing Mr. Orvin commit seppuku from 

down the hall.
Cecilia Connely: When I was in Ms. 
Derrickson’s office taking a survey, and she 
put on Taylor Swift and sang along with me.
Caroline Conway: Even after all these 
years, I’ve still got to say the “Yamilton” 
performance in Ms. Drennan’s freshman 
English class. For those of you unfortunate 
enough to have missed out on it, it was 
where Hamilton met Things Fall Apart, and 
it was quite an experience. Becoming SOA’s 
first undefeated class in powderpuff was 
also pretty sweet.
Katie Dorn: Giving the creative writing 
teachers new bookshelves we built 
ourselves.
Ellen Emge: Going kayaking with my AP 
Bio class after the exam (and laughing when 
a few of my friends fell in).

Lisa Fimian: Our trips to New York City 
with Piano.
Katie Jo Gelasco: Performing in the 
Midwest Clinic in Chicago after months of 
preparation was an amazing culmination of 
my four years in orchestra. But physically at 
SOA was performing my senior thesis.
Julian Gioia: Playing on Carson Archie’s 
senior thesis
Emma Gladden: Singing with Vocal at 
Carnegie Hall
Makayla Gonzalez: Embarrassing myself 
at a convocation my junior year. I look back 
at it and laugh though, and I’m sure no one 
really remembers it (unless I bring it up).
Lauren Hagood: My most memorable 
moment at SOA was in Mr. Naas’ class when 
we did brain breaks.

Jake Hoch: The first symphony concert of 
high school.
Wren Hoertdoerfer: Convincing the staff 
at Carraba’s on the Biltmore art trip it was 
my birthday because we wanted a brownie 
sundae. I was able to convince them well 
because it was my little sister’s actual 
birthday back home.
Evelyn Howe: There’s too many! How can 
I only pick one? This year’s “Music Down 
in My Soul” concert, when the seniors sang 
“Total Praise” for the last time, was pretty 
memorable to all of us I think. My friends 
and I were bawling our eyes out for sure.
Olivia Howe: Gosh, there are SO many. 
I think one of the best, however, is when 
Nelson Gibson got a round brush completely 
tangled in my hair the day before a big 
vocal concert. We were in sixth grade. He 
was attempting to curl my hair, I think, but 
ended up spinning and tangling it around 
so much that it was impossible to get out. 
I was excused from my next two blocks of 
class so that Ms. Hammond and the seventh 
graders at the time, could try their hand 
at detangling this brush out of my hair. 
Eventually the task became so daunting 
that there was no one fully equipped for it, 
except, of course, our very own Dr. Cook. 
I remember sitting in her office while she 
successfully pried this brush off my head, 
with my mom waiting in the nurse’s office, 
in case we had to cut it out. Dr. Cook then 
offered to waterfall braid my hair, which still 
sticks with me as one of the nicest things a 
teacher or administrator has offered to do 
for me. Obviously, she was busy, but still 
took the time to help me and offer to make 
my hair pretty. One of my best memories for 
sure, and one that I will look back on fondly 
for a very long time.
Helen Izzo: My most memorable moments 
at SOA were the fashion shows. It was so 
awesome seeing the pieces that my major 
had been working on for months finally be 
seen on the runway. It was such a fun and 
rewarding event.
Alysha Kindred: My most memorable 
moment at SOA was singing for convocation 
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with my good friends and my two angels, 
Solomon and Quinyah.
Cameron King: On my first day of 
freshman year, when I walked in and 
everything was so much bigger than my 
middle school. Since I was the only one from 
my middle school to go to SOA, I didn’t 
know anyone. It was really scary.
Abby Kothera: The most memorable 
moment at SOA for me was my senior thesis 
because I got the opportunity to display 
all of the hard work that I put into band, 
orchestra, and the oboe over the last seven 
years. A close second was when the Kelly 
Tours bus broke down on a band trip, and 
we had to wait at a rest area on the side of 
the road for three hours. Yeah that was fun.
Lillian Kozlowski: In tenth grade, in the 
middle of our Christmas concert, we had 
fog machines to go along with one of our 
rock Christmas songs. Halfway through, the 
fire alarm went off due to the amount of fog 
on stage, and we all had to exit the theatre 
and wait in the freezing cold breezeway. 
One of the seniors started to play Pachelbel 
canon on their violin, and all of us, freezing, 
started playing the parts corresponding 
to our instruments, and we played until 
they could open the theatre again, and the 
concert was the best we’ve ever had.
Manuel Laguna: When the class of 2020 
was the first class to ever win powderpuff 
two years in a row.
Cecilia Lomano: Mrs. Reed taking our 
8th grade class to play for a gang at an 
underpriveliged school.
Brianna McElroy: Dance senior thesis.
Abby McGlaughlin: My most memorable 
moment at SOA is when I performed at the 
strings senior thesis concert. I was definitely 
nervous but it was an unforgettable 
experience.
Sterling Moore: It’s hard to pick just one. 
I have had such a blast. But I do have to say 
I absolutely love the chaos of an art show 
day.
Anna Ottinger: Probably the day in 
theatre toward the end of sophomore year 
when our theatre class just played music 
and danced but ended the class by laying on 
the floor talking.
Luke Shaw: I remember the many lunches 

outside of the cafeteria on hot days when my 
shirt would stick to my back as I ate soggy 
cafeteria fries. I’ll miss those lunches.
Caitlin Shelor: My most memorable 
moment was on the senior Creative Writing 
trip to Lake Logan when we all went into 
a field together to listen to music and look 
at the stars. It was a beautiful coming-of-
age moment that I’ll cherish forever. Those 
friends feel like family to me.
Peyton Smalls: Powderpuff when class of 
2020 won BOTH years.
Symone Smith: When I saw New York for 
the first time.
Heather Snook: There are way too many 
to count and mention honestly so I will give 
you a funny memory of when it was such a 
nasty day outside and it was just pouring! I 
walked into the cafeteria and I guess all the 
water on my shoes did not get wiped off on 
the carpet because I totally fell on my butt 
right there in front of the whole cafeteria. 
You may have not seen that but now you 
know.
Lilly Sterba: Playing senior thesis with my 
friends! It was nerve-wracking and scary, 
but it brought my friends and me closer 
together, and I will always cherish the fun 

memories from our senior thesis class and 
rehearsals.
Ameline Stewart: The Strings Midwest 
trip for sure!! It was freezing, and it was 
Christmas time, and the feeling of finally 
finishing what we had worked so hard on for 
the last year was one I’ll never forget.
Lauren Stewart: Some of my most 
memorable moments are…
making a vlog with videos from each day of 
my senior year, pandemic and all; traveling 
to Chicago with my orchestra and playing at 

Midwest; riding to school in the mornings 
with my friends; hanging out in the parking 
lot after school; never getting dress-coded.
Hannah Switzer: I vividly remember 
performing my senior thesis alongside 
Olivia Bouknight. We were playing two old 
women who were drinking away the pain 
of a divorce and reminiscing about their 
long friendship. We’d made it most of the 
way through the scene with no major slip-
ups, then Olivia takes a sip of her drink 
and starts choking. Like full-on dying 
coughing on stage. It took everything in me 
not to laugh at that sight, then she made 
an improved quip about needing to stop 
smoking, and I lost it. Hearing the audience 
laughing with us in the moment is truly 
something I won’t forget any time soon.
Joshua Tolbert: My most memorable 
moment at SOA is coaching powderpuff 
both years AND winning back to back! 
Nothing could top that!
Molly Weaver: I will never forget my 
first class of sixth grade. I was so nervous 
and excited and hoping the people around 
me couldn’t notice that I was sweating 
profusely.
Layla Wheelon: I’m not sure if it’s the 
most memorable one, but a moment that 
has felt incredibly special of late is the 
time my creative writing classmates and I 
danced in a field below stars and silhouetted 
mountains on our Lake Logan trip this year.
Kyra Wilson: My most memorable 
moment was winning powderpuff two years 
in a row. We were the first class to ever do it, 
and it showed that the class of 2020 was a 
force to be reckoned with.
Jenna Zardus: Senior Thesis.
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If you could get one thing back that the pandemic took from 
you during your senior year, what would it be?

