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From the Editor
Dear Readers,
 Welcome to the February edition 
of Applause! We’re excited about SOA’s 
production of Pippin, our first musical 
in five years, and Applause would like to 
join SOA parents in congratulating the 
cast (see pages 17-21). Other highlights 
this month include the Sinfonietta’s 
performance with renowned violinist 
Francisco Fullana on Thursday, 
February 10th, and Friday and Saturday, 
February 4th and 5th, the Strings 
and Band programs performed at the 
SCMEA Professional Development 
Conference in Columbia.
 In addition to Pippin, the February edition of Applause features articles focusing 
on Black History Month, Valentine’s Day, and SOA’s Band program. Flip to page 11 for an 
interview with former SOA Band major and winner of the Rose Maree Myers scholarship, 
Zach Gilbert, who moved to Nashville to pursue his career in music. Also on page 11 is an 
interview with SOA Band teacher Mr. Turner,  and on page 12 a collection of interviews 
with the cast of Pippin. 
 I hope you enjoy this latest installment of Applause. See you in our March issue, 
which will highlight the Fashion and Costume Design program as well as Women’s History 
Month!
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February 14- Valentine’s Day
February 16-18- Pippin Performances, 6:30 
p.m., RMMT
February 18- Early Release Day
February 19- Pippin Performances, 2:00 and 
6:30 p.m.
February 20- Pippin Performance, 2:00 p.m.

February 21- President’s Day- No School
February 22-23: High School Musical 
Theatre Cabaret    6:30 - 8 p.m.   Black Box
February 24: Jazz & Chamber Pre JPA 
Concert    6:30 - 8 p.m.   RMMT
March 4: SOA Fashion Show 6:30-9:30 p.m.
March 8: 8th Grade - The Neverending Story    
5 - 7:30 p.m.    Black Box
March 11: E-Learning Day
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Learning Should Be Personal
tm

THE PATH TO COLLEGE SUCCESS STARTS HERE
      

Your teen has big college dreams, but the competition to get into the best universities
is fierce! If your teen's test scores aren't where they should be, your teen gets test day
anxiety or you simply want to make the best impression with college admission teams,
turn to Sylvan for our SAT/ACT Prep Sessions! 

Our Sessions for the ACT/SAT can help your teen get comfortable with the test
questions and format, reduce stress, manage pressure and feel confident on test day
—and raise those crucial scores along the way! With our SAT/ACT Sessions, you teen
will:
     

• Practice the skills to raise scores — your teen will be introduced to key skills tested
on the SAT or ACT
      

• Feel confident and prepared on test day. Your teen will learn effective test-taking
strategies for all sections and subjects tested on the SAT/ACT
     

• Learn in ways that improve skill mastery Our SAT tutors use a proven mix of activities
to get concepts to click. We start with providing direct instruction to help students
grasp concepts, skills, and strategies needed for test success. Then, they apply what
they've learned to real test items.
      

      

      

SOA, are you ready
for the SAT or ACT

test? 
    

Start sessions early to get the full 28
hour test prep program

We have a 1:3 ratio
We work with your schedule

     

Call us today! We would
love to help you reach

your college goals!



Spring Sports
by Giovanni Cusatis

 As the winter sports season is concluding, spring sports are 
starting back up. Applause caught up with Brooking Eager and 
Lauren Bas to learn more about their upcoming season.

 Senior Band major Brooking Eager 
is starting her fourth season playing varsity 
softball for West Ashley High School. She 
started softball when she was seven, after 
having wanted to try something new, and 
has been playing ever since. She plays 
second base, third base, and outfield, and 
has played for multiple travel teams. Her 
goal this season is to hit a home run. 
 Sophomore Vocal major Lauren 
Bas is preparing for her second season 
playing softball for Lucy Beckham High 
School. She began playing two years ago. 
“My mom was an amazing player when 
she was young and I found some articles 
about her on the field.” She took interest very fast, and began learning 
about the game. She plays shortstop, third base, and pitcher. Her first 
team was a rec team, where she grew as a player. She has also played 
on a summer travel team, the Cooper River Raptors. Lauren has been 
preparing for the upcoming season since January 6th, with some of her 
former teammates. One of her favorite things about the team is the bond 
amongst the teammates: “In my last season, our team grew quickly as 
a family. I know I could count on any of the girls on and off the field.” 
Her goals are to bring her pitch speeds up, get better at batting, and 
learn how to slap (hitting from the left handed side and running while 
hitting the ball). She is excited to meet her new teammates and grow 
with them in the coming season.

Minor League Professional Sports: A 
Central Piece of Charlestonian Culture
by Ryan Hinske

 The South Carolina Stingrays are in full swing as the minor 
league hockey team grinds through their regular six-month season. 
Charleston is not a buzzing hockey city, but nevertheless, the people of 
the city love to watch local games at the North Charleston Coliseum.
 Maybe it’s the small city mentality that draws locals into the 
limited yet supportive sports culture of the Stingrays, like the Charleston 
Riverdogs, who play downtown near the Citadel. Or maybe it’s because 
celebrities like Ric Flair and Bill Murray have attended games in town. 
We need to take a closer look.
 I had the privilege of joining Stingrays Public Address 
Announcer Shane Griffin in the press box for a December 18th matchup 
against the division-leading Jacksonville Icemen. During the game, I 
was able to learn many things from him about the organization, and, 
more importantly, what it means to the city of Charleston.
 “The Stingrays have a solid reputation throughout professional 
hockey in developing young players. The East Coast Hockey League 
(ECHL) is considered ‘Double A’ hockey, and thirty-one former players 
have made the jump to the National Hockey League.”
 During their twenty-eight years of play, the Stingrays have 

claimed six division championships, six conference titles, and three 
Kelly Cups, their most recent from 2009. After a stellar regular season 
in 2021, they made the Kelly Cup Final, where they lost to the Fort 
Wayne Komets in a seven-game series. The season prior, they were first 
place in the Southern division for the first time in five years, before the 
remainder of the season was cancelled. That’s quite a successful history 
for a team that’s only been around for three  decades.
 This season, the front office completely rebranded their roster, 
with twenty out of the twenty-five Stingrays players being new to the 
team. “In any minor league sport, you will see players moving up, moving 
down, retiring, or playing overseas year to year. Player movements are 
part of minor league sports, and the Stingrays consistently make player 
moves to build the roster to be as competitive as possible.”
 Despite all the new faces coming in and heading out every 
season, Stingrays fans stay loyal to their team and are always behind 
the decisions that the front office makes. “The organization has some of 
the most passionate fans in all of minor league hockey. There are many 
that have been season ticket holders for decades, and most of them are 
at every single home game. Stingrays fans have a special connection 
to the team due to its longevity, winning tradition, and community 
connectivity.”
 If you read the Applause Sports Feature regularly, then you 
know that I don’t end these articles with sports alone. Beyond the game, 
the players, the media, the narrative, and every factor involved, there 
are thousands of stories that inspire, drive, and teach not just young 
athletes, but people of all ages regardless of their interest in athletics. 
If there’s any story to tell about the South Carolina Stingrays, it’s about 
just how impactful a sports team can be to a community, no matter 
what level of competition they are a part of.
 “The Stingrays are an organization that Charleston can be 
extremely proud of. The Coliseum is a fun place to enjoy a game 
with family and friends, the team is typically very competitive year 
in and year out, and it gives back to the community through multiple 
initiatives,” Griffin told me. “Everyone wants to win, but when you have 
an organization that gives back to the community the way the Stingrays 
do, it’s something a Charlestonian can be very proud of.”

Art History: Black History and Jazz Band
by Aryana Chinn
 
 Here’s how it goes, for 
me at least: it’s some summer 
day and my mom drags me 
out of bed to go to a music 
festival. “Jazz,” she says. I roll 
my eyes, thinking up some 
stuffy mood-lit lounge that 
I am inevitably going to fall 
asleep in. Oh, how wrong I 
am. We enter the city to find 
it bustling with people, scents 
and sounds echoing in the 
streets. Entering the festival, 
there’s hints of snare, double bass, trombone and piano. I stand 
bouncing around as it is incredibly difficult to stay still and think: “To 
whom do I owe this wonderful experience? Where did big jazz bands 
come from?” 
 Jazz had sort of a rough beginning, starting out as ragtime, a 
form of piano compositions honed by African American musicians in 
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the southeast along the Mississippi and Missouri rivers. At first being 
a way white Americans would mock African Americans, it was turned 
around by black creators and made a part of black culture in the 1890s 
and early 1900s. Ragtime was characterized by off-beat dance rhythms 
and banjo styles meshed with European music. Although ragtime 
was short lived and had a bit of a dark beginning, it was an important 
catalyst to the creation of jazz. 
 Jazz band saw its first popularity in New Orleans, with 
musicians such as the then famous trumpet player, Buddy Bolden, and 
Bunk Johnson and his Superior Jazz Band. As jazz made a name for 
itself in America, a composed version of it arose in the 1920s, known 
as swing. This was jazz refined, rhythmic, and balanced, with a variety 
in the instruments that contrasted each other. This is when we start to 
see prominent singers accompany jazz bands, such as Billie Holiday, 
who sang “Blue Moon,” and Ella Fitzgerald, who is known for her tune 
“Dream a Little Dream of Me.” 
 As jazz became popular in the North and Southeast, it continued 
to morph as new cultures and ideas were integrated. This, along with 
musical advancements throughout the 1900’s, made way for many 
sub genres. A style in the 40s called ‘bebop’ emerged, which focused 
on brass instruments and followed a pattern of jazz being heavily 
improvisational. If Louie Armstrong is of interest to you, let’s hope 
you have also listened to Dizzy Gillespie, a renowned bebop artist and 
trumpet player (who happened to grow up in South Carolina, by the 
way). 
 Free jazz emerged in the 50’s and 60’s, where the goal was 
not to be musically correct, but to convey strong emotions through 
experimental screeches and hoots with the brass instruments. Further 
in, the 70’s technology was introduced and changed jazz forever. Fusion 
was created, bearing the title of the first techno-based jazz subgenre. 
 The truth is, jazz is a culture-rich success story of hate being 
transformed to something so much more powerful and inspiring. It is a 
proud part of black history, as many of the leaders of jazz were African 
American. The ‘greats’ were able to stay true to the original ideas while 
adding their own spins, and that’s what caused it to be so popular and 
last decades. Unfortunately, the closest thing we have to presenting 
music in the paper is the Spotify list, so it’s up to you to go check out 
some of the great musicians of jazz. Enjoy!
 
Junior Cellist Performs Recital at 
Charleston Library Society
by Giovanni Cusatis

 Peter O’Malley, a Junior cellist at SOA, performed his Junior 
Cello Recital at the Charleston Library Society on Sunday, January 
30th. His recital featured three pieces, The Bach Cello Suite No. 4 in 
E- flat Major, the Elgar Cello Concerto, and Astor Piazzolla’s Le Grand 
Tango. 
 He started off the recital with the Bach, which was a six 
movement suite. It featured a lot of quick notes and runs, and it was 
fully memorized, which, for a twenty-minute Bach piece, is not easy. 
 Next was the Elgar Cello Concerto, accompanied by pianist 
Patrick Boyle. Also played from memory, the concerto was written 
in four dramatic movements. Each movement incredibly displays the 
instrument’s range and voice, from the passionate first movement, to 
the allegro molto second movement, the contemplative third movement, 
and finally the substantial, technically demanding fourth movement. 
Themes from the first and third movement reappear in the fourth, 
achieving a level of satisfaction for listeners. It is a great piece of music, 

and my favorite from 
the recital. 
 The final 
piece was Piazzolla’s 
Le Grand Tango, 
which was a single 
movement work that 
started and ended 
with fast sections, 
with slower sections 
in the middle. It was 
a really fun piece to 
listen to, and a great 
finale to the recital. 
 The Charleston Library Society was a great venue for this 
performance. Its homey environment was perfect for a recital. Also, 
the promotion for it was great, with posters hung all around school 
featuring artwork by Junior Band major Soren Jones. The next time 
he has a recital, I highly recommend going to watch!

Paint the Town Red and Gold! 
by Judith Hamrick

What’s going on around town this month?

Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater
February 15-16 (7:30pm)
The Gaillard Center
Join the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater’s return to the stage with 
their beloved dance masterpiece Revelations and other new and classic 
routines featuring spirituals, song-sermon, and gospel songs. (Tickets 
start at $29)
Ben Butler
February 3-12 & March 3-12 (assigned days/times)
Canon Street Arts Center
PURE Theatre presents a serious comedy written by Richard Strand 
following Benjamin Butler, a general at Fort Monroe, as he must face 
the moral dilemma of making a choice that could change the course of 
history. (Tickets start at $25)
Broken Skyline: A Tom Petty Bluegrass Tribute
February 11 (8pm)
Charleston Music Hall
Enjoy your favorite Tom Petty songs with a bluegrass twist in a unique 
concert experience performed by a quintet of five accomplished 
bluegrass musicians. ($18)
Murder on The Orient Express
February 9 - 27 (assigned days/times)
Dock Street Theater 
Charleston Stage presents the stage adaptation of Agatha Christie’s 
masterpiece, starring a train full of suspects solving the mystery of 
their lives. (Tickets start at $36)
Rumours - Fleetwood Mac Tribute
February 17 (8pm)
Charleston Music Hall
Spend a night with Rumours, the best Fleetwood Mac tribute band 
around, to relive all of your “Dreams.” ($25-30)

SOA Fashion Show on March 4th, 6:30p.m.

