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From the Editors
Hey SOA,

since 1999, the official student publication of

School of the Arts

We’ve finally made it to winter break! It’s
hard to believe that we’re halfway through the
second quarter; for us, the year has been flying by.

Founded in 1995 by Rose Maree Myers

We’re extremely excited about this issue
Applause, because we get to share the winning
stories from our first ever Applause-sponsored
Holiday Fiction Contest. Thank you to staff writer
Will Brown for doing a phenomenal job organizing
and running the contest, and to all thirty-five
students who submitted a story!

of

Be sure to check out the first and second
place stories from high school and middle school
within this issue, and read the stories that won
third place or received honorable mentions on our website, soa-applause.com.
Thanks to Ms. Duffy for providing staff writer Thea Putney with an overview of
the Deaf and Hard of Hearing program, the first in a series of articles and interviews
covering this program.
Stay safe this December! We can all get through this together.
Happy Holidays!
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Taking Aim: Senior Vocal Major Fixes
Her Eye on National Archery Title

Provided

Provided, NCHS

Provided

varying distances.
“This is the type of tournament that typically comes to mind
when people think of archery,” she explains. “The farthest distance I
by Giovanni Cusatis
shoot in these tournaments is eighty yards. I make sure to stay hydrated
and aware, as I´ve seen archers forfeit due to heat-related health issues.”
Senior Maggie Colie spends up to ninety minutes a day
Other factors figure into a first-rate performance as well, she says.
perfecting her vocal skills at SOA, and she frequently sports a formal “I always wear the same boots to make sure my height stays consistent.”
black dress and takes the stage for memorable performances at the
Maggie plans to continue competing, but on a larger scale. Her
Gaillard or the Rose Maree Myers Theater.
goals for 2021 are to score in the top ten in the National Five Spot
But one or two
Competition and to win the South Carolina Archery Association 2021
days a week, Maggie
Shooter of the Year award.
picks up her Bowtech
“I enjoy how peaceful archery is,” said Maggie. “To shoot well,
Heartbreaker compound
one has to maintain a meditative state of mind, so it’s quite relaxing. It’s
bow with its fixed five
also refreshing to be out in nature.”
pin sight and thumb
release, and a quiver
SOA Winter Athletes Compete for NCHS
full of carbon shafted
by Giovanni Cusatis
arrows and heads to the
shooting range, where
she is as accomplished
The winter sports season has arrived, and a few SOA athletes
an archer as she is a
have made time to balance athletics with their art and academic studies.
vocalist.
Sophomore Pete Phillips, a piano major, has wrestled for North
In fact, since
Charleston High School for the past two years. He started wrestling in
falling in love with Colie, who has been honing her archery skills
seventh grade to stay in shape for baseball. Pete enjoyed a long winning
the sport at the age of since elementary school, takes aim during a
streak last season and hopes to continue winning this year.
practice session.
eight, she’s won twelve
Pete practices after school Monday through Thursday, but
state
championship
conditions --which according to him, “Is the most important part of my
titles.
training”-- six days a week.
In 2020 she earned the title “Shooter of the Year” for the South Pete says his team is looking
Carolina Archery Association.
good and that everyone has
Maggie picked up archery at Girl Scout camp and she and her improved. In his first match
dad began shooting regularly.
on December 4th, Pete
“Most of the time, I shoot and score a practice tournament, but grappled with an opponent
if I’m working out a larger issue with my form, then I shoot blindly two weight classes above him
from a close distance to regain muscle memory,” she says.
and older. He managed to
She competes individually in three different types of take the match into overtime
competitions. The first is called 3D, where the archer shoots foam but unfortunately lost. He
animals in the woods. The other types are indoor spot shooting, which was proud, however, that
involves shooting circular paper targets from about 20 yards away, he did well against someone
and outdoor spot shooting, where circular targets are shot at from bigger and older than him.
In this time of
surging COVID cases, a
sport like wrestling could
be a big spreader of the
virus, but Pete says his
team keeps distance and
shadow wrestles instead of
with partners. His goal for
Zanyiah Sanders-Smith goes for a shot,
the season is to improve by
playing for the NCHS Cougars.
integrating more variety into
his wrestling style.
Zanyiah Sanders-Smith is a freshman vocal major who has
played basketball for North Charleston High School for three years.
She started playing basketball at the age of five when her aunt, who
also played for North Charleston, introduced the sport to her. Zanyiah
practices every weekday after school. Practices include a lot of work on
defense and more recently shooting practice. Zanyiah says her team is
pretty decent but needs to work on communicating better on the court
The senior vocal major practices consistently, and her hard
and playing defense.
work has led to state recognition.
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Zanyiah played her first game on December 3rd in Hollywood
against Baptist Hill and her team crushed their opponent 49-9.
Zanyiah helped NCHS win the state championship last season, and
she hopes to do it again this year. And as a three-year veteran, she
says, she aims to become more of a leader for her teammates.

Band Practice COVID-style: The SOA Band practices in the Rose
Maree Myers theater. Virtual students can be seen on the big screen.

the concert experience reimagined

Enjoy masterworks of the chamber music repertoire from the comfort
of your own home - from concerts streamed live from Sottile Theatre
to intimate performances in the historic homes and buildings of
downtown Charleston. View the complete concert schedule at
chambermusiccharleston.org.

SPECIAL OFFER FOR SOA STUDENTS
Subscribe to the CMC YouTube channel at youtube.com/
chambermusicchs and recieve a FREE student virtual
subscription. Email info@chambermusiccharleston.org
once you have subscribed to receive your tickets.

CMC

CHAMBER MUSIC CHARLESTON
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West Ashley Restaurant Changes Name to
Honor SOA Parent

Provided

Smith-Adams passed away at age forty. Addison Adams recalls
her mother’s passing, saying, “‘No one saw it coming and it was so
sudden. We know that she lived everyday like there was no tomorrow,
by Ella Fritz
constantly trying to make people smile or brighten their day. There
are so many people she has inspired.’” She was known as a hospitable,
Caroline Smith-Adams, mother of SOA freshman dance tireless, capable, and kind woman, who will forever be missed and
major Addison Adams, passed away earlier this school year. Addison remembered by all who loved her, whether it be in the local food,
described her mother as a joyful presence in her life: “‘She always had beverage, and dance industry, or by her amazing family and friends.
a smile on her face that lit up the
room, and always put others first.
She was such an inspiring person, Ms. Drennan Returns to SOA!
not only to me, but to everyone by Hannah Elledge
else she knew.’”
Ms. Drennan and School of the Arts go hand in hand, and it’s
Smith-Adams was born in
hard
to
imagine one without the other. So, it’s good we don’t have to!
Columbia, South Carolina. She
Much
to
the dismay of her students, Ms. Drennan retired from SOA last
attended the Columbia Ballet
year.
However,
as she traveled to Maine and the Rocky Mountains this
Company from the young age of
summer,
finding
herself playing too many card games on her phone,
three, and performed at Piccolo
she
realized
just
how
much she missed everyone at SOA and decided
Spoleto. Moving to the Charleston
to
come
back
as
the
new
student concerns specialist! Even though she
area at fourteen, Smith-Adams
was
only
gone
for
a
small
time, if you see her around the school make
attended James Island High
sure
to
tell
her,
“Welcome
back!”
School, becoming a cheerleader
Born
in
Darien,
Connecticut,
it seems Ms. Drennan’s love of
and dancing with Robert Ivy
literature
started
early
with
books
like
Winnie the Pooh, which her
Ballet. After being awarded a dance
mother
read
to
her.
scholarship to the University of
Aiken, she moved to the British As she grew up, her
Virgin Islands to pursue her love passion for reading
of bartending. She then journeyed did not fade. Instead,
to Fort Lauderdale, Florida, to it encouraged her
Smith-Adams and her
bartend and study mixology, while and her friends as
daughter, Addison.
also earning her bachelor’s degree in teenagers to read
marketing from Broward College. In books that broadened
2005, she found her way back to Charleston, working at the Holiday their outlooks on
Inn on Folly Beach, eventually becoming the bar manager at Voodoo their own lives and on
society. She realized
Tiki Bar and Lounge.
Soon thereafter, Smith-Adams became a big name in the through novels like To
Charleston food and beverage industry while bartending at the Kill A Mockingbird,
Like
Me,
restaurant in Avondale, gaining support from her family, coworkers, Black
Flowers
for
Algernon,
and friends. Her stepfather, Mark Hurlbutt, told the Post and Courier,
many
others
“‘She welcomed you no matter what and made you feel like you were and
that
those
who
read
special. I never saw someone who worked so tirelessly to make sure
Ms. Drennan at the school cafeteria.
actually
had
the
power
everyone else was happy and taken care of.’” The owners of Voodoo,
Mike and Jen Kulie, also told the Post and Courier about Smith-Adam’s to ¨make people nicer.¨
Ms. Drennan recalls her own education being very different
hard-working soul, saying, “‘To us, she was more than an employee.”
compared
to school now. She remembers boys taking Shop, while the
“To her staff, she was more than a boss. She made this place into a
girls
were
forced
to take Home Economics (in which she made a C-),
family. Because of her, people have worked here forever.’”
and
also
a
rule
banning
girls from wearing pants to school until the
In Smith-Adam’s honor, Voodoo Tiki Bar and Lounge has now
seventies.
become a fun, family-friendly restaurant, renamed Caroline’s Aloha
In college, Ms. Drennan loved the freedom the students had
Bar. Keeping her memory alive, SOA graduate Acecily Alexander,
to
take
courses they most enjoyed, and she found herself taking many
Smith-Adam’s “work wife”, told the Post and Courier, “‘She expected
English
classes. She looked up to and admired her college teachers, but
a lot out of the people she loved and wanted us to believe in ourselves
found
herself
drawn to the idea of traveling rather than staying in one
the way she believed in us.’”
place
for
long.
Not only was Smith-Adams known as a loving, kind-spirited
While working at a hospital in New York City, Ms. Drennan
bartender, but was also a supportive mother to her only daughter, who
“began
to miss [her] original calling,” and decided to get her Master’s
attends the Charleston Dance Center. Buffi Wade, the owner of the
degree
in
English Education at NYU. She started teaching at a private
center, knew Smith-Adams back in their early days, as Smith-Adams
school
in
New
York, where she happened to have Ben Taylor, the son
was an amazing volunteer at the studio, running dance routines,
of
James
Taylor
and Carly Simon, as a student! When asked about her
substituting for out of town teachers, dressing the dancers up, and
memories
of
him,
Ms. Drennan recalls him being “years ahead of his
supporting everyone out on the stage.
peers (socially)” due to him always being surrounded by people older

