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From the Editors
Hey, SOA!

Happy New Year! They year 2021 has already 
had its share of significant events, not the least of 
which is the swearing in of a new president.

We hope that 2021 has more positive news in 
store, but it’s important to note that even as more and 
more among us get vaccinated and the light at the end of 
the tunnel becomes clearer, we must continue to stay safe and look out for the safety of 
ourselves and others. 

Also, be sure to thank your teachers! The teachers and staff SOA have continually 
found ways to ensure that students still have an enjoyable learning experience, from 
reformatting major classes to planning new ways to host beloved events like Powderpuff, 
all while adjusting to the pandemic themselves. We are so grateful for their continued 
effort and support! 

Your Editors-In-Chief,

Hannah Elledge 
Ella Fritz

Kenya Hines
Lizbeth Perez Brion
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by Ethan Butler
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Cultural Calendar

Thurs, Jan 7-Sun, Jan 17: Charleston Restaurant Week
(see website for details, adhere to COVID protocols)
Wed, Feb 3-Sat, Feb 13: Colour of Music: Black Classical Musicians Festival
(see website to purchase tickets for virtual events)
Ongoing: Redux Studios Exhibitions, including “yellow and blue makes 
green” (see website for dates and details)
Ongoing: Charleston City Market (9:30am-5:00pm daily, Market Street)
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Fashion Design Welcomes Ms. Martin
By Lizbeth Perez

With a new year comes new things. This new year, SOA fashion 
majors had the honor of welcoming in a new teacher, Ms. Kelly Martin!

Ms. Martin grew up in Greenville. She spent the last twenty 
five years in the San Francisco Bay Area, but returned to Charleston 
to be near family as a result of the pandemic. She worked in the 

natural products industry in sales; 
she has also worked as a fashion 
designer, and in product development 
and merchandising. She attended 
the Academy of Art University in 
San Francisco and received her 
Bachelor’s in Fashion Design at 
American Intercontinental University 
Buckhead/Atlanta. 
 She’s taught adults for over ten 
years, but this is her first time teaching 
high school. She wants her students to 
know that she’s very excited to teach 
them and wants them to have fun 
while learning some valuable skills. 
She didn’t like school growing up but 

she loved her friends and recess! She also 
loved singing in the choir, cheerleading 
and playing on the sports teams. She 
worked at Swensen’s Ice Cream, 
which meant she’d go home every 

night with sore wrists from scooping all the really cold ice cream, 
but she also learned how to make amazing sundaes and milkshakes. 

Nowadays, she really enjoys hanging out with her children and 
exploring interesting places with them. She also loves to sing! One of 
Ms. Martin’s favorite moments in life came when she saw her designs 
in department store windows, on the fashion runway, and on the sales 
sheets in the wholesale showrooms where buyers come to decide what 
to sell at their stores. “It’s such a great feeling to know other people 
are made happy by what you design. Being a teacher gives me the 
opportunity to empower students to have the same experience or even 
greater!” she said. 

Ms. Martin also had some apt advice for her new students: 
“2020 will go down in history as probably the most challenging year 
that most students will see, and if there is one takeaway that I can 
think of, it’s to remind students that surrounding yourself with family 
and friends is so important for you and for those you love. We need 
each other!  Just never lose touch.” We couldn’t agree more. Welcome 
to SOA, Ms. Martin!

SOA Seniors Prepare for College
by Will Brown

Will Brown spoke with five seniors about their college preparation.

Will Brown: What college will you be attending in the fall and 
what will you be majoring in?
Clara Collins: I will be attending New York University as a Film and 
TV major at Tisch School Of The Arts. 
Patrick Hamilton: The Citadel, and I will be majoring in Business 

entrepreneurship. 
Kristina Kerr: Lander, it’s in Greenwood, SC 

and I will be majoring in special education.
Nikki Zahedi: I’m going to the College of 
Charleston and I’m not completely sure what 
I want to major in, but I’m thinking either 
biology or public health.
Autumn Chaveco: Well, I’m not sure yet, 
but I have gotten into Drexel, U San Fran, 
and Seton Hall and I’m waiting to hear back 
from CU Boulder, Vassar, and NYU. So one 
of those. I’m majoring in Journalism.

is incredible, so it went on my list. NYU’s film school focuses more on 
indie filmmaking, and less on big-budget “Hollywood” movies, which 
I liked a lot. I didn’t want to major solely in screenwriting because I’m 
also interested in producing and cinema studies (and possibly editing 
and directing!), but I did want to focus mainly on screenwriting. NYU’s 
film program is really centered around storytelling and would allow 
me to do just that. 

I didn’t want a “traditional” college experience. I never felt like 
I was missing out on anything during my time at SOA, and I loved 
being surrounded by other creative people. I wanted to replicate that 
experience in college, just on a larger scale, and Tisch is known for 
being super artsy and collaborative. 

Also, Tisch students don’t have to take math classes!
Patrick: The background. I enjoy the history it has and what they 
stand for. I like that it is downtown, so I can walk around. 
Kristina: I really like the size of it. They have about 3,200 students, 
which is good because bigger schools seem a little intimidating. They 
also have a really good program for what I’m majoring in. 
Nikki: I wanted to be in-state, just because it’s cheaper. and CofC 
seemed like the best choice for me.
Autumn: The location is near my family and I like the city better. 
Will: What are you most looking forward to? 
Clara: So, so much! Obviously, I can’t wait to explore New York City! 
Greenwich Village, where NYU is located, has the most fascinating 
history; it feels like every brick or sidewalk has a story and I feel so 
lucky to be a part of it. 

I’m also so excited to meet all 
the interesting, amazing people and 
collaborate with them. Everyone here is so 
passionate about what they do, and I can’t 
think of a better environment to create in. 
Patrick: New friends and new 
experiences. They also have a great 
business program that I can’t wait to be 
a part of. I am also looking forward to 
what is called “Challenge Week,” which 
is where you get pulled to your physical 
limit. I watched my brother do it and got a 
little worried that it may be something I’ll 
struggle with, but overall it seems fun. 
Kristina: I am excited to be in a new city 
and make new friends. I also think the 

Patrick Hamilton chose 
the Citadel because of its 

long history and many 
traditions, including the 

daunting Challenge Week. 

Provided

Ms. Martin’s designs have 
been seen on the runaway 

and in stores, and she can’t 
wait to give students the 
opportunity to have the 

 same experience. 

Provided

Kristina Kerr plans 
to major in Special 

Education at Lander 
University and can’t wait

Will: What drew you to this college? 
Clara: My college search was relatively 

easy because I knew that 1, I wanted to major 
in film  and 2, I wanted to live in or near a city. 

NYU is obviously in New York City and their 
film school 

to explore Greenville. 
Provided
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campus is pretty. 
Nikki: I’m growing up so that’s kind of lit. Moving out and whatnot 
plus a whole new level of freedom. Crazy. 
Autumn: Making new friends.
Will: What are you the most worried about? 
Clara: I’ll be honest: NYU is so expensive. Ideally, I’ll become wildly 
successful and famous as soon as I sell my first screenplay and be able 
to pay for everything in full. Until then, I plan to work during college 
and during the summers to help pay; the current plan is to nanny.  I 
am so grateful to my parents for allowing me to pursue my dreams and 
helping me come up with a plan to pay for it. 

I’m also, of course, worried about being successful and “good 
enough.” The film industry is difficult to break into and stay in, and 
with any creative major or job, it’s easy to have your self-worth tied 
up in your art. But seven years in the Creative Writing program at 
SOA didn’t just teach me how to write well, it taught me how to keep 
going when things get tough, how to give and receive constructive 
criticism in workshop, and most importantly, how to have a healthy 
relationship with writing. Because of my wonderful teachers, I can 
walk in confidently. 

On a more lighthearted note: I get lost everywhere. I simply 
have no internal map. It’s going to be a big deal the first time I can walk 
somewhere by myself without using Google Maps. 
Patrick: The first day and getting my head shaved. I’m also worried 
about meeting my new roommate. 
Kristina: Probably making friends and being away from home. I also 
hope I can get myself up in time for classes.
Nikki: I’m growing up so not that lit. Also having to say bye to all of 
my friends since most are planning to go out of state.
Autumn: Money things, adjusting to a new place, and getting lost. 
Will: If this school wasn’t an option,  where else could you see 
yourself going?
Clara: Honestly, I could have seen myself at every school I applied 
to. I know sometimes it’s easier said than done, but my biggest piece 
of advice to anyone applying to college is to make sure you love every 
school on your list. 
Patrick: USC, so I could still major in business and still be close to 
friends and family. 
Kristina: I could definitely see myself at Winthrop, which I also got 
into and it was my second choice, but I thought that Lander would be 
a better fit overall. 
Nikki: Not going to school and traveling would be the dream, but 
going to school somewhere in Oregon or Washington state sounds 
nice, just because I really like Seattle, but it’s way too pricey and way 
too far from home (where my dog resides) for me to be at peace. 
Autumn: I could see myself at Colorado Boulder because it seems 
really fun and I like Colorado a lot. 
Will: Did you get admitted anywhere else? If so, where and 
why did you turn them down? 
Clara: I was also admitted to Fordham University, Chapman 
University, Emerson University, and DePaul University. I applied 
Early Decision to NYU, which is binding, so as soon as I was accepted 
and confirmed my enrollment, I withdrew my other acceptances. 
Will: Do you have any family members that went to the same 
school?
Patrick: Yes, my brother. He really enjoys it. 
Will: Are you excited to participate in any traditions this 
school has to offer?
Nikki: Eh. Not really. Go Cougars! 
Will: What is your top choice and why? 

AC: The University of San Francisco or Drexel because I really like 
where those schools are located. 

Introducing SOA’s Student Council Reps
by Will Brown and Charlie Hastings

Applause spoke with SOA’s recently elected student body officers.

