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Editor’s Page

Applause

From the Editor

Dear Readers,
It’s crazy we’re already two months into the new
school year! School’s in full swing, and Theatre is already
putting on their production of Macbeth on October 18th and
19th, the focus of our October issue. Flip to page 22 to see the
cast list and Judith Hamrick’s interviews with the cast.
As a Strings Major, I’ve really enjoyed rehearsing
daily with the entire Symphony and Sinfonietta. It’s my
favorite part of the day, and though we’re still very much in
this pandemic, it’s incredible we can continue daily rehearsals.
I’m sure the other eight majors would agree that, artistically,
this fully in-person school year has proven to be such a huge
step up from last year.
On Sunday, October 10, the renowned Emerson String
Quartet visited Charleston, with a phenomenal performance
at the Gaillard Center. I’ve been a fan of their recordings for
many years and had the privilege to interview their violist,
Lawrence Dutton, on Friday, October 8th. I encourage you
to check out the interview on page 8. Huge thanks to The
Gaillard Center and Mr. Dutton for making this possible.
I hope you enjoy the newest installment of Applause.
It’s been so great to put together, even having finished it on
my way back home from a wedding gig!
Your Editor-In-Chief,
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SOA Fall Athletes Enjoying Great Seasons
by Giovanni Cusatis

Each issue, Applause catches up with our athletes who participate for
their home schools.

Relay, and the 400 Free Relay. His goals for the season are to make
state and to make a huge drop in his event times. Rory’s first meet
was in early September. The first meet is always challenging, “but the
people there make it better and very enjoyable.”
		
Ramere Kelly is a Sophomore Theatre Major who
plays Junior Varsity football for
West Ashley. He is starting his
second season as a running back and
outside linebacker. He started playing
football at five years old, mainly for
recreational teams. Ramere practices
every Monday-Wednesday. Practices
can be very tiring because of the
constant movement and physicality.
His personal goals this season are to
“play (his) positions on both sides
of the ball correctly and to lead (his)
team to victory.” His team is 2-1 so far.
They most recently beat Stall 36-0.
James Herring is a Sophomore Visual
Ramere celebrates after a 36-0
Arts Major. He started long distance
victory against Stall
running over COVID and he is beginning
his second year on North Charleston
High School’s Cross Country
team. He joined North Charleston
because, “(he) thought it would be
a good fit.” His team meets every
weekday. They normally run their
distance, which for James is a 5k.
His goal this season is to make it
to the lower state meet. He has
already had his first meet in which
he ran a 19:40 5k.
Provided

Provided

Provided

SOA athletes AJ Gathers, Rory Condon, Ramere Kelly, and
James Herring are all having great fall seasons for their respective
schools.
AJ Gathers
is a Junior Vocal
Major who plays
Varsity
football
for Wando. This is
his fourth season
on the team as
a running back.
He played a lot
of sports growing
up, “But football
is where (he) just
clicked.”
When
AJ Gathers (Number 26) runs the ball up the field.
he was younger
he won a state
championship playing recreational. In 7th grade he moved on to play
for Moultrie where his team won the middle school title. Soon after, he
was nominated to play in the Carolina Bowl, which picks some of the
best players in the state to go and compete against North Carolina’s
team. In 8th grade he joined Wando and was invited back to the
Carolina Bowl. AJ has practice Monday-Thursday for two and a half
hours, and has games on Friday. His goals this season are to have a
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James Herring (In blue jacket) meets
with his team before their meet.

Rory Condon takes a breath while competing in one of his events.

good season after having last year cut short because of an injury, and
to get his name out and maybe “get a shot to play at the next level in
college.” His team is 2-2 so far.
Rory Condon is a Junior Vocal Major on the Varsity JICHS
swim team. He began swimming at the age of five for the Fort- Johnson
Swim Team. Swimming was a tradition in his family, as both of his
older brothers swam. This is his first year on James Island and he plans
to swim with them next year. Rory normally has practice four times a
week. They practice their events on a time interval to gain speed and
distance. Rory normally competes in the 50 Free, 100 Back, 200 Free

SOA seniors celebrate field day on Wednesday, October 13.
“They didn’t take attendance, isn’t that crazy?” -Yosef Chang
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A Closer Look at the Arts: The Influence
of Thespis on Theatre
by Aryana Chinn

Sign of the Month:
“Fair is Foul, and Foul is Fair”
Demonstrated by Rio Dong
11th Grade ASL & Deaf Culture

Wikipedia

Each month, Aryana
Chinn takes a closer
look at the history of
each art major.
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The choir wails
and chants, and the
dancers creep around the
round stage. One man
stands in the middle,
shouting as loud as
possible to reach the
audience sitting on the
A carving of Thespis
hillside. He switches the
masks he is holding and starts the final piece of monologue. With a
dramatic flourish, he slowly shouts each word of the final sentence to
make this last cry stick. His character dies, he falls to the floor, and the
choir goes silent.
Some of these scenes may seem familiar, such as the actor’s
performance and a backup choir, but some of them may seem weird. A
hillside? Masks? Where are the other actors? What’s being described
is one of the first plays, led by the first actor: Thespis.
He was born in Athens somewhere in 500 B.C. Thespis was a
priest worshiping the god Dionysus, who is the Greek god of wine and
fertility. The Greek people performed musical performances and poetry
exhibitions in honor of Dionysus. Thespis led these performances and
introduced new techniques by combining poetry and chorus for a brand
new form of entertainment: theater. He performed long monologues,
used masks to portray various characters, and directed his singing
troupe in many tragedies. If it wasn’t clear already, his name is where
the word thespian comes from.
Tragedies became very popular, especially with the political
leaders, who encouraged Thespis to perform at festivals. Pisistratus, an
influential military leader and ruler, commissioned Thespis to perform
plays during the Festival of Dionysia. This led to Thespis gaining his
first award for the best tragedy in 534 BC.
Theater today is very different from what Thespis was doing,
and that is probably a good thing. The plays he and the other actors put
on in the festivals were usually day-long affairs held outside with their
audience seated on the Athenian hillsides. They had a small wooden
stage for the main actors to perform on and a primitive set to give a bit
of atmosphere. The theater has undoubtedly come a long way!
Thespis’ contributions to the world of drama sparked many
others to contribute. Aeschylus, alive just fifty years after Thespis,
scripted the first few Greek tragedies. He added a unique aspect to
his plays: the use of multiple actors. He wrote seven plays, including
a trilogy called The Oresteia, a tribute to Athens’ return to power after
a period of chaos. Not long after him, Sophocles and Euripides joined
the industry.
Much has changed about the way theater operates since Thespis’
rise, but one thing that will never change is the dramatic behavior of
actors and the magic they bring on stage. The work these individuals
put in hopefully inspires new actors to experiment and create.
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Lawrence Dutton

emersonquartet.com

The internationally renowned Emerson Quartet, playing together for
only two more years, visited Charleston on October 10th for a riveting
performance of Haydn’s Seven Last Words of Christ and Beethoven’s Op.
132 String Quartet in A Minor. Peter O’Malley had the chance to speak
with violist Lawrence Dutton over the phone to talk about the quartet
and its forty-five-year history.

Peter O’Malley: What was your high school experience like? Did
you play chamber music or participate in a youth orchestra?
Lawrence Dutton: I was fortunate to live close to New York, and the
original violin teacher I had got me to one of the great violin pedagogues
on Long Island. She was one of the assistants of Ivan Galamian, one of
the great violin pedagogues of the 20th century, with students such as
Itzhak Perlman and Michael Rabin, and Pinchas Zukerman. Her name
was Margaret Pardee, and the three assistants were Margaret Pardee,
Sally Thomas, and Dorothy DeLay, who was maybe the most famous on
her own. I was very fortunate that my original violin teacher got me to
The renowned Emerson Quartet: (left to right) Paul Watkins, cello, Eugene Drucker
Margaret Pardee. My first experience playing chamber music was at a little
and Philip Setzer, violin, Lawrence Dutton, viola
music camp in the summer of seventh grade. I didn’t really know anything
about chamber music at that point, but the Lenox String Quartet happened
PO: Were there any other art forms growing up that you were
to be at this camp. That must have sort of woken something up in me, and
inspired by?
a couple years later, I was at the Juilliard Pre-College, where I started to
LD: No, but I did play rock n’ roll when I was in high school. I played
experience chamber music. Then I switched to viola my last year of high
electric violin.
school, which was when I started playing a lot of chamber music. That
really became my passion. And my parents didn’t know anything about
PO: What brought you to the Juilliard School for college?
music; I was one of these strange kids that just did it through the public
LD: I had gone there in high school from the Juilliard Pre College, and
school system. I was lucky to have people watching out for me and getting
then I left. For a lot of reasons, I felt like I needed to get out of New York,
me to the right teachers.
so I went to Eastman School of Music for two years. I had a lot of fun,
and I say fun because I was doing all kinds of stuff like jazz fusion and
PO: When you switched to viola, did you find a change in
other stuff. But then I realized, “Oh wow, I gotta go back and get serious.”
perspective when playing in an ensemble?
Then I came back to Juilliard, where I had four years with Lillian Fuchs.
LD: I embraced the voice of the viola, the range of it. I can sort of compare
And then, from there, I was fortunate to make a connection when the
it, not that I’m comparing myself to William Primrose, but he was a violin
original violist of the Emerson, Guillermo Figueroa, decided when they
player too. He switched to viola, and he had very big hands, which made it
were becoming professionals that he didn’t want to be in the quartet. I
more natural. I don’t know; I love the sound.
auditioned for the Emerson and got in. I did that when I was twentythree years old. Long time ago.
PO: In high school, what was your practice routine like?
LD: I practiced a great deal when I was in high school. Once I started
PO: What advice do you have for young chamber ensembles
with Margaret Pardee, I had to really, really focus like crazy. That was like
that are just starting out now?
another level, which I had never seen. The level of her students was worldLD: I think, in reality, in many ways, it’s always been tough. String
class at that point, so it took a big effort from me to kind of get up to that
quartets became more popular in the 60s, and I give credit to the
level.
original Juilliard Quartet, who were really our mentors, and the
Guarneri Quartet. The Guarneri Quartet really made string quartets a
PO: Who inspired you as a young musician?
star attraction. And if they hadn’t, we wouldn’t be here. We’re really
LD: When I was in high school, one of the younger students of Margaret
part of a tradition, and I think the way people listen to music now, and
Pardee, also on Long Island, his dad collected a lot of outstanding records,
the way people can access music, and what people are interested in has
and I’d go over and listen. He knew a lot more at that point than I did
changed so much. I find a lot of young groups are having to do more than
because my parents were non-musicians. I went over to his house one day,
just playing classical music. I have to say; we’re kind of the dinosaurs
and he was playing the recordings of the Budapest String Quartet. I was
that are becoming extinct, because we’ve been fortunate to make a living
like, “Wow!” listening to great chamber music recordings of Budapest,
touring and playing concerts. That’s not so much the case now for the
and great playing of David Oistrakh and Rostropovich, Fritz Kreisler, and
younger groups. I think it’s much more challenging. But, we have a great
William Primrose.
program at our school called The Emerson String Quartet Institute,
where we have absolutely extraordinary groups working and playing,
and some of them are really committed to doing it. It’s a sacrifice, and
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PO: You’re on the faculty at SUNY Stony Brook, the Robert
McDuffie Center for Strings, the Manhattan School of Music,
and have performed with Emerson since 1976. How do you
balance teaching, performing, and other activities?
LD: To be honest, every string quartet, even going back to the old
quartets like the Budapest, The Guarneri, The Juilliard Quartet, has
always been connected to the Juilliard School, right? Unless you’re in an
orchestra or something, how do you get health benefits and things like
that? If you don’t have that, you can be in big trouble. Having that is very
important, having some kind of a connection to a university. And the
balancing of that, well, I’ve enjoyed the teaching a lot. I find the teaching
is an education in itself. I mean, it really is. You learn a lot, and with
teaching, there’s no question about that.
The Emerson’s calling it quits in two years, after this season
and next season. And I have this association with Stony Brook and the
McDuffie Center for Strings. And then you’ve gotta realize, yeah, we’ve
gotta pass this great tradition of this great music, and make people
understand how that music has been carried through since the time
it was written, and how to communicate that to audiences. What we
know as string quartet players is that we know it’s some of the greatest
music ever written. To me, the late Beethoven quartets, the Schubert
Cello Quintet, the Brahms Clarinet Quintet, the late works of all these
guys are some of the greatest personal statements of mankind. They’re
extraordinary works of art, and in this modern world, we need to
make sure that we keep that going. Popular culture is not necessarily a
profound experience.
PO: What does a rehearsal in The Emerson Quartet look like?
LD: Well, it really depends. If we’re revisiting a Beethoven string
quartet, it’s about making sure that we’re playing it well, meaning we’re
conscious of keeping a flow or making sure that our sense of time is
there. I think time is so important, and being able to not just play random
different tempos. Beethoven, you can’t do that, ever. You can do that
more in Romantic music, but even there, you have to keep things more
organized. And then you have to make sure about balance, intonation,
articulation, and color. It’s a lot of stuff. A lot of that stuff we’ve been
doing so long, it’s kind of automatic. Sometimes you go like, “What are
we doing here? That doesn’t make any sense.” Something will pop out,
and you can kind of feel it. We know, almost automatically, when things

are not quite working out.
PO: What will you miss most once The Emerson Quartet stops
touring? What will you miss less?
LD: It’s kind of interesting. I will miss playing the music, but in many
ways, I will not necessarily miss the hard work. It doesn’t get easier as
you get older, and to keep it to the highest level, takes a lot. The way that
I’m thinking, I have other ideas about stuff, what I want to do. I have
some other projects that I’d like to do. I think it’s time to say, “Hey, let’s
have other string quartets get a crack at this stuff.” I have some ideas of
other projects that I’d like to do, of different music than string quartets.
I would actually like a little more free time to pursue some other stuff,
too. One of my very closest friends is a great jazz bass player; his name is

Sandra Nikolajevs

not all of them will be able to survive, they may have to do something
else, but if they wanted badly enough to find ways to stay together, if
they’re exceptional, they’ll have to be pretty tough competition. They
have to be able to say, “Well, I’m going to go out and form a quartet,”
and go and play a hundred concerts a season. We came in at the right
time. I think right now, this kind of influx of string quartets, the growth
of string quartets, happened because a lot of people had programs;
string quartet programs with various graduate schools. And hardly
every new conservatory will have a new program. And there’s so many
more competitions. When we did our one and only competition, the
Naumburg, in 1978, that was pretty much it. There might have been one
other competition in London or something, but there weren’t many back
then. But now, there’s so many competitions. So, it’s changed. General
audiences think competitions are great, but you know what Béla Bartók
once said: “Competitions are for race horses, not artists.” He, himself,
entered a competition as a composer, and he didn’t win. It was kind
of absurd. Another composer won who was not anywhere on the same
planet as Béla Bartók, and that’s even more bizarre. That’s about the
music itself that was written. A good performance is a good performance,
but a piece of music; that’s a little harder to make a judgment on.
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Peter O’Malley and Lawrence Dutton, backstage at the Gaillard Center

John Patitucci. He played with Chick Corea for ten years; he played with
Wayne Shorter, those are the guys that come out of Miles Davis, from
the Miles Davis period. And John is extraordinary. In the jazz world, he’s
regarded as one of the greatest jazz bass players, but he also loves the
classical stuff. We try to do some stuff together, and he’s written me a lot
of music, so that’s something we want to kind of explore, concertizing
with that.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------At intermission I was fortunate to be ushered backstage. After sharing
an elevator ride with Emerson String Quartet violinist Philip Setzer
(who showed me how to put on a mask while holding a rare violin) and
cellist Paul Watkins, I was able to meet Lawrence Dutton and thank
him, in person, for taking the time for the interview.
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Junior Theatre Major Models in New York Indigenous North American
Fashion Week
Climate Change, Life in Canada

Speaks

by Remy Looper

Kenya Hines spoke with
Jordan Dunne about her
experiences
modeling
in
Fashion Week last month.