Peter plays with pianist Patrick Boyle

Provided



Editorial: The Legacy of Sidney Poitier
by Madelynne Burt

Sidney Poitier, a Bahamian-American actor, film director, and 
diplomat, died on January 6th, 2022. In 1964, he was the first black 
actor to win the Academy Award for Best Actor, making major strides in 
the film industry. As a trailblazing black actor in America, Poitier made 
an impact on the business for decades, and his legacy endures.

As an immigrant from the Bahamas at only fifteen years old, 
Poitier served in World War II, lying about his 
age. Following the war, Poitier picked up a job 
as a dishwasher while taking acting lessons, then 
began his career as a star of the stage and screen 
in the 1950s and 60s.

Because of Poitier’s accent and race, he 
was barred from many theater companies and 
laughed out of auditions. He worked hard to 
practice pronunciation by listening to the radio. 
He soon began studying acting while appearing 
in a series of productions. In 1946, he debuted 
on Broadway in the ancient Greek comedy 
Lysistrata.

Poitier’s career flourished in the 1960s 
with films such as To Sir, with Love, In the Heat 
of the Night, and Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner. 

Junior Theatre major Carsyn Smith sympathizes with the 
controversy he faced “claims that he was becoming an ‘Uncle Tom’” 
because he took roles that were typically reserved for white actors.

Carsyn admires the fact that Poitier was a part of “monumental 
moments such as having the first interracial on-screen kiss and the 
famous slap scene.” She respects “how dedicated and strategic he was 
when combating racism and showing off the black community.”

SOA Theatre teacher Mr. George Younts noted that his dad 
saw Poitier on Broadway in A Raisin in the Sun and visited him in his 
dressing room afterward with college students. “Dad was in awe.” Mr. 
Younts recounts sharing “an elevator with Poitier in New York City as 
a starving actor.” When he mentioned his dad’s interaction with him, 
Poitier responded,  “Those dressing room chats, at times, were more 
important than the play that I was doing.” “We are a better society due 
to him,” Mr. Younts added. “He was an artist who helped all of us to see 
what it is to be more human.” 

Junior Theatre major Kenya Hines is inspired by Poitier’s 
willpower: “He always stood his ground.” In the film In the Heat of 
the Night (1967), “the script detailed a white man slapping Poitier 
with no retaliation, but Potier insisted that he would slap him back. 
It is refreshing to see him call the shots, especially considering the 
oppression black people were experiencing at the time.” 

“Poitier’s career is an amazing example of black excellence,” 
said Kenya. “The impact his acting had has forever changed the film 
industry.” 

Female Artist Highlight: Eartha Kitt 
by Norah Bernstein 

Eartha Kitt, born in 1927, made a name for herself with her sultry 
voice and talent for film acting. Kitt grew up in the culturally diverse city 
of Harlem, where she was surrounded by relatives that pushed her to 
cultivate her talents. By the age of sixteen, she was traveling with a dance 
troupe in Europe, Mexico, South America, and cities all over the US. After 

touring all over the world, she became bilingual. She returned to Paris 
soon after the tour, where she got a job as a singer in a nightclub. She 
made her debut as an actress as Helen of Troy in Time Runs in 1950. Over 
the years, she went on to record hits such as 
“Santa Baby,” “C’est Si Bon,” and “I Want To 
Be Evil.” Kitt would even go on to portray the 
voice of Yzma in The Emperor’s New Groove. 

As notable as her musical 
accomplishments are her activism and 
presence in political issues. She was an avid 
advocate for LGBTQ rights and same-sex 
marriage, as well as  a member of the Women’s 
International League for Peace and Freedom. 
The mission of the WILPF was to end or 
prevent war, and to make sure that women 
had equal representation in political reform. 
Kitt was a prominent member of the league, 
and even went as far as meeting with the first 
lady at the White House. Her focus was on 
arguing the end of the Vietnam War and the 
draft, although her statements led to trouble for her career. For the next 
ten years, the CIA would keep a close eye on the activist. She persevered 
and discovered that many American families supported her actions, even 
though she was out of work and blacklisted for years. Her work led her to 
become one of the most influential female figures in both the artistic and 
political worlds of the time. 

This Month in Black History
by Madelynne Burt

February 2, 2014- Russel Wilson becomes the second 
black quarterback to win the Super Bowl, throwing for 206 yards 
and two touchdowns.
February 5, 1963- Byron De La Beckwith was convicted of killing civil 
rights leader Medgar Evers and received a life sentence.
February 8, 1915- The landmark film The Birth of a Nation, by D.W. 
Griffith, made its premiere at Clune’s Auditorium in Los Angeles. The 
film contributed to the revival of a much stronger Ku Klux Klan, which 
had previously dissolved in 1869. 
February 8, 1968- On the SC State University campus, South Carolina 
Highway Patrol officers shot protesters against racial segregation at  a 
local bowling alley in Orangeburg, South Carolina. 
February 11, 1990- Nelson Mandela was released after 27 years in 
prison for fighting South Africa’s racist apartheid state.
February 11, 2012- American singer Whitney Houston, a pop 
superstar in the 1980s, died at age 48.
February 18, 2006- American speed skater Shani Davis became the 
first B lack a thlete t o w in a n individual W inter O lympics g old medal 
when he placed first at the Games in Turin, Italy.
February 21, 1965- Malcolm X, a racial activist during the Civil 
Rights Movement who expressed racial pride and black nationalism, 
was assassinated.
February 25, 1964- American boxer Muhammad Ali became the 
world heavyweight champion by knocking out Sonny Liston in seven 
rounds.
February 29, 1940- For her performance in Gone with the Wind 
(1939), Hattie McDaniel became the first African American to win an 
Academy Award for best-supporting actress.
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Editorial: More Than Just a Day Off
by Ryan Hinske

 As SOA students reached the middle 
of January, they were greeted with a four-day 
weekend that included a teacher work day (for 
the end of the quarter) and a national holiday: 
Martin Luther King Jr. day. The third Monday 
in January is designated for the celebration of 
MLK’s birthday, as well as his legacy surrounding 
the Civil Rights Movement. Yes, the break is 
great, but the reason beyond the formation of this 
holiday goes beyond just a day off.
 In 1983, President Ronald Reagan 
signed the holiday into law, and its observance 
began in 1986. However, this was met with 
resistance. Reagan himself was reluctant to sign 
the bill because of the cost concerns of having another paid holiday for 
government workers. Alabama, Arkansas, Mississippi, and Virginia 
combined the new holiday with Robert E. Lee’s birthday, purposefully 
diminishing the weight of MLK Day by celebrating the Confederate 
general.
 And as for South Carolina, it was the last state to make MLK Day 
an official state holiday when Governor Jim Hodges finally gave in at the 
turn of the century in 2000.
 Lying within the persistence of controversy surrounding equality 
is the true meaning and origin of this holiday. More important than 
any celebration or honoring of a Civil Rights hero is a reminder of how 
important it is to keep pushing, as MLK did in the 1960s.
 If the past two years have taught us anything, it’s that the fight 
for equality is far from over. Reemerging reminders of the deep-rooted 
flaws of a great portion of Americans have proven to us what MLK Day, 
Black History Month, Juneteenth (which just became a federal holiday 
last year), and other significant African American celebrations are all 
about.
 In an article on urbanfaith.com, Sergeant First Class Derek White 
put it this way: “I think that MLK being observed most definitely holds 
weight for both older and the younger generations. One way to ensure 
that our past does not repeat itself is by honoring people like Dr. King 
and his legacy and what he fought for and stood for.”
 Holidays like MLK Day are in place as reminders of how 
awareness influenced our past so that terrible events like the death of 
George Floyd aren’t the only events that enforce awareness. This holiday 
should be used to teach our younger generations of the sacrifices made 
in our past and the importance of continuing their legacy.

 As Black History Month continues, let’s use these positive 
reminders of how far we’ve come along with the work we still have to do 
as more than just days off, but ultimately as days to resonate and reflect 
on these reminders.

Editorial: SOA Welcomes Back School 
Musical
 First appearing at the 
Imperial Theatre on Broadway 
on October 23, 1972, Pippin is a 
timeless tale recounting the story 
of a young prince and his quest for 
a purpose in life as he navigates war 
and love. This will be the first SOA 
musical since the popular 2017 
production of Grease.  Like past 
musicals, such as Peter Pan, Big 
River, The Wiz, and Hairspray, 
Pippin brings together students 
from all majors to showcase their talents on stage.
 Planning for this musical has been challenging for the team of 
organizers, namely, director, musical director, and producer Mr. Derek 
Pickens, who faced  obstacles such as finding face masks that won’t 
restrict vocals and dealing with a  limited seating capacity. Mr. Pickens 
says his best memories of high school are from his performances in 
school musicals. He began planning for his first SOA musical, always a 
colossal undertaking, when 2020 came along and postponed the show 
indefinitely.
 During challenging times, we turn to the arts for solace and 
stability, and we all look forward to February 16-20 in the Rose Maree 
Myers Theater.  Junior Vocal major Norah Bernstein is thrilled to see 
the musical return. After hearing great things about SOA’s musicals her 
Freshman year, she and her peers are eager to put on a first-rate show 
for the community. Following a difficult couple of years, SOA has shown 
resilience with preparation and Norah views the musical as “something 
that we can finally bring back and look forward to.”
 In addition to Mr. Pickens, his cast and  ensemble, thank you 
to choreographer Ms. Tillotson, assistant director Ms. Horn, Mr. 
Christensen and his tech crew and Mr. Picken’s intern, Ms. Goodman.  
We encourage you to purchase tickets at soatheatre.ludas.com and join 
us in celebrating Pippin and the return of the SOA musical.
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Sass Attack: Valentine’s Day
by Madelynne Burt

 When I think about Valentine’s Day, the 
first thing that comes to mind is a celebration of 
capitalism: overpriced roses, diamond earrings, 
useless teddy bears, and expensive meals. 
Although the love-centered holiday claims to 
be a date to honor romance, it seems to glorify 
overconsumption. 
 For those in relationships, the holiday 
often causes a lot of stress: picking out an 
impressive gift, planning a high-stakes romantic 
date, choosing a decent bouquet, compiling the perfect outfit, and paying 
for it all. 
 For single folks, the date is even more dreadful: trying their best 
to ignore the excessive PDA, sitting at home while the rest of the coupled-
up world celebrates, and either accepting their situation or soaking in 
their singleness.
 Supposedly, this frivolous holiday is all in the name of Saint 
Valentine, but who even is that guy, and why is he in charge of who gets 
Cupid’s arrows?
 To be honest, when I first sat down to write this article, I was 
planning on simply roasting the excessive nature of Valentine’s Day, but 
through a rabbit hole of research, I became invested in the lore of how 
the day came to be.
 It’s tough for historians to trace back to the exact origin of the 
holiday, but they estimate it was first celebrated around the third century 
in ancient Rome. It is commonly believed that Valentine’s Day morphed 
from the Roman festival of Lupercalia. This holiday was not a romantic 
one, however; it was bloody, violent, sexually-charged, and celebrated 
with animal sacrifice and random matchmaking to ward off evil spirits. 
 Because the events of Lupercalia were not aligned with the beliefs 
of the Catholic Church, it is likely that they created Valentine’s Day to 
overshadow the Pagan holiday. So petty. If the Catholic Church and the 
Pagans were teenagers, the Catholic Church was throwing a party on the 
Pagan’s birthday just because they could.
 Centuries later, the romance holiday is dominated by Hershey’s 
chocolates, the greeting card industry, and children’s candy grams. The 
holiday has become a pink and purple cash-cow commercial success.
 Whether you’re heading out for a date with your significant other 
or staying in with a container of ice cream, consider the true origins of 
this ancient Pagan holiday, and maybe how much cheaper a goat sacrifice 
would be than a reservation at Hall’s Chophouse.

A Call to Comics
by Lawson Adams

 My comic book reviews are dead, and like a phoenix rising from 
the ashes, it has been brought to life in the form of a column. So let’s 
take a moment of silence and a moment of cheer for the next couple 
of months to come. In honor of Black History Month, I’m going to talk 
about one of my favorite comic book writers, Dwayne McDuffie! 
 I sincerely hope the name sounds familiar, because this man 
had an impact on the childhood of millions of kids in the early twenty-
first century. I’m serious, from the founding of Milestone comics, 
the production and writing of such wicked shows as Justice League 
Unlimited, Static Shock, and Ben 10. But the reason I want to talk about 
this person specifically is because of his great impact on our culture. 