Carson Archie: I would get back the time 
I could not spent with friends.
Jessica Bevins: To be able to have a final 
performance with my major at graduation.
Aidan Billings: The last three months 
with my friends.
Olivia Bouknight: Theatre’s production of 
Little Shop of Horrors.
Hannah Burton: Probably the fashion 
show/senior thesis. My classmates and I 
worked diligently on our collections, and it 
was hard for us to accept not getting to have 
our looks walk down the runway.
Marie Cecil: It would have to be the end 
to my senior year; the lack of closure is a 
bummer.
Sam Clarke: I would take back the chance 
to sit in my favorite classes for one last time.
Alex Clifford: Really, I would have loved 
to have experienced the last few weeks of 
senior year: the romanticized coming-of-
age High School Musical Hollywood movie 
version.
Maya Cline: Senior skip day, but at least I 
got two senior skip months. Also the chance 
to say goodbye to people I probably will not 
see again.
Rebecca Clyburn: I’d like to get back 
graduation and prom if I could, just to have 
the closure of ending high school.
Allison Combos: I wish I could have 
one more day at SOA with the knowledge 
that it would be my last. I hate that I never 
got to say goodbye to all my teachers and 
classmates, and I would’ve liked to walk 
through campus one last time.
Cecilia Connely: The prom safety 
meeting.
Caroline Conway: I really wish we could 
have gotten the senior end-of-the-year 
experience — all your grades are finalized, 
your AP exams are over, and then there’s 
that remaining period of school. That’s 
when we would have gotten to say our 
goodbyes to our friends and to our teachers, 
and we would have had senior spirit week 
and all that jazz. I think losing that period 

of school when all academics are over really 
reduced our class’s sense of closure, and 
that’s what I most wish we could steal back 
from the pandemic.
Megan Dinh: An in-person graduation.
Katie Dorn: The entire second half of my 
senior year actually happening.
Ellen Emge: I would definitely have 
loved to have had the chance to walk down 
the fashion show runway with my friends 
modeling all my looks that I had spent the 
past ten months creating.
Lisa Fimian: The last few weeks of 
school— bittersweet goodbyes and the 
happy final moments in high school.

Katie Jo Gelasco: I’ve always looked 
forward to our last concert with Dr. Selby, 
where I was supposed to perform my 
concerto with a full orchestra.
Julian Gioia: Senior prank.
Emma Gladden: I never actually made 
it to an SOA prom, and I really wish I had 
been able to.
Makayla Gonzalez: I think I took a lot 
of the small things a bit too lightly. I will 
always miss waving to friends in the hall, 
seeing them at lunch, the convocations. If I 
had to pick though, it would be the fashion 
show. I worked so hard this year on a 
collection I am beyond proud of, and I won’t 
be able to properly show it off.
Lauren Hagood: I would want graduation 
back.
Jake Hoch: The final symphony concert.

Wren Hoertdoerfer: Seeing my friends 
everyday.
Evelyn Howe: The ability to properly say 
goodbye, I guess. It’s hard to find closure 
and move on from this chapter of my life 
when so many things have been cancelled.
Olivia Howe: A chance to feel closure 
about leaving. Everything happened so 
abruptly; it’s hard to feel like it’s even really 
ending.
Helen Izzo: I would’ve wanted back the 
Fashion Show and Senior Thesis. The 
designers worked so hard for the last nine 
months and were waiting for this moment 
for the last four years, all for it to disappear. 
We put so much hard work into it, I wish 
people would have really seen our pieces 
and enjoyed them in person.
Alysha Kindred: If I could get one thing 
back that the pandemic took from me 
during my senior year, it would be the 
Senior Spirit Week.
Cameron King: An actual graduation 
where you walk across the stage.
Abby Kothera: If I could get back one 
thing, it would be an opportunity to make 
memories with my friends before we all start 
at different schools in the fall. I have spent 
almost everyday for the last seven years with 
my amazing peers, and it definitely feels 
weird to not formally finish this chapter of 
our lives together.
Lillian Kozlowski: Although I 
appreciated the drive in and all the amazing 
hard work my teachers put in to make the 
end of my senior year memorable, an in 
person, walk up graduation is the one thing 
I wish I could get back from the pandemic.
Frances Kuester: Our senior prom house.
Manuel Laguna: Spending the last week 
of school with my friends, not even classes, 
just to hangout with them.
Cecilia Lomano: Senior spirit week 
activities and formal graduation
Brianna McElroy: A chance to really say 
goodbye.
Abby McGlaughlin: Every year the strings 
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and band have one last concert, where 
Dr. Selby recognizes all the seniors. It was 
definitely something I looked forward to as 
a senior.
Sterling Moore: My last week at school 
with all my friends. It would be awesome to 
just see everybody again and say goodbye.
Anna Ottinger: Graduation, and the 
ability to say my best wishes to my 
classmates.
Sienne Rodwell: Promhouse!
Luke Shaw: A chance to say a proper 
goodbye.
Caitlin Shelor: As much as I looked 
forward to graduation, I really wish we 
could’ve had our senior thesis reading. It’s 
something I looked forward to since sixth 
grade. The idea of standing on the stage of 
the RMMT with all of my classmates as we 
read excerpts from our book was something 
I always wanted to do, and I’ll forever be sad 
that we had to do that virtually instead.
Peyton Smalls: A traditional graduation.
Symone Smith: Prom.
Heather Snook: I would want to regain 
the opportunity to have all the final 
performances with my peers. You take the 
wonderful opportunities to perform for 
granted because you are so used to just that: 
having the countless opportunities. I would 
have soaked it all in for my last performance 
if I had known it was going to be my last.
Lilly Sterba: I would want back a chance 
to perform with my friends one last time 
in our final farewell concert and the 
opportunity to say goodbye to the orchestra 
and my teachers from the past seven years!
Ameline Stewart: I’d want one last lunch 
with my friends. I wouldn’t want to know 
it was my last because then I’d be sad the 
whole time, but I’d just want one more 
opportunity to hang out and joke around 
like everything was normal like it should be.
Lauren Stewart: I am fortunate enough 
to be safe and healthy during this pandemic, 
but I definitely miss the last day of school. 
The last day of school for me and my friends 
is always anticipated because we find a 
way to make it the most fun-filled day ever, 
whether we buy tons of snacks from the
vending machines or drive to Chick-Fil-A 
and bring it back for lunch.

Hannah Switzer: I wish I could have 
been fully aware that our last day at school 
was going to be my last day actually going 
to high school. I would also love to get the 
two months of being in normal classes 
with my friends back.
Joshua Tolbert: I would want to have 
our “Senior Week” back because that’s one 
of the best things for a senior at SOA.
Molly Weaver: I missed not having a 
prom and not being able to do Little Shop 
of Horrors.
Layla Wheelon: I would want to 
experience these past few months with 

my friends. It is the imagined ordinary 
moments — like chatting in the square 
of sun on our lunch table, laughing on 
campus walks, and blissfully sprawling 
across one another on the creative writing 
couches after the conclusion of thesis — 
that make my heart ache to think of what 
I’m missing.
Kyra Wilson: I was looking forward to 
the senior parade where we ran around 
the school. The classes before us were 
able to do it, and I was ready for my 
opportunity.
Jenna Zardus: The senior farewell 
concert for strings.
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What is something good that came out of your time in 
quarantine?

