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From the Editor
Dear Readers,

Welcome to Spring! School spirit’s really 
going strong at SOA, with Powderpuff practices 
at lunch, Les Mis rehearsals for Strings, Band, 
and Vocal, along with Theatre’s Smackdown 
and a number of other exciting events. It’s hard 
to believe we’re already in Quarter 4: AP exams 
are on the horizon, many Seniors know which 
schools they’re attending in the Fall, and long-
awaited performances are finally underway.

With their upcoming production of Les 
Miserables with Dr. Selby’s Sinfonietta and winds, this April issue of Applause shines a 
light on SOA’s Vocal major. As a cellist in the Sinfonietta, it’s been so exciting to work on 
the challenging music for Les Mis these past few months. Playing in the pit is awesome, and 
our four-hour after school rehearsals are really exciting (though, I must admit, very tiring). 
I encourage you to flip to page 14 to read Norah Bernstein and Ryan Hinske’s interviews 
with the cast. Also check out pages 18, 19, and 29 to read interviews with Principal players 
in the Sinfonietta Elaina Gable, Gracen Herrin, Yosef Chang, and myself.

I look forward to hearing from you about this new edition of Applause. We only 
have two more publications left in this school year, including our 64-page June Graduation 
issue. See you in May; have a great Spring break!
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SOA Calendar
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April 11-15: Spring Break 
April 21: Dance Senior 
Thesis 2 Show, 6:30-8:30 
p.m., RMMT
April 21: Les Miserables,
7:00-9:00 p.m., Gaillard
Center
April 22-25: Piano Senior
Thesis, RMMT. Check SOA

calendar for times.
April 22: Les Miserables, 
7:00-9:00 p.m., Gaillard 
Center
April 23: Classical Piano 
Recital, 5:30-7:30 p.m., 
RMMT
April 26: MS Theatre 
Adjudication, 4:00-7:00 p.m., 
Black Box
April 27-30: HS The 
Lightning Thief, 6:30-9:00 
p.m., Black Box

April 29: E-Learning Day
April 29: Dance 
Departmental, 6:30 p.m., 
RMMT
May 2: Progress Reports 
May 2: Gnomecoming, 6:30-
7:30 p.m., Black Box
May 4-5: MS Vocal 
Performance of Lion King, 
6:30-7:30 p.m., RMMT
May 6: MS Vocal 
Performance of Lion King, 
10:00-11:00 a.m, RMMT
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Learning Should Be Personal
tm

THE PATH TO COLLEGE SUCCESS STARTS HERE
      

Your teen has big college dreams, but the competition to get into the best universities
is fierce! If your teen's test scores aren't where they should be, your teen gets test day
anxiety or you simply want to make the best impression with college admission teams,
turn to Sylvan for our SAT/ACT Prep Sessions! 

Our Sessions for the ACT/SAT can help your teen get comfortable with the test
questions and format, reduce stress, manage pressure and feel confident on test day
—and raise those crucial scores along the way! With our SAT/ACT Sessions, you teen
will:
     

• Practice the skills to raise scores — your teen will be introduced to key skills tested
on the SAT or ACT
      

• Feel confident and prepared on test day. Your teen will learn effective test-taking
strategies for all sections and subjects tested on the SAT/ACT
     

• Learn in ways that improve skill mastery Our SAT tutors use a proven mix of activities
to get concepts to click. We start with providing direct instruction to help students
grasp concepts, skills, and strategies needed for test success. Then, they apply what
they've learned to real test items.
      

      

      

SOA, are you ready
for the SAT or ACT

test? 
    

Start sessions early to get the full 28
hour test prep program

We have a 1:3 ratio
We work with your schedule

     

Call us today! We would
love to help you reach

your college goals!



Sports/NewsApril 2022 Page 5
SOA Athletes Prepare for Spring Sports

Giovanni Cusatis spoke with Sydney Kahler and Enuka Taylor 
about their spring seasons.

Sydney Kahler is a junior Band major who is playing her fourth 
season of soccer for West Ashley High School’s varsity team. She began 
playing soccer when she was four. “I grew up in a very competitive and 
athletic household.” She has played club soccer since she was six years 
old, and currently plays for the club team Surf.

Being on the team is a lot of work. Sydney’s team practices three times 
a week and has two games a week. She is having a great season, as she 
has fourteen goals and eight assists. Her favorite thing about the team 
is the environment: “It’s like having another family, which is amazing.” 
Sydney’s team is 9-2. Her next game is against Ashley Ridge on April 
8th.

Enuka Taylor is a senior Visual Artist who is playing varsity 
soccer for West Ashley. It’s his second year on the team as a center mid 
and right back. Enuka has been playing soccer since he was five. “My 
interest was inspired by watching it on television.” Before high school, 
he played for Mount Pleasant (NPL) and Charleston United. He played 
for James Island in his first two years of high school. 

His goals for the season are to make the playoffs and to defeat 
Wando. His team practices frequently with focus on corner kicks, 
pattern plays, shooting, and defensive pressure. Enuka’s team is 8-1-1. 
His next game is on April 8th, against Ashley Ridge.

SOA Teachers Among Top SC Coaches
by Ryan Hinske

Although SOA does not have a sports program. a few of our teachers are 
among the finest coaches in the state. Applause staff writer Ryan 
Hinske spoke with Coaches Brian Johnson and Austin 
Miller and will catch up with Coach Ernest White next issue.

Coach Johnson
Ryan Hinske: What sport do you coach and where do you 
coach?
Brian Johnson: I coach track at Academic Magnet.
RH: How long have you been coaching your current team? How 

long have you been coaching overall, 
and what other teams have you been 
involved with over your career? 
BJ: I just started coaching again. I coached 
track and cross country at AMHS for seven 
years, then took two years off. Prior to 
AMHS, I coached at the collegiate level for 
fourteen years at Furman, The Citadel, CSU, 
and CofC.
RH: What have been some of your 
achievements as a coach? 
BJ: My teams have won three team State 
Championships in cross country, and I 
have coached over fifteen individual state 
champions in track and cross country. I 
also coached South Carolina’s only HS cross 
country All-American, Colin Baker. I have 
had two athletes representing the USA in 
international competitions as well.
RH: What can you tell us about your 
athletic career before coaching? 
BJ: I ran track and cross country in HS and college at CSU. I played 
a variety of sports prior to HS including football, baseball, basketball, 
soccer, and bowling.
RH: Tell us about your season this school year. 
BJ: So far we have started out well. We broke three school records in our 
first invitational of the year.
RH: What is your favorite part about coaching?
BJ: I love helping people meet their goals and exceed their initial 
expectations.
RH: What is the biggest challenge of coaching student athletes? 
How is it different from full-time coaching?
BJ: I think keeping athletes motivated and also helping them navigate 
through tough times,  such as injuries.
RH: What’s your best piece of advice that you give to all your 
athletes that could apply to everyday life outside of sports?
BJ: Hard work and consistency pays off in all areas of life over time, 
especially in sports.

Coach Miller
Ryan Hinske: What sport do you coach 
and where do you coach?
Austin Miller: I currently coach football and 
track at Porter Gaud. For football, I am the 
varsity defensive coordinator and coach the 
linebackers. For track, I coach the throwing 
events (Shot Put, Discus, and Javelin).
RH: How long have you been coaching 
your current team? How long have you 
been coaching overall, and what other 
teams have you been involved with over your career?
AM: I have been coaching at Porter Gaud for four years. I started 
coaching track while I was still in college during the 2009 season, so 
I have been coaching track for thirteen years and have been coaching 
football for eleven years. I coached at Kalamazoo Central HS, a local high 
school while I was in college at Western Michigan University, and at West 
Ashley and Porter Gaud in South Carolina.
RH: What have been some of your achievements as a coach?

Sydney takes a corner kick

Mr. Johnson and his son,
Peyton

Mr. Miller and his
daughter, Louisa
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AM: Track- I have coached two State Champions, fourteen State 
Finalists (eight girls, six boys, meaning they finished in the top eight in 
the state of SC), five Regional Champions, thirty-two Regional Finalists 
(finished in the top e ight in their region, only top two move on to the 
state meet). For football, I coached eight All-Conference football players, 
five All-State players, and was on the 2015 West Ashley football coaching 
staff that hosted its first ever home playoff game. I was also the defensive 
coordinator last year for a Porter Gaud team that advanced to the State 
Semi-Finals.
RH: What can you tell us about your athletic career before 
coaching?
AM: I went to Georgetown High School in Georgetown, TX, where I 
lettered in football, track and powerlifting. I went on to play football at 
Western Michigan University. 
RH: Tell us about your season this school year.
AM: The 2021-2022 Porter Gaud Cyclones finished the season 8-5, and 
lost in the State Semi-Finals. So far this track season, the Porter Gaud 
throwers have done exceptionally well on the girls side, finishing first 
and second in the Shot Put, Discus, and Javelin at the previous three 
track meets, most recently at the Mellow Mushroom track meet hosted 
by Wando HS. 
RH: What is your favorite part about coaching?
AM: The most rewarding part of coaching is seeing student-athletes 
from all types of backgrounds and beliefs come together and compete 
not only for themselves, but for others. I also love seeing former athletes 
contributing to their local community and being proud to have been a 
part of their lives. 
RH: What is the biggest challenge of coaching student athletes? 
How is it different from full-time coaching?
AM: Time; the most challenging thing about anything in life is time, not 
just in sports. We only have so many hours in the day, we only have so 
many hours on this earth, and then it’s gone. A high school athlete only 
gets four years to compete, no more, no less, and once that four years is 
up, it’s over, no reset, no one more try, and so it is my job to make sure we 
maximize what you want to accomplish in your four years. Unlike full-
time coaching, most high school coaches coach as a second job or just 
an extension to your regular school day. I usually arrive at SOA at 7:30 
am every morning, teach, leave school and 4:00 pm, drive south down 
I-26 to Porter Gaud, get there around 4:30 pm, start practice at 4:45 pm, 
wrap up practice at 6:45 pm, go into coaches meeting/film review at 6:50 
pm which will end at 7:30 pm. I will then leave Porter Gaud and get home 
at around 8 pm, depending on traffic.
RH: What’s your best piece of advice that you give to all your 
athletes that could apply to the everyday outside of sports?
AM: Always remember that at the end of your life, you won’t be 
remembered for what you did in the classroom or on the field or in the 
gym. You’ll be remembered for the person you were, so be a good person, 
be a good citizen, and most of all, be the best YOU!

This Month in Deaf History
by Madelynne Burt

National Deaf History Month is celebrated from March 13th 
to April 15th to commemorate the achievements of those who are deaf 
and hard of hearing. The time frame is spread across March and April 
in recognition of three turning points in deaf education history, dating 
back to the early 1800s. 

March 13th, 1988

Gallaudet University, the first university focused solely on the education 
of the deaf and hard of hearing students, selected a hearing person as the 
University’s seventh president. In protest, Gallaudet students, backed 
by alumni, staff, and faculty, shut down the campus. Soon, Dr. I. King 
Jordan, a deaf candidate, was named Gallaudet’s first deaf president.
April 3rd, 2011 
Marlee Matlin, the first deaf performer to win an Academy Award, 
raised more funds than had ever been raised for charity in a single 
event on any television show before: $986,000 on a single episode of 
The Celebrity Apprentice.
April 5th, 1978
Audree Norton became the first deaf actress to appear on American 
network television in an episode of an ABC Afterschool Special titled 
“Mom and Dad Can’t Hear Me.” Born in 1927, Norton acted in major 
sitcoms throughout the 1960s and 1970s on ABC, NBC, and CBS.
April 8th, 1864
Gallaudet University, the first institution of higher education for the 
deaf and hard of hearing, was officially founded. President Abraham 
Lincoln signed an Act of Congress to “authorize the Columbia Institution 
for the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind, to confer degrees.” In 1894, it 
was renamed Gallaudet University. The university remains the only 
accredited liberal arts university for deaf students in the world.
April 28, 2022
Nyle DiMarco, an American model, actor, and deaf activist, is set to 
release his new memoir, Deaf Utopia.

Art History: Vocal 
by Aryana Chinn

Filling a large room with sound is an easy task, if that’s all you 
are trying to do. But, for many vocal musicians, the task is accompanied 
with the other jobs of having to control that sound perfectly, harmonize 
with other sounds, remember words, and fulfill a range of notes. To 
top it off, Vocal majors often have to perform without the addition 
of instruments, creating every part of a song with their voice. This 
is a daunting and 
impressive task that 
some of our classmates 
undertake, and I’m 
here to tell you how it 
came to be. 

This form of 
singing is formally 
called a capella, which 
is Italian for “in the 
manner of chapel,” or 
to people who aren’t 
living in a Shakespeare 
play, just “without 
accompaniment.” A cappella in the renaissance typically included 
diatonic scales, which is smart-music-people’s language for having two 
semitones separated by five tones which are often in groups of three, like 
this: TTSTTTS. Technically, a cappella has been around since humans 
could make noise, but this overview will start when, and where, the 
term becomes relevant: Christian churches in Europe in the 1400s. 

Worship music at that time was Gregorian chant, which is fun to 
play loudly while walking around a quiet neighborhood at night; your 
neighbors will love it! It was some of the first recorded compositions 
with multiple people singing written and composed music. Because 

SOA Vocal majors and the Les Mis set at
rehearsal on March 29
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Gregorian chant was so cool in the renaissance, inspired musicians 
in Rome tried their hand at the style, and it became more like party 
music. These secular melodies were called Madrigals. The likes of 
Claudio Monteverdi, the rockstar of that time period, felt so inclined 
to add instruments, and so the Baroque movement stepped forth. This 
was the end of a capella for a while, but it wasn’t over forever. 
 Skip forward about 250 years, and Black Americans are 
popularizing a cappella once again in the form of improvised harmonies 
called Barbershop Quartets. At the time, barber shops were places to 
socialize, and groups of men would get together in 
groups of four to harmonize to popular songs. This trend burned strong 
through the early 1900s and the American people ate it up, creating 
“Sweet Adeline” groups, the ladies’ version of Barbershop Quartets, and 
songs like “Shine on, Harvest Moon” by the Haydn Quartet. Nowadays, 
there are societies that exist to preserve the hobby of quartet singing, 
like the Society for the Preservation and Encouragement of BarberShop 
Quartet Singing in America, or SPEBSQSA (which is a ridiculously long 
acronym, in my opinion). 
 A cappella has recently made a comeback in pop culture in the 
form of television shows and movies, like Glee and Pitch Perfect. One 
big name you might recognize is Pentatonix, an American vocal group 
that deals mostly in a cappella, with the occasional accompaniment 
of a cellist. Nonetheless, this skill is unique and impressive. It leaves 
me wondering why it doesn’t get more attention, and if it will make a 
comeback once more.

Juniors and Seniors Prepare for 
Powderpuff
by Aryana Chinn

 Festivities are kicking off for Powderpuff as Juniors and Seniors 
alike train hard in their respective cheerleading and flag football 
practices. The teams are set to rival each other on April 10th, which is 
quickly arriving. Junior football coaches include Brett Hunter, AJ 
Gathers, Zacheus Kynard, RJ Jenkins, and Austin Walton. 
Coaching Junior cheerleading is Auryanna Ascue, Natalie Benton, 
Sophia Katsibas, and Addison Pridemore. Senior football coaches 
are Ned Walpole, Riley Forsberg, Mekhi Jenkins, Ethan 
Taylor, and Nick Cook. Spearheading the Senior cheerleaders are 
Hayes Martini, Sophie Sinor, and Claire Teed. 
 Although some participants aren’t particularly experts in the 
field of football and cheerleading, all the people in the Powderpuff teams 
have been putting in one hundred percent and hyping themselves up 
for this Friday. The kids in cheerleading have been rocking out working 
on the halftime performance as well, and they’re sure to give everyone 
a good show. MCing for the game will be Ryan Hinske, Tripp 
Carrington, and Devon Brunson. No matter what happens, both 
teams have spirit and grit, and it should be a fun game regardless of 
the outcome (although we all know the Juniors will win!). In an effort 
to preserve strategy, not much is being said about who is doing what, 
but be sure to support your respective teams by wearing your team’s 
colors- blue for Juniors and red for Seniors. See you on the field!