I say this because McDuffie saw what he 
believed to be a problem and went out to fix 
it. That problem was Black representation 
in comics, and the lack thereof. Before the 
release of Milestone, the only notable black 
superheroes were Black Lightning (an 
Olympic athlete/superhero), Jon Stewart 
(one of the Green Lanterns), Mal Duncan 
(literally just some guy that hung around 
with the Teen Titans), and Cyborg, (a 
member of the New Teen Titans).
 I’m not saying that these characters were bad, far from it. These 
characters rank as some of my favorites personally, but in their premiere 
issues, there was just something rather milk-toast about them, which 
is why McDuffie created Milestone Comics. So, you may be asking: 
“Who were the stars of Milestone?” Only the coolest people around. 
They had Icon and The Rocket, Blood Syndicate, Hardware, Static, and 
The Shadow Cabinet. And what I loved about Milestone Comics was 
that the characters in these books were portrayed as relatable, dynamic 
characters. My favorite series from the Milestone label was Static, 
coincidentally the character that had the widest appeal. I have adored 
Static ever since I was a little kid when I watched reruns of the Static 
Shock cartoon, alongside episodes of Batman: The Animated Series 
and Justice League Unlimited. Static was simply a cool dude with an 
attitude, and I just fell head over heels for that. Thirteen years later, I can 
appreciate the nuances of the comic it was based on, and I adore Static 
even more.
 To conclude and cap off my thoughts, I just want to thank Dwayne 
McDuffie for the impact he had on my life, and hopefully the lives of 
others. What makes this a bittersweet moment for me is that McDuffie 
was a once-in-a-generation writer, so we may never see one of his ilk 
again. The man would’ve been sixty years old this February, so in honor 
of his memory and legacy, please check out the Milestone line. I swear, 
you’ll love it.

Carsyn’s Take: Megan Fox and Machine 
Gun Kelly’s Wedding Ring Debacle
by Carsyn Smith

 Love comes in so many different ways… yet, somehow, I can 
definitively say that this is the wrong one. Actress Megan Fox and 
musician Machine Gun Kelly have been in a public relationship since 
March of 2020. That month automatically was a dumpster fire in 
everyone’s minds, but when it comes to having a “healthy relationship” 
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for almost two years, I would have hoped for 
a better outcome.
 On January 12, 2022, MGK proposed 
to Fox outside of a spa next to “the tree they 
fell in love under.” Everything was pretty 
normal for this couple’s low standards, 
however, the outfit MGK proposed in was not 
it. He made his entrance dressed as what can 
only be described as a yassified Beetlejuice, 
or one of those sequin pillows you find at 
Claire’s that flips up and down. As if things couldn’t spiral downhill from 
this fashion faux pas, then came… the ring. At first glance, the ring is, 
at best, okay-looking. I like the color scheme of white, forest green, and 
gold, but something about the way the gems are designed makes it look 
fake and cheap.  But that’s not even the worst part; he made a literal 
demon of a ring for her. This poor woman had no idea of her fate when 
she put it on. The piece of jewelry has thorns! It was revealed by MGK 
himself that he added “thorns” to the band of the ring so that it hurts 
to take off.  If I were Megan, I think that the metaphor of love surviving 
through pain would touch my heart, but I would most likely file for a 
divorce and surgically cut the ring off the next day.
 Although I am aware, even as a person who is single, that “love is 
pain,” I can clearly see the toxicity of this relationship. When I imagine 
love, this is not it. Having a “possessive” partner and having a “protective” 
partner are two completely different things. MGK’s ring definitely falls 
more on the possessive side. 
 Though the majority of people on social media found it 
unnecessary and controlling, a minority were defending MGK’s and 
Megan, saying that it was like something out of a fanfiction or Archive 
of Our Own story. Don’t get me wrong, I can see the vision, but when 
real life people (especially celebrities) start to mimic CRINGE COUPLE 
BEHAVIOR, that’s where Carsyn draws the line. The toxicity that has 
been romanticized due to stories such as these is an iceberg slowly 
cracking from bottom to top. However, I do believe this ring debacle was 
not completely at the hands of fanfiction and its outcomes, and was more 
just MGK being weird. 
 Ever since Megan and MGK began dating, the internet has been 
tearing into him due to the fact that Megan Fox can easily be classified 
as the epitome of beauty. MGK, although good looking overall, is not 
the celeb beauty standard. Although I don’t like the premise of the 
ring, maybe it’s worth thinking that the insecurity that came with this 
relationship led him to try to be the “dream boyfriend,” and become a 
little too protective for his own good. All I know is that this situation 
could have stemmed from many places, and who knows… maybe Megan 
is head over heels for that ring. Hopefully she is, because it seems like 
she’s never getting it off!

February Fashion: Date Night
by Kenya Hines

 It’s February, which means my least favorite holiday is here: 
Valentine’s Day. Yes, maybe I’m just bitter since I don’t have my own 
date. I have to spend the rest of the year watching couples hold hands in 
the hallway and kiss each other goodbye before fourth block. Gross. The 
worst part is, I have so many cute date outfits, but no one to go on a date 
with. The best I can do right now is pick clothes from my closet, plan for 
the future, and share date outfit ideas with you guys.
 The most important thing is to plan for the weather, and 
Valentine’s Day this year looks like it will be a little bit chilly. If you’re 

planning on stargazing and eating a box of pizza 
with your partner, then make sure to layer up. A 
nice turtleneck under a trench coat is my classic 
go-to. Pair it with your favorite pair of boots and 
warm socks for maximum comfort, and bring a 
blanket if you’re going to cuddle up under the 
moon (totally not jealous).
 Going to a nice restaurant? At the 
moment, I am obsessed with velvet. Velvet 
dresses, velvet pants, even velvet belts. It 
can turn any simple outfit into something 
outstanding. While on the topic of pants, flared 
pants with platform shoes, heels, or boots truly 
are my weakness. A nice button up or blouse 
can take you a long way. Outdoor restaurant? Fuzzy jacket! Wear a nice 
pair of gloves for the pictures you’ll 100% take after you finish eating. 
 Maybe you’re doing something a little more fun, like going 
bowling or playing laser tag. You definitely don’t want to run around in a 
pair of four-inch heels (if you can, go for it!) so, sneakers might be your 
friend for the time being. A nice pair of ripped jeans, black or denim, 
will do you well. Match it with a short sleeve T-shirt and a cardigan over 
top in case you get hot. Hair clips are also a cute accessory to add onto 
your outfit! Mix and match different colors and prints to add a little bit 
of “umph.”
 Colors I would recommend for your Valentine’s Day festivities 
are obviously red, white, and pink. Any pastel colors will compliment 
you well, and heart print will be perfect for the occasion. I hope you guys 
enjoy your Valentine’s Day and Valentine’s weekend. Don’t enjoy it too 
much, because I’m a bit bitter and hateful. 

Mr. Tim: Big Impacts in Little Time
by Aryana Chinn

 Right now, SOA is in a weird period of time where we’re still 
seeing major effects of COVID, but everything seems to be almost 
back to normal. The changes we have to 
make for normalcy are always being ready 
to compromise, and being compassionate 
towards each other. One person that has 
exhibited these traits who may not be known 
to a lot of SOA students is Timothy Green, 
the bus driver on route 570. In the recent few 
weeks after winter break, students from James 
Island and other areas have been down one 
bus driver due to unforeseen circumstances, 
leaving them with no other choice but to cram 
on to the other two buses that ferry to the same 
locations. Fortunately, Mr. Green (also known 
by the students as Mr. Tim) was grateful to step 
in and pick up the stranded kids. 
 Mr. Tim has been driving buses for various schools for fifteen 
years, but only began ferrying SOA and Academic Magnet students this 
year. While COVID affects the students, it has been tough for school staff 
as well. “Things have been strenuous with the limitations, restrictions, 
and labor shortages,” Mr. Tim explains, “Hopefully we will return to 
some normalcy. I really miss seeing smiling faces.” Although little can be 
done by just one person, Green has been making the most of his impact. 
“Yes, my time is short with my passengers, but I try to set the tone for 
the day with a ‘Good morning.’ A quote that I love to use is from Maya 

Aryana and Mr. Tim on the 
bus
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Angelou: ‘People will forget what you said, people will forget what you 
did, but people will never forget how you made them feel.’ I have used 
this in my day to day life to ensure that I show a positive attitude, and 
make my passengers feel welcomed.” 
 I had the honor of talking to a few kids about their experiences. 
Gracie Pennington, an eleventh grade Strings major, was a 515 bus rider 
who noticed the positive changes when switching over. “Mr. Tim always 
cracks jokes and is a smiling face and kind person overall. It is a really 
nice change from most of my bus experiences.”
 Luciana Colavita, a ninth grade Piano Major, comments on Mr. 
Tim’s dedication and connection with students. “Mr. Tim has made my 
experience on the bus a lot better. He is always on time to pick us up and 
drop us off, which is helpful if you have places to be after school.  He 
also always asks people how they’re doing and tells jokes. He’s always 
smiling.” Although Luciana has been riding bus 570 for a while, it is 
apparent that Mr. Tim has made an impact on his long term riders, and 
not just those who transferred. 
 This isn’t to say that 570 is a free-for-all; just like the other buses, 
it has guidelines. Mr. Tim has assigned seats and an attendance check, as 
well as rules to remain seated and keep the snacks to a clean minimum. 
The aspects that allow there to be a friendly relationship while also 
adhering to the rules, Green says, is honesty and openness from the 
beginning. “Keeping myself approachable is important, so if a problem 
arises, it can be discussed and together we can come up with a solution.”
 Gracie Pennington agrees that this type of relationship with school staff 
can really help during uncertain times, with COVID still being pretty 
rampant. “COVID has been a tough ride (pun intended) for everyone 
involved, and I think a lot of the animosity, stress and fear can be 
alleviated by simply doing kind things for others, which applies to both 
staff and students.” 
 A special charm comes from the decorations Mr. Tim has used to 
brighten the bus’s atmosphere. Luciana explains, “When someone stops 
riding the bus, he takes their name tag and tapes it to the ceiling so there 
is this amazing collage of them. He also asks kids to make signs for the 
bus. He’ll give them a 570 sign to decorate and say, ‘Surprise me.’” With 
an abundance of creative art kids, this type of involvement is just what 
SOA needs. Mr. Tim weighs in on his tradition, “As a driver, I am tasked 
with assigning seats to each student. To make it special and to add some 
color to the bus, I get each student to personalize their name tag. So that 
the tag lasts through the school year, I laminate them and keep them, 
along with pictures or anything that’s given to me by a student. The tags 
that are over the seats belong to current students, and the tags that are 
on the ceiling are from former students. Great memories to keep.” 
 Clearly, even a little bit of kindness can go a long way. Although 
contact is limited to a few minutes each day, students still recognize the 
difference he makes. In Mr. Tim’s words, “Be the best you that you know 
how to be, know that how others treat you has nothing to do with you, 
stay positive and focus on the good, and remember to leave some love 
and care for yourself.”
 
Where Are They Now?
Giovanni Cusatis talked with 2016 SOA 
graduate Zach Gilbert about his life after 
high school.

GC: What have you been up to since 
high school?
ZG: Wow, since high school there has been 
a lot of amazing things that have happened. 

I’ve released two entirely solo projects, meaning 
I did the bulk of the heavy lifting on those. I 
went to college for four years, joined a party 
band that played ALL around the Northeast, 
performed and recorded in COUNTLESS 
performances, and graduated in my living 
room… the pandemic ruined a lot of things for 
a lot of people, unfortunately, but life goes on, 
right? Go on, it has, as I’m moving on February 
4th, 2022 to Nashville, Tennessee to start a 
career in music.
GC: What type of music career are you 
pursuing?
ZG: I’m actually hoping to become a full-time 
performer and studio musician. For a little 
more explanation on the latter, because I think everyone knows what a 
performer is. Essentially, if someone, let’s say, needs a saxophone solo 
on a song, or a “New Orleans” clarinet style solo on a song, I’d go into a 
studio, sit with the songwriter and their producer, listen to the track a 
few times, get mic’d up with the engineer, and lay down the track, do a 
couple takes, and leave the rest to the artist and their team.
GC: Where did you go to college and how did it help you in 
your career?
ZG: So, I went to a college called Berklee College of Music in Boston, 
MA. It helped a lot within my career as I made valuable connections 
that I still utilize today, and was playing for about eight hours a 
day with classes, rehearsals, and studio time combined. Also, being 
mentored and taught by several of the best in the business didn’t 
exactly hurt, either! Working with world class musicians like Joe 
Lovano, Tony Trischka, Amanda Monaco, and Charlie Lewis made for 
some amazing experiences, playing the most incredible, exciting, and 
intense music I’ve ever created. Those relationships are invaluable, 
too, because they can introduce you to more world class musicians. I 
met Joe Lovano and Dave Liebman through a teacher of mine, George 
Garzone, who isn’t exactly a slacker on the horn himself!
GC: What advice do you have for graduating high schoolers 
going into college/a career? 
ZG: Hmmm, that’s a tough one. Well, for starters, find something you 
love, something you can’t live without, then learn EVERYTHING you 
can about it. Another thing you need to be PAINFULLY aware of is that, 
in college, if you do it right, there will ALWAYS be someone better than 
you. Everything that you have accomplished, they did it twice as fast, 
blindfolded. This isn’t necessarily a bad thing, though, as the CORRECT 
way to go about it is to befriend them and learn as much as you can 
from them. Finding people who are better than you is the easy part; it’s 
the not comparing yourself to them and learning as much as you can 
from them.