Lillian Sustaita (Student 
Body President)
WB:Why did you run for Student 
Body President? 
LS: I ran for president because I am a 
big believer in the importance of how 
important fun is, and I think I am equipped 
to plan fun events and delegate the events 
of all four grades.
WB: Can you say something to 
introduce yourself to the student 
body?
LS: My name is Lilli, and first I would like 
to say thank you for letting me represent 
you this year. I like to surf, run, and hang 
out with my friends. I have been in student council all four years of 
high school and plan on going out with a grand finale. 
WB: How do you plan to improve student life now that you’re 
the Student Body President? 
LS: I will try to make the school spirit better with more fun events. I 
think usually the student body president always has good intentions 
and plans, but they lose momentum. I will make sure I don’t lose any 
momentum.
WB: Is there an overarching goal you would like to achieve 
by the end of the year? 
LS: I think my main goal is to make this year fun and increase school 
spirit. There is a huge decline in morale and who wants to deal with 
that bummer. There are so many bad things going on in the world and 
I would like to help make school a happy place.

Marin Sinclair (Junior VP)
WB: Why did you run for student office? 
MS: I wanted to have a main role in helping make this year as great as 
possible even with the craziness going on. Safety is of course my main 
priority, but I think that we can still do fun things as we have in the 
past with just a little extra planning and thinking.
WB: Can you say something to introduce yourself to the 
people you’re representing?
MS: For those who don’t know me, my name is Marin Sinclair and 
this year will be my 6th year as a vocal major at SOA and my 3rd year 
on the student council. I am a very organized person who loves to plan 
things and would love to hear anyone’s ideas they may have on things 
they would want to do or ways to improve this school year. I am super 
excited to get started and help make this year a great one!
WB: How do you plan to improve student life now that you’re 
Junior Vice President?
MS: As someone who just recently came back from being virtual since 
March, I missed having things to look forward to at school that wasn’t 
just academics. Now that I am back, I hope to be able to come up with 
some fun events that would bring back the normalcy that we are used to 
for both the virtual and in-person students. I also really want to create 

Lillian Sustaita

Provided



a fun Prom at the end of this year that everyone can enjoy, especially 
since the seniors this year did not get a prom last year.

Alexander Jones (Vice 
President) 
WB: Why did you run for Vice 
President? 
AJ: I wanted to make sure we can still  
have an amazing senior year given the 
circumstances we’re under right now. 
WB: Can you say something to 
introduce yourself to the people 
you’re representing?
AJ: Hey guys, I’m Alex. I’m a band 
major and have been at SOA since 
freshman year. Feel free to come up to 
me at school or shoot me a message if you 
have any questions about senior events o r 
anything you’d like to see happen. 
WB: How do you plan to improve student life now that you’re 
Vice President?  
AJ: I’m currently working on some senior events and I need feedback 
from you guys on what kind of things you’d be interested in this year. 
I want to listen to all of yall’s ideas to make sure this year is as good 
as possible. 

Ella Tolbert (Sophomore VP)
WB: Why did you run for student office?
ET: From a young age, I have always had an interest in the government. 
Being a sophomore VP is a great way to learn more about the inner 
workings of our school and the government itself. I also would love to 
be able to make positive changes to our school and be a voice for those 
who may need one.
WB: Can you say something to introduce yourself to the 
people you’re representing?
ET: Hi, I’m Ella Tolbert, a theater major at SOA. This is my second 
year at SOA and my second year in CHS. A bit about me, this is the 7th 
state I’ve lived in and definitely a favorite. I run cross-country, track, 
and love to surf. I was student body president in 8th grade, so I can’t 
wait to jump back into student government. I love the students at SOA 
and can’t wait to share your voice.
WB: How do you plan to improve student life now that you’re 
Sophomore Vice President?
ET: While campaigning, I surveyed students to see what they would 
like to see more of in the future. I received so many great responses 
ranging from desert to dances. A goal of mine would be to lower student 
stress, especially considering these unprecedented times. We need to 
make it a goal to make sure students are both physically AND mentally 
healthy. Another focus of mine is representation and inclusiveness for 
all students. I think it’s important to shine a light on what makes us 
stand out.

SOA’s Seniors Take On College
Admissions Despite COVID Setbacks
by Logan Baker
 College applications, with their endless essays and boxes to 
tick, are stressful during normal years, but with two academic years 
disrupted by COVID-19, 2021’s graduating class is facing unique 
challenges. The end of our junior year, when many students retake 

their standardized tests and speak with their counsellors or teachers 
about college plans, came to an abrupt end, and semi-normal school 
operations didn’t return until the fall. Many also had to cancel their 
college tours in the wake of rising case numbers and closed campuses 
across the country, and a lot of the students I’ve talked to had a 
harder time deciding where to apply in the absence of these visits. 
Katie Forrester, a senior Creative Writing major, said, “It was hard 
to see myself at a college without ever having been to the campus 
and only being able to gauge how well I’d do there from websites.” 
Caroline Blumer, another Creative Writing senior, agreed, saying 
that, to compensate for the lack of tours, she “watched videos from 
the actual college’s channels, but also watched some videos from 
current students, just to get more of an unbiased understanding of the 
schools.”
 After the researching stage, seniors moved on to the 
applications themselves, composing personal essays, short responses, 
and portfolios of their artistic work. Blumer noted that, for her, the 
most difficult part of the process was “just filling out all the Common 
Application information,” going on to say that “there is a huge learning 
curve” to completing applications. Both stressed the importance of 
starting applications early and getting as many eyes as possible on 
the essay portions. Older family members and friends, fellow seniors, 
and teachers are all great resources for application help. Blumer cited 
Ms. Beth Webb Hart as a major source of assistance when it came to 
writing and polishing her college essays. Forrester also mentioned Ms. 
Hart’s generous help, adding that “she’ll always help you brainstorm 
for essays or answer any questions you have.” Despite any mishaps or 
occasional bouts of senioritis, both students reported that their final 
year at SOA is going well.
 It’s clear that the support of SOA faculty has eclipsed any 
problems caused by the unorthodox year. According to Forrester, the 
“strong sense of support I feel from teachers or close friends” is what 
has made her year enjoyable. “My Creative Writing teachers have 
made themselves so accessible to seniors, whether that’s for creative 
reasons, academic reasons, applications, or just allowing a space for 
students to vent.” The senior also said that she appreciated how many 
of her teachers genuinely took the time to reach out and ask for student 
input throughout the year, an especially valuable opportunity as SOA 
adapted to classes split between virtual and in-person students. As 
a virtual student myself, I can agree that our teachers have been 
incredibly flexible and accommodating. 
 As far as advice for next year’s senior class goes, responses all 
fell into a similar vein: prepare as much as you can as early as possible. 
Having a plan and sticking with it can help take some of the stress 
out of your senior year and give you more control over the process. 
Forrester suggested using the summer before senior year for research: 
“Don’t let preparing to apply consume your summer by any means, 
but do try to seriously ask yourself what type of college environment 
you envision yourself in. From there, I would recommend coming 
up with a rough list separated into safety schools, reaches, and ones 
that match your statistics.” She knew she wanted to study the arts 
and humanities in a small school setting, so she focused her search 
on liberal arts colleges across the East Coast. Blumer, who plans to 
study Spanish in college, chose schools based on the strength of their 
language departments. Her main piece of advice for those entering 
the process was this: “...listen to yourself. You know what you want, so 
go get it. If you don’t necessarily want to attend college, don’t. If you 
want to major in theatre in college, do it. Listen to yourself, and trust 
yourself.”
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the concert experience reimagined

Enjoy masterworks of the chamber music repertoire from the comfort 
of your own home - from concerts streamed live from Sottile Theatre 
to intimate performances in the historic homes and buildings of 
downtown Charleston.  View the complete concert schedule at 
chambermusiccharleston.org. 

CMC
CHAMBER MUSIC CHARLESTON

W W W. C H A M B E R M U S I C C H A R L E S T O N . O R G

SPECIAL OFFER FOR SOA STUDENTS
Subscribe to the CMC YouTube channel at youtube.com/
chambermusicchs and recieve a FREE student virtual 
subscription.  Email info@chambermusiccharleston.org 
once you have subscribed to receive your tickets.

Looking Back on SOA’s Past 25 Years
In celebration of SOA’s 25th anniversary, each 

month we will be revisiting moments
from 1995 to 2020.

Jacob Fanning poses as The Tin Man for 
SOA’s 2009 production of The Wiz.

Applause Archive
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jan/feb events

music 
concert videos posted online at 
music.cofc.edu/concerts

college of charleston 
concert choir

college of charleston 
madrigal singers 

college of charleston 
orchestra

halsey institute of 
contemporary art 
free virtual events 
more info at halsey.cofc.edu 

1/15  —3/6  exhibition
GEOLOCATION 
by duo Nate Larson & Marni Shindelman

1/21  artist talk
Larson Shindelman: GEOLOCATION

2/4  a talk with scott reinhard
Maps, Politics, and Graphic Design

2/18  panel discussion
Technologies of the Everyday

theatre & dance 
free online events
more info at theatre.cofc.edu

1/29 & 1/30  
In Other Words: A Century’s Reflections
Devised work directed by Todd McNerney

2/12 & 2/13  
The Last Train to Nibroc (radio play)
by Arlene Hutton
Directed by Paul Rolfes & Holden Crumpler 

CONTINUE YOUR 
PASSION FOR

AT COLLEGE OF 
CHARLESTONthe arts

THEATRE & DANCE
THEATRE.COFC.EDU

STUDIO ART
ART.COFC.EDU

Call 843.953.8286 for a personal tour of art studios.

MUSIC
MUSIC.COFC.EDU

HALSEY.COFC.EDU

GEOLOCATION - SO PROUD OF ME (ATLANTA, GA)

Learn about theatre and dance studies at one of our weekly 
ZOOM sessions with faculty. Email cofcstages@cofc.edu.
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ASL Still Considering Sign for “Biden”
by Thea Putney

Thea Putney: Is it true that the Deaf community designates a 
sign for the name of each new US president?
Ms. Tracy Duffy: Yes, right now ASL users are spelling out B-I-D-
E-N, but usually prominent figures will be given a name sign that is 
based on a characteristic of the person. 
TP: What signs are being considered for President Biden?
TD: There is talk about creating a sign around his hair, his aviator 
glasses, or his smile.  
TP: What signs were considered and ruled out? Why?
TD: The consideration of the Aviator glasses is formed by a C shaped 
hand placed by the eyes, but it was pointed out that this sign was also 
close to a sign for the Crips gang.  
TP: How is the overall decision made on what the official sign 
will be?
TD: Conversations among the Deaf Community will continue until 
there is a general consensus (in the Deaf Community). Technology and 
social media has provided more opportunity for Deaf individuals to 
connect and have these conversations across the world.  Until a sign is 
agreed upon, they will continue to spell out his name B-I-D-E-N. 