Paint the Town Red and Gold! 
by Judith Hamrick

What’s going on around town this month?

Credit One Charleston Open
Apr. 2 - 10
Credit One Stadium
Don’t miss the chance to catch the final games of the largest women’s-
only tennis tournament in North America! (Tickets starting at $10)
Kinky Boots
Apr. 6 - May 1 (assigned days/times)
Dock Street Theater
Charleston Stage presents the true story about Steve Pateman, known 
as Charlie in the play, struggling to sustain his family’s company, and 
Lola, a flamboyant entertainer with a flashy idea, as they learn that self 
acceptance breeds the acceptance of others. (Tickets starting at $32)
Lowcountry Strawberry Festival 
Apr. 8 - 10, 14 - 16
Boone Hall Plantation
The classic spring tradition has returned! Enjoy a petting zoo, live 
music, contests, rides, and over ten acres of ripe strawberries ready for 
picking all in two weekends! ($15)
Walk for Autism
Apr. 9
Hampton Park
Fundraising walk to benefit children with autism in the lowcountry 
with live music and kid activities. ($25)
Charleston Jazz Festival 
Apr. 21 - 24 (assigned locations/times)
Multiple venues around downtown Charleston
Celebrate the city’s thriving jazz scene and rich heritage with other 
jazz fans at performances online and around the city in this special 
tradition! (Tickets vary)
Sunday Brunch Farmers Market
Every Sunday (11am - 3pm)
The Pour House
100% local market featuring dozens of farmers and artisans, as well as 
live music and delicious food!
Vinyl Saturday
First Saturday of every month
Monster Music and Movies 
20% off of all vinyl, new and used.

GSA Club Going Strong
by Carl Macklin

 GSA, short for Gay Straight Alliance, is a club that celebrates the 
queer population at SOA, and provides a safe space to talk to each other 
and express themselves authentically. We meet every Wednesday in the 
Pegasus Garden at lunch and have a Discord Server (ask a member to 
add you so you can stay up to date on any schedule changes, or just so 
you can chat with us!) Come expecting good conversation and a warm, 
very well dressed welcome.

Congrats to SOA’s Scholastic Writing 
Award Winners!
Emily Apostolico: 1 Honorable Mention
Julia Boyer: 3 Gold Keys, and an American Visions Nomination
Evelyn Buschgen: 1 Honorable Mention
Maya Drake: 3 Honorable Mentions, 2 Gold Keys, and an American 
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Visions Nomination
Audra Elm: 1 Honorable Mention
Charlotte Gibbes: 1 Honorable Mention, 2 Silver Keys 
Eliana Gross: 1 Honorable Mention
Victoria Hickerson: 1 Gold Key
Ariana Lane: 2 Honorable Mentions
Alma Lutas: 1 Silver Key, 2 Gold Keys
Angel Magana Alfaro: 1 Silver Key
Jay’Asia McNeal: 1 Honorable Mention
Cassandra Phillips: 1 Honorable Mention
Abigail Short: 4 Honorable Mentions, 6 Silver Keys
Sophia Stadalsky: 1 Gold Key
Dorothea Valero: 2 Honorable Mentions, 1 Gold Key
Philia Walker: 1 Honorable Mention, 5 Silver Keys, 4 Gold Keys
Jessica Yu- 1 Honorable Mention, 1 Silver Key, 1 Gold Key

How Aiaka Changed My Life
by Guest Writer Anna Garziera

 If I had to define my family with one word, 
I would call us adventurous. We have visited a 
million different places, met a million different 
people, and have a million different stories to tell: 
this is one such story. 
 We once met a Japanese girl in a bar in 
Milan, and struck up a conversation. She was 
timid, collected, and had an enthusiasm for life 
like I’d never seen before. She was a student and 
was looking for a place to stay in the city center, 
a nice family to welcome her for a couple of years. We offered. She 
accepted. 
 Aiaka Fujita moved in a week later. She took the guest room, 
one that was occupied by many au pairs, visitors, aunts, friends, and 
pets before her. In her quietness, she was beautiful. Mysterious. She 
moved elegantly, silent on our marble floor. She had deep, dark eyes, 
wary eyes, curious eyes. She observed us with those eyes. When I 
later asked her why that was, she said she was learning from us, our 
way of life, how to cook Indian Curry like my mother did, how to fix a 
bicycle when the chain came off the gear like my father did, and how to 
distinguish when Linda and I were lying, and when we were telling the 
truth (we were always telling the truth).
 We watched her too because, truth is, we had more to learn 
from her than she from us. Among her many talents, she was an Opera 
singer - a Soprano - and a student at the conservatory La Scala in 
Milan. Her voice was soft when she spoke, but a lion came out of her 
when she sang. The foreign words roared throughout the auditorium; 
she was a star. 
 Aiaka held a yet more beautiful quality to her: kindness. Her 
availability was unconditional. One  weekend, my dad was flying back 
from Hungary, and off we drove to Malpensa Airport to pick him up. 
She surprised us with homemade Onigiri, a dinner most welcomed 
after the long drive. We later found that this kindness was the rule, not 
an exception. Still wary of whether to consider ourselves blessed by the 
company of this seemingly angelic girl, we held our breath, ready for 
her “true” side to come exposed. Ready for her to steal our jewels and 
run into the night. She never did.
 Neither did she cease to surprise us with one more skill, one 
more gift, one more act of grace. This continued, enhanced even, as 
her stay lengthened, and soon we realized that we never wanted it to 

end. In contrast, her shyness faded, and this girl began to feel like a 
natural presence in our home. Aiaka picked my sister and I up from 
school, and stayed home with us when we were sick. She taught us 
the piano and Japanese characters. She taught us to be patient when 
folding Origami and when waiting for our turn to play on the swings.
 During this time, my father was working abroad and came 
home for a weekend once every month, three days when we were lucky. 
I missed him immensely, but noticed his missing presence less and 
less each day that I spent with Aiaka. Suddenly, the four long weeks 
were up, and we were driving back from the airport again. This girl 
enhanced our life, and embroidered it with precious memories.
 Boy. Our life has gone back to normal, the void filled with 
letters, gifts, and new adventures. But every time we pass a Japanese 
store, those little ones with silklike paper and hand-painted plates on 
display, I think of Aiaka, and pray that I grow up to be half the person 
she is.

Carsyn’s Take: The Slap Heard Around 
the World
by Carsyn Smith

 So… we all saw that, right? Ever since the night of March 27th, 
my feed has been full of Will Smith and Chris Rock memes to the point 
where I don’t think I’ve seen anything else. If you don’t know what 
I’m talking about, during the Oscars this year, there was a little bit of 
violence incorporated.
 C o m e d i a n 
Chris Rock was a 
speaker at the Oscars 
this year, and was 
doing his usual bit 
in telling jokes. He 
made a couple jokes 
before deciding to 
turn to Jada Pinckett 
Smith, Will Smith’s 
wife. He pointed out 
Jada’s baldness and 
made a joke about 
her fitting the role as 
G.I. Jane (the titular character from the movie G.I. Jane, in which the 
character sports a shaved head). To those who didn’t understand the 
reasoning for Jada shaving her head in the first place, this could come 
off as a harmless joke that compares her to another strong woman with 
a shaved head. But with the reaction that the joke got from the person 
it was targeted towards… they did not find it as hilarious as Rock. The 
camera turned to Jada rolling her eyes at the joke while her husband 
Will Smith laughed along. When seeing that his wife was upset, even 
though to the audience it seemed as though he had liked the joke, he 
got up and walked on the stage. Will then slapped Chris across the 
face and walked back to his seat while yelling to not talk about his 
wife. Everyone in the audience was shocked because they thought it 
was scripted until Will started yelling. Chris tried his best to move the 
show along and  left the situation where it was. 
 Obviously, people were quick to jump on the internet and 
insert their opinion in the matter. Many people are saying Will was in 
the right or Chris did something harmless or Will made a big deal out 
of nothing.
 But this is my opinion: Will had every right to be mad about the 
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joke. Jada has been very open about why she had to shave her head, 
which is because of Alopecia, a medical condition which causes hair 
loss. If you’re a comedian, especially one with lots of experience and a 
following such as Chris, it is a priority that you research the joke you're 
going to make so that you don’t hurt someone. Chris didn't do this. In 
fact, according to Entertainment Weekly, the joke was not even in the 
script that was supposed to be performed. This all points to Chris being 
at fault, because if he had stuck to the words that he had previously 
written and had approved, he wouldn’t be in this situation. However, 
what I will say is that although Will had the right to be angry, he did 
not have the right to interrupt the show just to commit violence. There 
were definitely other ways that he could have talked to Chris, such as 
keeping a straight face to give him a hint and then confront him after. 
It is also important to note that Chris has said that he is unable to read 
social cues due to his Nonverbal Learning Disorder.
 The only reason I believe Will was not kicked out of the event 
was because of the fact that he would win an Oscar fifteen minutes 
later. But something that is pushing my buttons is how other people 
are involving themselves in the situation.The outside world is claiming 
that he should have been kicked out as soon as he slapped Chris because 
violence should not be tolerated. Some say that his Oscar should be 
taken away from him. Not just the public, but also other celebrities, 
such as Niki Minaj, Zoe Kravitz, and more are posting their take on 
the situation. This is leading to people pulling things out about them 
such as Kravitz’s weird comments towards Jaden Smith when he was 
fourteen.
 The only good outcome from this situation is that they have 
made up, and people forgot that The Academy put the worst Cinderella 
ever to exist above Spider-Man: No Way Home.

April Fashion: The Pros and Cons of Prom
by Kenya Hines

 Prom. The one night you can wear absolutely anything and still 
look like a 10/10. Although prom is said and done with, it doesn’t mean 
the memories don’t still linger. By memories, I mean all the beautiful 
dresses I saw. This isn’t necessarily a fashion advice column like I would 
normally do. I’m going to be giving the pros and cons of four different 
styles of prom dresses! 
 Starting off, let’s go 
with a classic satin slip dress. 
They’re objectively the easiest 
to put on, and they can easily 
be glammed up with the 
right accessories. They're not 
just great for prom, but for 
homecoming as well (I say this 
like SOA has homecoming). 
As for cons, there’s not many. 
The only thing is that the 
chances of you twinning with that person from your third block are 
much higher, ESPECIALLY if it’s emerald green.
 Next we’ll move on to the mermaid dress. This is the type I 
wore, and it may be my favorite out of every style. I get to live my 
fourth grade fantasies of being in H2O: Just Add Water. It can make 
anyone look like a Barbie and is absolutely red carpet material. The 
only cons was that I was limited to a select few dance moves. Although 
that didn’t stop me, using the bathroom was hell. If I knew I would 
have to spend time shimmying around in a stall, I would have drank 

less lemonade. 
 Now for the most elegant of them all: the ball gown dress. This 
is the number one dress to make someone feel like a princess, and 
everytime someone wears one, they’re confused for Cinderella. These 
dresses are so magical, and I feel like every person in the world should 
try one at least once in their life. On the downside, plan on getting the 
bottom of our dress dirty by the end of the night. I saw so many people 
get their dress stepped on, and the dirt collecting at the back made my 
heart break. Thankfully it was dark outside.
 The last dress I’ll talk about is a corset dress. I’m not talking 
about adding a corset to the dress, but one that’s already a part of it. 
These are absolutely magnificent. I don’t have much to say because 
the dress speaks for itself. It also stays in place better than a regular 
strapless dress. The only con I have is breathing. They sure look 
beautiful, but doing the Cupid Shuffle in this dress is the equivalent of 
doing a two hour bench press.
 Although prom isn’t just about the outfits, it surely is one of the 
best parts. I hope everyone who went to prom this year had an amazing 
time!

Sass Attack: The Reality of Spring Break

“Sass Attack” was started in 2007 by Applause writer David Sass 
and has been an Applause column for fourteen years. Senior Creative 
Writer, Madelynne Burt, continues the tradition.

 We’ve all seen a cheesy comedy like 
Spring Breakers featuring girls dressed 
in bikinis, sunglasses, crowded beaches, 
and underage drinking. As a senior in 
high school, I haven’t experienced this 
annual large-scale celebration of spring 
with fellow teens. 
 As a fourteen-year-old freshman, 
the idea of even going to the beach alone with friends gives a whiff of the 
potential freedom that comes with growing up, but is nowhere near the 
lifestyle advertised in the movies. 
 Even as an eighteen-year-old senior, I don’t even have money 
to throw at a weekend in a motel, not to mention a resort. By the time 
I reached my eighteenth birthday, I had expected to be bestowed this 
abundance of freedom and new rights, but all I was stuck with was a 
huge new list of responsibilities. 
 Although I can’t even rent a night in a hotel, I’m expected to 
pay my taxes, pay for exuberantly priced gas just to drive to school, and 
figure out what I plan to do for the rest of my life. The idea that a newly 
turned eighteen-year-old should be given all of these responsibilities 
(and many more) and not even get many new privileges is absurd but 
true.
 In the United States, an “adult” can’t stay in a hotel, drink alcohol, 
or smoke cigarettes until they’re twenty-one, but they’re welcome to 
enlist in the military or take on crippling loans. 
 We’re all counting down the days until our last break before 
exams, graduation, and goodbyes, but what are we really looking forward 
to? The reality is that a majority of our vacation will be spent lying in our 
beds scrolling through TikTok and likely catching up on the assignments 
senioritis plagued us with. 
 While juniors are worried about compiling their college lists and 
bringing up their SAT/ACT scores, sophomores and freshmen are busy 
on their family vacations, and seniors are pulling their hair out trying to 

Kenya with Griffin Culp at prom
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sprint to graduation. 

The truth is, spring break isn’t all parties and fun for high school 
seniors; it’s the last resort chance to catch up and make everything work 
out in the end.

Thrifting in Charleston
by Kingsley Gainey

I recently went through my 
clothes to donate to thrift stores. On the 
same day, I happened to come across a 
video on TikTok by @anxiousandrogyny, 
talking about a beautiful donation from 
Keith Haring, an artist best known for his 
graffiti-like art style. 

Many people in the comments of 
this video were talking about selling the 
piece of art. However, @anxiousandrogyny 
spoke of how it belonged in the thrift store 
and shouldn’t be sold because the shop 
was associated with Design on a Dime, an 
HGTV television show. The money made 
from this piece was directly helping New 
Yorkers living with HIV, but others were 
talking of selling it and keeping the money 
themselves. This is a prime example of how you should donate your 
things rather than sell! 

There are many places to donate that will use the funds for great 
things! Animal Helpers Retail is a great example; their funds go towards 
housing, feeding, and caring for animals. Second Chance Resale and 
Adoption also help animals, as their profits go to the Charleston Animal 
Society. Charleston Habitat for Humanity’s funds go to helping people 
have affordable places to live. There are tons of others in the area that 
you should consider donating to. 

But, while donating is a great way to benefit the community, 
there are obviously things that shouldn’t be donated. For example, if a 
shirt is stained, ripped, or really worn out, it might not be wanted. Make 
sure to sort through and wash your clothes before placing them in the 
thrift store donation bins. Also, don’t put trash into the donation bins; I 
can’t tell you how many times I’ve been in a thrift store and seen a piece 
of trash for sale. Most thrift stores will have a sign on what they do and 
do not accept. Please go through your things and consider donating to a 
thrift store that works with a charity to contribute to the community.   

Opinion: The Pledge of Allegiance in 
Schools
by Madelynne Burt

Starting the first day of kindergarten, 
American students are taught and expected to 
recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

Originally written in August 1892 by the 
socialist minister Francis Bellamy, the objective of 
the pledge was to be a uniting phrase used by the 
citizens of any country. In its original form, it read: 
“I pledge allegiance to my Flag and the Republic for 
which it stands, one nation, indivisible, with liberty 
and justice for all.”