Where Were They Then?
Giovanni Cusatis reached out to SOA Band 
Teacher Mr. Ken Turner to learn more 
about his time both at and before SOA.

GC: Where did you grow up, and what 
are some of your favorite childhood 
memories? 
KT: I grew up in Sumter, South Carolina. I 
am a fraternal twin, my older sisters are also 



fraternal twins, and we have a younger 
sister, so my childhood with five kids in 
my family was crazy and fun! I cannot 
remember a time I was ever lonely. My 
twin brother and I fought all the time, but 
were also best friends, and we got into lots 
of trouble together (not serious trouble, 
though). I just remember a whole group 
of neighborhood friends that hung out all 
the time, until I joined the high school band. In high school, I was pretty 
much a band and choir geek, and many of my close friends were involved 
in one of those two activities. I also was on the school newspaper staff 
my senior year, which I really enjoyed. 
GC: What was life like after high school? Where did you go to 
college?
KT: After high school, I majored in Music Education with a Performance 
Certificate at the University of South Carolina. The Performance 
Certificate, at USC, is the equivalent of double-majoring. So, I essentially 
double-majored in Music Education and French Horn Performance. 
While working as a full-time band director, I also earned my Master’s 
Degree in Wind Conducting from USC in 2000.
GC: Where did you work before SOA? 
KT: Prior to coming to SOA, I was the director of bands at several high 
schools in the Columbia area throughout my 30-year career. I most 
recently taught at River Bluff High School from 2013 to 2019, and at 
White Knoll High School from 2008 to 2013. I also taught at Chapin 
High School and Irmo High School many years ago. 
GC: What made you want to become a teacher? 
KT: I excelled at band and choir in high school. But, until my senior 
year in high school, I had no idea that I would go to college and become 
a high school band director and professional musician. My family was in 
the auto business, so I just assumed that my career would be to continue 
the “family business.” But, during my senior year, my high school band 
director encouraged me to pursue a career in music education, and the 
rest is history. I still thank him often for what he did to totally change 
the trajectory of my life.
GC: Do you have any advice for aspiring musicians? 
KT: Talent is great, but hard work levels the playing field every time!! 
When you decide to take a day off from practicing, remember that there 
are many people out there that didn’t make that decision, and they are 
working to be better than you at that very moment. Also, YouTube is the 
greatest resource for musicians ever created! You literally have millions 
of the best musicians in the world at your fingertips. We all need to listen 
to professional musicians constantly to have a mental picture of the 
sound you want to create. It was so much harder when I was your age to 
find recordings to listen to. Finally, go to as many live performances of 
all genres as you can afford, and when you do, watch and listen without 
distraction. 
GC: In what ways have you been involved in band outside of 
school? 
KT: Outside of SOA, I am frequently asked to conduct honor band 
clinics, and to work with high school and middle school bands across the 
southeast. I am the Principal Horn in the SC Philharmonic Orchestra, an 
orchestra I have performed professionally with since 1992, while being a 
full-time band director. I often perform with the Charleston Symphony 
Orchestra, the North Charleston Pops, and many other freelance 
ensembles throughout SC. I also maintain an active career, during the 
summer, as a marching band drill designer for high school and college 
marching bands in SC, Tennessee, Texas, and Missouri. I stay really busy 
outside of school!
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Meet the Cast of 
Pippin

Applause sat down 
with the main cast 
members for an 
interview.

Morgan 
Schatmeyer, Berthe
Norah Bernstein: What is 
your experience with musical 
theatre?
Morgan Schatmeyer: I’ve been 
doing theatre for 
about ten years 
now, musical 
theatre being 
i n t e r t w i n e d 
from time to 
time. One of my 
favorite roles 
I’ve ever played 
is Yente in Fiddler on The Roof!
NB: What has been your 
favorite part of Pippin so far? 
MS: My favorite part has definitely 
been working with these extremely 
talented people. 
NB: Could you tell us a little 
bit about your character? 
What is your favorite part 
about playing Berthe? 
MS: Berthe is definitely 
something. She is Pippin’s 
grandma, but she does not claim 
that role of “granny.” She lives life 
to the fullest, which I admire about 
her. My favorite part about playing 
her is developing all the nuances 
that I can create within her sassy 
remarks.
NB: What is your favorite 
number from the show?
MS: I want to say “No Time At 
All,” but something about “Simple 
Joys” is just SOOO good. Tai and 
Meredith never miss. 
NB: What do you do to get 
in character before you 
perform?
MS: I have played many grandmas 
in my time. I always just try to 
get in that mindset. Also, I have 
been watching Andrea Martin’s 

performance, which is incredible. 
NB: Do you have a favorite 
line? If so, why?
MS: “VERSE!” If you want to 
know why you’ll just have to see it. 
NB: What do you most look 
forward to for opening night? 
MS: I look forward to performing 
in my first school musical- also 
seeing if the audience will sing 
along with me. 

Sammy Oronce, 
Charles
Norah Bernstein: What is 
your experience with musical 
theatre? 
Sammy Oronce: In 7th and 8th 
grade, I was in 
the Peter Pan 
Jr. and Lion 
King Jr. plays, 
r e s p e c t i v e l y . 
I played Chief 
Tiger Bamboo 
in Peter Pan 
and Scar in Lion 
King.
NB: Can you tell us about 
your character? What is your 
favorite part about playing 
Charles? 
SO: Charles is a powerful, war-
loving king. War is basically 
his entire existence, especially 
war that furthers the spread of 
Christianity. Anything that’s not 
war, however, like begrudgingly 
managing a country, being a good 
king to his people, and being a 
good father to Pippin, are of little 
importance to him. My favorite 
part about playing him is that 
I can be loud and over the top, 
since that’s his character, a loud, 
aggressive conqueror. I love the 
interactions he has with Pippin, 
and all the banter between them is 
very funny.
NB: How does Charles 
contribute to the plot of 
Pippin? 
SO: Charles provides Pippin with 
his first experience to live a life 
with meaning: the ability to fight 
for king and country.
NB: What are some things that 
you do to get in character? 
SO: I run through my lines and 



practice delivering them. I’m a very empathetic 
person, so for me at least it’s easy for me to get 
into the character.
NB: What has been your favorite part of 
rehearsals so far? 
SO: Probably watching everything come 
together and having that sense of camaraderie 
with the cast.
NB: What do you most look forward to 
for opening night?  
SO: I hope to perform in general honestly. With 
the pandemic, I’m worried it will get canceled 
last minute, so I hope we are able to perform.

Avery Detitta, Fastrada
Norah Bernstein: What is your 
experience with musical theatre? 
Avery Detitta: I’ve had 
my share of experience with 
musical theatre. I’ve been 
in Annie, White Christmas, 
Fiddler on the Roof, and a 
few others, but my favorite 
was playing Cinderella in 
Into The Woods. 
NB: Can you tell us a 
little bit about your 
character? Do you find that you relate to 
any part of Fastrada? 
AD: Fastrada is the stepmother of Pippin- 
kind of a villain type, she’s most concerned 
with securing the throne for her son (Pippin’s 
stepbrother), Lewis. Fastrada is honestly a 
difficult character to relate to because she’s so 
hyper sensual- it gets kind of silly. 
NB: What is the most difficult part about 
playing a role that is double cast? 
AD: This is going to sound bad. The worst part 
of playing a double cast role is that you feel 
like you’re constantly engaged in competition, 
despite having gotten the part.
NB: What has been your favorite part of 
Pippin rehearsals so far?
AD: My favorite part of Pippin rehearsals has 
been getting to spend more time with people I 
otherwise wouldn’t have gotten to meet or talk 
to! 
NB: How do you go about memorizing 
lines? 
AD: Being a Theatre Major, I’m definitely an 
actor first, so you’d think I have a method for 
memorizing at this point- but I don’t, really. 
I’ve gotten to the point where it’s total muscle 
memory. 
NB: Do you ever get stage fright? If so, 
how do you confront that? 
AD: Yes. I am usually wrought with stage fright 
anytime I perform, especially when I sing. I 
don’t really have a coping mechanism- for me 

it’s a matter of getting the first time out of the 
way, and reminding yourself that it’s not the 
end of the world.
NB: What do you most look forward to 
for opening night? 
AD: I’m most excited just to be onstage again. 
I was in Macbeth in October, but I haven’t 
performed in a musical since 2020, so opening 
night is really something to look forward to. 

Sullivan Eppes, Lewis
Norah Bernstein: What is your 
experience with musical theatre? 
Sullivan Eppes:   I have 
done a few musicals with 
Charleston Stage including 
Elf: The Musical, The Little 
Mermaid, and James and the 
Giant Peach.
NB: Could you tell us 
your favorite thing about 
playing Lewis? Do you 
relate to him in any way?
SE: Lewis is a fun character to play because 
there are so many ways I can portray him. I 
tend to lean on the more stupid and silly side 
of Lewis as opposed to his more stuck-up and 
entitled side. I don’t particularly relate to Lewis, 
mostly because he is driven by mostly greed.
NB: What are some things you do to get 
in character? 
SE: I mostly just get on stage during rehearsal 
and do whatever feels natural. I know that 
might sound lazy, but it works for me. Finding 
what works best for you is a big part of being 
an actor.
NB: What has been your favorite part of 
rehearsals so far? 
SE: Getting to see everyone show off their 
talents in one place. There are so many people 
from almost every major and they all bring so 
much to the table.
NB: Do you have a favorite line? 
SE: “He wants your reproductive organs on a 
pikestaff.” It’s so funny, out of context, and it 
is an unexpected response to Pippin’s question.
NB: Do you ever get stage fright? If so, 
how do you confront that? 
SE: Everyone does. Whether they admit it or 
not, it’s natural to not want to mess up in front of 
an audience full of people. The best way to fight 
the backstage butterflies is to turn that anxiety 
into energy to enhance your performance. Even 
if you do forget a line or miss blocking, no one 
will notice.
NB: What are you most looking forward 
to for opening night? 
SE: I’m just excited for people to see what 
we’ve been working so hard to perfect.

Cody Newman, Theo
Norah Bernstein: What is your 
experience with musical theatre? 
Cody Newman: I played Seymour and Audrey 
in Little Shop of Horrors 
(on separate occasions), 
and I was in a production of 
Schoolhouse Rock Jr. 
NB: Can you tell us a little 
bit about Theo? What do 
you like most about his 
character? 
CN: Theo is the son of 
Castrada. He’s perky, bright, 
and a little bit sassy. He has a duck named Otto 
that he would do anything for. My favorite part 
about Theo is his relationship with Pippin. I 
think it adds something special to the musical. 
NB: What is the most difficult part about 
being in a role that is double cast? 
CN: Honestly, knowing where I am in the show 
when I’m not playing Theo.
NB: What has been your favorite part of 
rehearsals so far? 
CN: Watching everything come together. 
Building a show is a masterpiece.
NB: Do you get stage fright? If so, how do 
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you confront that? 
CN: I don’t usually get stage fright, but when 
I do, I take a few moments for myself, drink 
some water, and breathe. That usually puts me 
in a good headspace.
NB: What are you most looking forward 
to for opening night? 
CN: I’m looking forward to everyone finally 
being able to experience what my fellow cast 
members and I have been working so hard for 
you to see: a great show!

Olivia Dewhirst, Theo
Norah Bernstein: Can you tell us a little 
bit about Theo? What do you like most 
about the character? 
Olivia Dewhirst: I like how he’s just a sweet 
stubborn boy, which makes him really fun to 
play!
NB: If you could play any 
other character, who 
would it be? 
OD: I think Berthe would be 
really fun, and I like her song 
“No Time At All.” 
NB: What is the most 
difficult part about 
playing a role that is double cast? 
OD: When you have two casts, you have to 
run each scene twice, which can be a bit time 
consuming.
NB: Do you have a favorite line? 
OD: “That’s not a duck, dumb***!” is my 
favorite.
NB: What has been your favorite part of 
rehearsals so far?
OD: Getting to spend time with my friends and 
other majors. 
NB: What are you most looking forward 
to for opening night? 
OD: Being backstage is always so much fun, but 
I’m just so excited to start performing again.
 
Jesse Price, Lewis
Norah Bernstein: How was your 
experience with musical theatre? 
Jesse Price: I have been in many productions 
before some of which are, The Addams Family, 
You’re a Good Man Charlie 
Brown, and Wizard of Oz. 
NB: If you could play any 
role, what would it be? 
JS: One of my dream roles is 
Shrek in Shrek: The Musical. 
NB: Could you tell us a 
little bit about Lewis? Do 
you relate to him in any 
way? 