In celebration of Indigenous Peoples’ Day, Remy Looper interviewed
Josh, 15, from Newfoundland and Labrador, Canada. They came into
contact after Remy created a post online for indigenous people to have
the opportunity to speak on an issue they’re passionate about, and Josh
had many things to say on the topic of global warming.

Edwin Alvarado Photography

by Kenya Hines

Kenya
Hines:
You’ve
recently returned from
New York Fashion Week.
How was your time there?
Jordan Dunne: It was
exquisite. I had multiple
modeling
jobs
and
the
experience was great.

KH: How long have you been modeling?
JD: Since I was 11 years old. My most exciting experience was modeling
for Urica in 2019 before Covid. I modeled in NYFW in 2020 as well,
making this year my third time on the runway.

KH: How much time did
you have to practice?
JD: I didn’t have that much
time because of school, but
when I got to New York, I did
and I practiced before the
show. Each designer wants
their models to walk a certain
way.

Provided

KH: How has Covid
affected the way NYFW
runs?
JD: It’s a little bit harder
since makeup artists can’t
get too close. At times, it gets
even more hectic and all over
the place but they managed to
make it work though. There
are a lot more outside venues
now.

Jordan outside of The Met

KH: Besides the show, what was your favorite thing you did
while in New York?
JD: Overall, being in my hometown and eating my favorite food, which
is Rasta Pasta.

RL: On that topic of being
NunatuKuvatian, what is
your heritage like?
J: My heritage is quite mixed.
On my mother’s side I am
NunatuKavut Labrador Métis,
meaning that I’m of mixed
European and Nunatsiavut
Inuit descent. On my father’s
side I’m Irish and Mi’kmaq
Newfoundlander. I am more
outwardly connected to my
Newfoundland side, with my
spoken dialect comprising
almost entirely of Newfinese.
But on the inside, I relate more
with the traditional ways of
my indigenous heritage such
as being connected closely
with the land, which has taken
a turn for the worse in more
recent years.

Josh

KH: Who did you model
for?
JD: My first show was for House
of Barretti. It was set in a nice
venue and was photographed
by Getty Images. This was my
second time auditioning for
Jordan at the New York Fashion Week
them. I also modeled for Urica by
Raquel in a Met Gala inspired dress for a NYFW editorial.

Remy Looper: Tell us a bit about yourself.
Josh: My name is Josh. I’m 15 years old, and I am a proud Labradorean
and NunatuKuvatian. I’m quite the extrovert and love teaching others
about the ways of my people, so I’m glad I’m here to be interviewed!

Josh in the snowy Canadian climate he
lives in, Newfoundland and Labrador

RL: You’ve got a foot in both worlds, it sounds like. How does
that play into your daily life?
J: My identity as an indigenous person is quite indifferent here in my
community. Over 50% of people in my region are of indigenous descent,
so I fit in with my heritage. However, the colour of my skin sets me apart.
Labrador Métis aren’t the darkest indigenous groups, but as well as
being half Newfoundlander, I pass as a white person quite easily, which
doesn’t help with fitting in physically. I tend to be called white, or put in
cliques and stereotypes with them because of my hair and skin colour,
but really I’d like to fit in with my fellow Labradorimiut, not get looks
from others when I try to. But this doesn’t stop me from embracing their
culture, as the rest of my family fit in quite well. Seal hunting, ice fishing,
and camping in the -30 degrees Celsius winter in the snow and cold isn’t
foreign to me whatsoever.
RL: You’ve mentioned your drive to push for climate awareness
before our interview - has that crisis played into daily life?
J: My daily life has definitely been affected by the climate crisis. Every
day it’s becoming more apparent. In late September we set a new heat
record for the season in our whole region at 29 degrees Celsius... A few
years ago, we’d have a few feet of snow already. But each year the winter
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season has begun later and ended earlier. Last season was honestly a
horrifying wake up call to us in the communities of Labrador.
The usual snow in early October and lasting through early June turned
to 9 degrees and raining on Christmas morning, ice on the lake not
freezing until mid January, and only being 3 feet thick the entire winter
season. That’s dangerous compared to the usual ice in November being
9 feet thick. And by March and April, it was already reduced to slush.
RL: How is it affecting your way of life and your people?
J: I can speak for the people of Labrador when I say that our way of life
is in danger. Some here depend on the winter season for our livelihoods.
We use the ice that forms over our bays and inlets every day during
winter. With the warming weather, at least 2 - 3 months of time has
been removed from the ice season, meaning that people who depend on
it to travel across and hunt to feed their families just can’t. But some just
aren’t as in tune with what has been happening. Last season alone there
were multiple deaths related to people falling through the thin layer of ice.
And it’s not only lifestyle, it’s culture. Indigenous cultures less-so focus
on Gods, but rather the ways of the land and how to treat it. With our
land dying, those traditions are falling through, and it’s affecting people
mentally with depression, anxiety, substance abuse, even suicide. We
depend on the climate we have to fulfill the purposes we give ourselves,
and the loss of our land affects our lives in a more personal way than
one would imagine. Personally, it has certainly affected me. I loved the
things that we did together as a family, sharing good times and having
fun. But after last season, I realized what was really happening, and that
if nothing changes, what I did as a child won’t be there to be done with
my own children. So I informed who I could, researched as much as
possible and spread the word of the climate crisis, so that maybe people
would care about us. But I know that in the big picture, nobody will care
about the crisis being in our backyards until it is in theirs, and it’s too
late.
RL: How do you think this is going to change the world around
us?
J: I can only imagine how global warming will affect our planet in the near
future. Many areas will flood, including your own town there down south.
One can imagine the absolute catastrophes that will occur in countries
located at sea level, and the ice caps melting 24% faster each year,
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worsening the effects of climate change yet still. And it’s not only the
sea level, but the fact that climate change amplifies weather such as
hurricanes and the climate in tropical biomes (wet gets wetter, dry gets
drier). I can’t begin to comprehend the magnitude of the effects on our
civilization if we don’t change.
RL: What do you think we can do to start fixing things? What’s
your advice?
J: Our cries for help continue falling on deaf ears, so we’ll have to find
people who can tell them for us. But for individual advice I will just say
what you should already know. Carpool, turn off electronics when you
don’t need them, go outside more often, and follow through with the
ambitions you set for yourself to help halt climate change. I will, however,
inform you that not all of the carbon emissions are at the fault of greedy
industrial bureaucrats (although most of it is), but a lot of it is caused
by people like you. Just doing mundane things, like watching a video
on your phone, turning on an air conditioner, or using a dishwasher.
These things (and many more) all cause greenhouse gas emissions. So
be prepared to alter your lifestyle if anything is going to change in the
near future. My best advice is to be open for change.
RL: What would you like people reading this to know?
J: I just want to let people know that we exist and to maybe get to know
us! Because all we want is a change to stop climate change. Nakurmiik.
Definitions of Inuktitut words used in this interview:
Indigenous- “Originating or occurring naturally in a particular place;
native.” - Oxford Dictionary
NunatuKavut- Labrador Metis. “Our Ancient land.”
Nunatsiavut- Group of Inuit peoples in Northern Labrador. “Our
beautiful land.”
Metis- Mixed descent between European settlers and indigenous
peoples.
Mi’kmaq- First Nations group residing in Atlantic Canada.
Newfinese- Spoken English dialect of Newfoundlanders, derived from
Cork Irish.
Labradorimiut - “Sons of Labrador.
”Nakurmiik - “Thank you.”
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SOA Students Work as Actors on Boone
Hall Fright Nights’ Scream Team
By Kayla Herrman

Mount Pleasant’s Boone Hall Plantation has hosted an annual
Fright Nights event for the past 15 years. Known as one of the biggest
multi-attraction haunted events in South Carolina, Boone Hall Fright
Nights has emerged guests into a zombie high school, haunted fairy tales,
“Tiny the Clown’s Toy Factory,” and many more frightful attractions.
Casting for the “Scream Team” begins around late July, and auditions
are held in early September. Two SOA Junior theater majors were lucky
enough to land jobs scaring the Charleston locals this year.
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passionate as I am.” Fright Nights was a childhood memory for both RJ
and Cody, having gone to the attraction many times before being a part
of the Scream Team. Staying in character isn’t easy either; under the
sticky Charleston humidity and the long hours, actors do their best to
keep the scares frightening as possible. “Pacing. It is extremely difficult
to stay in character for long amounts of time,” Cody says. “Drinking
lots of water and hyping yourself up is what helps me.” At the end of
the long night, the actors return home, still in full makeup, and spend
up to an hour taking off all of the products applied to their faces. “It’s
extremely difficult, but it’s worth it,” Cody remarks. Both Cody and RJ
are excited to continue their work as part of the Scream Team and are
even considering working next October again.

Camp Counseling vs Friday the 13th
by Sullivan Eppes

Cody Newman

Ronald and Cody pose at Fright Night

Fright Nights has three main attractions every year: the haunted hayride,
the haunted house, and another themed scare zone. Every year, Boone
Hall rebuilds and redesigns its attractions for an original experience.
At the ticket booths, guests may purchase tickets on-site or show proof
of their online purchases. Past the booths, blaring music comes from
the DJ on the dance floor, fog machines cloud up the view of everyone
around, and food trucks with tasty treats await the guests. Three huge
signs direct the guests to the attraction of their choice. While walking
along the roped-off lines, scare actors are hidden among the crowd,
looking for unsuspecting victims.
Actors arrive an hour or two before the event starts in order to
get into costume and be assigned to a location. After standing in line for
makeup, actors are given their costumes for the night, along with their
props. Stage makeup is added to their costumes and faces to make the
experience more realistic for the guests. The gory makeup takes about 15
minutes to apply to each staff member, and when complete, the Scream
Team actors are sent out to scare.
Cody Newman and RJ Jenkins, two students at Charleston
County School of the Arts, joined the Boone Hall Fright Nights Scream
Team in 2021. With the help of their talents, both theater majors use
their acting skills to stay in character throughout the long night. Cody
says being a theater major “has provided [him] with tools on how to
improvise scenes and how to stay in character.” While working as a scare
actor is hard work, funny moments throughout the night make it worth
it. RJ Jenkins mentions, “It is still early in the season, but one of my
favorite moments was when I made some girl cower in a corner.” Cody,
on the other hand, finds joy behind the scenes: “My most memorable
moments have been being able to work on scenes with people as

This past summer, I had the opportunity to work at Camp
NoBeBoSco up in Bergen County, New Jersey. However, the thing about
this camp is that it is the same summer camp that the film Friday the 13th
was filmed in. For those who do not know, Friday the 13th is one of the
most iconic horror movies of the 1980s. So one can imagine how much
fun it was to sleep in the same woods where 10 fictional camp counselors
were killed, but for seven weeks. I thought it would be interesting to
write about some of the differences between my job and the job of the
counselors in the movie. One important detail about the movie is that
it was filmed in some parts of the camp. The counselors in the movie
were cramped up eating their food in one of the smaller lodges with
what would have been 50 kids if the camp did not get shut down. I got to
eat my food in a massive dining hall with three hundred kids. Another
crucial difference between my job and the counselors in the films is that
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they lasted less than twenty-four hours, and I lasted seven weeks. In the
film, the staff of Camp Crystal Lake violated multiple sections of their
contract and workplace youth safety rules by doing things like the devil’s
tango in the aquatics lodge and playing strip monopoly with a coworker
who was over the age of eighteen. As one might guess, those acts are
heavily frowned upon in the camp counselor industry, and if I were to
do anything of that nature, I would be fired on the spot. One thing that
Camp Crystal Lake was especially bad at was its security. I am no expert,
but I have a hunch that seeing an insane old woman out for revenge in
a summer camp without notifying someone is simply unprofessional. At
Camp Nobebosco, if we saw any adult without a wrist band, we would
report them to the office.
But realistically, I live in the real world where everything is normal
while the people in the film live in a world where a small zombie child can
survive in a lake for thirty years and be reincarnated by a lightning bolt.

Senior Theatre Majors Begin Their Theses
by Judith Hamrick

Senior Theatre majors have officially jumped headfirst into their
thesis projects, and although faced with the dark times of the pandemic,
they are certainly bounding towards their names in lights.
For their thesis, Senior Theatre majors are tasked to write and
produce a ten-minute play and perform in three to five of their peer’s
plays. The process takes place over the first semester and includes
writing drafts, doing revisions, casting, producing, and more until the
show is on its feet and ready to hit the stage. Students take all they have
learned at SOA and incorporate those skills into a one-act production
unique to its creator. The class is currently doing revisions, and many
are very excited to begin turning their visions into reality. To get to this
point, they spent the first few weeks of classes reading different materials
on how to write compelling plays, followed by one-on-one discussions
with Mr. Pickens about possible concepts. After the first drafts were
finished, an anonymous reader’s theater was conducted; that way, the
class offered constructive criticism to each show without bias. The shows
will be revised three different times with an emphasis on peer feedback.
Once revisions are complete, the class will move on to casting, rehearsing,
scoring, and ultimately performing their final thesis project.
This class is filled with a variety of students, and they have drawn
inspiration from many different aspects of life. Zachary Brinegar has
written a “family-style dramedy about growing up gay while also being
a part of the Christian church” titled Father, Mother, Sister, Brother.
He “drew inspiration from [his] own experiences growing up as a queer
person of the Christian faith, as well as from people [he has] known
throughout [his] life that has gone through similar experiences.” Patrick
Whiteside said his initial inspiration came from iconic coming-of-age
films such as The Perks of Being A Wallflower and The Edge of Seventeen,
with mental health and jealousy themes. He hopes his one-act, Murder
on Mercer St., will demonstrate how life experiences change a person’s
perspective and personality. Having been inspired by a few different SOA
alumni thesis, Sophia Sinor is working on a piece that promises a “crazy
girl character who will be unhinged and a little insightful.”
Senior thesis is in no uncertain way an arduous process. It is
time-consuming, stressful, and surely tests one’s composure as well as
time management skills. At a time when upperclassmen are applying to
colleges and planning their futures, it is quite admirable that they are
able to juggle it all and still keep excited about the work they are doing.
In addition to compiling the skills these students have learned at SOA,
thesis will also test this class’s sense of camaraderie, as they all must
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work together to support one another to be successful. It is clear that the
trials and tribulations suffered by all SOA students in the last year and
a half during the COVID-19 pandemic will not affect the bonds formed
between this class of seniors. Be sure to look out for all of the Senior
Theatre majors’ productions beginning in January and congratulate
them on a job well done.
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Sass Attack: Devious Licks

by Grace Baker

“Sass Attack” was started in 2007 by Applause
writer David Sass and has been a column for
fourteen years. Our Senior Creative Writer,
Madelynne Burt, has decided to continue
the tradition.