Carson Archie: I have been able to work 
on planning for college and working on 
personal goals.
Jessica Bevins: I have begun to develop 
as an artist (singing wise) and have been 
practicing writing songs. This quarantine 
has taught me to learn patience as well.
Aidan Billings: There is a lot of free time 
to pursue activities that I don’t normally 
have time for.
Olivia Bouknight: I’ve gotten to spend a 
lot of time with my family.
Hannah Burton: Having time to practice 
through the Mickey Baker jazz book my dad 
gave me.
Marie Cecil: Some time to take care of 
myself and realize my self-worth. I also got 
more time to spend with my family, which I 
was extremely grateful to have.
Sam Clarke: I’ve had a lot of time to reflect 
on myself as a person. I’ve learned a lot 
about myself and how I deal with change 
and loss. Also more time to exercise! I’m in 
the best shape of my young life!
Alex Clifford: Correcting my sleep 
cycle as well as finally finishing my senior 
thesis publication (All the Pretty Bright 
Bright Things, All the Pretty Dead Things 
currently available on Amazon, shameless 
plug.)
Maya Cline: I’ve got to spend almost all 
my time in the mountains in North Carolina, 
so I’ve had some really fun times on hikes 
and exploring the area. I’ve also appreciated 
the time with my parents since I’ll be off to 
college so soon.
Rebecca Clyburn: In quarantine, I got a 
puppy!
Allison Combos: I’ve been cooking a lot, 
and I can say with 100% confidence that I 
can make a perfect omelet.
Cecilia Connely: Fostering two baby 
possums that I am now very emotionally 
attached to.
Caroline Conway: My dog is extremely 
pleased with the way things have worked out 
— he’s had so many walks and play sessions 

since school was canceled. He is definitely 
happy to have everyone home all day.
Megan Dinh: Got more than five hours of 
sleep.
Katie Dorn: I got extra time to work on my 
thesis.
Ellen Emge: Quarantine and the pandemic 
in general has really opened my eyes to 
so many wonderful little (and big) things 
in my life that I had not truly appreciated 
until they were gone (or at least socially 
distanced).
Lisa Fimian: More time to get quiet and 
get all those projects done that we were 
always too busy to do… we’re all usually so 
caught up in our daily lives so this pause in 
life to slow down has been really refreshing.
Katie Jo Gelasco: I have more time to 
practice cello, although I almost never take 
advantage of it. I’ve also started baking!
Julian Gioia: “Animal Crossing.” That’s all 
I have to say.
Emma Gladden: I got really good at 
embroidery, binge watched all of Twin 
Peaks in less than a week, and spent more 
time on my art.
Makayla Gonzalez: I got to spend time 
with family.
Lauren Hagood: I got to spend more time 
with family.
Jake Hoch: I was able to get in better 
shape.
Wren Hoertdoerfer: Beach time (socially 
distanced). An unhealthy obsession for 
making nat geo collages. Learned to 
skateboard with Fergie.
Evelyn Howe: I’ve spent more time with 
my family, especially my sister. We’re 
heading our separate ways next year for the 
first time in our lives, so I’m cherishing the 
time we have together now.
Olivia Howe: Evelyn and I have learned 
some great conflict resolution tips and tricks 
so we don’t murder each other when having 
to spend every waking moment in the same 
house. So far, we are both alive, so I think it 
is working wonderfully.

Helen Izzo: I have been using my time in 
quarantine creatively. I have been working 
on new art projects, and I also adopted a 
puppy!
Alysha Kindred: I’m starting to learn new 
skills, and I’m also starting new projects.
Cameron King: I got to sleep way later 
than normal, and I liked being able to follow 
my own schedule.
Abby Kothera: I got to spend more family 
time with my family and Millie our puppy 
before I leave for college.
Frances Kuester: I have had more time to 
spend on things like reading and journaling. 
I can also sleep in everyday.
Manuel Laguna: Learned how to cook.
Cecilia Lomano: Family time, rest and 
gardening.
Brianna McElroy: I learned the 
importance of solitary bedroom dance 
parties.
Abby McGlaughlin: I finally won 2048 
cupcakes and 2048 heels.



Sterling Moore: A small succulent garden 
that is surprisingly doing well.
Anna Ottinger: I have been reading a lot 
more, mainly the Percy Jackson series.
Sienne Rodwell: AP Exams were way 
easier than they would have been.
Luke Shaw: Patience and many filled 
notebook pages.
Caitlin Shelor: I had more time to work 
on my senior thesis book. That is the only 
good thing.
Peyton Smalls: Spent more time with my 
family.
Symone Smith: I beat several video 
games.
Heather Snook: The pandemic has 
definitely allowed me to spend more time 
with my parents before going off to college. 
I would say it has been a blessing in disguise 
having the extra time at home and having a 
break from the craziness of what our lives 
normally hold. The hustle and bustle has 
been forever ongoing, and Covid-19 in a 
way has made us realize some of the values 
we have abandoned and other things that 
deserve our respect.
Ameline Stewart: I’ve gotten great at 
baking!! I’ve made countless cookies, pound 
cake, banana bread, cupcakes, you name 
it! But on a more serious note, I’ve come 
to appreciate the things I have. My friends 
who have stuck with me through it all, my 
instruments which will hopefully help me 
out in the future, and myself, my own best 
friend!
Lauren Stewart: A cherishable memory 
I have gained during quarantine is the 
hour long walks my mom and I take each 
morning. We either talk non-stop about 
what needs to get done that day, or we both 
put in our earbuds and don’t say one word 
the whole walk.
Hannah Switzer: I’ve been able to spend 
much more time with my family than I 
usually would, which has been nice. I’ve also 
gotten the chance to read every book that I 
wanted to read but didn’t have the time for.
Joshua Tolbert: Something good that 
came from quarantine was more time spent 
with my family.
Molly Weaver: I enjoyed baking almost 
every day, spending time with my family, 

and getting a new puppyyyyy!!!!!!
Layla Wheelon: I made my first banana 
bread and finally, after three years of 
irrational procrastination, got my long-
awaited learner’s permit.
Kyra Wilson: I learned how to do a new 
style on my hair, and I ordered a lot of 
clothes online.
Jenna Zardus: I get to spend more time 
with my family and I’ve been able to save 
more money because I’m not going out to 
eat with friends.
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SOA English teacher and Applause advisor Dr. John Cusatis published his sixth book in 
May.  Conversations with John Banville, the first collection of interviews with the Irish 
novelist and Booker Prize winner, was released in hardcover, paperback, and e-book by 
the University Press of Mississippi. The collection, which concludes with an expansive 
2018 interview conducted with Banville by Dr. Cusatis and his co-editor, Earl Ingersoll, 
professor emeritus at SUNY Brockport, chronicles Banville’s fifty-year career. Dr. 
Cusatis is currently working with former U.S. Poet Laureate Billy Collins on 
Conversations with Billy Collins, which will be published by University Press of 
Mississippi in Fall 2021 and will include two interviews his AP English Literature 
students conducted with Collins over the past decade.