Photo by Ethan Butler
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than him. She also recalls “losing her ability to speak English” around
James Taylor because of her fifteen year crush on him.
Thankfully, she later began teaching at SOA, where she led
discussions on some of her favorite books, like The Kite Runner, The
Joy Luck Club, To Kill A Mockingbird, and most memorably The
Odyssey, a book in which all of her past students will remember acting
out in skits. These are some of her favorite memories at the school, but
she apologizes to her colleagues for the noise as “the kids could never
keep it down as they were preparing.”
Some of my own favorite memories in her class are the funny
drawings she would let students put on her dry erase board at the
front, the rubber chicken, the notebook sheet of paper over the clock
reading, “It’s Drennan Time!”, and her passionate speeches on how to
avoid quote-bombing. She truly did find her calling in teaching, always
creating meaningful relationships with each of her students.
Ms. Drennan, a standout teacher and avid supporter of
Applause, we could not be more excited to have you back at SOA!

Photo by Ethan Butler

to (him)” and even visited local party offices. Reflective of the new
options voters were given in light of Coronavirus, Autumn chose to
vote by mail-in ballot and Will voted early at the North Charleston
Coliseum after school. Looking at his ballot, Will said he was surprised
to see the amount of things he was voting on, including “state senate
and house, local judges, School Board members, local legislation, and
even the sheriff.” For him, the entire process took around 20 minutes.
Autumn said after she mailed her ballot, she felt “a lot more content”
watching the election unfold knowing she had cast her own vote. Both
said they were happy to have voted in such a large election, and to have
their voices heard.
Though many others weren’t eligible to vote, they found
another way to get involved with the election. Michelle Schultze and
Hannah Elledge both decided to sign up to be poll manager assistants
on election day after hearing Davis Varnado give a presentation on his
experience working as one last year in their AP Government class.
To become a poll manager assistant, one must be sixteen or
seventeen and complete a two to three hour online training course
with a test at the end. This year, there was also an hour long Covid-19
Sinfonietta Holds First Virtual Concert
training segment. While training, Hannah was worried about forgetting
by Ethan Butler
important information on election day, but once she arrived, she
realized there were many others working as poll managers for the frist
Last month, the SOA Sinfonietta Orchestra had its very first time as well, and there were always people nearby offering help.
virtual concert. This was quite a change
Both Hannah and Michelle spent most of
from last year’s concerts, when the Rose
the day working at the check-in computer,
Maree Myers Theater had a full audience,
where they checked people in, scanned their
as there was not an audience at all for this
IDs, and made sure they were registered, as
concert. Nonetheless, the lack of audience
well as printing out their ballots. They also
may not have been a negative aspect, as Dr.
spent a short portion as greeters, making
Selby says that students can tend to play
sure people knew where to to and that they
more confidently, not being as intimidated
weren’t wearing any political merchandise.
by the pressure of an audience. To add
Michelle also remembers having to tell
to the different feel, the entire orchestra
incoming voters, “Don’t use hand sanitizer
was socially distanced on stage. The group
or it’ll ruin the ballots!” Despite the long
played Lullaby, by George Gershwin, and the
hours, there were also plenty of small
Holberg Suite, by Edvard Grieg. According
breaks where they could eat pizza and drink
to Dr. Selby, the orchestra has had to “learn
coffee.
Although sinfonietta performances may look
how to play with fewer performers,” which he
Hannah enjoyed seeing people’s reactions
says is a “real problem.” However, it seems different this year, they still sound as polished as theyto seeing teenagers working as poll managers,
normally do.
that the Sinfonietta overcame that problem,
and
was
as the performance they gave was amazing. To watch the concert, all used to any bumps in the road after
you have to do is search “SOA Sinfonietta Fall 2020” on Youtube, or go years of working retail jobs. Michelle
to https://youtu.be/_buLKm0RLjI.
appreciated the opportunity to
“ talk more with the older poll
workers and see their perspective,”
SOA Students Involved in the Election
saying, “Even if we can’t talk about
by Clara Collins
politics, it’s always interesting to
The 2020 Election on November 3rd gave many SOA students a see people’s opinions and unique
chance to participate in their first election, and a Presidential election points-of-view, especially as a
at that. After years of eagerly waiting for their chance, students aged group of people commonly drawn
eighteen had their opportunity, but many others still found a way to to working at the polls that day...
it’s a unique opportunity to meet
exercise their civic duty.
people who live just down the street
Seniors Autumn Chaveco and Will Brown were able to vote and you’d never meet otherwise.”
Michelle and Hannah were
for the first time. Both Autumn and Will made sure to do they were
paid
for
their hard work, as well
informed before they cast their vote, researching the duties of offices
as
awarded
extra credit by Ms.
they were unfamiliar with and investigating both local and national
Orchard,
but
they say the rewards
candidates. Will said he “watched the debates, read the campaign
Elledge and Schultze enjoyed
were
far
greater
than that. Hannah
seeing the election process
websites, read the candidates’ policies on issues that were important
“loved feeling like a part of the firsthand and helping people vote.
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election” even though she couldn’t vote, and says, “It was so amazing
when we found out that our voter turnout was so high, and gave me
such a sense of pride in my community.” Her final takeaway: “Even
though something may seem uncomfortable and you might feel out
of place at first, if you stick it out and really give it a chance, it could
surprise you.” Though Michelle was disappointed she didn’t get an “I
Voted” sticker, she concludes: “It was a great experience, and even if
I didn’t have Hannah there, and even without the extra credit and the
bonus, it was a great one-day job and I would absolutely do it again.”

When in Other Public Spaces:

Travel Safety During a Global Pandemic

Miscellaneous:

by Jasmine Benton
We have just entered the holiday season and with that, the travel
season. People will be travelling all over to visit family and friends,
or even to just take advantage of time off from work and/ or school.
Usually this doesn’t pose much of a threat, however, seeing as we are
in the middle of a global pandemic, travelling this year could be a life
threatening event. Please do not travel if it isn’t a necessity. Stay
home, spend some time with immediate family members, and read a
book (or watch a bit of TV, I’m not going to lecture you.) That being
said, if you are traveling, I have compiled a list on how to stay safe.

When on Public Transportation:

• Wear a mask: Yes it should be common sense, but I cannot stress to
you how important this is. Wear. Your. Mask. Wear it to any public
space. Make sure it covers your nose and mouth completely. If you
cannot wear a mask or refuse to wear a mask, you should not be leaving
your house.
• Do not sit directly next to a non-member of your group of travelersRemember the 6 foot rule. You and [insert stranger’s name here]
should optimally both be able to reach out your arms and not touch
each other.
• If possible, crack open a window- This will help improve ventilation
and allow new, clean air to enter the vehicle.
• Wipe down any common surfaces with a sanitary wipe BEFORE
touching them- This includes ( but is not limited to) seats, seat belts,
doors, handles, and windows.

When in Other Public Spaces:

• Order takeout: Try not to dine in anywhere. There are a lot of people
not wearing masks in one room. If you have to eat out, order at places
that offer takeout, drive through or delivery.
• Only go where you need to go: limit your exposure and only go out
when you must. Grocery shopping? Yes. Walking around the mall
window shopping? No.
• Carry hand sanitizer, or other sanitizing products.
• Avoid making cash transactions- Money is dirty. If you have the
option, choose to use some form of card over cash.

Miscellaneous:

• Wash your hands as frequently as possible.
• Get tested: It is recommended that you get tested before, during, and
after your trip, but if that is unachievable, keep an eye out for possible
symptoms and get tested at the first sign.
• If possible, crack open a window- This will help improve ventilation
and allow new, clean air to enter the vehicle.
• Wipe down any common surfaces with a sanitary wipe BEFORE
touching them- This includes ( but is not limited to) seats, seat belts,
doors, handles, and windows.

• Order takeout: Try not to dine in anywhere. There are a lot of people
not wearing masks in one room. If you have to eat out, order at places
that offer takeout, drive through or delivery.
• Only go where you need to go: limit your exposure and only go out
when you must. Grocery shopping? Yes. Walking around the mall
window shopping? No.
• Carry hand sanitizer, or other sanitizing products.
• Avoid making cash transactions- Money is dirty. If you have the
option, choose to use some form of card over cash.
• Wash your hands as frequently as possible.
• Get tested: It is recommended that you get tested before, during, and
after your trip, but if that is unachievable, keep an eye out for possible
symptoms and get tested at the first sign.