JP: Lewis is a dodo brained body builder who 
is very self centered. He does however have 
a deep loving connection with his mother. I 
wouldn’t say I relate to him, but that makes the 
role even more fun to play. 
NB: What has been your favorite part of 
rehearsals so far? 
JP: I just love the energy everyone brings to 
rehearsal. We were pretty crunched for time 
and everyone just kept pushing through and 
the show looks fabulous. 
NB: What are some things you do to get 
in character? 
JP: The first thing I do is work on my vocal 
performance and make sure I sound like the 
character. And then from there I switch between 
talking normally and talking how Lewis would 
talk. 
NB: Do you ever get stage fright? If so, 
how do you confront that? 
JP: I don’t really get much stage fright, but 
when I see a cast mate not handling the stress, 
well I’m usually one of the first to help them. 
NB: What are you most looking forward 
to for opening night? 
JP: I’m just looking forward to seeing SOA lit 
up again in stage lights. It’s been way too long 
since we last had a school musical, and I hope 
we can get our message out there of what our 
school should be. 

TaiLa Wilson, Leading 
Player
Jada Fickling: What prompted you to 
audition for Pippin? 
TaiLa Wilson: I always grew up as a musical 
theater kid. I went to North Charleston Creative 
Arts Elementary from K-5th. I did The Lion 
King and Aladdin (kids version), and back when 
SOA did have their yearly musicals, I saw each 
one with my family. Almost 
every year for my birthday, 
I was surprised with plane 
tickets to New York to see 
any musical of my choice.  
Musical theater heavily 
influenced my childhood, 
and I was very determined 
from a young age to be in one of the ever-so-
popular SOA musicals. Of course, with Covid 
and other obstacles, there has been no musical 
for about five years. And when I found out that 
they were finally bringing back the tradition, 
I was hesitant. I actually didn’t even fill in a 
survey to audition until about two days before 
the deadline. I’m glad I did the audition though.
JF: Do you have any tricks for memorizing 
your lines?
TW: I’m a Theatre major, so memorizing lines 

is always sort of a given for me. I’m actually not 
offbook for Pippin yet. One thing I have been 
doing is playing the revival cast’s run of the 
show on Youtube, and reading along with my 
script. It’s silly, but it helps quite a bit.
JF: How do you cope with busy rehearsal 
questions and schoolwork?
TW: School and rehearsal has been alot to 
manage. With rehearsal everyday until sixish, 
and living about forty minutes away from school, 
I get home around 7:30 (that’s with traffic, and 
if I don’t make any stops on the way home). I 
get home, do as much homework as my brain 
allows me to, take a shower, eat dinner, and 
go to bed so I can do it all over again the next 
day. It’s not easy, I won’t lie. I’m taking credit 
recovery for geometry. Luckily for me, the strict 
“no failing” rule that is usually enforced for SOA 
musicals has been relieved a bit. So, as long as 
you’re “still on track to graduate,” you can keep 
your role in the musical.
JF: What do you think viewers should 
expect on opening night?
TW: Opening night…expect chaos. But in the 
best way possible? It won’t be perfect; these 
are about thirty or so kids putting together a 
two act musical within a six-week timespan. 
We’re working hard, of course, not to mention 
we have one of the most dedicated directors, 
Derek Pickens. He’ll stop at basically nothing to 
ensure we have the best show humanly possible. 
The kids in this cast are incredible; we’re hard-
working, and we know how to get things done.
JF: What has been your biggest takeaway 
from participating in this experience?
TW: Biggest takeaway? The “family.” Especially 
between the lead cast members. I think I’m one 
of the only freshmen that has a lead! To say I 
was afraid of all of the Juniors and Seniors 
that got lead roles was an understatement, but 
they’re all so nice. I love them all so much, and 
we make such a good team.

Sophia Sinor, Catherine
Jada Fickling: What prompted you to 
audition, and how does your character 
fit into Pippin?
Sophia Sinor: I’ve always wanted to be a 
part of our all-school musical at SOA and I 
love Mr. Pickens, who is directing the musical. 
My character, Catherine, 
appears in Act II, the final 
act of the play. Pippin comes 
to stay with Catherine, a 
young widow and mother, 
in the search for his identity. 
Catherine tries to get Pippin 
to stay with her and her son 
and become a member of her 
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family. Throughout living together, Pippin and 
Catherine fall in love, only for Pippin to leave 
her estate in search of a less “ordinary” life.
JF: What Pippin song are you most 
excited to perform and why?
SS: I am really excited to perform the song 
“I Guess I’ll Miss the Man,” as it is humorous 
while still remaining emotional.
JF:  How do you relate to your character 
Catherine in real life? 
SS: I love the character Catherine because she 
is strong-willed and knows what she wants, 
which are great qualities to embody.
JF: What has been the most memorable 
moment you’ve experienced so far?
SS: I absolutely love learning the big group 
choreographies for the major dance numbers!
JF: What advice would you give to a 
student who is interested in being a part 
of the next SOA production? 
SS: I would absolutely encourage someone 
to audition for future SOA productions. It’s a 
great way to make friends, better your acting, 
singing, and dancing skills, and it’s so much 
fun to be a part of such a big production!

Meredith Layne, Leading 
Player
Sullivan Eppes: What role did you expect 
to get when you auditioned?
Meredith Layne: I went into this experience 
with the hope that I would get the Leading 
Player, as it was the role that I wished I could 
get. I don’t think I ever actually expected to get 
it with all the competition, though. If I hadn’t 
gotten Leading Player, I had 
hoped for Fastrada.
SE: What is your favorite 
part of playing the 
Leading Player?
ML: Leading Player is 
a mysterious and sassy 
character that runs the show. 
I absolutely love being able 
to explore an assertive and dramatic role, and I 
really look forward to people being able to see 
that.
SE: What was your initial reaction when 
you found out you got the role?
ML: I had gotten a text from several friends 
that they had gotten their part in their email, so 
I ran downstairs to open mine with my mom. I 
literally jumped with joy when I read my email.
SE: If you could play any other role in 
the show, who would you pick?
ML: I think I would pick King Charles because 
of the nature of his character. He’s subtly funny, 
and I also love his solo number.
SE: What are you most excited for people 

to see when the show opens?
ML: I am excited for people to see the concept 
that our director came up with, and also one of 
the best performance numbers, “Glory.”
 
Tyler Caplea, Pippin
Sullivan Eppes: How does it feel to be 
playing a major character in the school 
musical?
Tyler Caplea: I am really excited to be playing 
Pippin! I know it’s going to be a ton of fun, and 
it’ll be awesome to get some more experience 
performing some stuff alone. 
SE: How do you personally 
relate to the character 
Pippin?
TC: I think that his wanting 
to try out a bunch of things to 
make his life fulfilling is very 
relatable. 
SE: What other 
productions have you 
done, and which ones were 
your favorites?
TC: Some of my favorite productions that I 
have been a part of are Elf The Musical, Mary 
Poppins, Footloose: The Musical, and Bright 
Star.
SE: What role did you expect to get when 
you auditioned?
TC: I wasn’t really sure what to expect. I just 
knew that I wanted to be a part of the show. 
SE: How are you preparing for the role?
TC: I have been working really hard on solo 
music because there is some stuff that is pretty 
difficult for me, but I’m loving it. 
SE: What are you most excited for people 
to see when the show is put on?
TC: I think that it is going to be amazing for 
people to finally be able to see their friends 
perform in a full school musical. Also, the music 
sounds really good, so I’m excited for people to 
hear it.

Britni Johnsen, Fastrada
Sullivan Eppes: What are you most 
excited about for this role?
Britni Johnsen: I’ve never done anything 
like this before, really, so I’m excited to get a 
feel for it and figure out how to do things. It’s 
fine, it’s going to be fun.
SE: Have you been to 
other productions?
BJ: I haven’t been to any, but 
I’ve watched a lot on my phone 
and TV. And my favorite, 
don’t hate me, is Shrek: The 
Musical. It’s amazing to me, 
and so much fun.

SE: How are you preparing for your role?
BJ: Just learning my lines and making sure I 
know the songs, but also making it unique and 
my own. That’s really cool.
SE: If you could play any other role in 
the show, who would you pick?
BJ: Honestly, I don’t know. I wasn’t expecting 
to get the role that I did or a big role in general, 
so that’s super cool too. But, I do like leading 
players and Catherine, they’re super funny to 
me. 
SE: What are you most excited for 
audiences to see when the show opens?
BJ: All the jokes and dances. I’m super excited 
for the dances… they’re so much fun.

Norah Bernstein, Catherine
Emma Brubaker: What is your role/
character in Pippin?
Norah Bernstein: I play Catherine! She 
is a widow with a son, and she and Pippin 
eventually fall in love. 
EB:  Did you get the role you wanted? If 
not, which role did you want?
NB: I did. I auditioned for Fastrada and 
Catherine, but I am so excited to be playing 
Catherine. Fastrada is such a fun character, but 
I could never do it justice like 
Avery or Britni. 
EB: How would you 
describe your character 
to someone who knows 
nothing about the play?
NB: Catherine is a young 
woman with a lot of hope and 
practicality. She is a widow 
with a son, but as soon as she meets Pippin, she 
can imagine a whole new life with him. She is a 
big storyteller, and doesn’t really stop talking!
EB: How long are the rehearsals for the 
play after school?
NB: Rehearsal times have varied, but on 
average they are about two and a half hours. 

Justin  Feaster, Pippin
Emma Brubaker: Which character do 
you play in Pippin?
Justin Feaster: Pippin!
EB: Did you get the role you wanted? If 
not, what role did you want?
JF: It’s funny to think about 
now, but I originally wanted 
Lewis, Pippin’s brother. 
After I was cast as Pippin, I 
realized how much I enjoyed 
his songs! So, I guess it 
worked out.
EB: How would you 
describe your character 



to someone who knows nothing about the play?
JF: Pippin is a young guy full of angst, trying to figure out what he really 
wants in life.
EB: How long are the rehearsals for the play after school?
JF: The rehearsals are about two and a half hours. Our longest was five 
hours.
EB: What is your favorite song from the play?
JF: Tough choice, but I love “Spread A Little Sunshine.” Fastrada sings 
it, and it’s soooo good.
 EB: How can you personally relate to your character?
JF: Pippin is trying really hard to prove his worth to everyone, only to 
realize that, in the end, it’s not really worth it. That’s so relatable!
EB: Is the choreography for your character hard?
JF: It’s definitely new to me, but with practice it becomes easier. It’s 
really fun, too.
 EB: Have you done shows before? If so, what shows have you 
done?
JF: Depends on what you call a “show.” As far as full blown musical 
renditions go, Pippin is my first full one!
 EB: What is your favorite part of Pippin?
JF: It’s a tie between Right Track and the Finale.
 EB: What sparked your interest in being in Pippin?
JF: I thought I should be more involved in school activities, and it 
wouldn’t hurt to try, so why not?

February Slang
by Norah Bernstein and Madelynne Burt

Camp- iconically excessive in style; almost humorous.
(adj) “The movie Scary Movie (2000) is so camp, because the acting is 

so exaggerated.”
Chronically online- to live through a phone or social media.
(adj.) “My mom thinks that I spend too much time on my phone. 
Apparently, I’m chronically online.”
Clocking out- to “tap out” of a conversation, or to stop a conversation 
when it takes a turn. 
(verb) “We started arguing about politics…it was time for me to clock 
out.” 
Coin/Bag- an abundance of hard-earned money.
(noun) “Alex is working two double shifts this weekend- get that bag!”
(        )core-   a suffix that can be attached to a genre or word, forming a 
new sub-genre.
(suffix) “Alice couldn’t decide if she wanted to dress in the cottagecore 
or fairycore aesthetic.”
Get that on Amazon- referring to something or someone that an 
individual is jealous of, especially of a significant other.
(phrase) Referring to a friend’s new attractive boyfriend. “Did you get 
that on Amazon? I want one.”
Green flag- the opposite of a red flag- a reason to be with a person, a 
sign of their good character. 
(noun) “His green flag is that he doesn’t use much social media.”
Manifest- to speak a wish into the universe so that it might come true. 
(verb) “I was manifesting all As and decent mental health by the end 
of the year.”
Material gworl- a hot girl who is independent, not relying on other 
people, and gets what she wants.
(noun) “Look at Sarah’s slay outfit! She is such a material gworl.”
V- a shortened version of very.
(adv) “Alice is v cute.”

FeaturesPage 16 February 2022



February 2022 February 17

Cody, you 
shine on stage 
and we are so 
proud of your 
achievements! 

Love, Mom, 
Dad, Blake, 
and Uno!

Congratulations 
on your first 

play, Birdie! We 
love you and are 
always proud of 

you! 

Mom and Dad

To our Silly 
Lily, we 

could not be 
more proud 
of you. You 

are truly 
our shining 

star!

We are glad to 
see you under 
the lights and 
on the stage.  