Sign of the Month:
“Good luck, President Biden”

Demonstrated by Cleon Brown, 9th Grade
Photos by Ethan Butler

Good Luck

President B

I D

E N

Continued on page 9

SOA’s Seniors Take On College Admissions 
(continued from page 6)
 Although both seniors have a few acceptances under their belts, 
they’re still waiting for the majority of their schools to respond. They 
can rest easy, however, knowing that the hard part is over and they can 
now focus on finishing out their senior years strong. 
 Best of luck to all seniors awaiting their answers; Applause looks 
forward to hearing about your successes in the coming months!
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(I’d be happy with just ten dollars!)

Libra (September 23- October 22)- I know you 
miss being surrounded by people, Libra, but stay strong. 
The vaccine is coming, and soon, you’ll be back to getting 
pushed around in Whole Foods by moms trying to get the 
last pack of organic cheese sticks. 

Scorpio (October 23- November 21)- Scorpio, 
let go of all of your old grudges this month. It’s honestly 
kind of impressive that you still remember the kid who took 
the last pink crayon from you in first grade, but all of that is 
taking up valuable brain space that could be used in about 
a million better ways. Maybe now you’ll actually remember 
your Spanish vocab. 

Sagittarius (November 22- December 21)- Sag, 
you’ve got to stop reading so much into your dreams. I 
know the future is scary and it’s tempting to say you’ve 
already seen it all play out in dreamland, but you’re not 
getting any helpful from a nightmare where you were 
were trapped in a lake with the Loch Ness monster. 

Capricorn (December 22- January 19)- Yes, 
we all know that Timothée Chalamet is also a Capricorn. 
Yes, you guys seem really similar. Honestly, it’s a good thing 
Capricorns are so shy, because if he was a Scorpio, I would 
literally never stop bringing it up.

Horoscopes
by Clara Collins

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)- Stop 
procrastinating! I know it’s easier said than done, but come 
on. That assignment you’ve put off for two weeks will take 
you five minutes to do. But you probably won’t even read this, 
because you set it aside “to read later” and then never went 
back to it. 

Pisces (February 19- March 20)- Pisces, you play 
by your own rules, and I love that. Keep it up this month! 
Dye your hair a wacky color, speak to everyone in Pig Latin, 
completely make up a random rule when you’re playing 
Monopoly and swear that’s the way you’ve always played—
the sky’s the limit! 

Aries (March 21- April 19)- Good news! You’re 
going to meet your soulmate this month. The bad news? 
You’re one of those people who has, like, eighty platonic 
soulmates. Maybe this soulmate is just a waitress who gives 
you extra bread before dinner. 

Taurus (April 20- May 20)- It can be so fun to go 
down the rabbit hole of TikTok drama, but Taurus, none of 
us have any idea who you’re talking about, and you’re making 
us feel old and out of touch. Is Jake Paul still a thing? No? 
Alright, I’ll go check for gray hairs now. 

Gemini (May 21- June 20)- You’ve been binge-
watching all of House to see the guy from Dead Poets Society, 
and now you’re convinced you should go to medical school. 
No! As fun as T.V. makes a lumbar puncture look, you can 
barely handle your own paper cuts. Stick to Suits and Better 
Call Saul. 

Cancer (June 21- July 22)- Cancer, your life is not 
a soap opera. As tempting as it can be to give people second 
(or hundreth) chances just for the dramatic effect of it all, 
trust your guy and stand by your instincts. Oh, and watch 
out for your evil identical twin who recently regained all their 
memories! 

Leo (July 23- August 22)- As we move from 
Capricorn to Aquarius season, we also move into the greatest 
season of all: awards! I know you love all the glitz and glamor 
of celebrities congratulating themselves for doing their job, 
but let me warn you: the movie you love isn’t going to win Best 
Picture at the Oscars. It’s going to go to some movie you’ve 
never heard of about an old famous person with a 60% on 
Rotten Tomatoes. Honestly, you didn’t even need the stars to 
tell you that; we all could have guessed it. 

Virgo (August 23- September 22)- Something’s 
been weighing on your shoulders lately, Virgo, and you’ve 
been searching for clarity everywhere. Not to sound like a 
psychic who charges you fifty bucks and then just says vague 
things about change, but only you have the answers you seek. 

L. Thomas Weir, DDS
James Thomas III, DMD

James Island 
Dental Associates

smilesforcharleston.com

Voted Best Dentist & Best Dental Practice

Horoscopes
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The Year 2020 in Review
by Will Brown

	 I’m	not	 the	 first	 person	 to	 say	 it	 and	won’t	 be	 the	 last,	 but	
2020	was	not	a	great	year.	In	a	year	marked	by	tragedy,	a	boil	over	of	
racial	tensions,	an	anxiety-inducing	election,	a	raging	climate	crisis,	a	
declining	economy,	and	of	course,	a	constantly	escalating	pandemic,	
it’s	hard	to	see	it	as	anything	but	a	dark,	ghastly	cave.	While	I	wanted	
nothing	more	than	for	these	problems	to	have	vanished	at	the	turn	
of	the	year,	it’s	clear	we	will	likely	continue	to	reap	the	consequences	
that	the	events	of	2020	left	behind	for	the	next	few	years.	I	wanted	to	
outline	the	impact	of	those	events	and	also	give	silver	linings	to	look	
back	on,	even	if	those	seem	slim.	
	 I	recently	read	a	piece	entitled	“The	Plague	Year”	written	by	
Lawrence	Wright,	which	appeared	in	the	January	issue	of	The New 
Yorker.	The	30-page	article	goes	into	detail	and	essentially	chronicles	
the	pandemic	since	 its	origins	 in	January	of	 last	year,	which	seems	
like	a	lifetime	ago	now.	We’ve	all	seen	this	pandemic	rage,	we	know	
its	repercussions,	we’ve	worn	our	masks	and	social	distanced.	We’ve	
tolerated	lockdowns	and	done	everything	in	our	power	to	stay	as	safe	as	

possible.	 In	 November,	
we	were	given	light,	with	
the	announcement	of	an	
effective	vaccine.	
	Along	 with	 the	 rest	 of	
the	world,	SOA	students	
and	 teachers	 were	
forced	 to	 adapt	 to	 new	
circumstances.	SOA	also	
holds	 a	 unique	 position	
in	 regards	 to	 our	
majors.	In	our	first	issue	
of	 Applause	 for	 this	
school	 year,	Ms.	Kristin	
Tilloston,	 the	 dance	
teacher,	spoke	about	the	
difficulties	of	attempting	
to	 instruct	 dancers	 over	
a	 Zoom	 call:	 “I	 have	 to	
watch	 tiny	 little	 squares	
on my computer as well 
as	look	at	moving	bodies	
in my classroom at the 
same	time.”	

 Every year since the 
Fashion	 and	 Costume	
Design	 program	 began,	

SOA	families	and	students	have	flocked	to	the	Fashion	show.	In	fact,	
I’d	go	so	far	as	to	say	it’s	the	single	biggest	event	that	takes	place	on	
the	campus.	However,	due	to	COVID-19,	the	2020	Fashion	show	was	
canceled.	While	Fashion	students	were	not	able	to	showcase	their	art	
on	stage,	they	saw	this	as	an	opportunity	to	take	a	different	approach.	
Fashion	 seniors	 finished	 their	 theses	 at	 home	 and	 took	 editorial	
shoots.	 These	 editorial	 shoots	 were	 included	 in	 their	 graduation	
feature.	
	 Other	majors	 like	 band	 and	 vocal	 faced	 issues	 as	well.	 The	
band	director,	Mr.	Ken	Turner,	cited	keeping	instruments	clean	as	one	

of	the	biggest	challenges,	saying	“Performing	on	a	wind	instrument	
creates	 increased	 aerosols	 in	 the	 air	 in	 addition	 to	 condensation,	
which	has	to	be	expelled	for	the	instrument	to	play	properly.”	He	went	
on	to	say	that	COVID	also	acted	as	a	wake-up	call	to	keep	instruments	
and	the	practicing	environment	clean	moving	forward:	“As	someone	
that	is	passionate	about	neatness,	this	makes	me	happy!”	
 

As	for	the	Vocal	major,	singing	is	out	of	the	question.	In	the	absence	of	
concert	preparation,	the	vocal	teachers	put	an	emphasis	on	learning	
things	like	sight	reading,	diction,	and	music	theory.	
	 On	May	25	in	Minneapolis,	America	witnessed	another	act	of	
police	brutality.	We	saw	a	police	officer	resting	his	knee	on	a	man’s	
neck,	who,	handcuffed	and	unable	to	fight	back,	eventually	suffocated.	
We	all	know	George	Floyd’s	name	and	saw	the	horrific	video.	But	he	
isn’t	the	only	one.	Ahmaud	Arbery,	Breonna	Taylor,	Jonathan	Price,	
and	Julian	Lewis	all	have	cases	that	reek	of	similarities.	We	are	well	
past	the	time	police	officers	need	to	start	taking	responsibility	for	their	
actions	and	prosecuted	when	they	break	the	law.	For	some	reason,	the	
call	for	an	equal	America	has	become	a	controversial	topic.	
	 Unfortunately,	this	isn’t	new.	Every	attempt	for	social	change	
seems	to	wiggle	its	way	into	political	conversations.	Racial	equity	in	
American	is	not	a	political	 issue.	It	 is,	and	always	will	be,	a	human	
rights	 issue.	 Instead	of	supporting	 the	 idea	 that	America	should	be	
safe	for	everyone	that	encounters	law	enforcement,	many	individuals	
have	pushed	back	on	that	idea.	They	have	also	formed	counter-protests	
like	 All	 Lives	 Matter	 and	 Blue	 Lives	 Matter,	 as	 if	 we’ve	 somehow	
treated	 law	 enforcement	 like	 if	 they	 don’t	matter,	 and	 that’s	 aside	
from	the	fact	that	Blue	lives	don’t	exist.	The	second	a	law	enforcement	
removes	their	uniform,	they	become	a	normal	civilian.	The	phrase	“all	
lives	matter”	 is,	of	 course,	a	direct	distraction	 from	the	problem	at	
hand,	which	is	that	black	lives	have	been	systemically	oppressed	for	
centuries. 
	 In	 the	 wake	 of	 George	 Floyd’s	 death,	 the	 BLM	 movement	
reached	new	levels	of	visibility.	However,	over	the	last	month	or	two	
of	2020,	it	seems	like	the	Black	Lives	Matter	movement	lost	the	edge	
it	 had	 over	 the	 summer.	 Whether	 it’s	 performative	 activism	 from	
social	media	influencers	or	the	lack	of	media	coverage,	somehow	or	
another,	Black	Lives	Matter	has	started	to	look	more	like	a	moment,	
and	less	of	a	movement.	The	movement	took	another	blow	when	Kyle	
Rittenhouse,	who	murdered	 two	BLM	protesters	with	 an	AR-15	 in	
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Black Lives Matter protest,
Downtown Charleston