In 1923, the words “the Flag of the United 

One of Kingsley’s Charleston
thrifting finds

States of America” were added. Later, in 1954, President Eisenhower 
pushed to add the words “under God” in response to Communist 
threats. This change furthers the inappropriate nature of the daily 
pledge in public schools because of the Constitution’s Establishment 
clause. This clause in the First Amendment prohibits the establishment 
of religion by Congress, and introducing these two words directly 
violates this principle.

The words “liberty and justice for all” are striking to any 
American who watches the news or cares to pay attention to the 
injustices throughout our country. Ironically, the founders of our 
country could simultaneously enslave people while writing “all men 
are created equal… with certain unalienable Rights, that among these 
are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness” in our Constitution.

The reality is that there was a lack of equality at the time. There 
continues to be a discrepancy in our government’s treatment of people 
of color. It is not only ironic to be pledging our allegiance to a shallow 
promise of equality, but it is disrespectful to those who continue to 
suffer under the system of oppression with police brutality, redlining, 
microaggressions, etc. This notion that our country is entirely free of 
injustices disregards the mistreatment of minorities. 

Although some may argue that the inclusion of “justice for 
all” is a hope or promise for the future, I feel this promise is an 
empty one. Our country has had countless opportunities to 
implement laws to aid in the deconstruction of systems that foster 
discrimination and has failed to do so. 

The truth is that America was built on the backs of people of 
color and the history is much too often sugar-coated to allow the US 
to appear as a beacon of hope for democracies. While standing and 
reciting the pledge, it is difficult not to consider all of the people in 
this country who are still subjected to injustices daily. It is heinous to 
think that after stealing the land of America from the “Indians” and 
then kidnapping humans from Africa to force them into slavery, the 
founders went on believing they had created the freest land in the 
world.

While this country was established on the basis of freedom, 
equality, and liberty, it was equally established on racist institutions, 
bloodshed, theft, and exploitation. As Americans, it is essential that 
we do not just take the idea of equality at face value but delve deeper 
and assess this legacy of oppression.

SOA Slang Dictionary 
by Norah Bernstein and Madelynne Burt

Bing bong- A viral catchphrase imitating the chime that sounds 
when New York City subway doors are closing. You can put it in every 
sentence, and it will still work. Bing Bong.
“You see these dogs in your front yard, just know I’m going hard 
upstairs, Bing Bong.”
Boyboss- a boy who absolutely slays…so very rare. 
“Ryan Hinkse is going to DePaul for Sports Communications. What a 
boyboss!”
Cringe- something that causes second-hand embarrassment, or the 
physical act of cringing.
“Madelynne Burt’s late articles are so cringe.”
To dip- to leave or run out.
“I was about to dip before Rhianna showed up.”
Enby- from “NB,” which stands for non-binary. These people do not 
identify with the male or female genders and often prefer “they” as a 
pronoun.
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Student Artwork

by Amelia Counts,
8th Grade

by Cameron Hazel,
8th Grade

by Cesar Ramirez-
Pulido, 

8th Grade

by Charlotte 
Whitley,

8th Grade

by Elaine Chen, 
8th Grade

by Eliza Bradham,
8th Grade

by Eliza Miller,
8th Grade

by Ella Cutaia,
8th Grade

by Jaidon Richardson, 
8th Grade

by Michelle 
Barrios-Aguilar, 

8th Grade

by Whitney Werking, 
8th Grade

“Your enby friend, Alex, is so hot. I love their style.”
Naur- “no” in cursive or spoken in an Australian accent like H20 
Mermaids.
“Naur Cleo! I can’t get in the pool, or I’ll turn into a mermaid!”
no<3- a passive-aggressive way of saying “no” when someone asks you 
something.
Person 1: “Do you want to help me move out tomorrow?”
Person 2: “no<3”
Tomato, tomato throwing tomatoes- a form of booing on the 
internet
“Booo! Tomato, tomato, throwing tomatoes! I can’t believe we 
don’t get a snow day tomorrow!”
Type beat- a way of saying “vibe” something is giving off
“John was getting pretty mad. He seemed to be on a Will Smith type 
beat.”
Yass pills-  originates from an image of Lois Griffin from Family Guy 
next to an image of small blue pills with text reading yass pills. It’s 
unclear what yass pills do. They could be anything from antidepressants 
to hormone therapy; they include everything that makes you feel more 
yass.
“I took my yass pills earlier, feeling so yass and slay.”

What person or film was robbed of an 
Oscar?

Kenya Hines asked the Applause staff about their favorite Oscar 
snubs in past years.

Judith Hamrick- Adam Driver in Annette.
Carsyn Smith- No Way Home (Cuz Cinderella…. huh?)
Kayla Herrman- Jack Nicholson in The Shining.
Lauren Holladay- That one movie about that one thing that 
happened that one time.
Julia Dubay- Justin Feaster, Meredith Hungerford and Carsyn 
Smith. Go y’all!
Ryan Hinske- I don’t know but he’s my favorite character in Sesame 
Street. Who robbed him, and what could they rob? He lives in a 
trashcan.
Peter O’Malley- “Vicksburg State of Mind,” starring Giovanni 
Cusatis.
Kenya Hines- Me.
Carl Macklin- Ender’s Game.
Giovanni Cusatis- Giovanni Cusatis’ “Vicksburg State of Mind.”
Kingsley Gainey- Will Ferrell in Talladega Nights: The Ballad of 
Ricky Bobby.
Norah Bernstein- I don’t watch movies.
Madelynne Burt- Will Smith’s slap.
Sullivan Eppes- Andrew Garfield.
Grace Baker- Glenn Close.
Aryana Chinn- Roll Bounce (2005). 
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Sixth Grader Wins 10th Place in Regional 
Spelling Bee
by Emma Brubaker

 SOA Sixth grader Jordan Mae Bazzel recently won tenth place in the 
South Carolina Regional Spelling Bee. “I have done many preliminary bees. 
Last year, I had to do four before I was eliminated. I know that I will be 
doing more bees. I love doing it.”
 Yet, Jordan was surprised when she won: “I have done this since last 
year, getting to the Regional Bee, but this year’s words were harder than 
last year’s.” To prepare, she studied a book of challenging words, as well as 
a spelling app. “With the app, I could work without help, making it so that I 
could have more time to study instead of waiting for someone to help.”
 It is very exciting to hear that our school was represented by Jordan 
in the spelling bee and we are proud of her accomplishments. Congrats, 
Jordan!

SOA Mock Trial Wins Big in Statewide 
Competition
by Judith Hamrick

 On March 11th and 12th, this year’s mock trial team participated 
virtually in the annual SC Bar’s High School Mock Trial competition after 
advancing through regionals on February 25th and 26th. The group, 
graciously led by Mrs. Greig, competed with an all-female defense team 
against three out of eleven other teams from schools all across South 
Carolina and won fifth place! 
 The mock trial team spent months preparing cases, practicing 
objections, going over rules and stipulations, and running direct and cross 
examinations. In the weeks leading up to competition, they met three times 
each week perfecting all that they could while giving and receiving notes.
 All their hard work clearly paid off as team members Kiran Narula 
and Morgan Schatmeyer earned Most Effective Attorney and Most Effective 
Witness titles seven times each. 
 Mock trial is a rewarding experience for those with a competitive 
spirit looking for a fun time. Those interested should visit Mrs. Greig with 
inquiries about joining next year’s team.

Honor Victims of the Holocaust on April 
27th
by Madelynne Burt

 In December 2021, with help from the Charleston Jewish 
Federation, I was able to bring the Daffodil Project, a nonprofit Holocaust 
Education and Genocide Awareness Organization, to SOA. The project 
“aspires to build a worldwide Living Holocaust Memorial by planting 1.5 
million daffodils in memory of the 1.5 million children who perished in the 
Holocaust (daffodilproject.net).” 
 Along with planting the daffodil garden between the middle and 
high school buildings, we brought Reggie Guigui, a local child of Polish and 
Czechoslovakian Holocaust survivors, to share her family’s story and the 
hardships victims faced throughout World War II. Although the garden 
makes a considerable impact on our campus, it is crucial that, as the next 
generation, we bring dedication to the fight against antisemitism and all 
forms of hate into our personal lives. As youth it is essential to listen to 
Holocaust survivors because we need to be able to identify and challenge 
the signs that gave the Nazis the platform to carry out such atrocities. 

 On Wednesday, April 27th, 2022, sundown marks the 
beginning of Yom HaShoah, a day set to remember the Holocaust. 
Otherwise known as Holocaust and Heroism Remembrance Day, 
Yom Hashoah is observed as Israel’s day to honor the six million 
Jews lost in the Holocaust. It takes place on the 27th of the Jewish 
month of Nissan because it is the anniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto 
uprising.
 Charleston’s 2022 Yom HaShoah Holocaust Remembrance 
Program will take place on Sunday, May 1st, at the Charleston 
Holocaust Memorial in Marion Square. The ceremony’s theme is 
“Turning Memory to Strength.”
 The Charleston Jewish Federation hopes to unite the 
community to honor our local survivors and their descendants and 
remember those lost in the Holocaust. From many discussions 
with some of Charleston’s survivors, I have found that they hope 
for our generation to continue to share their stories with the world. 
It is essential that we value the time we have with our remaining 
survivors and their stories. 
 “Remembering” the Holocaust is really about each individual 
person and story. The Charleston Jewish Foundation hopes we can 
make the world a better place with the lessons and stories we’ve 
shared at events like this one.
 All are welcome to attend the event.
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Applause Meets with Les 
Mis Cast and Ensemble
Applause staff writers interview cast and 
ensemble from the SOA production of Les Mis.

Ryan Hinske
by Norah Bernstein

Norah Bernstein: Can 
you tell us a little bit 
about Javert? 
Ryan Hinske: Javert is 
the main antagonist in Les 
Mis. A police inspector, 
Javert looks down on the 
lower class and especially 
lawbreakers like Valjean. 
You should meet him; 
I can introduce you 
sometime.
NB: Do you feel 
as though your 
understanding of Javert has changed in 
the two years since getting the role? 
RH: I knew very little about Les Mis when 
I received the role of Javert the day before 
quarantine started. Since then, I’ve obviously 
had plenty of time for character analysis, 
and my perspective of Javert has changed 
dramatically. I see him as a misguided hero 
who sees the world through the lens of law, 
something that was forced into him from a very 
young age. Think of the police version of Gru 
from Despicable Me, but without hundreds of 
unpaid laborers.
NB: How does the relationship between 
Valjean and Javert impact the plot of the 
musical? 
RH: The musical begins with Valjean and 
Javert, and many of the crucial moments in the 

show have something to do with their conflict. 
From the very beginning when Valjean breaks 
his parole, Javert dedicates himself to tracking 
down the criminal and putting him “safe behind 
bars.” It’s also pretty cool that my bestie Tripp 
is Valjean, because now I can release all my 
anger on that hooligan that I’ve held back over 
the course of our friendship.
NB: Is there one song that you feel 
defines Javert? 
RH: “Stars” is the song in the show that defines 
Javert to me. It comes at the pivotal point in 
the show when Javert rediscovers Valjean’s 
location after more than a decade of searching. 
As he views the night sky above Paris that 
night, he looks up to the stars that represent 
truth and order to him and pledges to track 
down the convict and restore justice to France. 
I wonder if he knew that stars explode and die, 
as all good things do.
NB: Do you relate to Javert in any way? 
RH: I know he’s the bad guy, but I do relate 
to Javert in some ways. I think the main one 
is having morals that guide us. Mine is not law 
in the slightest, but I definitely dedicate myself 
to my morals almost as strongly as Javert does 
his. Remembering what I stand for in pivotal 
moments in my life is important to me. I still 
will never relate to sentencing someone to 
nineteen years in prison for stealing bread to 
feed his family, but maybe it’s because of his 
dumb face.
NB: What is the most challenging part of 
playing the role? 
RH: Besides trying to hold myself back from 
laughing each time Tripp and I have a face-
to-face encounter in rehearsal, I would say 
my biggest challenge has been shifting my 
character as the plot goes along. Javert only 
dramatically changes once during the show, but 
there are many times in the second act when he 
starts to alter slightly based on seeing the good 

deeds that Valjean 
has done. He feels 
confused as to why 
a convicted criminal 
has such a generous 
nature to him, and 
begins to subtly 
doubt his place in 
society.
NB: If you could 
play any other 
role, what would 
it be? 
RH: If I could 
sing high, I 
would’ve definitely 
auditioned for 
Enjolras. He has 

such a powerful and uplifting voice, and his 
ability to bring people together to rally against 
the enemy is very inspiring. However, Javert 
has always been my first choice, and thankfully 
he is a bass.

Vivian Gordon
by Norah Bernstein

Norah Bernstein: 
What is your 
background in 
musical theater? 
Vivian Gordon: Since 
sixth grade, I have 
taken part in school 
musicals. After my first 
ever musical of The Lion 
King, I joined Charleston 
Youth Company and 
have been there ever 
since. This year, I even 
took part in Pippin!
NB: Can you tell us a little bit about 
Fantine? 
VG: Fantine partakes in a very demanding 
society. Being that she has a child, she gets 
knocked down a peg automatically. To keep it 
simple, she has a pretty crappy life. Fantine gets 
betrayed by people who she trusts the most, 
leaving her with a very lonely and desperate 
life. 
NB: Is there a song that defines Fantine 
best to you? 
VG: No song defines Fantine more than “I 
Dreamed I Dream.” Although cliche, this is 
Fantine’s turning point in her short life. She 
sings with acceptance and reminiscence. 
NB: What was your audition experience 
like? 
VG: The audition experience was stressful 
and very drawn out. The amount of girls who 
tried out for Fantine intimidated me. It was 
worthwhile, though.
NB: Do you relate to Fantine in any way? 
VG: Some ways more than others. Fantine 
constantly loses things in her life, and like 
most, I can easily relate to this. 
NB: Have any other performances 
impacted the way you interpret the 
character? 
VG: Fantine is one of the few roles that was 
cast perfectly in the movie version of Les 
Miserables. Anne Hathaway portrayed her 
story so well, and you can really see it through 
her eyes. 
NB: If you could play any other role, 
what would it be?
VG: 100% Javert. He has a certain rhythm 
behind his singing. When he enters a scene, the 
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mood changes, and gives me chills everytime.

Meredith Layne 
Hungerford
by Norah Bernstein 

NB: Can you tell 
us a little bit about 
Eponine? 
MH: Eponine is the 
daughter of the infamous 
Thenardiers, innkeepers 
that make a living by 
stealing and conning 
their guests. When 
they are faced with 
bankruptcy, she is forced 
to help her parents in 
their conniving. But 
apart from her messy 
home life, Eponine 
finds comfort in her best friend, Marius. She’s 
hopelessly in love with him in this extreme case 
of unrequited love. Eponine is a sad, lonely 
character that would do anything for the only 
source of happiness in her life.
NB: Is there a song that you feel defines 
Eponine? 
MH: I think the expected answer would be “On 
My Own,” but personally, I think “Little Fall of 
Rain” shows the true nature of her character. 
Eponine joins Marius at the barricade and gets 
shot while crossing it. Marius comforts her 
while she sings about her love for him. This may 
be the only time Eponine was truly ever happy, 
dying in his arms. Even though she knows he’ll 
never love her, Eponine clings to hope, which 
exemplifies her character and commitment.
NB: Do you relate to Eponine in any way? 
MH: I think I do. I know what it’s like to know 
that someone doesn’t love me back, even if 
it’s personally not necessarily a romantic 
relationship.
NB: What is the most challenging part of 
playing Eponine?
MH: I think the most challenging part of playing 
Eponine is her relationship with Marius. Brett 
does a great job of acknowledging Eponine’s 
feelings and using them to his advantage as 
Marius. But I think it’s hard for me to act like 
I’m blindly in love with him. I find her pain 
easier to portray than her happiness.
NB: What do you do to get in character? 
MH: Not much, to be honest. I like to slouch 
and awkwardly fumble with my clothes because 
that’s how I envision her.
NB: What has been your favorite part of 
rehearsals so far? 
MH: I enjoyed doing “The Robbery” because it 

was the first song we did that I was in. I actually 
really love watching the ensemble and other 
leads’ performances. It gives me chills hearing 
all of the harmonies and interactions coming 
together.
NB: If you could play any other role, what 
would it be? 
MH: I would probably want to play Madame 
Thenardier because I think her character is 
hilarious. I love experimenting with voices, and 
she calls for an exaggerated and fun accent, 
along with crazy hair and a mean demeanor.