SOA’s National Honor Society Continues
Angel Tree Tradition Despite COVID
Complications
by Logan Baker
The Angel Tree project coordinated by SOA’s National Honor Society
chapter is a holiday staple for our school, but with all the changes
brought on by COVID, the event looks a little different this year.
Normally, high school students hand-pick the name of the child they
will buy gifts for from a tree set up in the high school lobby, but in the
interest of maintaining social distancing and allowing virtual students
to participate, the project has moved online. NHS’ usual partnership
with the Liberty Hill Community Center is also on hold this year due
to social distancing concerns, but NHS President Delaney Faile and
teacher sponsor Ms. Honeycutt have worked hard to ensure this giftgiving tradition can continue, coordinating with the Charleston Center
for Youth Development to sponsor thirty five children and families.
Both agreed that it’s been a unique challenge trying to include
both virtual students and in person students in club proceedings, with
Faile noting that they’ve had to get creative when organizing drives and
hosting meetings. While she’s not a fan of leading meetings virtually,
Faile says they’ve made her “sympathetic for our teachers, who have
to teach all day on Zoom.” The other solutions they’ve come up with,
such as having virtual students contactlessly drop off donations at the
front office for the Liberty Hill Back to School Drive and the ECCO

“I believe that showing generosity to those around us,
especially during the “Season of Giving”, is one of the
most important and rewarding things we can do.”
-Delaney Faile, NHS President
Food Drive, as well as changing the format of the Angel Tree project,
have meant that the service club is off to a successful start.
Aside from the challenges of organizing NHS proceedings, Faile, a
senior vocal major, acknowledged that it’s also been difficult to practice
her art, noting that “not being able to sing inside as a group has been
a huge change and changes how we learn music” but that the class
“has been able to sing outside and get pieces together, so it’s going
pretty well given the circumstances.” Ms. Honeycutt also remarked
on the way COVID has affected her time in the classroom, especially
given the split nature of her classes: “The biggest change for me is
only seeing some of my students on a Zoom call. While I am thankful
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that the technology exists for us to teach and learn virtually, I miss the
ease of discussion and conversation that we have when in person.” She
adds that she’s been impressed with SOA students, who she says have
“responded to the myriad of challenges presented by attending school
in person or virtually with so much patience and care.”
It’s inspiring to see that this care extends to our community,
especially during a time when so many local families are struggling
with the instability caused by the pandemic. SOA students have
always placed special emphasis on volunteering, and Ms. Honeycutt
remembers being astounded “not only by the talent of our students,
but also by their commitment to community service” when she first
started teaching at SOA four years ago. Faile agrees that service lies
at the heart of SOA, saying that the Angel Tree project, which “is one
of the most special and meaningful projects we do in NHS,” gives
students the opportunity to bring joy to local families and “let people
in the community know we are here for them,” something that is even
more necessary this year than in holiday seasons past.
The Angel Tree gift drop off f or i n p erson s tudents i s i n Ms.
Godwin’s lab from December 14th through the 18th, and virtual
students can coordinate with Faile to meet at the Charleston Center
for Youth Development on the day donations are transported. She also
asks that the gifts remain unwrapped, though additional donations
of wrapping supplies are accepted. NHS is also collecting cleaning
supplies in order to help these families keep their homes safe and
healthy during the holiday season, and the requested donations and
accredited service hours are listed below. There’s still time for more
students to get involved in this project, and Faile hopes to organize
more in the near future: “I’m really hoping that NHS can have some
kind of arts outreach event by the end of the year! I would love to
potentially have a performance or two at local schools or go downtown
and play music to fundraise for a local charity.” Be sure to stay on the
lookout for upcoming NHS projects as the year progresses.
Applause extends a big thanks to NHS coordinators and SOA students,
who continue to rise to the challenges 2020 has thrown at us and
will undoubtedly continue their hard work into the new year. As Ms.
Honeycutt reminds us, “This year, showing kindness and serving
others is even more important,” and we’re proud that SOA is acting as
an epicenter for positive change.

NHS will be accepting donations of:

multi-purpose cleaner, toilet bowl cleaner, glass cleaner, stove/oven
cleaner, Magic Erasers, pest control products, Raid products, paper
towels, disposable gloves, mops & brooms, cleaning rags, hand soap,
sponges/sos pads, and toilet bowl brushes.
2 items=1 service hour
4 or more items=2 service hours

Deaf Program thrives at SOA
by Thea Putney

For the first of a series of interviews with Deaf and Hard of Hearing,
Thea Putney asked instructor Ms. Tracy Duffy about how the
program is operated.
Thea Putney: What unique challenges do Deaf students face
that others do not?
Ms. Tracy Duffy: Persons who are Deaf face challenges of isolation,
feeling disconnected from others, and being alone in a crowd. This is
why it is so important to have a critical mass of Deaf students learning
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together in one school. Deaf students at SOA have a peer group with
whom they communicate fluently and effortlessly. They have teachers
and staff with whom they can have direct conversations in American
Sign Language.
Deaf students also miss lots of incidental information,
overhearing people and effortlessly learning lots of information from
their environment. This incidental learning includes what your friends
are discussing and what comes over the news on the radio or the
television in the next room. Hearing people learn lots of information
through indirect means. Deaf individuals miss all this information.
Regarding this situation, someone once said, “A deaf person only knows
what someone takes the time to tell them.” That’s why it is important
for a Deaf person to have friends who use sign language (Deaf and
hearing friends). Gaining access to the incidental information around
them through direct communication is very important.
Learning to read is hard work. Most Deaf students have not
had the access to language and information that most hearing people
have experienced. And even after a Deaf child learns a language,
American Sign Language, he must still learn to read and write English.
American Sign Language (ASL) is a language with a different syntax
than English and it has different rules. Deaf students need to become
bilingual. Successful users of both ASL and English. Deaf students
whose first language is ASL must learn to translate English text in
order to develop reading comprehension skills.
TP: What is a common misconception that people make
about the Deaf community?
TD: They just assume they can read lips or that they know what is
going on by lip-reading, using a hearing aid, or by utilizing a cochlear
implant. This is especially true if a deaf student has good speech. What
people fail to understand is that even if a person is hard of hearing
and not profoundly deaf, most school settings are difficult listening
environments. There is lots of ambient noise, sometimes lighting is
poor, and there are often many visual and auditory distractions that
make lipreading difficult. Add that to the fact that even the best lip
readers only get about 50% of what is said without auditory cues and
contextual information. Talking slower or louder doesn’t help either.
This is why you will always see an interpreter or a teacher
nearby when Deaf students are around. Instructions, emergency
information, and general conversations all need to be interpreted in
ASL.
Another misconception is that Deaf people are impaired. Some
people feel sorry for Deaf individuals or think they should be treated
differently because of their hearing loss. Hearing loss does not prevent
them from being happy, successful, or contributing to society. They
may choose to communicate primarily in another language (ASL) and
using your language may be more challenging for them, but that would
be the same for you if you stepped into their world. If you attended an
event or a classroom in which Deaf people were the primary focus,
communication would be difficult for you too. This is why we do not
use the terms “hearing impaired” or “hearing handicapped.” When
addressing hearing loss we use the term “deaf” (generally referring
to a person with a severe to profound hearing loss), or the term “hard
of hearing” to refer to someone who has a mild to moderate hearing
loss and probably uses some type of amplification device. Persons
with significant hearing loss who choose to use ASL generally refer
to themselves as “Deaf.” The word is capitalized because it represents
not just hearing loss, but a cultural and linguistic classification. Most
of our students here at SOA would self-identify as “Deaf.”
TP: What do you wish teachers and other students understood
about your students?
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Looking Back on SOA’s Past 25 Years
In celebration of SOA’s 25th anniversary, each
month we will be revisiting moments
from 1995 to 2020.

Applause Archive

TD: They are really just like everyone else in middle school or in high
school. They want to have friends, feel accepted, and be considered
part of the larger school community. Learning even a little sign
language and being brave enough to sign with a deaf student goes a
long way to helping them feel included. Even using your phone to chat
with a deaf kid can be an effective way to communicate with them.
There are speech to text apps that will let you turn your conversation
into a written text that you can share with your Deaf friends.
TP: What are some of the challenges of teaching Deaf kids
versus kids with typical hearing?
TD: There is a lot more to teach. As I mentioned earlier, most Deaf
students have significant deficits in language and reading due to
language deprivation.
TP: Can you describe the average day/ schedule of one of
your students?
TD: Deaf students follow a schedule similar to other students at SOA.
Their major is American Sign Language and Deaf Culture, so their
major class involves developing their ASL skills and improving their
overall communication skills (including reading and writing).
TP: How do you individualize the program to meet each
student’s level or needs?
TD: The state of South Carolina and Charleston County School District
offers several pathways to graduation for all students: 1-(State) High
School Diploma, 2-(State) South Carolina High School Credential
(non-diploma more vocational focused) 3-(District) CCSD Certificate
(non-diploma). Students that are Deaf have access to the same
graduation pathways as every student in South Carolina. At SOA, we
currently have students in all three graduation pathway options. The
graduation pathway you are on depends on criteria outlined by the
state and district based on individual progress.
Some of our students enroll in general education courses
and earn credit toward a state High School Diploma. These students
have to meet the same requirements that all students do that obtain
a diploma. These students are accompanied to class by either a sign
language interpreter or a Teacher of the Deaf to provide access to the
information through American Sign Language and academic support
where needed. Time is spent through elective courses with a Teacher
of the Deaf to continue to build their American Sign Language (ASL)
skills and focus on other aspects of Deaf Culture. Some of our students
have also enrolled in vocational focused classes such as welding,
automotive technology, and auto collision repair.
Currently, we have one student on the South Carolina High
School Credential pathway. This student participates in a mixture of
general education classes and classes taught by a Teacher of the Deaf.
Students on this pathway focus on both academic and vocational skill
development. More time is spent on career exploration and skills
that prepare them for employment after graduation. The last two
years of their program in the school is spent in work internships and
experiences both on campus and in the community. The goal is to go
directly into the workforce.
We also have one student on the district credential pathway.
This student receives all instruction from a Teacher of the Deaf. The
focus is on academic skills and life skills. Students on this pathway will
engage in activities that build skills to improve day to day activities
in the home, job readiness skills, and other independent living skills.
Students on this pathway typically will stay in school until they are 21
years of age.
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Austin Cope dresses as his role model, Mr.
Younts for Spirit Week in 2010.
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Opinion
Sign of the Month:
“Goodbye, 2020”