Photo	by	Charlie	H
astings

Jessica Bevins is presented with the 2020
Rose Maree Myers Scholarship at her home in May
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Wisconsin,	posted	$2	million	bail	and	was	released	from	jail.	Many	SOA	
students	attended	protests	here	 in	Charleston	 to	use	 their	voice	and	
fight	for	social	change.	Senior	Charlie	Hastings,	who	attended	a	protest	
downtown,	said	“It	was	very	refreshing	to	see	people	share	a	common	
voice	and	come	together	to	use	their	voice.”	Hazel	Vannewkirk,	senior,	
also	attended	a	protest.	Both	told	me	how	glad	they	were	to	be	able	to	
go. 
	 While	 we	 encountered	 many	 monumental	 changes	 that	 will	
shape	our	future,	the	2020	presidential	election	follows	this	pattern.	
The	way	former	President	Trump	approached	his	loss	in	this	election	
is,	 in	 a	 word,	 unsurprising	 to	 myself	 and	 many	 others.	 In	 Donald	
Trump’s	post-election	speech	back	 in	November,	he	claimed	 that	he	
had	already	won	the	election	with	many	states	undecided	at	that	point.	
He	also	baselessly	claimed	that	widespread	voter	fraud	somehow	swept	
the	victory	away	from	him.		He	successfully	convinced	Republicans	and	
his	supporters	that	Democrats	somehow	stole	the	election.	However,	
election	 predictions	 had	 been	 forecasting	 that	 outcome	 for	 weeks.	
Trump	 had	 the	 upper	 hand	 when	 it	 came	 to	 in-person	 voting,	 but	
President	Biden	pulled	through	when	the	mail-in	and	absentee	ballots	
were	counted.	No	matter	what	 the	 former	president	may	say	(or,	up	
until	 last	 week,	 tweet),	 mail-in	 voting	 is	 just	 as	 valid	 as	 in-person	
voting.	This	presidency	wasn’t	stolen	from	him.	It	was	earned	by	the	
candidate	whom	a	record-breaking	81	million	Americans	saw	best	fit	
to	 run	 the	country.	This	 is	not	a	coup	orchestrated	by	Democrats	 to	
keep	Donald	Trump	from	re-election,	it’s	simply	guaranteeing	a	voice	
for	every	American.	The	democratic	system	won’t	work	if	faith	in	a	fair	
election	is	lost	and	the	losing	party	insists	on	contesting	results.	
	 The	 Trump	 Campaign	 wasted	 their	 time,	 money,	 and	 legal	
resources	 as	 they	 exhausted	 recounts	 and	 lawsuits,	 but	 the	majority	
of	this	nation	spoke,	and	they	are	tired	of	Trump	treating	the	highest	
office	in	the	land	as	a	game.	They	want	a	president	who	won’t	spread	
misinformation	and	conspiracy	 theories.	They	want	a	president	who	
believes	 in	 human-caused	 climate	 change	 and	 has	 a	 plan	 to	 start	
controlling	 it.	 They	 want	 a	 president	 who	 hasn’t	 bullied	 a	 disabled	
reporter	on	national	television	or	demeaned	women	to	the	press.		They	
want	a	president	whose	rhetoric	doesn’t	insight	hate	crimes,	fueling	the	
country’s	division	further.	They	want	a	president	who	wasn’t	endorsed	
by	the	former	grand	wizard	of	the	Ku	Klux	Klan,	the	Taliban,	and	the	
Proud	Boys.	They	want	one	who	has	a	game	plan	to	safely	bounce	back	
from	the	coronavirus	so	America	can	start	on	the	track	to	normalcy.	
Perhaps	most	 importantly,	they	want	a	president	who	will	bring	this	
nation	together	in	a	time	where	division	is	so	easy.
	 As	 our	 new	 president,	 Joe	 Biden	 has	 already	 begun	 to	 roll	
out	his	plans	to	build	back	better.	He	created	a	team	of	the	country’s	
leading	 medical	 professions	 to	 help	 better	 understand	 COVID-19.	
This	team,	dubbed	The	Coronavirus	Advisory	Board,	is	co-chaired	by	
former	US	Surgeon	General	Vivek	Murthy	will	help	Biden	implement	
his	 COVID-19	 response	 plan	 as	 safely	 as	 possible.	 Biden	 has	 also	
curated	one	of	the	most	diverse	teams	and	cabinets	behind	a	president	
in	 recent	 history,	 including	 an	 all-female	 communications	 team.	
His	 cabinet	 places	 Linda	 Thomas-Greenfield	 as	 US	 Ambassador	 to	
the	United	Nations	and	Cecilia	Rouse	as	 the	Chair	of	 the	Council	of	
Economic	Advisers,	 the	first	African	American	women	 to	hold	 these	
positions.	 The	Biden-Harris	 administration	 aims	 to	make	 2021	 heal	
the	divisions	brought	on	by	crises	of	2020.	“Without	unity,	there	is	no	
peace.	Only	bitterness	and	fury,”	Biden	said	in	his	inaugural	address	
this week.
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Sass Attack: New Year’s Resolutions
by Hannah Elledge

 “Sass Attack” was started in 2007 
by Applause writer David Sass and has 
been an Applause column for fourteen 
years, so, naturally, it had to be continued 
(as per tradition) by our own equally 
procrastinatory and dramatic high 
schooler, senior Creative Writer Hannah 
Elledge. 

We’re officially a week into 2021, which 
means the the deep hatred that builds up 
in me year after year was released into the 
world seven days ago, right at the moment 
the ball dropped. Towards the end of the 

year, I am usually at my happiest. The holiday cheer, the optimism for 
the next three hundred sixty-five days of my life— these moments are 
the most gleeful times of my existence. Yet, the minute that clock hits 
midnight, as if I’m Cinderella with my pretty dress disappearing and 
my carriage turning back into a pumpkin, my fantasy crumbles. All of 
a sudden, after the cheering and screaming, the first question out of 
everyone’s mouths is, “So, what’s your New Year’s resolution?” 
 For some, this is a perfectly acceptable question. The “New 
Year, New Me” phrase repopulates all over my Instagram feed, the 
captions of happy people starting their year off right! All of a sudden, 
people start working out, studying, learning how to knit, etc. 
I used to be one of these people, surprising as it may seem. One year 
I remember my resolution was to learn how to juggle. I did this for 
about three days before giving up. The next year my resolution was to 
stop procrastinating. This resolution carried over into the following 
year, too. Still, here I am the night before my deadline writing this. 
This is not to say that New Year’s resolutions don’t work for some 
people. I’m sure that there are a few that are able to stick with theirs 
(at least for a couple of weeks). 
 I used to feel bad about myself for my helplessness when it 

came to something as simple as doing one task to better my life. This, 
however, was before I made the realization that helplessness is what 
they want you to feel. By “they,” I mean the one percent of people that 
stick with their goals who want to look down on the rest of us, pathetic 
and unmotivated. It is a superiority complex like no other, I’m sure. It 
was with this realization that I decided I would no longer participate 
in a tradition made to depress me and only useful for one thing: giving 
me clear evidence that I do not actually believe myself capable of doing 
anything. So, I say we make a New Year’s resolution to ditch New Year’s 
resolutions and the inescapable pressure that comes with setting a goal 
just for the purpose of setting a goal. 
This is not meant to offend anyone who actually is apart of the one 
percent who are able to hold to the promises they made themselves. 
While I obviously hate anyone like this just a little bit, I support them 
in their valiant efforts. In fact, I should probably stop whining to my 
school newspaper and learn from those who have their lives together. 
But I must admit, it is more fun this way. I just have one more question 
for anyone reading this who still, almost two weeks into the new year, is 
going strong with their resolution: Who do you think you are?

January Slang Dictionary
by Charlie Hastings

Each month, Applause surveys SOA students to find out the most 
popular slang expressions.

Meta- self-referential in nature or self-aware
“Did that redditor just refer to himself as meta? He’s so meta for that!”
Stan- A fan of something or someone
“All the Playboi Carti stans loved his terrible new album for some 
reason.”
Mid- A shortened term for mediocre or ordinary
“The new David Fincher film was lowkey kinda mid.”
Snatched- with good form or great beauty
“Wow king, your new cut is looking snatched!”
Bussin’- refers to the feeling that someone gets when they are eating 
extremely fatty or filling foods.
“Yo Alex! That loaded triple decker mac n cheeseburger with maple-
smoked bacon and grass-fed beef is straight bussin’!”
Sus- A term from the popular game Among Us, means that someone is 
acting with suspicion or with higher intentions in mind.
“Enrique’s been acting kinda sus recently, maybe he’s planning 
something?”
Rent free- when something lives rent free in your brain, it means that 
you think about it quite a lot.
“The sound that Sophie’s Doc Martens make when she walks lives rent 
free in my mind.”
Peep- to look at, usually used in the context of showing someone else 
something you think is cool.
“Alex let me peep the fit last night on facetime, he’s got the Ratatouille 
shirt with the Sauconys on again.”
Redonk- Short for redonkulous, or ridiculous beyond belief.
“Whoa! That triple roundoff backflip was totally redonk Justice!”