Madelynne Burt

Kayla Herrman

The most outrageous thing is
happening in our community, and I am not
talking about Covid-19. Christmas decorations
are already up, and it is only October. Those
two words do not even belong in the same
sentence. The leaves outside are still green,
and I am seeing aisles with twinkling icicle
lights next to styrofoam tombstones and
jack-o-lanterns. Nature is eagerly waiting to
change colors to officially commence fall, but
Christmas is seeping into their reserved time
of the year.
I saw this first-hand on the first
weekend of October as my Dad and I were making our way through
practically every store in Charleston that sells Halloween-affiliated
material to pick and prod at the newest memorabilia. You would think
people would want to usher in the new holiday since everyone’s calendar
is starving for something to celebrate, but this was not the case. “Ho,
ho, ho” echoed from a far away aisle, and it drew my attention to an
overwhelming amount of Christmas decorations. I was truly speechless
because Halloween has always been rushed out of the spotlight by
Christmas, but this year it’s much more drastic- and I have a good idea
why.
Last year, most
shelves were jammed
with
Halloween
goodies and costumes
up until a few days
before the big day like
they normally are;
this was also during
the first year of the
pandemic. When the
nationwide lockdown
started, many supply
chains ceased to
operate until further
notice,
and
the
snowball only grew
bigger from there. Currently, we are experiencing an extreme staffing
shortage, with no end in sight. Since production lines were halted in
early 2020, everyone most likely borrowed from their progress on
decorations for the following year to compensate for the product deficit.
The lonely shelves of Halloween decorations were filled with heaps of
material from the next major event in the calendar year for children:
Christmas.
The bottleneck of products created as a result of numerous
lockdowns has caused suppliers to borrow from stock for the future
to compensate for the current season, but what next? Customers have
already lost their privilege of choice, considering the current state of
instability within every aspect of the business world. At this rate, it
will take years to recover economically from the pandemic and finally
“bounce back” from a virus lockdown that was supposed to last just two
weeks.
Artwork by Grace Baker

To be honest, when I first watched
the ‘devious lick’ Tik Tok trend, I was sleepdeprived, stressed, and up past midnight on
a Tuesday. Clearly not the best state of mind
to evaluate the repercussions of a social media
trend. These videos consist of students filming
themselves while stealing school property as
they hope for some fame on TikTok.
Feel free to judge me - maybe I thought their antics were funny
and outrageous the first three times I watched these videos. Who hasn’t
fantasized about stealing and smashing the enormous classroom clock
mocking us - making seconds feel like hours?
Soon, these challenges seemed to become more extreme and
harmful. The original tongue in cheek, anti-establishment/social
activism that started the trend quickly grew into an uncontainable mob
mentality of theft and destruction.
TikTok wannabes are now vandalizing schools (breaking exit
signs and stealing large items like sinks and toilets) for their short-term
fame while the rest of us pay the cost. No student wants to go to a school
without exit signs or fire extinguishers. And they don’t want to go to
school with sinks pulled off the wall, flooded halls, and a raw sewage/
mildew smell that never goes away.
TikTok has “tried” their best to ban the search “devious lick,” as
I learned when looking for a video to reference while writing this, but
the trend has not stopped. Students from schools across the country are
banning together to cause chaos, many even in our own school district.
For example, my friend who attends James Island Charter High School
said their halls had a missing exit sign and missing toilets in their boy’s
bathroom; apparently, they had to arrest at least three kids. So much for
their 5 minutes of fame.
Their school became a police state overnight, with a ridiculous
number of security officers guarding every entry, every bathroom, and
every person walking down the hall.
I have yet to walk into the girls’ bathroom to find a row of
missing soap dispensers, stolen stall doors, or a gushing space where
a toilet should be, and I hope I never have to deal with that. On the
other hand, I have heard from an informant that the boys’ restroom is
a different story. Apparently, in the boy’s bathroom in the Vocal and
Band hallway, there have been instances of soap bags taken from soap
dispensers and several destroyed dispensers (so they don’t even succeed
at their “devious licks”).
To add to the hilarity of this case, students who are attempting to
commit these ‘devious licks’ are spending even more time in the humid
bathrooms filled with unsettling odors. I can barely stand to wash my
hands, even with my mask on; I wonder how the students are pushing
themselves through the stench: unscrewing bolts, pulling things off
walls, and dragging heavy toilets around the stalls.
Many TikTokers have taken liberties to morph the trend into “angelic
yields.” These videos suggest students are bringing new things to their
school instead of stealing school property. The first “angelic yield” I
saw was a student leaving an extra roll of toilet paper in the bathroom
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stall. Although I still think it’s a little odd to spend your free time in the
bathroom, I prefer this version to the original trend, as it is much less
destructive.
In the end, I think it’s best for students to just stay out of the bathroom
unless they’re using it.

The Bard’s Influence Continues to
Reverberate, More Than Four Centuries
Later
by Gus Varallo

Madelynne Burt

Last year I attempted SOA’s Shakespeare Challenge, a task
where one tries to read all of Shakespeare’s
plays in one school year. And while I did not
finish it entirely, I was able to experience
most of the Bard’s important works. I read
through Hamlet’s introspective soliloquies,
pondered Brutus’ ethical dilemmas,
and witnessed Othello get undone by
backstabbing. But during this literary
adventure one thought kept coming to my
head, one binding pattern I saw again and
again. And one night, while I was finishing
Romeo and Juliet, it hit me: man, all these
plays would make really good teen movies.
Really, I’m serious. I’m shocked that
Hollywood hasn’t reworked Merry Wives of
Windsor into some high school rom-com, or
Gus Varallo
that Comedy of Errors has never received
a modern-day reboot. If you just put them
into today’s English and took out the parts that aged poorly you’d have
a pretty decent YA film. It wouldn’t be out of place either; I could see it
playing alongside The Hunger Games and Divergent. Shakespeare tends
to fit in well with anything; and many things are Shakespearean if you
look closely enough.
Shakespeare’s influence has cast a large net over literature,
bringing together many different genres and styles. His tightly-packed
poetry influenced Hemingway’s minimalism as much as his contemplative
speeches impacted Foster Wallace’s maximalism. But let’s not forget
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how Shakespeare impacted The Lord of the Rings and The Lion King,
Star Wars and Avengers. Did Gollum inherit his greed from Shylock?
Would Thanos be as pragmatically cold-blooded without Lady Macbeth’s
flawed morality? How would Simba and Luke Skywalker revolt against
their families had Hamlet not led the charge? I’d even bet that this article
would be much different without Shakespeare. As of this sentence, I’ve
already used three words invented by him in this paragraph alone.
And, being a Creative Writing major, I can confidently say
that Shakespeare has greatly influenced SOA’s young writers as well.
His writing seems to sneak into our workshops, even without it being
explicitly mentioned. When we discuss how to fit more meaning into our
poetry, how to use sound techniques to their fullest potential, and how to
make our syntax as efficient as possible, we are building upon ideas and
fundamentals Shakespeare perfected, even without most of us knowing
it. This subconscious influence tends to be found among other art forms
too; modern composers base their pieces off of Mozart’s innovations,
sculptors can cite Michelangelo for how they shape their statues, and
you’d be hard pressed to find a film director that doesn’t idolize Kubrick’s
creativity. Shakespeare has this same relationship with writing, and
when writers want to learn more about the craft, looking to the Bard has
always been a safe bet.
I don’t know what it would take for Shakespeare to become
irrelevant, but, for now, Shakespeare’s legacy is still intact. His influence
has shown up in the past, stays into the present, and will continue into
the future, whenever they do make that Merry Wives of Windsor romcom.

SOA Students Talk Hispanic Heritage
Month
by Aryana Chinn

Aryana Chinn got in touch with a few members of the SOA
student body to talk about their Hispanic/Latinx heritage in order to
celebrate Hispanic heritage Month, which runs from September 15th to
October 15th.
Hispanic Heritage Month is a time to remember important Latinx
and Hispanic people who have impacted American society. It is a time
to reflect on the history of Latin-American countries and the trials they
overcame and celebrate by learning and respectfully
taking part in the culture. Anais Robledo Murillo and
Anna Shea give their opinions on different subjects
relating to Hispanic Heritage Month since they both
have Latin-American heritage- Anais is Colombian,
and Anna is Guatemalan and Honduran.
		
Both Anna’s and Anais’ heritage means
something different to them: Anais remarks, “It’s
a huge part of my identity! Though I became a
naturalized citizen a few years ago, I still understand
myself as Afro-Colombian before I would call
myself American.” She and Anna are very proud
of their culture. Anna says her culture “means that
[she] comes from a line of strong, hard-working
people.” When asked about her traditions, Anais
shared some unique things she does to help connect
her to her culture. Anais’ family carries on culinary
traditions, such as eating Colombian foods on big
holidays. She also explains her Christmas traditions
in a Latin American family: “Christmas is also
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SOA Students and Faculty Perform in
Bright Star at Dock Street Theatre
by Ryan Hinske

At Dock Street Theatre from September 11th to September 26th,
Charleston Stage produced Bright Star, a 2014 musical set in the Blue
Ridge Mountains of North Carolina during the 1940s. The story follows
a young writer with hopes of getting his stories published in one of the
biggest journals in the region. He meets established journalist Alice
Murphy, and as he gets to know her better, the two of them discover that
each other’s stories are more closely aligned than they possibly could
have imagined. SOA students and faculty involved in the show include
Mr. Derek Pickens, Lauren Huser, Tyler Caplea, and former
theatre teacher Colin Waters.
Mr. Pickens, who has been with Charleston Stage for ten years,
played the comedic relief role Daryl Ames, “a sassy and sarcastic magazine
editor,” he describes. “This type of role is actually one of my favorites to

play, especially in such an emotional show. I love the feeling of making
people laugh, especially in the middle of this pandemic - it helps people
to forget their own troubles and worries for a little bit.”
Mr. Colin Waters has been with Charleston Stage for three years,
and the former SOA teacher played Mayor Josiah Dobbs and was the
assistant director for the show. “My character made some pretty morally
unjust decisions; however, it is unlike any role I’ve ever played. As an
actor, it presented an entirely new challenge that I’ve never faced. I am
typically the comedic relief in shows, so it was fun to shake things up
this time around,” he said. “As the Assistant Director, I had to focus on

charlestonstage.com

celebrated a little differently in Latin American countries, so we eat the
big dinner on Christmas Eve and stay up late to open presents.
		
Both students remarked about inspiring people of Latinx
heritage. “I really admire AOC for her accomplishments,” Anna states.
AOC is a Puerto Rican American activist and U.S. representative. “I’ve
been liking the poems of Alfonsina Storni lately,” Anais comments,
“They are so good in Spanish. I definitely like lots of different Hispanic
musicians like the band Almendra and Omar Apollo. There’s a Colombian
painter named Oscar Murillo that I think is cool too— mainly because we
have the same last name and are both Colombian. He’s really talented!”
Anais provides us with lots of artists to check out.
Although coming from a diverse culture is good, it is important
to acknowledge the hardships as well. Anna says she is lucky not to have
many hardships due to her heritage. Anais explains some things she
has experienced: “There’s the obvious stuff, like getting told to go back
to my country, which hurts, but what I see most often is an ignorance
surrounding the way Americans understand Hispanic people and our
culture. A lot of that really isn’t out of malice, though.”
“For example, I work at a party store, and people come in all
the time to get fake mustaches and sombreros for ‘Mexican’ parties. It’s
gross to see stuff like that. And for immigrants like myself, learning a
new language can be incredibly difficult. Large portions of my family
struggle with or don’t speak English at all, so my mom and I often serve
as translators.”
Anna believes Hispanic Heritage Month is “really important to
remember and recognize all of the people with Hispanic heritage that
did something to better the world.” Anais says, “I don’t think people
talk about it nearly enough. The culture we share is so important and
Hispanic Heritage Month gives us a time to shine a light on it. My hope
is for Hispanic Student Union to do the same year-round.” If you are
interested in getting more in touch with your Hispanic heritage, see Ms.
Meredith Harman to learn about the Hispanic Student Union.
Finally, they share their words with the student body to be
more inclusive and celebrate Latin American culture adequately. “You
have to celebrate Hispanic people, and that starts with developing a
genuine appreciation for Latinx culture. We are so much more than the
stereotypes people assume of us. Most people are familiar with some
Mexican culture, but they don’t know the full picture. That’s only one of
so many richly diverse Spanish-speaking countries! I would encourage
people to learn about the culture and support Latinx businesses if they
want to celebrate Hispanic heritage.” Happy Hispanic Heritage Month!
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Mr. Colin Waters in Bright Star

noticing details that the director was overlooking because they’re so
busy. I was there to offer input as another set of eyes. Directors love to
have an outside perspective.”
SOA Junior Tyler Capela, who has been with Charleston Stage
for seven years, was also in the show as part of the ensemble. “Getting
to sing and dance on stage again for the first time in almost two years
was amazing,” he said. “My favorite thing about the show was having the
band on the stage. It really brought the show to life and added another
element of excitement, which was awesome!”
Set in the South, Bright Star is built upon elements of Southern
life, speech, and music. “This show is a very different style than any show
I’ve ever done,” said Waters. “It was a very folksy, bluegrass musical.
That completely changed the style of music, choreography, and dialects
we used.” Mr. Pickens added, “I have to admit, I think I have the WORST
Southern Dialect! It took some work, but by the time the show opened,
I finally felt like I landed on the right sound and cadence for Daryl. I
certainly think living in the South for 20 years has helped!”
One of the most notable things about the production of Bright
Star was the incredible set. Backstage members, including SOA Senior
Lauren Huser, are to thank for the unbelievable scene changes and
backdrop. Lauren has been with Charleston Stage for five years and has
always loved to stage manage. “I love attending blocking rehearsals and
seeing how each scene is created. It’s really fun watching all of the actors
get into character!” Her job included sliding a massive wooden door,
seen at the back of the set in most scenes, open and closed. “Surprisingly,
it wasn’t as heavy as it looked,” she added.
The reviews of the show online were fantastic, and audiences
gave lots of positive feedback. “Our audiences seemed to love the show!
It is such an emotional rollercoaster, and I loved hearing them talk about
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the emotional journey they took with us,” Mr. Pickens said. “Based on
the large amounts of laughing, crying, and thunderous applause at the
finale, I think it’s safe to say our audiences really loved it. It was a great
show to start off the new season,” Huser added.
One of the most amazing things about Bright Star was that it still
premiered after being canceled almost 18 months before. “My favorite
part about being in Bright Star was that it felt like one giant reunion.
This was a show that we were in the midst of rehearsing when we were
shut down at the start of the pandemic. To be doing this show a year and
a half later, after there had been no theatre for so long, I couldn’t help
but be grateful for every single moment,” said Waters.
Mr. Pickens gave his thanks to the returning audiences: “It
may sound corny, but I’m going to miss the feeling of performing for a
group of people who hadn’t seen live theatre in about 18 months. The
audiences were so gracious, and you could tell they were enjoying being
there as much as we enjoyed performing for them.”
It is certainly great to have live theatre back in Charleston, and
SOA’s staff and students who participated in Bright Star represented
our school extremely well with an extraordinary show.