You have 
found your 

Corner of the 
World!

Love, Mom, 
Dad, Allison. 

Cody Newman

Lily Hollis Jesse Price

Birdie Kersting

Congratulations
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Your stage performances, 
whether musical, or vocal, 

have always been a highlight 
for us. You are extraordinary 
at bringing characters to life. 

We are so proud of you.
Congratulations on your 
upcoming performance 
as Charles! Break a leg, 

Sammy!

Love,
Mom, Dad, and Pia

Congrats, Liv! We 
are so proud of 

you!

Love, Mom, Dad, 
Joy, Grammy and 

Nana

Sammy Oronce

Liv Dewhirst

Congratulations
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We are so proud 
of you, Meredith 

Layne.  You 
possess passion 

and commitment 
to your art.  The 
“magic” is going 
to shine through 

during your 
performance! We 

wish the entire cast 
and crew of Pippin 
a very successful 

show! 

Love, 
The Hungerford & 

Rosier Families

I am so proud of the 
young lady that

TaiLa is becoming. 
Continue to reach 

for the stars because 
Broadway is your 

dream. Mommy and 
KeeKee love you.

Mrs. Simmons

Vivian, we are 
so proud of 
you and love 
watching you 
go after your 
dreams!
We think you 
are pretty 
INCREDIBLE! 

Love, 
Mom and Dad

Meredith Layne HungerfordTaiLa Wilson

Vivian Gordon

You’re going to Hollywood!!!!!

Love,
Meme and Pop
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“…..fearfully and wonderfully made….!”
May you continue to share your awesome gift with 
the world!  We love you and are truly proud of you!

Love, 
Mommy, Daddy, Camille, Joshua, and Granny

“Nothing can 
dim the light 
that shines 

from within.”-
Maya Angelou
Can’t wait to 
see you shine 

on stage! 
Mazel Tov to 
you and the 
Pippin cast! 

Love you! 
Mom and Dad

Rivers belong where they can ramble
Eagles belong where they can fly

I’ve got to be where my spirit can run free
Gotta find my corner of the sky.

Break a leg, Eli & Maya Bundy!

Break a leg, Ela!
We are so proud 

of you!

Love, 
Mom, Dad and 

Grayson

Congratulations, Ella! Keep shining bright! We 
love you.

Love, 
Mom, Dad and Charlie

We love 
watching 

you on stage 
and are so 
proud of 

you, Marin! 

Love Mom, 
Dad, and 

Kaylin 

Justin Feaster

Eli and Maya Bundy Ella Schrecker

Ela Sanyal

 Marin Morris

Norah Bernstein Britni Johnsen

Kaitlyn Pinckney

Britni, we 
are so proud 
of the work 

you have put 
in to seize 

these oppor-
tunities! 

We love you!  
Daddy, Joi, 

and Bri

Congrats on 
another box 
checked! We 
love you and 
remember… 
“If opportu-
nity doesn’t 
knock, build 

a door.”

--Milton 
Berle

Congratulations
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SOA Seniors Share their College Plans
Applause staff member Lauren Holladay talked with two seniors, 
Marin Sinclair and Jaci Dinkins, about their plans after graduating 
from SOA.

 As the end of the school year grows near and School of the Arts 
students and staff start to prepare for graduation, more and more seniors 
are deciding on their post-high school plans. The vast majority of SOA 
seniors will soon leave campus and start the next 
chapter of their lives: college. 
 Vocal Major Marin Sinclair is finishing off 
her high school career in her seventh year at SOA. 
After spending all of her middle and high school 
years as an SOA vocalist, Marin will soon be 
leaving the School of the Arts and welcoming her 
new college experience. Marin applied to a large 
number of schools, but focused her applications on 
schools near home and close to family. While she 
did enjoy her seven years at SOA, it was important 
to her to look into schools that offer a different 
social experience than the close-knit community 
created at School of the Arts. She applied to a total 
of six schools, but has since narrowed her choices down to two: Clemson 
University and the University of Georgia. 
 Marin is planning on majoring in marketing or business, as she 
enjoys using her mathematical skills and creative ability in her work. 
Growing up with a mother who owned and ran her own business, 
Marin was inspired and realized that she was interested in that field as 
well. While she was certain she wanted to go to college, Marin wasn’t 
sure what she was interested in studying until later in her high school 
career: “I debated what to major in up until the point where I had to 
submit my first college application and I was forced to finally choose,” 
Marin admits. While she isn’t set on a specific plan, Marin aspires to be 
successful, happy, and financially stable in the long run. She intends to 
go to school for her bachelor’s degree, and maybe even her master’s after 
that, but her plans have yet to be set in stone. She is looking forward 
to discovering both the mathematical and creative sides of marketing, 
and she plans to decide on one route in the future after taking different 
classes in college. 
 As Marin starts to prepare for this next stage in her life, she 
looks back on her time spent at SOA. Reflecting on her middle and high 
school years, Marin describes one of her favorite memories, where she 
spent a class retreat at Camp Saint Christopher with Dr. Ousley and 
bonded with her classmates over a bonfire, the beach, and some s’mores. 
Creating friendships was a prime aspect in her life at SOA, but Marin 
also acknowledges all of the other amazing things that she learned from 
her teachers and peers. Being a Vocal major at School of the Arts, Marin 
feels that she gained a lot of experience with time management through 
her balance between concerts, rehearsals, sports, a job, and schoolwork. 
Along with time management, Marin also notes that being at SOA 
pushed her to grow creatively and academically, and believes that this 
will be beneficial when it comes to thinking outside of the box in her 
major during college. 
 Although she is sad to be leaving SOA, Marin is excited for what 
is to come: “I know I’ll miss SOA, my friends, and my family when I 
leave, but I do look forward to figuring out life in a new city by myself for 
the first time.” Marin has spent every year enjoying SOA since she was 
ten years old, but she eagerly looks forward to the future and the next 

part of her life.
 Another School of the Visual Arts Senior, 
Jaci Dinkins, has begun planning for her life after 
high school too. Jaci has been at SOA since sixth 
grade as well, and has spent her years attending 
as a Piano Major. Although she majored in piano 
at School of the Arts, Jaci has decided to look 
into a different creative career: interior design. 
She applied to schools after choosing ones that 
offered an interior design program, including 
Western Carolina University, Georgia Southern 
University, and Anderson University. She finally 
decided to attend Western Carolina, as she loved 
the campus and is excited to attend a school away 
from home. 
 In her years attending SOA, Jaci ran through multiple career 
ideas, and didn’t realize that she aspired to be an interior designer until 
she was in tenth grade. She feels that academically, School of the Arts 
prepared her for college, but she is excited to further her knowledge in 
interior design at Western Carolina, as well as meeting new people and 
experiencing new things she was not able to in high school. 
 In the future, Jaci aims to own her own interior design company, 
as she prefers to be her own boss rather than work underneath someone 
else. These aspirations have allowed her to create more plans for her 
future, including a plan to get an internship that will help her reach her 

Marin Sinclair

Provided

Jaci Dinkins

Provided
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goals when it comes to running an interior design business. 
 Reminiscing on her life at SOA, Jaci recognizes all of the friends 
and teachers that made the past seven years memorable for her. Jaci’s 
favorite times at SOA were during former School of the Arts teacher 
Mr. Orvin’s class. As a student of the graduating class of 2022, Jaci 
inspires future SOA seniors to work hard and enjoy their last year in 
high school: “Definitely keep up with your school work… colleges still 
look at grades even after you’re admitted. But ultimately, have fun. 
It’s your last year in high school. Make it worth it,” she encourages. 
 As the 2021-2022 school year slowly starts to near the end, 
seniors at School of the Arts spend time looking back on their middle 
and high school years, and remember all of the good times spent with 
friends and teachers. Soon, they will have graduated and finished the 
first part of their lives, and will then begin the next chapter with new 
hopes, goals, and dreams for the future. 

Attention, Artists! 
 Applause is sponsoring the 
annual School of the Arts/Academic 
Magnet Spring rock concert in the 
Rose Maree Myers Theatre in May, and 
we are holding a contest for the best 
T-shirt design. Use the code cgzm5bv 
to join the contest’s Google Classroom 
page, and submit your entry as a JPG 
file. This year’s concert, titled “Reelin’ 
in the Years,” will feature songs of 
the 1970s by Carole King, Bob Dylan, 
The Rolling Stones, Paul Simon, The 
Doobie Brothers, Dolly Parton, David 
Bowie, Elton John, Fleetwood Mac, 
Stevie Wonder, and others. The artist 
of the winning entry will receive a $100 
Visa gift card, and their design will be 
featured on this year’s concert T-shirt. We will also reward a runner-
up and a third-place winner, with a $50 Visa gift card and a $25 Visa 
gift card, respectively. The best designs will be featured in the March 
issue of Applause. The final deadline for entries is Tuesday, March 1, 
at 8:00 a.m. Good luck!

A previous winning T-shirt design

Congratulations 
to Natalie Holland 

(left), Tea Allen 
(middle), Adam 

Maierle (right), and 
Tripp Carrington 

(not pictured), who 
will be competing 
in the Poetry Out 

Loud state finals on 
Saturday, March 

5th, 2022!
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 ‘Love and Loyalty’ should 
be our guiding principles 
in every decision we take.  
Love and loyalty should 
be deeply embedded in 
our hearts. (Proverbs). 
Loyalty means, for 
example, speaking about 
others as if they were 
present. We establish 
trust in those who are 
present by our loyalty 
to those who are not 
present. If you live like 
this, you will have a good 
reputation with others 

and more importantly with your inner self. God promises you a good 
reputation ‘in God’s eyes and the eyes of the people’ (Proverbs).

 The type of love and loyalty mentioned in this quote is different 
from the sense of loyalty and love we invest in our NFL team (mine being 
the New England Patriots), favorite band, movie star, etc. We are talking 
about our real intimate relationship with others. Loyalty and love develop 
usually starting with common interests. In fact, the draw may be because 
we are fans of the same teams or persona. The relationship develops as we 
share experiences and get to know and trust each other. Have  you ever 
slipped and made an uncomplimentary comment about a close friend who 
wasn’t present? A comment you would not have made if they were there? 
When they found out, was it the end of the relationship or, if not, did it take 
a long time to patch the relationship up and regain trust? Real love and 
loyalty relationships depend on the honesty to kindly give advice to our 
good friends in person, not talk about their shortcomings with others. Take 
the loyalty and love pledge to never saying anything about or concerning 
another person that you would not say if they were present. On a lighter 
note, even though the Patriots did not make the Super Bowl this year, let’s 
try and enjoy the battle between the Rams and the Bengals.

Mr. Naas Quote of the Month

Former SOA Computer Science teacher, Mr. Naas, 
has shared his wisdom with Applause for many 
years, and we would like to continue that tradition 
after his retirement.

Peter Pot’s Valentine
by Sullivan Eppes

Happy Valentine’s Day from Applause!
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“Chick Magnet”
Lucy Cromwell, 10th 

Grade

Student Artwork

“Verde Pajaro”
Esmeralda “Ezzy” Barrios 

Perez, 11th Grade

“Huffin Puffin Parade”
Jordan Cantle, 10th Grade

“Bird Seeds” 
Kay Lord, 10th Grade

“The Wind Beneath 
My Wings”

Reyna Roblero 
Morales, 10th Grade
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Sign of the Month:
“Spread a Little Sunshine”

by Aryana Chinn

Demonstrated by Marquis Larry,
9th Grade ASL & Deaf Culture 

1. Raise your right hand by your head, and make a fist. Turn your 
fist around in a circle counterclockwise, ending with your fist 
towards your face. 

2. Open your fingers like sun rays toward your face. 

3. Bring your hand down near your middle, and put your palm 
face down. Make a circular spreading motion. 

Visit soa-applause on Instagram to 
participate in future polls!

Who’s your favorite celebrity 
couple?
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Carsyn’s Top Love 
Songs and Judith’s 
Top Breakup Songs
by Carsyn Smith and Judith 
Hamrick

Love Songs
“ROYL” - ChloeXHalle
“You, Dear” - Eloise
“Cherry Wine” - grentperez
“Secret Love Song, Pt. II” - Little 
Mix
“i love you” - Billie Eilish
“Yours” - Evann McIntosh
“Only 1” - Ariana Grande
“I Want You Back” - Jackson 5
“Pink + White” - Frank Ocean
“Shadows” - Sabrina Carpenter
“Turning Page” - Sleeping At Last 
“Where U Goin Tonight?” - Mac 
Ayres

Breakup Songs 
“Before He Cheats” - Carrie 
Underwood
“When We Were Young” - Adele
“She’s So Gone” - Naomi Scott
“Haunted” - Taylor Swift
“7 Things” - Miley Cyrus
“Space Cowboy” - Kacey Musgraves 
“Love You Goodbye” - One 
Direction
“It’s All Coming Back to Me Now” - 
Celine Dion
“Potential Breakup Song” - Aly & Aj
“The One That Got Away” - Katy 
Perry
“Irreplaceable” - Beyonce 
“Talking to the Moon” - Bruno 
Mars

CMC

CHAMBER MUSIC CHARLESTON

MARCH 12  I  SOTTILE THEATRE - An Evening with Midori

MARCH 20  I  SOTTILE THEATRE - Schubert & Bottesini

WWW.CHAMBERMUSICCHARLESTON.ORG

Xavier Foley, bass

Midori, violin

Andrew Armstrong, pianoFrancisco Fullana, violin

DISCOUNTED TICKETS AVAILABLE FOR
STUDENTS, PARENTS, AND TEACHERS!