Tentative Upcoming Events
SOA Junior Ring Ceremony: Sunday, April 18th
SOA Prom: Saturday, May 22nd
SOA Powderpuff Game: Friday, May 28th
SOA Spring (9th-10th) Dance: Friday, May 8th
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Piano Instructor Mr. Harvey Shares 
Memories of his Uncle Pat Conroy
by Charlie Hastings
 
SOA piano instructor Mr. Will Harvey is the nephew of the late 
best-selling novelist Pat Conroy. Conroy was the oldest brother of Mr. 
Harvey’s mother, Kathy. Charlie Hastings talked to Mr. Harvey 
about his relationship with his famous uncle. Several of Conroy’s novels 
became major motion pictures, including Conrack (1974) based on 
The Water is Wide and starring Jon Voight, The Great Santini (1979), 
starring Robert Duvall, and The Prince of Tides (1991), starring 

Barbara Streissand and 
Nick Nolte.

Charlie Hastings: To 
what degree were you 
close to him?  Did you 
spend much time with 
him? 
Mr. Will Harvey: I have a 
few memories of him from 
my early childhood, but he 
started making a consistent 
effort to be a part of my 
life when I was in the 6th 
grade. Before that he was 
living abroad and traveling 
a lot.
CH: In what ways did 
having Pat as an uncle 
affect you?  To what 
degree did he, his 

celebrity or his work have 
an impact on you? 
WH: Growing up I didn’t give 

it much thought until one day I realized that his movies would air 
on cable from time to time. That was impressive. I also remember 
attending some of his public events like book signings and speeches. 
Seeing enthusiasm of his fans 
and how his books had inspired 
them was moving. 
CH: What did you admire 
most in your uncle? 
WH: His wit. He was 
unbelievably quick witted and 
funny. I also admired how kind 
he was to strangers. On his day to 
day errands he looked everyone 
in the eye and said hello or asked 
them how their day was going. 
CH: Did you visit Pat a lot?  
What was his home and 
library like?
WH: I did visit him a lot. He 
lived thirty minutes away from 
my parents and whenever I 
would arrive he’d say make 
yourself at home. He had studied 
cooking in Italy and his fridge 

was always stocked with eclectic 
ingredients, and for dinner he would 
make amazing feasts. He loved to host 
and tell stories. His library was the 
best part of the house. He had walls 
and bookshelves that filled entire 
rooms with around 8,000 books he 
had collected throughout his lifetime. 
I loved seeing how many books he had 
received signed from other authors 
including George R.R. Martin. 
CH: What did you learn about 
his approach to writing? 
WH: He wrote everything by hand on 
yellow legal pads. There were stacks 
of unedited manuscripts everywhere! 
He was actually a very slow writer 
throughout most of his career and 
there was a span of which it took him 
close to ten years to finish a novel. 
However, he greatly picked up the 
pace in the last fifteen years of his life. 

CH: Was your mother close to her brother Pat?  What are her 
recollections of growing up in a military family, a subject Pat 
addresses frequently in his work? 
WH: My mother was very close with Pat. There were seven siblings 
and my mom was the middle child so she was kind of the glue of the 
family. They all agreed that moving every year and a half for their entire 
childhoods was extremely challenging, and that Beaufort was the first 
town that felt like home. 
CH: What is your favorite work by Pat and why? 
WH: I can’t pick a favorite because I have very specific reasons why 
I like, love, or even dislike his books. The Prince of Tides is his most 
famous work and for good reason, 
but the books I always recommend 
to new readers are The Water Is 
Wide and The Lords of Discipline. 
Those two are outstanding and 
have a genuine Lowcountry feel to 
them that South Carolinians would 
especially appreciate. 
CH: What are your opinions on 
the films made based on Pat’s 
books, such as Conrack, The 
Prince of Tides or The Great 
Santini? 
WH: My opinion is that the movies 
don’t hold a candle to the books, 
but I love those movies for many 
reasons. I forgot which specific 
movie, but I know Pat was hired and 
later fired from being a screenwriter 
because he was told he didn’t understand the story, which I always 
thought was hilarious. I love The Great Santini for two reasons. The first 
is because my late grandmother and late uncle Tom have background 
screen appearances. The second is because it is about my grandfather 
who dies in the movie and who loved to say that he was going to be one 
of the only marines to ever receive two military funeral flyovers, which 
later became true.

Mr. Will Harvey (center), with his 
mother, Kathy, and uncle, Pat Conroy, 
after his induction into his high 

school’s National Honors Society.

Provided
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Where Are They Now?
by Ethan Butler

Applause caught up with 2005 SOA graduate Sara Houser, who now 
lives in Austin, Texas, where she is a singer/songwriter and multi-
instrumentalist in the band Löwin.

Ethan Butler: What did you value about your School of the 
Arts education and how has it had a lasting impact?
Sara Houser: I’m still very grateful for my education and experience 
at SOA. On a musical level, the access to regular lessons, theory 
classes and rehearsals with my peers put me several steps ahead when 
I attended college. I also think I managed studying music in college a 
lot easier because I had already experienced it in an academic setting - 
mostly meaning I knew how to take constructive criticism. On a personal level, my time at 

SOA helped me 
find an identity 
as a musician. 
It gave me the 
space to take 
something that 
I was passionate 
about (piano) 
and really 
pursue it 
at a young 
age. Many 
musicians I 
know in Austin 

(even my husband) weren’t able to really dig into and hone their skills 
on an instrument until college or after because the arts aren’t exactly 
deemed “essential skills” by parents and some educators. 
EB: How did your education after high school prepare your 
career now?
SH: I was very fortunate to get a scholarship to Berklee College of 
Music in Boston, MA. Berklee is a contemporary music conservatory 
and provides a well rounded education on how to navigate the post 
college world. That being said, everything goes out the window when 
you’re on your own for the first time as an adult.

Professionally, Berklee made me a really versatile player. I left 
college with a wealth of knowledge regarding composition, recording 
and playing in various styles and I can honestly say I use those skills 
and tools to this day as a performer and teacher. 
EB: At SOA, you were a piano major, but you play guitar as 
well. How has being a multi-instrumentalist and a singer 
helped you as a performer and a writer?
SH: By the time I graduated from Berklee, I had been in school for 
piano since I was 12 (so 10 years roughly) and been playing since I 
was 7ish. I took a year or two of guitar lessons in high school but it 
didn’t really click with me. I picked it back up after college because I 
was really burnt out on piano and needed something new to kind of 
cleanse my musical palette. 

I like being able to write on different instruments because it 
really changes the way you song craft. I know so much about piano that 
sometimes it can get in the way of a song. Guitar still feels exploratory 
to me in a lot of ways. I enjoy not really knowing what I’m doing but 
trusting my ears.  
EB: Who were your earliest musical influences, and what 
inspires you now?

SH: I was lucky to grow up in a household that loved music. My parents 
had me listening to music from their generation pretty early on like Stevie 
Wonder, The Beatles, The Rolling Stones, Carole King, Elton John but I 
also loved listening to pop radio. Anything catchy that I could sing along 
to I loved. When I started writing around 14 I started listening to music 
more critically. I listened to pretty much every piano playing songwriter 
I could find so Fiona Apple and Tori Amos were in heavy rotation.

But I also got a lot of inspiration from books and poetry. Dr. 
Cusatis’ class left a very big impression on my lyric writing. He introduced 
me to Anne Sexton, Robinson Jeffers, Carson McCullers and Flannery 
O’Connor all of which changed the way I approached lyrics. 
EB: Dr. Cusatis recalled your travelling  to Nashville with your 
mother while you were at SOA. How did that visit have an 
impact on you, and have you ever returned?
SH: I was really only the second time I had been in a studio and I still 
had no idea what I was doing. We were there because my mom won a 
lyric writing contest in American Songwriter magazine and her prize was 
studio time in Nashville. She told me that if we had any leftover time in 
the studio after they demoed her song, I could record some of my own, 
which I did. It was incredibly nerve wracking but I am still so grateful she 
encouraged me to do it.

I’ve been back to Nashville a couple times and thought about 
moving there after college but truthfully, I never really loved the city. 
Just didn’t feel like where I wanted to end up. 
 EB: How did your career develop after college, and what drew 
you to Austin? 
SH: I knew I didn’t want to move home, was very over the cold weather 
(so no New York), but also didn’t 
want to go all the way to LA. Also was 
not into Nashville like I said. Those 
are all the major music cities so I was 
a bit stuck but I had some cousins in 
Austin that encouraged me to come 
visit and check out SXSW. I went to 
visit spring break my senior year of 
college and decided to move there 
pretty much right after.

I’ve been in Austin 11 years 
now and my career has had lots of 
highs and lulls (I won’t say lows, 
just pauses). It’s very grass roots in 
Austin, so a lot of what I did was book 
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shows, meet people, play music with Sara Houser on the January 
people and then built a network from 2004 cover of Applause 
there. I’ve been lucky enough to tour 
internationally twice and have recorded on some really great albums in 
addition to my own music.
EB: How did the members of your band meet, and whose 
decision was it to start a band?
SH: I started Löwin with 3 friends that I knew I wanted to play music 
with. We all met at shows around town. The first guitar player and I went 
to college together actually.
EB: How did you settle on the name Lowin, and what is the 
significance of the name to you and the band?
SH: Löwin is “lioness” in German. I always really loved reading about 
lionesses. They’re the hunters but also the mothers, both creating and 
destroying life. I liked the duality of that because I wanted to make music 
that was bold and big but lyrically, I mostly write about how I feel so 
there’s some softness to the songs too.
EB: How did you go about recording your first full album? 