A History of Macbeth
by Norah Bernstein

Shakespeare’s Macbeth tells a
story of regicide and a Scottish general
visited by three sinister witches, who
tell him of a prophecy that states that
he will one day become the king of
Scotland. Shakespeare’s writing calls one
of the most common literary debates into
question: should one lead with the head or
the heart? Macbeth’s wife, Lady Macbeth,
is influential in his eventual downfall.
Shakespeare challenges gender roles in
this relationship, as seen through Lady
Macbeth’s usurpation of dominance in William Shakespeare, English
playwright and author of
the marriage. Macbeth becomes consumed
Macbeth

Ready! by Aryana Chinn
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by thoughts of ambition, and with a call to action from Lady Macbeth,
he murders the king and takes the throne for himself. Overcome with
guilt and fear, he is pushed to commit more murders. Throughout the
production, his doubt turns to ambition, and he fights to the death trying
to protect his home. The play is filled with themes of greed and betrayal
and portrays the mind of a man corrupted by power.
Macbeth was written during the Elizabethan era, under the reign
of King James I. The Elizabethan era was extremely prolific, with the
emergence of some of the most famous playwrights to date, most notably,
Shakespeare. Comparisons have been made between Shakespeare’s
writing and the monarch in power at the time. Works written under
Queen Elizabeth have become known as some of Shakespeare’s most
well-known comedies, portraying themes of happiness and love. Under
the reign of King James, his works became dark and cynical. King
James I was a patron of Shakespeare’s acting company, and his works
reflect that relationship with the monarch. The character of Macbeth
was created to pay homage to Shakespeare’s Scottish lineage, while
mention of Banquo’s long line of kings stems from King James’s alleged
descent from the historical figure, Banquo. Shakespeare uses Raphael
Holinshed’s history of Scotland for inspiration for a tragedy. Scottish
history was filled with murder, betrayal, and witchcraft; all of which can
be found in this work.
The tragedy has been adapted into multiple movies over the
past century. Orson Welles, Roman Polanski, Rupert Goold, and Justin
Kurziel can be credited with creating the most notable of the adaptations.
Actors Ian McKellan, Nicol Williamson, and Patrick Stewart have played
Macbeth as well. The Tragedy of Macbeth, starring Denzel Washington,
is set to hit theaters on December 25th. William Shakespeare has had
the largest influence on literature and the theatrical world of any writer
in history. He influences the English language with his poetic verse
and consuming topics. He manages to highlight themes that many
could argue were well before his time, such as gender roles and racism.
Mr. Mike Morelli has been teaching Shakespeare for five years and is
currently teaching his works in his classroom. “For us, Shakespeare
provides a glimpse of the past while simultaneously allowing us to
grapple with some difficult questions that are relevant today. Several
of his plays are very controversial,” Mr. Morelli says. “Othello deals
with race and misogyny -- Othello is a victim of a world that won’t
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allow him in; Desdemona and Emelia’s murders at the hands of their
own husbands are disturbing and troubling. These are controversial but
necessary topics to deal with in a world where domestic violence, toxic
masculinity, and racism are still massive problems we still deal with.”
So how have his works managed to stand the test of time when so many
works contemplating those very same issues have become taboo? Dr. John
Cusatis has been teaching Shakespeare for three decades and is currently
teaching Macbeth to his AP Literature and Honors English II students.
“Macbeth resonates across four centuries as a tragic tale of corruption.
It traces in unforgettable, poetic detail, the destruction that follows the
decision to compromise one’s principles.” Shakespeare’s reach extends
beyond world literature, into so many aspects of our culture. Not only
are many classic novels, such as Faulkner’s The Sound and the Fury and
Ray Bradbury’s Something Wicked This Way Comes named from lines
from Macbeth, but scores of everyday expressions come from his nearly
four dozen plays. He was “centuries ahead of his time, and he still is,”
says Dr. Cusatis. “That this one play is being staged somewhere in the
world on any day of the week proves that no writer is more relevant than
Shakespeare.”

See Theatre’s performance of
Macbeth on Monday, October 18
and Tuesday, October 19 at the Rose
Maree Myers Theatre, 6:30pm!

James Island
Dental Associates
smilesforcharleston.com
L. Thomas Weir, DDS
James Thomas III, DMD

Voted Best Dentist & Best Dental Practice
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SOA High School Art Teacher Ms.
Richardson Paints the Town
By Lauren Holladay

Before 2020, The
City of Goose Creek, South
Carolina, was a blank canvas
in dire need of exterior design
and beautification. Murals are
a great way to brighten up a
town and bring a little bit of
joy to the people within it. In
August of 2020, Goose Creek
had its first mural painted
by SOA High School’s art
teacher, Ms. Richardson.
Ms. Richardson
was born and raised in
Charleston, South Carolina.
Being surrounded by artists
One of Ms. Richardson’s pieces recently
during her childhood, such
completed for Cainhoy Elementary School
as her uncle and cousin, Ms.
Richardson (often referred to as “Ms. Rich” by her students) discovered
her passion for art and beautification at a young age. During elementary
and middle school, Ms. Richardson decided that she wanted to pursue
an art career. “I have always felt the need to beautify blank walls and
aesthetically unpleasing spaces,” she says.
In high school, Ms. Rich completed her first mural. She had
worked for a chain of daycare centers and took the time to create a
mural in every room before their grand opening. From then on, she
knew that she wanted to continue to pursue art and paint murals to
beautify her surroundings. Over the years, Ms. Richardson has done
murals all over Charleston, ranging from dentist offices filled with
underwater animals to the South Carolina Aquarium, where she
completed a rainforest-themed mural inside of the Anaconda exhibit.
Her murals can take anywhere from 2 hours to 2 days, and occasionally
even longer, depending on the size and subject matter. When
commissioned, Ms. Rich loves to use bright colors and is continuously
inspired by nature, as her favorite things to paint are landscapes,
including flowers, grass, and butterflies, along with other fauna.
Ms. Rich went on to pursue a career in teaching art, all the while
completing murals around her town. After earning a Bachelor’s Degree
in Studio Art and a Master’s Degree in Education, Ms. Richardson
held multiple positions as an art teacher at many different schools.
Eventually, she ended up at SOA as one of our three art teachers.
Not only does Ms. Rich inspire the Charleston community with her
outstanding murals, but she also continuously inspires her students
to create amazing works of art and encourages each student to grow
in their talent and pursue their passion. If Ms. Rich is not assisting
a student with their art, she is working on art of her own. Her latest
project includes multiple large wooden canvases, on which she
painted butterflies, flowers, and bumblebees for another school in the
Charleston area, Cainhoy Elementary. The canvases are to be displayed
outside the school to brighten up the campus and inspire young
children to create art.
While Ms. Richardson is an amazing art teacher and muralist,
she now also serves as Goose Creek’s first-ever Art Director after being
asked by the mayor and city council. As Goose Creek’s Art Director,
Ms. Richardson coordinates murals, plans activities at major city
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events, and executes other activities to enhance the city’squality of life.
Last August, Ms. Rich had the honor of completing The City of Goose
Creek’s first mural. The mural is located on the side of a Food Lion
and showcases a large goose to the left of a marsh, complete with vivid
purple and orange hues that contrast the deep shades of the marsh
grass surrounding it. Ms. Rich hired former student Enrique Boyd and
local artist Louie Thompkins to assist in the painting process.
To create this colorful mural, Ms. Rich, Enrique, and Louie
began by creating a detailed sketch for the business owner and then
proceeded to sketch out the design on the wall with chalk. Afterward,
Ms. Rich and her team began painting with outdoor paint and glazes
and used rollers and sponges to achieve different textures and designs.
Finally, after two and a half days of work and multiple extra days of
waiting out the weather, the mural was complete. Goose Creek’s first
mural is now finished for everyone to enjoy, and it is a great example of
the beauty that Ms. Richardson achieves every time she creates a work
of art.
As a teacher at the School of the Arts, Ms. Rich likes to hire
her students to assist with murals to give them real-life experience
in painting. SOA Juniors Kayla Herrman, Lauren Holladay, and
Evelyn Bueschgen were lucky enough to help with another mural in

One of Goose Creek’s first murals by Ms. Richardson

Goose Creek a few weeks ago. They were hired to complete a series of
crosswalk murals in front of Goose Creek City Hall, yet another example
of Ms. Richardson’s artistic touch on The City of Goose Creek. These
small murals consist of bright-colored flowers, butterflies, and leaves
that showcase Ms. Richardson’s amazing ability to brighten up a space
with her art. Ms. Rich is excited to continue to design and complete
murals for The City of Goose Creek in the future, and says that “there
are so many areas in dire need of beautification.”
When Ms. Rich creates a work of art, she continuously
motivates others to go out and create something of their own. At SOA,
Ms. Rich is always promoting creativity, not only to her students but to
the rest of SOA as well. Her mural work displayed all over Charleston
showcases her ability to create stunning works of art with only a set of
paintbrushes and some colorful paints. Ms. Richardson’s exceptional
work in and outside of SOA inspires everyone around her and creates
an aesthetically pleasing environment for her community.
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Mr. McCauley Reflects on Life as a
Cleveland Browns Fan
by Ryan Hinske

Madelynne Burt

In 1999, the new expansion Browns were established with the
same name and color schemes as the franchise before it. This is when
the new era of losing began. Cleveland struggled to retain a head coach
and quarterback, trying out twelve head coaches in twenty years and
starting 30 different quarterbacks in that same span.
In 2017, they reached a new low. After a 1-15 losing season
in 2016, they had a 0 win, 16 loss season. “At that point, I was pretty
indifferent to the Cleveland Browns,” Mr. McCauley said. Who wouldn’t
be at that point? Disappointment after disappointment, the fans were
beginning to grow numb to the losing, to the bad draft picks, and numb
to the new coaches every year.
This was when the Browns
hired General Manager Andrew
Berry. The biggest thing that
changed was the draft picks. They
drafted stars in Myles Garrett and
young quarterback Baker Mayfield
before Berry, but he added on star
Running Back Nick Chubb, Jedrick
Wills, Greedy Williams, and rookie
standouts Greg Newsome II and
Jeremiah
Owusu-Koramoah.
He also instigated trades and
signings for Odell Beckham Jr,
Jarvis Landry, Austin Hooper, and
Kareem Hunt, to name a few.
“Baker Mayfield right
now is my favorite player. He’s a
lightning rod who brings energy to
the field that I haven’t seen since
Bernie Kosar in the early ’90s. Nick Mr. McCauley is devoted to the orange
and brown.
Chubb is a close second because
he’s a complete professional. He’s the kind of guy that gives everything
he’s got to every game.”
Last season, the Browns hired Head Coach Kevin Stefansky,
who instantly won Coach of the Year in his first season. The Browns
found the two things they haven’t had since the 90s: a head coach and a
franchise quarterback.
“Clevelanders needed some ‘hope’ surrounding their football
team. Stefanski, Baker Mayfield, Nick Chubb, Odell Beckham Jr, and all
of the front office brought hope back to Cleveland.”
This year, the Browns look better. With a 2-1 start, many analysts
and fans are picking them to reach the Super Bowl, a feat that the Browns
haven’t reached in the history of the big game, which originated in 1967.
“Being a Browns fan, you never want to ‘jinx’ yourself, and
having as much experience with Cleveland sports as I do, I never count
my chickens before they hatch. However, what I will tell you is that it’s
finally fun to watch the Browns again and to be a part of a season that
has so much potential; so to answer your question, I think this season is
the best shot that the Cleveland Browns have had in many years to make
a deep run in the playoffs.”
For those who don’t watch football, this is the team to root for.
Established in a city full of economic woes and diminishing influence,
the Cleveland Browns thrive not only off of the city, but off of the people
within it. If Cleveland’s sports fans were like the average cities, the
Browns would’ve relocated in the ’70s and would never have returned. It
is these people who keep the team afloat, and they’ve earned every right
to see their team in the Super Bowl, the pinnacle of American Sports.

Provided

Ohio. The “laughing stock” of
the United States. The king of outward
migration. An economy that was built
upon the mere existence of Lebron
James until he, like many others, also
moved out of the state years ago. There
are a lot of people from Ohio that live
in South Carolina these days; 97,000,
to be exact. However, something that
Ohioans never leave behind as they
move into new states is their love for the
sports teams they grew up watching.
A prime example of an Ohioan
who followed the nature of folks from his
avid Cleveland
state is Mr. McCauley, SOA’s Psychology Mr. McCauley,
Browns fan
and World History teacher. Born in
Central Ohio, he grew up in a home of sports fans.
“My Mom is a Browns fanatic,” he said. The Cleveland Browns,
established in 1946, have just reached their 75th year of existence. Mr.
McCauley grew up watching them on Sundays in the fall and winter.
“We had a small family. I would watch games with my immediate family,
sometimes my grandparents.”
However, they weren’t so good in his early life. “During the
‘drought’ when Cleveland sports were pretty awful, it was hard to be a
fan,” he said. “We had to turn to college sports.” The Browns had won 8
NFL championships in 10 years in the ’50s and ’60s but had not won a
championship since 1964. Cleveland was hungry for a taste of victory.
In the late ’80s, things were looking up. “The Browns and
quarterback Bernie Kosar made a great run in 1986, but were beaten
by John Elway and the Denver Broncos in the AFC championship,”
Mr. McCauley remembered. The game ended with a 9 minute, 15-play
drive that resulted in a touchdown to win the game. The Browns players
and fans were devastated: “I remember watching the game as a kid and
seeing my mom in tears; it was the beginning of a long period of bad
football.”
What happened next has haunted Browns fans for the nearly
three decades that followed. Art Modell, the owner of the Browns, had
a bad reputation at the time. Back in the ’60s, he forced Paul Brown,
the innovative coach that the Browns had named themselves after, off
of the team. You can imagine how frustrating it was that the coach who
had brought eight championships in 10 years to Cleveland was now
being forced out of Cleveland due to “personal issues” with the owner.
In 1996, Art Modell did something a hundred times worse: he moved
the team to Baltimore.
“Woooof! It was awful. Everyone hated Modell for moving the
team.” Just four years later, the brand new Baltimore Ravens won the
Super Bowl with most of the former Browns players still on the roster.
The franchise had won it all, but the fans had not. Clevelanders waited
all those years, hoping that something would finally go right, only to
watch as their former team that now resided in Maryland reach that
pinnacle.
“It was bad. One more reason to question being a Browns fan,”
Mr. McCauley said. “Not to mention the fact that Bill Belichick was head
coach of the Browns from ‘91 to ‘95. He leaves Cleveland to go on to be
one of football’s winningest coaches in history.”
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Catching Up with Theatre Director Mr. George
Younts
by Sullivan Eppes

Mr. George Younts answered three questions from Applause staff writer Sullivan
Eppes on his time at SOA and his work on this year’s production of Macbeth.
Sullivan Eppes: How long have you been teaching at SOA?
Mr. George Younts: 1999-2000 school year was my first year teaching for SOA. This
is the 3rd time we have done the Scottish play [Macbeth].
SE: What has been the highlight of Macbeth’s rehearsal experience?
GY: Figuring out what the text means and how we are going to show/tell our version
of this famous classic play.
SE: Who is your favorite character in Macbeth? Why?
GY: Macbeth, Porter, and Witches. Why? Because I would want to play any one of
them. But regardless of that, there are a lot of wonderful parts in the show to sink one’s
teeth into.