Demonstrated by Alfonso White, 10th Grade
Photos by Will Brown

Close thumb and index finger

Repeat

Face palms toward chest

Fling out away from body

December 2020

School Board Transparency and Student
Involvement Are Crucial to Reform

With the major focus and news coverage on the presidential
election, it can be easy to overlook the effects of local elections on our
community. However, it’s crucial that we understand the power our votes
and voices have in changing our immediate surroundings, particularly
our schools. Five new members of the Charleston County School Board
were sworn in on November 16th, and with this change in leadership
comes new possibilities for the district. For many students, the school
board can seem like a vague and inaccessible force, but it’s important
that we understand the direct impact this group has on our lives. It
is the school board that sets budgets, approves the textbooks we use
and any new curriculum, and makes decisions around school closures
and our calendar, an endeavor even more complicated than usual due
to COVID-19. It’s only natural that students should take the time to
familiarize ourselves with the nine members of our current board and
evaluate their positions on the issues that matter to us.
SOA has a history of student activism, particularly when it comes
to education, and many current and former students are involved in
projects aimed at amplifying student voices. One of the groups students
have joined is the Charleston Area Justice Ministry, which has investigated
the shortcomings of Charleston County’s disciplinary system in recent
years and worked with county officials to develop new strategies that
benefit students. CAJM found that black students in Charleston County
were being arrested at a disproportionate rate to their white peers, and
in response to this, the county has been adopting restorative practices
and positive behavioral intervention in schools, methods which focus on
establishing relationships between teachers and their students. Several
new members of the board have made statements announcing strong
support of these changes, and they have also made verbal commitments
to continue strengthening these practices in all Charleston County
schools.
It appears that the new board’s focus on discipline reform has
only grown stronger in light of recent nationwide discussions about
police brutality and racial bias, prompted by the events of the summer.
As with many systemic issues in America, inequity can be recognized
in all institutions, and it is especially important that it is dealt with in
establishments designed to raise and educate our youngest citizens. The
board has also made it clear that they want to prioritize getting resources
to neighborhood schools and maintaining consistency in the educational
quality across the district. While these resolutions sound promising, we
must stay up to date on the board’s decisions and advocate for ourselves.
Board meetings must remain accessible to students and parents, and we
must hold them accountable as they navigate their terms.

SOA Schedule

Mon., Dec. 21: Middle and High School Winter
Jazz Piano Concert
Mon., Dec. 21: Start of Winter Break
Mon., Jan. 4th: Return to School from Winter
Break
Fri., Jan. 15: E-Learning Day
Mon., Jan. 18: Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday
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Horoscopes

Horoscopes
by Clara Collins

Sagittarius (November 22- December 21)You’re itching to get outside and explore. You crave that
feeling of driving to the airport at three in the morning to
make an early flight or walking around a brand new city. I
wish I could make it happen for you, but for now, stay safe
and move from building to building on Goggle Maps; it’s
almost like you’re really walking in Paris!
Capricorn (December 22- January 19)- You’re
going to stain your favorite pair of pants with ketchup next
Tuesday. You’re thinking now that you just won’t wear them,
but this is a prophecy; did reading Greek myths in ninth grade
teach you nothing? Anyway, I hear white vinegar is great for
ketchup stains.
Aquarius (January 20- February 18)- Much like
an ostrich, you’ve been digging your head in the sand to avoid
reality lately. I know, reality is terrifying, but if it’s gotten to
the point where you have to ask people what day it is, maybe
go turn on the news for a second.
Pisces (February 19- March 20)- Pisces, glue your
gingerbread house together. I’m sure there’s a metaphor in
there somewhere, but really, it’s been a long month and you
just deserve to eat the entire packet of icing they give you
right from the pouch.
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Leo (July 23- August 22)- You were in the top
0.01% of listeners for the Glee Cast, and now you’re too
embarrassed to post your Spotify Wrapped. Who cares? In
2021, let’s all resolve to feel no shame over our music taste.
Also, I’m pretty sure your friends could have predicted that
after you spent an entire day listening to Darren Criss’ cover
of “Teenage Dream.” So go ahead, post it!
Virgo (August 23- September 22)- Virgo, I
know your practical nature makes you feel guilty for putting
anything frivolous on your Christmas list, but it’s okay not
to ask for a new vacuum cleaner or twenty pairs of plain
white socks. Go wild; ask for grey socks!
Libra (September 23- October 22)- A miracle is
coming your way this December! Yes, as unbelievable as it
sounds, Dunkin is going to make you a drink that tastes that
same two days in a row.
Scorpio (October 23- November 21)- Scorpio, I
know your secret! You looked up the plot to Hereditary on
Wikipedia because you were too scared to watch the actual
movie and then said you’d actually seen it when somebody
asked you, and now you’re in far, far too deep to admit that
you’ve never watched it. Why haven’t you? It’s been, like,
eight months since the original lie. Come on. This winter
break, spend the hour and half it takes to finally end this.

Aries (March 21- April 19)- Aries, you’re the best
gift-giver in the whole world. You make the coolest, most
thoughtful presents and we’re all so grateful, but hey, some
of us aren’t that imaginative. Don’t be disappointed if you
spend hours making your friend a wonderful, personal DIY
gift and they hand you a Panera gift card; they really did try!
Taurus (April 20- May 20)- Taurus, wear a coat
tomorrow! I don’t want to sound like your mother, but it’s
going to be freezing and I promise nobody will judge you
(Now I’m predicting the weather, too! I need a reality show
or something!).
Gemini (May 21- June 20)- Gemini, when you
care about something, you really care. That’s one of your
best qualities, but it can be a curse as well as a blessing. If
you’re bringing a computer into the bathroom just so you
can watch your new favorite TV show while you get ready or
finding yourself fifty pages deep into a Wikipedia rabbit hole,
it might be time to take a break.
Cancer (June 21- July 22)- Someone in your life
has a hidden talent, and it’s up to you to get them to share it
with the world. Maybe your best friend taught herself to tapdance over summer break. Maybe one of your teachers can
do the splits. Maybe your dad wrote an incredibly elaborate
backstory for Old Man Marley from Home Alone. Who knows!

James Island
Dental Associates
smilesforcharleston.com
L. Thomas Weir, DDS
James Thomas III, DMD

Voted Best Dentist & Best Dental Practice
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Visual Arts
Senior Thesis:
Part 2
Enrique Boyd
“In Our Element”

Olivia Jones
“The Representation of Color: Safety”

Ellis Fox
“Migration”

William Sommons
“Decrepit Sentry”

Sophie Heinhold
“Untitled Still Life”

Susie Elliott
“Botanicals”

Julia Shook
“Untitled”

Mya Genegrasso
“Untitled”
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Applause 2020 Holiday Fiction Contest Winners
High School
1st Place
“The Snowman,” Gus Varallo,
11th Grade Creative Writing
The bluest sky I ever saw was on the
day my dad and I built the snowman. After we
finished the body, I took a break to make snow
angels in the lawn. There were no clouds that
day, and the planes above me looked like rocket
ships, slicing white lines in the stratosphere. A
flock of geese flew by, in a V, and the sky crackled
with their calls.
“Could you fetch me a carrot?” Dad said. I got up and headed
to the house, my boots sinking into the snow with every step. I walked
through the door and saw Mom sitting at the coffee table, filling out
multicolored forms. I passed her and got a carrot from the kitchen, then
turned back.
“Tell your father to come inside for a bit,” Mom said as I went out
the door. “He has to fill out some paperwork with me.”
***
Inside, Dad made me a cup of hot chocolate and sat the mug on our
kitchen bar. Mom was watching the entire time, manila folders in hand.
“Mommy and I have to do some work now,” Dad said, “but we’ll
be all done by dinner.”
He and Mom went into the dining room, and I took a sip of my
cocoa. When I put my mug down, I saw Mom had left her wedding ring
on top of a damp coaster.
***
The next day was warm, and the snowman’s eyes began to sag. My
dad had used Hershey’s Kisses for pupils, and now they were softening,
causing them to slide off and drop like dead birds.
I wanted to save the snowman’s sight, but nothing could be done. We
didn’t have any coal to replace the eyes, only an empty fireplace with a
family photo of us at an amusement park on top of the mantle.
By late afternoon, our snowman had nearly sunk to the soil. Dirt covered
its chest like a blanket, and it looked like the ground was about to swallow
him whole.
I called Dad outside when the snowman’s head began to shift like
a tectonic plate. He came out the front door, green shovel in hand, a
smile plastered on his face as he walked down the steps.
“Your mom needs help sorting folders,” he said, his voice tight.
“Why don’t you go inside?”
I took a long look at our snowman, now half-sized, head askew.
Then I went inside, though I kept watching my father through the front
window.
Dad lodged the green shovel into the snowman’s chest and kicked
the handle, making the snowman collapse. Then he took the shovel and
beat down the remains until there was only a small blotch of white on
our lawn.
“Take it!” he yelled, so loud I could hear him through the glass.
“It’s yours!”
***

After the divorce, Mom had a gas log set installed in the fireplace.
She showed me how to start it with a wall switch. It shot up in flames as
soon as she turned it on.
Mom gave me a weak grin. “What do you think? Does it look
real?”
The logs were too smooth to be natural. We didn’t have a chimney.
There were no pokers or tongs by the hearth. But when I held my hands
near the fire, it warmed my fingers.
“It’s close,” I said.