Applause Archive
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SH: The first EP we did mostly live in a studio in Austin. It was very guitar 
driven because at that point I wanted to make rock n roll. What I consider 
our first actual album, Heavy as the Sun, we recorded a lot differently, 
using multiple studios and engineers. We rehearsed a lot and rehashed 
song arrangements til they felt right. I did a lot of synth overdubs and 
vocal layering once “basics” were tracked (drums, bass, guitars).
EB: What is the music scene in Austin like, and how, if at all, 
does it affect the sound of your music?
SH: I don’t think I’ve been influenced by the scene here but definitely 
inspired. Pre-Covid, I was out at shows a few times a week seeing new 
bands. The music scene here is pretty diverse genre-wise, so it was normal 
to see a Tejano band the same night as an indie rock band.
EB: How have you managed to keep your band’s music alive 
during the pandemic?
SH: I actually took 2020 off almost completely to focus on writing. This 
is the longest I’ve gone without playing a show in my life. My last show 
was March 2020 with a band I toured with called Golden Dawn Arkestra. 
I’ve done a couple livestreams and posted videos to my socials here and 
there, but honestly I needed some down time.
 Being a full time creative is hard work. I rarely said no to any 
kind of musical opportunity that came my way and I was pretty burnt out 
because of it. They say you can’t pour from an empty cup and I was most 
certainly drained dry. So long story short, I took a break to keep music 
alive for me.
EB: What do you and your band have planned for 2021?
SH: I’m finishing up some recordings and releasing a series of singles as 
a solo artist this year. Aside from releasing songs and videos I’m not sure 
what’s in store this year but I’m taking it one song at a time.
EB: Aside from your music, what are some of your other areas 
of interest that have occupied you since leaving SOA?
SH: I started teaching (piano, guitar, and voice) about 5 years ago and 
really fell in love with it. I ride my bike and swim a lot and have plans 
to do a sprint triathlon this year. I miss surfing a lot so I started roller 
skating for fun several years ago and had a brief stint playing roller derby 
(nowadays I just go to skateparks for fun). Other than that I cook a lot and 
garden - you know, boring adult stuff. :)

Where Were They Then? 
by Will Brown

Will Brown interviewed English teacher Mr. Patrick Martin about his 
life before SOA.

Will Brown: Where were you raised? What are some of your 
fondest memories?
Mr. Patrick Martin: My family is originally from Winnsboro, SC, but 
we moved to Chase City, a small town in rural south-central Virginia 
when four. It was such a small town that we would ride our bikes to Main 
Street and buy ice cream and hang out. 
WB: Can you share a funny or sweet story you remember from 

your childhood? 
PM: I won the Pinewood Derby when I was in 4th grade and got my 
picture in the paper. My car kept losing a wheel, and I still beat my 
friend’s older brother.

WB: What was school like for you growing up? How do you 
think your school shaped you?  
PM: Things were pretty good until about third grade. I had three 
poorly behaved older brothers, so by the time I got to a teacher they 
were already suspicious of me. Mrs. Carter, my third grade teacher, 
saw my last name and put my desk in the corner on day one. I 
suppose this taught me 
that teachers can have 
a powerful impact on 
students. 
WB: Did you look 
up to anyone in your 
younger life? If so, 
who and why?  
PM: I looked up to my 
siblings. My two oldest 
brothers were nine and 
ten years older, so they 
seemed infinitely cool. 
WB: What did life 
after high school 
look like for you? 
PM: I moved to 
Charleston with some 
friends right after high school graduation. There were six of us living 
in a two-bedroom carriage house on Logan Street. Even though 
I attended college in Virginia, I continued to move to Charleston 
every summer, get a job, and take classes at College of Charleston. 
Back then, living in downtown Charleston was much less expensive 
than it is now, and I remember how exciting it was to walk to class 
and work and around downtown. 
WB: What made you want to pursue a career in education? 
PM: I feel like I had some really bad experiences in school and some 
really good ones too. I was not very self-assured in middle school; 
I was intensely anxious. It was really tough, and I never connected 
with any teachers. I struggled and eventually failed 7th grade. In 
high school, I had two teachers who taught me to believe in myself 
and they helped me turn that belief into skills and knowledge. I 
became a teacher because I wanted to do what they did for me for 
other young people. 
WB: What kind of work did you do early in your 
professional career? 
PM: My first job was cooking at Hardee’s, but I have been a teacher 
since the day after I graduated from college. My first job was at a 
junior boarding school in Connecticut. I was twenty-one and living 
in a dorm with fifth graders and teaching freshman English. It was 
crazy. I got one evening off a week and one weekend off a month. 
Those were the only times I was not on duty. 
Rectory School, Pomfret Connecticut, 1998
WB: What are some pieces of literature that every high 
school student should read? 
PM: I would imagine it is vastly different for every student. For me 
it was Kurt Vonnegut’s Cat’s Cradle. I have seen many young people 
light up after reading Catcher in the Rye, but just today I had a 
student tell me she was moved by Bryan Stevenson’s Just Mercy. 

Mr. Martin (second fron left) wins first place 
in a Cub Scouts Pinewood Derby race

Provided

Mr. Martin’s first car: a 1976 Grand Marquis
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Food Review: Broom 
Wagon/Second State 
Coffee
by Will Brown

 Broom Wagon Coffee is the love child 
of Jeremias and Rachel Pual. The married duo 
decided to take their profound love of coffee 

and create a community where customers 
could conversate over a cup of ice coffee, a 
mocha, cappuccino, or even an exceptional 
cup of hot chocolate. As opposed to breaking 
ground to create a new building, the couple 
renovated a previously forgotten, worn down 
one and called it theirs. In a 2018 interview 
with Sprudge, the couple shared they wanted 
the space to feel “modern yet comfortable in 
order to create a welcoming environment to 
further the possibilities of coffee.” I couldn’t 
have described the feeling better myself, 
as they’ve created a warm setting that the 
majority of coffee shops strive for.
 As of this month, Broom Wagon Coffee 
joins the Second State Coffee family, making 
an incredible addition to the Mount Pleasant 
and Downtown locations. For Jeremias and 
Rachel, the decision to give their pride and 
joy to Second State wasn’t an easy one, but as 
their passion whittled and their real children 
started to grow up, they decided it was best 
to move on and Second State allowed them 
to keep the business alive so that more South 
Carolinians can reap the benefits of their 
passion.
 Many people are understandably wary 
of the “bigger business” take-over of Broom 
Wagon, but the way I see it is that you get all 
of the charming characteristics that comes 
along with a mom-and-pop style coffee shop, 
but all of the perks the bigger business has 
to offer, like a subscription where you can 
receive Second State’s coffee beans directly 
to your front door and a monthly newsletter 
where the owners delve into all sorts of topics 
from books to current events, and of course 

give frequent coffee tips and updates. For now, 
the only difference is that instead of Broom 
Wagon beans being for sale on the shelf, it’s 
Second State’s. 
 It’s becoming increasingly difficult 
for coffee shops to separate themselves from 
the rest of the pack, but for Broom Wagon, it 
seems as natural as the rain. Broom Wagon 
has crafted a special niche in the market that 
I haven’t seen many other spots do, or do 
nearly as well: waffles. Yup. Who would have 
thought that specializing in gourmet style 
waffles would have led to such a committed 
customer base? Well, apparently the same 
creative minds who coined the clever name.  
These are made to order, fluffy, golden brown, 
crunchy on the outside and soft on the inside, 
and are truly like no other. The waffle pictured 
is their peanut butter and banana waffle. This 
particular waffle is topped with glacé pecans, 
perfectly ripe bananas (likely picked from the 
garden of Eden) that are resting on a bed of 
smooth peanut butter and warm maple syrup. 
And it’s not just this waffle, every specialty 
waffle is decorated and outfitted to perfection. 
While I’ve never tried it, as the waffles have 
held on to my attention, I’ve heard the toast is 
the same, if not greater, quality than beloved 
waffles. 
 While I don’t suggest it, you could 
very well just pop in and grab a drink to go. 
If you were to commit such an atrocity, you 
definitely wouldn’t be disappointed. Jeremia’s 
worked on his brew for two years before they 
even started to look for a coffee home. This 
means that Broom Wagon provides one of the 
smoothest tastes of any local coffee shop I’ve 
tried recently. The hot chocolate is also an 
incredible choice and the perfect beverage to 
fling you into the holiday spirit. 
 All in all here are the two main 
takeaways: one; I just so happen to stumble 
across the waffle capital of Charleston and 
two; from drinks to food to the atmosphere 
there’s really nothing that Broom Wagon/
Second State Coffee is lacking in. 

Classic Album Review: You 
Don’t Mess Around with 
Jim
by Ethan Butler

 Jim Croce’s third album, You Don’t 
Mess Around With Jim, was his greatest 
commercial success, and also his last album 
to be released during his lifetime, as he died 
in 1973, one year after the album’s release. 
The album was a great contribution to the 

growing folk and soft rock music scene that 
was popular in the 1960’s and 70’s. Many 
of Croce’s works derived from his own 
life experiences, as well as urban and folk 
legends. 
You Don’t 
Mess 
Around 
With Jim 
continued 
in this 
vein, as the 
eponymous 
song from 
the album 
concerned 
a man who 
had been 
cheated 
playing pool, and went to exact his revenge. 
 For the most part, the songs in the 
album fall into the ballad category, with most 
of the characters in the songs having terrible 
luck: either going through financial hardship, 
losing a love interest, or not fitting in with 
their surroundings. All of the song’s lyrics 
were written by Croce, and his personal 
experiences contributed to a few of the songs, 
as he had been forced to take many odd jobs 
in the early 1960’s, before his works became 
popular. Some of his pensieve lyrics, from 
songs such as “Hey Tomorrow,” took on an 
even more somber tone after his premature 
death.
 The tracks on the album have fairly 
similar instrumentation, with almost every 
song being driven by an acoustic lead guitar, 
played by Croce. The song, “New York’s 
Not My Home,” featured an early electric 
keyboard, though this was the only electric 
instrument used in the recording of the 
album. The album took only about four weeks 
to record, but it had been turned down by 
more than forty record labels before finally 
getting a label. 
 In 1973, Jim Croce was at the height 
of his popularity, following the release of You 
Don’t Mess Around With Jim. One day before 
one of his most popular singles was released, 
Croce, along with members of his band and 
managers, were killed in a plane crash. That 
year, Life and Times was released, bringing 
posthumous fame to the singer-songwriter, 
and even two Grammy nominations.  
 However, the last album he was alive 
to release is the one he is best remembered 
for, and rightfully so. It brought attention to a 
promising musician, close to beginning, and 
ultimately the end of a promising career. 