Q&A With the Cast of Macbeth
Judith Hamrick and Carsyn Smith sat down with members of both casts of
Macbeth to talk about their experiences with the show, their characters, and more.

Thea Putney, Macbeth

Judith Hamrick: First, congratulations! How does it
feel to be the titular character in a Shakespeare play?
TP: It feels exciting but also intimidating to be playing such an
important role. Macbeth is a super well-known character who
experiences a large range of emotions that can sometimes be
rather hard to portray. I am still super excited though, and I
enjoy a good challenge.
JH: How do you plan to deal with any stage
trepidations?
TP: My plan is to really know my material and to make
sure I have my lines down 100%. Being unfamiliar with the
material is unacceptable. I’ll also try my best to stop and think
in the moment and not let anything else distract from my
Thea Putney, Macbeth
performance.
JH: How have you prepped for the part outside of
rehearsals and memorizing?
TP: I watched clips of people performing Macbeth to see how they approached playing
their character. I have also had discussions with family
members and friends about the plot and characters.
JH: How are you interpreting this role differently
than others you’ve seen before?
TP: A lot of times when I have seen people play Macbeth in
scenes where he sees ghosts, they portray him as king-like
with a hint of fear, whereas I truly feel like Macbeth loses all
sense of being king-like and recesses back to childlike terror.
In my performance, I hope to nail that aspect of his character.

Carsyn Smith, Macbeth

Judith Hamrick: How does it feel to be the titular
character in a Shakespeare play?
CS: When I first got the role, It came as a surprise because

Carsyn Smith, Macbeth
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auditioning for Macbeth was an afterthought, but I am very proud of
myself for getting the role, and it feels riveting! On the other hand,
though, it does come with a bit of stress having to play that character
whose name is the play title, so I hope I do well.
JH: How do you plan to deal with any stage trepidations?
CS: I personally believe that stage fright hasn’t ever been a huge problem
in my life, but with this role, I have encountered it a bit more than usual.
The way that I have been dealing with it is just making sure that I have
all of my lines down and making big movements and character choices
so it’s harder to forget. That way I can be calmer and have more fun.
JH: How have you prepped for the part outside of rehearsals
and memorizing?
CS: A way that I am prepping for this role outside of school, besides
the necessary memorizing of lines, is watching different productions
of Macbeth. These have helped me get into the mind of Macbeth and
understand his every action, along with helping me understand my
relationships with the characters around me.
JH: How are you interpreting this role differently than others
you’ve seen before?
CS: The way I see Macbeth is that he has good and bad intentions,
almost like there is an angel and a devil on his shoulders at all times,
and different characters pull either the devil or the angel out of him. So
he feels though once he gets into the depth of his actions that there is
no turning back, which I don’t think most people interpret it that way.

Gilliane Russell, Lady Macbeth

Judith Hamrick: Were you surprised
when you found out you received the
role of Lady Macbeth?
GR: I was very surprised. Mostly because
I thought the audition was creepy! I had
originally gone for Banquo, so it was a
surprising and exciting turn of events!
JH: Do you traditionally prefer to play
a villainous or heroic role? Which do
you think Lady Macbeth leans more
towards?
GR: Definitely villainous. Sometimes a mix of
both, though. Lady Macbeth most definitely
leans to the villainous side. She’s crazy, vile, Gilliane Russell, Lady
Macbeth
and all of the things that would make up a
perfect villain.
JH: What has been your biggest challenge in taking on this
role?
GR: I would say adjusting to her changes in
moods! She’s content at one point, and then,
snap, she’s screaming at Macbeth. It’s one of
the things I love about playing her!

Avery (Angel) Detitta, Lady
Macbeth

Judith Hamrick: Were you surprised
when you found out you received the
role of Lady Macbeth?
AD: I was pretty surprised. I was really hoping
for the role, but our major has so many talented
people that I had no clue what to expect.
JH: Do you traditionally prefer to play a
villainous or heroic role? Which do you

Avery (Angel) Detitta,
Lady Macbeth
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think Lady Macbeth leans more towards?
AD: I love villainous roles. I’m traditionally an ingenue, but I’ve had the
opportunity to play the Queen of Hearts and loved it. Lady Macbeth is
most definitely sinister.
JH: What has been your biggest challenge in taking on this
role?
AD: Lady Macbeth is iconic. There are so many places to draw
inspiration from, and it’s almost overwhelming. The biggest challenge
has been developing an understanding of her character.

Ryan Dickerson, Macduff

Judith Hamrick: What has been the most challenging part of
becoming the villain of a classic Shakespeare play?
RD: I think it’s been difficult to portray his sort of all-encompassing
anger towards Macbeth. As in my real life, I have trouble totally
villainizing people, so I struggle to find much of anything to draw on.
JH: What makes Macduff a unique foe?
RD: I think Macduff’s original indifference towards Macbeth makes it
interesting to think about the idea that Macbeth brought on his fate in
an attempt to avoid it, which made Macduff kind of the result of all of
Macbeth’s fear and running, which I find interesting. It almost makes
Macduff seem like an object of fate rather than a person himself.
JH: If you were in Macduff’s position, would you do the same
things?
RD: I think that I would probably try to kill Macbeth only because he
killed my family, but also because he is just too ambitious to be a king.
It would have been very dangerous to let him lead.

Kenya Hines, Macduff

Judith Hamrick: What has been the most
challenging part of becoming the villain
of a classic Shakespeare play?
KH: I think the hardest part was actually
understanding how Macduff himself was
feeling.
JH: What makes Macduff a unique foe?
KH: He originally has a cowardly stance by
running away but coming back for revenge. It’s
kind of a slay for him, in my opinion.
JH: If you were in Macduff’s position,
would you do the same things?
KH: I think I would talk it out, get some coffee,
maybe go bowling.

Ronald Jenkins, Banquo

Kenya Hines, Macduff

Judith Hamrick: In what ways do you identify with Banquo?
RJ: I guess I’m sarcastic, so I identify with him in that way.
JH: Do you think Banquo deserves sympathy?
RJ: I think he does deserve sympathy because if I were killed, I would
not want it to be by some low-level assassin who was paid by my best
friend.
JH: What is your favorite line in the show?
RJ: “Merciful powers, Restrain me in the cursed thoughts that nature
Gives way to in repose.” This is the first time we ever see Banquo think
out loud. He is the type to keep things in, and this is the first time he’s
like, “I don’t have a good feeling about this.”
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Centerfold

Lauren Holladay (left - 11th Grade) as
a cat and Marin Sinclair as Repunzel
(right - !2th Grade) for Halloween.

Kaitlyn Pinckney (11th Grade) as a
box of crayons.

Wolfgang Perret (10th Grade) as a TV.
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Lawson Adams (12th Grade) as “Negative
Man” from DC’s Doom Patrol.

Centerfold

Cody Newman (11th Grade) as a milk carton.

SOA’s Favorite Halloween
Costumes from the Past

William Balderose (7th Grade) as an orange
dinosaur.

Morgan Schatmeyer (11th
Grade) as SpongeBob
SquarePants.

Page 27

Amelia Burt (7th Grade) as Yoda
from Star Wars.

Ashley Gotlib (12th Grade)
as a flapper.

Kayla Herrman (right - 11th Grade) and her
brother, Tyler Herrman, SOA Theatre Alum, as
zombies in 2014.
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Morgan Schatmeyer, Banquo

Judith Hamrick: In what ways do you
identify with Banquo?
MS: I identify with Banquo because he uses
humor as a coping mechanism for his issues.
Throughout the show, he pretends like
nothing is going on, but when the climax hits,
he doesn’t know how to deal with it. So I guess
in a less dark way, he uses humor for a lot of
what he does, and that’s how I go about life.
JH: What is your favorite line in the
show?
MS: Without any context, my favorite line in
the show is “Fly good Fleance, fly, fly, fly!” and Morgan Schatmeyer, Banquo
you’ll see why if you come see the show.
JH: Do you think Banquo deserves
sympathy?
MS: I think Banquo does deserve sympathy. Imagine one day you’re
just joshing around with your friends and they’re told they’re the next
king. You would be like, “This idiot? No way.” Banquo has every right to
be confused and weirded out. Yet again, he’s probably just a Thane who
was in it for himself. Guess we won’t know. In conclusion, yes, I think he
deserves sympathy. LONG LIVE BANQUO!

Jonah Chinitz, Witch

Judith Hamrick: How did you prepare
to become one of the witches?
JC: I watched other people play the witches
on YouTube to see what other people did.
JH: If you could play any other character
in the show, who would it be and why?
JC: I would play Macduff because he has a
very interesting emotional arc.
JH: What has been your favorite part of
contributing to the story of Macbeth?
JC: I really liked giving Macbeth the prophecy.

Maile Merklien, Witch

witches out there that it really took a lot of experimenting to find what
worked for myself and my sisters from other misters.
CS: If you could play any other character in the show who
would it be and why?
JH: I would love to take a stab at Banquo, no pun intended. The
underdog role has always been a favorite of mine and his role in the
haunting of Macbeth fascinates me every time I see it.
CS: What has been your favorite part of contributing to the
story of Macbeth?
JH: Getting to play around with my castmates and interact with them
as a witch has been an experience I will certainly never forget.

Tyler Caplea, Malcolm

Judith Hamrick: If there were a Macbeth
sequel, how do you think Malcolm would
act as a king?
TC: I definitely think Malcolm would be a good
king because he has learned how quickly things
can go wrong.
JH: What aspect of Malcolm are you
most excited to portray?
TC: I think that Malcolm has a really cool
character arc from being younger, in the
beginning, to eventually becoming the king.
JH: What has been your favorite behindthe-scenes moment thus far?
Tyler Caplea, Malcolm
TC: I think it’s really funny when Mr.Younts
starts going crazy when showing people what to do.

Adrienne Rogers, Malcolm

Jonah Chinitz, Witch

Judith Hamrick: How did you prepare
to become one of the witches?
MM: I tried a bunch of different acting styles and eventually figured out
the best one I liked.
JH: If you could play any other character in the show, who
would it be and why?
MM: Lady Macbeth because she experiences
so many different emotions throughout
the play, which allows me to try different
approaches to each emotion and figure out
how best to portray it.
JH: What has been your favorite part of
contributing to the story of Macbeth?
MM: Getting to work with the other witches
and have fun with the role.

Judith Hamrick, Witch

Carsyn Smith: How did you prepare to
become one of the witches?
JH: Lots and lots of trial and error. There
are so many different interpretations of the
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Judith Hamrick, Witch

Judith Hamrick: If there were a Macbeth
sequel, how do you think Malcolm would
act as a king?
AR: I think he would be warier because of what
happened to his dad.
JH: What aspect of Malcolm are you
most excited to portray?
AR: His deep desire to overthrow Macbeth
and fix his kingdom.
JH: What has been your favorite behindthe-scenes moment thus far?
AR: Line rehearsal days that turn into hanging
out as a cast.

Griffin Culp, Porter & more

Adrienne Rogers, Malcolm

Judith Hamrick: What have you learned
in your theatre career that has prepared you for your
performance?
GC: In a lot of performances I have done, I’ve played some kind of
comedic relief character, so I think the roles I got were fitting.
JH: Are you glad that Porter wasn’t double-cast? What kind of
pressure does that add on top of your other roles in the show?
GC: I’m mostly glad because I don’t have to worry about A and B casts.
But if I can’t make it to a performance, no one is there to fill in for me.
JH: What kind of people are going to like your characters?
GC: As for kinds of people, I’m not entirely sure, but hopefully people
with some sort of sense of humor will appreciate them.
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Theatre Student
Perspective: Nicholas
Lindsay
by Emma Brubaker

Emma Brubaker features one student from
each major each issue.
Emma Brubaker: What do you hope to
accomplish before you graduate from
SOA?
Nicholas Lindsay: I hope to have good
grades and a good plan for my future when I
graduate. Mostly though, I want to enjoy the
remaining time I spend here! I’ve chosen several
interesting classes this year. Some of them are
annoying at times, but they are all interesting
or useful. I want to be a theatre teacher after
I graduate from college because there is no
other profession in which you’d get away
with the shenanigans I was blessed enough
to witness and/or take part in. I hope that the
performances I took part in were memorable,
because I enjoyed them thoroughly and hope
my audience did as well.
EB: How would you describe the
progress you’ve made since your first
day at SOA?
NL: I would say I’ve become more organized,
more relaxed, better at acting and socialising,
and better at taking quick naps when I can.

SOA Welcomes New
Teachers and Staff: Part 2
Mr. Caulen Leary, PE
Teacher
by Kenya Hines

Kenya Hines: What classes will you be
teaching this year?
Caulen Leary: Middle School PE and
highschool PE 1.
KH: Did you grow up in the Charleston
area? If not, where did you grow up?
CL: I was born in Massachusetts outside of
Boston and moved to Myrtle Beach when I was
12 years old. So I pretty much grew up in South
Carolina.
KH: Why SOA?
CL: I went to a highschool like SOA and it
was such a great community and I’m excited
to experience that here. Everyone here is so
creative and talented.
KH: Where did you attend college, and

Features
what degrees did you earn?
CL: I got my Bachelor’s degree from College
of Charleston and got my degree in Exercise
Science and Physical Education. I graduated
from The Citadel in 2018 and got my Masters
in elementary school administration.
KH: How did you become involved in
education as a career and how long have
you taught?
CL: During my sophomore year of high school,
my school took us on a tour of all the different
charter and magnet schools in the area. When
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healthy.
KH: What interests do you have inside
or outside the subject you teach?
CL: Being with my family and hanging out
in the Charleston area. *He has a baby on the
way, congrats Coach Leary!*
KH: What books, movies, or musical
acts have meant a lot to you? What do
you like about them?
CL: I’m a big Harry Potter fan and love to
read. I tend to enjoy musicals a lot rather than
traditional theatre and like the musical, Rent.
KH: Is there anything else you’d like SOA
to know about you as this year begins or
any advice you’d like to offer students?
CL: Continue to be yourself. Don’t try to fit
into the mold that everyone else is making and
chart your own path.