SOA English Teacher Publishes New Book

Congratulations 
to  Alex Clifford, 

SOA Class of 2020 
Salutatorian
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Vocal: A Year in Review
SOA Singers,
 I have had the great privilege of witnessing you give life to 
music this year, whether it was in our classroom, in a beautiful theater 
or in your homes. Even though this year came to an abrupt close due 
to the COVID-19 Shutdown, we have had so many special
moments, and I am so proud of you!
 We hit the ground running at the start of school with a Show 
Choir performance for CCSD Principals Meeting as well as a retreat 
at Camp St. Christopher. In October, 58 of our Middle School Singers 
participated in the SC Junior High All State Honor Choir, with the 
largest number of students from any school for the eighth year in 
a row. Our High School Singers were a featured choir for the SC 
American Choral Directors Association Fall Conference. They were 
superb, receiving two standing ovations during their performance.
 In November, our high school singers performed with the 
North Charleston POPS Orchestra. The program featured songs from 
the movies and ended with a patriotic salute to our veterans. We 
entered the holiday season with a majestic performance by
the SOA Singers and Symphony at the Charleston Gaillard Center 
as well as “Holiday Magic” performances by the SOA Middle School 
Singers and Orchestra. In February, our 175 vocalists presented our 
ninth annual “Music Down in My Soul.” This concert features gospel and inspirational tunes and is always a crowd pleaser. In March, our 
10th-12th grade singers traveled to Winthrop University for the SC All State Choir Clinic. Our fifty-two singers worked with guest clinicians 
and singers from across the state for three days to present a beautiful culminating performance. Olivia Howe and Rebecca Clyburn received 
the top scores in soprano 1 and 2 out of over 1800 student auditions.
 In March, the entire vocal department had just began preparing our production Les Misérables which was scheduled to be 
performed at the Charleston Gaillard Center with the SOA Sinfonietta in April. Students have continued to work on Les Mis while at home 
in hopes that they come together to perform it soon. Finally, Rebecca Clyburn, Evelyn Howe, Olivia Howe, Skyler Warf and John White, Jr. 
prepared beautiful Senior Thesis recitals which feature three or more languages and various styles.
 To the Class of 2020, we wish you the best! We may not be singing together for your graduation, but the bond you have created over 
the last seven years cannot be broken.
My hope is that you always sing from the heart!
Love, Ms. Hammond
“The greatest respect an artist can pay to music is to give it life.” - Pablo Casals

Dance: A Year in Review
  The Dance department never ceases to inspire its students and its audiences. The year was so 
productive in spite of everything coming to a halt.
 In October we took the Middle school dancers to Wild Blue Ropes, then on to College of 
Charleston for a master class by an SOA alumni, Jordan Benton! Eighth Grade dance majors 
traveled to Aerial Fit Center for Circus Arts in November and learned how to dance off the ground 
in an aerial workshop. Then they headed to Dance Lab for a master class! All middle school 
classes learned from Dance Matters company members in a 4-day residency. The following 
month, the Junior Composition produced an evening of original dance choreography inspired by 
the work of famous abstract artists. Senior Thesis produced an evening of gorgeous and heartfelt 
pieces choreographed and performed to raise social awareness of community issues.



In our final three months, the dance department’s guest artist in residence program of seven 
invited choreographers/teachers for middle school and high school. The dance styles this
year were Classical ballet, Contemporary, Irish Dance, Latin Dance, Modern Dance, Musical 
Theatre (with SOA alumni, Christina Slaton!) And Rhythm Dance.The guest artist in residence 
program is designed to enrich and enhance the dance curriculum, and the students are always 
excited and sometimes apprehensive about learning new dance techniques! We love to challenge 
our students to do it all! Student choreography showcase also took place in January. “Dancing With 
the Teachers” congrats went to Ms Moschella and her Minions for winning the “Judge’s Choice” and 
Mrs. Svendsen and her group for the “Fan Favorite!”

Eleven high school dance majors traveled to Pittsburgh to take class from master teachers 
and choreographers at the National High School Dance Festival All that attended received a 
scholarship to a summer program and or college program.

“Dancing With Color,” the annual 8th grade dance and visual arts collaboration was about 
to be put up on stage when the schools were closed. The students were inspired by great works of 
art to create their own work.
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Strings: A Year in Review
The SOA High School Orchestra had an amazing year, 

despite the Coronavirus. The Symphony Strings performed at 
the Midwest International Band and Orchestra Clinic in Chicago 
in December. This is the highest honor that any school band or 
orchestra can receive in the United States. Dr. Selby shared the 
podium with SOA band director, Ken Turner, and SOA Principal, 
Dr. Shannon Cook
at this prestigious event. The SOA Chamber Orchestra performed 
at the SC State Conference and the American String Teachers 
Association National Conference in Orlando in early March, right
before schools were closed. We also had over 40 students make 
Region Orchestra, and 19 made All-State Orchestra. In December 
the Symphony also performed their holiday concert with SOA
Vocal to a sold-out crowd at the Gaillard Center, and in January, 
fourteen Senior String Majors completed their Senior Thesis 
Recital to earn their thesis. A great year squeezed into almost three
quarters of school.

Congratulations!  You are a class that will forever remain 
in the history books and in our hearts! You have practiced, 
written, studied, volunteered, produced, performed and 
succeeded. It has been a privilege to see you take on the 
challenges seniors typically face- and many that have never 
been faced before- and press through to reach your goals. You 
are a warm, talented group of students whose experiences at 
SOA will stay with you as you go on to the next opportunity 

life offers you, and we can’t wait to see you succeed there too! 
I wish you the best as you use the knowledge you’ve acquired 
and the gifts you’ve developed to positively impact your 
world. We can’t wait to see your 2020 vision take form and 
shape the future!

With Much Respect, 
Dr.  Cook

A Message from Dr. Cook to 
the Class of 2020
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Costume and Fashion Design:
A Year in Review

In its sixth year the Costume & Fashion Design Major 
enjoyed a variety of achievements in 2019-20. We had thirteen 
entries to the Coastal Carolina Fair and we took home medals on 
all thirteen including Ellen Emge’s Best in Show! Congrats to Ellen 
Emge Maria Hitopoulos (1st place), Susie Elliott (3rd place), Simone 
Geathers (1st place), Caroline Gladstein, Katie Gorman, Kelsey 
Hansen, Mia Lassiter (1st place), Tomi Olalere (1st place), Grace Vail 
(2nd place), Hazel VanNewkirk, Chapel Barker & Lillian Stackhouse 
(1st place). These students placed against adults with the dresses 
they made from freshman  sophomore or junior Fashion Show 
collections.

We had a wonderful showing of Scholastic winners for 
our second year applying. Scholastic is a national award, so our 
designers compete with students all over the country for these wins. 
Last year, we had a Silver Key winner, sophomore Simone Geathers. 
This year, Ellen Emge won the Silver Key for her art portfolio and 
Silver Key in Fashion; Hannah Burton won the National Gold 
Key for Writing; Sam Clarke won the Silver Key in Fashion; and 
sophomore Lillian Stackhouse won an Honorable Mention in 
Fashion. We are so proud of our Scholastic winners!

Mia Lassiter, who showed her portraits at the Saul Alexander 
Gallery and was also Piccolo Spoleto Rising Star last spring, again 
won the honor of a second solo art exhibition at the Saul Alexander 
Gallery for May 2020. Bravo! Mia also oversaw an amazing SOA 
outreach project that provides portraits to international orphans.

We were thrilled to award the Marie Nichols Spirit Award 
Scholarship to our own Ellen Emge, who was nominated for this 
award by her class to honor the admirable traits of the major’s 
founder, Marie Nichols. The Jasari Whipper Memorial Scholarship 
is open to all majors and also went to one of our own this year. 
Hannah Burton won the scholarship for her moving essay about 
becoming the artist she is and pursuing her arts in college. Our 
annual Fashion Show funds these scholarships so we celebrate all 
the cooperation that makes such wonderful gifts possible for SOA’s 
seniors.