Who are the Applause staff’s Celebrity 
Crushes?
Kayla Herrman: Oskar Rozenberg
Lauren Holladay: Louis Tomlinson
Jada Fickling: Jack Harlow <3
Madelynne Burt: Margot Robbie
Sully Eppes: Luigi
Emma Brubaker: DaBaby
Grace Baker: Matt Damon
Kenya Hines: Freddy Fazbear
Aryana Chinn: Megamind
Lawson Adams: Me (I’m a niche internet micro celeb)
Giovanni Cusatis: Squidward
Julia Dubay: Montgomery Gator
Carl Macklin: Joan Jett
Peter O’Malley: Thanos
Carsyn Smith: Booboo Stewart
Judith Hamrick: Adam Driver, Ben Barnes. Oscar Isaac & Johnny 
Depp
Kingsley Gainey: Tanaka from Haikyuu

For these and more, scan the QR codes below.



CONTINUE YOUR 
PASSION FOR

AT COLLEGE OF 
CHARLESTONthe arts

art & architectural 
history arts management halsey institute of 

contemporary art music theatre & dancehistoric preservation 
& community planning studio art

SEE 
SEE 

US IN 
US IN 

ACTION
ACTION

schedule virtual or 
in-person meeting/tour 
arts@cofc.edu • 843.953.6339

*Ask about the special “Build Your Own 
Campus Tour” event on Feb. 21

art scholarship & 
audition info
go.cofc.edu/artscholarships

application info 
go.cofc.edu/CofCNext

MAGIC F LUT E
the

d i e  z a u b e r f l ö t e

Full-scale CofC opera production with 
Charleston Symphony, Feb. 25 & 27: 
go.cofc.edu/magicflute

sota.cofc.edu

sota.cofc.edu         

Dyani White Hawk: HEAR HER exhibition at Halsey Institute of 
Contemporary Art, on view through Feb. 26: 
halsey.cofc.edu

all arts 
events 

go.cofc.edu/artscalendar
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Horoscopes
by Remy Looper

Aries (March 21 to April 19)- Connecting with those 
you love is incredibly important to you, but right now it may feel 
like they’ve shut the door on you (either that or you’ve shut it on 
them). Learn which battles to pursue, and which to let go. Don’t let 
your frustrations be taken out on them.

Taurus (April 20 to May 20)- You thrive when you 
are able to have a hand in your circumstances and struggle to feel 
comfortable when things are outside of your control. Work to learn 
that you cannot always have a say in your situation. The cards will 
eventually fall back into your hand.

Gemini (May 21 to June 20)- While things may be too 
loud or chaotic for most right now, you are still able to find certainty 
in your step as you navigate these challenging times. Have faith in 
yourself and your own strength. You will persevere.

Cancer (June 21 to July 22)- If all you’re able to do in 
the coming times is take refuge in your home, then do just that. 
Getting the rest you need is vital if you want to stay at the pace 
your busy life sets for you. Find both what and who you need in 
this period of feeling lost and fragile. 

Leo (July 23 to August 22)- Weeds will always grow 
back if you don’t take them by the roots. The easy way out of 
uncomfortable situations and arguments is to avoid having them 
altogether, but conflict doesn’t die unless it is confronted directly. 
Bite the bullet and get to the root of your issues.

Virgo (August 23 to September 22)- The hard work 
you have put into your projects and work has paid off. What 
you’ve been working towards is no easy feat. Revel in your 
accomplishments, and be proud of yourself for a reason. Count 
your blessings; there are many of them right now. 

Libra (September 23 to October 22)- Maybe you’ve 
fallen out of touch with your routine, maybe you’ve never been 
able to maintain one. Regardless of how you manage your time, 
work to give more attention to the wellbeing of yourself and others. 
Remember to be gentle.

Scorpio (October 23 to November 21)- In your efforts 
to succeed, you’ve let the more mundane parts of life slip out of 
your attention. Remember that the small things are important. 
Keep yourself grounded, and don’t underestimate the value of 
small acts of kindness, both given and received. 

Sagittarius (November 22 to December 21)- 
Communication is rarely easy; it’s a skill that takes constant 
practice to master. Meanings of what you say can get lost in 
translation, so make sure to keep an open mind when conflicts 
arise. Keeping calm is the best thing you can do when you’re hurt. 
Not everyone means harm. 

Capricorn (December 22 to January 19)- When 
you’re overwhelmed and stressed out by the people around you, 
sometimes the best thing you can do for yourself is find some 
space. Breathing room can help immensely with clearing your 
thoughts and finding peace. Work to ground yourself and get back 
on your usual track.

Aquarius (January 20 to February 18)- When one 
door closes, another door opens. Right now, it may feel as though 
all your doors are closed, and you’re stuck in a painfully stagnant 
limbo. Opportunity arises to those who look for it. Be patient and 
vigilant. The paths you’ve been seeking will soon open to you.

Pisces (February 19 to March 20)- Even though 
it may be difficult for you, people can’t understand your wants 
and needs if you don’t verbalize them. Setting boundaries and 
making yourself known are the first steps to developing healthier 
relationships with those around you. Don’t be afraid to assert 
yourself.

Serving Summerville 
for over 20 years;  
our mission is to 
help you when 
times are difficult

In a difficult time, bringing 
clarity and peace of mind 
is our goal. We provide 
answers and solutions 
to Estate Planning and 
Probate.

131 E Richardson Summerville  /  843-871-2210
www.shelbournelaw.com

Call us. 
No charge to meet 
with us to find out 
how we can help.

Congratulations to the 2022 Scholastic Award  
 winning SOA Visual Arts and Creative Writing  
 Majors! See the March issue of Applause for  
 more details.





Contemporary TV Show 
Review: Hype House
by Kenya Hines

 You’re probably wondering, what good 
could anyone have to say about Hype House? 
Absolutely nothing. I have watched my fair 
share of bad movies and TV shows, but this 
is by far the worst. 
This is coming 
from someone who 
willingly watched 
the Cameron Dallas 
docuseries in 2016. 
If you don’t know 
what the Hype 
House actually is, it’s 
basically Team 10, 
but instead a bunch 
of TikTokers in LA 
paying rent with Bang 
Energy sponsorships. 
I have personally 
shown no interest in 
the Hype House, and 
everything I’ve learned about them has been 
against my will, so it was a shock to me when I 
found out they had a reality TV show on Netflix. 
 I’m not going to lie, at first I was a bit 
intrigued. I thought there would be a little bit of 
drama, and I would just laugh about how bad 
it was. It’s so bad I can’t even laugh. Every last 
episode is them complaining about how they’re 
not close anymore and they don’t want to make 
content, and Thomas is five seconds away from 
ripping his hair out each time. There’s three 
things I want to touch on about this show. 
 Number one: Alex Warren. I’ve heard 
things about Alex Warren being a clone of David 
Dobrik, and I never expected it to be true - until 
I watched the show. The way he talks, films, his 
mannerisms, and even down to the laugh. Not 
to mention he’s always doing stupid stuff that 
puts him and his friends in danger. Clearly, the 
David cosplay isn’t working, because his main 
basis seems to be his decline in views. Not to 
mention, he’s literally just a horrible person. I 
do feel kind of bad considering he didn’t come 
from the best family, but that doesn’t mean he 
should take that out on his girlfriend Kouvr. 
He rarely cares about how she feels, constantly 
makes her cry, and called her delusional 
because she politely asked for more space in 
their room? Kouvr gives 100% to that man 
baby, and Alex only returns 20%. Whenever 
she expresses her genuine feelings, he manages 
to turn it on himself and make her seem like the 
bad guy.
 Number two: The Hype House is 

destined for failure. This is ironic, seeing as the 
main premise of the show is “we’re not like these 
other content houses, we’re different.” Clearly, 
this is not true if you’re having to beg the people 
in the house to make content. All the drama in 
this show is so stupid and repetitive. People 
are obviously going to move out if they’re more 
famous than others because what purpose do 
they have living with sixteen other people if they 
can live on their own. I also find it funny how a 
lot of these people think they’re crazy famous, 
when I can only name about four people in the 
show. It’s like Chase Hudson surrounds himself 
around Z-list celebrities so he can always be the 
most famous person in the room. 
 Number three: Nikita Dragun. I have 
so much to say about the blackfishing bandit, 
but I’m going to keep it short, because of word 
space. The topic of being “cancelled” comes up 
a lot in this show, and I just knew Nikita would 
fix her mouth to say something that would make 
me mad. She acts like she’s been cancelled for 
unreasonable things when she threw a huge 
maskless party at the start of COVID. She 
has culturally appropriated black culture and 
has made her skin tone darker on multiple 
accounts. I’ve seen photos where her skin has 
been darker than mine, and I’m actually black! 
Not to mention she said she had a little crush 
on Vinnie at the start of the show. Vinnie is 
eighteen, fresh out of high school, and Nikita 
is a grown twenty-six year old woman. Also, I 
can’t stand Larray on this show because he says 
he doesn’t condone what Nikita has done, but 
still continues to be friends with her, despite 
the fact she has mocked black people that have 
called her out on her actions and makes jokes 
about it.
 In conclusion, don’t waste your time 
watching this show. I give it a ranking of -3/10. 
I’d rather watch the Justin Bieber Never Say 
Never movie. 

Contemporary Movie 
Review: Passing
by Guest Writer Tripp Carrington

 As the awards season rolls around, there 
is generally at least one movie that feels like it 
is shamelessly begging to become the year’s 
award’s darling. Considering Passing’s black 
and white cinematography, its accurate 1920s 
period costuming, and its slew of performances 
featuring a heavy southern accent, I feared 
that Passing would be 2021’s premier “Oscar-
bait” feature. However, each choice that could 
serve as a gimmick in a different film proves 
to be a deliberate display that contributes to 
the effectiveness of Passing’s unique subject 

matter. 
 Although the film spends all of its time 
with Irene Redfield, 
an upper-class 
African American 
woman living in 
1920s Harlem, the 
core questions of 
the script lie with 
Irene’s childhood 
friend Clare, who 
“passes” as a white 
woman, even though 
she is also of African 
American descent. 
By chance, Irene and 
Clare reunite on a 
hot summer day and 
become dangerously 
fascinated with each other’s lives, both racially 
and otherwise.
One hundred years ago, America had a 
vastly different racial dynamic, but Passing 
rarely focuses on the explicit racism that was 
undoubtedly present. Instead, there is a quiet 
implicity in the glares and “harmless” remarks 
directed towards Irene that achieves an 
unsettling viewing experience. For example, the 
film’s first scene follows Irene as she is shopping 
for a book for her son, and she is never turned 
away from the stores she enters, even though 
the threat of denial lingers in the viewer’s mind. 
There is a brilliant visual cue when the camera 
focuses on groups of older white women as they 
are being greeted by a lobby boy while entering 
a hotel restaurant before Irene enters directly 
after them. The lobby boy lets her through just 
as he does for the rest, but the look on his face 
has changed ever so slightly. 
 Visual moments like these are littered 
throughout Passing, usually using color or 
colorlessness to affirm the film’s exploration of 
the uncertainty of race. On multiple occasions, 
Irene looks up from her bed to see a black crack 
refracting her otherwise snow white ceiling. 
As she and Clare spend more time together, 
the crack grows, showing Irene’s loss of racial 
identity. Furthermore, when Irene is home with 
her family, the lighting on her face is far darker 
than in the scenes when she is with Clare. Even 
the film’s black and white cinematography is an 
indication of the characters’ mindsets of seeing 
things as either distinctly black or white, when 
everything looks clearly gray, or in the middle. 
Such subtextual visual storytelling is both 
mature and rare for a first time director like 
Rebecca Hall, but she pulls it off with a veteran 
filmmaker’s grace.
 Due to Passing’s profound 
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contemplations of racial identity and its expertly 
coordinated direction and cinematography, 
expect it to be a deserving contender this 
awards season. Passing is available on Netflix, 
and it is worth a try as one of 2021’s best films.