Reviews
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Contemporary Movie 
Review: The Trial of the 
Chicago 7
by Clara Collins

 The Trial of the Chicago 7 is a well-
made movie that is almost sure to pick up a 

few Oscar nominations, and for good reason. 
 Sorkin is, of course, a fantastic 
screenwriter; The Trial of the Chicago 7’s 
script was one of the best of 2020. His 
trademark rhythmic dialogue is like pure 
poetry, and it translates incredibly well to 
a courtroom drama. The snappy back and 
forth that made Sorkin famous is very, very 
funny, and makes The Trial of the Chicago 7 a 
remarkably entertaining film. 
 The extensive cast is mostly 
exceptional. Sacha Baron Cohen, who, I 
have to admit, is one of my favorite actors, 
is perhaps the only person alive capable of 
playing Abbie Hoffman well. Hoffman is the 
closest thing the film has to a main character, 
save for Eddie’s Redymane’s dull Tom 
Hayden, and even when he’s not written well, 
Baron Cohen portrays him with incredible 
accuracy and skill. 
 The consistently good Jeremy Strong 
is almost unrecognizable as Jerry Rubin, and 
he and Baron Cohen strike a perfect balance 
between their characters’ very real passion 
for the cause and the sense of humor that 
fueled their outlandish stunts.  
 Yahya Abdul-Mateen II, who plays 
co-founder of the Black Panther Party Bobby 
Seale, is another standout. Seale’s case is 
quickly separated from the Seven’s, but 
Abdul-Mateen II’s unforgettable performance 
is the one that will stick with audiences the 
longest. 

 However, Sorkin is not a particularly 
skilled director. He’s fine, sometimes even 
good or great, but the film could have been 
significantly improved under a seasoned 
director like David Fincher or Danny 
Boyle, who have both worked with Sorkin 
previously. The first ten or so minutes of the 
film are taken up by a near-perfect montage 
establishing who each of the eight defendants 
are. It’s a lot of fun, it’s inventive, and it does 
a lot of heavy-lifting exposition-wise, as it’s 
likely many of the characters are mostly 
unfamiliar to the audience. But the film is 
lacking other bits of clever camera work that 
elevate the script. 
 The other thing that would have come 
with another director: someone to tell Sorkin 
“no.” 
 Sorkin’s biggest problem is that he 
often sees characters as extensions of himself, 
existing only as mouthpieces for his musings 
on morality and politics. The West Wing’s 
idealistic and unrealistic characters became 
part of its charm, but it seems more glaringly 
obvious here, especially in the scene where 
Abbie Hoffman testifies to the court with 
a beautifully written speech that couldn’t 
be further from the real Abbie Hoffman’s 
testimony. 
 Every character in The Trial of the 
Chicago 7 was also a real, complicated 
person, but Sorkin clearly had little interest 
exploring these fascinating figures of history, 
or really, portraying them accurately. The 
majority of the film’s biggest and most 
emotional scenes, including the ending, are 
completely fictional. They’re well-written 
scenes, and they work, but perhaps not as 
well as scenes based in historical fact could 
have.
 Sorkin wanted this to be an important 
film, even directly stating he intended for it to 
be a reflection of modern day events, but he’s 
erased the true heart of the real Trial of the 
Chicago Seven, the very thing that made it 
important in the first place.  

Classic Movie Review: 
Reservoir Dogs
by Peter O’Malley

 Quentin Tarantino’s 1992 film 
Reservoir Dogs follows a group of criminals 
shortly after a failed diamond heist. 
Throughout the film, the criminals, played by 
Harvey Keitel, Steve Buscemi, and Michael 
Madsden, realize that there is an undercover 
cop amongst them. Somewhat of a civil war 

between the characters, they try to find out 
who the spy is. A combination of drama and 
mystery, Reservoir Dogs is the film that set 
in motion Tarantino’s reputation for iconic, 
quality films.
 At the time, Quentin Tarantino had 
lived in Los Angeles for eight years, with 
no hugely successful films. With nothing to 
lose, he managed to write this film in three 
weeks. Harvey Keitel, known for his role in 
films such as Taxi Driver and Mean Streets, 
showed interest in the film and signed on to 
do it, adding his prominence to an otherwise 
obscure film. The film set Tarantino on track 
to write and direct films such as Pulp Fiction, 
Kill Bill, and many others. 
 Unlike many other films, Reservoir 
Dogs manages to tell a captivating story while 
using a very modest budget. With only $1.2 
million, Tarantino brought Reservoir Dogs 
to life. Much unlike large-budget movies that 
take place in many places, this one could be 
compared to a play, in that it uses very basic 
locations, such as the warehouse the majority 
of the film takes place in. A film does not 
necessarily need exquisite sets or super well-
known locations to be good, and Reservoir 

Dogs is a great example of that.
 Reservoir Dogs also manages to 
convey an excellent sense of mystery, with 
not only the main characters, but the viewers 
trying to solve who the impostor of the group 
is. The men are torn apart when they realize 
there is a spy. Accusations are thrown about, 
and the men almost kill each other. The 
tension displayed in this film leaves viewers 
on the edge of their seats, wanting to watch 
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the film again.
 As Tarantino’s directorial debut, 
Reservoir Dogs tells a great story of drama 
and mystery. Packed with suspense and 
tension, it introduced Academy Award 
winning director Quentin Tarantino to 
audiences around the world. Reservoir 
Dogs is the seminal film that brought forth 
Tarantino’s iconic directorial career.

Streaming Series Review: 
The Mandalorian Season 2
by Peter O’Malley

This review contains no major plot spoilers.

 Since it was acquired by Disney in 
2012, the 
Star Wars 
franchise’s 
latest additions 
have been met 
with mixed 
reviews. The 
Mandalorian, 
however, has 
been widely 
considered to 
have brought 
back the iconic 
feel of Star 
Wars many 
love, reviving 
the franchise. 
A much 
different take 
on Star Wars, 
The Mandalorian follows a bounty hunter 
protecting a highly force-sensitive creature 
from Imperial forces after the second Death 
Star’s destruction. The Mandalorian is the 
product of a great cast and fantastic writers.
 Very loosely tied to the Skywalker 
Saga, The Mandalorian takes key elements 
from the Star Wars universe and uses them 
as a canvas for a parallel story. Not much 
has been shown of the galaxy directly after 
Return of the Jedi, and there is so much to 
be told. The fact that The Mandalorian takes 
place in such an undocumented time gives 
significant freedom to the series’ writers, 
Jon Favreau and Dave Filoni. Jon Favreau, a 
writer and director known for his work on Elf 
and The Marvel Cinematic Universe, knows 
how to write a great story from an already 
widely appreciated universe, while Dave 
Filoni, who has gained a great reputation 
from his work on Star Wars: The Clone Wars 
and Star Wars Rebels, knows exactly how 

to satisfy fans while telling a great story. 
The sheer craftsmanship and skill of these 
writers are evident in this installment of the 
Star Wars universe, and without them, The 
Mandalorian would be nowhere near how 
great it is.
 The first season of The Mandalorian 
was very successful. Baby Yoda, now known 
as Grogu, was a fan-favorite, and Pedro 
Pascal’s portrayal of The Mandalorian 
showed how much depth can be put into 
a seemingly stoic character. Season two 
hit the bullseye once again, building The 
Mandalorian and Grogu’s almost father-
and-son relationship. Bringing back popular 
characters and planets from The Clone Wars, 
the original trilogy, and a huge appearance 
in the last episode, this season is something 
many fans believed would not be possible. 
Though the sequel trilogy was a letdown for 
many fans, this gives a breath of fresh air to 
everyone.
 Streaming exclusively on Disney+, 
The Mandalorian is a must-watch. The series 
takes elements from and combines popular 
westerns and samurai films, creating an 
eight-part cinematic masterpiece. It proves 
that with a true sense of direction and 
knowledge of the universe, Star Wars can 
still be as incredible as it was forty years ago.

Console Review: 
Playstation 5
by Peter O’Malley

 After a very long month working to 
obtain Sony’s fifth Playstation console, I 
managed to get it. Fast loading times, better 
storage, ray tracing, it’s all there. Even with 
its disastrous launch, it is clear that the PS5 
is a step in the right direction for console 
gaming.
 No one expected this console’s release 
to be such a mess, and many people were 
hoping to be able to purchase it online on 
November 12 or possibly even in stores after 
Thanksgiving. There is so much one has 
to do to have even the smallest chance of 
buying this console, and it can be extremely 
frustrating. However, the best way for a 
consumer to purchase this Playstation 
is through the official website, direct.
playstation.com. Playstation Direct offers a 
thirty-minute countdown before the stock 
goes up and randomly gives each visitor a 
random spot to get into a queue. The queue 
is a way to counter the tens of thousands 
of bots reselling the console on eBay and 
does an excellent job doing so. Only a couple 

hundred visitors are 
allowed access to 
the website once put 
into the queue, and 
it is generally open 
for about thirty to 
forty-five minutes. 
Nevertheless, the 
chance of getting 
a high spot in the 
queue is slim to 
none. Following this 
method, I managed 
to get the console. 

After sitting through the countdown, I was 
put in the queue and miraculously given 
access to the website, only nine minutes 
after stock was up. In a race against time, I 
managed to put in my address, card info, and 
purchase the console. It arrived only two days 
later.
 Gameplay on this console is excellent. 
Spider-Man: Miles Morales, a game made 
exclusively for the PS5, fully loads in less 
than twenty seconds, and the console’s ray 
tracing makes for an incredible display of 
New York City. The ultra-fast loading times 
also make for a much more positive playing 
experience, as players do not have to wait 
for minutes at a time to start the game. 
Another key feature of the Playstation 5 is its 
controller. The first of the DualSense series, 
this controller’s adaptive triggers and haptic 
feedback bring forth a very realistic feel best 
demonstrated on Astro’s Playroom, a free 
game pre-loaded onto the console designed 
to showcase the DualSense controller. In this 
game, simple things such as pulling a rope 
or going through a windy area are brought 
to life through the next-gen controller’s 
features. It’s very impressive, and I’m curious 
to see how game developers utilize it in future 
games.
 The console design itself is 
questionable, as it is much larger than its 
predecessor, the Playstation 4. Rather than 
the rectangular design of the PS4, the PS5 
has very curved, fin-like sides that do not 
seem necessary. Sony is clearly going for a 
futuristic, space-age design, but I find it very 
bulky and tough to transport. It is a very bold 
design, but I consider it to be a significant 
flaw. Compared to the Xbox Series X, which 
has a tall, fridge-like design, it does not hit 
the mark. 
 The Playstation 5 is a powerful, 
impressive console that has opened the 
doors to a bright future of gaming. With a 
revolutionary controller and tons of great 
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specs, it proves to be a great upgrade from 
2013’s Playstation 4. If you can get your hands 
on it, there is no doubt that you’ll enjoy it. 