Due to COVID-19 closures, the 2020 Fashion Show 
& Senior Thesis reception were postponed to fall and winter 
respectively. This year, our seniors completed Senior Thesis at home 
with an editorial shoot and that footage was used to personalize 
their graduation feature.

The Class of 2020 is our fourth class of graduating seniors 
and these twelve are CTE completers in addition to earning their 
SOA Diplomas with Thesis. Our impressive graduates are winning 
scholarships to top academic school programs like Clemson Architecture, Wake Forest University, Howard, VCU, Pratt, Elon, University of 
South Carolina Honors, Furman University, and numerous pre-medicine programs.
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Piano: A Year in Review
  The Piano Department began their year with a group building 
activity. The middle school piano majors and the high school piano 
majors each spent an afternoon taking on the Wild Blue Ropes. This 
is a favorite activity for most of the students. It is good for building 
comradery within the group as well as self-confidence. 
 The later part of October, the middle school students 
presented a Blues Concert at Forte Jazz Lounge on King Street. Some 
of the professional musicians that play with Mr. Clarke joined
in and played with the students. We discovered that evening that 
several of our students are also good singers.
 One of the favorite concerts for the piano students, are the 
ensemble concerts which were performed in mid-November. The 
students performed duets, trios, 2 piano ensembles with four hands 
and eight hands. They performed everything from classical repertoire 
to Billy Joel.
 This year the high school piano majors took on an extra 
concert in late January. We decided to do a theme concert and the 
theme that was chosen was “Gaming Music.” Students worked in 
small groups and either had to create an ensemble from a solo piece 
from one of the gaming platforms or create a medley of several pieces 
from one of the video games. The students were encouraged to add 
other instrumentation to their piece. Some selections were
piano only and others had drums, bass, and synthesizer added to 
the piece. During the performance, there were video games running 
in the background. It was a fun concert that the students enjoyed 
putting together because they could be as creative as they wanted.
 The end of February began our series of solo performances. 
The performances were spread out over four concert dates. 
Students were allowed to choose the date they wished to perform. 
Unfortunately, the final concert did not get to come to fruition 
because of the virus. The first three concerts went very well. These 
solo concerts are set to help students in preparation for all of the 
piano competitions that occur in the early spring.
 The first weekend in March, we had 45 students participate 
in Achievement Day which was held at the College of Charleston. 
At least 99% of the students made an “Outstanding” rating. These 
students have to perform two pieces of classical repertoire from 
memory, play major and minor scales chord progressions, take a 
written theory test, and sight read. We had three students selected 
to the Honors Recital. They were Vanessa Nguyen, Elise Fossi, 
and Michael Lee. We also had five students selected as alternates. 
Unfortunately, District and State competitions were cancelled. We 
were able to host the Louis Mathis Scholarship Competition and 
master class. We had several students that participated in the master 
class and the scholarship audition.
 With the quarantine in place because of the virus, our seniors 
did not get to perform their senior thesis. We are hoping that they 
will be able to do something in early summer to showcase their hard 
work. We are very proud of them for all of their accomplishments and look
forward to seeing all of the exciting things that they will accomplish in the near future CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR SENIORS!
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Creative Writing:
A Year in Review
 This year the Creative Writing Majors have continued to 
cultivate their voices, hone their skills, and garner recognition on the 
national stage, earning hundreds of awards in some of the country’s 
most prestigious writing competitions including the Princeton 
University High School Poetry Prize and the Skylark Prize. In addition,
student work was selected for publication in the competitive Rattle 
Young Poets Anthology and the Interlochen Review, and our creative 
writing students in grades 7 – 12 received a remarkable 221 regional 
and 19 national Scholastic Writing Awards (the nation’s oldest and most 
prestigious contest for teenage writers), including a Best in
Grade (8 th grade fiction).
 The program was proud to host widely published and nationally 
recognized writers this year, such as essayist and poet Christina Olson, 
through our Visiting Authors Series and meet Nobel Laureate Joyce 
Carol Oates at this year’s Charleston to Charleston Literary Festival.
 The sixth grade began their year with poetry. Each student wrote 
several imagist poems as they explored the importance of concrete 
imagery, metaphor, simile, and symbol, and they also wrote nature 
poetry inspired by their collaborative trip to Bulls Island with the 6 th 
Grade Visual Artists. In the spring, students were introduced to fiction. 
They wrote two short stories and several vignettes, centered around secrets, lies and real human conflict.
 Seventh graders focused on fiction during the first semester. They studied plot structure, pacing, conflict, dialogue, point of view, 
flashback, and characterization within a short story and crafted four extensive pieces that explored these techniques. In the spring, they 
studied poetry, creating works that employed sensory imagery, allusion, pop culture, and persona. They researched the work of a selected 
contemporary poet, engaging in critical analysis as well as writing a poem in their chosen poet’s style. They sent letters to the poets, 
conveying what they admired about their work and what they learned through close analysis of it. Each student boldly shared their final 
poem for their inspiration to read, and we all eagerly await to see who responds with words of praise and encouragement.
 Eighth graders began their year studying fiction and wrote two full-length short stories, centered around experience and 
perspective, narrative voice, folklore and magical realism, as well as ways in which writers plant their endings early on in a story. The
second half of the year they studied poetry and experimented with various forms: an epistolary poem, a found poem, a pantoum, a prose 
poem, and finally, a sequence poem. They analyzed a wide range of examples and the different ways to approach each of these
forms, finding their own avenues of expression and creativity through the restrictions and long traditions that these forms offer.
 Ninth graders began the year with Advanced Poetry Workshop, studying a range of canonical and contemporary poets. They wrote 
poems that employed extended metaphors and drew on inspiration from Robert Bly’s method of Leaping Poetry as well as from science 
and scientific metaphor. As a part of our community outreach, they took a trip to Somerby of Mount Pleasant, a senior living center, where 
they heard history come to life and wrote narrative poems that told their partners’ stories. Lastly, they each researched a selected poetic 
movement, which culminated in a poem written in that style. In Advanced Fiction Workshop, they wrote two short stories and several 
vignettes for Mr. Hammes and studied a number of advanced fiction techniques like minimalism, crisis of faith, human prejudice, narrative 
uncertainty and the role of the objective correlative. During the second semester, both freshmen and sophomores traveled to St. Helena and
Fripp Island for a writer’s retreat, which focused on the literature and culture of the Civil Rights Movement and Gullah traditions, featuring 
an incredible tour with Queen Quet.
 Tenth graders learned to craft a script for the stage and the screen as well as how to write and perform slam poetry and, in the 
process, produced a film script, a play script and a solo slam poem. In Nonfiction Workshop, students wrote essays exploring their
personal flaws and prejudices as well as a braided essay about both a talent and a struggle and an extensive essay about the role of time and 
memory in their lives.
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Eleventh graders studied thematic obsessions, form and style 

in Finding Your Voice, learning to identify their own voice through 
a thematic series of poems, lyric essays, and flash fiction. They 
were also introduced to the Senior Thesis process at the Creative 
Writing Retreat in Lake Logan, North Carolina. Finally, each student 
analyzed their own work and wrote an artist’s statement in order 
to solidify their creativity  achievements and goals. In the Place 
and Gender course, eleventh graders took an in- depth look at what 
role both locus and gender play in the alchemy of creating a work 
of literature. Students wrote three linked episodic stories based on 
a fictional place as well as a personal essays and stories about the 
culture in which they find themselves and some aspect of nature 
in their unique locale. In addition, students wrote a story from the 
point of view of the opposite gender, challenging themselves to see 
from another perspective.