Mr. Ryan Wydra, Special
Education Resource
Teacher
by Carl Macklin

Mr. Leary celebrates his child’s birthday with his
family

we visited The Academy for Arts, Science,
and Technology, I was in awe of everything.
I decided I wanted to go for an education
major. I got a mentorship with a PE teacher
in senior year and got a scholarship at College
of Charleston. This is now my ninth year in
education.
KH: Where did you work prior to coming
to SOA?
CL: I Worked in Elementary school for 3
years teaching PE and taught health in middle
school.
KH: What sports did you play growing
up?
CL: Football, baseball, basketball, and track. I
didn’t join basketball until later, but I was the
best at baseball.
KH: Is there a moment that stands out
that let you know, “this is why I do what
I do?”
CL: I coach girls’ basketball and watching
them grow up and move on to do big things
always makes me proud. I always want to see
my students succeed.
KH: What do you most want students to
take away from your classroom?
CL: My goal for you is to help you learn to be
healthy for a lifetime. I want to give students
a place to have fun while being active and

CM: What does
your job as SOA’s
Special Education
Resource Teacher
entail?
RW: That actually
entails
quite
a
lot of things. I’m
responsible
for
developing
and
implementing
the
individual education
plans for students in
our special education
Mr. Wydra
program. I make sure
they are achieving their IEP goals and getting
all their services according to IDEA law. I
also provide academic and social-emotional
support to ensure their success at SOA.
CM: Where did you teach before SOA?
RW: This is my fifth year of teaching, and the
last four I’ve been teaching in Horry County
at North Myrtle Beach High School. I’ve been
in multiple special education settings. I’ve
been in resource, and I’ve worked with selfcontained students in the South Carolina
Credential Program there. I’ve also done a lot
of pull-outs where I pull kids out of general
education classes with IEPs that provide
services quarterly.
CM: What are your classes like?
RW: I have about five or six students at a
time who will come in and we will work on
making them better self-advocates and giving
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them better self-determination skills. We just
teach them how to have a higher level of selfconfidence so they can go out into the world
and get what they need. We work on study and
organizational skills, and I assist them with all
their core classes. I help them with Algebra 1,
Algebra 2, and English 1-4. Here at SOA, I have
all the grades.
CM: Where did you attend college, and
what degrees did you earn?
RW: I graduated from Liberty University. I got
two Masters: one in Special Education and one
in Elementary Education. So, I can teach the
lower grades as well.
CM Where did you grow up?
RW: I grew up in the Northeast, actually. I’m
from Manahawkin, New Jersey, which is a very
small city about an hour from Philadelphia and
New York. I was right by the beach there, too,
not too far from Long Beach Island and Seaside
Heights. I was about half an hour from where
the boardwalk from Jersey Shore was filmed.
CM: How did you end up in Charleston?
RW: My brother, Shawn, who is four years
younger than me, was actually the first one to
come to South Carolina. He attended school up
in Myrtle Beach at Coastal Carolina and went
to school for Law Enforcement. Right out of
college, he got hired by the police department,
and now he’s a detective for Horry County.
Once he came down, he ended up getting
married and having a daughter, so my parents
moved here as well. Once I got my teaching
certificate and finished at Liberty, I decided
that South Carolina would be a good fit for me.
I moved to Myrtle Beach and lived there for the
last four years.

Mr. Robert Raven, English
Teacher
by Giovanni Cusatis

Giovanni Cusatis: Where did you grow
up and go to school?
Mr. Robert Raven:
I grew up in Decatur,
Georgia, and Columbia,
SC. I went to Spring
Valley High School
in
Columbia
and
Clarkston High School
in Atlanta. Our mascot
was a goat.
GC: What college
did you attend, what
did you study, and
what degrees did
Mr. Raven
you earn?
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RR: I have a B.A. in Philosophy from USC
in Columbia. I have an M.A.T. from USC in
Secondary English and a Masters in Library
and Information Science. I have an M.A. in
English Literature from Bread Loaf, which is
the graduate English program at Middlebury
College in Vermont.
GC: When did you take interest in
English and know it’s what you wanted
to teach?
RR: I have had an interest in English since I
was in the eleventh grade.
GC: Where did you work prior to SOA?
RR: Anderson Primary School as a media
specialist. I have taught English for 20 years,
and I was a librarian for 13 years. Ask me about
Piggie and Gerald.
GC: What are you most looking forward
to this year?
RR: I am looking forward to teaching English
3 again. I taught it for 14 years.
GC: What classes will you be teaching
this year?
RR: English 3 CP and Honors.
GC: What are some interests beyond
SOA?
RR: Politics, history, old movies, Canada,
baseball, my dog, and riding my bicycle.
GC: What are some of your literary
interests?
RR: I’m old school. My favorite book is Beloved
by Toni Morison. There is something great on
every page. My favorite author is Alice Munro,
the Canadian short story writer. After you
read a story by her you will understand. Read
something written by her published before
2000. I am interested in the 19th Century.
When I was your age I liked J.D. Salinger, Kurt
Vonnegut, Thomas Wolfe, and James Baldwin.
I was an elementary school librarian for three
years. I learned to respect Mo Willems, the
author of Elephant and Piggie, among other
books. It is very fun to read those books to
young children. You have no idea. My favorite
author as a child was John R. Tunis, but no one
knows about him anymore. I donate his books
to libraries. I’m trying to keep his writing alive.
Pat Conroy wrote popular fiction, but I sure
liked him as a person. And his nonfiction I like.
I worked in Beaufort for two years. His ghost
is there.
GC: Is there anything else you would like
to share about yourself?
RR: I go to Canada several times a year, eh.
But not recently.
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Mr. Dalonzo Gibson, Media
Clerk
by Jada Fickling

JF: Is it true you
attended SOA?
DG: Yes, I am an
alumni of SOA Class
of 2006. If you look
around the campus
somewhere you may
still find my handprint
from the wall of the
old school that they
brought over. :-) It is
GREAT to be back,
and even though the
Mr. Gibson
campus has changed,
the great minds that
walk the halls are still thriving.
JF: Where did you attend college and
what degrees did you earn?
DG: Trident Technical College - Associate in
Arts & Business Customer Service
College of Charleston - Bachelor in Elementary
Education
Strayer University - Bachelor in Business
Administration
JF: What was your own early education
like?
DG: My mom was a stay at home mom and
we lived just minutes from the school. I have
several awards from my early education and
she has almost the equivalent.
A product of eight children, my parents
were adamant about our education and were
very vocal at home and school about it. The one
part that I may have hated was the assignments
my mom would create over the summer for us
that were not school related (haha) but kept
us sharp for the next school year. Imagine
summer reading on top of summer reading.
However, my choice to attend SOA was
supported by them and I am ever grateful for
that opportunity.
JF: What interests do you have outside
of SOA, and to what degree are you able
to pursue them?
DG: I was taught piano at 10 years old and
became a band major at SOA. I also played
in the marching band at my home school.
My father being a pastor meant I played the
organ for church, and that has continued. I am
currently the music director at three churches
which takes up most of my evenings planning
and because of my hectic schedule I DO
VACATION OFTEN.
JF: Is there anything else you’d like SOA
to know about you as this year begins or
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any advice you’d like to offer students?
DG: SOA is indeed a melting pot of Great Minds.
There is no other campus in the tri county area
and maybe even the state that presents children
with such an advantage in life in grade school,
preparation for college, and life beyond. SOA
has produced some major talent and influencers
throughout the years, I recommend everyone to
go back and look at the history and those who
attended this amazing school or ask your major
teachers about former students:
Daniel Davis (strings)
Charlton Singleton (middle school band
teacher), Fletcher Williams III (art), Miguel
Robinson (dance), Matthew Bostick (theater),
Latoya Renea (vocal), Nathan Matticks (vocal),
Rose Maree Myers (founder)
As for me, I am always here if you need
me for anything beyond just where to find a
book you want to read.

Mr. Scott Ranger, Assistant
Teacher/Proctor
by Kingsley Gainey

Kingsley
Gainey:
Where
did
you
grow up, and what
attracted you to
Charleston
and
SOA?
Mr. Scott Ranger:
I was born in Buffalo,
NY. A job at College
of Charleston first
attracted
me
to
Charleston in January
2000. I was in Maine
for four years from
Mr. Ranger
2008 to 2012 when I
moved back to work at
Springfield College- Charleston Campus. SOA
is a unique school and it drew my interest.
KG: Where did you attend college and
what degrees did you earn?
SR: I went to State University of New York,
College at Fredonia; B.A. in Political Science
Kent State University; M.Ed. in Higher Ed
Administration Work in Student Personnel
Adm Appalachian State University; Ed.S. in
Leadership in Higher Education.
KG: Where did you work prior to coming
to SOA?
SR: I worked at Lowcountry Leadership
Charter School for three years and at Springfield
College- Charleston Campus for 5.5 years.
KG: What were some of your earliest
jobs? What did you learn from them?
SR: A morning paper boy. I learned a lot about
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responsibilities, organization, and handling
money.
KG: What interests do you have inside or
outside your job?
SR: I play ice hockey twice a week and I also do
a lot of yard work, landscaping and gardening.

Check out our archive at
soa-applause.com to read
every issue of Applause
from 1999-2021!

The Three Witches of Macbeth

Editorial comic
Features
By Sullivan Eppes

Page 30
Met Gala Fashion Rankings
by Carsyn Smith and Kenya Hines

I support
Body
positivity
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2 minutes later
by Sullivan Eppes

Cosmopolitan

Roanoke Times

Comments
OMG You
r so short
QWERT
AS D F GYU I O P
ZXCV HJKL
BNM

Billie Eilish- She was serving Lottie
from The Princess and the Frog. I
know that’s right! (amazing)
Anok Yai- She stole the show
and won the Met Gala. I don’t
care. (amazing)

NME

E! Online
Nikkietutorials- The prettiest
tribute to Marsha P. Johnson
(amazing)

GaffneyLewis is a Proud Sponsor of the Charleston County School of the

Frank Ocean- The doll was
a scary, but nice touch!
(average)

Arts and wishes all the Pegasus Community an Exciting and Healthy
2021-2022 School Year!

People

People

171 CHURCH STREET ⋅ SUITE 160 ⋅ CHARLESTON ⋅ SC
3700 FOREST DRIVE ⋅ SUITE 400 ⋅ COLUMBIA ⋅ SC
803.790.8838 ⋅ GAFFNEYLEWIS.COM

Litigating Throughout South Carolina

Addison Rae- It’s giving
SHEIN at the MET GALA!
(bad)

A$AP Rocky- I have the same
blanket at home so where’s
my invitation? (bad)
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SOA Calendar
by Remy Looper

October 22: End of First Quarter,
E-Learning Day
October 31: Halloween!
November 2: Teacher Workday
November 19: Applause November
Publication
November 22-23: Inclement Weather Days
November 24-26: Fall Break
December 17: Half-Day, Applause
December Publication
December 20-January 3: Winter Break
Members of The Phoebus Quartet, Elaina Gable, Margie Moore,
Yosef Chang, and Peter O’Malley perform on Seabrook Island on
Wednesday, October 13. Come hear them in person on November
19 at the West Ashley Theatre Center.  Free tickets available at
chambermusiccharleston.org.

Proudly supports Applause
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Student Artwork

“Halloween Still Life”
by Emmit Counts

“Confused Thoughts”
by Kayla Herrman

“Fish Out of Water”
by Lauren Holladay

“Choke”
by Rori Gregory

“Transparency”
by Schenayda Salido
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Page 34

Halloween Cereal

“self portrait as
persephone”

by Lawson Adams

by Kiran Narula, Senior
in the moment
the earth cracks
into a spider web
under me,
Hades kills
Mother Nature.
splits her in half
and swallows every
flower in the field
he found me in;

he swallows me, too.
i reach my arms out
for my mother on my way
down—
the beginning
feels like falling. it isn’t
long before i can’t
see sunlight, and it is
forever
until i forget the sound
of her voice. my mother
told me
not to play alone in the
field,
but i am only seventeen.
my mind does not know
more
than i want to lay naked
in the grass on a sunny
day.
and as the earth gives out
beneath the curve of my
back,
everything i once failed
to believe is true.
what makes a myth? my
mother
tells me never to shower
in a thunderstorm. my
father tells
me boys only want one
thing,
i park in front of the

Kiran Narula

windows at work
so everyone can see me
walk
to my car. sometimes, i
shower
with the lights off. what
do the boys
want? it’s too dark to tell.
a whole pomegranate fills
my entire palm. bite
into the bitter skin.
it was my mother
who restitched Mother
Nature
with needle and thread
each time Hades
reopened her wound.
caught me just before i
fell.
not this time.
this pomegranate isn’t
ripe yet,
nature’s lesion seals itself
above me. even the seeds
are sour. this darkness,
nowhere near as
comforting
as in my bathroom.
how many pomegranate
seeds does it take for
me to disappear?

Applause presents

Reeling in the Years:
A Celebration of ‘70s Rock
Tuesday, May 17, 2022
Rose Maree Myers Theater

On Halloween, it’s usually a bogus
but recognized tradition to see the mythic
faces of Booberry, Frankenberry, and Count
Chocula. But this year General Mills added
a new and rather ominous tasting cereal
to celebrate the 50th anniversary of their
Halloween cereal tradition: a mix of all the
Halloween cereals in their continuity and
those that are discontinued. This cereal
has been lovingly dubbed ‘Monster Mash,’
and it’s a mix of the current Booberry,
Frankenberry, Count Chocula, and the
discontinued Fruit Brute and Fruity Yummy
Mummy. The cereal pieces themselves
are the ghosts taken out of Boo Berry and
Frankenberry, whilst the marshmallows
come from all five of the formally listed
monster cereals. As for taste, it’s like a
Trix or Froot Loops cereal with the bonus
prestige of monster-shaped cereal and
marshmallows. Should you buy it? Of
course, you should! It’s one of those limited
release things, plus there is a surprise on
the back of the box, so check it out.
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Spider-Man Seen in Charleston

by Sullivan Eppes and J. Jonah Jameson, Daily Bugle

“A masked, vigilante menace
nicknamed Spider-Man has
been terrorizing the streets of
Charleston, sighted all over the
city. Sources say he is here to
help the police fight crime. But
there is NO definitive evidence
that this is true. If Spider-Man
was a real hero, like my son Jon
the astronaut, he would take
off the mask and show us who
he really is. What does he have
to hide? More news on this
menace next month.”

Staff writer Sullivan Eppes
*J. Jonah Jameson is a fictional introduces a new personality to
character in the Spider-Man Applause: Spider-Man. Spideruniverse.
Man has recently been found
around town, and Daily Bugle
Editor J. Jonah Jameson* is here
to report on his appearance.

Mr. Naas Quote of the Month
“Imagination is more
important than knowledge.
Knowledge is limited.
Imagination encircles the
world.” Albert Einstein
“All religions, arts, and
sciences are branches of the
same tree.” Albert Einstein

Former SOA Computer Science teacher,
Mr. Naas, has shared his wisdom with
Applause for many years. We would
like to continue that tradition after his
retirement.