Tripp Carrington
by Norah Bernstein

Norah Bernstein: 
Tell us a little bit 
about Valjean.  
Tripp Carrington:   
Valjean spent nineteen 
years in jail for stealing 
bread for his sister’s 
son. After trying to 
escape the stigma of 
being a convict by 
breaking his parole, 
Valjean is forced to live 
a double-life with a new 
identity. Throughout 
the show, he is always looking to escape his 
past, both by evading the grasp of the police, 
specifically one officer named Javert, and 
seeking retribution for his morally ambiguous 
past by helping others.
NB: Do you feel as though your 
understanding of the character has 
changed in the two years since getting 
the role? 
TC: Absolutely. After getting the role my 
sophomore year and having it taken away 
because of COVID, I ruminated on the character 
by seeking out countless performances of the 
show and by reading the book on which the 
show is based, always hoping I would have the 
chance to return to the character. I used to see 
Valjean as a character who changed after being 
released from prison, but now I see him as a 
man who is always in the process of changing 
and looking for ways to separate himself from 
who he used to be. It’s some pretty deep stuff 
about the nature of humanity and what it means 
to grow as a person.
NB: Can you describe how Valjean 
changes as the musical progresses? 
TC: I can give it my best shot, but it’s hard to 
describe what is probably the most dramatic 
character arc in any modern musical. Basically, 
Valjean starts off as a desperate man who is 

angry at the world for turning its back on him. 
His anger leads him to do bad things, like 
stealing from a Bishop. But when the Bishop 
forgives Valjean and lets him go free, Valjean’s 
anger turns to guilt and a realization of the type 
of man he has become. For the rest of Valjean’s 
life, he tries to do good things so that he can 
forgive himself.
NB: Do you relate to Valjean in any way? 
TC: Thankfully, I haven’t gone through any life 
events that are as traumatic as being mistreated 
in prison for nineteen years, so any connection 
I feel towards Valjean is on a small scale. I 
have been very angry at the world before, and 
I try to channel that into my performance. For 
example, there is a song where Valjean is angrily 
reflecting on how the prison system abused 
him, and to get into character, I think about 
the time I spilled a bowl of Cheerios all over the 
floor. There was no milk left, which brings out 
a very angry side of myself that I hope is clear 
on stage. 
NB: Is there a song that you feel defines 
your character?
TC: Valjean has three big solos, each of which 
show who he is at different points in his life. 
“Valjean’s Soliloquy” is the spilled-Cheerios 
song I mentioned earlier, which shows his 
angry convict side. Later in the show, when a 
man is on trial because the police mistook him 
for Valjean, Valjean sings “Who Am I” to save 
the man from the horrible fate of the prison 
system. “Who Am I” shows that Valjean is more 
noble than he used to be, willing to sacrifice 
his name to save another. Finally, “Bring Him 
Home” is a soft prayer directed towards God. 
Valjean is pleading for the safety of a soldier 
on the barricade who has become important 
in Valjean’s life. The song shows that Valjean 
is completely selfless now, valuing others above 
himself.
NB: Have any other performances 
influenced your interpretation of 
Valjean’s character?
TC: Some amazing actors have played Valjean, 
and I’d be lying if I said I haven’t tried to 
steal from most of them. Colm Wilkinson 
originated the role and the definitive version of 
the character, but I can’t begin to recreate his 
unique style. More modern Valjeans like Ramin 
Karimloo, Nate Hackmann, and John Owen 
Jones are who I have studied the most. I have 
also looked to Hugh Jackman for what not to 
do on stage. Great actor--love the guy--but he is 
terrible in the Les Mis movie.
NB: If you could play any other role in 
the musical, what would it be? 
TC: I think that Enjoulras, the rebellious leader 
of the barricade boys, is the second best part for 
my voice, but I sing Javert’s stuff in the shower 
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more than any other part. Ryan and I are the 
only two cast members who kept our parts from 
sophomore year, and they just so happened to 
be the hero and the “villain.” That has allowed 
us to collaborate a lot in the past two years, 
making me quite partial to his part, as well as 
my own. He is epic in the show.

Norah 
Bernstein
by Ryan Hinske

Ryan Hinske: Tell us 
about your character 
in the show. 
Norah Bernstein: 
I play Cosette, the 
adopted daughter of 
Valjean. She was saved 
by Valjean from the 
neglect and mistreatment of the Thenardiers 
after her mother, Fantine, passed away. She 
grows up living a secret life that she knows very 
little about. After meeting and falling in love 
with Marius, her love for Valjean is challenged, 
for she longs to live a life with the man she 
loves. Cosette is naive and innocent, but very 
strong willed. 
RH: What is your background in musical 
theater?
NB: Throughout middle school, I was in 
multiple shows with the Charleston Youth 
Company. This year, I took part in Pippin, 
where I played Catherine! 
RH: Which of your songs best represents 
your character?
NB: The song “In My Life” best represents 
Cosette. This song is the turning point for her 
character as she realizes that there is more to 
life than living in the shadow of her father. 
She sings of another world that she imagines 
for herself, and the possibility of her own love 
story. 
RH: How do others in the show see you?
NB: As a young girl, the Thenardiers see 
Cosette as a way to make money. Once saved, 
Valjean idolizes and protects her. He made 
a promise to Fantine that he would take care 
of her daughter, and he takes that promise 
very seriously. Eponine was once the sister of 
Cosette, and is the best friend of Marius. She is 
jealous of Cosette and the relationship that she 
develops with Marius. 
RH: How has your interpretation of 
Cosette changed as the rehearsal process 
has gone on?
NB: On the surface, Cosette seems like the 
young, lovestruck stereotype. However, the 

rehearsal process has allowed me to understand 
that there is so much more to her character. She 
is on her own little journey to discover where 
she came from and where she wants to go. She 
becomes defiant as she creates her own Romeo 
and Juliet love story. I have loved being able 
to explore the relationship between her love for 
Valjean and her longing for a different life. 
RH: What has been the biggest challenge 
of playing your character?
NB: Definitely the girly, boy crazy aspects of 
her. A lot of her movement is very fluttery and 
hummingbird-like. I also laugh a lot...and she 
has a lot of awkward “stare deeply into his eyes” 
moments...so that gets hard. I laugh at Tripp a 
lot. He plays my dad... so, you know. 
RH: If you could change one thing about 
your character, what would it be?
NB: I would make her more defiant, I think. She 
needs to be more of a #girlboss like Eponine. I 
wish that her want for answers and her own life 
was not fueled by a man!

Brett Hunter
by Ryan Hinske

Ryan Hinske: Tell us 
about your character 
in the show.
Brett Hunter: The 
role of Marius embodies 
this driven Romeo 
archetype. He sees this 
girl and suddenly wants 
to sacrifice all of his 
ambitions for love.
RH: What is your 
background in musical theater?
BH: I had been doing shows at FAME 
Performing Arts in Mt. Pleasant for a handful 
of years up until the pandemic. This will be my 
first show since then, and I’m really excited for 
it. 
RH: If you had to pick, what song 
represents your character best?
BH: If we’re talking songs in the show, then 
I would say “A Heart Full of Love.” It’s a love 
song and my character is simping for 90% of 
his time on stage.  
RH: Describe the internal conflict that 
Marius experiences during the plot.
BH: Throughout the show, Marius is forced to 
decide whether to go to war with his friends or 
to follow his heart and pursue this newly found 
love.
RH: What has been the biggest challenge 
of playing your character?
BH: My character has to portray a pretty broad 
scope of emotions, so it’s definitely an acting 

challenge.
RH: How has your relationship with 
your friends who play barricade boys 
changed your experience/mindset?
BH: I’m playing this character alongside guys 
that I really know and love. This makes the 
experience much more authentic.
RH: If you could change one thing about 
your character, what would it be?
BH: I would have to change how much of a 
simp he is. He sees one girl and decides to do a 
full 180 and try to ditch his friends? C’mon bro.

Devon Brunson
by Ryan Hinske

Ryan Hinske: Tell us 
about your character 
in the show.
Devon Brunson: 
My character in Les 
Mis is the leader of a 
group of schoolboys, 
the barricade boys, who 
are mounting a French 
resistance movement. 
RH: What does your 
character mean to 
you? 
DB: To me, my character represents morality, 
and the strength to fight for something. He’s not 
distracted by love or money, instead completely 
driven by his goals of making the world a better 
place. 
RH: How do others in the show see you? 
DB: Others in the show see Enjolras as sort of 
blunt, especially Marius (known simp), but an 
inspiring force who can get them to fight with 
him. 
RH: What has been your biggest 
challenge during the rehearsal process? 
DB: My biggest challenge has probably been 
trying to keep my voice rested as much as 
possible since the show is pretty difficult to 
sing. I’ve never really had this intense of a 
rehearsal schedule for anything before, but I’m 
learning to love it. 
RH: How are you preparing for your role 
outside of rehearsals? 
DB: I don’t have a whole lot of acting 
experience, so I’ve been trying to work on how 
I approach every scene and phrase so it makes 
sense in terms of the character. 
RH: How has your interpretation of 
Enjolras changed as the rehearsal 
process has gone on? 
DB: At the start, I envisioned Enjolras as a 
laid back leader who’s super excited and giddy 
about what’s going on around him, but as I’ve 
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worked on the character, I’ve started to try and embody the fire 
inside of him and be almost angry in a way. 
RH: What is your favorite thing about Les Mis?
DB: My favorite thing about Les Mis is that I get to do it with some 
of my best friends; it wouldn’t be the same without the chemistry we 
already have, and that makes it so much more fun.

Austin Smith
by Ryan Hinske

Ryan Hinske: What is your background 
in musical theater?
Austin Smith: I’ve been doing musicals 
since I was in sixth grade with the James 
Island Players.
RH: What type of character is 
Monsieur Thenardier?
AS: Thenardier is more than just comic 
relief in Les Mis; while Javert serves as the 
primary antagonist, being a stoic character 
who believes wrongdoings are strictly 
punished by God, Thenardier is the foil for 
him, being the funny character who believes 
God is dead and the only worthwhile pursuit 
in life is money. And, of course, he’s the type of character who can be 
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that evil and funny at the same time.
RH: Is there anything you do before 
going onstage to get into character? 
AS: I tend to just try and loosen up before 
going onstage. I get in the mentality that I’ve 
prepared and that whatever happens up there, 
so long as I commit to it, can still be funny.
RH: With Les Mis being entirely singing, 
how do you create your character’s voice 
while keeping it musical?
AS: I can keep it musical while having the heavy 
character voice I use because Thenardier’s 
music is designed to have a voice like that; the 
music being so repetitive, the audience can 
recognize the music even if I have a character 
voice.
RH: What do you bring to Les Mis? 
AS: I hope that I’m able to bring the comedy 
to Les Mis, because without a good Thenardier, 
the story can get pretty depressing.
RH: How has your interpretation of your 
character changed over the rehearsal 
process?
AS: I’ve learned more about the character 
beyond his first song, and I’ve realized he’s a 
bit more of a thug in the later songs, and not 
as funny as he is menacing. But by the end, he 
brings it full circle with the best and funniest 
farewell song for any character, “Beggars at the 
Feast.”
RH: Is there a song that defines your 
character?
AS: “Beggars at the Feast.” The entire song is 
the Thenardiers laughing at the audience at 
how we ended up on top, and telling them that 
we’ll see you in hell!

Lauren Huser
by Ryan Hinske

Ryan Hinske: What 
is your background 
in musical theater? 
Lauren Huser: I have 
been a performer from 
a very young age, but 
I really started getting 
into musical theater 
when I was in the fourth 
grade. I did a week-
long summer camp for 
musical theater, and 
after the first day, I 
fell head-over-heels in 
love with it. For the past eight years, I have 
participated in musical theater performances 
through organizations like The Charleston 
Youth Company and Charleston Stage, and 
I plan to continue performing as I go off to 

college.
RH: Describe your character.
LH: Madame Thenardier is the wife of 
Monsieur Thenardier and one of the “comic 
relief” characters in Les Mis. Her personality is 
brash and boisterous, and she has a ridiculous 
obsession for money. While she has plenty of 
humorous moments (like talking poorly about 
her lousy husband), she is also seen acting 
negligent and abusive towards young Cosette, 
which gives her a villainous role in the play as 
well. 
RH: Being in high school when Les 
Mis was first canceled, was there a 
character you were set on getting before 
quarantine?
LH: For some reason, I was really intent on 
getting the role of Cosette... I honestly don’t 
know what I was thinking; I guess I was just a 
really ambitious alto back then! But Madame 
Thenardier was my second choice at that time, 
and she became my top choice when I auditioned 
again this year, so I’m glad I eventually became 
set on getting her character instead.
RH: How has your interpretation of your 
character changed over the course of the 
rehearsal process? 
LH: At first I thought she was just a really 
funny woman who hates her husband, but now 
I’ve realized just how horrible of a person she is. 
She verbally and physically abuses an innocent 
eight-year-old, and she hurts many other 
people for financial gain. She’s an incredibly 
selfish woman; she doesn’t really care about 
anyone but herself.
RH: What has been the biggest challenge 
of playing your character? 
LH: Madame’s personality is the complete 
opposite of my own; I would never purposefully 
mistreat others or steal their belongings! It’s 
been especially difficult getting into character 
during my interaction with young Cosette. I 
understand that it’s just acting, and obviously 
I would never actually yell in a child’s face. 
Even so, I still feel the need to apologize to 
little Cosette every time we go over that scene, 
because I always feel awful about it!
RH: Describe the relationship between 
Madame and Monsieur Thenardier.
LH: Although Madame Thenardier makes 
numerous unkind comments about Monsieur 
Thenardier, the two of them are quite literally 
partners in crime. Their overwhelming greed 
for money and their evil, chaotic personalities 
make them perfect for each other.
RH: What is your favorite thing about 
your character? 
LH: I love the way she talks about Monsieur 
Thenardier in “Master of the House.” Her 
insults are so funny and ruthless, and it adds a 

more comical tone to such a depressing show. 
Most of the other characters are super complex 
and have interesting backstories, but Madame 
Thenardier’s character is much more static 
and simple. Of course, that doesn’t make her 
a boring character--her behavior in Les Mis 
proves that she’s anything but that! Her raunchy 
vocabulary and dramatic body language are 
what make her character so fun and enjoyable.