2nd Place
“Cat and Mouse,” Sydney Lee,
10th Grade Creative Writing

Natalie ran downstairs at the third of
many crashes to occur in the living room. She
had dismissed the first one, thinking her mother
had just dropped a dish or knocked over a vase.
It took a second crash for her to remember she
was home alone. The third one happened as soon
as she opened her door, the sound magnified to
a point where she knew it could not be a dish.
From the steps, Natalie could already see the carnage sparkling on the
hardwood floor near the Christmas tree. The remains of three glass
ornaments lay scattered in front of her. These ones in particular were
from a new, short-lived Walmart set that had only seen the light of day
for a few hours since the tree had been up. Natalie did not have time to
mourn, however, noticing an unnatural movement from inside the tree.
She approached it slowly, mainly to avoid the glass shards on the ground.
A white nose poked through a small opening in the pine, followed by
two eyes and the vague outline of ears. Her Christmas present from last
year, a tuxedo cat she had promptly named Charlie, sat peacefully on a
thin branch in the tree. This deceptive gesture led Natalie to believe he
would realize his wrongdoings and leave immediately. Without blinking,
Charlie maneuvered around and burrowed back into the tree, shaking
it a surprising amount for an eight-pound cat. From this movement,
two more ornaments came loose and began to fall. Her first instinct
was to try and catch at least one of the descending objects. But Charlie
had prepared his defenses, and Natalie could not get past the moat of
broken glass in time. She watched as they swiftly impacted the ground,
the sound somehow not affecting the cat.
“Demon,” she mumbled, in search of a broom and the nearest
pair of shoes. Sporting her father’s size twelve work boots, she returned
moments later to the tree. She hastily swept the glass aside and waited for
Charlie’s next move. She saw the occasional shudder within the tree, but
nothing enough to shake another ornament loose. One especially large
shard became wedged under the carpet. She made the mistake of being
precise, trying to get every last piece out of the way before proceeding to
the real problem. Charlie used this distraction to his advantage, snaking
his way up the tree and finding a perch next to the angelic topper. His
stance seemed to defy gravity from where Natalie was on the ground.
There were three quick glances before the final blow. Charlie looked
down at Natalie, gripping a broom and dustpan of glass. He looked back
at the angel next, his eyes tracing the golden wings as if to decide if they
were edible. Finally, he looked back at Natalie with wide eyes and a blank
expression.
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“Don’t do it,” she started, afraid to move any closer to the tree.
“Charlie, for the love of God.” At that, the cat pounced on the angel and
bit down on the wings. The Walmart ornaments did not matter, but a fall
from that height would break the ceramic angel instantly. She lunged
forward and scared Charlie, who resorted to knocking the angel out of
place. Her approach was immediately grounded by her father’s heavy
boots. She tripped as Charlie lept from the top of the tree while sending
the angel flying. Miraculously, she was able to catch it in time and hugged
it close to her chest as she impacted the ground. Her first thought was a
thank you to her past self for promptly cleaning the glass she would now
be on top of. But as the final insult, the tree could not handle being a
launchpad and came crashing down next to her.
It was impossible to differentiate between the sounds of
ornaments breaking or bumping into each other. Still clinging to the
angel, she rolled away from the fallen structure and lay still in defeat.
An eight-pound cat had brought down an eight-foot tree. Instead of
retreating or hiding under the couch, Charlie stood on the stairs with a
scrap of angel hanging out of the side of his mouth.
Natalie released the angel, tilted her head, and spoke to the cat with the
calmest voice she could muster. “Merry Christmas, Demon.”

3rd Place- Available at soa-applause.com
“Broken But Not Shattered,” Flora Majkrzak, 10th
Grade Band
Honorable Mention
“The Meaning of Christmas,” Henry Hipp, 9th
Grade Theatre
Middle School
1st Place
“Hospital for the Holidays,”
Bella-Adore Williams, 7th Grade
Theatre

Pad! Pad! Shuffle! Pad! Pad! Shuffle! My socks
went as I crept downstairs. Creak! The old floorboards
under Mama’s oriental rugs went as I tried to slowly
sneak past her room. It was like a warning for what
was to come—if I got caught that was.
I could hear Mama proclaim, ¨ Nia get in your
room now!¨ I was afraid that she would wake up. I
couldn’t even think about her right now. My focus
was my destination, the whole reason for this midnight excursion. As I
moved, my heartbeat was like a drum. It was the tempo of my abnormal
behavior. My heart rewarded me for all of my excitement with little stabs
of pain. But it was all worth it. It was Christmas Eve. It was my first
Christmas Eve home, and I had finally escaped.
I finally escaped the sterile smells, the bland foods, the sorry
stares, the arm pricks every hour, and the metal tastes in my mouth.
I had Leukemia. I was better though, I got to be at home. I also get to
spend Christmas with my Big Ma, Mama, and my brother Lamar. I don’t
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think my life could get any better. Until I realized it would also be my
first Christmas without Jake and Izzy—my best friends who are stuck at
the hospital.
Izzy and I had known each other for over—Oh I don’t know, 4
or 5 years. We met in Fayetteville, NC at the George Floyd Memorial
Hospital. When I first laid eyes on Izzy, I thought she was one of those
“Gossip girls.” She had perfectly glossed lips and the latest fashions. I
was worried that if I told her something, by the next day everyone and
their mom would know my business. But to my surprise, she sat in the
corner by herself all day. I felt bad because I saw her sit alone for two
more days after that. On the third day, I mustered up the courage to
talk to her. She told me that she was from Mexico and her real name
is Itzel. It means ¨Rainbow¨ in Spanish. Izzy also told me that she was
diagnosed with Neuroblastoma. Neuroblastoma is a cancer that is often
found in the small glands on top of the kidneys. After I told her that I had
Leukemia, we started to talk everyday, developing an unbreakable bond.
Izzy and I had known Jake for six months, three weeks, and four days (not
that I am counting). When I first saw Jake, I was doing the mail delivery.
At first, when I saw Jake’s name on the list, I was thrown off. We never
get any new people, especially with such odd last names—Zakharchyk.
When I asked him about it, he said it was Ukrainian. He also said he
was twenty seventh in line for the throne in a small town in Ukraine. I’m
ninety nine percent sure he was kidding. He’s ridiculous like that. Jake
has Ewing sarcoma and has to use a wheelchair. I sometimes wished I
could give Jake my legs so he could walk again. Wheelchair or not, I am
still glad I met Jake.
Once I finally reached my destination, I saw the tree lights casting
a soft glow on baby Jesus, and the little snowmen, the one Lamar made
for me in the hospital. When I thought of the hospital, I started to miss
Jake and Izzy. They were stuck at the hospital while I got to be home. I
got to have Big Ma´s sweet potato pie, wake up in my bed, and have my
family there with me. That’s when it hit me—my great Idea, my Mona
Lisa of ideas.
On the next day, Christmas, I packed up all three sweet potato
pies, the mac and cheese, the ham, turkey, hot chocolate packets, candy
canes, mini trees, and the kitchen sink for good luck. When we arrived at
the hospital, I could not wait to go in. I ran up all four flights of stairs to
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the children’s wing. For the second time this week, I crept down the hall
and knocked on the door.
“Surprise!”
This was my first time wanting to spend Christmas at the hospital.
It was then I realized that home is what you make it so make the best
of it. The joy that I brought my friends, if only for one day, is the true
meaning of Christmas.

2nd Place
“Silent Night,” Katherine Largent,
7th Grade Creative Writing

“Here goes,” she swallows, glancing
around anxiously.
“You’ll be fine.” I squeeze her hand and
give her a smile of encouragement. “You’ve got
this.”
“Really?” She laughs that nervous and
adorable laugh of hers. “This is the first time I
will have performed in front of your church,
Ainsley.”
“You know they love you, Rosa.”
“I… I guess you’re right.” She takes a deep breath, quickly adjusts
her glasses, and smiles bravely. “Wish me luck.”
I love her smile. She always smiles at me like I’m the best thing
that’s ever happened to her, and it makes me feel better about myself
than I ever have. Rosa acts like she’s so lucky to have me. Doesn’t she
know I’m so lucky to have her? She’s so nervous all the time, especially
when it comes to my church…
I hope she knows how much they love her. I hope she knows how
much I love her.
It’s the end of my church’s Christmas Eve service. The end… and
my favorite part. At the end of the service, we all hold lit candles and sing
“Silent Night,” acapella. Not just the first verse but all four of them. Our
voices rising together, the candlelight illuminating our faces… it all adds
up to make one of the most beautiful sights I see this time of year. There’s
no suffocating silence. I’ve always hated silence, but my sedatephobia
doesn’t matter when there’s music in the air.
And this year my fiancée will be leading us in the song.
She doesn’t sing in front of people, at least not until now. Rosa’s
pretty shy. But now, she’s heading up to the pulpit and standing behind
the microphone. She clears her throat. In the golden light from the
candle she’s holding with her deep brown skin and long black braid, she
looks more beautiful than ever.
We don’t need instrumental music. All we need is for her to start
singing to fill up the quiet.
And she does.
Her voice, quiet but powerful, rings out through the sanctuary.
“Silent night, holy night. All is calm, all is bright…”
I catch my breath. I think I have goosebumps. Her voice is just so
beautiful…
Slowly, slowly, the rest of the congregation begins to join in. I
sing along as well. Some of the church choir members are harmonizing.
Rosa’s voice rings out above everyone else’s, gaining confidence as she
goes along, amplified by the sound of the microphone. I can see her
smiling.
As the second verse ends, she ducks out from behind the pulpit
still clutching her candle and walks down the stairs back to her seat next
to me. She wraps her candle-free arm around me, and I lean against her
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shoulder. Still singing, the congregation begins to funnel through the
doors and out onto the church steps. We raise our voices, our candles
illuminating the night. The stars twinkle above us.
I feel a tear on my eyelashes. Not a tear of sadness, but one of
pure joy at the beauty around me. I glance over at Rosa, her arm still
around me, and I can see that she’s crying, too. Our eyes meet, and we
share a smile.
Before I met Rosa, I thought almost nothing could make the end
of this service any more beautiful than it already was.
Now I know what can.
Love can make anything more beautiful— even something that’s
already as beautiful as Christmas.
******
The service is over. The church is slowly dispersing, everyone
getting into their cars, waving goodbye, wishing each other happy
holidays.
I shake my sleepiness away. I still have to drive myself and Rosa
home. We don’t live too far from the church, thank goodness. I unlock
my car, open the door, and slide into the driver’s seat.
Suddenly, Rosa’s there too, buckling her seatbelt in the
passenger’s seat. She smiles at me once more, and I smile back.
I’m about to put the keys into the ignition when Rosa spontaneously
bends over and plants a light kiss on the top of my forehead. I feel peace
steadily spread through me, like ripples in a pond.
“Merry Christmas, Ainsley,” she murmurs.
“Merry Christmas to you, too,” I whisper back.
We don’t say anything else. We don’t need to. Suddenly, the quiet
doesn’t bother me so much anymore. Love— combined with the pure
holiday joy in the air— more than fills up the silence.