The intensive yearlong Senior Thesis course afforded twelve 
students the enviable opportunity to learn the ins and outs of the 
writing profession. They each worked one-on-one with a renowned 
writer to write, revise and publish an original 100-page book, now 
available for purchase at Amazon.com. The year culminated in a 
record number of state, regional and national awards, along with a 
well-attended Virtual Senior Thesis Reading.

For all their hard work and dedication to their craft and for 
all their countless awards and recognitions this year, the Creative 
Writers truly deserve a big round of applause.

Theatre: A Year in Review
Another busy year for the theatre department. Senior Thesis saw 
two “Night of Scenes” performances along with three nights of 
original works in the first semester. We also had the premier as the 
first HS production of Puffs in South Carolina.  In addition, we 
produced the good old standby Romeo and Juliet in the RMMT 
along with several premieres and original works at the Middle 
School level. We received “Audience Favorite” at the annual One 
Act Competition in November at Francis Marion University, and 
then the Holiday Season had the Black Box very busy too with 
a different production happening every three to four days. The 
Gnomes were at it again with the outreaches to CCSD schools and 
assisted living homes, and they even got up to Rock Hill, SC for 
an outreach.  Second Semester saw a wonderful Musical Theatre 
Cabaret, an Old Fashion Melodrama, a Spoken Word Showcase, 
a Joyce Carol Oates adaptation and more Middle School One  
Acts.  We even drove up to Louisville, Kentucky for a theatre 
conference. Plus, we finished out the year creating two productions 
(HS &amp; MS) via the virtual Zoom World. On the whole we 
produced more than ninety performances from more than twenty 
different types of productions.

Senior Caitlin Shelor reads from her book, Panacea during 
the Zoom broadcast of the Creative Writing Department's 
Senior Thesis Reading in May.
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Where Were They Then: Ms. Orchard
Clara Collins reached out to AP U.S. History teacher Ms. Megan 
Orchard to find out about her life before SOA. 

Clara Collins: Where did you grow up? What are your favorite 
childhood memories?
Ms. Megan Orchard:  I was born in California, but grew up mostly in 
Georgia.  We spent all of our time outdoors--I was lucky enough to grow 

up in a time where you just had to be back by sundown and parents 
didn’t worry about all the nightmare scenarios.  Think Stranger Things 

with less bowl cuts and of 
course, no Demogorgon 
or telekinesis. So almost 
nothing like Stranger 
Things. Nevermind. Most 
of my favorite memories 
were around sailboating 
with my Dad or traveling 
with my family.  
CC: What kind of 
student were you 
in middle and high 
school? What do you 
remember from that 
time? 
MO: I was an absolute 
nightmare of a student 
in middle school...the 
boredom of my classes 
combined with a slight 
streak of oppositional 
defiance had me in ISS 
too many times to count.  
By high school, I sort of 
chilled out--but apparently 
was loud and disruptive 
enough that my senior 

superlative was Class Clown.  I would do bits where I went into classrooms 
of teachers I never had and would start to take attendance or sit in the 
back and wait to see how long it took them to notice I wasn’t supposed to 
be in the class.  Needless to say, most of my peers were shocked when I 
became a teacher. 
CC: What were your hobbies growing up? 
MO: I tried a little of everything.  I rode horses and did ballet at a very 
young age, but quickly grew bored with that.  Swim team, gymnastics, 
soccer, you name it, I tried it for a season or two. I tried my hand at 
theater, but my burgeoning child acting career was crushed when my 
mom refused to take me on an audition for this little television show that 
was about to come out called... Barney.  Alas, it went to this Gomez chick 
and my income and opportunities have basically been on par with hers 
ever since. I also played competitive tennis in high school and painted a 
lot.
CC: Were you always interested in history? 
MO: I hated Social Studies in middle school (see above answer), but I 
fell in love with history when I took APUSH my junior year because I had 
an amazing teacher who made me realize how interesting and relevant it 
was.   I’ve been hooked ever since.
CC: Where did you go to college, and what did you study?
MO: I earned my Bachelor’s degree from LSU (Geaux Tigers) and then 

got my Master’s degree at UGA. For my undergrad, I studied Balkan 
history (totally using that on the regular...) and my post-grad work was 
in Social Studies Education. 
CC: Have you lived anywhere else besides Charleston, and if 
so, what brought you here?
MO: I have lived in California, Idaho, Louisiana, Georgia, and South 
Carolina.  Life took me to Charleston immediately after grad school and 
I’ve lived here ever since. 
CC: Did you always want to be a teacher? What led you to 
becoming one?
MO: I did not always want to be a teacher...I actually started more as 
a social worker--I served as an outreach counselor for homeless youth 
in Atlanta.  It was incredible work, but I came to an understanding that 
education was the best way to help young people overcome whatever 
barriers their backgrounds might throw at them.  As an outreach 
counselor, we could provide a hot meal, a shower, job counseling, GED 
help, or access to medicalare--but it almost felt like triage.  Just small 
band-aids on these gaping bullet holes of what these kids were dealing 
with. I kept feeling that if you could get these young people a great 
education, they would have better tools to navigate their lives.  It seemed 
like a great democratizer.  It propelled me to grad school, where I got my 
teaching degree.  
CC What drew 
you to SOA? 
What’s your 
favorite part of 
working here? 
MO: I spent several 
years teaching 
middle school at 
various places in 
Charleston County, 
but found myself 
getting bored.  I 
was ready for 
another challenge, 
so I decided to 
return to high 
school (where I 
started my career).  
I had worked for 
Dr. Cook before 
and was excited 
to work with the 
creative students 
and faculty that 
typify our school 
community. My 
first year I loved 
having the entire 
junior class--I felt like it gave me a unique opportunity to get to know 
the whole group.  This year I’ve had to split my time between teaching 
APUSH and working part-time at the district as the Teacher of the Year 
on Special Assignment (the title sounds more important than it is).   I 
learned how much more I love being in the classroom.  So next year, I’m 
back full time teaching APUSH and AP Gov--so to my current students, 
surprise! I’m following you to senior year!

Provided

Ms. Orchard enjoys a sailboat trip with her 
father. 
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Ms. Orchard shows off her prom look. 
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Lauren DiNicola, valedictorian of the SOA class of 2010, went on to 
Harvard University, where she is now a PhD candidate in the field of 
Cognitive Psychology. Lauren was a state champion long-distance runner 
for Wando, and she also spoke at the dedication ceremony of the Rose 
Maree Myers Theater in April 2010.

Logan Baker: How did your time at SOA and in the Creative Writing 
program affect your college experience?
Lauren DiNicola: The writing training that I received at SOA prepared me 
very well for written assignments in (and beyond) college! I am incredibly 
grateful for that training.  I missed creative writing when I got to college, so I 
also took creative writing at Harvard and served as an editor for a general 
interest literary magazine. Both were a lot of fun!  As a scientist, I continue 
to write constantly, and I still love literary readings. They feel like home.  
LB: You were part of the first graduating class in the new SOA building. Do 
you have any memories of the transition or your own senior year?
LD: Oh true! Many memories, yes. One day - before the move - our senior 
class got to walk from the old campus to the new building and tour the 
classrooms and grounds. I remember that feeling like a big deal. It was 
bittersweet to leave the old buildings behind but also nice to be part of the 
transition. Some favorite memories from my senior year are related to our 
senior theses. For example, after school one day, my best friend, Katie, 
printed out every one of her poems and spread the pages all around her. She 
then slowly, carefully, put them into the order in which they would be 
bound. That was the coolest. And another friend, Kaitlyn, painted a canvas 
that would become the cover art for my book. (The original painting is still 
hanging in my mom’s house, much to Kaitlyn’s dismay!) Although end-of-
year events were impacted, I hope this year’s seniors still have memories of 
things that may have seemed like part of the regular routine at the time but 
are actually quite special. 
LB: As a former Creative Writing major and long-distance runner for 
Wando, have you kept up with any of your high school interests and 
activities? What other hobbies and interests have you developed?
LD: I definitely still love to run! I ended  up walking on to the cross country 
&  track teams at Harvard, so running remained a big part of my life in