Elaina Gable
by Jada Fickling

Jada Fickling: As 
c o n c e r t m a s t e r , 
what is your 
strategy for leading 
the orchestra and 
preparing all of the 
Les Mis music?
Elaina Gable: I am 
primarily responsible 
for making sure my 
section’s bowings make 
sense and helping lead 
my section on difficult 
entrances. Since we are 
moving through the music so fast, we need to 
fix small problems as soon as they come up, and 
I’m grateful for the other principal players’ help 
and suggestions!
JF: You’ve been in the Sinfonietta 
since your tenth grade year, and 
Symphony since ninth grade. How is this 
performance different from ones you 
have done in the past, and what’s the 
most difficult aspect of the program?
EG: Although we have worked with Vocal 
many times in the past, this is the orchestra’s 
first experience playing as the pit orchestra for 
a full-scale musical. The performance is also 
longer than any we have done before, and the 
attention and focus required to accompany 
soloists and choral ensembles for over two 
hours is the most difficult part of the program 
for me.
JF: On top of Les Mis, you’re also playing 
the Sibelius Violin Concerto with the 
Symphony, playing chamber music in 
Chamber Music Charleston’s CMC2 
program, and finishing your college 
auditions. How do you balance all of 
this?
EG: It has definitely been difficult balancing 
my schoolwork, college auditions/applications, 
and all of my music commitments. This year, 
I have had to make some hard decisions to fit 
everything in, including taking a break from 
many of my hobbies, including tennis, pottery, 
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and sewing. This was very disappointing but 
necessary to avoid getting too overwhelmed!
JF: What was your biggest takeaway 
from Les Misérables, and what can the 
audience expect?
EG: It has been really interesting and enjoyable 
to work on such a complex project and see how 
it all comes together. Even within the orchestra, 
we got to experiment with some rarely-used 
keys, time signatures, and techniques (playing 
the violin like a guitar, for example!) That made 
the experience even more fun and unique. 
Watching it take shape with the singers has 
been very rewarding. I truly believe this will 
be a one-of-a-kind performance and I highly 
recommend coming!
JF: What advice do you have for future 
concertmasters at SOA, and violinists 
playing in future productions like Les 
Mis?
EG: Don’t be afraid to lead and let your 
opinions be heard! As an introvert, I have 
found it daunting at times to communicate to 
my section, but I know the whole orchestra 
improves when there is a strong network 
of communication among the sections and 
players.

Peter O’Malley
by Norah Bernstein

NB: How does sitting 
Principal differ from 
the responsibilities 
of other cellists in 
the orchestra?
PO: I’d say my biggest 
responsibility is to 
determine the bowings 
for the section. In a pit 
orchestra setting, our 
bowings have a different 
level of importance. I 
guess what I’m saying 
is that, generally, we 
follow uniform bowings so it looks good to the 
audience, but in the pit our bows aren’t seen. 
However, playing in a much smaller, tighter 
space presents the challenge of our bows 
running into each other. Early on, I had the 
mindset of “if we’re in a pit, it doesn’t matter. 
If you guys want to do hooked bowings here, go 
ahead. No one’s going to see.” But then I thought 
about it more and realized their importance.
Another big part of sitting Principal is playing 
the cello solos. Some of them aren’t too bad, but 
others are kind of nuts. There’s one cello solo 
towards the end in F# Major (six sharps!), and 
it goes on and on, with awkward shifts left and 
right. There’s another one where it’s just Elaina 

(the concertmaster) and I, and I’m all the way 
up at the end of the fingerboard. Some of them 
are just half notes, but in those solos I have to 
be hyper-focused on intonation and “singing” 
on each note.
NB: What kind of work did you have to 
do to earn the title of Principal cellist?
PO: Anyone in the cello section could sit 
Principal and do really well in that position. 
It’s hard not to think, “What am I doing? Am 
I not being a good section leader? What does 
Gabe think?” If you’re shooting for Principal, 
you really need to know your part in and 
out, because you’re right there in front of the 
conductor. You’re held to a higher standard, 
and you always have to be ready.
NB: How have rehearsals for Les Mis 
been going so far? 
PO: They’ve been going great. It’s pretty 
amazing that we’ve been able to cover so much 
repertoire in the short time we’ve had the music, 
and the Sinfonietta is really sounding great. 
We started rehearsing with Vocal in the pit in 
the last week of March, and the rehearsals are 
very exciting. However, I must admit that the 
four-hour rehearsals are very tiring (especially 
having to lay out Applause afterwards when I 
get home).
NB: What is the most challenging 
piece of Les Mis, and what makes it so 
challenging? 
PO: “Attack on Rue Plumet” is a huge challenge, 
at least in the cello part. The notes aren’t too 
bad, but a lot of rhythmic stuff pops up out of 
nowhere. There are two syncopated passages 
that I’ve been doing a lot of metronome work 
on, but I think the section has them down. 
There’s also a part toward the end that takes 
the theme from “Castle On a Cloud” in a very 
awkward range on the cello (between neck and 
thumb position).
NB: Can you give an update on the other 
things that you have been working on 
this year? 
PO: For the Sinfonietta, we had an incredible 
concert with Francisco Fullana, a fantastic 
violinist who played with us in February. For 
me, I’ve been doing a lot of stuff. In the College 
of Charleston Orchestra, we recently played 
Tchaikovsky Violin Concerto with Augustin 
Hadelich(!!!), and my quintet had a masterclass 
with Midori in early March and competed in 
the UofSC Chamber Day on March 26th. I 
had my recital in late January and am starting 
new repertoire (Beethoven A Major Sonata, 
Prokofiev Sinfonia Concertante, Bach Cello 
Suite No. 5). I’m keeping busy!
NB: Do you feel that the music of Les Mis 
helps the storyline of the musical? 
PO: Yeah, without a doubt. What’s Les Mis 

without music? No singing, no orchestra? It 
would just be a play!

I’d really like to express my thanks 
to Dr. Selby and the work he’s done, not just 
for  the production of Les Mis, but for all three 
orchestras he directs at SOA. The Chamber 
Orchestra, Symphony, and Sinfonietta have 
put together so many great performances this 
school year, and I’m thrilled to be working under 
him for Les Mis. I doubt I’ll ever play under a 
conductor so committed and charismatic.

Gracen Herrin
by Giovanni Cusatis

Giovanni Cusatis: 
As a violinist, do you 
have any previous 
experience preparing 
shows like Les Mis?
Gracen Herrin: I 
don’t really think that I 
have much experience 
in this department. We 
originally were supposed 
to put on this production 
my Sophomore year but 
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couldn’t because of the Gracen Herrin 
COVID shutdown, so I 
had already seen some of the music. All things 
considered, I don’t think that this prepared me 
at all for the amount of music we were given 
and how it all came together.
GC: What responsibilities do you have as 
the Principal of the second violin section 
in Les Mis?
GH:  I would say that my responsibilities are 
a little different t han b eing P rincipal Second 
Violin in any other concert because usually the 
first and second violins have two very different 
parts to play. In Les Mis, both of the violin 
parts are the same, but I still feel that it is my 
responsibility to help my section as best I can. 
GC: With such a large amount of music, 
what have the rehearsals been like?
GH: Kind of stressful, if I’m being honest. We 
have been shifting through so much music in 
these past few weeks that it’s really hard to get 
ahead and look at the next song or even practice 
the songs we had played two classes ago. 
GC: How is Les Mis different f rom the 
Symphony concerts you’ve been a part 
of? Have you felt an adjustment to the 
different style of the music?
GH: I think that Les Mis is different from our 
usual Symphony pieces because the rhythms 
have to be super steady and correct so that they 
can match up with what the vocal majors are 
singing.
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We are so proud of 
you, Riley! Can’t wait 
to see what you do in 

the future! 

Love Mom, Dad & 
Gray!

We are delighted 
to see you on 

stage once again. 
Congrats on your 
performances of 

Les Misérables. The 
work you do never 
ceases to amaze us. 
We are extremely 
proud of you. Well 

done, Sammy. 
Minamahal ka 

naming lubusan.

Mom, Dad & Pia Congratulations Natasha! We are so 
proud of you! 

Love Mom, Dad, Sam, Simone, and 
Oliver

Riley Forsberg

Sammy Oronce

Ryan Hinske

Natasha Kavarana

From sweet 
orphan Oliver to 

vindictive, twisted 
Javier, you’ve 

been the star of 
our world. We 

couldn’t be more 
proud of you, 

Ryan!

Congratulations
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Congratulations, 
Kylie!  We couldn’t 
be more proud of 
you and all your 

hard work on Les 
Misérables. Break a 

leg!  

Love Mom, Dad and 
Abby

We are so proud 
of all the hard 

work you have put 
in and the talent 

you possess. 

Love,
the Fam

Ryan Hinske

Sofia, 
In but eighteen short years, you have accomplished so 
much! You have given us happy, beautiful memories, 

grown into your courage, talent, beauty, and BIG heart!!
Congratulations on all of your amazing achievements!! 

Now you can go and confidently soar into your own sky... 
you are our sunshine and we love you immensely!!

Love Always, 
Mom, Dad, Gogi, Papa and Nana

Lena, you 
never cease 

to amaze 
us! We are 

proud of you 
and love you 
very much!

Mami & Papi

Natasha Kavarana

Kylie Kothera

Julia Dubay Lena Fimian

Sofia Lathbury

Congratulations 
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Brooks, You are 
amazing and we 

love you! 

Mom & Drew

Brett, we are 
amazed by all that 

you are doing!  
Looking forward 
to another great 

performance!  So 
proud and we love 

you! The Fam!

Brooks Wetmore Brett Hunter

Brady Bishop

Congrats, Brady!! 
We are so proud 

of you!!

Love, Mom & 
Dad

We are so proud of all 
your hard work, Brady! 

We Love You more 
than hot chocolate! 

Daddy, Momma, 
Cameron & Brynnan!

Brady Frye

Congratulations to the Cast and Ensemble of Les Misérables
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Congratulations 
on all of your hard 
work!  We are so 

very proud of you!  
Can’t wait for the 
performance!!!

  
Love,

Mom, Dad, and 
Logan

Brett Hunter

Giovanni,
We are so proud 

of you and all 
you continue 
to accomplish 
as a musician.  

Congratulations 
on being part of 
this incredible 

production!  

Much Love,
Daddy, Mama, 

Luciano, 
Annabella, 

Guido & Smoky

Evan Baker Giovanni Cusatis

Peter O’Malley

Best wishes for 
your upcoming 
performances 

of Les Mis.  We 
hope you survive 
all of the hours in 

the pit!

Love, Mom and 
Dad

Congratulations 
Elaina on leading 

the orchestra 
in this amazing 
production!  We 

are so proud of all 
the hard work you 

and your fellow 
musicians have put 

into making this 
show a success!

Mom, Dad and 
William

Elaina Gable

Congratulations to the Cast and Ensemble of Les Misérables
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Congrats Rory! 
We are so proud of you!

Love Mom, Dad, Mark, and Jameson

Bravo, ML! We 
recognize the hard 
work that went into 
this production and 
are both proud and 
amazed at what has 
been accomplished! 
Congratulations to 
you, your talented 

castmates, the 
symphony, and 

dedicated teachers! 

Love, 
Mama & Daddy

To our Norah, 
Congratulations on 

your role as Cosette! 
It is amazing to 
watch you grow 
as an artist with 

such dedication to 
your craft. We are 
so proud of you! 
Wishing you and 
the Les Mis cast a 
successful show!    

Suivez vos rêves! We 
love you! 

Dad and AB

“Let the wine of 
friendship never 

run dry.”

To the barricades, 
Maya & Eli! With 

love from your 
biggest fans

“I get by with a little help from my friends.” 
Excited to see what life holds for these amazing 

friends!  Enjoy every moment! 
With Love and Pride, The Cool Moms

Devin, 
Congratulations 

on all your 
achievements this 
year. We’re proud 

of you!!

Love, 
Mom, Dad, and 

Casey

Rory Condon

Norah Bernstein

Meredith Layne Hungerford

Bryson, we’re so 
proud of you and 

your classmates for 
your commitment 
and dedication to 
the production of 

Les Mis. 

Love Mom, Dad, 
and Addison

Norah, Makenna, Linnea, 
and Eva

Eli and Maya Bundy

Devin O’Brien

Bryson Wood

Congratulations to the Cast and Ensemble of Les Misérables

Ciara, you light 
up the stage just 

like you light 
up life! I am so 
proud of you! 

Congratulations 
sweetie, I love you!

Mom

Ciara Whitfield
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Senior Wins Optimist Club Oratorical 
Contest
By Nora Bernstein

SOA Senior Vocal Major Tripp Carrington won first place in 
the West Ashely Optimist Club Oratorical Contest on March 29 and 
on April 2, he won first place at the Zone Level Contest, competing 
against students from the Lowcountry and the Grand Strand.  

Tripp’s win sends him to the State Championship on May 7.  
This year’s theme was “How to Stay Optimistic During 

Challenging Times.” 
To tackle this subject, Tripp divided “challenging times” 

into two categories,” he says, “challenging times for an individual 
and challenging times for groups of people.” 

For “individual challenges,” Tripp drew from periods within 
his family life, and what he considered “group challenges,” he says, 
“were based on observations I have made during the pandemic.”

Tripp, who will attend the University of Southern California 
this fall as an English major, says preparing for the Zoom 
competition was challenging. 

“First off, I dressed up nicely, which is one of my least 
favorite things to do,” he said. “The morning of the speech, I read 
over it a few times and hoped for the best.”

Good luck, Tripp!

Reelin' in the Years: May 17, RMMT

Sammy Oronce and Liam Murphy rehearse Jim Croce's "Operator" in Dr. 
Cusatis's classroom in preparation for "Reelin' in the Years: A Celebration 
of the Songs of the Seventies." Proceeds from the Applause-sponsored 
event will go to support the Rose Maree Myers Scholarship for Artistic 
Excellence.

Tripp Carrington performs recently in the Musical Theater Center's 
production of Legally Blonde.

Happy Spring Break 
2022 

from Applause



SOA Prom 
March 19, 2022
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What are you most looking forward to for Les Mis? What 
will you miss once the concerts have happened?
GH: I’m looking forward to performing in the pit of the 
Gaillard Center and seeing my family’s reactions to the 
performance. I’ll miss practicing and performing 
with the Vocal majors after our concerts have 
ended.
Yosef Chang
by Peter O’Malley

Peter O’Malley: The Sinfonietta was 
starting another production of Les Mis 
right before COVID hit. What was different 
between those earlier rehearsals and the 
ones happening this year?
Yosef Chang: The biggest difference for me is the 
change in the viola section. Before COVID hit, I was first-year at SOA, still 
playing under the leadership of the talented upperclassmen. Now, I find 
myself leading a section of completely new Sinfonietta musicians. I feel 
that more is expected of me, which is both challenging and endearing. 
PO: As a cellist, I’ve found the part can be somewhat demanding 
(strange key signatures, meter changes, etc). What have you 
found to be the biggest challenge in the viola part?
YC: My biggest difficulty is definitely keeping my stamina during the 
rehearsals. It’s important to stay focused for long periods of time while 
still relaxing and not overworking the body. Although not as intense as 
sports, I still find playing the viola to be very physically demanding. 
PO: We get through the music very fast. What strategies do 
you have for keeping up with the repertoire?
YC: I have always struggled with counting rests and playing correct 
rhythms. For Les Mis, I try to keep a constant internal pulse, even 
tapping my foot when the repertoire becomes more complex (a habit 
that I got from freshman colleague, Cyle Tang). This allows me to 
execute entrances with a level of confidence and leadership that allows 
my section to positively contribute to the ensemble. 
PO: What is different between preparing for a production such 
as Les Mis and preparing for a standard Sinfonietta concert?
YC: The biggest difference is the time crunch students have to learn the 
music. There is very little time for “hand-holding,” and if we are unable 
to perform the piece during rehearsal, we are expected to practice it 
independently. 
PO: What advice do you have for violists and other musicians 
playing in productions like Les Mis in coming years?
YC: Honestly, the biggest tip I would have is just to breathe, inhaling 
through the nose and exhaling through the mouth. The repertoire is 
really not as difficult as it presents itself to be, so if you just approach 
it with a level head and decisiveness, I believe you will find much more 
success. 

Where Are They Now?

Kayla Herrman reached out to her brother, Tyler Herrman, to 
learn about his time so far as a Freshman at Clemson University.