3rd Place- Available at soa-applause.com
“All to Ourselves,” Joy Su, 7th Grade Creative
Writing
Honorable Mention
“Santa’s Adventures,” Amulanga Adyaeva, 7th
Grade Creative Writing
“Jingle Bells,” Riley Brockman, 7th Grade Creative
Writing
“Man in the Red Robe,” Kaia Reed, 7th Grade
Creative Writing
“May I Have This Dance,” Rachel Wheelon, 7th
Grade Creative Writing

Horton School of
Music & Performing Arts
The Horton School of Music at Charleston Southern University
prepares students for careers as professional musicians,
educators, music therapists and worship leaders, and furthers
the performing arts in the Charleston region and beyond.

ARTS PROGRAMS
MUSIC

THEATRE

- Music Education – Instrumental and Choral
- Music Therapy

- Theatre Minor
- Lyric Theatre

- Music Performance – Instrumental, Vocal, Piano
- Music & Worship Leadership

- Opera Scenes
- CSU Players

VISUAL ARTS
- Graphic Design
- Visual Arts Studio

CSU PLAYERS PRESENT DIS•CONNECTED
Five Individuals express diverse perspectives in
the midst of isolation lockdown.
Watch onYoutube at youtube.com/charlestonsouthern

Learn more at charlestonsouthern.edu or call 843-863-7050
CHARLESTONSOUTHERNUNIVERSIT Y

CSUNIV

CHARLESTONSOUTHERN
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Where Are They Now: Aidan Billings
by Peter O’Malley

Peter O’Malley reached out to SOA graduate Aidan Billings
to see how his first year of college has been affected by the current
pandemic.

Applause Archive

Peter O’Malley: Where are you attending college? What are
you majoring in?
Aidan Billings: I am at the University of South Carolina as an Honors

Aidan (right) plays with his trio, The Three Pegs, at the SOA High School
Orchestra's Oyster roast on Bowen's Island in January.

College student. I am pursuing a dual degree in Violin Performance
and Mechanical Engineering.
PO: How do you feel SOA has prepared you for college?AB: I
think that the most valuable preparations that I got from SOA were a
network of close friends, the freedom to choose my path, and a
passion for classical music. Since I am planning on staying online
for the entirety of my Freshman year at UofSC, I have not had the
opportunity to make the valuable connections at college that most
students get in their first months on campus. Because of this, the
friends that I made at SOA are even more valuable in maintaining my
mental health and happiness. At SOA, I took it upon myself to achieve
in both my music and my STEM classes because I knew that I wanted
to follow some form of a dual path in college and beyond. While many
high schools are strict in the classes you can and can’t take, the freedom
to choose at SOA set me up for my path in college and prepared me for
that same freedom that I get now in higher education. Finally, being
involved in my major really grew my passion for music. I have always
had an interest in STEM but it was not until my Sophomore year that
I started taking music seriously and that was all due to my major at
SOA. Those experiences have changed my ideas of careers, and, as you
can see, my college majors.
PO: What’s the biggest thing you miss about SOA?
AB: I really miss meeting people. Each year at school, I was always
excited to meet the new students that were coming in, and also making
connections with the students in my grade. Because of COVID-19, I
have not been able to have that same experience in college without the
safety hazards that come along, which I think everyone can agree on.
PO: Have you had the opportunity to perform either virtually
or in-person since you graduated?
AB: I have performed virtually about 5 times, and once in person.
Being a virtual music major, I am required to perform a certain
amount of times in my performance classes, which have accounted
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for my virtual performances. I was also able to get one gig close to the
beginning of the pandemic with the Three Pegs Trio, who I have played
with for nearly five years.
PO: What’s college life like, compared to high school?
AB: Unfortunately this is another thing that I don’t have a typical answer
for since I don’t consider my experience to be the true college experience
quite yet. In my strange experience with school, the craziest change has
been the lack of a standard schedule. Since you get to make your schedule
in college, it has turned into some strange week plans. with me having
classes on Monday from 8:30 until 5:30 with no breaks, but only one 50
minute class on Friday, the lack of a standard schedule actually really
affected my work ethic and sleep schedule at the beginning of the year
which made it hard to be a good student until I got it under control. This
was hard to get used to coming from the very strict 8:30 to 3:30 schedule
of high school.
PO: Are you taking courses virtually, or in-person? What is the
experience like?
AB: I am taking all of my courses virtually, although I was given the
opportunity to choose. I decided to stay home for this year because of
my family’s health concerns and my own concerns with the pandemic.
Synchronous classes, once I got used to them, were very similar to actual
classes and I felt like I really got a lot from them. On the other hand I
had 3 asynchronous classes, which didn’t meet as a class which made it
really difficult for me to learn and also promoted procrastination, which
is a problem I already struggled with.
PO: Do you have any advice for high schoolers going into
college?
AB: I’d say that you really need to make sure college is right for you
before you commit to applying and attending. I know many people who
are attending school because their classmates are doing it but it is not
the right place for everyone, and that can be an expensive mistake to
make. Many students might be better off going into alternative education
like trade schools, apprenticeships, or just entering the work force
immediately. That being said, make sure you have a plan no matter what
you do and try to stay motivated in your last year of high school, because
it may feel like you are winding down and things are coming to an end,
but if you get too lazy, its going to be a hard wake up when ever you have
to start what ever it is you are doing next year.
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Where Were They Then? Ms. Rink

by Will Brown

Ms. Alaina Rink grew up right here in Charleston, graduating from
West Ashley high school. She then attended the College of Charleston,
earning her bachelor’s in English. She student-taught with our very
own Ms. Drennan, joining SOA as a full-time teacher soon after. Will
Brown sat down with her to get to know her a little better.

moved me include "The Yellow Wallpaper" by Charlotte Perkins
Gilman, “Bartleby the Scrivener” by Herman Melville, and "A New
England Nun” by Mary Wilkins Freeman.
WB: When is a time you stepped out of your comfort zone?
AR: I once ziplined, climbed a rock wall, and petted an iguana all
in the same weekend.
Will Brown: Are there any books or other pieces of literature WB: Do you prefer potatoes mashed or baked?
that you associate with the holiday season from your childhood? AR: Mashed. However, baked potatoes loaded with mac and cheese
and pulled pork BBQ are next level.
WB: What is your favorite sport?
AR: Badminton… or axe throwing.
WB: What is the highest altitude you have ever experienced?
AR: The Eiffel Tower and the Great Wall of China both
have excellent views.

Provided

Ms. Rink in China, July 2019.

Ms. Alaina Rink: The Best Christmas Pageant Ever by Barbara
Robinson. I read it several Christmases in a row because it is funny and
unexpected.
WB: Can you share a funny or sweet story you remember from
a childhood Christmas?
AR: When I was six years old, I wanted prove that Santa Claus exists, so
I asked him for a coconut. If he could bring me a coconut, I would know
he really does travel the world. I got a coconut for Christmas that year.
WB: What was your favorite childhood show?
AR: Avatar: the Last Airbender
WB: What are your favorite movies?
AR: Hitch with Will Smith and The Adjustment Bureau with Matt Damon
WB: Did you look up to anyone in your younger life? If so, who
and why?
AR: I have always liked Emma Watson because she is self-assured,
authentic, and uses her voice to better society. (Plus, she was an English
major.)
WB: What is your Harry Potter house/Patronus?
AR: Ravenclaw/dog (I don’t know what breed of dog.)
WB: What are some books that have moved you?
AR: Beloved by Toni Morrison, To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee,
Peter Pan by James M. Barrie, Down Girl by Kate Manne, Lais by Marie
de France, and Kindred by Octavia Butler. Some short stories that have

WB: How do you take your tea or coffee?
AR: I don’t drink coffee. I prefer hot tea in the mornings or at night,
but I mostly just drink water around the clock.
WB: Who are your favorite fictional characters?
AR: In no particular order: Star Trek’s Captain Picard, Anastasia
from the 1997 film, Eva Thorvald from Kitchens of the
Great Midwest, Mercutio from Romeo and Juliet, and Harry
Potter’s Professor McGonagall.
WB: What is something unusual about you?
AR: One of my earlobes is considered “attached,” and the other is
“free.”
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COVID Vaccine Announced. What Comes
Next?
by Will Brown