college. I  met some of my best friends on that team (including my 
husband)! As far as new hobbies, I now play netball in Boston! Netball is a 
popular sport in the UK, and one of my close friends is from England and 
invited me to join her group. I had never played before, and I love it!  
LB: What led you to the field of cognitive psychology, and can you give us a 
little info on the work you’ve been doing at Harvard’s Buckner Laboratory?
LD: I am really interested in how our brains support complex social 
abilities. This started as an interest in the evolutionary origins of sociality. I 
worked, for example, on a project examining chimpanzee behavior. I then 
became interested in early-emerging differences in human social cognition, 
and I spent two years as a research fellow in the Yale Child Study Center. 
Currently, in the Buckner Lab, I am studying how human brain networks 
may be organized to support different functions, including social ones like 
perspective-taking. 
LB: What’s your favorite part of the career path you’ve chosen?
LD: I am grateful everyday for the privilege of getting to search for 
interesting ways to answer hard questions. It is absolutely an incredible 
job. And as a PhD student, I have gotten paid to learn, which is a dream 
come true! 
LB: Although a lot is on hold right now due to COVID-19, what are your 
plans for the future?
LD: In the future, I hope to continue to pursue research opportunities. A 
common path, and one that I hope to take if the job market allows, is to 
pursue post-doctoral research before applying to professor positions. More 
broadly, I hope to conduct research that helps us to better understand brain 
organization and development. And I also hope to become a mom! LB: Do 
you have a message for our 2020 graduates (and SOA students as a whole)?
LD: I am sure you’ve received plenty of advice, but congratulations, and 
best of luck! And perhaps I’ll add just a humble reminder to ask for help 
when you need some. 

Provided

Applause catches up with  Lauren 
DiNicola, SOA class of 2010 valedictorian

To the Class of 2020,
 It is with a touch of sadness that I am writing this 

farewell to the class of 2020. In these unprecedented times, 
I will not be able to personally congratulate you or even say 
thank you for the warm welcome you have given me since my 
arrival to SOA. I appreciate all the laughs, advice and patience 
you have shown me this school year. When coming into SOA, 
I had no idea the amount of talent you all possessed. I believe 
in all of you and I cannot wait to watch you achieve your 

dreams.
 When the dust settles and our lives get back to our 

new “normal” please come back to visit me. You have brought 
me so much joy and I am proud to say that even if it was for a 
short time, I got to work for you.

Best Wishes,
Ms. Derrickson 

A Message from Ms. Derrickson 
to the Class of 2020



Ms. Bednarczyk had begun by showing 
us the extreme destitute conditions in the 
children’s school which has dirt floors, missing 
walls, sparse tables and chairs, no textbooks, 
and an evident need for the most basic materials 
conducive to a child’s education. The lack of 
access to modern amenities could be seen in the 
school’s library, which, though reconstruction 
efforts were underway, was still in need of 
authentic French books for children. Writing an 
original children’s story in French would serve as 
an engaging way for third-year students to apply 
their grammatical knowledge to a charitable 
cause with a personal touch. Throughout the 
school year, SOA has also raised money through 
various fundraisers to support the school in La 
Chapelle.

As we drafted our stories, we studied 
authentic French fairy tales and folk tales to 
attain a better understanding of the differences 
between French and English stories for 
children. We studied works such as Cendrillon 
(Cinderella), Le Petit Chaperon Rouge ( Little 
Red Riding Hood), and Le Petit Prince (The 
Little Prince). Learning vocabulary relating to 
mythical creatures and royalty gave us the tools 

to create our own original 
stories, rather than simply 
mimicking the famous 
tales and figures of the 
English-speaking world. 
Each story needed the 
grammar and ideas of third 
year complexity, while also 
maintaining a voice true to 
a high schooler learning French. Throughout the 
process, personalized feedback furthered each 
story’s resemblance to native French writing. By 
the end of the writing process, students’ hard 
work amounted to a final sixth draft—a polished 
one reflecting grammatical concepts learned 
throughout the year. It was ready to
 be written in a hardbound book, illustrated, and 
potentially sent over to Haiti.

Students finished hand-writing and 
illustrating their fables of talking animals or fairy 
tales of princes and princesses in their respective 
homes. The colorful finished products, though 
we could not be together at SOA to share them 
with one another, were shared virtually. These 
projects truly reflected months of hard work, as 
well as many of the linguistic concepts crucial 

to third-year foreign 
language. Some students 
will send their books 
to La Chappelle, where 
their books will enable 
the children’s section of 
the town’s local library 
to grow. A picture of 
each French student will 
be sent along with their 
book to La Chapelle, 
giving the books a 
personal touch from SOA students.

On a related note, Mrs. Bednarczyk 
learned this week that dozens of used French 
textbooks which she sent to Haiti several months 
ago, where finally received and are being used in 
the La Chappelle school.
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French students donate original 
story books to Haitian Library
By Katie Forrester

June 2020

In December, students in Ms. Bednarczyk’s third-year French 
class, of which I am one, began a long process of hand crafting 
and illustrating our own short books, which used authentic French 
grammar in order to tell a children’s story. Some of the students’ 
recently completed fables and fairy tales, written entirely in French, 
will be donated to a school in need in the impoverished Haitian town 
of La Chapelle.

News

Since Applause was unable to hold its annual rock concert, "Free My Soul," on May 21st in the Rose Maree Myers Theater, 
here is the Spotify playlist, so you can revisit the songs performed at "Free My Soul: Unplugged" on February 28th.

By Peter O'Malley
Visit @soaapplause on Spotify to listen.

The Beatles – “Get Back” (1970) Simon & Garfunkel – “Bridge Over Troubled Water” (1970)
Joni Mitchell – “Big Yellow Taxi” (1970) James Taylor – “Fire & Rain” ( 1970)
Credence Clearwater Revival – “Have You Ever Seen the Rain” (1971)
Bill Withers – “Ain’t No Sunshine” (1971)    Neil Young – “Heart of Gold” (1972)
Dolly Parton – “Jolene” (1973)        Gladys Knight & The Pips – “Midnight Train to Georgia” (1973) 
Linda Ronstadt – “Love Has No Pride” (1973)        Led Zeppelin – “D’yer Maker” (1973)
Roberta Flack – “Killing Me Softly” (1973)       Bob Dylan – “Forever Young” (1974)
Dobie Gray – “Drift Away” (1973)

Spotify Playlist
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Thank you, Mr. Orvin!

Legendary teacher Mr. Orvin is retiring 
this year, so Peter O’Malley asked him 
some questions about his time at SOA and 
years before.

Peter O’Malley: You’ve been a popular 
teacher at SOA for twenty years and 
kids love your class. What were your 
own school days like? Did you have 
teachers who inspired you the way 
you inspire your students?
Mr Orvin: Back in the 50s and 60s school 
was a bit different.  We were excited that we 
finally got air conditioning.  You respected 
your teachers or you paid the price mentally 
and physically.  I have a mentor and 
surrogate father at Porter Gaud, Major Ted 
Richardson, who inspired me to become a 
history teacher and also took me all over the 
South Pacific.

PO: I’ve heard you’re a big music 
fan.  Did you see a lot of major acts 
come through the area when you were 
younger?
MO: Yes.  Those were the golden days of 
rock n roll.  I have seen the Rolling Stones 
7 times. Tickets used to be under $10.  
Last dance with them was $500 a pop. My 
favorite bands would be the Stones, Allman 
Brothers with Duane, and Lynyrd Skynyrd.