Kayla Herrman: What college are you attending? What are 
you majoring in?
Tyler Herrman: Clemson. I’m majoring in computer science with a 

minor in cyber security.
KH: How has the transition been 
from high school to college?
TH: The transition was kind of difficult 
for the first few weeks, but afterwards it 
felt like I had been in college forever. It 
feels like high school was so long ago and 
it hasn’t even been a year.
KH: What’s the most challenging 
part about college so far?
TH: The most challenging thing 
about college is time management and 
motivation. It’s up to you whether you go 
to class or not, and when the option to just 
sleep in is always available, it gets pretty 
rough. How I’ve been able to motivate 
myself is by taking classes I’m interested in. If you actually want to learn 
what’s being taught in class, you are much more likely to go. I’m very 
lucky to have found a major I really enjoy. 
KH: What’s the best part about college so far?
TH: I would say the best part about college is exactly the same thing. 
Having the freedom to do whatever you want with your day feels great, 
even though it’s a bit daunting at first. Another thing I really love is the 
ability to take interesting classes. There are so many random classes 
about the coolest stuff, and you can just take them no questions asked. 
My roommate Charles, who also went to SOA, is taking Fungi and 
Civilizations; I have no idea what that even means. I think a lot of people 
are excited about the freedom of college, but not really about taking 
classes. And while, yeah, a lot of classes aren’t the most amazing thing 
ever, you should really try and take some cool ones that you think you’d 
like. I’ve ended up really enjoying the ones I’ve tried, and it makes your 
whole course load seem a lot lighter when 
you have some fun ones in there. I know I’ve 
been going on for a bit, but one last thing I 
think is really awesome are the clubs. At least 
at Clemson, there are so many clubs; it’s 
ridiculous. There’s a skydiving club where 
you can just go out one Saturday, learn the 
basics, and jump out of a plane. I mean, I’m 
in the middle of getting scuba certified at the 
moment. Anyway, my point is there’s a ton 
of fun clubs to join and you should try some.
KH: What do you miss the most 
about SOA and what are your fondest 
memories?
TH: What I miss most about SOA is definitely 
the environment. That school is filled with 
talented people. Whenever I come to pick 
[Kayla Herrman] up from school, it’s crazy to look at all of the students 
and know that they are all talented at their art. That was something I 
kind of took for granted after going there for seven years; you start to 
get used to everyone being super talented. I miss the teachers too. Most 
of the teachers I’ve had in college are good, but the teachers at SOA are 
the best I’ve ever had. And not just great at teaching, they’re great people 
too. Okay, is Dr. Cusatis going to send that check in the mail, or can I 
just pick it up when I get home? In all seriousness though, everything I 
said is true; the teachers are really great, and it always makes me super 
happy when I get to come back and see them again. I’ve been rambling, 
so I’ll say my favorite memories of SOA are watching everyone perform 
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Tyler (right) with his sister, Kayla 
(left), and Mr. Clark (middle) at 

graduation.

Tyler goes grocery shopping at
Clemson
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at convocation and lunchtime with my friends. 
KH: Do you have any advice for seniors?
TH: Yeah, but not too much because I’m sure they know what’s up. I’ll 
just say that you guys are so close to being done it’s ridiculous, so just 
relax and don’t stress about college. You will have plenty of time to do 
that in college. 
KH: It may be too early, but where do you see yourself after 
college?
TH: After college I want to move to California and start auditioning. I 
figured I would get a degree so that I could always fall back on computer 
science if acting doesn’t work out, but I still want to be an actor. Thank 
you to all of my theater teachers for that. You’re the best.

Where Were They Then?
Giovanni Cusatis spoke with SOA High 
School Math Teacher Ms. Katharine 
Johnson about her life before SOA.

Giovanni Cusatis: Where did you grow 
up and what are some of your favorite 
childhood memories?
Katharine Johnson: I was born in 
Maryville, TN, a town outside of the Smoky 
Mountains, where my father grew up. My 
father was in the Air Force, so we moved 
quite often. I lived in Tennessee, Florida, 
Nebraska, the Philippines (my mother 

is Filipino), Louisiana, and Georgia. My high 
school years were in Georgia, and I graduated 
from Warner Robins High School. As a child, I 
loved and hated moving. It was always fun to see 
new places but hard to leave friends and make 
new ones. I enjoyed living in the Philippines 
because that is where my extended family on my 
mother’s side lives. So I was constantly traveling 
to different islands to visit family and play with 
cousins on the beaches!  During high school, 
I loved being in the band. The band was where 
I made most of my high school friendships. I 
played tenor saxophone and consistently made 
the honor band each year! I was also an academic geek and participated 
in academic and math bowl competitions.
GC: What was life like after high school? Where did you go to 
college?
KJ: After graduating high school, I went to the University of Missouri-
Rolla where I had a scholarship. My now husband joined the Air Force 
(we were high school sweethearts). The following year, I married my 
husband where we lived in Texas, North Carolina, and finally Colorado, 
all within two years. So I moved from college to college where I eventually 
went to the University of Colorado at Colorado Springs. I graduated with 
a degree in Chemistry. My focus was statistical research analysis (I am a 
number cruncher!). We eventually moved to South Carolina, where for 
many years I focused on staying home with my children.
GC: Where did you work before SOA?
KJ: My first teaching position was at Drayton Hall Elementary in 
kindergarten! I have actually taught a few SOA students’ older siblings in 
kindergarten. Then I began teaching math at Summerville High School, 
Oakbrook Middle School, and then Ashley Ridge High School (all in 
Summerville), until I began teaching here at SOA in the fall of 2019.
GC: How did you get into teaching?
KJ: It actually started with me helping out in my own children’s 
classrooms. I would help out with small group reading and math. I really 
enjoyed working with children and being able to get students to make 
connections in math. After volunteering for almost two years, I decided 
to take the plunge and go back to school to earn my teaching certification.
GC: Do you have any advice for students?
KJ: I love Mark Twain, and one of my favorite quotes about learning 
is “There is nothing training cannot do. Nothing is above its reach. It 
can turn bad morals to good; it can destroy bad principles and recreate 
good ones; it can lift me to an angel ship.”  Always keep learning and be 
willing to try new things, even if you may at first think you are failing. 
The experience will always shape how we 
think and move forward.

Seniors Share College 
Plans
Applause staff writer Lauren Holladay 
spoke with two seniors, 
Ashley Gotlib and Ellie Garner, to learn 
about their post-SOA plans. 

 After a long four years in high school, 
seniors around the world are finally getting 
closer to the excitingly impending event that 
solidifies the accomplishment of completing 
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high school: graduation. Among these seniors 
are SOA’s Ellie Garner and Ashley Gotlib, who 
both look forward to their futures after School 
of the Arts. 
 Ellie Garner, a Band major in her 
seventh year at SOA, is planning to follow 
in the footsteps of her father and sister by 
attending the University of South Carolina in 
the fall. After applying to schools all over the 
lowcountry, including Clemson, Charleston 
Southern University, and Lander University, 
Ellie has chosen to attend the University of 
South Carolina with the intention of studying 
health science and follow with a career in 
nursing. With the goal of someday becoming 
a nurse practitioner, Ellie is planning on 
attending USC as a nursing major, and then 
intends to continue her education path in physician assistant school or 
graduate school to obtain her Master’s degree. 
 Having been at SOA since sixth grade, Ellie has learned a lot from 
her classmates and teachers. The independence gained in her time at 
SOA ensures Ellie’s confidence in her future. “SOA has taught me the 
value of your peers and how to overcome problems on your own,” Ellie 
states. She believes that SOA has thoroughly prepared her for after high 
school, and she is excited to meet new people and follow her career path 
in college.
 Ashley Gotlib, another SOA senior, has been attending SOA as a 
Vocal Major since sixth grade. Looking at colleges, Ashley chose options 
that were located in large cities and offered all of the majors that she 
was interested in. After touring and falling in love with the campus 
environment, Ashley has decided to attend Loyola University Chicago 
in the fall: “I chose this college because when I toured it it felt right. The 
vibes were great, and I loved the people and the diversity!”
 Much like Ellie, Ashley has decided on a major in the medical 
science field; she will be majoring in behavioral cognitive neuroscience 
at Loyola. While she didn’t always know that she wanted to be in the 
medical field, Ashley was sure that she wanted to be a doctor by her 
freshman year. Now, she aspires to eventually become a pediatric trauma 
surgeon or a pediatric emergency physician, and plans to continue her 
education in medical school after college to achieve these goals.  
 Seven years into her journey at SOA, Ashley looks back to all 
of the great times she has had at School of the Arts. Not able to pick a 
favorite moment, Ashley highlights all of the fun experiences that she has 
been able to enjoy with her friends. While she will be sad to say goodbye, 
Ashley looks forward to starting her next chapter at Loyola: “I’m super 
excited to be in a new city, meet new people, and learn more about the 
scientific field,” she emphasizes. 
 Whether our seniors have been with us for seven years, four 
years, or just one year, School of the Arts will be sad to see them go. 
However, after being in the presence of their talent every day, we are 
grateful to have been a part of their journey, and cannot wait to see all of 
the amazing things that the Class of 2022 will go on to accomplish.

Student Perspective: Marin Sinclair
by Emma Brubaker

Emma Brubaker: How would you describe the Vocal audition 
process?
Marin Sinclair: My audition process was quite nerve-wracking. I was 
a pretty shy kid when I auditioned in fifth grade. Luckily, my sister was 

at SOA at the time, and because of that, I knew 
Mr. Rogers and Ms. Hammond before the 
audition, which I think definitely helped calm 
my nerves a little.
EB: How long have you been at SOA?
MS: I have been at SOA since sixth grade.
EB: How would you describe the 
difference between middle and high 
school vocal classes?
MS: I believe middle school and high school 
Vocal are pretty different, but also pretty 
similar. You are still singing and working on the 
same types of concerts, but in high school, you 
are split up within your grade for the first time, 
and the songs in high school tend to get more 
interesting and challenging. The experiences 
you are exposed to are also quite different in high school. Middle school 
was mainly focused on learning music theory and how to sing choral 
music, since many of us had not sung seriously before, so we were able 
to experience more opportunities outside of class in high school because 
of this prior learning. 
EB: How did COVID 19 affect your major?
MS: Unlike other majors, Vocal was pretty much forced to halt during 
COVID. Singing is not possible over Zoom, so for the first few months 
of the pandemic, we had to send in recordings of us singing for grades. 
At the start of the next school year, we realized that singing with a mask 
was also very difficult, and at that time, we were not even allowed to 
sing indoors in groups larger than one. We spent many afternoons in 
the breezeway, which some classes loved and others hated, and because 
we were singing outside with masks on, we couldn’t really focus on any 
details within the music. The only concert we were even allowed to have 
last year was an outdoor one at the very end of the year. 
EB: Do you intend to continue with your major after high 
school?
MS: I will not be majoring in vocal in college, but I do hope to join a 
choir if possible, since this has been such a large part of my life for the 
past seven years.

Applause Meets New High School Science 
Teacher Ms. Devinney
by Kayla Herrman

Kayla Herrman: What was your early 
education life like?
Ginger Devinney: I obtained a Bachelors of 
Science degree in Biology and double minor 
in Anthropology and Geology from Winthrop 
University.  At Winthrop, I was a teaching 
assistant for Human Anatomy and Physiology 
and Insect Field Studies while also completing 
independent undergraduate research dealing 
with field entomology research. I then obtained 
a Masters of Science degree in Entomology from 
Clemson University.  At Clemson, I was a graduate research assistant 
where I completed and published research in Agricultural Entomology. 
KH: Where did you work prior to SOA?
GD: Prior to SOA, I worked at Trident Technical College and Oceanside 
Collegiate Academy.
KH: Did you grow up in the Charleston area? If not, where did 
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you grow up, and what attracted you to Charleston and SOA?
GD: I did not grow up in the Charleston area. I grew up in West Monroe, 
LA.  My family relocated to South Carolina when I was in high school. I 
visited the Charleston area when I graduated from graduate school and 
have been here ever since. SOA is a great school with awesome students 
and culture!
KH: How did you become involved in education as a career?
GD: I’ve always loved helping people and thought this was a great way to 
help the next generations learn to love the life sciences as much as I do!
KH: What are your responsibilities at SOA this year?
GD: I am filling in for Mr. Short teaching AP Biology, AP Environmental 
Science, and Biology 1 Honors.
KH: What do you most want students to take away from their 
interactions with you?
GD: I want them to take away a strong sense of appreciation and love for 
the natural world around us.
KH: Is there anything else you’d like SOA to know about you? 
Any advice you’d like to offer students as this year comes to a 
close?
GD: I have an eleven year old Australian Cattle Dog, and I love doing 
anything active outdoors. My advice for students would be to study hard 
and try your best!

Applause Meets New Health and PE 
Teacher Ms. Carver
by Kayla Herrman

Kayla Herrman: Where did you work prior 
to SOA? 
Katherine Carver: I worked at a school similar 
to SOA in the largest school district in Georgia. It 
was a health science based school where students 
could pick a pathway (major). After working at 
the county level, I worked at a private Christian 
academy and coached tennis.
KH: Did you grow up in the Charleston 
area? If not, where did you grow up, and 
what attracted you to Charleston? And 
why SOA?
KC: I grew up in a place called Dacula, GA, 
about forty minutes north of Atlanta. I’ve been 
traveling to Charleston for the last five years and have absolutely loved 
each trip here. I chose SOA because I wanted to further my professional 
development and have only heard amazing things about Brian Johnson. 
I’m excited to learn from him!
KH: How did you become involved in education as a career?
KC: From a young age, I’ve always loved sports and exercise. My major 
in college was Exercise Science, and I intended on going to Physical 
Therapy school after undergrad. During my clinical rotations at the PT 
clinic, I discovered that line of work wasn’t for me. My favorite professor 
suggested I join the MAT (Masters of Arts and Teaching) Kinesiology and 
Physical Education program, and I ended up loving it! Now I’m a Health 
and PE teacher!
KH: What are your responsibilities at SOA this year? 
KC: To teach Health/PE for high school and middle school.
KH: What do you most want students to take away from their 
interactions with you?
KC: My number one goal is to be someone the students can turn to if they 
need help, encouragement, or someone to listen. From a PE standpoint, I 

want students to know that exercise can be fun and to help students find 
an activity they can participate in after high school.
KH: Is there anything else you’d like SOA to know about you? 
Any advice you’d like to offer s tudents a s t his y ear c omes to 
close? 
KC: Finish strong! You’re almost done!

Q & A: Les Mis Conductor, 
Dr. Christopher Selby
Applause spoke with Dr. Selby to gain insight on his process conducting 
Les Misérables.

Q: How long have you been 
preparing to conduct the ensemble 
for Les Misérables and what has 
that entailed?
 A: I’ve been listening to recordings for 
almost ten weeks to learn the songs and 
the tempos. I’ve been studying the score 
for about 4 weeks, sometimes 2-3 hours 
a day. The score is 836 pages, so just to 
read through it takes almost 3 hours. I 
mark where musicians come in, and I put 
markings in the score to help me establish 
tempos.
 Q: Is this one of the bigger projects 
you’ve been involved with and how 
does it compare to other major 
productions you’ve conducted?
A: Les Mis is easily the hardest and 
longest work I have ever conducted, and I 
have been conducting for 30 years. In fact 
it dwarfs anything that might come in 2nd 
in difficulty. 
 Q: What do you find m ost c hallenging a nd m ost rewarding 
about your work on Les Mis?
A: The tempos may be the hardest part because they change constantly, 
and if I’m not clear enough, or if I conduct the wrong speed, it throws 
everyone off. Knowing that I am helping the students learn and 
perform Les Mis is rewarding; it will be an experience that they 
(and I) will remember for the rest of our lives. 
Q: Do you have any particular favorite pieces? Any that have 
been particularly difficult?
A: So many of the songs are amazing; that’s what makes Les Mis 
special. It is full of great music. “One Day More” is a great song, but so is 
“I Dream a Dream,” and “On My Own,” and, well, there are too many.
Q: What’s it like watching something of this magnitude come 
together? 
 A: It forces me to realize that I have only one small part of the big picture. 
Everyone, including the cast and the musicians under the stage, needs to 
do their part, and they are all doing a great job. 
Q: When it’s over you will surely be both gratified and relieved.  
What’s next?
A: We have our end of year Spring Concert in May, and then a much 
needed summer break.

See Les Mis on April 21st and 22nd at the 
Gaillard Center!

April 2022 Page 33Features

K
ayla H

errm
an

Dr. Selby studies the Les Mis score 
on April 6th while monitoring the 

hall during PAC testing.