Since March we have spent our lives trying to stay safe from
the corona virus. We’ve worn masks consistently in public settings,
social distanced ourselves from one another to minimize contact,
sacrificed seeing our extended or sometimes immediate families for
their safety, quarantined ourselves at home, only leaving for essential
needs like grocery store runs. We’ve held off on traveling and seeing
new places in the world, and missed out on pre-planned events. We’ve
overall changed our way of life and adapted to new norms to better
protect our neighbors. We’ve done all of these things in an effort to
move through this pandemic as quickly as possible.
Over the last several month’s many companies have been
racing to find the Cure. Pfizer and BioNTech have the most promising
results with a vaccine that’s over 90% effective. These two companies
provide light at the end of the tunnel as the Thanksgiving, Christmas,
and New Year’s surge are expected to substantially increase covid-19
cases throughout the next few months. The vaccine created by these
two companies will also be the first mass-distributed covid vaccine in
America. It’s going to be a little while before we can go pick up the covid
vaccine at our local CVS or Walgreens. In the end, it’s up to the states to
decide which facilities get the vaccine first, but likely the first available
vaccines will go to hospitals, urgent care centers, and emergency
rooms. Soon after, doctor’s offices and clinics will receive vaccines, as
well as nursing homes and Military aid facilities. As we head into the
spring, we will start to see pharmacies and local drug stores carry and
distribute vaccines to the general public. Distribution of the vaccination
will also be prioritized to frontline workers, doctors, those with preexisting conditions, and elders. It remains up to the states who are in
the following priority group, but there will likely be CDC guidelines for
states and local governments to guide them.
Two big obstacles arise with the announcement of a vaccine.
First and foremost, the distribution of the vaccine is a challenge in
itself. There are tons of logistical challenges that must be overcome in
order to quickly and safely distribute the Pfizer and BioNTech vaccine
to every state. The Trump Administration has mostly left distribution
responsibilities to the states, meaning they will need to work seamlessly
with local governments to provide the vaccine in the most effective way
possible. The main problem is that vaccinations must be kept at subzero temperatures. This means that at every step of the distribution
process, the vaccine must remain at those sub-zero temperatures. The
second biggest obstacle to administering the vaccine to as many
people as possible is public trust in the vaccine. Skepticism is completely
valid and understandable. Many people are concerned with the safety of
a rushed vaccine, leaving this question: Vaccinations can take years to
develop; the covid-19 one came in a matter of months. Why? Well,
unfortunately, the answer is not as simple and straightforward as the
question. There are many factors that play into the groundbreaking
speed at which the covid-19 vaccine was developed. But we can start
with how quickly scientists started to understand covid-19 and how it
interacted with the immune system. There are usually about 10 years of
allotted time devoted to research before the development of a vaccine
can begin. Due to the outstanding high number of COVID cases and
death throughout the world, and the vast amount of research labs and
companies that have been working to find a cure, that research process
has whittled down to mere months. Also, the funding for these research
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labs has been immense, giving the highly contagious and deadly nature
of this disease is. Years of scientific development and progress have been
implemented into finding a cure for this pandemic. Companies also
decided to collaborate on working toward the cure, which only improved
the rate at which the vaccine was able to be created. The most important
thing to realize is that this vaccine went through the same due process
as any other vaccine, researchers had to jump through the same hoops
and red tape as they would if they were developing any other vaccine,
The Food and Drug Administration will hold the COVID vaccine to the
same standard of any other vaccine when authorizing emergency use on
December 10th, the only difference is all this happened within a recordbreaking time frame.
For now, the best thing that you can do is exactly what you’ve
been doing. Keep wearing your mask, keep distancing, keep washing
your hands frequently, and continue to limit unneeded interactions
with other people. Know that we have a way out, until then, continue to
do your part to keep your neighbor healthy.

Applause wishes our
readers "Happy
Holidays"
and a joyful,
prosperous, and
healthy 2021.
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Book Review: A Christmas
Memory, by Truman
Capote
by Katie Forrester

Truman
Capote,
the
treasured
American novelist of classics such as In
Cold Blood and Breakfast at Tiffany’s, first
published
“A
Christmas
Memory”
in
December
of 1956, and in the years
following the sentimental
piece would be adapted
for award winning pieces
of film, television, theater,
and a full-length Broadway
musical, soon becoming one
of the most recognizable and
loved staples of Christmas
stories in American culture.
Capote’s atmospheric story
and its rosy portrait of the
narrator’s childhood is a love
letter to both Alabama during
the Depression-era and the
beauty of the creative, bare
bones traditions that arose
from rural poverty—fruitcake baking, hand making
kites, and children cutting
down their own Christmas
trees to drag through town. Capote maintains
a romantic, tender voice through the piece,
as he allows the narrator’s memories of his
poverty stricken family during the season
to be thoroughly idealized, still evoking a
familiar feeling of nostalgia in the modern
reader. Despite the story’s distinct nature
as a period piece and the detailed setting,
Capote’s description of a child’s contentment
on Christmas and the subsequent loss of it as
an adult evokes intense, universal emotions in
Americans who continue to read and share the
story decades later.
Capote establishes the setting and
family’s poverty through illuminating details—
counting pennies to buy baking ingredients,
selling jars of homemade preserves for
Christmas money, the small Alabama town
and the cold, clear bell of the courthouse. The
story’s main focus is on the close relationship
between the narrator, known as Buddy and
his older, female cousin, a woman that Buddy
greatly admires. The beauty of their holiday
traditions relies precisely in their poverty,
more of a challenge of resourcefulness than
causing any sense of shame for the pair. They
dream slightly of the world outside rural
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Alabama, wondering if both their town’s
reverend and the Roosevelts are eating their
fruitcakes on Christmas Eve. On Christmas
day, they unravel and fly their matching gifts
of homemade kites in a field of knee-high
grass, and Buddy’s cousin says she is so happy
that “I could leave the world with today in
my eyes.” When Buddy goes off to military
school, his cousin is left alone in their rural
kitchen to slowly age and
gradually forget him in her
letters, and Buddy narrates
that “That is why, walking
across a school campus on
this particular December
morning, I keep searching
the sky. As if I expected to
see, rather like hearts, a
lost pair of kites hurrying
toward heaven.”
The short story and
the characters it contains
is partially fictitious and
partially autobiographical,
as
Capote
lived
in
Monroeville, Alabama with
a close older cousin named
Sook, who brought Capote up
in the face of his neglectful
mother and father. As an
unconventional family unit,
the pair would make their
own Christmas traditions
just as described in the story. However, in
the sentiment of preserving the sweetest
memories with her, Capote neglects the darker
aspects of her character he has described in
settings aside from the story. The atmosphere
of the story could only be created by someone
who knows it intimately, and somebody who
knows a childhood of uphill struggles can be
made romantic by tradition and memory.
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What makes a movie bad? All critics
have to confront this at some point in their
career, deciding where a film has veered off
the course, what their own definition of “bad”
is. For Hillbilly Elegy, there’s no rotten apple
souring the bunch. Here, everyone gets a little
of the blame.
Ron Howard’s direction is beautiful
and empty, always choosing the bigger rather
than better shot. The whole film is too slick,
too calculated. Sean Baker’s infinitely better
The Florida Project exemplifies the kind of
directorial risks Howard should have taken
here: filming actual people and learning from
them, forcing actors to get out into the real
world, shooting on a cellphone or tiny camera
in the name of capturing something real.
These performances are good, if a little
overdramatic, but they are wholly inauthentic.
I learned that yes, Glenn Close can wear a wig
and dole out some tough love, and yes, Amy
Adams can scream up into the sky. But despite
the fact that the actors are playing real people,
the characters never feel “true”; without the

Movie Review: Hillbilly
Elegy
by Clara Collins

Hillbilly Elegy is a bad movie. That
much has been clear from the immediate
reactions of critics and regular audiences
alike.
I happen to love bad movies, whether
they’re actually good movies with bad Rotten
Tomatoes scores (Hot Rod), or universally
panned like The Room. But Hillbilly Elegy
isn’t a chaotic, fun fever dream like Cats nor an
admirably disastrous flop like The Goldfinch.
It’s just really, really bad.

movie surrounding them, they crumble into a
mess of stereotypes.
The screenplay almost always goes for
the obvious choice or the easy line. It certainly
doesn’t capture anything close to Kentucky
vernacular. The story is predictable and
boring, chugging along as it goes from point
to point with no time to breathe or explore,
the characters simply cogs in the wheel. It

ends simply because two hours were up, not
because any real resolution has been reached.
It’s almost maddening how little depth
Hillbilly Elegy has. It represents all the worst
parts of Hollywood, a film made solely by
people who either have forgotten how to tell a
real story, or just don’t care.
Hillbilly Elegy is the kind of movie
I imagine robots would make if they were
programmed to do so. It’s become clear to me
now what my own definition of a bad movie is,
exemplified by the kind of film Hillbilly Elegy
is: one with no soul.

Classic Movie Review:
Citizen Kane
by Peter O’Malley

Widely considered to be the greatest
film of all time, Orson Welles’ Citizen Kane
covers the life of fictional millionaire and
business tycoon Charles Foster Kane. The
storytelling is very unique, and the techniques
used brought forth a new era of filmmaking
that we are still in today. One of the first
films to use this structure, Citizen Kane does
not follow a linear timeline. Various times
throughout Kane’s life are presented to
explain the meaning of his
dying word, “Rosebud.”
Press throughout the world
are intrigued by the mystery
behind who or what the
rosebud is, until it is finally
revealed to symbolize the
humanity of a man everyone
thinks of as godlike.
Kane seems to have
everything. He has an
immense amount of wealth,
a huge personal estate, and
thousands of possessions.
To the public eye, he is
the physical embodiment
of the American dream.
However, he has never truly
been happy. At the age of
eight, he was sent away
by his parents to become
a successful businessman,
dragged screaming through
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the snow. Despite everything Kane possesses,
all he ever wanted was to return to his home in
Colorado, playing in the snow as a kid. Up until
the release of this film in 1941, the reality of
wealth and success had never been addressed
in popular culture. It is important to realize
that kings and queens from hundreds of years
ago and billionaires today are all human,
regardless of their status. As Bob Marley once
said, “Money is numbers, and numbers never
end. If it takes money to be happy, your search
for happiness will never end.”
Over the years, Citizen Kane has been
alluded to in many genres of entertainment,
including film, TV, and literature. Martin
Scorsese’s The Wolf of Wall Street is known
to be heavily influenced by the film, a Sesame
Street episode directly referenced it, and a
Simpsons episode made a parody of it. To this
day, the film has been heavily studied and
praised by storytellers and filmmakers, and it
is just as relevant as it was eighty years ago.
Many people know Citizen Kane to be
the greatest movie of all time, but I would not
put it beside something like Goodfellas or The
Godfather, two films I currently consider to be
at the top of my list. The film broke so many
boundaries, and I would consider it to be what
brought forth the modern era of filmmaking.
However, I believe that
many other motion pictures
have implemented ideas
and techniques from Citizen
Kane to create something
even better. So, rather than
saying that this is the best
film of all time, I would
consider it more fair to
say that it is what brought
us the greatest films of all
time. It’s incredible to think
that eighty years later, this
movie still can teach us so
much. Anyone interested in
film should absolutely watch
Citizen Kane.