Classic Movie Review: Do 
the Right Thing
by Peter O’Malley

 Spike Lee’s 1989 drama-comedy, Do 
the Right Thing, follows Mookie (Spike Lee) 
on a scorching hot day in a diverse but tense 
neighborhood in Brooklyn, New York. The 
third in Lee’s filmography, Do the Right Thing 
explores the social and cultural conflict in 
the small Italian, Korean, Puerto Rican, and 
African American community.
 What I found so remarkable about 
this film was Spike Lee’s ability to write the 
characters so dynamically, creating a personal 
connection between audiences and the people 
on the screen. Da Mayor, initially presented 
as a rambling alcoholic, is later revealed as a 
wise man with a troubled past. Radio Raheem, 
a character with little to no lines, is first seen 
walking through the neighborhood blasting 
music through his boombox, and though he 
rarely says anything, he becomes the film’s 
“gentle giant.” The only characters who were 
not relatable or dynamic, which I’d imagine 
was an intentional move by Lee, were Pino and 
Vito, the two brothers who worked with Mookie 
at the pizzeria.
 Mookie works as a delivery man at 
the neighborhood pizzeria, run by Sal and 
his two sons, Pino and Vito. Sal embraces the 
community’s love for the restaurant, while 
his two sons resent it and the neighborhood 
which surrounds it. The brothers often make 
casual, demeaning remarks toward Mookie 
and the restaurant’s customers, using racial 
slurs regularly. Over the course of the film, 
tensions rise between Mookie and Pino, and 

later Mookie’s acquaintance, Buggin’ Out 
(Giancarlo Esposito), rounds up the community 
to boycott the restaurant. What starts as an 
argument between Buggin’ Out and Sal ends in 
destruction and, most importantly, the death of 
Radio Raheem.
 Few films 
have such great 
pacing as Do the 
Right Thing. It 
doesn’t start slow, 
but the first forty 
minutes or so are 
very expositional, 
establishing the 
qualities of each 
character and the 
environment in 
which the film takes 
place. The film’s 
final act elevates as 
the minutes pass, 
and with the death 
of Radio Raheem by a police officer, Spike Lee’s 
message becomes clear: murders like Radio 
Raheem’s are rarely addressed and need to be 
discussed and brought to light. Recently, police 
brutality has become a major discussion in the 
United States, and Do the Right Thing couldn’t 
be more relevant today. I’d imagine some 
would say that Spike Lee was ahead of his time 
by creating this film, but that’s not true. The 
problem is that audiences likely either missed 
the message of this movie or dismissed it when 
it came out thirty years ago. Police brutality was 
just as much of an issue in the late eighties as it 
is today, and given its relevance, I’m surprised 
Do the Right Thing isn’t talked about more.
 Do the Right Thing does an excellent 
job portraying the racial and cultural tensions 
in American communities, and the events 
which occur as a product of those tensions. 
Spike Lee’s dynamic writing of the characters, 
development of the story, and overall message 
paints an honest and realistic picture of 

the United States’ longest lasting 
problems from the microcosmic 
setting of a Brooklyn neighborhood. 
If I were to give the film a rating out 
of ten, I would give it an eleven.

Contemporary Book 
Review: Black Music 
Is
by Carsyn Smith

 The legend that is Marcus 
Amaker has shaped and influenced 

South Carolina, the rest of the lowcountry, and 
the world in so many ways with his writing. 
Amaker is the first poet laureate of Charleston, 
SC, along with being an electronic musician, 
graphic designer, mentor, a part of the Academy 
of American Poets, and more.
 My personal experience with Mr. 
Amaker was my first step into writing poetry. In 
the eighth grade, I had written a poem for my 
To Kill A Mockingbird project in Ms. Nestman’s 
class, and decided to enter it into the Septima 
P Clark Poetry Contest, sponsored by MUSC. 
If your poem had been one of the three chosen 
in your category, you had to go to the event, 
recite your poem in front of a set of judges, 
one of whom happened to be Marcus Amaker, 
and then they would announce who won each 
category. 
 I remember being quite nervous to 
recite since I was going against Creative 
Writing majors, those who already had 
published poems, etc., but I must have done 
something right because I won my category, 

had my poem published, and was awarded a 
hoverboard. During the contest’s reception, I 
had the opportunity to talk with Amaker, one 
of the most humble and inspirational people 
that I have gotten the chance to speak with, 
who gave me words of congratulations and 
encouragement to keep pursuing writing.
 Recently, Amaker released a children’s 
book called Black Music Is with illustrations by 
Nathan Durgee. Now, some may be thinking… 
a children’s book? Why is a teenager reviewing 
a book made for kids? Well, because this book 
has truly touched my heart, and may have 
made me emotional while reading. From the 
visuals that truly capture the essence of the 
book, with colors that blend beautifully with 
the center of the image, to the descriptions of 

Carsyn and Marcus Amaker at Monster Music and Movies 
in West Ashley
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these influential people in the black community 
that have had a big influence on music, this 
book was nothing short of magical.
 One of my favorite pages of the book 
has to be the page dedicated to the beauty of the 
banjo. It showcases a breathtaking illustration 
of a black woman holding a banjo made to look 
like a tree, and other elements of black music 
growing out with the luscious green leaves, 
along with the main character, an adorable 
black cat, who appears throughout. Along this 
page, Amaker writes, “It’s our Native daughters 
and the harmonizing of history. It’s listening 
to the voices that don’t get publicity.” These 
two lines impacted me the most throughout 
this book, because they summarize the book’s 
purpose: to give credit to the black community 
for music that is so important today. 
 It is seen in society that music is one of 
the only things that can be linked to diversity 
instantly, yet somehow it is still white-
dominated in some eyes. However, just because 
a lane has been “taken over,” it does not give 
the world the right to downplay the successes 
of the minority that makes that thing what it is 
or who it was started by. 
 Even as a black teenager, I learned so 
much about my own culture through this book, 
especially pertaining to older artists who paved 
the way for these genres of music and had an 

impact on my own community.
 Overall, I am in love with this book, 
and I believe that this is the epitome of an 
educational children’s book done well. This 
project gives kids and adults the chance to learn 
about the history of black music and the origin 
of some of the most influential music genres 
nowadays, without white washing the history 
of it. Being able to meet Amaker allowed me to 
understand why he uses and incorporates his 
identity of being black in whatever project he 
decides to apply himself to: to give the world 
the true joy and gift of black people. So, thank 
you Mr. Amaker for the wonder and awareness 
you’ve dedicated your life to, because it truly 
has impacted me.

Food Review: Milkshakes 
Around Town
by Kenya Hines

Arby’s: 10/10- This is probably the ONLY 
time you will see Arby’s at the very top on one 
of these rankings. The orange cream milkshake 
is too good for me to pass up.
Big Billy’s Burger Joint: 9.5/10- This is the 
go-to junior Theatre major hangout spot, and 
their milkshakes are nothing short of perfection 
(shout out to Billy).

Cookout: 8/10- At times, the ice cream 
overpowers the milk and makes it impossible 
to drink, but that doesn’t mean I won’t eat it!
Chick-Fil-A: 7/10- After a 
day of work, there’s nothing 
better than pulling into the 
Chick-Fil-A drive through, 
and enjoying a good ole 
vanilla milkshake. 
Ye Ole Fashioned: 6/10- 
Don’t hate me (I know how 
y’all like to tussle), but it’s 
not as good as it used to 
be! Still might pop in for 
a milkshake every three 
months, though.
Sonic: 5/10- Again, not as good as it used to 
be. I hate that I can still taste the ice when I 
drink it.
Burger King: 3/10- It’s not the best, I’ve 
definitely had better. Don’t have much to say 
because it wasn’t anything special.
McDonald’s: -6/10- HOTMESS.COM. I feel 
like I blacked out for five seconds and had a 
defibrillator used on me. It was so horrible. 
Definitely would not recommend it, unless you 
want your stomach to feel like lava.
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Valentine’s Day Matchmakers
Besties & Couples

by Kenya Hines

This is my second year doing the Applause Valentine’s 
matchmaker, and let me say, it was very interesting. I did receive 

some criticism because of the matchmaker itself, but I also 
received a lot of support! I sometimes can be a bitter person 

when it comes to couples, but this was a very fun experience. I 
hope all the pairings are satisfied with their matches, and thank 

you to everyone who filled out the form!

Couples:
Kingsley Gainey and Finneas Legette

Alex Lim and Lilly Ratcliffe
William White and Malaika Affonso

Sunshine Simmons and Tanaysha Chappel
Benjamin Fancher and Kayla Herrman

Besties:
Mayson Dillard and Cody Newman

Lesly Salgado and Isis Hanna
Jasmine Zheng and Sofia Page

The Arby’s milkshake, 
given a 10/10  by 

Kenya
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Black History Month Trivia

by Jada Fickling
Questions:
1. What is the name of the organization for the advancement of black 
people founded in 1909? 
2. Who was the first female self-made millionaire in the US? 
3. Who is the female singer who is credited as the “Queen of Soul”? 
4. Who was the first black president of South Africa after the end of 
apartheid?
5. What was the nickname of the first nine black teens to go to a white 
high school? 
6. Which song is credited as the Black National Anthem? 
7. Who was the first African American Major League Baseball player? 
8. In what city did jazz music originate from?
9. Who became the first African American female billionaire in 2004?  
10. What number is Obama on the president list? 

Answers 

1. NAACP

2. Madam 
CJ Walker

3. Aretha 
Franklin

4. Nelson 
Mandela

5. Little 
Rock Nine

6. “Lift 
Every Voice and 

Sing”

7. Jackie 
Robinson

8. New 
Orleans

9. Oprah 
Winfrey

10. 44

1. NAACP
2. Rhianna
3. Aretha Franklin
4. Mandela
5. IDK
6. “Lift Every 
Voice”
7. Jackie 
Robinson
8. New Orleans
9. Oprah
10. 43

1. NAACP
2. Rhianna
3. Beyonce
4. Mandela
5. Little Rock 9
6. Pass
7. Jackie Robinson
8. New Orleans
9. Oprah 
10. 44

Valentine’s Origami
by Julia Dubay - https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=MznYPyM8Uho

1. You will need one sticky note.

2. Fold in half horizontally, then vertically, and crease the folds.

3. Make folds in quarters horizontally, crease the folds.

4. Fold each quarter fold in half, making 8 horizontal creases. 

5. Fold down one of the edge creases.

6. Fold down the corners, and flip the sticky note.

7. Fold the tip upwards, and flip the sticky note again.

8. Unfold the flaps slightly, and fold up the edges.

9. Take the corners and fold them down to meet in the center.

10. Tuck the excess paper underneath the fold you just made.

11. Begin to roll and crease from the bottom to the top of the sticky 
note.

12. Tuck one side of your ring to the other, and bend in the corners 
of the heart. Now you have a paper heart ring for your prom-posal!

1. 2. 3. 4.

5. 6. 7. 8.

9. 10.

Spotify Playlist
by Carsyn Smith and Judith Hamrick

Visit “SOA Applause” on Spotify or scan the code below to listen.

Alajah Thompson 
Sophomore Fashion 

Major

7/10
Amelia Walker

Senior Visual Arts 
Major

Jada Fickling
Jada Fickling

7/10

12.11.
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Help Mr. Turner find Help Mr. Turner find 
his French horn!his French horn!

BandBand
CrosswordCrossword

Across
2. Leader of a marching band.
3. Very loud.
7. A section that concludes an entire piece or a major 
movement by either changing the key or introducing 
new musical themes to resolve the piece.
8. Squidward plays an instrument from this family.
9. The xylophone, maracas, and snare drum are all 
_____ instruments.
10. Slow tempo.
Down
1. Very quick tempo.
4. Used on the saxophone, oboe, and bassoon.
5. An alloy of copper and zinc.
6. The C-clef.
7. Generally found in a concerto; a pause where the 
soloist plays by themselves before the orchestra 
re-enters.

SOA SudokuSOA Sudoku
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What’s your best 
pickup line?

by Kayla Herrman, 
Lauren Holladay, and Julia Dubay

“‘Are you Spider-Man No 
Way Home? Because I’d 

see you every day’... Adam 
Rosendary said that.”

Grey Gaidies,9th Grade
Visual Arts

“Hey girl, did you fall from 
heaven? Because you look 

like an angel.”
Jordan Cantle, 10th Grade

Visual Arts

“Hey, my name’s Microsoft. 
Can I crash at your place 

tonight?”
Libby Glaser, 11th Grade

Dance

“Are you a parking ticket? 
Because you’ve got FINE 

written all over you.”
Maya Drake, 12th Grade

Visual Arts

“Hey bro, you got your 
grades updated yet? 

*wink*.”
Ms. Smith, Ms. Derrickson, 

and Dr. Cook, SOA 
Administrators

“Well, the pickup line that I 
used for my wife was … ‘Do 

you have a cat?”
Dr. Selby, Highs School 

Strings Teacher

“How you doin’ little buddy.”
Kaylee Anderson, 6th Grade

Band

“Are you French? Because 
Eiffel for you.”

Amelia Burt, 7th Grade
Creative Writing

“Is your name WiFi? Because 
I’m feeling the connection.”
Hadley Thompson, Emilia 

Hall, Rosalie Leopard, 
Dakota Townsend, 8th Grade

Dance and Theater

“Hey [husband from 
Tennessee]… are you from 
Tennessee? Because you’re 
the only ten I see *wink*.”

Mrs. Horschel, Middle 
School English
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