Ms. Carver
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Sign of the Month:
“Welcome Spring!”

by Aryana Chinn

Demonstrated by Charlie Fanetti, 12th grade
Grade ASL & Deaf Culture 

1. Place both of your hands by your sides and bring them up level to your shoulders. Point 
to the right. 
2. Hold your right palm up and point your fingers on your left hand toward your palm. 
Pinch your fingers together and bring them away from your hand. Do this motion twice. 
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CMC TWO

CMC

APPLY NOW
FOR THE 

2022-2023 SEASON
Chamber Music Charleston is now accepting applications 
for CMC TWO, a chamber music mentoring program for

 accomplished student string musicians.   Students will be
 provided with the opportunity to grow as chamber 

musicians while performing outreach activities, participating 
in masterclasses, and performing concerts.  

APPLICATION DEADLINE: 
APRIL 29, 2022

chambermusiccharleston.org/cmc-two/

masterclass with Midori

masterclass with Xavier Foley USC Chamber Music Day

On March 12th, family and friends came together to celebrate the 
eighteenth birthday of the late Shaundrea Smalls. The event took 
place at The Charleston Pour House, organized by SOA students 

Maya Drake and Kaija Tetrev. Shaundrea was a Vocal major at SOA, 
and she is forever with us in our hearts.

SOA’s Middle School String Orchestra placed “Superior” in all 
categories at the SCMEA Concert Performance Assessment at Lucy 

Beckham High School on Wednesday, March 7th.  Congratulations to 
Ms. Mears and the MSO!

by Aryana Chinn
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CONTINUE YOUR 
PASSION FOR

AT COLLEGE OF 
CHARLESTONthe arts

art & architectural 
history arts management halsey institute of 

contemporary art music theatre & dancehistoric preservation 
& community planning studio art

schedule virtual or 
in-person meeting/tour 
arts@cofc.edu • 843.953.6339

*Ask about “Build Your Own Campus Tour” 
events on April 8 & 15

art scholarship & 
audition info
go.cofc.edu/artscholarships

application info 
go.cofc.edu/CofCNext

sota.cofc.edu

sota.cofc.edu         

all arts 
events 

go.cofc.edu/artscalendar

SEE 
SEE 

US IN 
US IN 

ACTION
ACTION

CofC Stages presents multiple 
Tony Award-winning musical 
CABARET by Kander, Ebb & 
Masteroff, April 14-16. 
Student discounts available. 

go.cofc.edu/cabaret

Globally recognized operatic 
baritone Will Liverman & 
acclaimed pianist (CofC 
professor) Paul Sánchez 
perform their Grammy 
nominated alalbum “Dreams 
of a New Day: Songs by Black 
Composers.”

April 19 • FREE for students

go.cofc.edu/ips
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Horoscopes
by Julia Dubay

Aries (March 21 to April 19)- Don’t let your friends walk 
all over you. You are bold, strong, and capable. Don’t let that go to 
your head, however. You can know your worth and act like a boss 
without bossing people around. Another thing I want to mention: 
you aren't a professional therapist, and diagnosing your parents in 
secret won’t help your relationship with them.

Taurus (April 20 to May 20)- What are your plans after 
school today? Snacks or naps? The harder you sleep won’t resolve 
anything you’ve been stressed about. Your procrastinations have 
become higher than the stack of clothes you haven't put away in a 
month. My advice is to listen to the Applause playlist and eat some 
grapes while you finish those essays. 

Gemini (May 21 to June 20)- You may be very intense, 
but at least you have the best style in your friend group. Don’t let 
anyone tell you that you talk too much. You know it adds flavor 
to every conversation and debate. It's true, sometimes your 
forwardness will scare people away, but the right people will be 
able to handle your indecisiveness, stubborn debates, energy, and 
overall insanity.

Cancer (June 21 to July 22)- I know I may have attacked 
you a little in the last couple of Applause issues. Don’t worry, you 
aren’t away from my torment just yet. You may just be a little fragile, 
but your talent is something that can not be overlooked. Your hard 
work has really paid off lately, and I am so proud of you. One may 
think you’d be able to sleep well at night with all that success, but I 
know you’ve been up late trying to forget that embarrassing event 
from two years ago. No one else has forgotten either, Cyle. 

Leo (July 23 to August 22)- Calm down, Leo. I haven't 
forgotten about you. How are all the arguments you’ve won in the 
mirror going? Have you confronted them yet? I didn’t think so. 
It's okay, I’m sure you will, and I bet everything you’ve practiced 
would have left them stunned. After you talked to them, I know you 
definitely thought of something clever. Good job, Leo. 

Virgo (August 23 to September 22)- I know you think 
you look like the scariest person ever when you get angry, when 
in actuality your real or metaphorical mascara is running down 
your face and you can’t think of a comeback. Similar to Leo, you 
definitely thought of a better thing to say when you got home. This 
weekend you could either cry about it, overthink it, or go do some 
retail therapy. What do you think? 

Libra (September 23 to October 22)- Don’t burden 
yourself with your friend's problems; you have enough to worry 
about. You may be stressed about how people think you're judging 
them when you're really just remembering things to make fun of 
them for later. You could still be overthinking about the same thing 
you have been doing for a month. Is everyone lying to you, or do 
they actually care about you and you can’t process it? I know you’d 
rather be depressed about it on your Snap story.

Scorpio (October 23 to November 21)-You are very 
good at cutting people out of your life, and I envy that. That knife 
of yours may be a little too big, and you should try to mend some 

of those friendships. If you’re having trouble feeling either dead 
inside or the next best thing, try drinking some tea, then go out 
to spend time with the people you haven't seen in a while. Let’s 
end the self-sabotage. 

Sagittarius (November 22 to December 21)- 
Sweetie, you can ask for help. I promise. Your commitment issues 
are getting a bit out of hand, especially when you are anticipating 
them. Your impulsive optimism may be overlooked by yourself, 
but it is definitely seen by others. I love how you are still using 
the same Snapchat filter that you thought was funny four months 
ago. I'm proud of you.

Capricorn (December 22 to January 19)- Dry 
texters are the absolute worst. Thank goodness your friends have 
someone like you in their lives, always sending new TikToks, 
documenting every moment of your day, and telling them about 
how you thought something was funny with no context at all. 
They may seem a little annoyed, but who could ever be annoyed 
by you. You're perfect. 

Aquarius (January 20 to February 18)- The world 
does not revolve around you, honey. No, you're not going to die 
because you made a seventy on your math test. I know people 
usually perceive you as a stone-cold character, but I know 
you have emotions under that thick protection layer. You just 
don’t know how to handle them. Also, your sign reminds me of 
Aquaman. I'm sorry you remind me of a DC character, but I do 
love you.

Pisces (February 19 to March 20)- I think you should 
decide what restaurant you and your friends should go to next. I 
know you want everyone to be happy and there is good food at all 
the options they throw at you, but it won't be a mistake to let you 
decide. Worrying about everything will not get you anywhere. 
Something that I always remind myself is that today has enough 
to worry about, and tomorrow will worry about itself. 
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Classic Movie Review: 
Raiders of the Lost Ark
by Peter O’Malley
 Raiders of the Lost Ark is the first 
in a set of films featuring Indiana Jones 
(Harrison Ford), an American archeologist 
who travels the world uncovering relics once 
lost in history. Released in 1981 and directed 
by Steven Spielberg (Jaws, Schindler’s List, 
Saving Private Ryan), Indiana Jones is what 
solidified Harrison Ford’s career outside of 
playing Han Solo in Star Wars, and has since 
become a staple of American cinema. It’s kind 
of like listening to a solo George Harrison 
album after being a Beatles fan for ten years; 
no longer is he the guitarist in a great band, 
he’s now the star of the show.
 Indiana Jones was one of the first films 
I’d ever seen (that, along with Star Wars and 
Harry Potter). 
I probably saw 
Raiders of the 
Lost Ark for the 
first time at age 
three, and when 
I got a Wii in 
Kindergarten, all 
I’d do after school 
was play Lego 
Indiana Jones and 
Lego Star Wars: 
The Complete 
Saga. Recently, I 
realized that the 
last time I’d seen 
Indiana Jones 
was at least five 
years ago, so I thought that if I came back to 
it, I may have a different understanding of the 
film.
 As I watched Raiders, I realized there 
were a lot of elements I hadn’t picked up on as 
a kid. One of the biggest things I’d noticed was 
what they were able to get away with, especially 
for a PG-rated film. Set in 1936, Indiana Jones’ 
major conflict is with Nazi archeolgists and 
soldiers, who he has to work against to obtain 
the mythical Ark of the Covenant in Cairo, 
Egypt. Of course, as a three-year-old, I was not 
familiar with the horrors and brutality of the 
Nazi Party. Fourteen years later, with a deeper 
understanding of the global conflicts at the time 
Indiana Jones is set, I was able to take in the 
plot from a wider perspective. The antagonists 
are no longer just bad guys with guns and 
bright red flags; they’re some of the most evil 
bad guys seen in history (with guns and bright 
red flags) that happen to be working against 
the protagonist to collect sacred artifacts of 

human history.
 Indiana Jones is one of John Williams’ 
most iconic and well-known soundtracks 
(right beside Star Wars, Superman, and E.T.). 
The scores to each of the four Indiana Jones 
films are equally incredible, however I must 
admit that I’m much less familiar with that of 
Crystal Skull. It’s kind of funny to point out 
some of the themes Williams draws from other 
works, notably the opening track of the film, 
“In the Jungle,” which sounds suspiciously 
like the first movement of Shostakovich’s fifth 
symphony. Having played the Lego games, as 
I’d mentioned earlier, I’m very familiar with the 
soundtrack. It’s probably because I spent hours 
on each level trying to get “True Adventurer” 
and racking up on stud multipliers, which 
in turn dug the amazing music deep into my 
memories. I’m sure that if I were to revisit Lego 
Indiana Jones, I’d be met with a huge level of 
nostalgia.
 There’s a lot I could say about Indiana 
Jones and the Raiders of the Lost Ark. It was 
a foundational film in my childhood, and I 
have so many great memories attributed to it. 
I strongly recommend seeing the four films, 
though Crystal Skull (the fourth) isn’t really 
on the same level. Ok, onto watching Temple 
of Doom and The Last Crusade!

Contemporary Movie 
Review: The Batman
by Sullivan Eppes

 So far in 2022, DC has really started to 
pull itself together. Peacemaker was great, and 
The Batman… 
what more can I 
say? This movie 
is not just one 
of the greatest 
s u p e r h e r o 
movies, but one 
of the best movies 
I have seen in a 
while. Based on 
cinematography 
alone, this 
movie is perfect; 
there was a fight 
scene lit only 
by gunshots! At 
times the lines 
are a bit cheesy, but Robert Pattinson’s acting 
is so good that I don’t even care. It also goes 
into my favorite part of Batman as a character: 
his “superpower”: fear. Batman dresses in a bat 
suit because bats scare people, so he uses this 

fear as a tool to scare criminals. The movie also 
shows his detective skills, as he is constantly 
following clues that no other Gotham city 
police detectives can solve.
  The villains in this movie are done 
perfectly. Obviously, the Riddler, played by 
Paul Dano, is the main villain. My favorite 
part about his character is that his interesting 
motivation and backstory is set up without 
him giving a big monologue and sob story. 
This movie also served as an origin story to set 
up the Penguin, played by Colin Farrel, as a 
prominent Gotham crime boss, and the chase 
scene he had with Batman was top tier. Zoë 
Kravitz’s portrayal of Catwoman was perfect, 
and they give her and “Battinson” romantic 
scenes without it taking away from the main 
story.
 This movie is the first in a while not to 
feature an excessive amount of CGI, giving a 
breath of fresh air for a superhero movie. The 
climax was completely unexpected, and it fully 
established Batman as Gotham's symbol of 
hope. There are so many great things about 
this film that I can’t think of any issue I have 
with it, but based on other people's opinions, 
it’s one you’ll either love or hate. Personally, I 
think The Batman is a masterpiece.

POC Movie Review: Turning 
Red
by Carsyn Smith

 Since the 
hit movie Encanto, 
I have been waiting 
for another Disney 
movie to make 
me cry, and let 
me just say, this 
one was exactly 
what I was looking 
for! Turning Red 
is easily one of 
the cutest Pixar 
movies that has 
come out in a long 
time. With added 
core aspects of the 2000’s like bucket hats, boy 
bands, and cds, this movie makes millennials 
and older Gen Z feel a sense of nostalgia while 
younger audiences are influenced by newer 
concepts ingrained into the movie.
 This movie stars thirteen-year-old Mei 
Lee living her teenage life in Toronto, Canada. 
With her friends Abby, Mariam, and Priya 
(my favorite from the first time watching the 
movie), they discover the world of womanhood 
through boys, bullying, and peer pressure. 
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After Mei’s mother, Ming Lee, who is played by 
the amazing Sandra Oh, finds Mei’s drawings of 
a boy she fancies, Ming Lee confronts the boy 
and humiliates Mei in front of everyone. Instead 
of Mei feeling angry at her mother, she blames 
the incident on herself and says that “she is her 
pride and joy, so act like it!” It is later revealed 
that when she feels any extreme emotion, she 
turns into a red panda, a gift (or a curse) from 
an ancestor. At first she lies about this ability, 
leading her mother to believe that she is just 
on her lady-times, but after a blowup at school 
caused by her mother, the secret is revealed to 
both her parents. Throughout the story, Mei 
learns to embrace and control the panda, using 
the power of her friends to get her through it. 
 When their favorite boy band “4*Town” 
comes to their hometown, she uses her gift 
to make money and help her friends to get to 
the concert without her mother’s knowledge. 
This is the first aspect of rebellion that we 
get from our main character, and we see it 
again at the concert when her mother, who 
is now a giant panda due to the stress of her 
daughter, attacks the concert. With all of this 
happening, it is easy to think that it may be too 
much, but Disney found a way to make it work! 
Messages intertwined such as honesty, privacy, 
generational pressure, especially from POC 
families, and more give this story the backbone 
it needs. 
 Also, the animating style of this movie 
is nothing short of fantastic. The colors that 
stand out amongst others like red and orange, 
along with sometimes green, truly compliment 
the storyline and the setting. One of my all time 
favorite scenes of this movie in relation to the 
animation style is the dad’s cooking scene. 
While Mei and her mom are enjoying TV, her 
dad can be seen in the back of the shot cooking 
dinner. Suddenly, it closes in on shots of what 
he is making. If you are familiar with other 
movies that feature cooking, like Ratatouille, 
think that but 3.0! Although this is such a small 
scene, it is a key example of the beautiful visuals 
throughout the movie. 
 Overall, this story was absolutely 
breathtaking in every way possible and truly 
shows the magic of Pixar. 

TV Show review: All of Us 
Are Dead
by Kenya Hines

 All of Us Are Dead, a twelve episode 
series on Netflix, is the latest zombie apocalypse 
show. I’ve watched my fair share of survival 
shows, but zombie shows have always been out 
of my range of interest. When there was hype 

around shows like 
The Walking Dead 
and iZombie, I 
wasn’t tuning in. 
Nothing about it 
truly caught my 
attention. The 
same could be 
said for vampire 
shows, but that’s a 
story for another 
day. In all honesty, 
the only reason I 
started watching 
this is because I 
have FOMO. Seeing 
everyone talking 
about the show online made me feel left out, so 
I decided to see what it was about. Boy, am I 
glad I’m nosey because this is easily one of my 
favorite shows.
 The show is about the spread of a 
disease across a highschool that turns people 
into zombies. This quickly spreads across the 
whole city, causing everyone to break out in 
panic. The sole goal is survival. Once you turn, 
you can’t go back. Turning into a zombie causes 
one to lose all control over themself, but I’m 
sure this is basic zombie knowledge. There’s 
many plot twists and eye openers that left me 
dumbfounded, but it only made it better. 
 The amount of foreshadowing the show 
contained was insane. There were times I didn’t 
notice things were essentially spoiled in the 
beginning, and when it hit me a few episodes 
later, my jaw dropped. There’s the perfect mix 
of drama, comedy, and horror. I don’t like 
shows where the action overbears the plot and 
side storylines, but this show does a good job 
of balancing it out. I will admit, there were a 
few times where I was confused with what was 
happening, but the situation was clarified later 
on. 
 I also like how they didn’t stick with 
the “other people will help us, we’ll be saved” 
narrative the entire time. It quickly turned 
into a “we can only help ourselves” situation. If 
you don’t like getting mad at people or feeling 
rage towards others through a TV screen, 
this is not the show for you. This show is the 
epitome of betrayal. If you looked up treachery 
in the dictionary, All Of Us Are Dead would 
be the definition. Season one ends with a 
few questions still unanswered. Thankfully, 
there is a season two in the works, and I will 
definitely be tuning in! I’d give this a good 
9.5/10.