Tech Review:
The Playstation 5
Launch
by Peter O’Malley

For the past
26
years,
Sony’s
Playstation
consoles
have dominated the
tech industry. With
fantastic games and the
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features of a great PC, such as next-generation
graphics and super fast loading speeds that
get better each time, it’s really no wonder that
Playstation consoles are so popular. Each one
has more hype than the last. However, on
account of the pandemic, the Playstation 5’s
long-awaited launch was much different. Many
people, myself included, have not been able
to get their hands on one, and likely won’t for
months.
So many people are trying to get a
Playstation 5, but this year, Sony decided to
launch the console solely online. This idea is
respectable, and many people would agree that
it is much more responsible to keep people
from going to stores in this pandemic. Sony
did not, however, take into account that an
online launch is an incredibly easy way for
scalpers to use bots and buy thousands of PS5s
and resell them at
outrageous prices.
As of November
30, eighteen days
after the launch,
thousands
of
Playstations
are
going for upwards
of $1,500 on eBay,
with hundreds more
showing up daily.
People are scalping
Playstations
and
taking
advantage
of the pandemic, just like they did with toilet
paper back in March.
By the time I woke up on launch day,
Best Buy, Target, Walmart, and Gamestop
were either completely sold out or had crashed
due to the unusual web traffic, and people were
going crazy. It’s fair to say that I, and many
others, did not see this coming. Later on launch
day, Walmart announced that they would
be selling PS5s on their website periodically
throughout the day in an attempt for a larger
number of people to have a chance in buying a
console, and of course I tried to get one. Even
then, I still had hope. At one point, I managed
to add one to my cart, and right after putting
in my address, I was presented with an error
screen. Every site that had Playstations in stock
crashed in less than a minute. It was clear to
me that until the PS5 is in stores, there’s no
way that I will be able to get one.
With the digital edition set at $400 and
standard edition set at $500, people across
the world are excited to experience the future
of gaming at a more affordable price than that
of a PC. It truly is a shame that so few people
will be able to experience what this console has

Playstation.com
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been a great step forward for Radiohead
musically speaking, but their following
album, In Rainbows, was a massive change
for the band. Yorke has said that the central
idea of Hail to the Thief is “thinly veiled
anger,” and that can definitely be heard
and felt when listening to almost any of
the songs. While the flow of the album
can be almost confusing at times,
Music Review: Hail to the itself
due to how varied and seemingly random
Thief by Radiohead
the songs are placed, it definitely holds its
by Ethan Butler
place as my personal favorite Radiohead
album, if only for how the music sounds,
Radiohead’s 2003 album, Hail to and how relevant the subject matter stays
the Thief, is a relevant reflection of what in today’s world.
was happening in the world at the time,
with the lyrics’ topics ranging from the
war on terror, to literary works such as December Cultural
fairy tales and dystopian novels. The songs Calendar
within the album have no real order, and it by Logan Baker and Kenya Hines
serves more as a collection of new songs by
Radiohead than a linear, flowing album. All events are COVID-friendly
This gives the album a unique sound, as
many of the songs sound totally different Fri, Nov 13- Thurs, Dec 31: James
from each other.
Island County Park’s Festival of Lights
As far as the sound goes, Hail (5:30pm-10:00pm, James Island County
to the Thief was not a drastic change Park)
from their previous album, Amnesiac. Sun, Nov 15- Tues, Jan 5: 2020
Although it features less electronic
Festival of Trees at the Charleston Visitors
manipulation, focusing sometimes on
acoustic instruments and vocals, the Center
Wed, Nov 25- Thurs, Dec
instr umentation
31: “A Christmas Carol” Virtual
and musical style
Performance
remains similar.
Sat, Nov 21- Sun, Dec 20: Visit
However,
the
lyrics are where
With Santa at James Island County
the real departure
Park
from
previous
Mon, Nov 23- Friday, Jan 1:
albums was. Many
Cougar Night Lights at College of
songs on Hail to
Charleston
the Thief have
Fri, Nov 27- Wed, Dec 30:
entirely different
Holiday Lights Driving Tour
subjects, from the
Fri, Nov 27- Thurs, Dec 31:
harsh
political
Brookgreen Gardens’ Night of
messages
in
a Thousand Candles (4:00pm“2+2=5”, to the lullaby-like “Sail to the
Moon,” with its dreamy, almost biblical 9:00pm, Brookgreen Gardens)
undertones. The name of the album comes Sat, Dec 19: Holiday Swing: A
from a phrase that Radiohead frontman Charleston Jazz Tradition (7:30pm,
Thom Yorke heard on the radio, protesting virtual)
the results of the 2000 presidential Sat, Dec 19: Virtual
election. He describes hearing it for the Spirituals Concert with
first time as a “formative moment,” and Drayton Hall (5:30pmthe same topic became the focus of the 7:30pm, virtual)
track “2+2=5”. The cover art was created
Sat, Dec 19: A
by Stanley Donwood, and features words
seen on roadside billboards and signs in Christmas Story
the Los Angeles area, where the album was Screening (2pm,
Charleston Music Hall)
recorded.
Hail to the Thief may not have
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to offer any time in the foreseeable future.
Whether it’s the 8k 120fps gameplay or
the hyper-realistic graphics known as raytracing, there is no doubt that players will
have a great time playing on the PS5. When
Sony releases their next console, let’s hope
it’s not during a pandemic!

Here Comes The Sun!

We wanted to brighten your day by
letting you know the theme for the 2021 yearbook! After brainstorming many
ideas and eliminating them one by one,
we all agreed upon a 70’s theme. This
school year has been very confusing and
exhausting, and we’ve had to make many
changes to ensure the safety of the students
and staff but, we have done more than
enough to make sure we had as much fun
as possible. Prices are currently at $65.00
until January 18th. After that, the prices
will be $75.00 so go get your yearbooks
before the 18th!

Trivia

7/10
Ethan Butler
12th Grade

7. Santa Claus
6. Elon Musk
5. The
Birthday Party
4. Jeff Lowe
3. March 13

Photo by Will Brown

2. Tom Hanks

5/10

1. Cats

1. Once Upon A
Time
2. Tom Hanks
3. March 13
4. National Park
5. Birthday Party
6. Elon Musk
7. Santa Claus
8. Mrs. Claus
9. “It’s The End of
the World As We
Know It”
10. Sparky

Answers

8. Tayshia
Adams

Questions:

1. What movie won worst picture at the 2020 Golden Raspberry
Awards?
2. Who was the first celebrity to publicly announce they had Covid
while traveling in Australia?
3. What was the exact date of our last day at school before
quarantine?
4. Who now owns Joe Exotic’s zoo in the Netflix Documentary show,
Tiger King?
5. What political party did Kanye West run under in his 2020
presidential campaign?
6. Who tweeted the following in July: “Aliens built the pyramids
obv?”
7. Who is the only person immune to Covid-19, as stated by Dr.
Fauci?
8. Who replaced the first Bachelorette after she got engaged to Dale
Moss during the fourth episode of the season?
9. What was the most played song of 2020?
10. What was the name of the dog that won the National Dog Show
this year?

1. Cats
2. Tom Hanks
3. March 16
4. Carol Baskin
5. Birthday
6. Elon musk
7. Santa Claus
8. Queen
9. “Blinding
Lights”
10. Claire

Photo by Ethan Butler

by Hannah Elledge
2020 has been an eventful year, to say the least. While it has been a
difficult time to navigate, it’s important to look back and laugh at the
moments we can. So, let’s find out everything the students at SOA
remember about this year.

Autumn Chaveco
12th Grade

9. “Blinding
Lights”

2020 Trivia
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10. Claire the
Scottish Deerhound
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QUESTIONS HIS
IS
INTELLIGENCE

CONFESSES HE DOESN’T
READ THE CITY PAPER

charlestoncitypaper.com
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SOA Sudoku!
Help Ms.
Rink find her
Christmas
ornament!

Christmas
Crossword
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“A broken dash cam and a gift
box of glitter.”
-Zackeus Kynard, 10th Grade
Creative Writing Major

Question of the Month

“A broken Christmas snowglobe.”
-Shaundrea Smalls, 11th Grade
Vocal Major

“My brother regifted the gift
I gave him.”
-Isabela Cawley, 12th Grade
Strings Major
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“Someone gave me a picture of
the most violent game of hockey
ever! I’m sure the person who
gave it to me did not realize what
was actually in the picture - or at
least I hope not!”
-Ms. Godwin, High School
Chemistry Teacher

What’s the worst
holiday gift you’ve
ever received?
“A Hooters gift pack.”

by Kenya Hines and Ethan Butler

-Mr. Kerr, Band Teacher

“These ugly socks from my step
dad’s mom, but they’re pretty
comfortable.”
-Gilliane Russel, 10th Grade
Theatre Major

“A watch I got two years ago.”

“Soda, and I don’t drink soda.”

-Kennedy Mack, 9th Grade
Strings Major

-Mrs. Do, Focus Facilitator

“A men’s bath set from Bath
and Body Works.”
-Dr. Trigoso, Spanish Teacher

“I haven’t gotten a terrible gift.
I virtually use every gift that
was given to me.”
-Mr. Bell, Custodian