Albert Einstein is more often
thought of as a scientist, not
as a philosopher. However,
he has many insightful quotes
on life that transcend his label

as a scientist. These are two
of my favorites that reflect
on what I consider the are
part of the foundations that
contribute to the success of
the SOA experience. Many of
you won’t pursue careers in
your art but will carry your
art into your careers. There
you will infuse the creativity
nourished at SOA into your
profession. You will bring new
perspectives and innovations
wherever your path takes you!
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SOA Slang Dictionary

by Norah Bernstein and Madelynne Burt
Berries and Cream
(noun) a fictional colonial dance
(adj) of a colonial or pilgrim style
Origin: a series of Starburst commercials that aired in 2007, featuring
a character called “The Little Lad,” who adores berries and cream. The
Little Lad explains that when he was younger, his mother made him do
the “Little Lad Dance” if he wanted berries and cream.
“The new haircut is giving very much berries and cream.”
Cancelled
(adj) used to describe an influencer whose career ended because of an
action or comment they made.
“He was cancelled for what he said in his latest Tiktok.”
Cheugy
(adj): of the millennial ‘girlboss’ aesthetic
“Your aunt Jessica’s ‘Dog Mom’ shirt is so cheugy.”
Devious Lick
(noun) a mischievously stolen item from school
*****DISCLAIMER: SOA does not condone devious licks
“I bagged a truly devious lick today (referring to a stolen soap dispenser)”
Drip
(adj) used to describe an outfit that is super cool; similar to the word
swag
“Mr. Clark has the swaggiest drip.”
Fit Check
(noun) a post or video used to show off a fabulous outfit
“Ayo, check the fit.’
Gaslight, Gatekeep, Girlboss
a funny phrase almost always used ironically as an exclamation after
one (usually a woman) does something impressive
Gaslight
(verb) to manipulate someone into questioning their own sanity
“She gaslit him into believing he shouldn’t be upset.”
Gatekeep
(verb) when a person in a community or fandom believes they have
the right to decide who does and who does not have access to the
community
“The skaters were gatekeeping the park and didn’t let the girl skate
with them.”
Girlboss
(noun) a woman in power who uses their privilege to take advantage
of people
“She’s such a girlboss for firing every employee during quarantine.”
Good Soup
(adj) something ridiculously delicious
(Referring to melted ice cream) “good soup.”
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Where Are They Now: Travis Dannecker
Former Vocal major, Travis Dannecker, updates Giovanni
Cusatis on what he has accomplished since graduating from SOA.
Giovanni Cusatis: What
college are you attending,
and what is your major?
Travis Dannecker: I am
currently living down in
Bradenton, Florida attending
the Inspiration Academy PostGrad Baseball Program. This is
technically a gap year for me,
but I am taking a couple of parttime classes online, so I don’t
lose my rhythm of balancing
schoolwork with baseball. My
life has been pretty busy since
graduating from SOA. The Travis practices his throw at the Inspiration
Academy Post-Grad Baseball Program.
day after graduation, I flew
down to Sarasota, Florida, to
participate in a one-month summer baseball league called the Florida
Gulf Coast League (the second-highest competitive summer baseball
league in the nation). I trained there every day and went to the beach
every weekend. I got lots of reps, coaching, and pitching opportunities
in that one month. After the league was over, I moved back home for
three weeks before moving back to Florida, where I will be until May. I
will, of course, be visiting my family over the couple of holiday breaks
we have throughout the year.
GS: In what ways are you still pursuing a baseball career?
TD: As you can tell, baseball is still the heart and dream for my future,
and I will play the sport until my body doesn’t let me anymore. This
academy is one of the best
ways to grow my skills in
the game. We practice five
times a week and have
strength and conditioning
training five times a week,
but on weekends we get
off to rest our bodies. This
academy will help me find
a college fit for me so that
I can play the game for
another four years and
hopefully more.
GC: In what ways did
SOA prepare you for
college?
TD: While living down
here, I can definitely
say SOA has prepared
me for adult living.
Decision-making,
time
A big factor in Travis’ future baseball career is
management,
and
staying strong. Here he lifts a dumbell.
schooling have all played
a big part in the way I live
today. SOA has also helped my communication and bonding skills.
I have two roommates in my apartment, so communication is a key
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CMC TWO
Fall Concert

THE PHOEBUS QUARTET

THE INDIGO QUARTET

RACHMANINOV
String Quartet No. 1, mvt. i

BACH
Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme

MENDELSSOHN
String Quartet No. 2, mvt. i

MOZART
String Quartet K. 157, mvt. i

Elaina Gable, violin
Margie Moore, violin
Yosef Chang, viola
Peter O’Malley, cello

Addie Black, violin
Alex Selby, violin
Megan Black viola
Decker Elam, cello

FRI. 11/19 @ 7PM - WEST ASHLEY THEATER CENTER
Free. Seating is limited, reservations required.
tickets available at chambermusiccharleston.org

CMC TWO, the official mentoring program of Chamber Music
Charleston, is part of CMC’s Youth Chamber Music Initiative.
Visit chambermusiccharleston.org to learn about student
tickets for performance, volunteer opportunities, and how
to join CMC TWO in future seasons.

CMC

Features

Page 38
factor in keeping this place clean and orderly.
GC: Do you have any advice for high schoolers
going into college?
TD: I would say my biggest advice for high-schoolers
getting ready to go to college is to make sure you learn how
to live by yourself. You will have to cook for yourself, do
your laundry, clean, and do schoolwork all on your own.
Cooking is a big factor because the majority of freshmen
will not have the funds to get take-out every day, so making
sure you can cook nutritious meals is a key part of college
and adult life. That being said, another necessary key is
having time management. Days will start to fly by since
there is minimal time for you to just sit around and play
video games or watch YouTube. Some days will be less
packed than others, but never let a day go to waste where
you could have done something productive. Lastly, sleep
is one of the most important things when going to college.
In high school, I would hate to go to bed before 10:30 pm,
but now I try to get to bed by 9:30 pm because I know that
if I am tired the whole next day, I will not be productive in
the weight room at practice, or doing schoolwork. College
and living on your own seem scary, and it was at first, but
once you get into a rhythm of doing things without parents
there to help you, it becomes pretty nice.
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The Middle School Orchestra performs their Fall Concert on Tuesday, October 12

“Best wishes for a great school year”

October 2021
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Where Were They Then: Mr. Derek
Pickens
by Lawson Adams

Lawson Adams spoke with Theatre
teacher Derek Pickens about his
childhood and journey to becoming part
of the SOA family.

Provided

Lawson Adams: What message
boards, image boards, forums, and
chat rooms did you use in middle
school/high school? What was
your screen name, and are you
embarrassed by it now?
Mr. Derek Pickens: So, I hate to admit
it, but the internet pretty much “came out”
when I was in middle school, so I was in that
first generation that lived without it and
with it. Early on, there was no real social
Mr. Pickens in 2012 at a
media, however, I did enjoy using Yahoo!
Charleston Stage performance.
Groups. They were message boards and I
joined a bunch of text-based RPGs, including
a Pokémon group and a Harry Potter group. My family also didn’t have
AOL, which was the most popular of internet providers then, but I still
used the AOL Instant Messenger (AIM) from middle school up through
college (circa 2008). I’m not embarrassed at all by my screen names,
however, they were a bit silly. The two I remember were CapAmerica85
(before all the movies came out, I was collecting his comics) and
BrdwayBoy85. Both have gone into the oblivion of the internet! My
first foray into
social
media
was MySpace,
and I’m pretty
sure I joined
either
my
senior year of
high school or
my freshman
year of college.
By my junior
year, a thing
called
The
Facebook (yes,
it used to have
“The” in the
name)
was
surfacing but
only
invited
colleges could
Mr. Pickens (top middle) with his high school’s cast of
join.
My
The Skin of Our Teeth, 2002
friends and I
petitioned
to
have our school added to the network, and in 2005 I was able to join!
LA: What was your biggest boogeyman in middle school/ high
school? How did you overcome it?
DP: Looking back on my middle and high school years, I think my
biggest “boogeyman” was not knowing who I was as a person. I didn’t
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really know where I fit in and I was constantly being made fun of for
my weight and being, what others considered, effeminate. As an adult,
if I could change things, I wish that I would have had a self-realization
sooner about who I am, which would have led to me coming out sooner.
It was very hard to be a member of the LGBTQIA+ community without
realizing I was - many others realized it before me, and I think that I
didn’t come to terms with it until later because I was in both self-denial
and lived in a very rural and conservative part of Maryland. Once I
moved away to college, I was finally able to come to terms with myself
and overcome it.
LA: What was your favorite Halloween memory from middle
to high school? Who
did you absolutely
love to dress up as?
DP: Sadly, I didn’t really
dress up that much in
middle and high school,
but started to dress up
more in college. The one
costume I remember
was when I dressed up
Mr. Pickens at his grad school thesis at SCAD
as Nightcrawler from
X-Men. I sewed together
my own costume, painted down part of my skin in blue, and had the
most amazing ears and tail! I also dressed up as Cyclops one year.
Apparently, I really liked X-Men. :)
LA: What stage show made you decide you want to become an
actor? Did you ever obtain a senior superlative for acting?
DP: I didn’t start acting until my sophomore year of high school, but
I did tech before that (mostly sound). I had been in the band since 5th
grade, and that took up the majority of my time since I was in both
the class and marching band. However, my theatre teacher at the time
convinced me to audition for a show called The Night of January 16th,
and that pretty much sealed the deal. The next year I got up the courage
to audition for the musical and played Rolf in The Sound of Music. Before
then, I had never sung in front of anyone, but that definitely started my
love for musical theatre. It wasn’t until my senior year that I decided I
wanted to go into theatre after doing productions of The Skin of Our
Teeth and a musical called The Boy Friend. That year I took home two
senior superlatives, which for a nerdy unpopular kid was huge! I got
both Broadway Bound (AKA Best Actor) and Teacher’s Pet (not sure
how proud of that one I am LUL).
LA: What made you decide you wanted to take the plunge into
teaching?
DP: During the summer, I would work at theatre summer camps and
fell in love with teaching that way, so I decided to make it my career. My
plan had always been to work in the theatre before teaching, so after I
graduated college, I toured the country doing theatre and then started
teaching in CCSD in 2014.
LA: What words of wisdom and inspiration do you have for
artists at this
school?
DP: Do what you love, even if someone encourages you to do something
else. Stick with it, and if you’re passionate enough about it - you’ll make
it! Also, kindness goes a LONG way. Most people would rather work
with someone a little less talented but kind than someone who is super
talented and rude.
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Horoscopes

Horoscopes
by Remy Looper

Libra (Sep 23 - Oct 22)
You have motivation, enthusiasm, passion, and the drive to act,
so act - your vision is clear and the time is right to act upon your desires.
Your boldness is working in your favor right now, giving you the ability
to turn your dreams into a reality. Persevere and accomplish what it is
that you’re working towards.
Scorpio (Oct 23 - Nov 21)
You are at the onset of a great journey that will lead you to many
places and many people you may have never expected to find yourself
around. Approach this future with a clear mind and level head. Now is
not the time for caution, but for curiosity - let your heart lead you down
the path you stand before.
Sagittarius (Nov 22 - Dec 21)
You’re juggling the parts of your life right now and trying to find a
sense of balance, and you’re doing it well. You’re able to take and handle
whatever it is life is throwing at you right now, even though it may be
draining and difficult to manage. However, don’t forget that there’s a
very fine line between coping with these demands and losing control.
Manage yourself carefully.
Capricorn (Dec 22 - Jan 19)
With the chaos that’s been surrounding you lately, it may feel as
though you’ve lost your sense of connection to the more domestic part
of your life. This is a good time to get back in touch with the people and
places you care about. Relax, let your hair down, enjoy the company of
your friends and allow yourself to let go of your responsibilities, even if
only for one evening.
Aquarius (Jan 20 - Feb 18)
As a rising young adult, it may be easy - and
necessary - to put yourself into a mature mindset and
take on your responsibilities the way an adult would.
Remember to not lose touch with your youth, that it’s
okay to act childishly every once in a while. The night
is still young; When you give yourself permission to be
playful, you can connect with your more authentic self.
Pisces (Feb 19 - Mar 20)
An idea or opportunity may have come to you
out of the blue. Your creative energy is flowing, and you
need a way to express it. You have the ability to take it
for yourself, or let someone else nurture it; the choice
is yours. Spend time nurturing the idea to see if it’s
something you want to pursue. Have an open, curious
mind, and go forward with both your head and your
heart.
Aries (Mar 21 - Apr 19)
Conflict is not something entirely unfamiliar to
you, and now it may feel like a constant uphill battle, be
it within your family, your friend group, or your school
life. You have come out on top of conflict before, and
you will come out on top once again. Persevere and
protect the fruits of your labour.
Taurus (Apr 20 - May 20)
Unlike with Aries, the conflict you have been
facing has reached a resolution of sorts, allowing you
to utilize your energy and propel yourself forward in
life. You’re busy, but the good kind of busy, where your
productivity is high and your plans are coming to near
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fruition. Everything is moving fast right now, so don’t fight the current;
use your momentum to reach your goals faster than you thought you
were capable of doing.
Gemini (May 21 - Jun 20)
No matter how frustrating it may be, you can’t always be
in control of what happens around you. Change is a part of life that
takes effort and maturity to accept, and now, with changes happening
all around you, it is time to practice that maturity. You can’t control
anyone or anything other than yourself and how you react.
Cancer (Jun 21 - Jul 22)
When opportunity comes to you, you may tend to turn it away
or judge it harshly - now is the time to reevaluate your priorities, and
decide if your current issues are worth ignoring new prospects. That
being said, don’t abandon all your current issues in your haste to pick
up something new. Now is the time to figure out what you need to
prioritize and what to let go of.
Leo (Jul 23 - Aug 22)
While things may have been slow or stagnant the past few
weeks, now the pace of life is picking up again, and it is picking up fast.
Don’t fall behind now, pick up your pace and find the new rhythm that
your environment is developing. You can hold your own in the busy
world that’s waking up around you. Prove it to yourself.
Virgo (Aug 23 - Sep 22)
You’ve been pushing away your past issues and conflicts,
burying them under your work or daily life or purposeful distractions.
You can’t hide from your problems forever, and now you’re realizing
this as they’re eating away at your stability. This is a time of uncertainty
and unease for you; don’t try to push things further away, but instead
connect with yourself and find out what it is that’s causing your distress.
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Classic Movie Review:
Halloween (1978)

Myers is dead, but he is, in fact, not. Myers
towers over her, knife-in-hand, and to the
rescue comes Myers’ psychiatric doctor, who
at that point had contributed nothing to the
film, firing six shots into his chest. Myers falls
out of a window, and when the doctor and
Laurie look out of it, he isn’t there. Shocker.
It’s so frustrating to go into a movie
thinking it’s going to be something spectacular,
something that leaves you on the edge of
your seat the whole way through. I’m really
starting to question the authenticity of film
critics because this is no better than Ewoks:
The Battle for Endor, a 1985 Star Wars madefor-TV film you probably have never heard
of. There are good films, and there are cult
classics; this one is definitely a cult classic.