Classic Album Review: 

Wild Life by Wings 
by Grace Baker

 I think we can all agree that one less 
bird has been perched on a telephone pole on 
Highway 61 and a few turtles have vanished 
from a neighborhood pond recently, and that's 
because animals are constantly in the process 
of retreating from civilization. As we chase land 
and refuge, they do the same, so we must ask 
ourselves: “Who has the right of way?” That is 
the powerful message of nature and culture that 
British-American rock band Wings displays 
with their album, Wild Life.
 Former Beatle Paul McCartney formed 
the group with his wife Linda and ex-Moody 
Blues guitarist Denny Laine in 1971, serving 
as their debut album amidst the storm of anti-
McCartney press after The Beatles split the 
previous year. The band name came to Paul 
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while praying during 
Linda’s complicated 
birth of their second 
daughter; the image 
of wings repeatedly 
came into his mind, 
and it effortlessly 
displays their young 
love taking off with 
this collaborative 
album. Recorded in 
eight days in the summer of ‘71, a new synthesis 
of blues, folk, and rock made its appearance on 
the growing avenue of classic rock legacies. 
 Many of the tracks have an organic 
approach in their vocal and instrumental 
execution, however, the first track, “Mumbo,” 
directly contrasts its subsequent songs. It 
doesn’t hold much lyrical substance, but 
contains a lively electric guitar solo and 
McCartney’s raspy voice as lead vocalist. As a 
new band finding their sound, this song grasps 
attention from the first second to the last and 
essentially tells music aficionados to listen up. 
But don’t get too comfortable because “Bip 
Bop” makes me want to tune out. I suppose it’s 
geared towards a specific folksy ear, but I find 
the rhythm and lyrics mundane since the title is 
grossly overused in the song and seems shallow 
with meaning. 
 In “Love is Strange,” we see the first 
track with both Linda and Paul on vocals, and 
anyone who hears this song can agree that 
their voices were meant to merge. Like its title, 
the tempo is a bit strange and can’t really be 
traced since McCartney utilizes at least three 
different percussion instruments throughout 
the song. Another heartwarming song with 
the couple's canonized vocals is “I Am Your 
Singer,” which mainly begins with percussion 
but is soon joined by Linda and Paul's voices to 
create a harmonized conversation: “Someday 
when we’re singing / We will fly away, going 
winging.” It correlates to the band name as 
well, as it displays their fortified relationship 

with each other and music.
 Now is the part of this review where I 
tell you to drop everything and play this song: 
“Wild Life.” I remember the first time I heard 
this song driving on Folly Beach, and although 
it may seem exaggerated, it changed my life. 
Starting with only two lines, it is followed by a 
steady keyboard pulse and bass guitar, as well 
as Denny Laine’s drumming perfection. The 
pulling and adding of the instruments in this 
song are what makes it so unique, along with the 
power and purpose behind McCartney’s voice. 
Unlike the other tracks, all the band members 
join to sing “wildlife” and harmonized “oohs,” 
which adds additional depth to the chorus. 
The song was written after McCartney went 
on an African safari when he felt smaller than 
the life around him and wrote for the animals 
that didn’t have a voice, continually asking 
throughout the song, “Whatever happened to 
wildlife?”
 This album is also surprisingly 
experimental with exotic instruments, more 
specifically the use of percussion devices 
such as congas, bongos, maracas, and guiros 
in “Some People Never Know.” “Tomorrow” 
features Paul McCartney’s more traditional 
and well-known voice with backing vocals from 
Linda. The imagery derived from these lyrics 
perfectly represents the album's cover art of the 
four band members resting on a low-hanging 
tree branch. Harnessing the same tone as “I 
Am Your Singer,” the song remains slow until 
roughly minute three when it revamps into 
more passion and emphasis. 
 Lastly, the perfect closing song and 
tribute to John Lennon, “Dear Friend” is 
McCartney's attempt to render his true feelings 
about the band’s split. According to McCartney, 
there was never bad blood between the young 
friends, but external forces would pit themselves 
against each other. After Lennon’s passing, 
McCartney was grateful to make amends. The 
orchestration conducted by Richard Hewston 
and trumpet by Laine fuels the song's endearing 

tone and utilizes the 
blues genre to its 
fullest potential. 
Similar to many 
albums recorded in 
the ‘70s, several of 
these tracks were 
recorded on the first 
take to capture their 
spontaneity, and 
as the outstanding 
musician McCartney 
is, he executed each 
song with mastery 
and ease.    

The band famously went through three lead 
guitarists and four drummers throughout their 
reign of a decade, and although the billboards 
at the time showed little fame, they were a band 
of exceptional artists. I confidently place my 
minimal reputation on this being their greatest 
album. 

Concert Review: Sammy 
Rae
by Carsyn Smith

 In Marine 
Biology, we were 
coloring while 
conversing when I 
heard a familiar song 
play in the back of 
the class. Although I 
wasn’t as familiar with 
Sammy Rae and the 
Friends as I am now, I 
had heard two of their 
songs play on shuffle 
after my playlist had 
completed. I turned 
around to the back 
of the class to find Mayson Dillard rocking out 
to “Talk it Up.” What I didn’t know was that 
Mayson Dillard is the biggest Sammy fan in 
existence. After one sentence, I was met with 
cheers and gasps of “You listen to Sammy 
Rae too?” which obviously was a yes. It had 
only been about three minutes before I got an 
invitation to my first concert in years (my last 
concert was literally an Austin Mahone concert, 
which shows you how long ago this was). 
 Now, concerts are a place where you 
aren’t likely to find Carsyn Smith. I love music, 
don’t get me wrong (it’s literally the center of 
my life), but there is something about being in 
a large place with a bunch of people when it's 
dark. See, when I explain it, it sounds terrifying, 
right! But, I've always tried to get past this little 
bump in the road and just accept concerts for 
what they are, and thank the Lord I did because 
this concert was the best night of my life! When 
we arrived at the venue, a little Amphitheater 
in Charlotte, NC, we were met with the merch 
booth ready to suck up all my money. I ended 
up getting a basic tour shirt with the dates on 
the back of it like a true concert goer. When 
we went next door, there was the stage and the 
area where we would end up for the rest of the 
concert. Mayson and I ended up standing to the 
left of the stage in the front, which we were so 
happy about, and we met some people our age 
to hang out with. 
 After waiting a few minutes, Miki 



Ratsula, the opener for the night, came up on stage to sing a couple of 
their songs. I had heard one song from Miki on the way up, and we ended 
up stalking them on Instagram only to find out that they had gone to a 
kettle corn store in the city. Five minutes before we got there, we made a 
sign asking them how the kettle corn was, hoping they would see. Miki’s 
performance was so chill and sweet, even though there was a running 
joke that the drum track wasn’t working. It was still a great introduction, 
and they even noticed our poster! 
 After what felt like an eternity, Sammy Rae and The Friends came 
up on stage! The pure joy that radiated off of their faces when they saw 
how excited and loud we were was the cutest thing! There was a quick 
intro by Sammy before the rest of the squad joined her to get the crowd 
going, and then they started playing “Follow Me like the Moon,” which is 
also the name of the show! I have never seen more energy from a group 
of people in my life! Some of my favorite moments from the concert were 
the “Meet the Friends” song, which introduced each member and gave 
them a solo to show off their instrument or voice, “Jackie Onasis,” “Denim 
Jacket,” and a speech she gave in towards the end. Ever since the tour, I 
have been playing “Denim Jacket” and “ Jackie Onasis” nonstop. Sammy 
got a fan’s denim jacket from the crowd (wish that was me), and had a 
party on the stage! There were some costume pieces that she put on, 
like a cape, a beret, and a pair of rose sunglasses, which  are mentioned 
in a song. Lastly, something I appreciated was Sammy’s words before 
one of their songs, where he talks about the importance of listening to 
minorities, health, taking care of our earth and how everyone in this 
audience should love one another because we are a family. This seemed 
to be the overall theme of the concert. Making a space comfortable, yet 
fun and exciting is something that this group brought to the stage. So, 
although I only knew two songs at the time, I’m glad I was able to go, 
because I am one-hundred percent going back!

Food Review: SOA Cafeteria Breakfast
by Kenya Hines

10/10: Chicken biscuit- The best. I could eat ten of these a day. Give me 
some ketchup and I’ll be happier than Mr. Younts reading Shakespeare.
9/10: Parfait- It always hits. Strawberry is obviously really good, but 
the granola just makes it ten times better.
8/10: Breakfast pizza- This may be controversial, but I think this is 
actually good! Is it burnt sometimes? Yes. But it tastes amazing.
7/10: French toast sticks- I love them. Not going into further detail.
6/10: Cinnamon pancakes- I love how it tastes like the syrup is 
already infused. Maybe it is (I don’t read the label).
5/10: Sausage biscuit- Not as good as the chicken, but it’s still good! 
Sometimes the bread is a little moist (?), but it’s bearable.

4/10: Cereal- I mean, it’s cereal! You 
either love it or hate it, and I love it. Only 
get it when they serve something I don’t 
like, so that’s why it’s lower in the ranks.
3/10: Muffins- I don’t know why, but 
they’re just too sweet for me. Maybe I just 
have a cavity; who knows.
2/10: Cinnamon roll- I like the concept! 
It’s just not executed well. Was a bit on the 
dry side, so I wouldn’t eat it again.
1/10: Breakfast bowl- The bread was 
stale and the eggs were not kicking… really 
not enjoyable.
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The 9/10 SOA Parfait

 “Twenty years from now you will be 
more disappointed by the things you 
didn’t do than by the ones you did.” Mark 
Twain

 “Sometimes you will never know the 
value of a moment until it becomes a 
memory.” Dr. Seuss

 I received an invitation to my fiftieth 
college reunion today. This caused a flood 
of memories of the things that we did and 
the memories I share with fellow alumni. 
These sentiments gave life to the  Mark 
Twain quote. I appreciate the moments 
of good memories of events, college 
games attended, dances, concerts, coffee 
houses (before Starbucks coffee houses 

were gathering places for poetry and folk music), playing hockey, 
skiing, anti-war protests, equal rights rallies, and even study groups. 
Looking back, I would do more of the same but I would also take 
part in different things that I missed, like Woodstock and going 
away on Spring Break, rather than working more hours. I know that 
high school is a different experience than college, but there are still 
many things that you will look back upon such as performances, 
convocations, art shows, poetry reading, plays, school concerts, and 
yes, even the shared misery of learning online will create lasting 
memories. So, like Dr. Seuss says, “If things start happening, don’t 
worry. Don’t stew. Just go right along and you’ll start happening 
too.”

Mr. Naas Quote of the Month

Former SOA Computer 
Science teacher, Mr. Naas, 
has shared his wisdom with 
Applause for many years, and 
we would like to continue that 
tradition after his retirement.
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2022 April Trivia

by Jada Fickling
Questions:
1. Who was the very first American Idol winner?
2. Which artist holds the world record for most words in a hit single? 
3. In 2021, Taylor Swift wrote new lines for her 2012 song “All Too 
Well,” which made it how long? 
4. According to Guinness World Records, who is the best selling 
female artist of all time? 
5. Who holds the Guinness World Record as the most awarded female 
artist of all time?  
6. Who is credited as the “King of Pop”? 
7. How many Grammys has Nicki Minaj won? 
8. Which artist’s real name is Christopher Lonny Breaux?
9. This artist was the first person to have more than 100 million 
followers on Twitter. 
10. Michael Jackson holds the record for the most expensive music 
video with what song? 

Answers 

1. Kelly Clarkson

2.Eminem

3. Ten minutes

4.  Madonna

5. Whitney Houston

6.  Michael Jackson

7. Zero

8. Frank Ocean

9. Katy Perry 

10.  “Scream”

1. Kelly Clarkson
2. Eminem
3. Ten minutes 
4. Adele
5. Beyoncé 
6. Michael 
Jackson
7. One
8. IDK 
9. Rihanna
10. “Man in the 
Mirror” 

1. Kelly Clarkson
2. Eminem
3. Ten
4. Mariah Carey
5. Whitney 
Houston
6. Michael Jackson
7. One
8. Usher
9. Beyoncé 
10. “Bad”

April Origami - Paper Boat
by Julia Dubay

1. You’ll need an 8x11 sheet of copy paper.

2. Fold in half hamburger style.

3. Fold again from right to left and unfold to make a crease.

4. Fold down the top two corners to meet in the center.

5. Lift and crease the remaining flaps on their own sides.

6. Fold down the ends.

7. Open and crease the other side.

8. Lift the bottom corner almost halfway and crease it, repeat 
on the opposite side.

9. Open and crease the other side.

10. Pull the two triangle flaps and open the boat to your liking.

Now you have a boat for all these April showers!

1. 2. 3.

4. 5. 6.

7. 8. 9.

Spotify Playlist
by Carsyn Smith and Judith Hamrick

Visit “SOA Applause” on Spotify or scan the code below to listen.

Jaci Dinkins 
Senior Piano Major

4/10

Zachary Brinegar
Senior Theater Major

Jada Fickling
Jada Fickling

4/10

10.



1. Kelly Clarkson

2.Eminem

3. Ten minutes

4.  Madonna

5. Whitney Houston

6.  Michael Jackson

7. Zero

8. Frank Ocean

9. Katy Perry 

10.  “Scream”
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Help Ms. Johnson Help Ms. Johnson 
race to the math bowl race to the math bowl 

competition!competition!

Vocal Word Vocal Word 
SearchSearch

SOA SudokuSOA Sudoku

Soprano 
Chorus
Ballad
Canon

Harmony

Melody
Cadenza

Solo
Shanty

Dynamics
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What’s your 
best April Fools’ 

prank?
by Kayla Herrman, 

Lauren Holladay, and Julia Dubay

“Once I told my friend we 
had a test when we didn’t.”
Cadence Torres, 9th grade

Vocal

“I put a random note on my 
mom’s car door to make her 
think something happened to 

her car.”
Devin O’Brien, 10th Grade

Strings

“Faking my own death.”
Kaleb King, 11th Grade

Vocal

“Putting fart spray in 
someone’s car air vents.”

Gabriel Goldman, 12th Grade
Band

“Some friends and I picked up our 
friend’s Volkswagen and put it on 

top of a concrete bench.”
Mr. Watts, Student Concern 

Specialist 

“One of my good friend’s 
birthdays is on April Fools, 
so we pretended to forget 

her birthday.”
Ms. Rumph, High School

Science teacher

“I filled my brother’s room 
with a bunch of tape so that 
when he woke up there was 

tape everywhere.”
Matthew Gould, 6th Grade

Vocal

“This year, I’m going to bang 
on people’s doors and shout 

‘FBI OPEN UP.”
Jaiden Hughes, 7th Grade

Piano

“I taped the hose on the 
kitchen sink so that when 
someone turned it on, it 
sprayed everywhere.”

Oliver Senecal, 8th Grade
Visual Arts

“I tell my students that they have 
a ‘pop exam’ related to what 

we are learning about...its very 
convincing.”

Mr. Harvey, Piano teacher


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24-25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34
	Page 35
	Page 36
	Page 37
	Page 38
	Page 39
	Page 40
	Page 41
	Page 42
	Page 43
	Page 44
	Page 45
	Page 46
	Page 47
	Page 48