Console Review: Xbox 
Series X
by Charlie Hastings

 The new Xbox Series X just dropped 
and people are buzzing about the new upgrade. 
The leap from the previous Xbox One spinoffs 
like the Xbox X is dramatic, though some say 
it’s not enough. I say that at least Xbox is still 
the best console around. Sorry PS5 people, 
but your console looks like the world’s biggest 
wifi router and yet it still sounds like a jet 
engine that drank too many Bangs. I won’t 
bore anybody with the actual schematics, but 
just know that the Xbox could probably handle 
running the entire library of congress and GTA 
5 at the same time. Unlike the PS5, which, like 
my school chromebook i’m writing this on, can 
barely handle two tabs. The new Xbox is also 
small, portable, and sleek, good for gaming 
on the go. It’s got a model that doesn’t use a 
disc intake too, making it even more sleek and 
portable. Also, don’t make me bring up the clear 
superiority of all the Xbox exclusives, such as 
Forza, Sunset Overdrive, Sea of Thieves, and 
all the Halo games. The Halo franchise alone 
single handedly 
p r o v e s 
that Xbox 
exclusives are 
S-tier games, 
far above 
games like 
S p i d e r m a n , 
which is what 
P l a y s t a t i o n 
p e o p l e 
c o n s t a n t l y 
cite as the sole 
reason for their 
console being better. I’ve got news for you 
Playstation, if I want to watch some fool flip off 
buildings and punch giant lizards and rhinos, 
I’ll watch the cable news in Florida. 
 Last issue Peter was out here discussing 
the frames per second and stuff like that, 
but the true believers in good exclusives and 
superior processing power know the best 
option for their next console is the Xbox Series 
X. And with that, I leave you with this. While 
the Xbox and the PS5 are both 499 USD, you’re 
paying for far more when you buy the Xbox. 
So get some bang for your buck and go to the 
console aisle in Best Buy, because you know 
which one to get. 

Classic Book Review: Ariel
by Katie Forrester

Published posthumously in 1965, Ariel marked 
a turning point in Syvlia Plath’s poetry from 
her 1960 collection The Colossus—a shift 
from the beautiful but emotionally restrained, 
delicately crafted poems of her early career to 
Ariel’s creative outburst of verses grappling 
with the intensely personal, taboo feelings 
of women living in the 60s. Plath’s work, 
considered amongst poetry’s confessional 
movement, was inspired by poets such as 
Robert Lowell and Anne Sexton, who explored 
similarly dark psychic landscapes. Many of 
Plath’s culturally recognizable poems from 
her second collection—“Morning Song,” “Lady 
Lazarus,” “Tulips,” “Ariel,” “Fever 103”—are 
characterized by Plath’s poignant confessions 
exploring her inner contradictions and fears 
as a woman of the 60s, poet, mother, wife, 
and psychiatric patient and the haunting 
imagery that follows. Her unique voice as 
a poet juxtaposing tongue-in-cheek humor 
with profoundly serious themes makes her, 
as Robert Lowell states in his introduction to 
Ariel, one of many “great classical heroines.”
 Plath emerged as a young poet in a 
transitional 
period of 
American history 
where women 
left the workforce 
as men returned 
from war to 
fill these roles, 
forcing many 
women to settle 
into their pre-
WWII roles of 
housewives and 
mothers. Plath 
felt alienated 
amongst 
other women 
of her time, 
paralyzed in 
her own indecisiveness of whether to become 
a mother or to fully devote herself to the 
pursuit of writing—two choices that felt 
mutually exclusive as a woman after WWII, 
and one Plath recognized her literary male 
counterparts didn’t have to face. Ariel serves 
as a mouthpiece for the dark underbelly 
of American post-war culture, its poems 
saturated with images of war, unseen facets of 
motherhood, feminine anguish, and archaic 
psychiatric care. After her death, the fact that 

Plath’s husband, Ted Hughes, altered and 
re-ordered her manuscript of Ariel to end 
on ghastly autobiographical pieces while she 
originally intended the collection to conclude 
on poems about bumblebees is reflective of 
Plath becoming a figure instantly associated 
with her death and the questions surrounding 
it. However, Ariel, in its unflinching 
exploration of femininity, social isolation, and 
rebirth, deserves to stand on its own merit.
 Plath’s dark lyricism in the 
confessional style and ability to portray 
domestic settings and objects as nightmarish 
has made her one of the most known 
American poets of the twentieth century. Her 
writings are explorations of her own feelings 
on gender, motherhood, illness, marriage, 
betrayal, and her inner contradictions of 
wanting to simultaneously be a good mother 
and the best artist. Plath’s outlook is never 
one-dimensional and without contradictions 
for the read to explore, articulated by the 
simultaneous detachment and affection 
mothers can feel described in her poem, 
“Morning Song,”—“Love set you going like 
a fat gold watch. The midwife slapped your 
foot soles, and your bald cry / Took its place 
amongst the elements” and later in the poem, 
“Your mouth opens clean as a cat’s. The 
window square / Whitens and swallows its 
dull stars. And now you try / Your handful 
of notes; The clear vowels rise like balloons.” 
Ariel’s relevance remains Plath’s insight into 
the experience of being a woman in America 
and her intricate depictions of illness, 
inspiring female poets after her and placing 
these issues at the forefront of the canon. 

The Top Songs of 2020
by Kenya Hines

2020 had its ups and downs, emphasis on 
the downs. But, one thing that helped us get 
through it was music. It brought us together 
when we couldn’t be near each other. It gave us 
comfort and times when we had no hope. SOA 
students were asked to pick their favorite songs 
from this list. Here are SOA’s top 10 songs of 
2020.
1. Watermelon Sugar- Harry Styles
2. WAP- Cardi B ft Megan Thee Stallion
3. Say So- Doja Cat ft Nicki Minaj
4. Blinding Lights- The Weeknd
5. Life Goes On- BTS
6. Circles- Post Malone
7. The Box- Roddy Ricch
8. Positions- Ariana Grande
9. Savage- Megan Thee Stallion
10. Cardigan- Taylor Swift



TriviaPage 22 January 2021
2021 Future Trivia

by Charlie Hastings
Now that 2020 is over and done with, let’s forget about all the wildfires 
and viruses. We’ll look to the future this trivia issue and test some 
students about what they know is to come this year in 2021. 

Questions:

1. The Olympic Games will be held this year in what city?
2.NASA is launching a new space telescope this year. What is 
it called?
3.Speaking of space, NASA will launch the first unmanned 
flight of its moon program. What is the program called?
4.On what day will president elect Joe Biden be inaugurated?
5. What international song contest that was cancelled for 
2020 will return in 2021?
6.What famous retired boxer will Jake Paul fight in February 
2021?
7. Come February 7th, how Super Bowl championships will 
have taken place?
8.On what date will most high school seniors receive their 
regular decision college acceptances?
9.What age group will be the last to get the coronavirus 
vaccine?
10. Production of Tesla’s new truck model will start in 2021, 
what is the truck called?

Answers 

1.Tokyo

2.The James
Webb Telescope

3.Artemis

4.January
20th

5.Eurovision

6.Floyd
Mayweather

7.55

8.April 1st

9.Kids fifteen
and under

10. The
Cybertruck

1. Chicago
2. Archimedes?
3. Apollo 21
4. January 20th
5. America’s
Got Talent
6. Rocky
7. 58
8. May 21st
9. Ages 12-20
10Thanos Car

Tyler Bas
10th Grade

2/10

1. Tokyo
2. Orion
3. Luna
4. February 21st
5. Eurovision
6. Rocky?
7. 66
8. April 15th
9. Kids under
fifteen?
10. Cybertruck

Ben Hudd
12th Grade

5/10
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January Spotify Playlist
by Katie Forrester

Visit “SOA Applause” on Spotify or scan the code below to listen.

The Steps - HAIM 
Kyoto - Phoebe Bridgers
Lost in Yesterday - Tame Impala
53.49 - Childish Gambino
Meet Me At Our Spot - WILLOW
Kerosene! - Yves Tumor 
Good Days - SZA
Who - My Ugly Clementine
Silver Lining - The Neighborhood
Guilty Conscience - 070 Shake
The Adults Are Talking - The 
Strokes
Guys - The 1975
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Help Mr. Help Mr. 
Martin find Martin find 
his Pinewood his Pinewood 
Derby car’s Derby car’s 
wheel!wheel!

SOA Sudoku!SOA Sudoku!

New Year’s New Year’s 
Crossword!Crossword!



“Eating healthy!”

-Gerard Mikell, Junior Theatre

“Staying on a diet.”

-Ms. B, Custodian

“To stop eating chocolate.”

-Mr. Harvey, Piano
“To study more.”

-Jeremiah Collins, Sophomore 
Band

“Trying to be more organized.”

-Mrs. Majewski, Media Clerk

“That I was going to exercise 4 
days a week.”

-Mrs. Foster, High School 
English

“Have more friends.”

-Avea Diamond, Senior 
Strings

“Getting to bed early.”

-Maya Yanes, 7th Grade Visual Arts

“Spending less money.”

-Ellie Garner, Junior Band

What’s a New Year’s 
resolution you can 

never keep?

by Ethan Butler, Kenya Hines, and 
Nic Tuemler

“To stop taking nap breaks in 
the hallway.”

-Aydan Reimer, Senior Dance

Question of the MonthPage 24 January 2021
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