by Peter O’Malley

Many films are praised for a brilliant
combination of writing, cinematography,
acting, and directorship. The Shining, Kill
Bill, and Goodfellas beautifully present each
of these elements, leaving audiences in awe
and hungry for more. After seeing Halloween,
I was not in awe, nor was I hungry for more.
I shut off the TV, brushed my teeth, and went
to bed. Halloween did not offer acting any
better than my Lego stop-motion fifth-grade
English project. Its writing was terrible, and
its cinematography was anything but special.
I had wanted to watch Halloween since
I’d seen its newest installment filmed around
Charleston in seventh grade. I’d only heard
good things about Halloween, so I decided
to give it a shot. Its ratings on IMDB and
Rotten Tomatoes made it out to be something
like the second coming of Christ, a privilege
to experience. I went into this film thinking
it would be up there with 2001: A Space
Odyssey, Taxi Driver, and Pulp Fiction.
I really wanted to like Halloween, but
everything that happened in its hour-and-ahalf runtime was either so poorly executed
or flat-out lame; it was laughable. The most
frightening part of this “horror” movie was
Jamie Lee Curtis’ character, Laurie Strode’s
utter cluelessness. Michael Myers, the knifewielding maniac, shows up in her house,
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POC Representation Movie
Review: Cinderella
by Carsyn Smith

and, instead of a) fighting back or b) running
away and finding someone to help, she
decides to hide in a closet. And for Myers’
convenience, breathing super loudly. When
he unsurprisingly finds her in the closet, she
stabs him in the face with a coat hanger, runs
out of the closet, leaves his massive kitchen
knife right by him, and decides to take a
breather right outside the room. You’d think
l�t flost anb (!ouritr
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The story of Cinderella has been
around for many generations but was
made famous by Disney’s animated
version in 1950. Since then, adaptations
starring celebrities have had a significant
impact on modern pop culture. Some of
the most notable favorites include Ella
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Enchanted starring Anne Hathaway,
Cinderella starring Brandy, and Another
Cinderella Story starring Selena Gomez.
These versions, in my opinion, can not
be beaten, but I was hoping that Camilla
Cabello’s performance would be just
as good. Unfortunately, as we see in
Cinderella, things aren’t always placed
in the best circumstances when it comes
to the wishes department. Throughout
this interpretation, I became unsettled
and second-handedly from mistakes that
would have been easy to fix if they had
spent more time on the project. When the
movie opens, we are set in a “small colonial
town” with Janet Jackson’s Rhythm Nation
sung by the townspeople.
Times like these are what I have the
most problems with during the film. They
decided to incorporate modern songs,
having the characters do covers of music that
not only switches periods multiple times
but also very rarely has large connections
to what is actually taking place. However,
when the audience is introduced to the
original songs of this movie, I found them
way more entertaining and enjoyable than
what I perceived as knockoff Glee covers.
The character development throughout
the story is a different rating for each
character. Cinderella, especially at the
beginning of the movie, didn’t seem that
badly treated, but I do think when we get to
the scene right before the ball, we see more
of that maltreatment she receives from her
stepmother.
On the other hand, the prince
has very little development. He almost
seems internally misogynistic when first
introduced to Cinderella when she says she
would like to have her shop one day and
has minuscule importance to the movie as
a whole. However, some of the characters
that I did enjoy were Idina Menzel’s
interpretation of the evil stepmother and
Billy Porter’s interpretation of the fairy
godmother. In other films, the stepmother
is seen to be strictly cruel and shows little
humility. Still, with this version, Idina
portrays her character as a woman who
loves her daughters and wants the best for
them but will not let anyone get in the way
of her plans once set in stone. And Billy
Porter was the absolute star of this film.
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I don’t know if I would have even tuned
in to this movie if I didn’t hear about this
groundbreaking,
stereotype-shattering
choice of casting. To have a black male,
especially the one and only Broadway star,
being the savior of not only Cinderella in
her predicament but also this film was
immaculate. From the orange costume
that complimented his skin perfectly to the
editing of him turning from a butterfly to
the fairy godmother and his voice singing
“Wish Upon a Star,” I thoroughly enjoyed
his take on this role. Overall, though this
movie may not have been my favorite, I
enjoy the behind-the-scenes work, such
as casting a POC Cinderella and Fairy
Godmother. Still, I wish everything else
that makes Cinderella such a classic had
been translated to the screen.

Contemporary TV Show
Review: Squid Game
by Kenya Hines

Squid Game is a new Netflix Original
series that has taken everyone by storm
this fall. The South
Korean
drama
was released this
year on September
17th. Four hundred
fifty-six
people
have been invited
to participate in a
series of 6 popular
children’s games.
Starting with Red
Light, Green Light,
and ending with
Squid Game itself,
the
show
had
me on the edge
of my seat. The
prize money is 46
billion won (USD
38.8 million), but
the price to pay in
your life. Now let
me tell you, I may
have agoraphobia,
but I love shows in
movies where the
main plot is “You
play the game or
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die.” Some of my favorites consist of the
series Alice in Borderland and the movie
Escape Room.
The show gradually gets more intense
and takes significant twists and turns,
especially towards the end. The production
process is insane, and it truly paid off. I
like the balance between the action and
emotional distress that takes place. This is
easily one of the top shows I’ve watched this
year and already one of Netflix’s top shows
to debut. The deeper moral that this show
also provides, including the V.I.P episode,
represents the classist social structure we
live in. Rich people would enjoy watching
people fight over a fifth of the money they
have, making this a vital point in the
storyline. The friendship to betrayal trope
enhanced the fact that people will do any
and everything to live. I think some of the
players were too nice. I mean, it’s a survival
game for a reason! Many people don’t like
Sangwoo because he is selfish, but at the
end of the day, he was trying to get his
money and survive, just like everyone
else. Plus, he’s super fine, so he’s one of
my favorite characters except for when he
broke my heart by doing #THAT towards
the end. Even weeks after watching it, this
show has me thinking, “What would I do
in this situation?” I know for a fact I am
not making it past the honeycomb game.
I’d just give up and eat it. There’s a reason
why everybody and their momma is talking
about Squid Game. If you like surprises,
not knowing what comes next, heartbreak,
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thriller’s and betrayal, this is definitely the
show to watch.

Classic Story Review: “The
Legend of Sleepy Hollow”
by Sullivan Eppes

“The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” by
Washington Irving is a short story set in
New York a few years after the revolutionary
war. At least for me, “The Legend of Sleepy
Hollow” is one of those stories that you
hear about without knowing the actual
story.
The story follows Ichabod Crane, a
nerdy school teacher in charge of the church
choir who spends his time talking and
gossiping with the town’s women. Ichabod
wants to marry a girl named Katrina
VanTassel, the town flirt who happens to
be the daughter of one of the richest men
in town. But what really makes me cringe
about their relationship is that Katrina is
eighteen years old, and Ichabod is twentyseven. That may not seem too bad, but
it’s a nine-year age gap. There is someone
in the town who Katrina likes, and he
likes her back: Brom” Bones” Van Brunt.
Brom is a rowdy teenager known to be a
troublemaker and, of course, makes every
girl in town go insane. He is always up late
at night making noise with his friends, so
the whole story is a grudge match over who
can marry this girl.
My overall thoughts on the

story are not positive. In my opinion, the
story did not have enough of The Headless
Horseman, the main reason most people
read the novel during October. He only
showed up at the end of the story, and even
then, it is revealed that it is most likely not
even the real Headless Horseman, but Brom
Bones in disguise. Though that last part is
up to interpretation, it is heavily implied.
It felt more like a romantic comedy than
a ghost story, focusing more on the love
triangle between Katrina, Ichabod, and
Brom Bones. When I read an acclaimed
“scary” story, I expect it to feature more
build-up and pay off to the main antagonist.
Instead, the book keeps you waiting. It
feels like Irving got three-quarters through
writing his story and then realized that he
had to put the Headless Horsman in it. But
when the Headless Horsman did show up,
the story was a little bit better. After all
that, I give “The Legend of Sleepy Hallow”
an unofficial “Sully Score” of four out of
ten.

Contemporary
Album
Review: In the Meantime
by Carsyn Smith

Alessia Cara’s third album, In the
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Meantime, truly encompasses her aesthetic
as a whole. Alessia got her big start when
posting her covers and original songs on
her YouTube when her song “Here” (which,

by the way, is still a jam) took off in 2015,
which opened the gates to her success now.
When tuning into any Alessia Cara song,
I appreciate that I can always count on a
certain sound from her that plays with her
gritty tone and indie-pop melodies. Still,
she takes her old side with this project and
uses speed changes, volume changes, and
effects to make things interesting. Some
of my personal favorites from this album
include “Unboxing Intro,” “Middle Ground
ft. CHIKA,” “Bluebird,” “Lie To Me,” and
“Best Days.”
“Unboxing Intro” is the opening
song for this project, or should I say the
opening 40 seconds of heaven and hell that
introduces listeners to the story. Alessia
starts with a slower blues feeling melody.
Then, while feeling a mix of calm yet on
edge, she slowly picks up the pace into a
ranting melodic speed where it almost feels
as though you are trying to keep track of
everything that she is saying. With lyrics
such as, “Do I call him? I feel nauseous.
Have I lost you? Have I lost it? Have I almost
hit the bottom?” at a faster than light pace,
it feels like an inner chaotic panic attack as
you wait for the following line when it just
stops. I can’t tell you just how many times
I have hit that replay button to go through
the rollercoaster again and again, which
truly makes this intro stand out.
“Best Days” is the main ballad of this
album that steals the show while stealing
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your heart, pulling you to find a comfy
blanket and sit and ponder the life you have
to live. This song could honestly classify as
my favorite of this project because of just
how much I connect with the lyrics she is
singing. With lines such as,” What if my
best days are the ones I’ve left behind and
what if the rest stays the same for all my
life?” and “But the hardest pill to swallow
is the meantime. Are the best days just
the ones we survive?”, that inspires you
to make the best of everyday because not
everyday is promised, which has become
a bigger reality in the last couple of years.
This is a running theme with Alessia Cara,
where she loves to indirectly touch on realworld problems, the aspect of what life is
in particular. Another aspect of this song
that I genuinely appreciate is how she
contradicts herself throughout the whole
song, which truly makes the listener feel as
though they are going on a journey with her
personally, whether you know the answers
to her internal questions or not.
The last song I will be touching on is “Lie
To Me.” “Lie To Me” touches on Alessia’s
upbeat side with a funky pop which can
also be compared to 90’s r&b. With an
independent woman message, she talks
about not letting the man she may be in
love with disrespect her by degrading
her or allegedly having other mistresses.
With lyrics such as, “Where are you when
you’re not with me?” and “I’d rather be by
myself than let you lie to me.” that brings
out her confident side and makes you feel
empowered in your self-worth.
I thoroughly enjoyed this underrated
album and recommend it to anyone who
hasn’t heard Alessia’s voice since her 2015
days.

Classic Album Review: Fire
by Lawson Adams

I’m no musician, but I love music and my
heart swells over the ability to talk about
something I’m passionate about. The
Crazy World Of Arthur Brown, this album
in particular, is the best psychedelic wild
ride you’ll ever take in your life. The reason
I say this is because it’s so ghoulishly
wonderful and nightmarishly chaotic in
its presentation, it’ll drive the most civil
fans of classical music to start bobbing
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their heads in symphonic unison. The two
most standout tracks on the album are
“Prelude/Nightmare” and “Fire.” “Prelude/
Nightmare” starts with a calm slow violin
track before picking up speed with organs
and chanting, then the tempo dies out,
and finally picks back up once again. I love
it. There is something primal about it that
makes me go, “Ooga Booga.” Then “Fire,”
oh my sweet nondenominational lord, this
track is a straight rager. The track starts
with Arthur Brown screaming out that he
is the “God of Hellfire,” then going on to
chastise the listener, talking about how he’s
going to consume their world in fire. Not
gonna, lie if I was a straight-edge, everyday
person, this track would scare me, which
is what makes it perfect for Halloween. It’s
got that snazzy organ, and everyone knows
good music has to have an organ. The for
Deep Tracks Rule of Law states that every
song that isn’t played on the radio is a
“deep track,” and, well, this album is the
elite creme de la creme for deep tracks.
My absolute favorite one is Arthur Brown’s
cover of “I Put a Spell on You.” Don’t get
me wrong, I love Jay Hawkins’ version of
the song, but Arthur’s rendition makes me
imagine myself, lost in a foggy field, while
Hawkins’ version causes me to imagine
myself in a murky swamp, walking on
stilts. Overall, The Crazy World Of Arthur
Brown has everything for everyone. It
has crafted chaos, dutiful drama, master
musicianship, powerful poetics, and potent
psychedelics. So, quit sleeping on it and
play it during Halloween.

Trivia
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5. Jason
Voorhees
4. The
Pumpkin King
3. Candyman
2. Ohio
1. Hocus
Pocus

Visit “SOA Applause” on Spotify or scan the code below to listen.

Alajah Thompson
and Aveh Singletary
Sophomore Fashion Majors

By Jada Fickling

by Judith Hamrick and Carsyn Smith

8/10

Answers

6. Marnie

Spotify Playlist

1. Hocus Pocus
2. North Carolina
3. Candyman
4. I don’t know
5. I don’t know
6. Kaitlyn
7. Sun and moon
8. Rocks
9. 21
10. 27

By Maya Drake

1. What classic halloween movie is about three witch sisters who were
brought back to life after being hanged in the 17th century.
2. In what state did A Nightmare on Elm Street take place?
3. In what horror movie is the tagline: “We dare you to say his name 5
times?”
4. What is Jack Skellingtons’ nickname in The Nightmare before Christmas?
5. Who is the villain in Friday the 13th?
6.What is the name of the teenager from Halloweentown who just
discovered she is a witch?
7. What shape are the amulets given to the twins in the movie Twitches?
8. It’s in The Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown what does Charlie Brown get
from each house while trick or treating?
9. How many days did it take to make the original Halloween movie?
10. How many years does Pennywise come back to prey on children in It?

1. Hocus Pocus
2. New Jersey
3. Candyman
4. Pumpkin King
5. Jason
6. Marnie
7. Sun and
Cresent moon
8. Rock
9. 50
10.27

7. Sun and
Moon

Questions:

Maya Drake
Senior Visual Arts

8. A Rock

by Jada Fickling

9. 21

Halloween Trivia

10. 27 years
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October Origami- Bat

by Julia Dubay - www.origami-instructions.com
1. Find a square sheet of paper.
2. Fold two opposite corners together to make a triangle. Crease the fold.
3. Turn upside down. Fold the triangle in half and crease the fold.
4. Unfold the crease you just made then fold the bottom half of the
triangle towards the top point. Fold so about 1cm of the top point is
showing.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

5. Fold-down the point.
6. Fold in half from right to left.
7. Fold a valley line, across the the base of the head of the bat to the
bottom of the body.
8. Repeat on the other side, crease folds.
9. Fold the bottom edge to the front edge.
10. Repeat on the other side
11. Create a ¨valley fold,” along the obtuse angles. Repeat on the other
side.
12. Pull the ¨wing tips,¨ out and carefully unfold but not fully, turn over.
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Help Mr.
Pickens find
Macbeth’s
Dagger!

Novelties

Page 47

SOA Sudoku
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“Running Through Life.”
Michael Laposta, 6th Grade
Band Major

Question of the Month

“Run and Fall.”
Landon Stisher, 7th Grade
Visual Arts Major

“Shrek, the Musical.”
Bella Adore Williams,
8th Grade
Theater Major
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“Xanadu.”
Mr. Colie
Middle School Visual Arts
Teacher

“If your life were a
musical, what would
it be titled?”
“111 First Dates”
Ms. Nestman
Middle School English
Teacher

“The Stupidly Awkward
Musical.”
Jay Pan, 9th Grade
Visual Arts Major

by Kayla Herrman, Lauren
Holladay, and Julia Dubay

“Little Miss Attitude.”
Helena Meloy, 10th Grade
Strings Major

“Legally Blonde, the
Musical.”
Sarah Overby, 11th Grade
Strings Major

“Amazing Grace”
Ms. Brenda
Cafeteria Staff

“All Stress No Sleep.”
Malaika Affonso, 12th Grade
Strings Major