PO: Do you have a few favorite Stones 
songs?
MO: Favorite albums - Exile on Main 
Street, Sticky Fingers, and Let It Bleed

PO: I heard you lived and surfed 
in Hawaii. Can you tell us some 
memories you have from back then? 
Did you grow up surfing locally? 
MO: Grew up surfing locally - USC 
sponsored me to surf in national 
competition in California during the 70s.  
I moved to Maui in ‘75 and spent a good 
decade there.  I have been to Australia, New 
Zealand, Tahiti, Fiji, Bora Bora, and other 
secret spots.

PO: What do you think makes you 
relate so well to your students and for 
them to relate so well to you?
MO: I’m just a big kid, and I care about 
them and the feeling is mutual.

PO: After decades as a teacher, what 
have you learned about teaching kids?  
What makes kids learn?
MO: I am a storyteller, do not believe in 
homework, and I communicate with them 
everyday.

PO: What made you stick with your 
career so long?  What did you find 
most gratifying about teaching?
MO: This one is a gut feeling.  For those 
who know me and have been in my 
classroom they will understand.

PO: Your wife, Ms. Lasley, is also an 
SOA favorite. Can you tell us about 
how you all got together?
MO: Last day of school in 2002 I saw the 
prettiest woman I’ve ever seen.  First date, 
a complete disaster.  Second date no better.  
But love conquers all.  We got engaged over 
the loudspeaker, married at Boone Hall with 
the jazz band, strings quartet and a vocal 
major in tow.  It was wonderful.

PO: What will you miss most about 
SOA?
MO: Kindness stands the test of time.  
Memories are life’s greatest treasures. I 
have enjoyed the ride.
Vaya con Dios,  Aloha.  Mr. O

History teacher who spent two decades 
inspiring SOA students will retire this year
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The 2019-2020 school year was beloved 
SOA teacher Sarah Fitzgerald’s last 
year before retirement, so Peter 
O’Malley asked her some questions about 
her last 18 years of SOA teaching.

Peter O’Malley: How would you 
compare school from when you were 
a teenager to now? What are some 
things that have changed, or stayed 
the same?
Ms. Fitzgerald: When I was a teenager, 
it was a very long time ago. There were 
neighborhood schools and each one offered 
the Arts classes, trade classes (auto shop, 
cosmetology, construction arts, etc.) High 
school seniors were allowed to be bus 
drivers and some of my best friends drove 
buses. We only had SAT testing to get into 
college. There was no yearly testing in all 
the grades like there is today.
I remember thinking that my time in high 
school was horrible. As I look back on it, it 
really wasn’t that bad and I made friends 

that have stayed in 
touch throughout 
my life. That’s really 
special when someone 
has known you for a 
very long time and 
still likes you anyway!

PO: My dad, 
Tim O’Malley, 
remembers when 
you were the 
Strings director at 
SOA- could you tell 
us about those years?
SF:I started as high school orchestra 
director at SOA in 2002. We were in the old 
school and it was very bohemian. It was old 
and falling apart but we made the halls light 
up with all the artists, young & old, doing 
their artsy thing. It was fabulous! The only 
thing I didn’t like was there was no theatre 
so the arts teachers had to find venues in 
Charleston for concerts, art shows, and 
performances. That was a lot of lugging 
around chairs and stands!

PO: What are some of your musical 
interests?
SF: I love good music. Mozart, Brahms, 
Beethoven are some of my favs. I love Rock 
n Roll as well. I am truly a child of the 
Seventies!

PO: What are some cultural figures 
that have meant a lot to you? Are 
there any movies or books that have 
made a big impact?
SF: When I was young there were great 
concerts happening all the time. I was 
able to see Fleetwood Mac, the Eagles, the 
Rolling Stones, the Grateful Dead, James 
Taylor, Bonnie Raitt, John Prine, and many 

others as they came through Charlotte, NC 
or Greensboro, NC. I was a huge Beatles 
fan and I loved reading science fiction 
throughout high school and college.

PO: What do you enjoy teaching 
most?
SF: I have enjoyed teaching all the classes 
that I have had the privilege to teach. I 
especially liked Music Technology. It was 
very cutting edge at the
time.

PO: What brought you to SOA, and 
did you do other work along the 
way?
SF: I started my teaching career as an 
itinerant strings teacher in Charlotte, 
NC. I moved to the Lowcountry and 
spent quite a few years teaching
elementary general music before 
starting a strings program in Berkeley 
County. I began teaching in Charleston 
County in 1995 and was an
itinerant strings teacher in West Ashley. 
I applied for the open high school 
orchestra position in 2002 and the rest 
is Rock n Roll history.

An Interview with 
Ms. Fitzgerald

News

Thank you, Mr. Orvin!
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Where is the class of 2020 
going for college next year?

Anderson University, Appalachian State University, Bard College, Belmont University, Brown Aveda Institute, Claflin University, Clemson 
University, Coastal Carolina University, College of Charleston, Columbia College Chicago, Dartmouth College, DePaul University, 
Duke University, École Supérieure des Sciences Commerciales d’Angers, Flagler College, Florida State University, Furman University, 
Ithaca College, Marymount University, Massachusetts College of Art and Design, McGill University, North Carolina Agricultural and 
Technical State University, Oklahoma City University, Roberts Wesleyan College, Samford University, San Francisco Conservatory of 
Music, Savannah College of Art and Design, Stanford University, The Citadel, University of British Columbia, Trident Technical College, 
Tufts University, University of California Santa Barbara, University of California Irvine, University of Colorado Boulder, University 
of Georgia, University of Miami, University of North Carolina Chapel Hill, University of North Texas, University of South Carolina, 
University of Utah, Vanderbilt University, Wake Forest University, Winston-Salem State University, Winthrop University, Wofford College



SOA Sudoku
Help Mr. Orvin
find his sword!
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Follow Applause
on Instagram!
@soaapplause



What are your 
summer plans?
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By Peter O’Malley
Photos collected by Peter O’Malley

“I’m spending a lot of time 
with my firends and on the 

boat relearning how to wake 
board and knee board.”

-Emma Herrin,
8th grade Strings

“This summer I will be 
hanging out with the coolest 

staff members in CCSD 
working on plans for the‘20-
’21 school year. Who knows 
what we’ll come up with!”

-Dr. Cook,
Principal

“I will be taking my family to Hilton 
Head, finishing the teacher’s edition 
of Music Theory for the Successful 
String Musician, and teaching at 

two summer music camps.”
-Dr. Selby,

Strings teacher

“I hope to travel to Nevada 
to see my grandparents, 

learn how to surf, and hang 
out with my brother, who is 

leaving for college.”
-Thea Putney,

9th Grade Theatre

“Swimming, hydrosliding, and 
tubing at our lake house, and 

trampoline water balloon fights.”
-Luciano and Giovanni Cusatis,

6th and 9th grade Strings

“I plan to spend the summer 
with my family and new dog 

Brutus. I will spend time 
running, reading, and doing 
activities with my family.”

-Mr. Johnson,
PE Teacher

“I plan on working as much 
as I can and packing for 

college!!”
-Sam Clarke,

12th grade Fashion

“I plan on going to a family 
lake house in Michigan and 

seeing my cousins, one of my 
favorite summer traditions!”

-Lilly Tipton,
11th grade Strings

“I plan on hanging out with 
friends and living my best 

life!”
-Marley Delovich,
10th grade Dance

“Practicing violin, going to 
Iran for vacation, and trying 
to get my driver’s license.”

-Capers Tabrizian,
9th grade Strings
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